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·.- DotJS the CIA believe that the source of TDFIR DD-315/10256 
··_.deliberately, delayed passing on Bqsch 's and. Posada~ & ~emarks 

-- _ about hii:ting .c:a, cuban \"'P_lane untir afte·r· the :i_..nci<iemts? _ 
:·. ' ' ' . .. ·_ ~-----.-----· -----;·~-~-~~··:·--~-···· ... _ .... _.__ -~··:·- .. ., : ......... : 

. 5. Do~s the CIA have any additional relevant information 
on a~y of the people named in the draft me~orandu~m, or any 
;.other info:mnation relating to ·the sabotag59 of the plane, 
·which it has not yet disseminated in TDFIR form? ,. - :1 

.. 6 •. · · lqould CIA please provide whatever information it. has ··. ~]1 ••- _concerning Orla."ldO Garcia and Ricardo Morales so that para •- ~ 
b on page 3 of the draft memorandum c~, be completed? I 
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by Cuban counterrevolutionaries •. Now we: 
i 

. ' 
decidedly believe the first assumption is correct. 

The CIA directly participated in the destruction 

of the Cubana aircraft in Barbados." 
----·· 

--The ~rincipal leaders of Cuban exile terrbrist~ 
i 

. I 

groups are· closely l~nked throughthe CORD organi-

·. zation to CI~ activities against Cuba. 
· .. _ ·--. 

In his speech, Castro did not make any specific alle-

gations concerning a USG relationship with Orlando Bosch, 

or Luis Posada· (two Cuban exile activists '\vho v1ere arrested 

. by Venezuelan authorities in connection with the Cubana 

. · crash) • · However, the link 'l.vi th Bosch is implied since. he 

is repod:ed to be chief of CORU, the umbrella organization 

'of Cuban exile terr6ri~ts. 

Individuals Allegedly Involved 

' ... 
. . , 

Hernan Ricardo Lozano '~ 

a. Involvement in the Crash: He was arrested in 

Trinidad on suspicion of having p).anted a.bomb in the Cubana· 

plane. Caracas radio announced on October 18 that he 
) 

confessed to sabotaging the airliner. 

Caracas reports that Ricardo may have been trained in the 

use of explosives and investigative techniques by Luis 

' SECRET. 
-----

NW 50953 Docld:32296782 Page 3 

. i 

. .. :.I 

l 
:'J 

• ·I 

' 



.. 

,_ 
i. 

mt 50953 

'SECRET 
.•SENSITI:VE 

t ••. ' .. 

.. .. !··· 
. . ;{~ . . 

__ -~icardo, a Venezuelan_. citizen[~, a photographer employed , __ 
IF ·_._•:;:o::·cc··:c-::· . · " ---•- ··· --- , .... -,~ 'l-:-·--. .... ·., .. ·-:·:·,·:··:: _- .. _ ... --.. _---·. -,_-;;;;cc: 

by Po:sada ·in ·his-- industrial---security firm ·in·-Caracas-.----A------- -------- · 
. 

t .... i - - -_-, . ' . l """' _,·:· 

@rlf) ~'ource says that Ricardo is also a part ti"~e employee j 

of the Venezuelan. Intelligenc;:.,e Servtce (DISIP}. He ~eportedly 
- .... , \ 

gathered. photographic materHil 
i 

on groups-and ~ndividuals of 

interest to DISIP and the Venezuelan Government. He was 
__ J~'-

hired by DISIP when Pasada_was official of that organization. 
) . - ~ 4 

The ~I source says that the ~Venezuelan Government is 
t· .::j ! 

conc~rned and would be faced~ith serious problems if these 
_ _ t . ---· . l ·I - -· -
. - I - . : 
. connections become public kn ledge:. 

· ---- -- /- -- -- ... - -··---·-·-·•~- --•-----~•-- --' • .. - "' .f-·.c .. :: ------------

cont 

Jose 

help 

phot 

the 

'~. Relationship wi th--cd~: (CrAj states it has had no . . 
ct \V'i th Ricardo 

s; 
The U~ Legal Attache in Caracas, 

h Leo says that 
r__: ) • 

he ealings with. Ricardo for 
. . .J 

c;pplication SIP _official ~s 
4-,(tw ~_oN rwo 
• . _ IO"'IS'. . 

t.1.me-s t:e. urn1sh 

biographical data on members of the Cuban 
{ . ). 

in Caracas.. Apparently I the materi'al came from DISIP
. 12..:. ~ Qf'. .. iLo · f!h 

During one visit:
1

attemptA· to solicit suggestions 
. -~~::~-

egal Attache on activities which· might be directed 

agai st the Cuban Embassy by an anti-Castro group to which 

belo ged. -~•--Leo .. say?-- he dis<::opraged: .. ~icardo, _:_~g~-ntin_g,,,.Ji~p- __ that 
_,.. ____ -=::.:2:.::•·_· "- .... -·. - ---.·;,;;, ·:_~'- 4 

US Government was attempting to prevent disruptive and · 
.-. ' .. ·. __ ,_ . ·,- - ~·._.\. 
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terrorist activities by anti~ca tro groups in the US, and 

Ricardo never repeated t~e'suggestion. -

Freddy Lugo 

a. Involvement in the -cr<tsh: Lugo Has ··arrested in 

Trinidad with Ricardo on 

aboard· the. C~b~n~· 'pla~e . 

suspicion of having planted the 
. . ; ' (S) .· . . 

. :A ((:nJ 301.lrc::e alleges that Lugo 

bmnb 

apparently t..;ras only peripherally involved in the boinbing and 

is·not considered to be one of the:leading_participants. 

Lugo, a Venezuelan citizen, is also a photographer 
·. .. . Cs). 

employed by Posada's compc-::.ny. According to (a CI~ source, he 

also worked for·DISIP under the same arrangements noted above 
' ~' . 

for Ricardo. 

b. . Relationship with; ... us: (CrA states that it has had 

no 'contact 'Vli th Lugof)The ,narne _· aJ~d phone riumber of US- Legal · . 

·Attache Leo were discovered in Lugo 's. adcLcess book when he~ .. 
)'\(.) . .;~()Jj -

was arrested in Trinidad. .:Leo says that he has had CE. .· \.~"" .. -
. 10\.' 

contact with Lugo and speculates that his name and phone were 

furnished to Lugo .by_Posada. 

Luis Pos~da·carriles 

a. Involvement in Crash: P6sad~ was arrested on 

October 14 in Venezuela along with Orlando:Bosch and three 
. . 

others accused of conspiring to sabotage the plane. Posada, 

a Cub~n exile who is now a Venezuelan citizen, is vehemently 

is suspe·~te'd ··of having been the main supporter 
. . ~ .. 

Bosch during the latter's stay in Venezuela prior to being 

SECRET 
SENSITIVE 

.. 
I 
t 
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. 
arrested in November 1974. Posada was formerly of the 

counterintelligence division of the Venezuelan i~telligence 
i •... 

service, DISIP. I 
t 

. b. Relationshi with US. 

The US army attache has also used a Posada business 

partner (als'o ·a Cuban exile, whose name we do not have) as 

an info~mant (though riot as an agent). 

Our Legal Attache (Joseph Leo) became acquainted with 

POsada during the latter's employment[by DISI 2nd after 

his resignation, Pos~da continued to contact Leo on rare' 
. ,...... . 

occasions, usually in order to obtain personal service in . . 

regard to visa requests for relativesand business associates, 
. Sel~~ JO, ,q,)&; ~ (;t.ft)/3W.J )11:(7/,. 

··the last being Ricardo on OeJ:obe:r J:, • J.976 Leo says he has 
. . 

.~-seen Posada on about three occasions since 1973, the last·being 
',.-:-· 

.June 1976 'Vlhen-Posada inquired if .the··FBihad interest in 

a Venezuelan who had hired t'tiJO of his "operatives" as body 

·guards • 
., 

. · .. 
~.-..:, _ _:·_._~-~-·-- £ --~ , •• ----- - --- ____ ___._ __ 
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Orlando Bosch ''· 

Involvement in Crash:· As noted above, Bosch \Vas . . . ... · .. 1· ·~· ... ··· 

.• 

j 
'·':·l 

. . . . . arrested in Venezuela for alleged involvement in the Cub~na 

crash. In late June, a CIA source repo.r:t.ed that an exJ.L: 
. . . .. I 

a Cubana flight betl·;:=~en · · ... ~·: .:1· group headed by Bosch planne¢[ to bomb 
. ! 

Panama and Havana. An FBI source has 
) 

alleged that o;1e a•te~ . \1 
' 

was made but the bomb did not detonate. A s.econd t:cv 
. .f. 

in'Jamaicaon July 9, but the bomb exploded before the s 

case in \vhich it was carTied was· put aboar.d the plane .. 

According to IA sour~e Venezuelan President Carlos 

Andres Perez is said to be sympathetic to Bosch and has 

t
c. 

' ' .\ 
I . l 
' . -~ 

permitted him ;to travel freely in the country and· solicit funds. 

with the understanding that Venezuela would not be u~ed as a 

base of operations or place of refuge. Bosch reportedly promised 

not to engage"in terrorist activity while in Venezuela and' 
j 

. receiv~ a token $500 contri,bution from Perez. l}nother CIJ\. j 
sourc~reported that after Bosch's arrival in Caracas in September, j 

he stated during a fund raising dinner that "Now that our 

organization has come out of the Letelier job looking good, 

are going to try something else. 11 A few days later, Posada 

allegedly said, "\"le are going to hitfa Cuban airliner" and, 
.· . . t . . . 

. "Orlando (Bosch) has the details.". 
' . ...;. 

b. Relationship \vith US. [CIA says there are no cu-rrent 

recent_ag~n9y contacts with The US 

currently. attempting to have Bosch deported from Venezuela 
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·to the us, \<~here he is subject to immediate impr{sonmen~t for· 

parole violation-l_~~ ~} . 
·.- .... · 

Frank Castro 

··a. Involvement in Crash: Venezuelan officials reportedly 

· believe that Castro, (head 

a component group in CORU) 

o~·the FLNC t~rrorist o~gani~ation, 
i 

is deeply involved in the crashr 
\ . 

·· •· • though we have no details of·' his supposed· involvement. Frank 

Castro was in Venezuela in late Se~tember 1976 and in mid-
<. ,'. 

October was back in Miami. .Frank Castro has admitted to FBI 

·agents that he met \<lith Bosch in Caracas on September 26 or 

·27, but denies any personal knowledge of the bombing o,f the 

·. Cubana plane. 

b. Relationship with US; (CIA says there are no current 

or recent agency contacts with Frank Castr 

American citizen with permanent residence in Santo Domingo. 

Orlando Garcia and Ricardo Morales Navarrete 

a. Involvement in Crash: Orlando Garcia is President 
.·· .. · 

Perez' security and intelligence advisor, and Morales is ·Garcia's 

deputy; both are Criban exiles who are now Venezuelan citizens. 

(.A CIA sourc laims that Garcia was directed to protect and 

assist Bosch during his stay in Venezuela. [Another CIA sourc ~ 

reported that Garcia and Posada meJ: Bosch upon his arrival and 

escorted him to his hotel. Both Garcia and Morales reportedly 

the fund-raising dinner during which Bosch allegedly 
., .. ···.· 

;·-~-. 'i,' .··. . . 

made the remark about the "Letelier job, II and after the Cuban a 

. i 
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crash Garcia may have made an effort to get Bosch out of 

Venezuela. It ~s possible, therefore that Garcia and/or 

Morales may have known in advance about the operation which 

led to the bombing of the plane. 
':;\,;'~ 

. .. 
... 

b. Relabionship with US: 

·:··:·· .. 

·'; ·.··,'· 

Felix Martinez Suarez 

a. Involvement in Crash: None, except by the alleged 

-association with Ricardo, contained in Fidel Castro's charges. 

b. Relationship with US: 

Cas.tr.o' s: allegation regarding CORU: With regard to 

Castro's charge on CIA links. with COR-q, an FBI report of 

September 17 states that "a confidentialsotirce abroad" claims 

_ to have been told by Roberto Carballo (leader of the Association 
()0 

of Veterans of the Bay of Pigs, AVBC, one of the component, 

three.other Cuban exiles had been approached by representatives 

' SECRET. .... ' 
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