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5601 Potomac Avenue, N.W. 
·washingt;on, D.C. 20016· 

~·:;:_·_': ....... :; ;, ,;.,.,-... /:<'iiGi\1 A-5- s·~...,, . .,.-,-it'A:t>. ·July 25;·1969 

~'~::;:~~i:l~:.~::{~'F'~ ... ·~~·sv.:;:FKrASk ~E 
cu~~~ ~s-;.,.:;,.1~";;-;-;) ~~ ~tJ .. ··--~ __ , ~-:-~-L.~I~ 
Honorable William P. Rogers ~ i1ft..::.~i.0i U~ RJLL . ..._ 
Secretary of State 
Washington, D.C.; 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

r·: .. , __ , r··:_:: ,t.._;;E IN PART 
, ... \L OfNW,. 

In winding up my affairs at the Department of State, there is a pend­
ing matter which I believe merits your attention. 

Lee Harvey Oswald, the presumed assassin of President Kennedy, was 
all~dgedly present at aparty given by a Mexican communist sympathizer 

::·:.·_. 'and attended by the Cuban Consul, a veteran intelligence .. officer, when 
he was in Mexico shortly before the assassin~tion. There are allega­
tions that the Mexican-Government may have been aware of Oswald's 

A! 
A· presence at that party and that the Cuban Government may have tried to 

·. ~· intimidate others who saw him there. 
; ..... 
. o: 

li.,' 
a-..: A careful investigation of these allegations could perhaps explain 

them away. Until then, however, their public disclosure ·could reopen 
the debate about the true nature of the Kennedy assassination and 
damage the credibility of the Warren Report~ 

' ~\ Since I was the.Embassy officer in Mexico who acquired· ·this intelli-
·~: gence information, I feel' a responsibility for seeing it through t;o 
~~its final evaluation. Accordingly, I have prepared a memorandum 
-~~{enclosed) explaining this information and its initi.al assessment, keyed 
:~.,..,to three memoranda of conversations with my Mexican informant. 

I believe you would want to consider carefully whether to.let well 
enough alone in this case, or whether the risks attending possible 
public disc~osure of these allegations make further investigation 
warranted. 

Enclosure: 
Memorandum and four attachr,:ents. ~:.·' . :. ..... . .. . 

~Finnrr~i\L ----·------
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eoNFIDENTTAI.i 

.--. _ ... 

Jul~ 25, 1969 

' : ·.- ~ 

1. While serving as Political Officer in the u~s. Embassy in Mexico 
·City from 1964 to 1967, I became quite friendly with the Mexican play­
right, Elena Garro de Paz~ . An intell4Sent, witty, and outspoken woman, 
I found her a very useful if somedrries biased source of political gossip 
and personal history on significant Mexican personalities. She introduced 
my wife and me·· to many iraportant people in Mexico. She ·was also. parti­
cularly knowledgeable about agrarian affairs. A biographic report that 
I prepared on her on May 3, 1966 is attached (Tab A).· 

2. On one occasion, Miss Garro inadvertently mentioned to me that she 
had been at a party with Lee Harvey Oswald and two American companions 
when Oswald was in Mexico just before the Kennedy assas&~natio~. The 
party had been at the home of her cousin, Ruben Duran. · The memorandum 
of that conversation, dated December 10, 1965~ is attached (Tab B). I 
had not read the Warren Report, but I assumed that if Oswald had been . 
to such a party i~ Mexico, it would have been well known to the Embassy. 
I also knew Miss Garro to _be something of a professional anti-communist 
who tended to see a communist plot-behind any· untoward political e:vent. 
However,_ the episode about her being escortE!d into hiding/at an obscure 
hotel intrigued me. Accordingly, I decided to report the matter in 
writing. I gave the memorandum of conversation limited distribution 
within the Embassy, and did not send ~ny copies to Washington. 

3. A few days later I was called to the office of Mr.· Winston Scott, 

'. 

who headed the Embassy's Political Research Section (CIA). Also present 
was Mr. Nathan Ferris, the Embassy's Legal Attache (FBI). Th~y had noted 
with interest my December 10 memorandum of conversation. They pointed 
out that there had been a great many rumors about Oswald at the time of 
the assassination and that some could not be verified and others had 
proved false. They asked me, however, to try and get a more detailed 
replay of Miss Garro's story. Mr. Scott made clear that the FBI had full 
responsibility for any further investigations of the Oswald case~ 

4. In a memorandum of conversation dated December 25, 1965 (Tab C), I 
provided a much more detailed and accurate restatement of Miss Garro's 
alleged encounter with Oswald and subsequent developments. Certain errors 
in my original presentation were corrected. Niss Garro guessed that the 
date of, the party at her cousin 1 s house was· in early September, 1963. She 
admittedthat she had gone to the Embassy to report briefly'about this matter 
on an earlier occasion. 

,; :, ";c,· •t 

~--::-
\;.,.... '··· ... : :· ' .. " 'f 
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Durans after the assassination about a party which Oswald had reportedly 
attended, but that the transcript of the interrogation was entirely 
unsatisfactory by normal investigatory standards. Furthermore, the party 
inquired. about was not the mi.e at Ruben Duran's house, reported by . 
Elena Garro, but at an entirely'dit:ferent place. 'This.transcript may 
well be the source of Mr.'. Ferris' 'belief that ·Elena Garro's ·story· had ·been 
checked out and found to be untrue.·.· 

10. It would appear that ·.whereas. th~ FBI has discounted the Elena Garro 
allegations, the CIA is still considerably disturbed by them. The CIA 
may not have pressed for·further investigation, however, for a number of 
reasons: 1) considering the sensitive overlap and subtle competition 
between two intelligence·collectingagencies, it had to yield to the 
FBI's clear jurisdiction;<.2)·there areobvious complications in conducting 
such an investigation in a· .. foreign country; 3) there 

lationship between the CIA Station Chief 
and 4) 

~a!Ip)ip>ie~aairctngiiinttt:ihl'Ee~E[lleennaa--clG~aLir:lr~oi"'.!s;(c;ee:nO:aartiioo~ .. nmiaa~y~w~en 1 be agents 
the circumstances it•is unlikely~that:any further investigation of this 
matter will ever take place unlessit is·ordered by a high official in 

·Washington. ·. ··-: :-.:~~~- ,· · .· ~ \to' 
)· ·::; ,<' .. • ·',. ·',~· 

11. If all the allegatlo~s :~~ the attached memoranda were true, they 
would not, in themselves~ ·.prove· that there was a conspiracy to assassinate 
President Kennedy. However, if they were ever made public, those who 
have tried to discredit the Warren Report could have a f~eld day in 
speculating about their implications. The credibility of the Warren Report. 
would be damaged·all.the more if .it were learned that these allegations 
were known and never· adequately'. investigated by the competent· American 
authorities. • 

·~ 12. Reference is made again tb the b:i#ographic report (Tab A) on Elena 
Garro. She is hardly ·an ordinary or average person.· Her strengths and 
weaknes;Ses become exaggerated precisely because spe is not. It would 

,., -. . ., . 

be easy and convenient to sweep this matter under the rug by claiming 
that Miss Garro is an unreliable informant since she is emotional, 

opinionated, and "artistic." I have been affected at times by that 
temptation, myself. No American official, however, knows her better than 
I do. On the basis of the facts that I have presented, I believe that, 
on balance, the matter warrants further investigation. 

13. Finally, the record should show that a represent tive of a major 
American publication has at least some knowledge of is story. 

-~_:· ! . 

. :': ., 

""' .. -·. ~ 

·::.·· 
·._. 

·--~ { . . _ ... _ . 

·-.... ' 

.. ! · •. · .. ·. ·.- . • ~ • ' 

\ ... 

·.L_...~~~ 

Charles William Thomas 
July. 25, 1969 

-~-

; ~ ··. _. · .. 
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... "'.'' · 4
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DIRECTOR, FBI 7/15/69 
#At!.-INFO?iJ.!,~'r!CH<: (';}~TAINE'Il ·. 
HEREIN I-::.~_.-;;::;>'- S ',·~ ;: :_· ::.:; T.J~~-II"~ 

iSe~"7FOlet to Burel'lU d.':lted 1/7/63, under first 
character above, no copy M.~) which enclosed a copy of n 
letter dated 12./9./62, from subject to INS end in which he 
indi~ated he hQd attended the U.S,. Navr.J.l t<!adeffly. .r; copy 
of subject• s letter is enclosed for the inforration of 1~~ • 

.for the a ddt ttoniill infot:mlttion of the BurEH:u r\nd [ .,., 
Nf, on 7/10./69,(\!F 56--f:,* r~por_ the.t S:'MU.t~L l:' .. BFRcfl}·~ (~), 5_; 

lcont.aeted the i;~e;ssy of Israel ro!l'l Hinneso €'XL1Ct CS.J 
1oc<'ltion nof_~btained by infotr-a t, at which t 1'lJe he 

inquirl:d of~ss P'NIHA iOJ .... l"*~CK. a secret-0ry Dt the .£-btH>sy.('S_J 
:iS to the status of c l~~er he h.11d wr-itt. en to the ::::rn'bt.!ssy 
~ few week..~ ago. J?OLl..fr:!S!asked as to the nature of the 
contents of the l~tt.et' and subj~ct said he dJd not c2r~ 
to discuss its eontents over the telephone. However. he 
did stet~ he has quite~ ~ilita.ry beekgroun2i!n the u.s.; c ~ 
hns not been le to get clearf!ince. to serve , the Isr::.eli 5 .J 
Defense Forces, since he !"light lose l1is citi%enship, but l 
thought(the I l"ti~..li ight find so~ething su:ltr:<ble for h1~. C s_, 
He !"!entioned th~1t hi!! letter :;:t.\So eont;;ins --;f!'any things of 
:.: political .nature~· • which he thougbt@le 7sraeli~should C:~'J 
kno1<1 ~.;J.bout; that he llad been(lo t.h~ !:'n-.b~-wJ~ COI,tple of C .;)-..J 

yet,rs t1go; that he co1Jld not gcQo .. Israe!Jthen and th;q,t: he C ~:J 
eol.Jld not reveal the reGlson "Phy • but thnt he t:old t<ll 0-bout 
this in. the lette.r. 

i'c~ordlng to infomant Ollt·ciPdid not give subject C .sJ 
fm C!-ffime.tive ti.r:.a-we.r as to the status of his letter, or ns 
to 'fih.:.'1't £$Ction would be te.k{"..n in the matter. 

G)... Bure~>-' _ . iJ 
(1 -l195-lC82~) (ii:.:B.lt~sr oF IS2!'i:;L C.sJ 

·~ 2 .. 'i:'tinncapolis (En.e. l) ( r~·;) 
2 

- ~-io -~os ... s24) (ENBt·~·SY or Im.1::-x:~ 71 (?) ;{ ~--. P'l( ~ ·.~)j ,; >f.,. f! 
~: .. ·.* ~ ,;: ;;f:1 l-t. 

< ' ,, . 
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(\ 

~iFO 62 .. 0-19290 

If 1nfot"r>'!~t1on f:ro:mG_F 56~- s disseJT~ine:.ted,C .s.J 
it should be clessif!ed as;E.\'cret .. lio Forelgn Dissemination! 
and should be suit~blY. p phrased, sine~ 1t contain.~ D 
info tion furnished by sensi t1ve sour€!e in the lsrf\.eli C 
fiel In the event HI" prepare-s e corr:~Jnication which rr:ay 
subs antly disst~minated ti.nd which includes tnforrr.ation 
fr~ 568 .. $ the aover oornmunicat!on should explicitly C S. 
state tt~t the L~~. o~ contains info~ation vhieh 
should be designated The Bureau Will stamp the C~ 
doe!\lW:e.nt prior to disse!l"inat 

Since there is no indicntion that subject is presently 
in tha /;.~ed Services, it being noted th.:;.tt in hiil lette-r to 
It-t~ t e.bove ll he fut'nished his ~lo~nt as Vitro l<L!3borat.ories, 
&tlvar Spring, l!d., and t.he fact tlk1t hi~ C}i:4!Ct location :i~S 
urhow, no reco~:fl'tendation is being ]"!ade to furth~r identf.fy 
subject. However, !~~ should search its indices on suhjeet 
Hnd funt:lsh the Bureau flnd ~JFO the results thereof. 1 t is 
fut:ther r~qu£:sted that ffi» desf.gnate a copy of its y to 
the Duref.tU ~nd ~iFO files en l:tnbassy of !srae 
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