
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


··- . .-

JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM 

IDENTIFICATION FORM 

AGENCY INFORMATION 

AGENCY SSCIA 
RECORD NUMBER 157-10011-10078 

RECORDS SERIES 

AGENCY FILE NUMBER 

ORIGINATOR UNKNOWN 
FROM 

TO 

TITLE 
TESTIMONY OF OSBORN, HOWARD J. 

DATE 02/17/75 
PAGES : 22 

SUBJECTS : 

DOCUMENT INFORMATION 

MAJOR SUBJECTS TO BE COVERED IN TESTIMONY OF OSBORN, HOWARD 

DOCUMENT TYPE 
CLASSIFICATION 

RESTRICTIONS 
CURRENT STATUS 

DATE OF LAST REVIEW 

OPENING CRITERIA 

COMMENTS : 

PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT 
T 
REFERRED 
p 
09/29/93 

SSCI Box 288, Folder 9 

[R] - ITEM IS RESTRICTED 

NW 50955 Docld:32203846 Page 1 

Date:10/06/93 
Page:1 



SSCI Box 288, Folder 9 

TOP SECRET (XGDS) 

- Record Number 157-10011-10078 

MAJOR SUBJECTS TO BE COVERED IN THE 
TESTIMONY OF HOWARD J. OSBORN 

February 17, 1975 

Background of Mr. Osborn 

See the written statement submitted to the Commission by 
Mr. Osborn dated February 11, 1975. 
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1-lr. Debelius sta.tcd that he had carefully revig\·ed his own situation as a 
forrrer employee of the Office of Securitv within t..'1e CIA and that he had 
concluded that there was no Prospect that he would be called as a \vi tness 
either bv the Comnission or by any Congressional or other comni ttee. Hence, 
he did not feel that there VX)Ul:J. be any conflict in his representation of 
Mr. Osborn under the cai10ns of et...'rics applicable to the legal profession. 

Background of r.-Jr. Ostorn 

HOI.vard Osborn graduated from the Virginia Polvtechnic Institute in 1940 and 
shortlv thereafter entered the military service. After World War II he was 
briefly T.-Jith Firestone Tire and Rubber Corrpanv, and then joi~d -::he Central 
Intellige..'1ce Age--ncy in late 194 7. He servc=d in various assig;1Itlents within 
the United States and Eurooe prior to Sept~ber 1963, including assigrillen~ 
as Assistant to the Inspector Go....neral and positions within the Directorate 
of Plans. In SePtember 1963 he v.ras narred D=puty Director of Securitv. At 
that t.i.rre the Director of Securitv was Rob Bannerman. On July 1, 1964, he 
was narred Director of Security, and he continued in that position until earlv 
March 1974 \vhen he applied for disability retirerrent and went on sick leave. 
He was retired on disability on Decenber 31, 1974, having not returned to 
WJrk since going on sic~ leave on Marcil 8, 1974. He states that he had no 
involverrent \·Jhatever with Agencv activities after Mrrch 8, 1974. 

Activities of £~e Office of Security 

The Office of Security provides guards and security person.'12l to protect th2 
phvsical facilities of the Ag<"--ncy. It has res:::onsibility for overall security 
rreasure~ for all CIA installations, botl1 in the United States and .in foreign 
countries. 

TOP Sf:crt.r::T 

NW 50955 Docld:32203846 Page 8 

-



'IOP SECt"lET '' - 3-

I 

'IDP 

NW 50955 Docld:32203846 Page 9 



'IOP SECRET - 4 -

TOP SFX:RET 

NW 50955 Docld:32203646 Page 10 



· TOP SECRET' 
- 5.....; 

------

'IOP SECHE'1' 

mt 50955 Docld: 32203846 Page ··11 

~ 

i 
i 
I 
l 

I 
i 



- 6-

:r-t::eord Letters (continued) 

2. 

'IOP SECRET 

NW 50955 Docld:32203846 Page 12' 



- 7 -

'IDP SO::RCT 

NW -~095.~ Docld: 32203846 Page 13 



TOP S'::CI<F.T - 8 -

NW 50955 Docld:32203846 Page 14 



- 9 -

NW 50955 Docld:32203846 Page 15 



'IDP SECRET -10-

...... 

Mail Intercepts 

r-.r. Osborn reports that 9,_jm~alh. 1Lll1~· ~t-2-e~r~ce~~....E~:E:::wn=:..., ~ll1~· ::_!t~1e;~w~Y~'o~r~k~~ ~C=J..~· ty~~b~e~g~an::::_:ll1~· ~c6o~~u~t:_ __ J 
1952 and enced in 1973. I 
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!k. Osborn is also acqu:llnted Hi t-h the fact t.hat from 1969 to 1971 the project 
of mail surveilla..-'1ce occurred from tirre to ti.'TP in San 
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Vrr. Osborn states categorically that t.~e Office of Securi t.Y has ne'I.Ter to his 
kno>·Jledge: 

conducted ai1Y audio surveillance, telepho:-:2 taps, physical surveillance 
or p:;rscnal i.Tv·estigation of a.'1y !Tl2..1'ber of Congress or oublic official; 

maintain-:::d a21y file for political 9r other inproper pur;::x:lse of anv such 
conoressmen or public official; 

pulled any file for e.'Xamination for purpose of che&-ing up on anv such 
member of Gonress or public official . 

.r.1r. Osrom states that he does not recall any instance during his career with 
the CIA to \vhich anv particular activity of the Agency v.ras exarnined in the 
specific liqht of Section 403 of the National Security Act of 1947; i.e., he 
do''' not recall anv assessrrent of a proposed or ongoing activity from the 
s+ .dpoint of ~·mether it \''as improper as a "police", "la-w enforC'811""'_nt", or 
11 intema1 security" function. 

lnpression 

M::". Osborn impresses the interviewe1.· as being honest, intelligent, and dedicated 
to the interests of the United States and its people. His rre.m::n:y appeared to te 
ill error in sorre details, but considering the wide range of the interview a.r.d 
the tine period ii1'i70lV2d, coupled with the \·:ide breadth on resronsibilities ar.d 
the nUlT'l:er of personnel under his . supervision in the Office of Security, this 
is to be expected. 

There is one area in whia.~ the interviewer was doubtful o:::mcerning the corrplete 
' r of Hr. Q,;J:::om. That w-~s the area of his kna.vledge o::mceming the 
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1-ir. Vice-President, Governor Reagan, distinguished 

of this Co;m~ission. I am here willingly at your 

invit~tion; I shall answer all of your questions fully and 

candidly. 

My federal service has ~xtended over a 32 year period> 27 

of those years were spent with tb0 Central Intelligence Agency. 

I am proud of my service with the C.I.f., and I am proud of the 

thousands of dedicated men and women with whom I worked in the 

C.I.A. I retired from the C.I.A. on December 31, 1974, after 

having been on sick leave from March 8, 1974, until the date 

of my retirem2nt. My last ten years of active service with the 

C.I.A. were spent as the Director of Security. I was responsitrle 

to the Director C.I.A. and to other senior C.I.A. officials for 

personnel security and for the security and protection of classified 

information, data and installations, both in the United States and 

abroad. During my tenure as Director of Security, I served 

successively under Mr. John A. McCone, Admiral William Raborn, 

Mr. Richard Helms, Mr. James R. Schlesinger and Mr. William F. 

Colby. 

I am aware of allegations given recent prominence by the 

news media that C.I.A. conducted improper activities in the 

United States. Since my departure from active status in March, 

1974, I have had no access to Agency files or records with which 

to verify or refute such char0es. I can assure the members of 

this Commission 1~:y full cooperation but it is possible that my 

recollection of dates and details may be imprecise or unclear 

without access to particular files and records of the C.I.A. To 
:::__ I (f 'l _;__. 
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~he best of my kno~ledge and belief, all_ of the actions and 
' 

activities in which _ participated, or which I 

recorded and documented in C.I.A. files. 

At all times, while servi~G as Director of Sec~rit~ I 

acted with the knowledge and approval and at the instruction 

-<k"~~~ 
of the: Director of C.I.A., and in many, if not most instances, --~-~-.;--"' ·-" --- -:~?iJ 
with the lmO\vledge and approval of other senior Agency officials- ~-:_,...;;::·~~-

-· ~~:~-*'I~~~~ 
in the chain of comJnand. I should like to emohasize that Securit.,, ;,;-~ij' 

. - - _' .:~~~~; 
in the Ae:;ency is a service and support function and its acti vi-tie;:; ~-- :/.i.':..~£"7-

·- :._..-.-;._~y.:_; 

are not self-generated. Arr,ong other services, the Office of . "·~,c·c;~1 

Security provided guidance and assistance to employees with _: -_-c __ -__ .;:_ii~tr

personal problems; it provided support to other Agency component~- . ~c-_::.:..,/:::. 

upon authorized request and perforrr.ed tasks and special inquiri .':~~~~· 
assigned to it by the Director of C.I.A. The Director of C.I.A.'- - '·}.;::-~~,:-~~-:~ 

was empowered and directed by the National Security Act of 1947 ... ..::-~[-fi;-
- ... ~---~~-;.~_: .• ;::: 

to "protect intelligence sources and methods". By virtue of and _- .-: .. ::_~";""::=~~ 
:_~~i-.--

extension of that authority, those actions·and activities within 

my purview were designed to prevent potential penetration of tl12 

Agency by hostile intelligence services, afford protection to 

---;::~~-3: 
:-~-- -~~~ 

,.:--;: 
-'";...., ._::;; :_.;_:·. 

_; ;._.;.,; -;.~~: 
.. " _; ;~~;~·-.:i.-
-f~~f~ 

the Agency's domestic installations and to determine the source::o _ · >-~'t--
. . . --· .. _:: ~~ 

of unauthorized disclosure of classified and sensJ.tJ.ve :intellJ.gen::::~- · -~_;-_,,--..: . ----~€-~ 

information to public media. - .- ·.r- ,,_. 

Hhile I am not now privy to precise statistical data, .c>. ··~ 
I believe the United States Government Agencies involved in ,·.< = .. :;:;~ 
intelligence activities can document the fact that the number · · -- '~ ~-:.,-

• • .... ~ Q ._- ~~~&.:"":...: 

of Jw::;tile forcd.cn 'intellio;ence representatives in our countr:::::-_· .""'·.·-~~:~# 
·~ .... '• ·~ 

• ...7 

has increased sio;nificantly in the last ten years. One of 

their prime tarr;cls is the United States Intelligence Conununity. ..:·· ..... .,L..Oll";>-:". 

: ~:-~~-~~~: 
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t~rty investigation and revie':l of C.I.A., or any othErelement 

c1f th:.:t communi.ty should be made i·Jithin that context. 

After many years of service in the security field, I 

can fully understand the extreme sense of frustration among 

the United States Government officials regarding unauthorized 

disclosure of classified inform.ation. It is devastating to 

read the contents of a highly classified document disseminated 

in the intelligence community and then a day or two later, to 

read the same information ad literatum in the press. I believe 

most firmly in freedom of the press, but I believe also tlJat 

there should be a sense of responsibility accompanying such 

freedoril; that sense of responsibility seems often tobe buried 

or absent in the publication of classified information which 

could endanger our national security. 

I welcome the opportunity to appear before this Commission 

and to assist it in acquiring facts relevant to its investigation. 

In the course of developing such facts, I am hopeful the Commission 

will look at the possible consequences of the Agency's failure to 

act even if the Commission should find fault with individual 

conclusions or judgments made by Agency officials. 

I shall endeavor to answer all of your questions and I 

shall put aside my citizen's s~hield against self-incrimination. 

Tlnt decision is based on my desire to assist the Commission to 

the full extent of my ability and for the equally cor;ent reason 

th~1t I do not believe that811y action I performed was unlawful 
/ 

or in derogation of my duties to the United States Government. 

/ 

// (, ) // 

.. /.-( '/, t'(" /( _) 

' HOWAHD J. OSBORN 
~~4.-"1.-L. ,_ . 
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