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iMC CLAIN was traveling om United States Passport

{ wgi@&fiissued by the United States Embassy, Pandma City,
“Pangma, September 30, 1946. His date of birth was ‘
September 27, 1922, Pamama city, Papama, He is a yhite male9

'3, 170 pounds, red hair, grey eyes. MC CLAIN*@iaim@d '

he was going to visit his in-laws; Mr. and MrgﬂfBo J. ADAMS,

Star Route 3, Pine Islamd? Fort Myers, Florida, and. then
s

return to Panama City, NS

s.l_/

On March 19, 1959, JOSEPH MEROLA inf@zde that
MIRO had been in c@ntact wath an “intelligence man from

Panama believed staying at the Columbus Hotel. This perS@m

brought MIRO word that his revolutionary plams inm Panama

were known and warned him that he would be shot on sight,

MEROLA said that this "intelligence man" questiomed MIRO

concerning MEROLA, MIRO offered to imtroduce MEROLA to him,

however, this intelligence man declined to a@@@pta‘

: Imvestigation disclosed thatfﬁm @Lﬁﬁmﬂ@h@@k@d ou
of the Columbus Hotel at 3:05 p.m., East@rn Standard Time,
March 20, 1959.

£

At 3:35 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, JOSEPH MEROLA
. informed he had just recelved a telephome call from MIRO

gtating that he was a& the airport departing for Cuba and
did not plan to return. MIRO disclosed to MEROLA that his
contact at the Columbus Hotel had been interviewed by the

© FB1 and that both had the feeling they were being followed

and activities checked,

5}t appeared possible to the Miaml Office that

ght be a CIA representative. Bureau was f;{?

“requested to contact CIA in attempt to confirm same.

W we 50953

By airtel dated March 22, 1959, the Bureau informed |

V-

that it had been advised by CIA thr@ugh 1iaisgn9 that
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is a CIA representative and Bureau further imstructed that ,
no further investigation was desired relativ& to 65)
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- It should be moted that on Mazeh 26, 1959 JOSEPH

MEROLA contacted the Miami Office and i@f@rm@d that b@ was-
1@aving for Havama, Cuba, at 12:45 p.m., Eastern Standard
Time, on that date, It should be noted that a tyxue bill

of indictment was returmed against MEROLA by a Federal
Grand Jury at Pittsburgh, Pemmsylvania, in conmection with
the case entitled, "STUART SUTOR, ETAL, Theft of Government
Property," invnlv1ng theft of amms frum National Guard
Armory, Canton, Ohic, October 14, 1958. Indictment was

- returned on March 20, 1959, and MEROLA is presemtly free

under $5,000.00 bond p@st@d at Miami, Florida.

MEROLA informed that simce March 20, 1959, he has
tad several telephomic conversations with RUBEN MIRO who was
at that time in Havana, Cuba. MIRO: had told him the
plans of the invasion of Panama had been delayed until after
the Easter holidays.

MEROLA stated his purpose in going to Havama is
personal business reasons and not in any way comnected with
Panamanian revolutionary activities or for that matter
revolutionary activities of any nature, -

MEROLA stated he would contact the Miami Office
of the FBI upon his return from Havana im order to furnish
any pertinent information regarding the Panamangan political .
gituation. He stated, however, he did not know specifically
when he would,retuxnc

It should be noted that information furnished by
MEROLA has been on a voluntary amd @@@fi@@@ti@l basis.
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