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Q Were you aware of the· fact that these Cuban groups 

' and individuals largely became aware of the fact that these 

were CIA operations? 

A Well, the way you put the question --

Q Answer the question any way you would like, 

qualify it or --

A Sure. I just was -- what I �~�a�s� trying to get at was 

that this effort at the time that I believe you are referring 

to was almost a Government-wide effort. The FBI was involved. 

The Immigration and Naturalization Service was involved. 

The Customs was involved. The Coast Guard was involved. The 

Army was involved. I believe the head of the Mongoose Task 

Forqe was sitting over in the Pentagon. In other words, it 

was such a coordinated.Government effort on this problem that 

I don't know what the impression of the Cuban emigres in 

Miami was in those. days·, whether· they tho-qght 

Q Was the State Department also involved? 

A Yes, sir •. I think they helped out with an interro-

gation center down there, and so forth. 

Q So you don't have any impression as to whether the 

Cuban-Americans were invovled in these organizations, were 

identifying themselves with the United States Government in 

general or the CIA specifically? 
\ ' 

.. r 

A No, I really don't know. I think they were almost; r' .. 

�~�1�1� Cuban emigres, weren't they? They hadn't had time to 
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become u.s. ~itizens. Most of them were pretty fresh out 
·I 

of Cuba. 

Q Most ofthem had left Cuba in 1959 or 1960? 

A Somewhere, or were even coming out at the time this 

was all going on. 

Q ~ere you acquainted at that time -- I am talking 

from the time you took over as Deputy Director for Plansin 

1962 -- with the fact that there was among these Cuban emigres 

a high level of hostility to Fidel Castro and the Castro 

government? 

A That was my impression. 

Q Were you also aware of the fact that there· was· a 

high degree of interest in disposing of Castro and his 

administration among these people? 

A I think there was a high degree of interest on the ~ 

I 
;':;~~~ .... 

part of the u.s. Government for changing the Government of 

Cuba. No doubt about it. 

Q Was there also a high degree of interest in that 

same objective on the part of the:..Cuban emigres? 

A Well, I had always thought so because most of the 

emigres that were in Florida at the time had fled from 

Cuba because they were anti-Castro. They obviously would like 
·: }~·.:~.~·.:~~·~~- -~4);,:· 

to have gotten back under a more benevolent government and ))~?; '· 
' ' . . .. ~· ;;..:; . . .. 

resumed their life in their own country, so I think 

them were rather dedicated to the cause of upsetting 
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1 government. 

2 
Q Do you know whether there was during this period 

3 of 1962 and thereafter a great deal of talk among the Cuban 

4 emigres of plans to assassinate Castro? 

5 A I don't know about plans to assassinate him. An 

6 awful lot of suggestions were made all through this Governmen 

7 about how one.got. rid of Castro, how one got rid of his 

8 government. Whether the Cuban exiles in·Miami were talking 

9 about assassination plots or were trying to work things out. 

10 I don't recall specifically. I just recall that during this 

11 ta 
1:1113 period there was a major effort made to carry out sabotage 

12 
Q 

in Cuba, to do what we could to agitate .the Castro. government,~ 

13 and all kinds of plans and theories and options were put 0 
lit~ 
• 

14 down and discarded or tried or whatever the case might be. 

15 A lot of theo~ies were enunciated which weren't practical. 

16 There was a great deal of effort being put into this. I 

17 believe they showed me a memorandum yesterday which I wrote 

18 after talking to the Attorney General at one point which 

19 indicated very clearly the dissatisfaction of the President 

20 and the Attorney General with the success of the efforts 

21 up to that point. I mean, that is one of the exhibits in 

22 yesterday's testimony when Mr.Belin was here. 

23 Q Now, after President Kennedy was assassinated in 

24 November 1963, and after it became known to you that the 

25 individual, Lee Harvey Oswald, was believed very broadly to· 
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have done the'shooting, that Oswald had had some activity 

Ill 

~ 
0 
C\1 
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2 
in the Fair Play for. Cuba Committee or one-man operation irt 

~ -. ., 
c: 

3 
New Orleans, in that direction, that there were at least 

0 

f 4 
reports that he had attempted to penetrate the anti-Castro 

5 
groups in New Orleans and possibly elsewhere, did anything 

6 
get suggested to you -- did you hold any conversations with 

7 
anybody about the possibility that the assassination of 

8 
President Kennedy was a retaliation by Oswald against the 

9 
activity, the talks and l!)lans to assassinate Castro? 

10 
A No. I don't recall discussing that with anybody. 

11 
I don't recall the thought ever having occurred to me .at the 

12 time. The first time I ever heard such theory as that 

13 enunciated was in a very peculiar way by Pr~sident Johnson. 

14 · I don.' t even remember what time it was. I heard him ·say in 

15 my presence -- I don't know that the comment was even directe 

16 at me -- that because President Kennedy had been respon~ible 

17 for the death of the President Diem of Vietnam that this was 

18 why President Kennedy had been shot himself, and I coulqn't 

..., 
0 
0 

19 see h0W the two .. things were even remotely connected, plus 
0 
N 

u 
ci 

20 the fact that I think it would be pretty hard to demonstrate 
c 
0 

"' .!: 
21 that President Kennedy assassinated Diem or shot him or 

-& .. 
~ 

i.J 

22 anything like that. Maybe he put into effect the course of 
vi 
~ 

"' ~ 
23 events but that is the only connection with the assassination' 

v; 
~ 

"' -.. u: 
24 I ever heard but I never heard of retaliation by attempts 

'-'--

0 .... 
<t 25 on Castro's life. 
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Q .I am not asking you about a story, Ambassador. T 

am asking you whether you ever had thoughts run through your 

mind as to whether or not there was a relationship between 

Oswald's contacts with the Cubans and his support for the 

Castro government, his .attempts in September 1963 to get a 

passport to Cuba, to travel to Cuba, his attempts to penetrate 

anti-Castro· groups. Did the con;nection ever enter your 

·mind? 

A I don~t recall its having done so. 

Q · Was this matter of the Agency's or the United 

St~te!=l Government's plans and efforts and attempts to 

assassinate Castro ever discussed with anybody from the 

,Warren Commission? 

A You say attempts to assassinate Castro? 

Q Yes. 

,. A Which attempts were these that you are referring 

to? 

Q Well, I assume that the matter was gone into at some 

length ~esterday, that you iridicated.that yo~ didn't. 

A There was some indication, et cetera, but it is 

not clear to me from the question you are asking me I am 

not fencing with you. I am just trying to answer your 
·r' 

question. I am just trying to find out what you are saying. , .. 
thai these -- there were attempts to assassinate Castro. Cast o 

still seems to be alive and well even today and what I am not 
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clear about is that .. having said that there were these attempts 

that they were ever carried out to the extent/or even 

attempted or did they ever get any place that they would have 

attracted Castro's attention. I have no evidence of this. 

At least, it was never brought to my attention. Maybe it 

was brought to other's attention but not to my attention. 

' Q I take it, then, ·that~ you never felt that it was 

necessary or desirable that anybody from the Warren Cornmissio 

eve:):' be·· advised, told, about the fact that there had .been 

any plans developed o~ efforts undertaken to assassinate 

Castro. 

A I didn't discuss it with the Warren Commission. 

Q Did you ever participate in any conversation with 

any other official within the Agency concerning the desira-

bility or non-desirability of revealing that matter to'the 

Warren Commission? 

A Nobody ever mentioned· it to me • And I wa sn '· t .: · 

Director of the Agency. I wasn·'t deciding what was going to 

the Warren Commission and what wasn't. I was just answering 

inquiries from the Warren Commission. 

Q Did you ever hold some conversations with efther 

Mr. Harvey or Mr. Bissell about the desirability of briefing 
r' 

Mr.; McCone on what was going on? 
!"*'" .. 

-
A We covered that yesterday. I don't recall this 

conversation that is alleged to have taken place. I don't 
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1 recall it at all. 
If) 

N' 
0 
(\j 

2 Q In any event, to the best of your knowledge, 
"' " ~ 
" 

3 nobody from the Warren Commission was ever advised that 
c 
0 

a: 4 there had ever been any plans of the Agency or the u.s. 

5 Governmerit to assassinate Castro? 

6 A I didn't talk to the Warren Commission about. it. 

7 I don't know whether anybody els~ in ~he Agency might have. 

8 Q The prosecution that ~as undertaken in New Orleans 

9 by District Attorney Jim Garrison of a man by the name of 

10 Clay Shaw 

11 A Yes. 

12 Q -- was a matter which was of some interest to the 

13 Agency, was it not? 

14 A Well, my recollection of Gar~ison is that Garrison 

15 was trying to subpoena me' to come and testify in some trial 

16 in New Orleans. This is what attracted my attention to 

17 Garrison, plus his reiterated statements that the CIA was 

18 responsible for the assassination of President Kennedy, artd 

"' 
19 that was how I knew about Jim Garrison. I obviously followed 

0 
0 
0 
(\j 

u 20 in the papers about the Clay Shaw trial, and so forth, which 
ci 
c 
0 
0, 21 I gather finally ran its course. I forget what happened. Was 
c: 
J: 
"' .. 
~ 22 Shaw exonerated? 
uj 
vi 
41 23 Q Yes. I believe he was acquitted,'if my memory 

,-..··· ,· 
~ 
Ul ... 
::! 24 serves me correctly. r' . 

.,. [ 
0 .... .., 25 Now, was there anything beyond the attempts of Mrw 
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Garrison to subpoena you that was of interest t"o the Agt;ncy 
N' 
0 

2 
N 
... in connection with that case? 
" ~ 3 
" c: 
0 

A Well, I don't 
a: 4 

Q And the general statements and allega~ions? 
5 

A I thought the man was sick, Garrison. I always 
6 

have thought he was sick. 
7 

·Q He alleged, did he not, tha~ the Agency had connec-

8 
tions with a number of different people, including somebody 

g 
by the name of David Ferrir and Oswald and Shaw? 

10 
A I guess so, yes. 

11 
Q And others. 

12 
A I guess so. Now that you mention them, these names 

13 
are familiar to me. 

14 
Q You undertook in connection with thit case, did you 

15 
not, to have the matter checked out thoroughly within the 

16 
Agency? 

17 
A Yes, sir. 

18 
Q To determine whether there were any such connections. 

., 
0 
0 

19 
A:: I believe so. I believe so., 

0 
N 

u 
ci 

20 
Q Had the.Agency ever had any contacts with_Clay 

r:. 
.9 
"' c: 
:c 

21 
Shaw of any nature at all? 

" ... 
3:: 
ILi 

22 
A 'My recollection was that

1

at one time or other 
vi 
t 
~ 

23 
he was approached by the Domestic Contact Service for some 

.y' 

Vi 
E 

,,, ii: 
24 

purpose. Was this correct? Somehow -- this will be in the 
0 .... 
<t 25 

records. Somehow I had the impression that -- you know what 
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2 
Q I do know the Domestic Contact Service is 

! .. 
c: 

3 
A Yes, and it seemed to me that at one time the 

0 
[ 4 

records showed he had been approached by them in some 

5 
connection or other. 

6 
Q Shaw was engaged in the import-export business, was 

7 
he?· 

8 
A I don't remember what his business was. I remember 

9 
he was 

10 
Q Was the Agency interested in preserving from dis-

11 
closure the fact that he had been contacted by the Domestic 

12 
Contacts Service? 

13 
A I don't recall, sir. I dori't reball whether this 

14 
ever became an issue one way or the other. 

15 
Q Did Garrison ever succeed in subpoenaing you? I:"' 

H 

16 

1? 

t:ICJ 

A No. ~ 
Q Was anybody from the Agency ever called to testify 

18 
in that case? 

19 
A Not that I recall. 

20 
Q Did the matter of the'Garrison prosecution.of Shaw. 

21 interest the top officials of the Agency sufficient tohave 

22 it be the subject matter of morning conferences? 
·r' 

23 A It might have been mentioned. I don't really .. i ... 

24 remember whether it was in a morning conference or where it 

25 was but it certainly would have been a topic with the wild 
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assertions he was making. I remember even watching him once 

on the television with my mother and he was such a convincing 

son of a gun that I thought by the time it was over I had 

better straighten my mother out about.my life, and I have had 

conversations with various peo~le from New Orleans about 

Garrison, through the years, like Eddie Hebert and Moon 

Landrieu, and so forth, so I have a pretty good fix on what 

kind of a character Garrison is. 

Q Did the Agency have any contacts, according to the 

10 studies you caused to be made within the Agency on that case, 

11 did the Ag_ency have connections of any_ nature whatever 

12 time with Lee Harvey Oswald? 

13 A Not that I ever heard of. I don't think that 

14 any examination that was made ever indicated that anybody 

15 from the Agency had been in touch with Oswald. I have never 

16 seen one piece of paper to this effect. 

17 Q And did Mr.Belin go 6ver with you yesterday the 

18 matter of the Agency's role in reporting on aspects of 

19 Oswald's trip to Mexico City in September 1963? 

20 A I don't recall that he did yesterday. 

21 MR. HARDY: No,. we didn't go into that. 

22 THE WITNESS: But isn't that exhaustively covered 

23 in the Warren Commission_report? 

24 BY.MR. OLSEN: 

25 Q There ar~ aspects of 'it that are not c6vered iri • 
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Warren Commission report. 

A Are there? I didn't realize that. 

Q As I gather kind of second-hand here within the 

Commission's staff, the Agency had a bug in the Cuban Consulat 

in Mexico City. 

A I don't think that was true. ., 
Q Didn't the Agency pick up a telephone conversation~, 

mean, look:,· S · .,· 
t< 

this is a long time ago, and I am sure that somebody ~ould ~ 

A I thqught that what happened.was -- I 

.. ~ 

be delighted to pull out . the. ree~ords on this but my recollec• 

tion is that th~ Agency in connect±bri'f'wi~th the Mexicans had ~ 
a camera which photographed people going in and out of 

G") 

the ~ 

over$ 
. . 

Cuban Embassy '1aifi@,i,,{th'at · they ,;had.; in., connection with our 

.. h~?l'\t.~;lf;·i·pg~:~.~,tr:;t;on,:s;;.,i>n0\'Mex·il'ce~l'. cd;rty/:··a~t~ce nt·r·a·cJ:\E'z·ed;;,• ... tei]e _phorre~(<:t'ap~;.wliJ. ( 
' 

t,appeq\;oei:il' q~J?n):l~#:,:'O,:·:t:t~~1ilife;s·, and one of them was the Cuban 
. . ' ' '' .. . ·' . ~ ' . . ' . ' . 

Embassy.but there was no bug in the Cuban Embassy that I 
\ 

ever recall. 

I see. Well, then, I appreciate your straighten~ 

ing me out • 

A That is my best recollection. 

Q OK. This was a generalized telephone· tap~ 

A This is a pretty sensitive item but 'for years the 

~ 

24 :tt.J!teh Chi.n~se, the Cubans., ·and so forth,· 'through a very/• large 

25 

T P SECRET 
NW -~095.~ Docld: 32204969 Page 30 



1bh 29 
\ 

0 
0 
0 
'I! 
~ 
"' 
N' 
0 
N .. 
~ 
~ .. 
c 
0 

6: 

.J 
::1 
< a. 
c!! 
Q 
It 
< :e· 

"' 0 
0 
0 
N 

u 
ci 
.: 
0 
0, 
.: 
~ .... 
"' ::=: 

LLi 
vi 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

·._:, •''·•·. -

T P ·SECRET 398 ,. 

these aren't lines .put on right there at the Embassy. 

Q. And was it this that accounted for the fact that 

there was some later attempt to pick out a person who 

appeared to be an Amer~can going into the Soviet Embassy? 

! 
A Yes. There was some photographs of·a manwho has 

neve'r been identified. Nobody has ever figured out who it 

was as far as I know. Time was spent endlessly figuring I< 

out who this man might be. The FBI went over it, we went over i 
it, everybody you can think of went over it and as far as I 

know, he has never been identified. 

Q How did it happen, as you recall now from the 

investigations ·conducted at that time, how did it happen 

that his picture got picked out of. all the pictures that 

had been taken of people going into the Soviet Embassy and 

have it accompany this report to the FBI? 

A I'm sorry. I have really forgotten what -- I think 

it was an FBI photograph, too, wasn't it? Weren't they the 

ones that made the photograph or picked it out or something, 

because they have an operation in Mexico, but I don't remember 

now just what the division of labor between the two organi-

zations-was. But in any event, let me get on with this. I .. . y' 

don't know why the photograph was picked out. I have no 

recollection any more. 

Q Ambassador, was there anything whatever relating 
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to Agency actions fn Mexico City or elsewhere in M,exico and 

connected with the trip by ~ee Harvey Oswald there that was 

not revealed to the Warren Commission? 

A .Not that I am aware of, sir. Not that I am aware 

of. 

Q 

~--------------------------------------------------~ 
relating 

to any involvement about Lee Harvey Oswald with the KGB 

or any other instrumentality of the Soviet Union that was 

not revealed to the Warren Comm'ission? 

) 
A Not that I am aware. 

Q Is there·anything at all, Ambassador, that,you know 

of today relating to the investigation of the assassination 

of President Kennedy that was not fully and openly revealed 

to the Warren Commission except.the Nosenko matter which 

was a matter on which the Chief Justice alone was briefed? 

A Sir, I would like to answer your question by saying 

that I was not the Director of the Agency at that time. I 

was the Deputy Director for Plans and I was, therefore, the 

recipient of many inquiries from the Commission to check 

out information overseas and do a variety of things in 

connection with the Commission's work. I thought we were 
,.-

enormously conscientious in helping the Commission and I 
i" . 

thought when it was all over wehad done an.absolutely f:t;rst-

rate job and I do not recall any of these things that you 
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1 
mention having been held back. I thought we were very forth-

2 
coming with the Commission because the President, President 

3 
Johnson at the time, wanted the Commission helped in every 

4 
way possible. We did all kinds of things to help them in . 

5 
their work that we probably ordinarily would n6t have done. 

6 
Q Then, do I take it that your:.answer would be that 

7 so far as you are now aware, tpere was nothing that was held 

8 \ 

back from the Warren Commission except the details of the 

9 Nosenko matter as to which the Chief Justice alone was 

10 briefed? 

11 
A That is right. That was my distinct impression. 

12 Q Are you aware of any particular, Ambassador, 

13 in which the ~varren Commission did not fairly present to the 

14 American public the results of its investigation that had 

15 CIA aspects to it? 

16 A Not that I know of, sir. You know, I have been one 

17 of the one~ that as these various books have come out and 

18 allegations made, and so forth, thought to myself, my 

19 God, how could the Warren Commission have done much more 

20 than it did? It seemed to me they had a very good staff of 

21 lawyers and they were .. very conscientious and hardworking and 

22 the.FBI .helped, CIA helped, and everybody helped as far as 

23 _I know, and I always thought the Warren Commission report 

24 was probably first class . I haven't'read it all, it is too 

25 long. 1.·.· 
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Q Do I take·it that your answer would be that you 

know of no matter that was not fairly revealed to the American 

public by the Warren Commission insofar as CIA aspects of 

that investigatio~ are concerned? 

A Sir, if there was I am not aware of any. 

Q There are, Ambassador, certain matters of this 

on this subject which we feel obliged· to have made a matter 

of record. It isn't that we are cross ... examinng you from the 

standpoint of believing something different than you believe 

necessarily. 

A Oh,. L accept that. I want to give you the best 

answer I can. 

Q Did you ever encounter or know of any information 

being turned up of Oswald having been in contact with an 

organization in New Orleans or elsewhere that was-in effect 

being sponsored by the CIA? 

A I don't know. 

Q Such as the Cuban Revolutionary Front? 

A I don't recall anything about this matter. 

Q And no records of any kinds were ever turned up 

indicating Oswald had contact with an Agency sponsored Cuban 

group? 

A I don't know, Mr. Olsen. It may have been. It may 

' 
have been in the records. I just don't recall it. 

Q There has been some testim6ny that has been received 
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by the Commission 

A Is this the Rockefeller Commission? 
' 

Q Yes. The Rockefeller Commission, in which an Agency, 

past Agency official, has expressed the opinion that Premier 

Castro had a pretty effective:.intelligence operation going in 

this c__?untry among the. Cuban emigres. Would that accord 

with your own impression? 

A I really don't know. I do know that the Russians 

have done what they can to improve the Cuban Intelligence 

Service but how effective the Cuban Intelligence Service has 

. ~ 
been in its work in the United States I have no way of knowing t'12 

Q Has this Agency within your knowledge, Ambassador, 

ever been penetrated by a foreign intelligence agent? 

A I don't know, sir. I hope not. We recognize· that 

we are·target number 1 for the KGB. That has been told us 

~ 
:ll1 
• 

t" ..... 
by various defectors. Over the years we have dorte~our level = 

~ best to fend off efforts. We have identified what we thought ~ 

were a couple of probes .in this direction at various times. 

But if.the Agency has ever been penetrated I am not aware of 

it, although I have to say that anybody who is Director of 

the Agency every day when .. he. walks .. :into the building .wonders 

whether if that· is the day that somebody will b~ turned out 
( . 

, 
that might be a penetration of the Agency; but I know of none. 

Q · Have there been any instances that you know of in 

whatever capacity you have had with the Agency in which a 
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debate·has raged within the Agency as to whether a particular 

employee is an agent of a foreign .government? 

A Well, I think that, you know, as we were saying 

earlier, just this afternoon, from time to time there has been 

a feeling that maybe that fellow might have been a recruiter 

or this individual might have been, investigation is conducted 

~ 
in an effort to see if this is the case. One hopes that the .~ 

0 

investigation is good and 'adequate enough to clear the ~ 
e< 

individual. We have used the polygrflPh wheirein:"there was 

some question about. these things. We have used all the 

~ 
I:IIIJ techniques that were reasonably available to us to try to 
(j) 

prevent this '<happening and I don ' t know. There we are • . ~ 

there occasions when you terminated 
~ 

MR. ROETHE: Were 
• 

employees under your authority to terminate without any 

question because you thought there may be some suspicion that 

could not be eliminated? 

THE WITNESS: I can't remember during my time as 

18 Director this happening. I believe that before I became 

19 Director there were a' couple of cases that were of dubious 

20 validity about individuals who were thought possibly to 

21 have had some unsatisfactOry connections and were terminated, 

22 but the case was never proved against them as far as I was 

23 aware. And I don't know of any cases that as Director I 
.r 

i"' 

24 terminated that way. At least I can't think of any. It would 

25 be very easy to ascertain.this, though, and I wish you would. 

T P SECRET 

NW 50955 Docld:32204969 Page 36 




