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To: 

' From: 

Subject: 
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October 26, 1959 

Office of Security 
Department of.State 

John Edgar lloover, Director 

0 

-· 1 - Liaison 
- 1 - Nasca 

ANTI-FIDEL CASTRO ACTIVITIES 
INTEP.NAL Sl!.'CURITY - CUBA 

: ?.• ; ; ' ..... trlKH 
c:-~-4Y 

Reference is made to my comnruni.cation dated 1..1> ( 
October 2], 1959, with enclosure, which transmitted 5 K~~ 
information concerning Pedro Luis Diaz Lan~, former O~'IY 
chief of the Cuban Air Force, and his partie ipation in . (,· t<..) 
a leaflet-dropping raid over Haoona on October 21, 1Y5':J.\::.. - II) 

. I 

Enclosed for each recipient is a copy of a 
memorandum containing additional injormtJ.tion. i'_ 

~- f'7 
Any additional pertinent data will be furnished 

the recipients. __ ..;_......:---

Enclosure 

1 - Director 
Central Intelligence Agency 

Attention: Deputy Director, Plans 

1 -Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence (Enclosure; 
Department oj the A nm; 

Attention: Chi ej, Security Division 

1 - Office of Special Investigations 
Air Porce 

( E'ncl OSiLTe) 

J!. 
q;_) t 1 --Director ,of Naval Intelligence (Enclosure) 

1 - Havana ( E~11i.c 1 o s u r e ) 

@ =-~ ?~'--·(Pedro ,Luis Diaz Lanz) {SEE 

~-· 
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vi>l-- ·on,· ·october 2], 1959, our representative in Havana 
advised the United States Air Attache reported that the aircraft 1/11(1+ 
dropping leaflets on October 21, 1959, were identified by a . ~fl--fi( 
sergeant of his office as a B-25 and C-47. No B-25 is known to \. 
be in Cuba and only one is known to be in Florida. .This is the '· 
property of Prank Anthony Sturgis, also known as Prank Fiorini. 
llis plar;,e was last based at North Perry Airport, Miami., The C-47 
reportedly ~d yellow stripes painted on its tail. No aircraft so 
marked was known to be based in Cuba. T~e planes flew over the 
Hilton Hotel, headquarters of the American Society oj Travel 

ents Convention, dropping leaflets. Their purpose allegedly 
s to show that th~ present Cuban Government is incompetent to 
intain law and order. No bombs were dropped. There was no 

trafing from the air, but some Cuban planes were damaged by 
misdirected Cuban Army and police ground fire. · 

An informant with whom insufficient contact has been 
had to determine his reliability, on October 2], 1959, learned 
that the Cuban A i.r Force had instructions to have two fighters 
ready to intercept any returning invaders. 

With reference to the B-25 mentioned above, our Miami 
Office advised on October 2], 1959, that the B-25 flown by 
Diaz Lanz, according to Diaz Lanz, was owned by Sturgis. Miami 
sources had no information concerning the C-47. United States 
Border Patrol repre[}entat ives in Miami advised thct there were 
very jew C-47' s in the Miami area and none were known to have 
gone to Havana on October 21, 1959· The Border Patrol suspects 
that the C-47 mentioned above is based in Mexico but has no 
evidence to substant tate this belief. 

On October 24, 1959, a. source who is in a position to 
furnish reliable information advised that at about ]:15 p.m.,, 
October 24, 1959, Jose Ramos, Vice Consul acting in charge of 
the Cuban Consulate, Miami, stated that the Cuban Government 
wanted to file extradition proceedings immediately against a 
Cuban exile in Miami., The informant surmised that the subject 
of the extradition proceedings would be Pedro Luis Diaz Lanz. 
Th~ data were orally furnished to Mr. Charles Hammond, 
Department of State; Major Cobb, Department of th 
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Commander lJ• .Lyon, Department oj 
D?PG-rtment oj the Air Force; and 
Intelligence Agency by Mr. J,. J,. 0' 
October 24, 1959o. 

D. Ko Harrelson, 
the Central 

Bureau on 

.. It is no ted tha.t .. the press on October 25, ··_ 1959, reported 
that Cuban Poreign1Vinister Raul Roa publicly stated that the Cuban 
Government was asking the Ur;tited States jor the provisional arrest 
oj Diaz Lanz and u;ould request his e:xtradition. In this connection 
the above source, on October 25, _ ·1959, advised that Ramos had _, , 
consulted an attorney in Miami and had brought data ali'eging two 
charges against Diaz Lanz.. The first charged_ Diaz .Lanz with murder 
and the second charged him with attempted murder and were based on. 
two cases, allegedly pending 'in Havana.. The first case allegedly 
is pendi in the Fourth l)istrict, Court of Instruct ions, Case 
Number • 'J.'he Sf!Cpnd case is allegedly pending in the Si:xth , 
District;._· Court oj Instruct ions, Case Number ]00?• Reported],y, 
the Court. oj Jnstructir;n~ is sirn,ilar t_o a magistrate's dourt where 
original complaints are filed. No dates or details were furnished ·--L.~ ._ 
by Ramos covering the circumstances surrounding the all eg,ed tL 
offenses. _The attorney reportedly dtew up thf! necessary e:xtra~ 
dition papers including a warrant for the arrest of Diaz .Lanz. 
However, the attorney is unc(!rtain a.s to whether he should ,continue 
with this matter since it is obviously a device seeking to return 
Diaz .Lanz to C~bq for political reasonso 

On October 24, 1959, the informant mentioned on page 
two of the enclosure to the referenced communication and who_has 

·furnished reliabl? information in the past reported that a leP,jlet 
in the 'Spanish language was being distributed jn .the Cuban colony 
·in Miamio T}7_e recipients of the leaflet were invited to.attend a 
meeting at 8 p.m,., October 25, 1959, at the Circ~l o Cubano (Cuban 
Circle), Miami 9 Florida, a social _club, to protest and condemn 
th? ac;tivities which occurred over Havanq on October 21, 1959· 
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It was i!}d icated in, the 1 eafl ets that the meeting was being . . ~ 
sponsored by the July 26 Movement (Castro's movement) 9 Miami., The ,. 
~nformant ].earned that· individua)s representing various anti=Castro 
groups in Miami were. planning to· attend the meeting, some of whom· · 
indica_ted they would carry guns, _thus giving rise to bloodshed 
between the pro- and anti-Cast.ro jactionso The Miami Pol ice 
Department and the Dade County Department of Public Safety ·have 
been notified and these agencies plan to take whatev.er steps are 
necessary to insure that no violence will be carried outo 

j 

./ . /j 
/ 1 

The informant mentioned in the foregoing paragraph 
learned that, because of the juror raised in Cuba during the 
past-jew days, the air sabotage which had been scheduled to 
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continue through October ]0, 1959, had temporarily ceased. These 
data, as well as the data in the preceding paragraph, were O~LL~ 
urnished to Mr. Herbert Lampe, Department of State, and Mr. 

~entral Intelligence Agency, by Mr. G. w. Hall of thz' ... s __ _, 
~71TPfl:~ It was also furnished to Major Cyrus Timmons, Department 

of the Air Force; Major Gains Hawkins, Department of the Army; 
and Lieutenant Commander Francis T. Reardon, Department of the 
Navy, by Mr. c. B. Peck of this Bureau and to Mr. Chester A. Emerick, 
Bureau 'of Customs, by Mr. J. F. Wacks of this Bureau. All the 
disseminations were made on October 24, 1959. 

. On October 2], 1959, Deputy Al Tarabochia, Public Safety 
Department, Dade County, Miami, advised our Miami Office that Jose 
Ramos, Vice Consul, acting in charge, Cuban Consulate, Miami, 
claimed to have received information from a source __ whose reliability 
is unknown that a two-engine gray airplane was scheduled-to drop 
leaflets and probably bombs over Havana on October 24, 1959, and 
that possibly Diaz Lanz or his plane would be involved. Reportedly 
the same plane was to fly over Havana on October 26, 1959, and drop 
leafl(Jts and generally try to disrupt a large Castro rally planned i I 
jor October 2'6, 1959· Diaz Lanz, according to Ramos, may fly the /.;[ 
leaflet-dropping mission on October 26, 1959· The United States 
Border Patrol and United States Customs in Miami were advised. 
These data were orally furnished to Mr. Charles Hammond, Department 
of State; Major Cobb, Department of th~ Army; Comff~nder B. Lyon, 
Department oj the · · · D. K. Harrelson, Department of the 
Air Force; and Mr f the Central Intelligence Agency 
by Mro J. J. O'Co nor reau on October 24, l959o 

On October 25, 1959, our Miami Office advised that on 
October 24, 1959, Pedro Luis Diaz Lanz; his brother, Marcos Diaz 
Lan.z, former Inspector General and. Pedro us assistant in the Cuban 
A.ir Force; Ricardo Lorie Valls, former_.July 26 Movement under
ground leader in Miami; Frank Anthony Sturgis, also_ known as 
Frank Fiorini, a United States citizen and former underground 
member of the July 26 Movement in Miami; and Carlos Echogoyen, 
former member of the Cuban Air Force, were interviewed. 

Pedro Diaz Lanz confirmed the data he furnished on 
October 22JJ 1959. He stated in addition that the leaflet-dropping 
flight oj October 21, 1959, wa.s a joint enterprise of the above- J 
named persons under his leadership in behalf of the July 26 Anti
Communist Movement, but without the specific knowledge of the 
movement. Diaz Lanz stated he planned the incident. The receipt \ 
of the1 data concerning the arrest oj Hubert Matos, Castro 
mndil itahry leatdhertin Catmajgueyc, caused Dt- ia! Lanz toThmove up the 
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been in and out_ of the plane on_ n~erous oqcasions and had never 
noticed any arms or e:cplosives., (~) . . 

An informant who has furnished rel table_ information in 
the past has provided the following data':_ In_ September9 1959~ the · 
informalf: ]earned that Fernando. -Coba~. a Cuban pol ice sergeant in · 

Havan(J, 9 had been given #1 9 000_ by his ch(ef9 _ Ef tgeni o Almej eiras; 
for his part· i·n enticing Rafael del Pi no to Cuba from the United 
States .. It is no.ted tha·t DelPino, a publicly admitted ant.i~Cr;tstro 
leader in-Miami, UXJ.s seized by Cubanauthor·ities on July 25, 19593 

after his plane had landed near Havana whe wqs apparently 
planning to smuggle someone out of Cuba .. 

, The above=ment i tmed informant has also 1 earned tha·t 
Almejeiras was attempting to find someone who wou.Zd lead an· armed 
lOO~man e;qpedition to Cuba jrorn Mig,mi and then turn the members 
of_ the e.xpedition over to Cuban authorities in much the same fashion 
as William Al e.xander Morgan 11 American soldier. of fortune, and Castrp 
ojfic ial, l]ad done in._August, __ Z9599 when he acted as I a double 
agen~ for Castro in e.xppsing a plot against_ Castro from bases in 
the Dominican Republic., According to the 'informant 9 Raul C'astro 11 

newly named ministerof the Cuban ar·med jorpes 11 approved of this 
venture and was greatly interested in seeing it carried out .. 
Reportedly Raul. Castro and Almejeiras expressed an interest in . 
the possib_il_ity oj the assassinat}on or kidnapping of Esteban. Ventura 
Novo,- forrn,er member of the ·cu.ban·National Police; irt e:t,ile in Miami .. 
The informant also learned oj the interest of Cuban authorities 7n 
having Evelio Alpizar Perez, ormer: Cuban Air Force pilot. in exile , 
in Miami 9 deliver'ed to Cubho 

, In OcJtober!l 19599 e injo.rmant lea·rned that Almejeir'as 
-and Coba were interested in enticing members of the anti =Castro 
faction in Miami to s a bomb~laden plane j,o ,Cuba jor the purpose 
oj. bombing }favanao 

According to the informant' 9 he· conferred with Aimejeiras 
and Coba on October 23$ 1959o A.Zmejeiras proposed -thp.t source 
approach Rolando Masjen"er, prominent anti=Ca_stro leader in Miamiil
or some other leading antt~Castro leader 'in t.he U:'1ited States and 
volunteer to und ake a bombing attack against Havana from the. 
United States., 

Accorrf,i.ng to the plan outlined by Almejeiras9 th¢ 
informant would procure bombs with United- States Government 
markings and would deliver them to Almejeiras after landing in 
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prearranged landing str~p outside Havana. It was indicated that 
. Cuban authorities would then issue a press release claiming that 
a Miami~based plane had dropped bombs· on Cuba!) . offering as proof , 
one .or more o.t th(3 bombs with United States markings which' 
supposedly had jailed to e:x.plode as·well as fragmen~s .from o·ther 
bombs .which the (!ubans would eY.plode.. A)mejeiras told informant 
tlJis hoaY. would enable the Castro ,regime to prqpagandize against· 
the United States State Department in order. tQ force United States 
action againstanti=Cq_stro elements in this country., Almejeiras 
said he wanted this ruse to take pJace on October 26,. 1959:; and 
qe:ecri,b(3d the. operation as "hig(tly important 11 to the Cuban 
Government6 ~he informant will .endeavor to elop additional 
trrtormation cOncerning this proposed plot.,.. · 

The informant also learned that Almejeiras r(3ported)y 
. stated that several hand gre.nades were' dropped from the plan? that 

dropped 1 eajl ets. over Hava'Tba on October 21 9 .Z959., Reportedly , 
Almej(Jirq,s stated that another plane flew over Havana on October 21, 
1959, but that the Cuban Gover t did not have any descriptive 
data· concernivg this lflG:ne., 

. It is r,equested that no further· di'ssemi.nation be made 
oj the i'njoTmation furnished by this informant ·because t.o do so 
might· place his 1 t.t:e in jeo;::.ard~., ( 0{) .. 
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