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·-'r. -·; L_MC CLA~. wa;s tra;v~lhng on Utmited Stat~~ Pat$~port 

(~?·Y 208~_;tssued by the United States Emb~$®y 9 Psw.~ City!) 
'"-palrll~:> Septembe~ 30, 1946.. His _date of bi~th ·was ... 
September 27, 1922 11 Pall'ls.ma City, Panama He i~SJ a.~bite male, 
~;w 3" ll 170 pounds 11 red hair, grey eyes~ CLA~J~ia~ed .. 
htE; waE!l going to visit his in .. law~S~» Mr. and Mrs .. rB .. J., ADAMSll 
Star Route 3 11 Pine Island~.Fort Myer~~ Florida:and then 

· "" · t P Ci"" ;, .:-. \ :t'~e:.urn · o anama · e:.y. ·;o ···; 
/ '~· .,_ .... _ ...... 

. On March ·19ll 1959!) JOSEPH MEROLA :b11.fonnl!1!ld t~at 
MIRO. had been in contact witq an ·i:rntlSlllig<e':n©e ·man from . 
P~ttrruama believed staying at the Columbu~ Hotrel. This periSlon 
brought MIRO word that his revolutiorrnary plalrlli!Sl iln Panama·· 
w~r~ known and warned him that he·woiUJld be·ISlh©~t-o!Ol a~ight. 
l£ROLA. said that thi$ "intellige!l:llc®i mal!ll" qi..ll~$t:lo!rll~d MIRO 
@Cil!ll©erning MERoLA·. MIRO offered to i!Oltr\Oldu©e MEROLA t@l him» 
Jb1gwever 9 this intelligence man de~lirrn~d t(\'J) atC!~~pt ... 

{ . ' . • <::) 

. lnve$tigation disclosed that&t CJLAl~J;he~k@d out 
of the Columbus Hotel at 3~05 p .. m. 8 Ea$1!::®~ St~~dard Time, 
Melr~h 20» 1959. 

At 3:35 p.m.!) Eastem. Stand~rd T:!lmtes J'OSEPH MEROLA 
. l~f(QlDl!led he had just received a telepho!rAe ©all frt.Om MIRO 
~tating that he. was at: the airport depteurt!!!llg for Cuba a101d 
did not plan to return. MIRO dis~losed to MEROLA that his 
<&;iO,~ntact at the Columbus Hotel had bee!Th in:terv-iewed by the 
FBI and 'that both had the feeling they 'l:v~re h~ilrug f(Q)llowed 
and activities checked • 

.--_;_----v·c:'l.t appeared possible to the M113!mi Offi©e that 
ght be·a CIA representative .. B~reau wa$ 

to contact CIA in attempt to ©o~fi~ same. 

. By a;$-rtel dated March 22 !). 19 59!) the Bure~u 
that it had been advi$ed 'by CIA t:hro1lllgb liaiSI(j)liJl·£1 
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:t!5 a CIA representati:w-e and Bureau further :instru©ted that 
~o further investigation was desired relative t ) 

It should be noted that on Marr<e;h 261) 1959 j) JOSEPH 
MEROLA con.ta.cted the Miami Office and ifl.'llformed that he was­
leaving for Ha"'J8Jt'llta~ Cuba» at 12~45 p .. mo!) Ea!Sltem Starmdard 
Time 9 on that da.teo It should be not~d that a tru~ bill 
•O)f indictJ,nent watS retumed against MEROLA !by a F'ede;ral · 
iG!t:'~rmd Jury at Pitt!Bllburgh il Pernnsylvall.lia, in· ~©>inlrli~«:tiotui with 
the ~aiSle entitled!) "STUART SUTOR)) ETAL 9 The:t;t: · Qf Go>ve~ent 
Property»" irnvolving theft of a:ms fr\OJm N~tie»lriial Guard 
A:tnli(Qicy'))- Canton» Ohio~ October 14il 1958.. ll11ldictmen.'llt wa:!ll 
r~turned on March-20, 1959 9 and MEROLA is presently free 
1\]nder $5:oOOO.,OO bond po2l!ted at Mi~i 11 Flo:Jti~a .. 

MEROLA info:tmed that s:Un~e Mar~h 20 i> 1959 ~ he -baa 
h~d several telephoni~ ~onversatiolDls with RUBEN MIRO who was 
iBlt that time in Ravana 9 Cuba.. MlRO: had t©ld him the 
plans of the invasion of Panama had b~en delayed u~til after 
the Easter holidays. 

-
MEROLA stated his purpose 1m g~~g to Hava~a is 

periSlonal business reasons and not iln any way «::o1!.1lne<eted with 
P!IUllam.anian revolutionary activities or f>Oir that matf;er 
T~volutionary activities of any nature .. -

MEROLA stated he would ~onta~t the Miami Office 
~£ the FBI upon his return from HavalDla in order to furnish 
<a1Thy pertinent infonM.tion ·regarding the Panamanian political 
situation .. He stated 9 however, he did not know'specifi~ally 
when he would return., 

It should be noted that info~tion fu~ished by 
~ROLA has been on a voluntary a~d ~o~fid~~tial basis • 
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