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TESTIMONY OF

Mr. Richard lielms

AFTERNOON SBESSION - p. 93

Mr. Richard Helms -- Resumed
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EXECUTIVE SESSION

rriday, June 13, 1978
United States Senate,
Salect. c,ommitt-‘.v to Study Govermmental
Operations with Raspact to
| Intuil;qgnc- Activ-itiu’
Hulﬁinqton, D. C,
The Committes Mat, pursuant to notice, at 10{12 o°clock

c.n;, in Room §-407, The quitol. Senator ¥rank Church

7
e

{Chairman), prunidinq}

1

Prusunt: Senators Church (prusiding}, Morgan, 'lart of

a’

L)
e
1]
b
B

Colorado, Bakar, Goldwatur,vMaﬁhlas and Schﬁeikef.

ha T o

Also present: William Miller, Staff Director:

)

Frederick A. O. Schwarz, Jr., Chiaf Counsal; Curtis R. Smothers,

7

Minoricy Counsel; and Charles Kirhow, William Bader, Michael .

Madiqgan and David Aaron, Prqfussiodal Staff Membsrs.

B10 F ot Gleeet, § €, Wanengion, O €. 20003
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The Chairman. I am golng to ask Fritz Schwarz if he would |
give us a short rundown on what it is wa intend ¢o focus on l
in tha questioning today,'what we axpoét to covar, what we hope
to get, and anything, I supposs, Mr. Smothers, that you would
like to add, just tb give us a sense 6! direction in.§Onncctinn
with th@ proceedinqs this morning.

Mr. Schwarz. Mr, Helhs waa.Biaauli's Deputy during the
period that th- Bay of Pigs was planned. I!le apparently was
'kopt pr-tty much out of that, that is both consistent with what

he sald yestsrday and with what the writtan racord appuars tc

show.

N9

u;-gOQK over as Daputy Diructor of Plans in the winter o

‘I'.
e

WARD & Pawd

IbGZ and remainsd in that position uwssentially until he becane

o=

the hudd of the Agsncy in‘lqﬁﬁ.

Thc tirst thiug that I thin% that we should cover with
him is to go through his perspsctive on what was happeninq
with respect to Cuba gensrally without gatting to *hs assasiinc-
| tion Auestion. On that ha's qoina to say, T bslieve, hased c:
;uturvigwlua him ygst?rday and tht~h. said to the Rockafallsr

Curunission, that thers was continuing lutzise pressure %o do

something about Castro or et rid of Castro or ovsrThrow the

Communist goveramant in Cuba.

't think ha will say that in that connsction, in «ffuct,

410 Fasyt Steset, 3.0, Wevhengton, D.C. 2000)

anything gows. Or, as Sanator Goldwatar put the cussation thz

TOP SECRET
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'othtr day, there were not any limitations. But it's qoing to
be worth a little bit exploring with him and understanding what
he means. Does he msan that the CIA could have dropped bombs,
cguld ﬁaVo blown up ships in th; harbor? What does he m;an bv
anything goss and what doss hs mean by thers ware no -limita-
tions? |
When we come to the subjécﬁ qgiggééépipatiépq Iith1Qk}

you will uua‘his tentimony kind offso§h¢;ihaék aﬁd fo?gh} O
the one hand, he i8 qoing to»bu‘;afing,'Wsli, qnythinq g0es,
and that _15 something. On the Aot};qg',’ihéind,._hc'a qoina to be
saying, I think, wall thare really waanft anythinn o La the

assassination araa.

A 7

Ha:ﬁirl admit that he knaew ahout Mr. Hoselli; he will

EN

admit, ! belleve, that he, indeed he aﬁd his man Hafvév took

o
2
<
e
L]
8
&
<
L3

over Roselli. But 1 bulisve you'll find the testimony, baiad

on what he said to the Rockefullar Commission and'what he said

‘yastsrday, quite vague on that suﬁ{;gé;

We will turn on that subiect:bsfors too long to th=: 104~
memo which {8 the most complgte.debcription of ﬁﬁa Aavants in
connection .with Castro. HMe ﬁnd_thatfprepared.buqqgag Presiden’
-Johuspn asked him £d~ﬁriuf.?rasidan?vjohnaod on tha a}lgqati;;ﬁ
abuut Castro tha% were anpsaring iu th; Pksss. Then_JOhunOn‘
v hile own added Trujlllo and Diem.

Sanator Baker. I3 this the Druw Puarson article?

210 ¥ @t Yteowt, 3 €, Warhwngion, D T, 2O003

“Mr., Schwarz. Yes, which President Johnson had bhaan

TOP SECRET
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810 Fuwnt Stever. 3.8 .. Woshongton, D €. FO003

HW¥ 509535 DocId:32423463

personally told about and had been told additional details
on.

1 think he will say ;hQrmnmo is accurate. We will discuss
what ha did after the memo was written telling pasople to destrcy

certain documents relating to the mamo. We will have to. take

'him-thrduththd parts of thg:memo'which say he decided or he

qqr;ég.vlﬁﬁ_uarng‘k.dacision-hot to brief McCone. But that is
ntat§¢'on thrbi'occaaiénu in.tho memo. I ﬁhink'hp will testitv
either he r‘mnmb-rs no such thlan That is what he saldl
'yos;;:dny and what he said to the Rock,fellér Comminuion.
MorwoOvVer, I'thiqk he's golua to disaqres with ‘cCona's

t-ngimonygahout “icCone’'n attitude toward ansessination, and
at iagsénsay that he never heard “cCons express any douhts abau®
assassination, A, and B, that if McCone had sﬁch aoubta he wouid
have heard them,

. Senator Baker. What's Hs going to say, Fritz~--.wg1}. i
thought you were finished. fo ahsead.

er._Schwarz. Another thing on Castro. On the general
subjeétjof~disélosﬁrusvto President, ! h;va a hook on‘mall
.opo_x.i_x".q‘ whizh we should .ot qet into the datails of but ia
rclévgut in>t£is s;nsu, in the so-callesd Huaton Plan which h-
and J, Edgar loover, fayler and Bsnnett, Genaral dasnnstt,
signed thers was a flat statement, and this was in Juna 1970,
that m?il onening has boesn discontinued that was aiqned by hir

and submitted to Prasident tixon. In fact, the mail opanina

TOP SECRET
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project lasted into 1973 in New York and was just starting on
his authority in San Francisco at the vary ¢ime h¢>w¢l writing
President Nixon suylﬁg it had been discontinued.

" That is worth<huv1nq him -xpiain.

The Cbalrman. llas h; sxplained that to you previously?
" Mr. Schwarz. Ha didn't, bacause we didn't have this in
mind. usitil ra!torwards. That is _eaa.ntux.'x-/'ic on the castro.

The Chairman. What did ha ﬁhy 6n tﬁo question of
P:i:idcntial authority in assassination?

ﬂrz Schwarz., Wall he puts it in this s;nnn. Senator.

Anything goes, and wae knew the President wanted the governmuan®

-

ovarthrown.

]

The Chairman. Nothing morw specific?

.

wawh & Pauvy’

Mr. Millar. I disaqree., If I might, 1 think this migh:

1N

help, Fritz.’

A

Yasterday in the discussion we follo#.d the theme that was

7

raisasd by Bisssll without stating where -- in fact, we 4id

expross the notion of plausible denial.

Mr. Schwarz. Yes, wafﬁhouid‘diqcusg that with hin, wha~
does it mudu.dud so forth.

Mr. “tiller. And wevcamu‘bgldly out with the questios,
could this haQa happunad without the Prusident’s approval. And
I think, it {8 my impression aﬂd there mav bs other gradings

on this, bucouses he was verv careful in his answer, was he Aid

© A0 F ot Seem, $ €, Wavkengion, D 30003

not think so. The Prusident and the Attornuy General were awarc

TOP SECRET '-
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of these things and the pressure of the times ~- this is whera
he 18 very qood =-- he talks about tha intense desire to do

S something -about Cluba, 90 miles off the coast and 80 on, that

. Paone (Asse 207} 3646008
[

4 thare Was pressura, very  atense presuura sishl, =bL. jovezan.i® -

5 I to mount opsrations and get things dons.

6 Senator Goldwater. ﬁouid you yiald*at‘ghat'poin£7 i
K  Mr. Miller. Yes; sir. »» v . }j 
8 " Senator Goldwater. I think it willvbuAVaEy helpful to u .
< 9 this Conmittes if we could, in some way. have Mr. Helms explaisn
o 10 th; philosophy that i{s wrapped Qh in the President knowing or
i '11" not knqwinq. This {an't confined to this Committac. ehia {8
l‘-; 12 ' international and‘I think %hay have to pri?tqct the President.
QCE 13 And whup Bissell .Qaid in elfact, yves, [ would lie, ! would o
(o1 ) ' '
ot 14 || it to. .
e 15 Hr. Miller. ”e,th into that quaestion yesterday.
v 16 .Sénator Goldwater. If wa could devalop that philosophy,
~ 17 LgCauso I don't think enough of tha staff or enough of the
18 | matbers have svVer bcen_axposcd to that kind of thinkinq. In :
w 1% g othc?'words, is it batter to have One man assassinatad or have . 5
% 20 , to q¢ to wa? and all of us guat back intqﬂ;ha business of killis -
g 21 thousdnds.
5 -3 Mr. Schwurz.. Hg curtdinly says that there was intense
? 2% !l pressurs and he explicitly aald that thgr; ward RO limitatiousl
. g 24 i axpressed with reqgard to that nra-‘fsura. 'On the spacitic of
% 25 | assasainations, he said that may have buen discﬁssud aﬁ-an
TOP SECRET

3
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option but he is very furzy when you get down to was it

actually di@cuslld.

Mr. Smothers. What ias very helpful, I ﬁhink, and! we spent :
nomae tima with him vaesterday, oﬁ simply agoing through his
impressions of how Mongooss developed and how he ‘-had cém- to
the feeling that he articulated very clearly that there was no
doubt in his_mipd about what his ﬁatchinq orders wera about
what .they wint-d'dbne.ftheyxbcinq the Pr.uid-ﬁ; on down.

Q; talked ahout the question of tha various sources of thir
kiand 6fv4mbfhla;on,_muetinqd:hg;hadﬂwith_Cabinct neople, mgatinam
that Mr. McCone would have, his conversatlions with McCone.

While not aexplicit, it is Vurylclenr tha* all of these mestings

apbuar to him to bae consistent.

™~
<
c

¥
H
4
-
L
£
<
8

"I think tha othar thinqg that may be vary helvful for us

~

to try to gst a closws look at is the nature of the coordination,
again as rafluctsed by Mongooss., Hers we have a nulling tone*het

o!'oss-nﬁially all of tha govarnment afdenclas in an sffort to

get a task dons, and if wa focus on sornething like, ona,the
Attbrﬁuy Ganrél's involvement, it appsars as he dald vesterday
:hqtziha wholw conceﬁt of the Spucial Group Suamuntud was to

“allow for the Attornasy Genurul's input, and Afso-ﬁo provida

for the stewardship of Lansdale who, for the first time, whose role
bo;omua a littls clearsr here as we 100X at why fLdnsdale comes

out of nowhars.

8310 F st Steset, 5.0 . Washengran, O €. 20003

I think i{f we rwally pursuu‘tha quastion of how thisa

TOP SECRET
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coordinatgon effort looked, it will probably give us the bast
dnsight o% the authority then.

I think t:ﬂlgo found interaesting yesterday his attituds
Jtoward the Mgrin pecple. Na élaarly talks about the@ as juss
anothcr.aﬁu;t. but his attitude =~ and correct me if I'm wron«
'h‘rc:é?jvéa:moro or less to poch-pooh it. Here was .om;thlnq,

itvyié;wixd4¢y.d, it probably will never work, but it's somethim

we'll throw against the wall. Aud T think laft uas with the
impreuuloﬁ. okay, let ﬁim go out and try ig. But, You know,
HOUOJY‘IQAIIY eXpacts anything to come of this, and he is
parttchlarly pooh-poohud when hn talkl about what was expecte!
of Roselll. And Ivbclluv. he finally ended up usindg the tarn
A zl;ch‘as to what thay Qould Jat oqﬁ of that «ffort.

| tut I.th{nk probably the mbsf valuablo‘thinq he can do for
us i{s to quQ us noms of ths impressions, soma of the fuslinas
about what was going on in that timeframe. [ don't think ha's

tarribly sbecific as to saving wha+t.

Sanator Bakasr. ‘lay I ask a ¢uestion, Y4r. Chairman, and !
think a QaQ to get him in h;rn is not to leave him out thare
Qith Q4u Schorr too load. .Tell ma about ﬁjn frama of mind,
VhiS'dttiLgdo. | .
Pouss ha sesm apprehansive, evasive? fa there any point

in us thinking while wuxanining tha witness, what (s he holdin:

back, 1f anything? I8 there aasvy neceassity, [ think, to thin®

430 F ot Siewwd. 3 T Washngion, B €.J0003

about the posslibility of'immupity?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Miller. I think the attitude that, number one, he
stated, I mean this is the statement, that he is going to
respond to any queation-Sy the Committiu fully. That was his
intention declared. o

Sacondly I think that he feels that twenty-five years, his
“twenty-five yaars of service QOgthauqovcrnmaht is und.; attack
nov. Hc’atugod ;hat»l£‘is his baliaf that everything ‘he has
dogf 1n'qovafnmunt h#s bédq'unAQr.diryct ord;r or lawful
Aughority.

Senator Schweiker. From tha top, Bi11? I

Hr; Miller. Yus, he was Q.ty hsated on that point at one
-point. I think 4t would be well worth, you know, prassing this
button..

So I think it is a mixture of saying vou nust understand

AN ‘I'
T AL

the times. Helms himself was acting under lawful authority ot‘

direction.

A

7

Thirdly, he wants to explain to the Committee why he did
thifnas and so on. ! must say that yvasterday, trying to hold
him:onto a question was difficult,

Hr. Schwarz. He is. a yury,‘vépv intglliqant witnués,
and '1f you chr:H;nf to pfn the man”downﬁoh prccisé facta, he
kﬁowa Vary well how to make ﬁhar difficule.

4r, Miller. I ﬁhink ths way you can draw the most irfor-
mation out of him ia asking him in ths context of ths timas,

the proceduraes by which things ware donae, and he tells mora

TOP SECRET

410 f ot Strowt, § .8 Wahegton, B C. 20003
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&bout in fact through impressions, ha gets more preciss.intor~
mation out by»which he calls impressions thap if you ask him
specific questions. | .

"Senator Goldwatar. Well let me back up. I knéw this
t-liow Qury, very well, and he is very touchy on the aubjact of
his years of :crﬁico to the government. o

'x}ha-crxa"iman. A right, let's have him in.
 “!.£Sch§¢ti.‘lThQ only document that on it;»fééé‘-;>6ﬁiv
roler that og>1t§ f;ccg is not'a@lf-cxplanatory are a bu£ch:6!
hahdﬁritton'notus; Thoa;‘arq his notes, I khlnﬁ.,eérrtho

purpose of briefing Prusidsent Johnson on the subject.

N " 7
WARD B Pawy,

“

;
g
|
i
|

e erars  Toold: 32423463 Page 13



avey EMOGRE

‘gu
°e

%
|
i
:
:

" (Mr. Helms asntered the hearing zoom at 10:28.a.m.}

The Chairman. Mr, Halmi. would you please stand and be
gworn?

V'Do you swear that all of the testimony you are giving irn
these procsedings will be the truth, the whole truth and
nothibq but the truth, so help you God?

» _ Mr; !.1@3.:>Y§s.1;1r{ A .

-Th-wéhairman. Nf. Schwarz wi;l’b-q£n>£ho qucsglonlné.

nantTd: 32423463 Page 14



TESTIMONY OF MR. RICHARD HELMS

e
Mr. Schwarz. Just some procedural matters, Mr. lelms,
As we discussed, you know you have & right to counsal?

Mr., Helma. Ye¢s, thank -you.

nr.‘Schwarz. And you have your constitutional rights, as

we discussed yeutordayf And you also have the right to stop
and obtaln counsel if you want, do you khbw that? ’

ME. Hlelma. . Thank vou. v

Mr{’sébuarz. You joined theihqonéywif li- outset, is

rlqﬁt?

Mr. Melms. Yen, Mr. Schwarz.

Mr, Schwarz. And you had baan in tha 08S before that?

Mr. llelms. Yes, I was in the OSS and then 1 went oOn to
ith;; what was later known as the SSU in &h -
rdupartﬁunts. . Then 1 was in ghu CIG and wh  tha.C1GAw¢s
subsumaayin the CIA, 1 went to the CIA wﬁ{ghihad besen set up
under the Mational Security Act of 1967. )

Mr. Schwarz. And you Quro on the operational side of the
Agency Or the clandustipu s;d,, is that right?

Mr. ualmb; Yeg. 1 started {n what was kéown as the Nffica
of Special Operations and that later became the clandestine
service. And I was in that until 1965,

Mr. Schwarz., HMoving to the late '59's, were yOou the

Daputy Dirgctor for Plans?

410 Foul Bireee, $ € ., Wovhengton, O C 20005

Mr. Helms., HNo, [ didn‘t =-- let me ses, I beCams Daputy

TOP SECRET
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Director for Plans in early 1962.

Mr. 8chwarz. All right,

Were you the second in command in thé Plans section?

Mr. Helms, Yes. I had the title of Chief of Operatiors
which was the number two.

Mr. Schwarz. And you Soparto& to Mr; Biia;ll? _

Mf.»"olml. 1 reﬁortud first to M:; Wiénlr énd th-n £o
Mr. Bissell. ‘<H. | »

Mr. Schwarz. And iheq whan Mr. nt;lifl,lsft in the vlnt-f
of '62 you left his pl&ca as the Dcputf,ngrector for Plans?

Mr. Helms. Tha€ is corrsct.

-

®AND B PAwe

Hr; Schwarz. And you staysd in that job until you hacAﬂc

(4]

DCI, or did you have an intervening joh?

c
C
C

Intelliqence which was & job that I recaivod‘ia I think it wan

April of 1965.

2 4

Mr. Schwarz. At about ths time Admiral Rayburn took
OoVer?
Hglms. TIxactly the sams tima.
Scwharz. And thén you spcceedudedmlral Rayburn an
tslma., Tha% is corract.

Schwarz. And you hsld that iob until_thé winter of.

10 Toet Pewsd, 3 € Wovkenglan, D ¢ NG

Helma., I think it was very wearly in *73.

TOP SECRET
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post, which is Ambassador to lran?
Mr. Helms. 4Yea, sir.
Mr. Schwarz. All right.

Would you recount for the Committee, turning to the count.ry

takeover and tunnlnq,up to the time you*bocaﬁa-pCt

1 say‘r.lqtipnshiv. I dOn't'moan the formal diplomatlc ucnia.

but.in the sanse Of what was the United Statls'qoﬁgrhhont

{nterasted {n accomplishing as far as the qovgrnﬁint of Cuba

wad CouCerned,

Anpressio

Mr. llelms. Wall, this recital may ba somewhat
{stic because I have not gone into any dutails about dates.
In fact, I don't racall right now wha® ynar it was that Castro

took over, in the real sense. When was that?

Mr. Schwarz. °S9.

Hr, Helms, '59,

After hs took over thers was‘no Agubt that Preéid;hi
Fisenhower's Administration ruqardud.tha? devalonﬁuni'as a mone
unéortuuatc onw, dnd‘aéartiuq c;rly on, var ious ﬁhOUth w#a ‘
qgiven to how this takeover of Cubd'by.aVCommunisi'qoﬁld be;ﬂ.
huow the balance could he redressed.

fou rememhar there was gsomes tronbla, I helieve, down in

830 Powt Stvese, § €., Veriungton, O €. JO00)

Columbia at the tims. One of our Sucretarias of Staty went

TOP SECRET
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down there, at which time =-- this was before Caitro4tbdi over -

but at which time he was identifled apacltica119 &s & l

Communiat and thers was a very rsal fe«ling in the Elsenhower

Administration that having a Communist reqime 90 miles from tha
-hor-a of the United States was a most'unw;léom- dsvelopmunt.
_Thas. thoughts lad to the project which over t¢ime has

coni to be known under the rubric of the Bay ot.PLq-. It was
-c.:utnly not known as that when it began And it was b'o;:\i:;ii u
a proj.ct to organize Cuban nxll-a, Cubanl who had‘b;-n Ll;i
by Castro from Cuba or had tlod of their own volltlon. into &
briqad- trained in guerrilla tactics, the ohjective being to

land in Cuba in the hopw that with this show of force, thoss

7

n A A

Cubans still thers who wars adainst Castro wor'd rise up and

wWANED & Paw,

implicit in this scheme was that if the invasion forc - dot inte
any serious trouble, or conversely if thevy had a qood chance
of making it, they could probably rely on American military

support or Am.ti*an support of some kind.:

In any svent, you all know the history of ths fay’ o! Plas.
it £ailcd, it was a trauma?icvexpctieACo. 1 ygnt to say for
anybody who was serving in the Central Intalliqence A&ancv i
those Jays it was very truuma;ic.’ npt it did !411.'1 think
’sbmo 90 psoprle lost thelr iiv;s in the hrigada, fo;r Amuricaas
or five Americans -- plcuué Jdon'% hold Au to thoaa.dutqila -

1 quers about a hunired on ths other side and about 1100 o

616 ¥ ost Blewnd, § § ., Bavhengian, (3 . OO0

the brigade ware %aken priﬁouar which led, 1? you will racail,

TOP SECRET
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eigrag (L P O
B Fid .

later to>a very cdﬁplicctod series of neqotlatldhs to free

these prisoners or at least to fraee some of them,

You will recall also, because I think we must put in this
slement that it was President Eisenhower under whom the original
concept of mounting a.quutrilla oparation aqainst the island
gam- lnto\buing, but by the time the execution of the operation

v;n t6 take place, President Kennedy had come into office.

Th-t.?pcg-thg- proj@ci'ﬁad been at work uhdof;ﬁuovtgcs;donts.

It has bswn said since -- I don't know if this is
relevant to our diqcunaion this morning == that one of the
reanons for this misfortuns was that President Kennedy had basr.

in office such a short time that he had hatdlv-had 4 chancs to

R AR

get ahold of tha qovernmunt apparatus hefora this thinq was

WABD & Pavs

presented to him ehd mounted and off it went. Agdl{h}ijai

|

pretty touah on nim and pratty toudgh on everybody iivoiv;d.

Subsequent to ths 7av of Plgs, obvicusly there was e
licking of wouﬁds and a sort of ruaroupingy, and then as I
recall it, sometime in late 1961, i quuss -- the Bay of Plas au
I recall was 15 April of '61 ==

Mr. Scwharz. hp?il of '6}.

‘Mr. llelns. So 'this would have been in the fall, like
Octbbcr or llovaaber. |

Wo Ware instructad to -~ &t ledast the AQency was ingtruces!

to get going on plans to qet rid of Castro by some devics whiet

A0 ¥ o Bavent, 3 T ., Woeshungion, O C. FOVOS

obviously would have t0 be covart becdause nobody had any
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gtomach enymora for any inQAILOna or any ﬁilieary :i;odbl‘or

that king.

The Chalrman. Mr. Hlelms, could you be more sp?ciflc on
this particular point?

You say that in the fall of ‘61 after the regrouping and
the licking of wounds, the Aq’nqy received instructipn: to qat
on with a plan to gst rid of Castro.. ER ‘

Now just from whom did thosq'in;ttucﬁﬁoﬁa‘cﬁﬁ;iéﬂd

was the nature of the {nstruction. Can you be more pracise

apout thie? :

Mr. Helms., Sir, I am not very hslpful in‘thllJEQIidd hure
for thu,siﬁpla ruagon this came to me uoCOpd or maybe third
hand, and it did not.involvo me particularly.

The Chairman. At the tims, what was your position?
the fall of ‘617 ﬁ - | - -

Mr. llelms. I was Chief of Oparatlona.ot the Deputy

Director for Plans. In other words, it was a number two job.

The Chairman. Second in command of covert op;r#tiona?

Mr. lelms. Yes.

Thu wav this had haen workad,’Wr. Bissell had come in
as Di}cctu: of Plans, having buen in the Aqaﬂcy and having ba-.
the agent, if you ramember, of U-2 operations and that kind,
and hQ brought thons things with him lnto'thu job of :hu'nnr

K

and hew spont . a good daul of %ims prior to the Sav‘of Pigys

430 Fow Beeese, §.4., Wourkeengion, O €. OB

working on that.
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In other wot&n. it Qa- & big operation for an ofé;ﬁlzation
for the CIA. 1In retrospect, far too big. So let's not shilly-
shally with the words about that.

1 think hs spent a q:-at_dnal,ot time on it, and my role
was to try and take care of what»romaiﬁgd.of the world.
Therefore, I was absorbed outside, obviouslf on the !rinq-s of
this, but not 1nvolv-d in tha doclniona or how it was to be
done or who was do&nq what or anythinq of that klnd. h

$0 it was -- as ‘1 say, wa go downhlll tnto. x thtnk xt

'was late- 1961 or early 1962 and I'd have a-bard tine puttinq

my finger on exactly when, Mr. McCon--ﬁad.by‘that tiﬁ‘ hecome

2

e’
DAOD B Pawef

E"Dir-ctor. Ard as I recall lt..thin'waa.the first time that |
1 : «

Y

was sort of brought into Cuban oporati@nn. ~And he 1ud£cct.u 1

should interest myself fmore On this that wg‘had *o build up

r

in order to conduct a larqer wffort.

A

And this then began. Then later, somewhat later, 1

becames Dsputy Dirsctor, I think it.was in Pebruary, and then

obvlously these thinqé cams qanorally undar my aeais.

Hy Bet up »sorg of a ﬁask forca in order to work on thase
Cuban éroblams.

Mr., SchQafz.‘_Wai ugh Harvey ;he_maé'ln,charqe?

Mr., lslms. iir. Harvey wué than put iu cﬁargc o!'thét
] sometime in this tine frams,

i -

I'm sure in th« documents iﬁ'shows what it was called,

@10 Font Birent, 3 0 , Wovungten, © €. JOOOY

Task Force W or somsthing of that kind sticks in my mind, but
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that may b.: wrong.

Then latsr, and I don't know anymore in terms of tiﬁi;f'!

but & bit later, I belleve, d-notal Lansdale was brought i{n
to head up this Cuban effort.

Senator Schweiker, Within the CIA?

3:. Helma. No, sir, I'm sorry. l‘m.not being vaery
specific, Senator 3chweik§r,vt'11;clqaf that up right qoﬁ.v
o In thae CIA, we Ware intormad that General Lans 61;1
vai’workinq in the ncpartm;nt of h;tdnuo in an of!lchﬁﬁiéh 1,
think at thet time was hesaded by‘Ganral Rrakinc(?). it was
an office in thQ Department of Defense which waa.dodlcatqd té:
supporting cov,ft opsrations and actions of‘tﬁ- Centfdl |

Intelliqence Agency. ' That waﬁ one of its functions, among

others, 1 ﬁAVu no doubt.kbgt that waa one of them.

r
H
s
L]
cf
8

C

But in other wordu,'it was the point a4t which the CIA in

these matters plugqged into the Department of Defense. My

7 4

recollsction is that the propositian at first was that General

Lansdalg>w¢£ going to orqanize a whola drqanization underneath
himself{, sort of outside of o%her existing departmants and
cqcucica to work on this Cubar oneration.

| ifut in any ev;nt, that was a ngvvshoit‘liVed idea bscausec
I think Mr. McCone ohjectad to putfiﬁq, sen'ling his people out
0f the Agency to be und;r somgbody §lsa's command. .1 think ”

the tate Dapartmant objectad. So thee died aboraning.

438 Poru Saveet, 3.6, waveaglen, O €. JOOC)

S6 the result was that Cuneral Lansdals becams a sort of
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Chief of 0pctatloni. Chairman of the Committci;iif“yo ‘d tike
which would sit down at the tabls with r-preunutivu_ of
State and 1 guess Defense and CIA and I think USIA w;s also

t involved, to mount what you could only refer to, I think,
properly as a qév-rnmontallapproach ¢0 the Cuban problem, in
other words, to orﬁknizn all of the !Qctliticl‘ot the govern-
ment. And I rumambor~th§t the rni‘yas brought ln,”cnd‘i {11
the Customs and fhetCOnB‘ Guard and so forth. .

The Chairman. Thia\COmmittebfoporétod undef:tho policy’
di;.ctkon ofigh- 54/12‘ Special Group?

e, Halms. 'Yuai.slr, but Mr, fhalrmaﬁ. in those dayu;
that (amous'Committuu‘waa qalléd the Special Group, 80 for the
purposes of this timaframe, that ia what it w&- called,

There cams into vpﬁ@é'thé term Special Group (Agaﬁ
which maant that whanﬂéhéﬂsb;cial Group wes :1ttinq dh project
involving Cgﬁa it bscams Augmentsd. Otherwise, it stayed the
: Sp;cial Gfodp. AQd wguﬁ 1t wdsiAugmentod, 1£ had addddi;hrﬁg

rupxéauntatsves of USIA, I thlnk, other renrssentatives of

j
g

the Department of Defenss and State, the Attornsy General

\prlncipally -- that was one of the reasons it was called
Augmentad, becausa normally he wouldn’t have bLeen lavolved
any of theses things.

p, Gchwarz. WYWas the code naneg Mongoose used for that

Oy.fct#Ou?

430 Fowl Jvent, 3 £ . Wavhengton, D ¢ 20003

“4r. Holms. Yes. When this needed a coda name, 1 think a3
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I recall it it was & code name contributed by the Agency

don't know who thought it up, but ==~ 80 this became known as
Operation Mongooss.

And Operation Mongoose 1 bellave == pow this is the best
of my recollection - ntay;d in txlltonca‘untll the Cuban
missile crisis in the fall of 1962 at which time { vas disbandad
1n‘that.torm.

Hr. Smothora.u Mr. Ambassadot. botor. we get cwaylfrom
Lansdale who was, ;s you say, in: chnrqo of op-ratio
you know. or do you hav¢ any impressions as %0 who L;nadnln
reportcd to, what vas th. lin- of cuthortty that he responded
to with respesct to th. gpucicl Group?

ir. ualms. Wolx, Mr, ﬁmo*hcrn, i* was my impressiorn at
th- th. that he had beon put lnto the job by the A*toran
Gensral. ‘low I don't hav-'thia'tirsthand. 1 was not thers wha
he was gLVun‘the asniqnmunt, but this was ﬁy underltnudinq.

. You wlll recall perhapn that Genural Lansdale had had

quite & tich exparience in politlcal action and oolitlcal
warfare. wWhen hu workad for thg Cuntrdl Intallinunc« Aquucy
he had beus in the Phxllppinus and had helped to orqanlzu
the fightihq aqainat tha Huks 4nd aftar. “hat he moved to
Vlctnam and was instrumuntal 1n sattlnq up the Diem ﬂOVurnme:
‘!tom the chdos that axiated_haforé tha*.

S0 he had substantial credentials for, if you want to

830 Forwt Seeem, 3 € , Worhengian, O ¢ POODS

gay, & bolit1Ca1 warrisr, anpd 1 hava no doubs that it was tha®
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feason that he attracted the attention of the powers that be.

Mr. Smothers. At this time, was the Attorney General
‘chalring the séncial Group Augmented &t this time?

Mr. Helme. I beliasve so. After all, he would have been
the senior official. I think he was, yes.

Mr. Smothers. So was it yourvimpt-suion that he was sort
14 enttfﬁthhixéoﬁcyibf;ﬁhc group's Aqtion or aceivity?

Hr;.': <¥, ‘ : ; bé?‘é
that. e Q&g.vury much iétireatid in this and spent diéroat
deal ot‘tlm. 0q_1t,.

Hr. Séhﬁdfz. ‘Hla want to come back o those par(tcularn.
but would you continug with your anaswer as to what thes United
States government was trying to do about Cuba?

' You had reached the miasile'ctidis which was In October
of 1962 and the missile crisis was resolved Sy some kind of
an understanding between Chairman Khruschev and President
Kennedy. Do you kﬁow théfnature of that understandinqg?
6 ‘Mr. Helms. I don't knoﬁ anymora about it than anybody

i would have known from rgading the papurs at the times., I was

g1
1»not privy to any inaide tntormdtlon.

Mr. Schwarz. Some kind of combination: - the missilen
removed.

Mr. lielms. The IR=28's were removed.

Mr. Scwharz. HNow, aftar that, what happened to the

410 7 ow Bven, 3 €  Wenhengten, © ¢ FOOD

sfforts of the Uni*ad Status govarnment to overthrow the Cast:
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regime ;!ter the 'misslli eriois and up‘-to ‘the time you became
DCI in 1965 or '66?

er.A llelma., You rememher that after the M“,"h crisis --
and I think I'm dghﬁ about th;a. And t would appreciate ‘Lt
Mr. Chclémah‘lk-ﬁhcrh's anybody in the rqom, wﬁnrc I get @y
Mstorlcal tacta wronq. would correct me, bescause I have no
vint-rut in trying to get this all mcsud up. This is just ny
best rdgollectiqn.

The Chalrman. We understand.

Mr., llelrs. There was quite an operation in the Orqgani<ation

of Amarican States-after the misnile criasls to orqani:. a

omblnud Amgrlcan approach . to isolating Cuha. Ant 1 helisva

t was out of th-na delibuerations at the OAS at that time
'hit‘came the oconomic‘ombquo ot’Cuha;j‘nut also, :hore were
various sanctions which tha United Stat-a qovarnnent was
trying to work out.

x don’t know if I'm usinq tha riqht word here, nov, bus

‘thuy certainly yould like to havae puniahed Castro for the
Cub ban migsile crisis Qucausa I think it 1 renanber ’hc temper
of those days, thare ware a lot of lumps 14 pooola s throats
All ovér-thn Uuited.States when they realized how close a call
wo had had on this really axtraordinarily darinq operd§iOnv

0! Khruschev's to insert thoss missiles thare sscghtly and

have them pointing dows the throats of Amaricans.

430 Fun Ttven, 38 Wodwngpen, D.C. J000)

S0 in those days, the temper of getting aZter Castro was
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a real one. I mean, people had their heart in {t, I most
say, and there didn't seem to be much disposition on the part
of the Congress or thas American peopls to cabal with doing
anything that was possible to punish this man.

The Chairman. That was particularly true attet the
migsile crisis?

Hf. Helme. Thie 15 ﬁf point, thlsﬁi. my point.

Mr. Schwarz. So not only the multiidxirdl'cttortl throﬁgﬁ

the OAS, ai’you deacribod; but what might be called the

nnllatoful -ffo;ta by the United States to take covert action
against Mr. Castro to overthrow continued a’tar the missile
crisis.

Mr. flulms. They did indeed. As I say, Cperation

wARD & Pave

&onqbosc. as 1 rucallfit, disappsared, hut 1t:nlnp1y was
‘replaced by a continuing «ffort on the ﬁért of the CIN to
mount harrassment operations and 8o forth against Cuba.

The 5ase in Miami from whlgh thase opurctibha were

conducted was continued in being, and it continued in being
for two pf ﬁhreu ywars ghutedftur, Euevon a soﬁgwhat declininn
scale, bacausa first; the Operation, I nust cpntess, was not
‘very successful. 1 me;g,'thure‘wsra soma ﬁinqa:done and somw
yood {ntelligence acquired, but as far as tﬁa sabotagme ==~ and
if I nmay call lt, the rouygh sguff wa 8 c0nCurﬁcd, it was not

very effuctive.- The Russians had moved i:, ﬁo Cuba, into tha

818 P ow Birent, 3 €, Wovhengtan, D C. JO0OI

Cuban sscuriiy sarvice And had done & rather astonishing job
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of bringing the Cubans into the tw@ntiath century whan it cane

to security and counterinteiligence. And th;y ran it with &
very skilled hand, so they wera cogst&ntly tollihqkup and
arresting these v.:;ou; operations, landings and air drops and
all the rest of‘thosu’thinqa. So that I am sad to say it was

& rather unsuccessful show in the end..

‘Mr. Schwarz. bidfthdso efforts continu up to the ‘65,

66 time trame? " :
Mr;“uclmn;f It'sunﬁn to me 1; was sﬁiil going in '64, Yes

I'n re}g;iﬁdly}cért&iﬁ EhQ? ware contiﬂpcﬁ;to the '65 timeframe

§h a §6m§w$§t‘ridug;d‘aéila. It Qas alt.;nfhat,bl hulieve, or
around this time that we began to ask tor'hqmn relief from this
r.gpbns;ﬁility bué&uga Vietnam was pickinq.ﬁbiln those days an
;th}t;fwasva nessd for manpowar th;t.unde}agoéd pafanlli#nry activit=
193. and things of this kind, no+ Oul? iﬁuVLQtnah, hut irn

Laos, 80 that the Agency was running short of effuctive,

manp&wet in this fiuid;' R : B .

Therafore the Cuban efféft dfopﬁad gft';ﬁ interest in
Cuba tended to drop off-and cool';hd interest in Yietnam huilt
ujr. .

Mr. Smothars. Wall, I think in tarmkyo!,>§a;ru talkinu
about thu;é af forts, Mr; Aimbagsador, and'thbsa.riaPOnslhilitiu*.

1" thiuk what we want 'to do ls try to get ahold of tht‘thOHn’

effurts and responuibilities ware.

A0 ¥ orut Bovant, & £, Wawsnngten, 3 €. JO00S

Would it be fair to say that it was your understandin
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of Mongoose that the task was to get rid of Castro by any

means vithout limitations, not limited to overthrow?

Mr. Helms. w,ll, my distinct recollection at the time
was == I parhaps phrased the injunction on us in a very
llmplistic Am,rican langanu which you could use other worda,;
bug lt was to q.t tid of Cautto or the Caotro toqimo in Cuba,
let's put Lt that way. und ‘no 11m1tntiona w.r. placod on the
n.una. In tact, 1. never recall having bcan told by lanOdY
don't do_thlp,~dou't do thut. don't do the other thing.

 H£. Smptﬁdyy}.jnct ma_&uk then what do you feal you could
d6 q£ :Bat.t1m¢7  01d that feulina chanqe any &8s thin mbved?

ﬁr. Helms. Well, 1 think this is reasonadble to.atatu. aw!
I}hop.,iﬁié is résﬁodsivu‘tb your quastion. Thgiégrc;btiona 9f
th.‘ﬂémihi;érﬁtion, and I say, ;150.'1 beliqu-th; CQn;ress &t
the Americaa psopls, as reflscted by ths Administration, as
‘tho;. things intensified on two or thres occasions in
coﬁnaéﬁlou with Cupa, obviously tha extent of the means that
One ;houqht.w.ro uv:ilable,(&bvlously {increased too.

anqthur words, the prusaufa.was prattf 1ntcﬁse, and 1
rcm;mbsr vividly it was vary intense.. And th¢;c€ot§, when vou
90 into the recqfé; you kubw, you find a 10t of vary nutty
nchoﬁos thete dnd thosas autty schemes were burn of the iﬁt;nsi;v
uof the pressurs. And we wdtuvqultu fruseracad.

Hr. Smothers. Wsll just try to traca that pressure as

410 Toet Bieend, § €, Wovnengion, D C. 30003

it develops and subsidaes for ua. I think that would be
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Mr. Helms, Well I think you £ind ifiﬁuildinq up ¢o the
Bay of Pige and you have a crescendo and §A§Vﬁ;v. the aftermath
of the Bay of Pigs and things lying quiet.. Well, thera's a
great concern about the prisoners, what's tg be done about than
aﬂd 8o forth. And th;n at the and of th9~ynnr.;'61. y;n find
the intenality build;nq‘dp aqa@h.wﬁ.quié Qca-Ve v?;gq (fy

~ the end of *61 and ‘62,

We then go along into that period, if you will recall, la‘o

the summer of ‘52 when those first reports were coming out ahout

miss{les in Cuba, and you Fememher ~- i'fotdeéN;hlch sﬁnqtor -
it was that had soms 1ﬁsldc iu!orma:ldn -

Sunnfor ﬁathias, 59nuto£ Koétiﬁq.

Mr;'nclﬁs. " In any oVant} that beqaﬁ
And ;ﬁuﬁku cam; into the nmissile étisis itse f which I quass

was the hottsst moment at all in intensity. q doub:'about i+,

it was white heat.

And then that continued on for some time until it
i 9;adua11y Letan to taper off. x_wogld havé=€hbudh;'g- well, it
lléatod pretty much through '63, becauss I can';éliiirém.mbér
mestings about how ars we dolug with 6con§ﬁ{c4w¢rt¢:-; have
W turned off_thq_oil delivurius, what are we doiuq aﬁout taki®
céré of bqa dslivutiuqt 1 ¢hink the Levland:ﬁuh Comp«ny in
Spcin Wwanted to sell soms buses to Cuha and we did ;verythinﬂ

that wa could to stop the sals and so forth,
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process worked? Reading the Monqoose ltlal_f~ and see if this
was a fair aummatyrot the process -- thers were intensive
meetings, frequent meetings and a great deal of pressure to
have actiocn occur. |

Mr., Helms. Mr. Schwarz, I think the rucord will show

1t-tfm not mistaken that those meetings were att.ﬁded b} very

hléﬁ;lev.;-mhmbcru of the government.

: Mr. Schwarz. And the pressurs to h;v.-ldm;tﬁlnqlaééomf
-plluhid was belng put on the Aancynin other places of the
QOv-rhm-ut by the Attorney General, the S-crotai;.of Sté;c.

the head of the Dsfense Nupartmunt and mo forth,

N

3

discussion of various plaus and optiens,

WAND & PAvL’

Ra ] n

Mr. Helms. Yes.

The Chairman. Did !Hr. Helms attend the mesatings of tha
Spaucial Gfoup Augmented?

Mr. ﬁuiﬁs. Mr. Chuirman, 1 am sur+s that I must have.
did not do it with any great reqularity, because it ib'my
recollection that normally Mr. HcCon=IW48 the Diruwctor Qho wasn
dbmumbgr of the Conmittce Qouldfusuaiiy take the task force
chief with him to the mugtlnqa; 1 mustrhAVo attended mome cf
them, certaialy, but 1 was not neCessarily a regular

attendant,

Mr. Schwarz. ut at the Ones you did attend, there woult
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blowing up =« we talked yesterday to sabotage c“éop?‘r mine or
some mine in Cuba. Do you remember that?

Mr. llelms. Well I think there were varlous sabotaq-
opsrations. t remember onae a&gainst an olectticlty plant that
was cupponad to be, have the w.b for all of Cubn. And it was
a major operation waged against that.

Mr. Schwarz. And those specifics wotu‘diacultod lrat
a8 plans and then as matters that were authorlxnd. qd you
nnder-tand it, both from attendance at tho meating néd your
‘understanding of the mnothan |

fir. lelma. VYes, sir.

“r. Schwarz, I think to give you -- to not’”

Group Augmented was tha place that the task force chief and

.Votyb§dy alse went to say we're planning this ~woﬂf§'r§§dy ;c
go, we'll go at'midnight tomorrow night, no, iﬁta.ﬁéen E;iiod
off, uo, wu‘go back and so forth. 35o Qh-y Waroiin the picturs
almost on a daily basis.

Mr. Schwarz. In detail, and on a daily b&giﬁﬂ

Hr. Helms, That's righe,

“ar, Schwafz. Wag, to your knowledge, the au&&(gf of
asss3sinating Custro authorized in that lasﬁioq at any of those

mestings?

810 # wut Stvest, § € , Wovnengion, O € FOOOD

Mr. Mlelms., 1 don't know that a4 plan to assassinats Cas“ro
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was auth&ilzcd in axy €sczal way liks th;t.Aiiﬁcuo ;éhemiu:-u
and I call them schemes -— wauld have taken place ln:tﬁo
context of doing what you c:mldvm get rid of Cuiro. and ;ho
difficulty with this kinf ¢f thinmg, @5 you guntlemen are all
painfully aware., is that mmdy wants to -nbunQ_: a Presidant
of the United States discumasixg the cssasalnaglngof foreign
leadars 1n th pressace. ‘zz‘:ﬁ: is sch-thingvt!;a'ti has qo;i: to

'be doalt with in some Gther fashiosm.

Even though you uie suphwnisms you've atill got a problen

and under our system of governmant, a President is eluctad. for
four years normally amd Re”s mce like a Prime Mllnbl'a‘tu" who
can be throwa out ox « momant"s motice because of lomethlnn

that has gone astray. 35 tha this Sseclal froup waes he

’

)

%
BLAD & Phun.

Nechanism that was sS=t up escifer ox to use as & ’gl'rcutt

laBEa)

bresaker 80 that these tiiogs 2L =t explode in thuAPrusidgnéyﬂ
‘fac0 and that‘he vas oot Eeld zcsx:zsl‘:.;nl‘ for thum}

low whan Presidest Fisenhower took rospdnsiﬁiligy tor
U=2 flights, that was an %is gwn -- for the !~2 flights --
was o;; his persomal optics. ™Bs wasa't obliged to do
6th¢r wot‘vds. he hed %iz mechawiswm i':o By} aore 1t‘on~'.'f;.1.a{.'
to. All those p;opn. coult bm €ired. ' s

The Chairman. ™. Helzs, his mekas it all the mor-"s_'_,;

impoftaut *0 recofuife fx what yoz se¥ amld in 1x|x2!urstan¢li;\*'.

this makes i-t' all ¢®ae more impartac> for the Committeu to '-know

418 ¥ s Meewt, 3 €, Wovengion, O € FOO0R

whether, within the Scecie! GIIur Augmented which was in charo
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approved these various schemes whether that group -p..g:i‘ucauy ;
took up the matter of assassinating Castro as guch and authorizef
an assassination of Castro as such?’

‘Can you tell um, do yoh'knéw?

Hr. ualmn. Thc only thinq e can coattibutc is uhat you
hnvo h‘é. 1n a documant. a diacusuion which tock placo
mo-tinq whlch 1 dld not attond.’ And the n!horma?h o! that
meesting, Lt ! was aQat. ot what =~ what I now lcarn.d-ia that
Hr. MoCone w-nt t0 Bas Mt. McNdmafa who na1d -€

this but that do-nn t mean ha didn't Jdo {t, but I don;é‘rcéall

s¥el having been told byvnr. McConu that any attempts du Castro’s

0‘ ‘,

WADD B Pave

life ware out of bounds,bthuy wale not to bhe

recall th;;;

)

1 must say that Mr. MMcCone had ¢given me

c
C

A

promoted me to be Deputy Dirsctor of Plans. e had a vgryf~

7

yood relationshin, a very good working relationshio. I saw

him constantly oun o daily basis, I felt Warmlv ‘oward him, and
therefore I would not hava dones something he dskcd ne not<to
do. and I wou!d like to sav, “r, Chaxrmau. it ! may jus* while
We afs at thi point. that in my tWwaity~ ££vu Years in tha
Central IutslliqenCu Aqency, I always thought § w~as working
within authorization, that H wan dolnq whas 1t h;a baun-aéked

to du Ly proner authority and when | was onsratina oa my own

230 # et Btonwe, B.E . Warkegren, O € $000)

I was dolng what I belleved to be the legitimate businuss of
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Agency as it would have been expeoted of me.

And therefore I don't want to leave in anyone's mind in
this room that I ever regarded myseif as an unquided missile
or that 1 had authoritles or povers that were exercised in mv
own right. And tharefore, whatever thlngs may have occurred,
or whatever it may seem in 1975 looks poor on the record, I can
only iay that I felt that 1 was 1ct1nq:a1wayu undct‘ordcrs.
ané when I read in the WAshinqton'Pos§ thi‘otﬁ;r{diy@_ﬁuiﬁ:
Johnay-on=-tha-spot, that I alwayav;camcd tovb- aroun& whera
th.'lllqulltioa came around, I must zay lt'iocmad :a;pcr
poor. ‘ | ‘

‘Senator Dakar. r. Chairman, we have a live quorum ﬁov
and I have a question or two in that ccuncctién.

The Chairman. May I just ask one follow-up qué

I personally haVs'nhVQt suspacted that yoﬁ opyrated oxéqp?
a8 you understood you should within the chain of Authoyity;
Our aendeavor is to deteimine as bast we canbuhqt that éh‘lk of
authoricy may have been on the speciflic matter of assassinatic:.

Whun you say that Mr. licCone, with whom you worké: very

closely, never told you that assassiration was out pf bounds or

dav. you any reason to thirnk that this was so, did that ~-- or

that suqyests a corollary quesﬁiqn.

vid Mr. McCone uver exprassly tall you, in 80 many wor:da,
that assassination was within bounds and wa should Procuad, o
the Aguncy should procwed, with assassination plans?

TOP SECRET
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Mr, llelms. Mr. Chairman, I don't recall his ever having

put it in anyth1n§ as speoific as that,

The Chalrman. 1 see.

Senator Schweiker. Mr. Chairman, just following this
point, we haquloma other documeritation or testimony to the
effact that on ; couple of occasions relating to the Cuban‘
situation, you decided with someone .not to bf!gl Mr. McCone on
a couple of occaﬁion-. and obviously you must have had ﬁfqood
reason of authority for doing that, and I just wondcr;d whhé‘
that route was and why that happened?

Mr. llelms. That s & perfectly qood quultlén. Senator

Schwelker. 1 heliave what wa're talklna ahbout was the -?Aan

2
7%

occasion which shows up in an investiqative report that A

o IS T |
wWARD & Pa

asked to have nade in the Aqency in 1967, that Hr.:ﬂarvay sal

q

wa had talked about a.pian he had to uss & gangster named John

5

Rosalll and that I had agresd no* to brisf Qr; 4cCone.

I frankly don'% recall having agruved o thii, but since
I haves no rqason'to:question Mr, Harvey's word either, {n this
question, I heve hocnyqoinq throuqh my surnises since and tﬁgsq
are surmises, that Mr. Harvey was the former agyent of the fﬁi‘
e had s;rV¢d there for many years and hs Came %0 Me amcd sait
he wanted to Ses what he could determins about hnderworid

1inks with Cuba through Rosalli slice Rosslll had baen 1nvq)vQ4

with the Adency warlisr on in an effort agqainst Cuba in

410 5 et Beveen, 3 € ., Wevhungion, O & FOOOD

connection with other gangsters and so forth,
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My recollection le that I had vary grave doubts aboutlth-
wisdom of this, but he tried to convince me that ha had baen i1
the File long time and handled thess matters and so forth. And
a8 I recall it, we had 80 fuw arsets insidas Cuha at that time
that I was willing to try almost anything. But ths thlnq did
not loom lnrqc in my mind at that time.  1 was anormoualy ‘
buay with a lot of othar thinqs, takinq over a ntw‘job.

HcCone was telatholy nevw in thu Agancy and ) qunai 1 munt hqu

-thouqht'to‘my-clt, wdll this is going to,lookvv.ry pccullar Lo

himand 1 doubt vaery much this {8 goina to g0 anyplace, but_l!

it does, ﬁhanrtﬁdh is §£ma enough to bhrinng hlm'lnté the
plcture.
i believe that's thu -
Sanatog Schwcikar;bwbo you racall any oth-r. lltu;tioﬁd
‘whare you might not have briafed Mr. *tcCone?
Mt.‘uelms. I don't recall any othur.uituationn. s I
BAY, Senator Schwelker, I used to sse him Qv#ty morning. We
used to get together after our staff meatinas, sc we
‘saw each qther almost o5n o dally basis, |
How obvicusly he dldn’'t nued a.fu§1 br1p£4uq on svarythin:
that we wera doing, hut he certainl& was'up to dats oh iﬁiz'

things he was interested in knowing. | raeported to him

Iruduldrly and Mr. “McCouw, if I might say 30, was a qoodl

eXsCUtive. e knww how to run organizations. There was no

830 Fou1 Stoewt, 4 . Wavkengien, ©.C. J0003

doubt about it. And he was an insistoent and pretty tounh
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Chief. 8o I don't want to get a picture of the man today at

age 71 who'as still pretty sprightly, but in those days he was
mighty sprightly, and hs had a mighty glinty hlue eye ;nd, ir
it would divart the Commltteo'at-all. when he was really goinag
after yoﬁ and most seriously he never ralsed his voice, he
hever sewmed to bu the slightest bit irritated, he aimply
would start the cOnvcrsatlon by aaylnq. ! am totally dl:u&tla
fied and then he would 90 on from there.

N:ll. I got totally di:satls!iud with Cuba and ¢ qot
totally dissatiatieq with China and there were varfous othsrs
durinq this period, but wa saw each othar reqularly.

And 1 want to say, Mr, Schwo#ker, hucauss [ Jon't want °o
laave any misimprension ln yourfm1nd tha* is my best recreat lon
of aomothinq tha¢ happunud a 1onq time ago, hut *hero was no
attempt on my part to keep somuthinq from °*ir, McCone poriée
because I told him evurythlnq. .

_Snnat&f Schwelker. Again, ! gather you tul€ that w;;t w#w»
happening hers wes in accordance with the spuciil'Ctoup'n

policy and plans and while you di‘ln't regard {t as a fgasills

alternative, it fsll within the ‘ramawork of what you - nag;grb.

the policy at ths time was?

r. Helms. Yus, sivc,

The Chairman. Wo'll %ake a five minu*e rucaess for Sha

ard than wae will coms back, *r. Schwarz,

810 Foul Birewe, § § ., Wovhengron, O €. JO003

(A brisef recuss was taken.)
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Chairman Church. The hearing will cém@ back to order.

Mr, Bchwarts.

Hr., Bchwartg. Wo previously marked three documents
relating to'Mongoose as Exhibits i, 2 and 3, and we will come
back to those in a moment. -

Would you turn, Hr; Ambaaladof, to Exhibit 5, which is

a single plece of paper previously furnished to yqn.’dlted,

May 23, 1967. 1t is in all of the folders of tﬁp’ﬁbﬁato'l.

It is a memorandum for the record from J.8. Bnrﬁah. :ubjéét.

"Report on Plots to Assassinate FPidel Castro,” dated May Zi.

‘677
Mr. Holms. Yos sir.
Mr., Schwarz. Mr. Earman was Inspector Conaral?

Mr. Hlelms. Yes, he was. Mr. Earman had prcvlquiXy been

Special Assistant to Mr. Allen Dq}}es and then he was made -

Inspector Goneral. Unfortunately he is now deceased.

Mr. Schwarz. And you asked him to prepare a report on

plots to assassinate Fidel Castro?

Mr. lelms. Yes sir.

SO0

Mr. Schwarz. Did you do that because of requests you

had received from someone else?
Mr. llelms. Yes. My rocollection of asking the Inspecior
General to look into these matters resulted from, I believe,

a roquest from Prosident Johnson. I believe thatthere not

210 Forat Stewet, 3 § | Wontongton, B C

only had Leen at that timo e éolumn'by'Drow Pearson but 1|
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belive that Drew Pearson had spoken privately to the President

about the subject mater of [that column and the President asked

me about the facte and I lAid, well, I would have to try teo
!

ascertain them, and it was 'a result of that that I asked the

Inspector General to get into this mattor, and I realized that

momory gets very foggy with time but my impression was I asked

the facts were.
And just to finish this off, I do rocall going to the

President létervafter this matorial had bean qifen to me -and

‘

briefing h@m orally about the contonts.
Mr. Schwarz. The roport that was submitted to you you

raead beforo qolnq to tho Prenldont?

Mr. llelms. Yes. §

Mr. Schwarz. And youfhavc a copy of the faport'Ln front

of you, do you not? ‘

{

Mr, Helms. Is this 1( here?
» ; .
Mr. Schwarz. 113 is 1@tended to be a tab relating to Mr.
Castro.
Mr: lielms. Yes sir. This lﬁok; lik; tlsgﬁy;Ay;
Mr. Schwarz. The report was, as far as yod’kd&v
facts, a good job, an accurate job?

Mr. Helms. I don't rocall that I went ovor this report. ? .

I noticed that in the early bart of the report there are a

TOP SECRET
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. couple of notatione in my handwriting. I have no recolleotion

anymore of what they were or the reason for them., I belisve t

1 used this report as a fact~finding report. I don't hﬁva :

any racoilection of having gone over it in detail for accuracy,

‘part&cularly} excapt to the extent this was the best they were

able to get out of the various people they interviewed, but
it satisfied my requirement Saéauie lt:not in proper perspec-
tive the assertions which Dtgw chrlon was nakinq.‘ It separated
thcﬁ‘cndbonablad me to explain to President Johnson what had |
been qoinq'on. |

Mr. Schwarz. All right, in that connection, Mr. Reporter,
woﬁld you put in front of Mr. lHolms the praviously marked

Helms Exhibit 6, which are Mr. Helm's handwritten notes, and

ﬁhe_praviou-ly marked Helms Exhibit 7, which ia page 118 from

“the study.

These again are both in the Senators' folders.

"Page 118 of tho study is headed “The brew pPearson Story?”

Mr. Helms. Ye; sir.

Mr. Schwarz. And it has two columns, it published the
detailaiand the facts aé wo know them? x e

‘Mr. Helms. Yes sir, I have them now in my hand, Mr.
Schw#rz. |

" Mr, Schwarz. It is in your folders.

Now, turning first to your notes, 1a‘1t your belief

that those notes were prepared in order for you to briof the
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President?

Mr., Helms. Well, at this late date I can't say that with

any finality but they muat have been for some reason and.l
think that was. probably why I did it. They look 1like the kind
of thinq thae are those reminders out of a report that you
- wanted -= & point you particularly wanted to make for some
-foa;on or another, which'hai nov'loné since blown out to'lea.
But I hdve no roalon not to accept ths thesis that maybe this

tl what thelo notel ware.

Hr..Schvar:. The noteu carry the story through ni@-s).
'yOQ,Qili ;ae in the middle of the page of your'handwrltten
notes.

Mr. Helms. Yes sir.

‘Mr. Schwarz. Did you tell, to the best of your

Vrecdllcctton, Prosident Johnson that, according to the 1967

study, the efforts to assassinate Fidel Castro had continucd
into President Johnaon'sf?reaidancy?

Mr. Helms. I just éan't.ansger that, I just doh't know .
I can‘t recall having‘dope 80.

What wasAit ;~,aftcr he bocame President? Refresh my
memory, if you will, Yo; say thoy gontinued_incé his
Presidency? Which episodes were those?

Mr. §chwat:. The AMLASH episode, Mr. Cubela. In any

event, the 196i‘atudy indicates that {n Presjidont Johnson's

210 Tt Stouwt, T, Wovhemgten, D € FOOOY

‘Presidency offorts wore made by the CIA to supply guns to the
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Cuban person known as AMLASH, in code, and Cubela in actuality.

Mr. Helms. I think I can't point to somebody else whose
perceptions might be more accurate than mine. I don't think f
that one would have approached the AMLASH thing as an
assassination plot againstlcgstro. I think that.onc would have
hpprouchoq that as an extension of our etlorﬁl to set Qp some

kind of oppqaliiqpugroup to Cautro';nside Cuba of which Cubela

was, 1 guenss, our prime opportunity, and that the pressures,

as I recall 1t},£or7guns and things of that kind all came from

Cubela himsslf, they didn’t come from the Agency. This wasn't

lomothlnqvwe wore trying to set up. .This was somothing Cubela

was trying to set up. llo hated Castro and wanted to get rid

\Il?

of him.

@
)

Mr. Schwarz. The Agancy facilitated that by helping

g
;

i

him got gﬁna: is that right}

Mr. Helms. I think the npmer of people we tried to
give guns tb'in the history of these Cuban operations was
multiiud{noua.

‘Mr. Schwarz. But you did give guns to Mr. AMLASH or --

Mr. Helms. If the record shows that we did.

Mr. Schwarz. - And you just don't remember whether that
Qas disclésed to ﬁresident Johnson -- it 6éédrred during his
Prasidency? |

Mr. Helms. I don't recall it, but I can as I sit here

‘

today, 1 can see why it wouldn't have occurrcd to me to do it.

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Schwarz. All right, now, would vou look at Exhibit

7. which is the two-columpn =--

Senator Goldwater. Could I ask a question?

Did the CIA ever do anything to try to find whera these
1oaks came from?

Mr. Holms. Nhich 1eakq~wore those?

‘Banator Goldwater. To.Pearaon, to be able to write his
column.

Mr. Holms. At the time this review was made, Senator

Goldwater, and I think that it appears in the back of it

somoplace, because that is what refreshod my memory ==~ this is

many years later. I am not saying I remamber all of thesc

things just cold aa-thaﬁ. But from reading this and trying

‘%

"
WABD & Pohuy

to remember concrete the circumstances of the time, thore was

-y

an effort made to figure. out who might have done thls, and
I'think it may well be that~thi§ is one of the reascns I have
qot‘ghgse names up in the top of theose handﬁritton notes of
mine -- it might have been the lawyer, Ed Mbrqan, it might

be Roselli, it might be Maheou, or Garrison, who was out in

3

Los Vogas, with Maheu and some of the others., In other words,

I think that is what this note could very conceivably, the tou
obe,:refer to. It was for me to indentify to President Johnson
where this might have come from.

Senator Baker. Meaning that you were liating tho-people

who might have had access to this information?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Helms. I am sorry, I can't see very well with |y
glasses.

Mr. Kirbow. He has Exhibit 6.

Mr. llelms. Thaaq namea.here just at the top where the
first line is Morgan, Roselli, Masheu, Garrison, March in Las
Vegas.

' Senator Baker. Yes.

»jH;,LHglml..,At the vory top. Those names concelvably

could havo rolated to my effort to idontify to President

Johnjon where the leak came from. Underneath I see Ho¥qan,
‘andv36§k Andoraon{.and in those days Jack Anderson was a
p;inciplo assistant to Drow Peoarson, I helieve, and he knew
Ed Horgan.' That yds probably a possibility whore the
1nto¥magion could come from. But I don't know to this date
with aﬁf accuruc&a

Senator Coldwater.~ Did you ever chasec it down?

-Mr, Helms. No farther than that, Senator Goldwater.

1 want to say that, since you have asked the question,

that lecaks to newspapers have been an albatross around my nech

JO003

for sc many years and have gotten me obviously by hindaight
in'mofé‘t;ouble than any other hihgle thing and T don't know

of ahytimc‘except on oﬁe or two~§ccasloﬁa when thero was really
a-pretty accurate rescarch of who had dono the leaking, but
nothinq was ever done about ic.

Mr. Schwarz. Canwe qgo te the summary headoed "The Drew

TOP SECRET
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v'8tory‘ Bublished Details and the Pacts as We Enow Thasm.

Mr. Helms. Yes sir.

Mr. Schwarz. Exhibit 7.

Mr. Helma. -Right. |

Mr. Schwarz. And does eﬁaryquy have that 1n'tront of
tﬁcm? It is page 118 of tﬁe study. - The page is onJit- -iAo.

All righ;,~now, would yoq read the lumhary and state
vhothgt'it doéi in fact accurate1y'rd£1ect the flCtI.GQ you
uﬁdcratood them at that point, or as you understand them now?

Mr. Helms. Well, as I look thie over I think it i{s not
only simplistic but I don‘t think it really accurately reflocts
ail of tho facts.

1 would be hard prossad to tell you in npcciticzlnatanccs
where it want wrong, but I notiﬁod this business about hired
assassins and lone survivor and so.forth. I don;t recall
anybody having any hard information this was the case. I
don't know that anybody ever demon;trated théae meh ever got

to Cuba. And the CIA hatched a plot to knock off Castro.

I think this is using Drew Pearson's lanquage, if I am not

migtakcn, beéause I can't imagine any Ihspoctorn qaing lanqguaye
like that. ‘

Mr. Schwarz. But the right column is your Inspector's
language? |

Mr. Holms. That is right. And 1 thidk‘thuy are dolnﬁ

their bost to identify to me in tho most simplistic and over-
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simplified terms what their investigation allegedly showed abou

these Drew Pearson allegations. But as I look at the facts

a8 we know them I think that they, too, are incomplate.
Maybe some of thevothét witnesses canfleosh out some
of that for you. But let's, for.example, say Roselli informed
Harvey ptesumgply on the basis of information from Verona that
a team of three man vah»inaide‘Cuba. That was never dqhonntratod;

"and I can only say that based on Varona's track record and

Roselli's track racord, those arc not very good witnesses.

vt

Mr. Schwarz. lLet's take tho pills quostion,,vhich>1s

'uﬁder the hoédlng of unpublished detalls. The uﬁpublllhod
detail, that is thc dotail which was qiycn to Prasidant
Johnson informally, by Mr. Pearson. Is that your boliaf?

Mr; flelma. I guoss so.: 1 honastly don't know.

Mr. Schwarz. The first unpublished detail, pills were
lent to Cuba for use in the.aasnsuination, and ybur inspector
General's staff said with tcspect to . that, summarizing their
investigation, true. At least we were told by Roselld that
the billa wére Qenﬁ in during Phase I.and qgain“in Phaso I1.

Phase I uas_the p:é*ﬁay 9! fiqa operation, s that-riqbt?

M?. uélys. Thaé is right. i

Mr. Schwarz. And Phase II was the oparation that occurred

,oi allegedly occurred while you wore Deputy Director for Plans:

is that right?

816 # st Steart, & € _ Woshingion, O ¢ P00
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Mr. Schwarg. Now, is it so0 that the CIA was told that

pille wer sent in during Phase II?

Mr. Helms. My recollaection of this is that there i{s
pretty good evidcnce.that £ha pills got as far as Piﬁrida: ihat
the evidence is most unaai;stactoryAthey ever went any turther;

Mr. Schwarz. Did you authorize.at least. their getting

to Florida? _

The purpose of the pills yai'to ki1l Castro?

Hf;iug;ma. I believe they were poison pills and I don't
recall neéc;sa:ily én this day;approvingvtham. but ‘since .
llarvey alleges to have them and says th#t he took them to
Miami, I must have, I must have authorized them in some fashinn.

Mr. Schwarz. And the study also aaia that guna waere

"supplied durihg Phaad 11 for the purpose ot'anaaus(ﬁation of

Castro?
Mr. Helms. Mr. Schwarz, that Phase II with the Rosell:

and Verona so far to me ended up, 4f I may use the vernacular,

- zilch. 1 don‘t belicve that any of these things were done.

There was never satisfactory evidence adduced that these peoii«

‘wero playing fair with us. They were taking money gnd all the

rest of it. Nothing ever came of it and I am quite preparcd
to bolieve to this day it was a ébck and bull story.

The Cheirman. But, Mr. Hélma. tﬁat really avolds the
point. Whether they carried through as they ropresented thev

would is quite a -~
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1 "Mr. Helms. I realize that is true.

Chairman Church. ;You'did and the CIA did engage them

& _for the purpose of assassinating Castro, and pills were !

Pugng | Ares 207 36468000
N

suppliced and guns wora supplied for that purpose. The fact ;

$ | that théy failed to do it or may not have carried through is
45 i” quite a different question. .
7 Mr. ﬁalma. I undorstand. E
& ji M. 5chw§rz. Lét'szlook atbthe other item undori J
- % !z',uﬁpulilhod dotails. The item ;l quotes "There was & meeating
oo lO.i at.tﬁo Department of State at which the assassination of | f
i 1 | éastro was diséu:led"-Qitho conclusion of your Inspector
: 1e - Genaral and his taff was truo:‘thé subject vas_fallod at a
o ‘g' oy meating at State on 10 August 1962, but v»lt..is unrolated to any
:g' 1o tuli attempts to aa;aasiﬁation“. then they desctibeitho
; 3s Lansdale momo that we have discussed previously.
e :Cﬂ? - But do you agrce with their statement of true and that
~ e { it was unrclated, or not?
e - Mr. Helms. I just don't know anymore. But thore is no
., reason fot'mc‘td qﬁeation the doéumpnta, and {f the documonts
% - indicate that this was the case, I am prepared to accept it.
2 él \1 think I ought to mﬁke a distinction hotween what 1
g, za" pcrsoqélly remember -and what {is *n the documents: but I
i Y have no reason to fight the question.
% v ’ Mr. Schwarz. As of that time;fhuqust ‘62, Mr.‘Harvoy
é 25% was uﬁdor you, he was on your sataff?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Helma. le was under my jurisdiction. In other uords?

he was a part of the Deputy Director for Plans Office.

Mr. Schwarz. And he was spocially assigned to Cuba?

Mr. Helma. He was head of the task force which was tied
into the larger Government Operations under Lansdale.
Mr. Schwarz. You knew that he was vorking with Mr.

Roselli, didn't you?'

"Mr. Helms. Yas sir.

Mr. Schwarz. Now, Exhibit 2, which was previously put
bef&ro you, is Mr. Harvey's memo to you of August 14, °*62, and
it is also in all of'tho Sonutor‘a folders.

Mr. Helms. Yas sir.

-

9

Mr. Schwarz. Now, he rofers there to the August 10

waRD & Phire

meeting and to the fact that Mr. Lansdale had issued after

~ 5

that A memorandum which stated that a planning document_-thld
be proepared, including iq'the casc of CIA‘plaﬁa for the liqui-
dation of leaders, is that corract?

Mr. Hlelms . Yes.

Mr. Schwarz. HNow, as of August 62, you were awar;. as
you just testified, that Mr. Roselli and Mr. Harvef were in
touch, and Mr. Roselli had been retained for the purpose of
accomplishing assassination, is that right? -

Mr. Helms. Well, I am not cavilling with thia but I don’:

have the record in front of me. I thought by Auguat of ‘62,

Q10 P oras Qeopar, L § | Biputnngron D C POO0Y

any.concerted offorts of Roselli had pretty well died, hadn't

. TOP SECRET
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Mr. Schwarz. No,

Mr. Helma. Am I wrong about this? I am just asking for -
the !acta} -

Mr. Schﬁarz. The 1967 study demonstrates that Mr.
Roselli atayed actlvc, stayed in the cxnploy ot the CIA, uncn
June of '61.

Nf. UQims. Was he err -

 Mr. Schwarz. And stayed active at least until Decembor

Mr. Nelms. I don't mean to argue with you. Was he over

s

~in the employ or did he agreoc to work for nothing?

)
& Pahsg,

Mr. Schwarz. I think you are quite right. He:was

-

associated with you.

8
[
]
[ ]

Mr. Smothers. Maybe it would help if we got some feol-
ing about whatvatayed active is?

Mr. Helms. I didn’t understand.

Mr. Smothers. I was laying just to Mr. Schwatz maybé

‘some lndxcation of the percoeption of stayod active, one

Fai Al

helpful to you in your recollection of theae events. { am

' not 80 sure we know what you mean by that in terms of Rosolli's %vxi L .

. B pamemgeom, (3 €

activities.
Mr. Schwarz. You want to know those details we ought to
look at ﬁhc study itsolf.

Mr. Smothers. The witness has indicated no recollection

TOP SECRET
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of that. ‘ !
Mr. Holﬁl. I think what I was t:ylng to nay, as best I !

recall this, the Rosclli affort petered out and although ho i

stayed associatod with Harvey and Harvey was in" touch with him,

it was not a very long continued active and I use the word

Ac£1v0¢in the sense that the man was puahiﬁq, prodding. hauling

in efforts to-qotvsomething done. It didﬁ‘t seam to me it
lasted vory long. It was prctty;quiésceht for quite a long

time.

Mr. séhwatz;v Would yod look at page 52 =-

Mr. Helms. Yos, gladly.

‘Mr. Schwarz. == of the study. At -the bottom of S1 ££

1]

indicates, roterrinq to the time batwoen Soptambet ‘62 and

B} .
®aRE & PA UL,

January ‘63 -~ it states that in December or- January °62, '63.

N

Mr. Roselli{ mado a payment ot $2700, or payment was made ﬁo
Mr. Roselli of $2700.

Mr. Helms. I am gfndinq thévplacg now., I am sorry,
betueen December and Jnnuary.

Well, then, then 1t was golnq on, okay. ;Thdt-clqrificq
it. Something'uas qoinq on or alledqqdly'goinq:ﬁn;

Mf. Schwarz. Now, to the béa; of your rcqollcd;ion, as

of 1962 meeting of the Special Group that has been discussed,

-

L o mgivm £ OGO

the August 1962 mcctinq, in which HMr. lLansdale after asking

that plans bu developod for liquidation of leaders, did wMr.

810 ¢ eyt Weoawy, K €

Harvey discloau to the momborlhip ot thc Special Group, or anv
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18 '

membar of it, that actuel efforts were underway tc assassinate
. 1 '

Castro as opposed to the raquest to look at that as an option

or plan?

Mr. Helms. I don't know. I wasn't at the meeting. I

was naver told that this occurred. 1 don't inoy of any paper

that supports it. But I am sure maybe Mr. Ha;voy will romember.
Mr. 8mothgrs.- Wwhat was yo&r relationship with Mr.
u@rvey? Did you aoieqt him? 7 |
Mr. Holms. I think I did. T think I did. I know that
thore was some discussion at the time he was télected of trying
to tiﬁd someone who was a hard-~hitting officer to head up this

Cuban offort, and I‘cottnlniy. if I didn't, actually was not

8 Pau..

the énc who first suggestaed it, I ccrtainiy.apprOVQd,thc‘
sclection. I just don't remembor anymore. It is likely that

I mléht have.piéked_him. I just don't remember thosc.dctailu.
But it is silly of me to say flatly, yes, 1 sclected Harvey
“because I just don‘t remember the exact chain of circumstancus.
But I CGraginly accepted him for the job, which i{s all your

are trying to find out, isn't it?

DO ¢

Mr. Schwarz. Was he working closely with you or was hc

vworkinq more closely with the Director or with Lansdale?

e pebvimgheasn T3 ¢

Mr. Helms. No. Before he got this job in éharge of
‘the Cuban task force he hnq heen the hoad of a staff known,an

1 rocall it, Chioef of FID, which mrant that he was in charqge

410 F oat Llepes & §

of a staff in tho Forelgn Intelligence Staff insido it, whose
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100 percent function was to mount operations against embassies

e

and installations of foreign powers overseas, to acquire codes

and ciphers by surfaptitioul entry. That was the one function,
this staff had. ‘ |

Mr. Schwarz, Did you know about the so-called Exocutive
Action or the portion of thutkgaiiqnemtn which alledgedly -

related to a cépability to kill or assassinate tbreiqn’leqdots?"

Mr. Holms. Well, in reviewing this, these papers, I

" noticed that thore was somothing called ZR RIFLE, which

established and was roferred to as an Executive action

capability, which is a pretty fancy title for one man who was

~ to consatitute a cpablility in being, as I understood it, under

‘nlaiell's instruction. If you noeded somehody to carry out:

murder 1 Qucau you had a man yho‘miqht bea ﬁrcpared to carry it
out. |

Senator Baker. A Presidential hit man?

#r. Helms. Some kind of hit man.

Mr. Schwarz. Is that something you aré reconstructing -
from‘havfng réad.the record?

Mr., uelﬁs. No, I remember ZR RIFLE thing. I remember
more puriicularly mf Aegi;e'to 96t this wholo idea put to rest
and sce {f we could use that\manAin some other way usofully,
and he was eventually torminatea two or three yedr? latcrf
i don'g remember hia name. VI_don‘t remomber his nationality.

I don't romember tha detalls about him at all. But I don't

TOP SECRET




1ike the whole idea so I finally phased it out.

4

e

-
B Phe

: ..Al)
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Senator Baker. Could I ask a gquestion, just briefly?

Do 1 undoratand_froﬁ the tenor of these remarks that
IRRIFLE really wasn't a big thing 4in thes agancy, in your
viéw}ﬁpnd you never thought much of it?

Mr. Helms. No.

‘?}Aiia,nattér of fact, it was a tiny little thing and I

' hdticod;iSEnatot Baker, in one of the paqos here that Mr. Mir—

vay laid that ho got this 1nvolvod in hil mind wtth some of tha
things he was trying to do on Cubu., I havopo recolloction of
that-vhatovcr.

| ‘Senator Baker. Mr. Bissecll indicated we ought to make
a clear diatinction bhetwoen tho goneral effort to féltminatv
éagﬁto or diépoac of Castro,” and the ZRRiFLﬁ offort at

assassination of Castro.

Mr. Hlelma. In most minds those lines never crosscd.

/
/

‘Scnétor Baker. Sir?

'Mr}nelms. in myvmind those lines never crossed. This
man Qas the ZRRIFLE fellow, I believe, wAa in.Eu;ope.

' Senator Baker. Thank you,

Mr. Schwarz. Maybe this is confusing and you could

 cidar 1t up.

On page 38 of tho study it states, after describing

s

executive action -- it states the following =- “The projoect

named ZRRIFLE {irst appecars in the files in May ‘61, although

- the first rocorded apprdval is dated February 1962. The new

TOP SECRET
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DDP (Helms) on that date authorized flarvey by memorandum to
handle the project on a spacial basis. Accounting for axpend14

tures was to be by general category and on Harvey certification.

The initial approval was for 14,700, consiasting of 7200 for

Q. J. Hinn's annual kalary and 75 for operationai oxpenn;-‘
Then, it dcscriben ZRRIFLE as ostonslbly to davelop

capability for entcrlng safes and for kidnappling couriets, tha:

v

it was smeparate from the operation against Castro until

Novamber 15, ‘61, and that on that date Harvoy dlscunhod with

‘Bissoll application of the ZRRIFLE program to Cuba.
Now, first, did you, as it says here, authorize llarvey

to handle the ZRRIFLE project:on a special hasia?

vy . o

Mr. lclms. 1 guoss Imust have. But may I oxplain

what I think undoubtedly was involved?

4 .
3
&
L Y
[
g
4| .
B

g

in the clandestine scrvices we had a very carcful
bookkecping system that all monies had to bo allocatad againat
spccific pro)ecta ‘and by proper authoricy bccausc, as. you
Senators will remember, that whcn the Agency was set up under
the National Sccurity Act of 1947, and.then léter Central
Intelligence Agency Act of 1949, there were authdriiios given:
to the Director of Ccn;ral Intclliqencq for use of unvouchercd
funda ;nd certific;tion‘to the usc of £hoae tunda.had to come
from the Director by law. Agd 80 ever& Director as farAns 1 know,

certainly with Mr. McCone and with me, we had a very care-

410 ¢ et Sewee, 4 0 Wphengtan, O Jonot

ful bookkeoping and uuditing systom inaside the Agoncy to be:
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sure when the year was over wé knew where almost evcry-aingie
dollar literally had gone during the year, so when we signed

the certification thies had been used for proper purposes

Qi had‘abmo reason to bclievé it had been uaedAfor proper pur-

poses. sb,‘you could have a project of a man getting a sAlary.
‘ unleli_apmabody authorized the establishment of the pigqe'o{

paper vhicﬁ gave the s;lgiy and_éuVe the éircum;téné;-'and'

so forth and signod off on it.

Normally in most projects there was a clearance proceduru

but with a sensitive projoct, and thie would have hoon a
lonliiivc projoct, thoro was an oxception made to the qeneral
ruls so that a spocific officer could sigqn off on tho use of

the money.

r3
L3
&
e
]
¢ e
$

lHan imade that clcar? I want to be surc 1 have.

surae Ihave. .

a0N

Mr. Schwarz. Did you undcrstandIZRRIFLE'as having one. or
two purposes? |

M:. Helms. I don't recall any more,

ﬁr. Séhwarz. Did.you understand that 1;'h§d'as one of
its purposcs a cap&bility to assanssinate foreianicadéfs?
| .Mf;:uelms. Well, I tﬁ;nk that larvey ;ould'havg played
fair with me and sald this was sqmethinq'ula;oll asked me to
sctup and we have got i; hﬁro and hore La:thia man and

so forth.

836 vt Stewwe, 3 € | Feovhemgion, O ¢ FOO0S

Yos, I don't think thore was any doubt about it, but
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E
3 there is a great deal of difference between establishing a
O § 2 capability and using .it.
.i 3 Senator Baker. On that point, though, was it also in the;
} 4 m contomplation of the b;rtios, a8 we i#uyers are fond of safinqd
b ! that ZARIFLE had a capabilicy for the ap-adsinqtion of Cas-
é | tro? | A - | |
7 © Was that discussed?
8 o Mr. Helms. WNever that I héafd 6!;“$§ha§§r Baker, as
- 9 | beast I racall thoa§ cichmstancol. |
. 10 | ¥ In other words, jdu loo,,ﬁﬁore is a.pa;anée.ln hoere which ,
. 11 4 mays thgt thesac two iinon Cross. ’Thi; finds ﬁo place in my

r ]o'; recollection.

_Senator Baker. Thank you.

1

~
Band & PAye
Pt
[

-~

Senator Schweiker. Tho point on thephysical lines of

o is % authority you just dosciibed, to pay people under your L
.7 » ic ? vouchered system, then woﬁld the CIA issue chqcks to thesc . };
=~ 17‘; people or was it done by cash as a rule, or how did that :
A .
lelt‘ voucher follow-up occur under physical conttql?

_ 19A1 Mr. Helms. We did it Qariéusly. Sometimes actual

% PR ? cash was passed to a sensitive agent. .

E' 21 ? For pxamplq, you might pgy him iﬁ Indian rupees, then tha

3 >22 ; man who passed ;he‘monoy would sign in the ot!icé a Eertiti- '

i g % cation under the cryptonym of thii operation saying on such and

% va { .auch a déy he passed X Indian rupcba to aqent so-and-=so.

% 25 ; Senator Schwelker. Who would.givc him thea cash?

TOP SECRET
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Who would dispense that cash?

Mr. Helms. Iﬁ cach station overseas there VAI'Oitht;
a’tinance df!lccr‘whose (ql; time job was finance, if

it was a large station, or another oftic&r Qho had a.part-
timo‘job of koaeping the accounté for .that station.

sbf vhon'thc-auditbrs want ;found there was also

somobody who could present to them the books for that station’

of exactly how much money had bsen oxpended in the pteviou;

wohth, and wo wore enormounlyticrupulopa about this thing.
I think you wiilbfina {f you §ct the audito:n from

tho Agency down you ;111 (ind a very qqod job was d§nc on

the protection of the funds of the United States.

L L Y71V

LY

Sonator Schweiker. Thgnk you.

The Chairman. All riqht. Mr. Schwarz.

Twand e

Mr. Schwarz. Would you return again to Exhibit 7,
two-column thing?
‘Mr. Helms. Exhibit 7?

Mr. Schwarz. The two=-column thing =-- Drew Pearson

uelms. Okay,. riqht.
Mr. Schwarz. Now,Vyou havu{alteady talked about the
first entry which says the CIA had a §1ot toxknock of f CaaLrL.
Let's talk about the sccond chtfy, tho published details

aro Robert Kennedy had dpproved an -assassination piot in the

8310 F wet Stevat, & § | ovhngian, D € P00

right-hand column. Your staff states not true. Ho was briefed
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on qdmbling syndicate phase ona after it was over. He was not

briefed on phase 2.°

Was that correct? 1Is that correct, as you understand {t?

Mr. Melms. 1 don't know of my knowledge thaebnobeft
Kennedy was evor asked to‘-pocitically approve an assassina-
tion plot. That he was briefed on gambling syndicats pha;e onc
is cértalnly'truo, and the record shows that. _

I don't recall aBoQ# phaso 2. i don't recall bficftnq him
myself on i{t. Whether qnybody clse may have Eriofcd him or

. not 1 don'ﬁ know. But out of my.tdaourcon and my recollec-
tion I don;t rocall his having baoen briefed on it.

Mr. Smothers. Would it be necossary !orvhim to be

bricfed on phase 27

wawd & Pave

s

Mr.Helms. I would have thought not, sir.

R ey e

e

I think I would probably have a more ‘specific recollec-

tion if I had gone and done it.

g Y

5

Mr. Smothers. Are you saying then that he was suffi-

’

ciently involved in the activitiecs and intentiong of

. Special Group Augmented that he would have kﬁown Abéutvphasc-z?

‘

Paa -3l

“r. Helma. Not necessarily. Hce migqht have., He might

T Ml B 0 XY g e, ) o

v

not have. But I think that Harvey kopt phase 2 pretty much
\ \

in his back pockot.

. Bphengton [0

Mr. Smothers. on Phase 1, then, with respect to what you

believe would have been the state of the Attornsy General's

10 F oyt Vet & §

knowledge, would ho have known about the assassination plot,
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would this approval have taken place with his concurrence?

 Hr. Helms. I don'tknow, sir. The phase 1 business is

nomethinq 1 had almost .nothing to do wlth_and‘qbt into
rather late i(n ihe game and my perceptions would be of no

assistance to you, I don't think.

The'chairman,v These qucstiona are 1apottant to the

Comnittcc bocause the documencn luggest and the testimony. if

you corrcctly romomber it, seems to suqqcs: that vhcn Mr.

Konnedy, Robort Kennedy, VAa_LnEOtmcd about phandAlhllgrwan

done in tho past tonse == the doéumentavbcqr tai; qu;»---

and phase 1 had in tact boon cermlnatad.

Sq. wclx, the . brioflnq relatcd to that phase of. tho

-operation uhich has been terminated?

4
2
a
e
a
H
4
8

Mr. lielms. = That is right.

Th;véhgirm;n. We don't know whéther Robc;;lxcnnedy'was
ever qdvised of the so-qullcd phaaé 2 pgrt?r

Mr. Helms. No, sir} I-don't, And I must liy ihat the

ptesumption bascd on thc papers 1 have scen within the last

two or threc days, would 1ndicate'that-he“vas»no;, but 1

FO00 3

don't know this for sure.
‘Senator Goldwater. I am wonderinq‘out‘lbﬁdfdbog it
make any difforence?

Thc'Chuirman. Well =--

Senator Goldwater. I think thore is a 1dtito this

H10 F vt Stowwt, 3§ Wastngron, D E

business of I don't care whether Robértvxeﬁnédy ordefod it
TOP SECRET

"'"'”b""' %

H¥ 50955 Docld: 32423463 Page 62



H¥ 50255

or Bill Rogers ordered it or knew about 4t, it is done and gona.
and we know I think quite a bit about the total operation.

But 1 don't think i; is fair to try to assign by this
line of of quoationiﬁg_blame..

The Chairman. That ian't the purpose of the questioninq.

D ¢ don t think, Sonator. It is to determinc how these thinq:

vorkad.,what the line of nuthoritylmay have boen,-dnd if 1e
is true that a;iaasinatiqn plots ca¢~So carried out without

tho spacific knowledge of the highost people in the govern-

mont,.thil Committee‘éuqﬁt to know that and we ought to

considor whethor that is tolerable.

That is the reason for the quoiilohlnq.

Y

Mr. Schwarz. Could we pursua ==

-

4
3
e
Y
@
8
€
<
&

Scnatorvndkcr. Bcforo you do 1 think both Senator

-

Goldwater and you are corrcct-in a way but I think we need to

Y

refine that point a iiftlc more because I (hink-it will be
hclpfdl‘in our further gvaiudgion ét this witness® testimony
and our:gcncral underﬁakiﬁq. |

it may be thatvthe'facts willnﬁoﬁ yield up the conclu-
aionfon whather the Prg;i&eﬁf'or_the-httorncy General at any
point in time knew of iheao:undertakingu. It may be that |
tho most we can do is 1ndulge in conjecture 6r Qurmiao. We have

"three alternative possibilities, it seems to mo, that are

relevant to the inquiry of this committece, and tho problems

HIO F w0t Sosoet R F | Mavhngion, DL JOHOOD

that we will make.
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One, the President did know and was preserved in

deniability and it cannot be established. I doubt that we

roach that conclusion.

Two. That we are not sure but that the force of
circumstances, operating procedures, intuition, but better

stil] expert testimony from those who were in the committee

probably kndw.»ic is uniikely someone would have acted without

authority or, threo, that the CIA wal,ucttﬁg on its own in an

f

irresponsible way in matters of oxtraordinary importance.

The Chairman. Yes.

Senator Baker. To the extont that we focus on
two or throe it is important. Téltho axtont wa focus on onv
andfgr&‘to strain desperately to tind out Robert Kennedy or
John F. Kennedy knew or didn’t know 48 not 1mp§rtant. but I do
thiﬁklit is terribly 1mport5nt to ask Mr, Uclms{ and with
your pérmission I am going to ask him right now, whether or

not in any situation that he knows of in conjunctibn_wlth any

assassination efforts against Fidel Castro, whether ornot

he or anyone he knows of in the CIA Ac(gd in a way that he’

" -would conceive as boing hoyohd thbir'authorityland

beyond the instructions they received from some authority?
N v
Mr. Helms. Sir, I believe to this day that in these
actions we were -taking against Cuba and ajainst Fidel Castro's

government in Cuba, that thoy were what woe had been asked

to do.

TOP SECRET
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In other words, we had been askod to get rid of Castro,

and as I said a little earlier, there were no limitations

put on tho monies, and we felt we were acting well within
the guidolines that wo understood to be in play at this parti-
cular time.

4

s?nator Bﬁkcr.:rhen in view of that answer. it seems
‘to me that the further inquiry of this committee, of the .
!urthﬁr‘Aolibcrgtion of this committes at this pbxﬁt
6uth to be whother or not we ought to at this timo even

up linos of communication between the ultimate civil author-

ity of the U.S. and the intelliigonco community so there is

>
0

an>cxprenucd and provable line of authority or whathor it

functions adoquately in its present format.

-

%
BmAaRD B Phwt.

Scngtof art of Michigan. Mr. Chatrman,l am sorry,

-,

I was taking a dépoaitldn.

Mr. Helms. Good morninq; Senator Hart.

Senator Hért of Michiqgan. .Ygu téll Qa that it is your
impressibq that nothing done.with réspect to Castté by the

Agency was done without authority.>l'

o0

. De 1 understand that correctly?

N Mr. Helms. It was done within the guidelines of

.
" -appropriate authority. In other words, we felt that we were
operating as we were supposcd to operate, that thesc things

i{f not specifically authorizod at least were authorized in
l .

810 € vt Steeet. W T, Wasnmgtan D ¢

i~ general torms.
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po szcnz*r

Senator Hart of Michigan. I am uneasy with that and
not at all critical either,
Docs it moan that you_undoratood that the highest
authoritios of qovornmentﬂﬁéré anxious that the Castro
qovornmont fall and that in aémo fashion éastto go aQaf?

Mr. Helms. Sonator-uart. 1. think you put 1t very well.

Sonator Hart of Michiqan.All tiqht.
Now, do you ansumo_ttom‘that.-thut biiné the general
authority, that thore was nothing you hddAtb checi back with,
l1ike the sinking of a soviet ship in ngvaﬁ@ harbor, or napalm-
ing the island or assasasinating Cnstro%

Mr. lielma, Sir, bofore you.camo in 1 was explalninq

the intorreclationship beotwecon the,opcr?tionai'o!{SCinls

and the Special Group-andjour cffor;s to find ﬁut 1f that wasws
satisfcc?bry to run a raid.dgninat»a r?finery or uhatovor>

the case might be. |
in other words, there was ‘a gfogé deal of inCc§p1ay‘

here for permission, reports on ‘success, roports on failure,

.

¢
Y

The Chafirman., That is what makes| {t sovpuzzlinq. if
2 . ‘ _
I may, Senator Hart, boccause you say tpere was a great deal <

intorplay with respect to certain projéct- like the attempt

. . ‘ . | o
against a copper mine or something of that kind. But there
appears to have none, no interplay atjall we can tio down

with respect to the most aensitive project of all, the
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assassination of the Cuban leader.

YOu.nay with respect to that that you weren’'t told not
to do it and you weren't_told in so many words to do it, but
you underastood that that was within the peramoters of the gencr-
al policy?

Mr., Helms. Yes.

Thu Chairman. Now, it is quitae hard for ma to under-
stand how you go back and'chnck‘conltantly with the Spacial
Group on ordinary sabotage op;rationa but you have
apparently no such communication with the Special Group on an
assasssination plan against the Cuban leader,

Can you explain that?

Mr. llelma, I undorstand your puz:lomcn; and I don't
know whethor I can satisfactorily put the matter to rost in
your mind., I will do my.bcst.

The item that seems to loom large in this I.G. raport
is the use of John Roaelli in -phase 2.

hs ] taﬁtlfied earlier this morning, as bqat f
can rocall the circumetances at th;.tlmc. 1 did not have much
hope for what Rpic}li might be a@lu te do hut I was pfaparod
to ha&u Har;ey work with him to see if thore woro lines
that the undefwotld had inﬁo Cuba.

How, 1 }onllzud that oven in retrospect iho polaoned
pills loock very had and 1 must say that they don't look very

good to mo today am I look at thom, But 1 have to say
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in all fairnese and honalty that in the perceptions of the time

pecple were losing thelr lives in raids, & lot of people
had lost their lives at the Bay of Plgm, agents were baing
arrosted 1n£t.und-r1§ht and put beforo the w&ll and shot,
and that, thorefore, thig operation of Rosalli's with the
pilis would scem to me to be & very feecbie opexaﬁian unﬁer
the best of clrcumstances and indesd turned out to be one.

Frankly, at the time it didn't loom large and that is
not beacauss I don't hage any moral jﬁdqmunt of bescause 1 am
& cynical know-nothing, it was ltmplybicauna in the
percoétions of thae time and the things we were trying to do
thin was one human life sgainst manyvothc: human lives that
wora bniné'loat.

Tha Chalrman. Fven in the peréupt.ioﬁ of the times,
when you engaged eloments of the Mafla to perform and operation
for the CIA, that if it had worked out ;s hoped would have
resulted in the assassination of Castro, then you tell us
that you dldn't bring it to the attention of ﬁr, HcConae
because you didn't think that it was'that,imﬁortant, and
that he had any‘partﬁbular ncod to know about ig.

That strikes ma as being very strange, 1 should think
that {f there was one thing that the Director of the CIA
did have nced to know would be a connection with the Mafia.
Well, #iy =- |

Mr. Helms,

The Chalrman. A8 you Know ==
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Mr. Helms. Mr. Chalrman, let me say that there had

already been ona connection with it which unfortunately 1

say that you say this ls n11 stranga, I agreo it sounds ltranéc
and I rogret it and I think that at a dlf{crent time and

under different circumstances I would have wanted no

relationship with tho Mafia, but as I say, we were struggling

very hard in those days to find anybody that had any connec-
t;onu into Cuba and this was iust ona that I just didn't
feel I could say 100 pﬁrcent no to until it demonstrated there
was no such connoctions.

They nover doveloped, they nover turned into anythtné.

The whole thing wont down the rat hole. But I must say that

‘4n the hindsight of 1975; and aven at that tima, [ rogret

it very much. That is all. Dut I can’t give any

other explanation than the ono I have given you. It is the

only one I have got.

Senator Mathias. When Mr. Bissell was here I think 1
a;ked him whether thn_joﬁ of communicating with superlor
authority was one of protecting superior authority, and
gpccifically the President, protecting him from knowlodge and
at the same time 1n£orming him, which is a difficult and
delicate jeob, and he agreod that that was really the diffi-
culty. ‘

.And you this morning have gaid that in adviaing a

president or vory high authority of any particulaf delicate
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-! subject, that resort was had to you euphemism,

e H] Mr. Helms. Yes air.

S8enator Mathias. Now, what emerges, and I want to
satiafy if my éorcéption of this is right whai amarges is
1hadar|hip within the Agency of men who kné; each other very
woll,'uhp could communicate virtually without worde. Is that.
correct? |

CHMr. Halms, fhat is corrsct.

Sonator Hathias., And to ﬁaka & case in point, Hr.
Biesell and Mr. Alion Dulles, as an example, was it generally
: ~considornd that Mr. Bissell was Mr. Dulles’ helr ipparunt
in the pericd '60-617

Mr. Holms. That is an ipnteresting guestion. I hadn't

W|aeD @ Paus

thought about that for a long tims but I wouldn't be murprised

if youlatu Corroct. i cﬁink there was somo talk about that.
Senator Mathias., Perhaps what is moreiimportant. did

Mr. Dulles and Mr. Bi;;ell conslidar they had that relationship?
Mr. Helma. 1 think thoy did.

Senator Mathias. And liviny in that kind of a rulation-

SO )

ship ¢o éach cother, did they have a sore of confidcntlal
rclationship in which they could share thinqa almost without
woride? ’

Mr. llelma. 1 wouldn't be'aurprinod.

Sgnator Mathias., And was it in fact probably the way

G180 ¢ am? Stenr L P Wranhingtan 3 €

that they communicated on subjects such as tho ons the Chaitwan
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has raised, the question of an assassination, pot&ntial in
general and spscific assassination attempt on Castro?

Mr. Helms. I think that Allen Dulles did know about
that Mafias thing. 1 tﬁlnk his paputy Cabell knew about it,
too, didn’t he? I think so.

Sanator Mathlas. Obviously this is not the kind of
subject that urbane and clvilized men would particularly want
to onXI on, ana B8O they’ﬂpoke about it am littis as possibir?

Mr. Helms. That is ceratinly true, 1 don't think irat
even in the pnréaptiénl of the times with all the pressurss
and so forth that the moral drawaers of the poople involved were
dropped. 1 think we waore just trying to‘qet on with a very
téubh job and there ware cortain aspects of it wa didn’t like
at all, but I realizo that the Chalrman's problem horo about
this haﬁter is a real one ;nd I wish that I could come up with
somathing more specific about actually :aéalled conversations,
but I don't remember them, On tho other hand, you see, I don't
hve any recollection elther that I was heing deiinquﬁnt here.,
i wan inflagrante delicto,or whatever it is. I thought 1 waa
getting oﬁ with the job amnd may 1 may that --

Senator Mathias. If I can proceed with a couple more

b

‘pointa.

This sort of doctrine of plausible denial which was
parceivod to he, and I assume la still perceived to be the

oporational doctrine in the Agency to protect Prealdents, wo
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have axplored how Mr. Bissell and Mr. Dulles might have

communicatead without words., How about how, to your‘knbwlodqe.
did Hr. Dulles communicata_in those gterious matters with
Pramsident Eisenhowar?

Mr. Helma. I think that probably Mr., Dulles dealt with

these matters the way I subsaquently did when I bacame Director

and dealt with them, which was to discuss with the President
momething you felt you couldn’'t discuss with anybody elsa,
then discuss with his iﬁmediatu assisteants those things which/
sgomed to be proper for them-to»hnlp you out with, go to theo .
Sac?otnry of State when you nesdad him, go to the Socrstary
of Defonse when you neodod him, and Mr., Dulles did go %o Andy
Goodpaster whon he could be of holp, or Gordon Gray when you
thought he was one who HOuld‘bc of as-iu:nncc; And my recol-
lection of Mr. Dulles is that Salnq tho astute gentleman he
wag I thipk he kept hia linos clear all over gouna As best I
recall 1t, I think there was a tims when he didn't have thesc
lines 8¢ clesr with some Sonators about somn miesiles, but
other than that I think hekept his lines pr&tty.clear“
Sonator Mathias., Do you think he had tho capacity po
communicgte directly yith President Elsenhower on anything he
felt the President had to know?
7 Mr. ilalms. HNo questlon about {t.

Senator Mathias., How about the Kennaedy brothers?

Mr. tlelma. Well, I think that Mr. Dulles had -« well,

TOP SECRET
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I think Directors have always had accesa to the President if
thay want to insist on it. I think there has grown up a
little bit of an improasion that this is not the case, but
each Diroctor has to docide how he ie& going to work for the
Pramident and the President obviously is the first one to decide
how he L8 golng to do it. Then you gat into a course of
doaling and I think every pafson ﬁhat works in the Executive
Branch becomes awaro of the enormous burden on a Presldent's
time, so you don't take things o him thét‘you really don't
think you have just got to take to him, but Mr, Mclone, I
don't know how much he saw Presidont Kennedy, but 1 think he
saw a qood doal of the Attofnuy General both pro!cssionnll?
and socially.

Sanator Mathlas. Maybe it is aven mor; 1mpor£ant to
explore how President Kennody and Attornay General EKennedy
would want to express themsclvos in thesc dalicate areas.

To your.knowledqo, did they have any inhibitions in
talking to either Mr. Dulles or Mr. McCono?

Mr. Helms, Not that I ever hcard of, In fact, I used
to go te the Attorney Genarai with specific intelligence
problems on which 1 neceded assistance. 1 usud to deal with.
him directly. He was very accessible.

Senator Mathias. And direct?

Mr. Helms. And vory diroct.

Sunator Mathias. You didn't need to use your euphemismal

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Helms. Mr. Chairman, Bay I go off the record for
just one second?

Chairman Church. -Surely.

-MT. Helms. Thie has nothing to do with your {nquiry,

(Discusaion off the record)

Senator Mathias., You have alrsady described to 80mo

axtent how you dealt pct;onallylulth Presidant Johnson.

Was therg eVor'anf doubt in your mind fhut,you waran't
getting through to Presidant Johnson or that he Qnsn't gatting
ghrouqh to you in a clear way?

Hr. Holms. No sir. In the first few monthe that I
wai Director I had a, bit of a problem as to how I was gbinq
to communicate with Prosident Johnson, but as a result of
some clrcumstances surrounding the June War of 1967 I boagan
to see him quite reqularly bacause T bocams a qqmbor of what
was known as the Tuecsday Luncheon Group and when I did not
see him there, which was a small group where Qne had cpportunity
if necessary to apéak to him privately, I saw him frequently
in National Security Council meetlnqa‘&nd also meetings having
to do with the Middle Fast, with Vietnam, and things &f that

_kind. -So that I heard, 1 thlnkll was quite familiar with

.
President Johnson'a views, in answor to your queation.
Scnﬁtor Mathias. And he with yours?
Mr. Helms. Yos air, I bolleve ao.

Canator Mathlaa. ilow ahout President Nixon?

TOP SECRET
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Hy. Halma. My dealings with Prasident Nixon wera not
frequent at all. I dealt with him almost antirely through
& . .

Mr. Kissinger, who was his Assistant for Natlonal Security

hffairs., ‘! used to see President Hixon In the National

Securlty Council meetings but I think the number of private

talks, includihq having momo staff member thers during the

time that 1 sorved him, could ba counted on the zlngdrs ot'oﬁc

hand, 1 doubt it came oven to tha end of the fingers of ona

hand. |
Senator Mathlias. Dld you as & result of this lack of

personal accoss aver have any quastion about whather tha

policy you were exocuting was in fact Presidential policy?

Mr . Nclmsf 1 didn't have any doubts about {t, Senator
#athias, beocause Dr. Kisslngor and General Halg w;ro both_Ver
articulatﬁ fallows and theoy were able to got those views
across, and when on two or three rather important occasslons

Presidert Nixon in National Security Council meatings told me

‘what e wanted done on certaln things in front of the others,

that made it very clear, so I never had the feeling that
because there was a different relationship with President
Nixon I didn't know what he wanted. [ felt 1 did know what

A"
he wanted.
Senator Mathias. Did Prosidenta indulge in cuphemiang
as well am Directoras?

in this connection, historlcally, you can tﬁink of
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Hr. Helms. I don't know. I found in my exparience that
Presidents used the entire range of the English lanquage from
auphcmlum; on the pne rxtreme tn *ary cxplicit talk on the
other. |

Senator Mathias. Lot me draw an axample from history.
When Thomas A Deckett was proving to be an annoyance, &z Castrou,
tha king said wﬁo will rid én of this man. He didn't say to
somebudy 9o cut and murder him. " He sald who will rid me of
this man, and let it go at that,

poes that kind of ~-

Kr. Heilms., That is a warming reference to the problom.

Sgnator Hathiaa. You fecl that lp;nﬂ the generations
and :ho-cqnturiou?

Mp., Helms., 1 think {t doas, sir,

Senator Mathias, Aﬁd that is typical of the kind of
thing which might be said, which might be taken by the Director
or by anyhody alse as Presidential suthorization to go forward?

‘ Mg, Hélms. That is right, gut in answer to that, 1

realize that one sort of grows up in tradition of the time and

I think that any of us would have found i¢ wvary difficult to

digscuss assassinations with a Prosident of the .United Statos. .
I just think we all had the fealing that we were hired out
to koep those things out of the Oval OQffice.

Ssnator Mathias., And yet at the same time you felt that

somo Bpark had beon transmitted, that that was within the

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Helma. Yes; and if he had disappeared from the BCENo
fhey would not have beon unhappy.

Sanator Baker, Do you think that i{s good practice or
bad practice?

Senator Goldwater. It is the only practice.

Mr. Helms. Seonator Baker, that is an awfully hard
question to answer,

Benator Baker.. Isn’'t that what we are up against?

Mr. Helms. I think it {& what vou are up against and I
thiﬁk in a Christian country like the United Statas of America
which is a Democracy. and no forth, thia queation 6{ klillnq
poople ia - a prime moral lssuc.

The Chairman. That indeed is the ultimate guestion.
The techniques aro sccendary.

Mr. Holmas. A prime moral 155uq and, theretorc, 1 think

that {f it comes to bo felt Ly this Committec or otherwise

"that things fike this and purception of the present day should

be but on a differont plain or handled in a different manner,
I could find no objection.

Senator Mart of Coleorado. Mr.lAmbadsador. sevoral
paraq;apha hack, prior.to Senator Mathias'® quesations, you used
& torm Fwist, the term guldelinoa. ‘That secma to me to be

a fairly apecific term, -

In the poriod of '61-62 that we are doaling with here,
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what wre those guldalinas and where did they come from. Try
to tie this philomophical diacussion down a little more
cloioly?

Mr. Halme, Woll, sir, I think that, as wa were saylng
a bit earliof. and I think, sir, before you came in, the
genaral effort in thﬁ aftermath‘of the Day of Pigs and then
in the latter part of‘thnt -= lat me start again, because you
ware not heres to go through this, -

Sanator Hart of Colorado. I think I have baon hers all
ﬁorninq. | |

Mr. Holms. But this was vory early on. -Hell..anyway.
I am -orr*. 1 got Senator llart confused, 1 am sorry.

The genoeral lannction waa to get rid of Castro.

Sanator liart Of Colorado. That came {rom the Oval
Office of the thté‘uoune?

Mr. Helms. Well, it certalnly came to me who was down
in the ﬁrganization from what 1 would have rogarded as
constituted athority. In other words, it came down the proper
chain, L{f you want to put it that way; from my'Diroétoh Lo

the man above me and to me .

Senator Hart of Colorado. Get rid of Castro?

- Mr. Helms., Yes sir, As I sald carlier, thare were no
limitations put on tho moans. And tha effort to do that was
presided over by this gpeclal Group, Spwclal Group Augmented.

which 1 oxpinined varlior.
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Senator Hart of Colorado. Yes.

Mr. Helma. And when I used the word quidelinas,
unfortunately I am not a lawyaer and somotimes I get into words
that convey difforent mea;inqa to lawystrs than they do to us
lay folks. I am just roferring to the kind of thing you saw
in this memorandum of General Lansdale's that here we are goling
to dg plycholoqicailwnftaro. political, milltar*. aconomic and
8o forth. That was what I was referring to as quldoilno-.

Sanator Hart of Colurado; But‘you would admit, and oven
though I thinkwe have ostablished, the éhulrmdn has establishod
that the purpose of this Committes iz not to find & amcking
gqun or point a fingor at a villain, what wo aro aftar {s how
thosa things get started, how they are directed and controlled,
and whether, as Sonator HMathiss was pursuing, whether poople
at ého top want to ‘know apecifically what is happening. But

ths Buck “ogs have to stop gomewhera in terms of carrying out
what is the explicity pﬁrposo of a mission. Orders to g, given,
contracts have to be signed, monoy has to be authorized. |
Somebody has to do those things. And 1 think that is what we
are all trying to pin down, at this time, under thoso

clircumatances, who was doing those things,

And 1 think the counsel may have boen touching one polint

or anethar on the 5100,000, for oxample. to. the Mafla contacts.
My, Helms. $150,00607 Which ora was this?

Mr. Schwarz. ‘That was tho amcount of money authorized

TOP SECRET
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for Phase I. Hot in fact paid but authoriged.
Senator Hart of Colorado. This was & time when the
Ambassador wag occupying?
Mr., Schwarz. Sscond i{in command to Mr. Blssell.

Mr., Helms. I know nothing about that opsration ac I

don't know how it was funded. Thip is wﬁy 1 was asking. I

vanted to get straight in my own mind what some of this money
was, '

Senator ttart of Colorado. That is all.

 Kr, leolma. May I contribute somathing, pleaaa?

Tha Chafrman. Yes, cortainly.

Mr. Helma. Awm a result of my experifances through thu
yoars, whon 1 became NDiroctor 1 had made up my mind that thas
optlon, if you want to put Lt that way, of killing forefgn
leadors, wa; somathing that I did not want to happen on my
watch, My reasons for this were these: |

There are not only moral reasons but there are slso sorec
cther rather practical roasons.

1., It is almost impossible In a Democracy to koeyp
anything like that secrot. If you will ¢xamine human bohavior
you will find that the toughest nut onu day slx yoars later
may bocome juat a weakling running for eo@er, looking for
assistanco somawhers. I think it would be almost imposuibile,
if [ may put it that way, to koep such a thlng secret for any

protractad length of time. Somebody would go to a Congressnan,

TOP SECRET
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his Senator, ha might go to & newspapar man, whatever the casae
may be, but it just f£s not & practical slternstive, 1t scems
to ma, fin our socioty.

Then there is another consideration which comes into
this. That If you are golnyg to try by thise kind of means to

ronove a foreign leadar, then who {2 going to take his place

running that country, and are you essentlially hetter off asz &
matter of practico when {t la ovar than you were before? And
-1 can give you I think a very solid exampie of thia whifh
happsned in Vietnam whon President Diem was eliminated from
the scono. We thon had é ravolving door of pfimo ministors
after that for gquite aome por;od of time, during which the
Vietnamese Government at a time in ites history when it should
have been strong was nothing but g carotaker governmsnt,
c;nstantly. In other wﬁrdsg that whole exercise turned out to
the disadvantage of the United States.

S0 when one looks at tho scope of this thing this is
why 1 am contributing the timoe. After all there is no sensec
in my sitting here with all the experieace ! have had and
not sharing with the Committes my'tculiﬁqs this day. It
lsn‘tlbacause I have. lost my cool, or because ! have lost
my guts, it aimply is becausc I don’t think it is a viable
og£10n {n the United Statos of Amorica thosc days.

Chairman Churéh, Doosn’t it also follow, Mr. lelms --

! agree with vou what you have sald fully -- but dovan't it

TOP SECRET
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aleo follow on the practical side, spart from the moral sidse,

that since thase socrets are bound to come out, whan they do,

they do very grave political damsge to the United Htatus and
the world at large? I don't know to whet extent ths Russians
involved themeelves in political asaalsinltions, but under
thalr aystam they at least have & bettasr prospect of kesping
it concealed. Since we do like a free sociaty and since these
socrats are going to comoe out in due course, the revelation
will then do loriduu injury to the good name and reputation
of the Unlted States.

wWould you agros with that?

Mr., Helms., Yas., I would,
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Mr. llalms. Yas, I would.

The Chalrman., And finally, if wa reserve to curselves the
prerogstive to ascassinate foreign leaders, we may invite
reciprocal action from forelqn governments who assuma that 1¢
it's our preroqative to do so, it is thaelr prerogative s well,
and that i{s another danger that we at lsast invite with this
kind of action. wouldn;t you agree to that?

Mr. Malms. Yes, sir.

The Chalrman. Anil in thét connection, qoing back to this
sams Dfew Pwarson story on Fxhlbile 7 --

Mr. Nelmao. Yes, ! have it hars.

The Chalrman. I call your attantion éo the lt.m.ln 1h;
middle of the puse whafw Pedradon asserted, “"Castro lsarned
anough at lsast to helimve %he CIA waa-Ss-kinq to kill him.
la i8 raportad to have coCkued up 4 counterplot againat
Presfdunt Kennedy,” and then on the facts ea the 15 rhpbrt

sumnarizes them, wa ruaad, "This resportedly haszs comes out in the

2 Garriaon investiyatiorns. It aloo was stated by Castilie in

the Philipplnes under direct interroygation. We have no inde-
pendent confirmation of any scrt.Note tha* flarrison met wish
kosaelli in Low Veqas in "arch, L967.°

Our testimony %0 date indicates that Castro did learn o!
thete aBsasiinaet iorn «ttemnts. Now juast uXactlvy what hs learnes!
i% not antiraly Cicdr byt whe {act i3 that he Jdid learn, and

thias of course alwayn raisan thy suapiclon of whethast he was
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thus furnished with a motive to strike bsok.

Well, who hag -~ Benator Morgan?

Senator Daker. Mr., Chairman, I cannot belisve, sir, that
thers couldn’t be nome commenatary from the Qltnqua on 4 matter
©f such grava senaitivity am you juse luqq.;tcd.

The Chairman. Do you have any comment?

Mr. Helms. I have no comment, -bscause I have never had
brought to my attention any convincing ;vid-nc. that Castro dic
have a plot against any of our lsaders,.

The Chalrman. Yas.

Senator Bakar. Aay convincling avidanca?

Mr. llslma. Wall, aée hure, thlé misghe be called avidance

on this sheat of papsr, and Lf you ray evidunce, I say any

convincing avidencs.
Swnator Bakwer. DO you have any othar nonconvinclng
avidence? '

Hr. lielms,. MNoO,

Senator Bakar. Dut quite apart from the svidencae, and !

" think tha Committes is without any such svidencs, my comment

went t0 motive only. [ found it axtraordinary when Hr. “cCone
tudtifiad that the CIA did ot aupply ke Warren Commission with
information relating to fts own as3assipation attempta against
Castro, which attempta prafaesded ths aaaﬁsilnation of

Prasideat Hennedy.

.Can vyou snlichten uas in any ragard with resapsct to

TOP SECRET
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"{f. "ﬂlmSa NG, '1“'
The Chairman. =~- these disolosures were pot made to the

Warren Commission?

He, Halmas., If you want me-ta maks & surnise, Hxl Chalrnac.
I would be glad to try that, but [ have no independant recol-
lection of why.'

The Chairman. You di{d not participate in that declsion?

Mr. Helms., YNo. My job wlith respeck to the Warren

Comnission was to answer fnquiries from the Comminrion and trv

to get together the material that theyY nwodsed for their inves-
tiyativy end I spent & qraat deal of time on thian, but I dor't
famenbusl the fquesticn arising ahour our own uperationa and
thelir affect Oon thefw Matters. [lut sorghow thers Lindgers --
The Chalrman. Well,can you tell us why that lilaners, wvai.
if you must Burmise why the CIA didn't fesl obliged to volunte«r
information of thisa kind that does run to the quantIOn.of
motive to the Commiosion that was investigating the asnassisp.-
tion of the Amasricar. President?
Mr, Helms, Well, thare was amuch -~ [ muan, after all,
the Castro government in Cﬁha dmel tha HKonnedy dovernment in
thy United Statss, hadd huuﬁ at dangers drawn over the {‘ubai
mignlte crisin and {4 was fully nuhli& information that ther.

| was sbrolutely no love lont bstween th tuo., “he fay of iy

$10 Fout R B0 | Rpvieomaan, D E FOoE)p

“ had baen attenmpte!, Castr¢ was Curtainly awary ¢f that. iis
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“rop st
was aware of all the clrcumatances surrounding the missile
crisis and am I say, I don’'t know whether he became aware of
any plots to get rid of him, but he must have known that thia
was golng on nonutoﬁ among Cubaen uwxiles ana back-d‘by tha
United Statse governmant.
Az I seid, his Sovist Intelligence advisors ware running a
pratty good line Into the Cuban sxile community {a Floride and
i'm aure thay must have known pratty wall what was 9o0ing on.

So heving smaid that, that contrlbuies o the tempsr of the

tima, 214! when the Warran Cormission's {nveatiqgation wan'qolnw

on, 1 had tha impresslon and there are a lot of the ataff
arcund who could confirm or straiqhten 1t out, thdat the Warcen
Commisvion was wall awarw of afforts to gaet rt@ of Castro an'
that “hils wabB taken into consideration in their deliberations.

The Chairman. Sanater Horgan?

Senator Morgan., Mr. Chairman, [ have two or thres
matters.

Ur. Hglms. Good morning, Senator Morgan.

Denator Morguan. Let me -~ Mr. ilelms, you were gats e
ratarial touether for the Wartfen Commiasion, youd sav, aml at
that *ime vou hknew 0f the assassinutiosn plots that had been

ayainat Castro, did you not?

. P guimergtgon, O 4 P00

Mr. Halma., Yan, sir,

Sgnator Horyan. And you Jdid oo+ think it inmportant to

EPQ ¢ ens Plrooe, 1 €

give tha® Lo thu Warraen Commiaafon?

" TOP SECRET

G

@ 50855 DocId:32423463 FPage 86



Mr. Helma, Well, Senator Morgan, 1 wag not tha Diractor

at that time.

Senator Morgan. Well you were gathering materiel.

Mg, ltalms, Yes, siz; I was tollowing about orduers and
requests and ! was asksd £0 gut togathar this material but x'
Cartainly was not aasked to qo_and tnlt;fy hufore the Commission.

S.ﬁmtor Horgan. But I'm asking you now 1f you were

gathering the matesrial and you had known for about thres years

that there werTw sssassination plots and yet you dld not think
it important to give thim materlal to the Warren Commission.
That la correct, fan‘t it?

M. leline, Hafl. the way you phrang ths gquestion, you
zay I didn't think it was {mportant, [ am not trying to fucce

with you, Bir, I am trylug to-put the clroumstances as [

TaOD & Pawy

understood them at the tima. I don't rscall that I was A,

sither inmtructed or it occurraed to mas to cover vith the

7 57

Warrea Commission tho preciss datalls of the Agsncy’s . operet.ic:.n
not becauss I made 2 sfgnfificant judgment not to de this, but
ap ! Haid Just a moment aqo, My racollection at the time wan
that iz was public kpnowlsdags that the Unltwe! States was trvia-
ty et ril of Caatrn,

Senautor Morgan. WHell. you know, 'ir. Ambassador, I don':
want Lo aradua with syou, but this is wha® diszurbs ne about

wour temtinugy 18 thet you assuma, you thought it waa public

A18 o 4eepws, B F | Pawmongien, 1 JO0g)

Kitwwlae'lls, Wa nuvaer Cun pin anythiung Jown. And yov ~ure not
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that time just an employss of the CIA. You were in the top
«Chslon., the managemant lsvel, waers you not?

Hr: Halms., Yan, ! waw, Senati: Morgan.

Senator Morgen. And You had been a part of the assassina-
tion plets ayainst Cagtro?

Mr. Helms, Nsil,ryou know ==

Senator Morgan. Well this much ia true. Ia that true.
that part? You werg -- iﬁ that';gqard. You participatod?

Mr. Helma., 1 was aware_thnt thare had hsen afforts mads

t0 gat rld &f him by theuse means,

Suwnator Mordar. And vou wara charqged with furnishing
the Warren tommittes infogmatlon from the ClaA, {afermation wo.

thouyht was relevant?

2
¥
4
&
L]
a
&
«
]

Nr. ilalma., "o, sir. | was Inatructaed to reply to
inguiries from the Warraen Commission for information (from tha
f Aggucy. I was not ashked to 1nitiufu any particular thing.
Sspnator HMorgan. Well what 1 understood vou to say ®o
give information. In othar words, you waren's asked for i+,

youa Jidu't glve it?

e 3

M. Helms. Tha*'s riah*, air.
Senator ‘lorgan. You know also, as onu of the leaders of thu

Cla, that Oswaldd hat called tha Cuban Umbasty {n *taxico uhorel:

. Boummgien, D ¢

before the assassipuions
Mg, YMelma, “Jull, sir, we provitel zhaet in“crmation,

Sanator ‘lorygaen. vou trovided that, hat did von pot thes

TOP SECRET
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7
think i¢ was spscesmary for you to come forward with this
ather information that thure had been assassination plots?

He. Halms., Well, sir, I'm sorry, I didn‘e,

Senator Morqgan. No one followed up 05 the taelephone calls,
or the {aformation that Oswald had contacted the Cuban Embassy
bayond the information that was suppllied to you by some othaer
governmesnt? - l '

Hr, ilalmae. I don't know sir, anymore, but I thought at
the timg Oswald's visit In Mexlco Clty had heen investigated
the ﬁaxxmum extent poss#ihle both by the PRI and tha ClA,

Senator Morqan. r. Huelms, this i3 the thine that

bothers Me, DIverybody neams to think this, or presume thla.

4 -

TatD & Phwi.

fa thete anyonws who would know whiather or not it h“ad hean
lnvestlvated, beyond junt --

fr. Halmn., Yeo. 1 think Hr. Rankln, who wes the Chial

«
€
o

Counsel of the Warren Commission would know.

Senator “orqan. I'm talking about the 1A followlna up
Oi, Uswald's call.

‘Hr. Hlalms., Wall, {t migh% be posaible to find out who wau
the chis! in “texleo City a%t that tims, and the eXtant to which
he actually did thess Jols. | think with the dfﬂrgu of
spuci!icity which you raised, and quite pronerly, I think you
wouli! Have L0 (ot S0M=Cne Who was actually physically presunt

4t the timg, amd [ don't racall anymors who was our Chiesfl of

418 Fowm Meaaa, b T . ruongian, D pooal

i Statiuv, i Mexico,
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1 Senator Morgan. Well, Mr, Ambassador, I will ntats my
contarn and thun o on to my other two questions.

S It concerns ma that tha CIA knew that Oswald had called

Fuyas pieey SO §006008
-]

4 { the Cuban kmbasay and that this information was furnished to
) ﬁ the Warren Commission, but as far a8 I have baen able to
& ascert&in from qualtlonlnq othera, thers was no efter& made . On

b the part of thu CIA or anyona alse to pursus Omwald’_ cg}{w

g_j_b-yond thc tact that we received soms. (nfornation 4:;'
; Y :
sy _92 that they had lnt-rcuptud o t-laphona call, whlcﬁml-
L :
L . K%Q-rtqinly h. wag not qoinq to sa¥ anythinn on tho tcllphon- of

[P v
R b k 4ny .CconEw‘juence. And thqn-knpwinq that, that 1[ thc Hnrr-n

il ’ 12 u Commisnion was snever furnigshed luformating abuut tha C&ltro

Ty i | _ |
T4 32 g'qssalulnnplon irlot, 1 am not one who Syan e buqqmr behind avaer:
(i 15 i-trna ahd 1 have navar'qneatinuud the Walrun Cormiasion’s
i lz_g finding until this informution cémns oué, argl T think somehow
v 16 h that we need to pin thas Hown.
™~ 17 i You have #aid threz thinns this moraing that disturb ma.
1& ? fau safdd you undarstood thaé yYou weres to qe% rid of Castro and
. 1% " that was your understanding. .
Vg _ 2¢ g . 'Hf{ Halnme, ?ss, sl#.: N
_ ? 21 g ’ Q;hazgr HOr dia. Tpﬁn you sajid thel: were no,llmltaf!buﬂ
g. o '! put f.u.l t.lrlu Mugam. .
, ; Y ? That a?gma'to imp!y Lo my that murder or qhsquslnation o
L e % 24 !i ‘n'q,‘:i an 40(:4;:1:5:? Mud 8 'wl\uf: you said theru were no lifitatio.n
% ‘25 { put Op the teans. s tha* j%u‘way y0u.undgra?oud ft?
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Mr. llelms. That ls the way I understood {t.
Sanetor Morgan. And that had beesn in the past been anp
accepted practice of getting rid of anyons unwanted?
Hr, Melmx, Well, [ don't recall, sir, any conparable
'-ftott. at least duripg my ;im-, t0o change another goverament.

Cartainly thers were changas at %2imes and thers wers operations

'Aft-ctlnq chanqus, but 1 don't recall lnrfhinﬂ that was

comparable in its wifore,

Senator Morgan., MNut, slr, {t seens to me that thers wers

no liml{tationa put on the meann, that you imply that aspassins-
I tlon wes an accupted practicae.

Mr. Helms, Weil, Ssnator !Morgan, ‘[ &9 not & lawver. Lat

-

R
WARD b Pagpq”

My rephfdate wWhat | wed Lryluy to gat acroms,
wad not to ths bust of my recollection, ever lastructwed
do some specific thing with reepsct to tﬁe injunction
rid of Castro.
rualiz; therfe afae 4 10t of thipngs that would Rave heen
implausible within the renge of rational sense, “hat oOne would!

ot try, so I didn’e mean by phresing it that way that | would

lrop an atomic bonmb or do something 8111y like that. [ wa=«

gimply 2ryfing tu Jet acroes the fact that aohody evetr told me
tha%t raids and providing quns and puttiny {n people to :ry an
gut rid of ths whols cpuration of Castre wasn't & perfesctliv

legitimaty wavy., Ia fact, [ understand it wasm.-

410 Forpt Werot, W, Mpmhogimn, D

Sepator “Yordar. Lo fect yvou underatood it wau?
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Mr. lHelma. Yesn.

Senator Morgan. Why did you underestend Lt was?

M. Halms. itwcaumw 1 was asked to qet rid of him.

Senator Morgan. And to fet rid of hia, you understood
to mean that killing would be an accuptable wey?

Mr., Helma. Yesm, Bir,.

Senator Morqan. Well, lat ﬁu tié it in, Mr. Cﬁiirmnﬁ. Wity
one final gquestion. I won't imposs on the Committwse’s time anw
mor .

In 1ight of your previous statemant that this i3 a
Chrigtian country snd that thls Committues has o fncqluv to tha

prima moral i4suae of whather or not killing 18 an acceptab)s

|

way, 1 believe you said wordsa sudenticlly to that wffoct.

-
waho & Faae

i ligyht of tha* atatement, and tha* that s&gtaﬁent was truc
at the time, don't you think it would have takaen affirmative
parnissio: or authority to kill rather than just saying 1% was
not aliminated from the authoerity or You wera not restrictet
Ly that?

i3 i® a thing that cOnCernd my ahaut *ha ClA. The thii-:
that‘! VLt Qo kanow is, is kEilling a4 part 7 the CIA's
normael wetivitisw? 17 10 is, thaen I othiwd the Amsrican vublice

may awant to abolish it

. Meanhwngere T3 € OB D

YOu Waele CalPying out s#vetific aphority from highe:

Wi Chen 1 otntnk owould took oar 10 dnoa Hiforent ight,

AFG P i tmowe 4§

dr. o tednmn, tell, mir, killige wan nos nart of the CiATS
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policy. It was not part of the CIA'as armory. As & patter of

fact, I don't know of anybody that was killsd by the CIA in

the sense that you apeak about (%, where somabody «8nt out and

actually killad a human bu{nq starting from hers to qet to %ha*
{adividual. ‘

1 wont say that in some Of the limited ware fn Sougheas*
Asi{a pasople &-run'tfkilled,‘bﬁt in this Castro operation, and
I realite you ars prassing me very hard, and [ accep: thia, !
hava tq:ti(l.d as hant I could ahont the atmoaphare of the 2in.,
what 1 undwratood was desired, and I don't want to take refuss
feo maying that | was justrunted to specifically murdar Cu;tr;.
*hat thin was getting rid of Cantro, if he ha! heen 13t%an

rid of by thic myans that thin wonld have bgen accepig! or

accuptabls t0 cartaln iwdividualn, maybe nos to  She country

mAaRH B Poly

at larqge, I don’* know., Nut | wasn’t running tha’e thipnns i

thosw days anpd f was just doing my hent to do what 1 thouaht I
was supposasd to do.
Senator Morgan.  Thaolh yew, Mr, Chairnman., [ wen't ourns

1t {ufther.

Tewwe

“t1e Chairman, Genator Mart?
Soimtor ‘tare wf olorede.  Just ons rtueacion. Juset

might obBurve for the rscurd 9n the last isius “hafe Were

b e 1Y 4

four tha* Yavw lsaen Clncugsed, Trujsllo, Lungynba, DVian asd

B ae

C astro, Ve'la thrze Jor four, uo whethar we Jil % curaglv..:

] or aul, threw of thom mai rathier violeat Jdesths., -
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Durfing your watch as elther Deputy Director of Plans or
Deputy Director of the CIA or as Director of CIA, there ware
& nuRbet of troubling political lc;d-rn arount ths world, and
I'm gyolng to namo meveral and in the case of each of them, 1
wish vou would considaer whgthef ynu, Aduring this time, in any
@f thosw three capacities you've participated in, overheard,
#peculated a~out or participated in gosslp concerning tha
possible assassination of any of them, Mr., Sukarno, Y., Nassar,
Hr. u-Gnull.; Mr, Allends, Mr., Arafat, Mao Tse~Tupal

Mr, jtelms. I don’t rucell dliacussing sssassination of
any of then,

Benator tart of Colorado. 0Or overhasarinn anvons wloe
discysaing the ssscasination?

Mr, Hlelms. o, air, not to thes haat of my racollacting,
Jid wot.

“he Chairnman. 1t looks like we'ra uot_ﬂcinq to findsn

morning with the quantioning. Could you comg back at

o'elock, r. Helms?

r, Melms., Yas, sir.

The ¢hairman, Tha* will 9ive U8 a chianea *c tat worng
.lgm:h.

Genstor flart, 1 think? -

Behator ant 0} Michinan. I Jus® wantwl ;9 Clmar u,
Nr. ANLeIsador, an marlier caftan® o7 vours, it han *o J?

oone ant Phase 11 and tarvey.
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How, my mnotes have it vou sald that ?ou did not tsl1l

HeCone about Phase I bacause you reslly wera letting Harvey

g0 off on a mission that didn't have any prespesct of success.

Mr. Halma, Well, Sanator Mart, may I just reafline that a
little bit? :

1 honestly didn't recsll that Mr. McCone was not informed
and when I was told tha® there was svidence that he wasn't
informed, I was trying to acratch my head asz tg why 1 didn’t
tell him at the time and my aurmisaa qré tha hest 1 Can comse
up with, 1 am raally surprismed I did not discuss it with
him at the time. !y relativns with him wirae qood, ant so oy
surintaga are just thy bhaat I'm ahle =0 Jdo in 197% over an
eirbscde that touk placa tha' Many years .o,

L Senater Maker. Yr. Chairman, would! they Sgpator viala”

WARD & Fhwe

is it your 1$pruauion that yoﬁ Afd twil him?

‘tr, ngﬁs. Mo, it disn't my inprassion that [ told hi-=,
lmast 1 don't have any imprassion, unfortunatsaly. Thia is
Blank. 7

Senator Haker. S0 ahaal,

Ssnator Hart of “iechindn, Thare {3 g note {1 thae

Inspec®or lunerat’ Yile thare, vDatde 11, thet "Harvey aleier o

TS

“"when he LIiefsl Malms non Hodsslli he obtaine! 'lelws’ approval

o pa.

et Lo brief the Director.”
o you fint tha*?  1v's wb ths ver holtom.

‘“tr. Melms,  Yed, 31, that iy *Ye dantencs L0 which !
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Senator Hart of HMichigan. What Lis your pressent mamory
of this ewssion?

Mr. Helms. That's what I meant.

Sanator Mart of Michiman., ALl right, you've explalined

What motive would Harvay havs had?td Your surkise, to statw
ap he hag? |

Mr. Halmm. Asking me to do it and to qget my agresment.
You mean?

tunazer Hart of Michlidqan. Tha* you aireed that
Diresctor nwt halng informed.

Mr. Halms, in octhar words, what was hie mocive for erhisn.:
that? | don't recall that. § bolieve Ne's fqoina to *eat]fr
bufores this Comrittae, fan't he, in which evan® maybae he racal’
of has soms notes from the time. 1'm sorcy, 3ir, I don-'t
TeMaabel what his rotive wags.

The Chelrimarn. But yuu have ne reason t2 *hink that
13 in fact his testinmony %ha® it wan act thae rase?

Mr. Halma. T odup't think it wan, Dguasor.

Comust have 2! osomething %o do with, you Xnow, the

Féi

3463

the timg OF scmeihing.
<
Csnator lart af flichigan., Wall, nv miat -~ this s a

wigrr atnt, bt bf ovou thoueht you hatl anthorfty tu go froe

ull te bSraakfant e tarma of getting rit ¢ Castra, wvhat wen
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the concern about keeping McCona In the dark?

¥r. Hlwlma. I think -~ Sunator Wart, ? think ffarvey will
be able to clear this up butter than I, bLut I think that it
probably would have had to do with ths fact that It wap a
Mafia connection and Mr. McCone was relatively new to the
organization &nd this was, you know, not & very savory effort.
Al 4t wasn't ~=- I myan, I am not feukinn refune and saying Sh.:
this was & good idea. As I said a moment ago, | very much
rqq;ot‘th- whole exaercisa,.

Senator fchwelker. Mr, Chgirmnn. E'1l wait until weg ne*
back.

Tha Chalrman., Al riaght.

We'll adjoursn until 2:00 o'clock thi+ alfterncon.

(Qhuruupou, at 12:48 o'clock pom., tha Committes recenss?

to reconvense at 2:07 o'clock p.m. ths gams tday. )

TOP SECRET

Page 97



7]

50855

F
3
.
LY
€
e
L]
4
8

. P auhongiar O 7

GRE F o Bacees, % F

e A EMB SR

<Foe

" YOP SECRET

AFTERNOON BESHION

{2:9% p.m.)

Senator Nart of Michigen. The Committes will De in order.

I believe that Mr. Schwarz may have qusations.

Did any member of the Committse care to dirsct any questions
to the Ambassador at this time?

Sgnator Bnk-r.‘ A litela later.

Senator Hart of Michlgan. HMr. Schwarx?

TESTIMONY OF RICHARD JIFILMS == Resumgd

Mr., Schwarz. Mr, Ambasnador, ! would like to sse ¢ we
could et all in one Plnc:IQhe teatifony concerning “r. “clors.

How, a3 | heard tha tesotimony thim mornlnag, you had four
#xPlanations for why you might not have hrieferd Mr. fcCone
about the «fforts to naeaasigatu Mr. Cantroa. ‘g*'s qere {° w
could discuss each ona of them fn turn., Can wa do that?

Mr. Halma. Surely.

Mr. Schwarz. All right.

1 think your firat explanation, your first testimony on i*
waB that tho matter woes only exploratory, or that it waspn't
clear that anything was actually unfing to hanpaﬁ.

Mr. Helms. 1 belisve that. VYes, thet certalnlv ia par
of it.

Mr, Schwarz. Mow, if ¥You would look at the study on vana

Mr. Hglma, Yaes, I'm at pana 49%.
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Mr. Schwarz, Now, theat 1s a long section that comas
under the heading, April, 196Z. That heading {s on page 41,
just mo we're Bure what time we'rs talking.

Mr. Helms. Yas.

Hr., Schwarr. DPage 41, April ‘42,

Mr., Helma. Yan.

Mr. Schwargz., Okav,

Now apparantly in April 1962 some poiscned pillls wers given

Cuban sxile leader through Mr. Roselli. I that right?

Hr. Halms. I don't know that‘(rom my own resources. It la

tlllcﬁod. I don't know whathsr they warew or not,
Mr. Schwarz., MWall, ths study shows that to hava happenaed,
Mr. Melms. The atudy shows this,

Mr. Schwarz. Aml a* the sams timg the study .shows that

w
]
k]
LY
L]
o
&
L
L]

rifles were aiven to a Cuban exlle, right?

Mr., Helms, Yos,

Mr., Schwarz., MHow, assuming those facts to hae trus, at the
point that poisoned pills ha? heen handsed to a person, it was.
5o longer so that-thu matter wad only exploratory, was [t?

HMr. Helma. Mo, [ think that oanwe could say that somethindg,

you know, was being put ia tralp thers,

B pas ngrawe £ € DIWHO ¢

Mr. Schwarz., Lookinag at paas 37, the study {nd{catss that
Mr. Harvay wat told that thw pills were actually in Cuba, at

the borttom of parje 597, apd Indgod had baan taken into the

restaurant reqularly umed by Mr., 7astro., [s that so? The very
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bottom of page 50.
Mr, Helms. OCf page %97
Mr. Schware. Yes. The lant sentence oOn page 50. Mayhe
if you read it into the record ==
| Mr. Helms. Yan, I sea. “Roselli reported that the pllis

ware in Cuba and at the restaurant reportedly used reqularly

J by Castro.”

Wa only have Roselli’'s word for that, I would bike to

point out.

AN

Mr. Schware. Yaes, but it waz given to Mr., Hatvey, Etight?

P

Mr, Helms, 1 beg your pardon?
Mr. Schwarz. [t was revortedly given to Mr. Hervey.

Mr. Helmm. Roswlll said.

mamp & Faws.

Mr. Schwarz. The word was given to Mr. llarvaey.

H;. Helms. Yas.

Mr. Schwarz. And Mr. llarvey atated that he reqularly
reported to you on the Cuha matte; and {ndeed vou would have

@XpaCted him to resport to you, wouldn't you?

Mr. Helms, Tha*'s rinht+.

1

Mr. Scwharz. Now aqaln, assuming that he did report to
you, it certainly was no londer &4 matter that was oiploratnrv.

wam it?

. B ogien

Mr, Halms. {Hodsn i1 the affirmative,)

Mr, Schwarz., Now, accorddng to your hast recollection.

AIC ot Svet 4 0

at that point did you briefl Mr. McCone?
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Hr., Helms., X &2 wot rcacall harviag done so and 1 don't

recall why I di4 not.

Hr. Schwarz. Oxay. )
A second polnt.that yTu mmie &3cut mnt briefling Mpr. “YcCona --
aud thia vas towards the wad =f yous twstimony Iin the morpning --
vap that the wlfort lnwolved tShe Mails.
Mr. Halme., That was & sursise oow Shat since he was new
in the organirzatics and =Xiz wee = sorez of dublous thing that |
guesns what | wes trving © sa~ <a% 48 wmy perception of it in
recreated now thaet [ felt =haz chare do:ve *n he 4 lot mOTw
#olid than just goicot 2o %im euni *r+im3 wa'wve besn ln touch

with 4 fellow in the ®afrae "o sqe 17 wa've got Underworld linva

toe Cuba.

Pl
3
e
L
&
-]
8
*
]

Mr. Schwarz. 5o 1t Tad aothizT B2 25 with him attitude
towards wusing the %2f1e?

Mr. Helms, I was oneware 3 exy attitude he may havae

Mr. Schwarz. %Sow he tex=:ifiel im reasponse to thia line of

guestioning .thet 1f he had Deoey tTl< The® thare was an assansi~

nation effort underway. he woild Tavre stonzed such an sffort.

tow, 18 tha®, @ ¥Our JTwWwiimasT™, ooZlect?

A avnongens 1

Bulme. I <oam't anow, sis.

Schwarz. Do yow hasve amy Twisrean® on it?

Haelms., Tha Ceascu - tayp . hsg™* 2now, Mr. Schwarez,

B0 5 it Wrempe N 8

18 that slsevhare r. MoUme rat et hae® he went to tas ™Mr.
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McNamars in connection with this August 1962 affair and told

97

? Mz, McNamara that he wouldn't have anything to do with this,

2 but I have no recollection and [ don't belisve he aver said

Foprp | et POF) b DS

anything to me about his not wanting to have anything to do
with it.—

Mr. Schwarz. And you werfae Closa ﬁo Mr. McCone i; that
period? You werw Bis Deputy for Planms?

Hr. Helms, ; saw him almoust daily,

“r, Schwarz. And in‘if vyoutr belief that £{f ha had made
any such Btatement to Mr, “clamars that he would have coma *o
you and told vou ahout it at some point? .

Mr. Helma, I just don't know why ha fiidn't, but I dqn't

recall any such statamant. And as 1 said, and ! would like tec

Tepeat ft, %r. McCone had siven ma my job, he hed promotaed ma,

-
2
€

LY
]

[

a
2
L ]

{ fult close to him, | felt loyal to him, and T would pot have
violated an fustruction he gave me 1 [ could possibly have
halped i,

Mr. Scwharz. Rut in ;ny svent, lt ia your bast judgmant

that he did not indicate thet he was OppOsed Lo asmasainaticns?

e

My, lHolms, Hot Lo the.
Mr, Seowharz. All riohe.

Then [ think this morning iy discussing the question of

W gt [

whether or not you advimed Yr. “McConae, in anothar portion of
your testimony you made the noint that the ganmral instruction

was t0o qgat rid of CTastro, pumhar one.
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Mr. Helma. Yau. Cat rid of the Castro qovernment,
including Castro, but get rid of the whole busliness.

Mr. Scwharz. Numher two that that qeneral instructlon has
no_lluitatlons plaé-d upon it.

ME. limima, Well to may no llmltatlonllll not proper.
It did not have any lpac}flc limitations, but the rule of CaasE0n
would have prevailed that if scmebody had some bright idea of
putting an atomic bomb in Cuba, ! certainly uould‘hav. rﬁqcrdod
that aw well outside the purylunihla paramgterse and :hqt it .
would have withar have heen stopped or Lt would have to hava
bean taken to hiaghsr sauthority or momethinag.

Mr. Scwharr. But §3 it your testimony that -- pow let us

take one 0f the thipnas that the record sunqes®s was actually

v
+
¢
&
%
L]
. B

attenptod, which was to poison Mr. Castro by ptlls aupplied
from the CIA to a Mafia person to a Cuban exile lesader and
ultimately to be put in his food.

Is it your testimony that that activity wan within the
bounds of the Jenwral understanding thar a’forts werse lsing
made Lo yot rid of the Castrd qovernmaent?

Mr. Holma, It is my recollection that the answer is

affirmative,

- potuangt o [

Mr. Scwhatz., And what §s that based on?
1s it becaume =-- how Jo yvou dacide under what you maid in

a rule of raanon, how do ycu distinqulsh noew or how Aid vou

A4 F ot e L d

distingulah then hoetween accepted activiey within the qenesral
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fnstruction end activity that you felﬁrycu could not have
takan?

Mr. Helma. HWell, vou sea, sir, we're having -- &t Jsast

B (Aupe FBFY bikb dulieh

I'm having a difficult time here, becaums we have one epnisode

in & long string of activities relating to Cuba that becauss |t
involves the mpeciflic word essassination or the elimination of
an individual loome large in thia investigation. I understan?
that and i underatand the reasons for It. Aut the fact of the
.mntt-r remains that with all ol tle other *%{Lys *ha* were o,
¢n &t that time, I can only say to you as best I can recall

ie, ;hat thin nepemsd to ba within the parmiasible part of this
sffort,

Poople ware heinm killed in ralds and various othar ways

-
k-
9
&
o
-]
]
L
&

and I can only say that bad as it may ssund | don‘t have any
recollection of thinking, wall, Lord, this ia wall cutside
anything we ware belng psrmitted to do.
Mr. Smothars. May 1 raise a question here?
ﬁr. Ambassador, you indicated, and have throughout your
testimony, that wssentially you felt you had your marching
orders, that you hdad a fairly accurate unlurstanding of what
the SpwCial Groun, the Director and othsr peraons who may have
 bscn'§nVo§Vod here in the leasderahin ¢lement wantad cone. Ia
ghnt corract?
Mr. lalme, thourtht an,

Mr., Smothare, s it also your undaratanding that Mr, McCone
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&8 the Dirsctor had his marching orders and he undsrstond what

thay maant?
Mr. Helma, Yes, bacause wmany of my marching orders cams

from My, McCone who got his marching orders slsevhare.

Mr. Smothsrs. Is there any doubt in your mind that ha

i
kX

had a substantial familiarity with what you wers doing?

"Mr. talms. There's no doubt in my mind.

Mr., Bmothers. EKnowing him as you did and working with

him, ia thare any idea in your mind that he disspproved of

what you di{d and the undertakings in this connection. - thst
he would have indicated to you that he was totally dissatis-
flad?

Mr, Halma. I would have thought so, Hr; Smothers, bhecauss
he was a preciss man and a very forceful man, and when he
disagruad, he sald so and a man of vary high intelligencs.

Hr. Smothers&. Could yvou imagine himaself as Diractor in a

situation whare hse was at odds with the desiras of the Presidant
or the Spaucial Croup?
Mr, Helms. Wall, it's an interesting point you make,

bacause theoratically this would not be the case, but thars

wag & situstion in which he qot himself very much on the other
side of the fence from the President and that was over thae
question of whether thers wers missilas in Cuba or not, or
whathar the Hussians ware putting missiles in Cuba.

And hs stuck to the line that they ware putting
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them in when almost averyons else in the Pederal governmant was
saying thay wers not putting them in and wouldn't be putting

tham in end he turned out to ba right.

And I think in all fairness to Mr. McCone, I think it's

fair ¢to be saild that he made himgelf sliqhtlyrunpopular with

the President for having bsen. right.
Mr. Smothers. This is a fairly small qroup we're talking

about. Had7hé been hearing a diffarent drummer fron'thl Presi-

L Mo e —

dunt and thoss that the President wanted, that the Special firoup

wanted, do you think you would have been swars of tha fact that

he was doing something othsr than that which had basn
sanctionad?

Mr. HMelms., I do, Hr. Smothers, becauss [ think all of us

-~ "™
WABD & P .

t

working on this thing thought that we were going to ths same

-

drummar, walking, marching to the same drﬁmmex.

Mr. Schwarz. Is it now your testimony that_Hr. MeCona
vwasg aware of the assuauinutié; uffort; against Castro?

Mr, Halms: No, it is not my testimony, I haven't changed

it. I just wanted to angwer Mr. Smother‘s quastion. 1I'm not
©od

Ihggt

changing --

Mr. Schwarz. Well I'm not suggesting that you're changina
your tastimony. I just want to maks sure what It ia;

Ia it your tuatimaﬁy that to the bust of your knowladqga
Mp, Melons was awaras of assassination attempts against Castro?

Mr, Halmas. I don't know whether he was or not, Mr. Schwaraz.

TOP SECRET
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Mr., McoCone L8 an honorable man. Ha has done his own tentifyinq.i
and all I can say {s that I do not know apccificall} whather
he was awars or not. I only can recall that he 4id not tell
me that he was agalnst {t.
Mr, Smothera, Was totally dissatisfied?
Mr, Schwarz. Well, it is confusing, and Mr. Harvay
stated in 1967 that for some rasason, not sxplained, Sqt for
80me reason, he decided and You agreed not to bridf Hr. ™McCone
about the efforts to assigsinate Castro.

Let's ses if we can coma at that in a slightly diffarant

direction.

Can you think of any reason why Mr. flarvey would say theat

-y

if it wers not true?

¥

b
i
L]
@ -
L]
L]
£
#

Mz. Helms. ‘No, I do not really know why he would say it
if it were not trus.

HMr. Schwarz. All right, now -~

Mr. lelms, or if he did not balisve it to be truse.

Mr. Schwarz. Rgéoqnizinq that this may ba a quastion on

’ which you ars not sure, what s your bast judgment as to

whether Mr., McCong knaw about the attempts to assassinats
Castro?

Mr..nalms.' I have & hard time, this thirteen or 8o years
after thg event, balleving that when Mr. McCone was involved

in all of these meatings about trying to get rid of Castre that

410 o0t Stomer, K {1, Yoabormiian, O 2000

he could have ruled out.-in his mind that somebody might take a
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shot at him, or kill him {n some fashion or other. I Just

cannot beliave that that was pot & considered part of the

risks inherent in the operation we wers undertaking. :

! Mr. Scwharz. Okay. . .
Now, leat's turn &0 May, 1361 for a momsnt,
;You knew, in May *61, that there was an ongoing relation-
ahip with the Mafia, with Mr. Rosslli, is that right? |
Mr.

Holme. Yes.

; Mr. Scwharz. And yoa knaw -~ whether or net you thought

ﬁ that was likely toe succeed, you knew that it was an affort i\j
which involved an atteampt ¢o sssessjinate Mr, Castro?
Mr. Heims. Well, in any svezt, I was in touch with the
Mafia. I kKnew that weo wefa in touch with the ™Mafis.
oy Mr Schwarz. But you did know also tﬁut the purpose of
buing in touch with the Mafia was to attempt to assassinate
Cesgtro?
Mr. Helms., tHall, maybe it wasn®t all that clear in May

1962,

This record is belng made. you know, wa'ra diqging
kind of a trench here by repetition, and I am not sure it‘'s
fair that we dig that trecch.

Hr; Scowharz. Wall, let®s jest say that the 1967 record

i showslthat Harvey was told by Roselli that pilis had bsan taken

to Cuba for the purposs of éssassinating Castro in May of 19482,
We have gone over that bhefare.

4 © Mr., Kirhbow,

i

Mr, Chairmaz, would the General Counssl yleld
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for just & moment?

I have liptensd to the testimony from this morniang and
this of this afterncon and in 4ll falrness ! cannot agree that
that i3 what the yitnoéa enid this morning. He has repeatedly
this afterncon disavowed any personal knowledge of what the

purpose, or that there were any pills delivared, or to whom.

And I think that. among us attorneys the best svidence of what is

on ths recerd is the document itsalf.

If he has no personal knowledge, I don't think we should

subject the Ambassador to trylng to authenticate & document
about which he has &nd profusses no personal knowledge. I think
we put him in a position that is untenahls in this regard.,

I think that hs has made it a8 clear as he could this

AR & Fayy

afternoen that he had no persOnai kncwladqa-of those svents,
that if Mr. Harvay said s0, ha belliuves that Mr. Harvay probably
told the truth at that time.

-Senator flart of Colorado., Wall, with 21l raespect, I would

Counszel to continue the final question.

Mr. Scwharz. Th; documant wa're talking about was & 1967
study and it was prepared for you 30 that you could brief
Prusident Johason and did you ever tall anybody you thought
there was something wrong &bout that, about the document, or

that it was inaccurate?

Mr. Haelms., No, as I testified this morning, Mr. Schwarre,

AR Feany Streer, 5 U worhengtos, O €, 20000

I don't recall studying ths document 100 percent from the
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utandpoint'ot the acouracy of it, every sentence, I was trying

to relate it to some information which I had bean given, which

it appeared in a newspaper to try and sort out the facts so
that I could report to President Johnson certain events which
occurred at certain places in time, sand I do pnot recall that
I ever want over this document line by line to check on the
VQ:Aéity of it, and I certainly naver went behind the
Inabuctorn <= in other words, I didn't talk to the peopls
1nd1v1dﬁally concernad whom they had Interrogated.

Mz. Schwarz. But you don‘t recall telling anybody that
! thers was something wrong with i,
Mr. He¢lma. No, I don't recall deing that,
Mr. Scwharz. Now the document indicates that in May 1962

! pllle wure in Cuba. Now, agsuming that was so, the reporting

J4
3
+ &
&
L}
o
[
<
k

i chain was that Mr. llarvey was expacted to report to you, is
that right?
Mr. Helms. Yes.
Mr. Schwarz. And your assumption i{s that Mr. Harvay

~as a good lieutenant, did report to you, is that right?

TO0G

Mr. Helms. Wsll he was reporting quite ragularly what was
:qulng on. Whether he raported everything or not, I obviously
don't know.
Mr. Schwarz. Dut {s 1t your expectation that hs would

4 " have resporte?l a matter llke the pllls being in Cuba?

B1Q Farnay Steogt A F | Wepumegian, DT

Mr. Helma, I would have thought so.
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Mr. Schwarz. Now, you Xnew in May 1962 that thaere was a
problam involving the Justice Department and a Las Vegas matter
invoiving Mr. Mnhau‘and Mr., Giancana, did you, and Mr. Roselli?

Mr., Helma. Yas.

Mr. Schwarz. And you knaw that the Attorney Ceneral was
briefed about that m;ttar?

Hr. Helms. I waz told subsequently that ha was.

Mr. Schwarz. Wall, turning to page €% of the document

-prlp;f&d for you ==

Mr. Helms., Yes, I have it,

Mr. Schwarz. -~ 4in the sscond full paraqraph, it reads:

" “Harvey statas that on 14 May he briafed Mr. Helms on a mestiny

“?

-
WARD & FAV

with the Attorney Gunsral, as told him by Edwarda. Harvay, too,

5

advised against briefing Mr. McCone and Gensral Carter and
statas that Helms .concurred in this.®

You have no rsason to doubt the accuracy of that?

Mr. Helms., It gsays that I didn't concur.
Mr, Schwarz. 1t says that you did concur.

Mr. Helms, In the recommendation. I don't have any

, 4dea why I wouldn’'t have wantsed him briafed Lif the Attorney

; Ganeral had been briefed. I don't underastand this to this day
and I don't == I have nothing specific to say to challenge tha
* accuracy of i¢, but I don't ramembar golng along or baing

; consulted in thia fashion, and I realize ¢hat it makes me look

418 Fast Sewwr, 3 [, Washngtan, D€ 2000

vesry guiley, the words that are here, but I do not racall this
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conversation. And it seame odd to me only because, {f the

]

107

Attornay Genaral had been briefed on something it would seam
very logical that it would be very important to brief the
Diractor at ¢hat time on the samse thing.

Mr. Schwarz. Now Mr. Heuston, who wes the General éounnal.
conflirmed glasc that to the best of hia recollection the Director
was not bhriefaed at his élatimony hsre.

Would vou look at Exhibit 4 now, which 1§'a'm¢mo;andhm'

from Mr. Halmas to the Diractor dated Auguué 18, 1963, subjact
.l Sam Giancana. - '

Senator Mathiass., Would Counsel tell us what page f¢ fa?
Mr. Schwarz. Thla 18 & sepasrate document {n your folders

.; of this morning. It is dated August 16, 1963, It has & number
3

o
23
<
.
]

-2
&
<
&

,i of sttachmant, fncluding a memo for the &ttornconf May °*62.
| Now did you send that mamo to Mr. McCone who was ths
,i Director in August 19637
| Mr. Helma. Yaes, I would :hava thought so., It {s signed
with my initfals and it is directad to ﬁim.
Mr. Schwarz. Was that sent beocause of & nswspapsr article
that indicated sone connsction batwsen tha CIA and the Mafia?
i You were asked about that.

! Mr. Helma. I think so. Something genarated it.

Mr., Schwarz. Now Mr. McCone has testified and the 1987
L study states that this was ths filrst occasion on which Mr. McCone

i )
Ew&s advigsued of the CIA's use of tha Mafia. Does that accord

! TOP SECRET
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with your racollsction?

Mr. Helms. I don't know. 1 .say here, I assume you're
aware of the nature of the operation. I must have had some
reason for the assumption.

Hr. Schwarz. Yes., He statad In that connection that you

and he had & conversation on this day about ie. Do you recall
that?
Mr. Helms. No, but maybs that's what generated the

mamorandum.

Mr. Schwarz. Can wa considar the attachment, which was

. May 14, 1962 and purports to su 4 mamorandum for the record
preparsd by Shaeffiaeld Edwards reflecting the conversation

; betwgaen himsslf and ﬁobart Kennedy and Mr. Houston, tha Genaral

i Counsal 0f tha CIA?

wawd & Favk

Mr. Helma. That is what it appsaread to he, and L€ Mr.
| Houston has teatified to this, ha's an hpnﬁrabla man, I would
' accapt that.
: Mr, Scwharz. All right.
_Thu mamorandum on May 14, 1952 describss the projsct as
| buing completed, refers to it in the past tanse.
Do you know why tha Agency submitted to the Attbrnay Ganaral
; & memorandum purpotrtedly reflecting a brleflnq givaen te the
| Attorney Genarai which describaed the cparation as in ths past

i tenss when tha documents indicate that in feet it was ongoing,

ZE0 Paar Savew) S | wanhcngion, D g 20003

indasd ongoing during that very month?
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Mr. Helmsg. I am pnot at 21l familiar any longar with what

causes this cenfusion. I hops that Mr. Harvey can straighten

it out when you talk to him, but I am not able to tell you

whather this operation was ongoing, whether it had rsally baen

. stopped, whether it had been fairly stopped, whethar there was
fun and games going on betwean tha officars involved as to, wa

will create a fiction that it stopped or go ahsad with i¢.

I just don't recall any of those things at all, I am sorry to
BaY, andiz-think anything I say would be unhelpful.

Hr. Schwarz. All right.

At any point after you becams Daputy Director of Plans
i and up to the point that you left that job to assume your

higher job, did you instruct tha Agency to in sffect stand down

WAED & PAUL

from ongoing efforts to assassinate Mr. Castro?

Mr. Helms. I don't recall whether thore-waa any tims at
| which anything specific like that was sald. As the opatation
wag reduced in intansity and reduced in scopa, my recollection
that we ware continuinq_with a cartaln few operations of which
this gangster business wgﬁ not one of them, I realized that
: Harvey was in touch with Roselll for some tima, but I do pot
E have any iﬁprasaion any longer that uftgr tha first few mcnths
there was any ragl substance to this.
AB a matter of fact, I have toothis day wondaer {f thare':

z any substancy to it from the vary beqinning.

410 P eony htaatt, § £, Washengitn, 3 ©. JOOGS

Mr. Scwharz. Waell, let's lgave out the Mafia question.
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The guestion I asked was, 4id you &t any tima instruct the
Agency to stand down from the. effort to sesassinate Mr, Castro?

Mr. Helms. On Cqbu?

Mr. Schwarz. Yes.

Mr. fielms. I don't recall having dons so in any such
spaciflic tarns.

Is there &nything in thes record which indiéatca that I
diaz

Mr. Schwarz. Well, I'm asking you whathar you 4id.

Mr. Helms. I don't recall having done anything that

 apecific about it.

Mr. Schwarz. Now the record dumohstrntcl that fin the fall

: of 1963 the Agency prepared -- and when I say the raecord, I

mean the 1967 study.
Mr. Helms. Yes.
Mr. Schwarz. The Agency prspared a polson pan, & Paparmate

pen with a littls syrings in it that could bs used through

i
" poison to accomplish an assassination?

Did you authorize that activity?

Mr, Helms. I doﬁ't racall authorizlnq.it, and it seams
to ma -- {3 this referring te the Cubela businesa?

Mr. Scwharz. Yes.

Mr. Helms. Ha's the one who was trying ¢o find various

" mwane of getting rid of his arch-rival, Mr. Caatro. The racord

does show that such a pen was takaen to Paris, but I balisve

TOP SECRET
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the facts are that this was neaver taken i{n the hand of Mr.
Cubwla anyplace. Ha steply 4i& not accept it.

Mr. Schwarz. BZut tha Agancy prepared it for him, did it

Hr. Helms. It was taksn to him, I belleva.
Sapator Moggan. Mr. Schwarz, oouldl I interrupt?
Who was Hr. Cubele? Wesz ha actually in the Cﬁban Axmy?
Mr. Helms. Yes, wir. 'He was, if oot the titular head,
: a4t least he wag one af the leaders of & group which had besn
bppoaed-to Batista Buft was zct “me mameé groun which Castro
' headed. In othar words, this was s=cther qrougl) that wanted tn
gat rid of Batists, bus alsc was imtensely interested ln takina

over Cuba for [¢self.

‘erafl & Faun

Senator Horgam. Was he still &z the Cubs&n Army at the

all of this wes guing n?

Mr., Helms. I can’t reczll, sir, whether he was actually
in the Army or pot, but he was certaimly living in Havanna and
he had a post and was well—-waowz o Mz, Castro.

Senator Morgam. Well mow, this morming you raferred to ths
fact, talking abaurt the mooi at -he tine --

Mr. Heslms. Ye=.

Senator Margex. -— tha> C&stro awa® lining everybody up
against the wall and shootimy them. They never did shost’ him,

did thay?

A0 0 wg Lroowt, L E | Mraomqion, 0. POOA S

#Mr. Helms., I ondecstand tha* ke wax pardoned In the end --
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not pardoned,; excuss ma. I believa that you're a lawysr and

I'm not. I think the word is, he was supposed to go bqlor- the
firing wall and Castro, I bellsve, put him in jail instesd.
Senator Morgan. Wars you ever satisfied as to who he was
feally working for?
Mr. Halms. I have nsver been satisfied with any of these
operations as to exactly who was working for whom. If it was
aver a frustrating tlm; in my lifa, it was trying to gst these

Cubans to do the things they said they were going to do.

Senator Morgan. Excuse me., I just wanted to clean up that
one point.
Mr., Sowharz. And after the Novambur '6) meeting, at

which at least he was offered aApoison pen, and poleson for

.
)
-]

.
s
«
Q
[ ]
«
¥

it, did4 tha Agancy arrangs to supply him with guns as wall?
Mr, Helms. I dom’t'know. I think that ull‘through-the
Cubala period, there were requests from him for guns.of various

kinda, I think there were efforts made to provide=~= lay down

caches in Cuba. This is an ongoing preocccupation of providina
caches of arns and explosives and Bso forth to varlous groups
. that we though might ﬁava some posaibility of mounting an
Oparation.
I wouldn't queeation that he had askod-tor quns and mayhbe
in the end hg Wa s ab{o to get soma. Somshow, Lf my memory of

reading this is correct, he was later put in touch with a fallcw

A0 Farni Birvwt, 4 F ., Washoigion, 3 € FNO0Y

namsd Artime who was a Cuban in Florida, and ths two wsre sort
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of sat to work togethar.

Is 1t not true that when ha eventually did get some guns
or something he got tham from Artime rather than the CIA case
fafticar?,

Mr, Schwarz. And that the CIA arranged that that would

happen.

Mr. Helms., Well, I think they put the deal togesther, but
I don't know whather the Agency actuslly arranged it or not.
Mr. Schwarz. But Cubala was an agent -- now agent may

ba the wrong word -- Cubela was a person with whom %“he Agency

i
§

had contact.
o Mr. Helms. That's right.

Mr. Schwarz. And gubala was & parson for whom the Agency

WARD & FPAuL

i,prepared a polson pen and some polson.
d
I

Mr, Helms, Wall, I think I would like -~ my parception of

:iuhat happened under those circumstances ls an accurate one.

E:Thu Agency voluntaered thils pleca of equipment rather than his
having spacifically asked for it.
Mr, Schwarz, And the purpose, if he had accepted, was to

. assassinate?

i
i
? " had some device for getting rid of Castro, for killing him,
i

"murdering him, whatever thé case may be.

Mr. Helms. Was to take carw of & request from him that he

Mr. Scwharz. Would you turn in that connectlon to the

A10 Farnt Steemr, S T Wpvbungion, BT SO00 0

Appendix to ths raport which {s a letter dated March 7, 1966
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yourself to.the Honorable Dean Rusk, Secratary of Statas.

Mr., Halms, Yss, I have lt.

Mr. Schwarz. Okay.

That is a letter referring to Mr. Cubala's arr-it, isn't
{ {t, by the Cuban government?

_Mr, Helms. Yes{ tha arrest of Cubela Secades and Ramon

Tomas Guin Dis=z.

Mr. Schwarz. After thelr arrest, and hased apparently upcs

';aome judicial proceedings, the Quban Praese allaqged that thev

had heen in contact with the CIA in efforte to assassinate
T Castro.

Ie that right?

3

Mr, Helms, Yeas, I guees. Is this what ths Press said?

o

wAaRD & FPawuy

Because I notice that the sentence that you're coming to, I

-

_'anuuma, is the one that says ths Agency said was not involved

! with either of these.

7 A7

Mr., Schwarz. Why don't you read that into the racord?

Mr. lHelms. "The Agqency was not involved in eithar of_
thess two men in & plot to assassinate Fidel Cnstrp ag claimed
in thu-Prensa Latina news release, nor did it aver sncourage
either of thess two persons fo attempt such an act.”

Mr. Schwarz. The. quastion ls, was that true whan you

made that comment to Mr. Ruak? :

Mr, Helms. Well, interestingly enouqh, whan I read that

BEC Pt Sleeet, 3 T, Pashongion, O £, FD00F

just racently, certainly my racollsction was that ha was not
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sncouragad to do it, he was the: one that was doing all of the

requesting and aakingland pushing and sc forth with respect to
this issue. But it seems to me that in 1light of all the :

| information which is in the 1967 memorandum, this is ;n inaccurate
.utatamant.

Yesterday, I called up the man who recommended my signature

underneath there, Mr. Karamassines, and asked if he had any

recollection of why we had stated the thing this way, and hae
said he didn't know elthar. And it may be until we conducted
that investigation somewhat later we dlidn’t have tha facts

#traight, or maybe wa had the facts stralqght then, but we d&id

. not have tham straight lataer.

>

Y

In any event, this is not truthful in the light of the '%7

WARD & PA

~ 0

i memoranda and I don't know why and he does not-knéu why.
Senator Baker. Is that Tom Karamessines?
Mr. Helms. Yaes. |
Mr. Schwarz. Now, Mr. Fltzgerald was the man who worked
for you, Desmond Fitzgerald?
Mr. Helms. Yes, ha succeedsd Mr. Harvey on fhosa Cuban
opurations.
Mr. Schwarz. And he is now dasad?
Mr. Helms. He's dead.
Mr. Schwarz, Was he someona who ha& a closu personal
f ralationshlp &3 well as a professional relaticnship with you?

Mr. Halms. Yes, hae did, and he did alsc with the Attornev

TOP SECRET
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Gensral. He was a Harvard Collegam gradoats and Harvard Law

8chool graduste, and I bellsve thay had some things in common,
but I certainly knew him and saw his family frequently.

Mr. Schwarz. All right.

‘%{ 5 I Now, if we both look at pages 8% an? 89 of the report,

'77?£f 6 | under the date October 29, 1963 -

? Mr. Helms. 88 and 997
B Mr, Schwarz. Pages 88 an? 89%.
i LA Mr. Helms. I am thare. ’
o 1¢ Mr., Schwarz. OQOur copy has & number of blanks of names.

]
b
fad ST T

. 11 Mr. Helms. Yeas.
h}. e 4 Mr., Schwarz. Could yoo read intm tha record what appears
rE 12 ﬁ undarrthat date entry? And {f you waxt €0 use a code name for
:ii 14 q someons instead of an actual pame, T don't object L{f the
('," 1¢ :l Committes doesn't object.
v i6 E Mr. Helms. Where 40 you wan* ma ¢o start reading?
~ 17 f Mr. Schwarz. Undar the entry 2% October 1963,
18 Mr. Helms. “Desmond Pitzgarald, them Chief SAS who was

19 9going to Parls on other businass zrrasged to mest with Cubela

20 ' to give him the assurances he sautht. The contact plan’  for

21 ﬁ thae mesting, a copy of which £s8 ¥z tibe AMLASH file has this
p
22 ” to say on the cover. ‘Pitzgerald willl repressnt self as
27 ¢ porsonal representativa of Robert P. Kanomedy who travalled to

24 ' Paris for specific purposs meetimr Cubala and 3iving him

A10 Foral Steder, 4 £ | washengion, [

25 assurances of full U.S. suppart with: a change of the present
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government in Cuba.' According to Fitzgerald, he discuszed the i
planned meesting with the DDP (Helms) who declided it was not i
necessary to seek approval from Robert Kennedy for Pitzgarald

: to spaak in hia name.*

M;. Schwarz. All rlght;

First, do you recall that conversation with Mr. Fitzqgerald?
Mr. ﬂalmu. No, I do not recall the conversation.

Mr. Schwarz. Are you able to cast any light upon the

maaning of the statemant purportedly mades by vou that it was

not necessary to sesk approval from Robert Kennedy tor Fitzgarald
© to spsak in his nama?
Mr. Helma. I don't think that's the way 7 would have

! phrased it if I had been asked at the tima, and this meeting

N7
WAl & Paus

» did indeed take place. What I would like to say was, that

o

given this Cuban of his standing and all the history of the
} relationship of trying to find somesone inside Cuba who might
. head a government and have & group to replaca Castro.
This was s¢ central to ths whols theme of avarything we

had besn trying to do, that I find it totally unnecessary to

e ]

 ask Robert Kennady at that point, should we go ahead with this.

. This is obviously what he had been pushing, what everybody had
been pushing for us to try'to d&, and it is in that contaxt that
I would have mada some vremark like this.

2 . It wasn't that I was belng smart or tricky or hiding

+

Q)0 Tont Stewws, % § | Aavfumgton, 0 €

1 anything. I just thought this 1s sxactly the kind of thina
J .
|
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1 had been asked -— hm's besn wakxing us to do, lat's gst on

with doing it.

Senator Morgan. M, Chalrman, 4f I may ask a quastion,
mainiy for the purpcses of makisy & note i; the record, Mr.
Ambasgador, it woul? bha fzxir o assume then that 1f Mr.
Fltegarald carried cut Me instructions of sdvising the Cubsn
that he was thare‘ns & Fepregaxtative of Rebart Kannady that--
to assume that Castrz - ar if e in fact wae working for
Castro -~ thought tiat *%m Temeldys had ordered his assassina-
tion, whethar or ma%t thewr ware tvar; 6! it or not, would ft?

Mr, Helms. Sir, wilem yoo spoks to me & momant agoe about
dealing with thase Cubans &l who thay wers working for, and
so forth, I don't kxow &nt I dom't recall that as of this
particular point there Szeme? O be any doubt that Cubela wasn't

reprasenting what he cliaized to represent, which was a man who

! would like to take Pr. Cmstyo’s place.

In othar words, I & oot recall that we would have thought
that he was reportizng o Castro on his connections with U.S.
sagunts in Paris.

Senator Morgem. One other polnt.

He at one time was errested and cunfessed?

Mr. Halms, But.t&a:.is’latar.

Sunator Morgac. BHut &t Ilemst this was information that

was glven to him, wes tiset Rshert Kennedy knew what was bsing

done?
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Mr., Helms. You know, it's a peculiar thing, Senator
Morgan, I don't =« I am not familiar enough in detall with all
pf the files and telegrams and so forth at the time, but it
asens to me that what Cubela subsequantly admitted to when he
wag try was thas iatter phase of the operation. I don't know
that harr-ally'Went back to the beginning of the operation and
covared all of thnse-things.‘ So that this partieuylar contact
might not necessarily have bemn in his confession, I bslieve.

Now 1f I'm wrong, would one of you stralghten me out?

Mr. Schwarz, Well, I think one thing is worth iaylnq.

“According te the reports that the CIA got, Mr. Cubela

confussed to &n affort to assassinate Castro, but accarding to

PJ
]
i
L]
~§
q
c?

the reports they got, he did not confess to the involvament of
the Central Intelligunce Aqaﬁcy.

Senator Morgan. Mr. Chailrman, one point I was trying to
make for future reference was that if he was in fact double

agent, then we did lead Castro to beliaeve that it was a plot,

: that the Kennedys knew of 'it, whethar they did or not. That is
i the point I wanted for the rscord.
sénator Bakaer. I think you might also, for futurﬁ refurence,
point out that according to ﬁawspapar accounts, at least, Castro

| claims to have known and claims ¢o bs in a position to supply

3 8. Wasleowpon, OB C. 2N0D)

L ous information about it.

Mr. Schwarz. Although I'm not sure he's put & date on it,

458 P ergy Rtoopl,

but he has said that.
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Senator Baker. I wondsr how we could go about doing
that. I wonder what he doss . know.

Ssnator Morgan., How about You as the Chalrman of a

delegation go down thare.
Senator Daker. No, I would yield to you,

Senator Morgan. Well, I apologlze for taking the Cormittes's

time, but for me this is really a very crucial point, hacauss

I”cnnnot sea how a man who had accese going in &nd out of
Havanna €0 France and all of these othar placas, ! really don't
sae how wa could have trusted him that much. Of coursas, I
| know you have to trust somebody, and I think i{f this {8 a very

real possibility, than we ought to pursua {t, and look at it

Y 7

' as wa go along in the investigation.

Mr., Schwarz. tiow about as & genaral] problem, Mr. Halms,

9 /
waWD & FAyL

-,

i how do you know whan somsone says they’ra a double agent that

. thay'rs not a triple agent, or do you? '

Mr. Helms. This i8 ons of the most difficult and tricky
“ aspucts of secrat intelligence work, and there isn’'t anybody

" who's been in it very long whoe hasn't besen tricked oncas, twigg;

20001

i maybe many, many times. And you just start aach tims afreah

i taking the same changes and hazarda that you took the time
beforae. And I must confass that lt's a most extraordinarily
frustrating business:

; Senator Baker. Mr. Chairman, may I ask Mr, iHalms a question

i .
I in that raspect?

4]0 Furd Strvet, 3 £, Waunngign, D
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It has no doubt happened, but could you give me some

astimate of how many times we have pretty good evidence that
say thes KGBA 1nflltra£od the CIA?

Mr. Helms. Well, Senator Baker, I don't know of any place
where the KGB successfully infiltrated the CIA. Certainly we
found traces of efforts, but may I just say, which I think will
anawer your qusation, during the years that I was Diractor,
hardly a day passed when I walked into the office that I didn't -

wonder if that was going to be the day when somgbody was going

to coms up with the fact that there was somebody in that
1 bullding who had been recruited by the Sovisets., I mean, this

is the nightmare of & Dirsctor of Central Intelligence.

a7
LY

Senator Baker. I don't mean to be spuctacular and I°11

ol

" ask you one morus question in that reapect.

o
- a

-

The rumor ls rampant in tha Cloakrooms of tha Congress

that there ware KGB penetrations of Congresslional offices, or

KGB electronic intercepts of Congressional conversations while
you wera DCI or otherwiss. Do you have any information on
either one of those things?
| Mr. Helms, No, sir. I never saw any raports on that.
© At least that I can recollsct, Senator Raker. I should be
careful about being categorical.
Senator Baker. I understand. I undarsatand.

Mr. Schwarz. Were you aware in the fall of '63 that, 1

A10 Fead Lreaet, B €., Waskangion, € 2000)

guess puace feslers is the wrong word, but thare was affort
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underwey to try and reach some kind of accomodation with Mr,

Castro?
Mr. Helms. In '637

Mr. Schwarz. Yas, in the fall of 'é¢3.

-Mr. Helms. I don’t recall that. I thought -- when was
the prisoner exchange? Whan did that ﬁaka place? 1In other
:: i 7 ’luordl. the negotiations to gat the prisoners of tha brigade out
. 8 [ of cuba in exchanga for medicines and so forth?
9 Mr, Schwarz. I think that they were in their height in

'62 and early ‘63, The tractors and the drugs, and se forth.

- i3 Mr. HMelms. But I don't recall these pasace feelars.

hg Loy ‘Mr. Schwarz. Well, lat's see i{f ons thing will trigger a
e i
r‘; 15; recollaction in your mind,
& :
r;; 14 Do you recall the nama of a French journalist, Jean Daniel
! lﬁf who was in Cuba in the fall of '$3, allegedly carrying massages
X .
= 16 || of good will to Mr. Castro?
~
: 17 ¢ Mr. Helms. On whose behalf?
i .
1 Mr. Schwarz. On the behalf of the United States govern-
- }U.Ement.
§ i
» 20 Mr, Helms. I don't racall it, sir. 1 think the name Jean
o ,2
- ' .
é 2! ! panlel I have hsard, but I do not recall him in this capacity.
z 'i |
2 22 H Mr. Schwarz. I have just got ons more question on the
;- 2%  fall of '63.
1
. g 24 i; The record shows that a crash affort was mads to produce a
s 25 1 polson pen and a polison to ba used in it which could be glven to i;’_
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Cubela which would be used to assassinate Csstre, and it wae

under HMr. Fltzgerald'as dirsction.

Now, did you know ahout that?
Mr. Helms. I can't remembsr, I have tried, and the rsason 3
I say this, that I cannot remember, is that when I saw it in the
report, I thought, that's odd, I don't recall any such thing.
. 8¢ I'm sorry, I just cgnnot ba halptul about g,
The only thing that i did chack up on wam that he nu;ar
took the pen. I've done this within the last forty-alght hours.

The record was not particularly clsar on thias, {t dién't saem

to ma, and I thought, well, this is a key point and I happanad
to realize thers was somsbody in Washingtnn whom I thought mioht

know and I just checkad.

‘J
2
3
&
«
-]
[
«
g

Mr. Schwarz. Who was that person?

Mr. Helms. A man named Samuel Halparin.

Mr., Schwarz. I was planaing to move on to Lumumba, unless --
are thara more matters on Mr. Castro?

Senator Morgan. Mr. Chairman, is the Ambassador, are
you going to be back Monday, or =--

Sanator lart of Colorado. I would only a2dd one remark to
the raecord, pursuant to Senator Morgan's observation, that is
Cubwla newedn't have basan a doubla aqent‘to have creatad the
impression in Mr. Castro's mind that the Kennsdys thamsslvss

wary behind thils assassination attempt, {f ha just caved in

AP0 P orst Yirgupt, S F ., Wevungton, DT 20003

undasr interrogation himsslf and ha healieved he was receiving his
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orders from them, the same effect u&uld be achlaeved.

Senator Morgan. Or i{f he had just talked to one of his
friends ae we talked this morning, he can't kesp & sesCraet, ha
undoubtaedly was talking to sbgabody in Cuba.

Senator Mathias. I think Senator Morgan might heve gotten
the point, just a littla boasting.

Senator Moergam. That's right. 1It's logical ths man would

have done & little boasting.
Sanator Schwelker., I have cons question on Castro.

He, Helms, 1f in fact Castro did know of these plots, and

it*s hard for ma te understand that ha did not, given all the
facts that we have seen, might this not have precipitated a

climate hounded by the Bay of Pigs that really fostered the

r‘J

k]
@
&

ce

T

&

Cuban missile crigis that made Castro go out looking for ways

~

-
L

to gat aven with us? Is not that a real possibility, that if

/y

in fact wa did know of our attempts to kill him?

7

Mr, Helms. Yes, but -- I had always understeod that thes
Cuban missile crisis was something that was generated by ths

Soviats and their desires and that they approached Castro to

D §

‘do this. Maybs his willingness to go aleng might have basen

affected by it, but there cannot be the elightest doubt that

o Peavongtao, 0 (

Castro, when he camag to powar, must have baeen ksanly awere that
the American governmant was very antipathetic to him in avery

conculvabla way,

LR RA AL T Y

Senator Schwelker: Wall, just as you were describing a
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momant ago, your frustration and pericd of unhappiness of

beilng unable to deal with Castro and the Castro ragime, it would

sswm to me that you put it on the other foot and thet kind of

.'bltturneun and hostllity on ths receivine and would cerztainly
engender all sorts of brainstorming and thinking how €0 gat
' even and the Soviaets coms in and say, well, we'd like to put

migsiles in, and {t would just sesm to me that thi asszasination

attempts; thersfor, mey well have helpegd. to trigger lt.qconpouhdedby

ithe Bay of Plgs, and going bagk to the point you made earliasr
jabout you wondarsd about the futlility of aﬁaaasination Ettampts,
:I wonder about the squal and opposits reaction -- the law of
_physica, for every actlon there ia an opposite and aqual

: reaction -= by ocur assasaination attampts or Indirect involvement

NN o7
wABD & Faul

or direct wa cartainly sat up ourselves for a whiplash forelan

5
-4

- policy ¢that could trigger a nuclear war, 1T think there are song
real dangars from this,

I am glad to hear you say your aarlisr statemsnt, but it
just seems to ma it could well hava taken place riqnf in thae
Cuban missile érisis iteelf, ‘

You would agres, I would assums, that {f in faqt he fou:rd
out we wers trying to kill him, it ceartainlvy would have made
him rathar recaptive to the Russian offer of_miaallas, I would
agsumg,

Mr, Halms. 3Sir, I would think f{¢ would be fair to say that

Fidsl Castro was aware that theru were hundreds of Cuban axiles

TOP SECRET
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who would have been delighted at the opportunity of disposing
of him, lat uloni of the United States govermment. I think he
was keanly aware that he was a target twanty-four hours a day.

Senator Schweiker. Thank ¥ou, Mr. Chairman.

Senator Morgan., Mr..Holﬁa,. one other observation and
then I'm going to leava, and I apologize for doing.it, but
since we aren't taking notes, the only way I know to jo§ my
memory later on is to put it in thes record. )

If on the very day that tha President was asmassinated,

we were talking with Cubela. in Paris and telling him that the

pen waa being given to him with the full knowledge of Robert

Kennedy, 1t would seem clear to me that sometime in prior

b

negotiations that it would have besn conveysd to him that

WARD & PAu

Robert Kennsdy had knowledge of what was qgoing on, whether -- ['m

a4

", hot saying Kennedy did or not, but I'm saving it's falr to as-

f

sume that Cubela thought that Xennedy was a part of it, and

7

tharafore aven in boasting or a&s double-agent for some time
prior to ths Kennady assassination, may very well have dropped
tha word that they wura lnvolved.

Mr. Helms. Sir, before 1 answor thls quastion, this
meeting Fltzgerald had was when? ‘

Senator Morgan. Was on ths day the President was
assassinated,

Mr. Schwarz. The polson pan was offerad on November 72,

410 Fant Srped, S T Waramslan, D 200G

the Fitzgerald meeting is in the latter part of Octobar.
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Mr. Helms, I sens, it's two or three wesks before.

Hr, Schwarz,’ But the polson pen was pzased on Novembar

Senator Morgan. That would have besn tha day that
Fitrgerald would have advisad him,

Mr. Schwarz. There ware two maetings at lwast with
Cubala. Tha first meeting is Fitzgerald giving him the aince
of the U.5. government is behind him =-

Ssnator DBaker. Well, maks sure wa get the record stralght

hera. Someplace in this file, I Baw the breathless statement

that the very day that President Xennedy was shot in Dallas, we

ware in Paris offering some sort of assistance to somabody.

)
& PR UL

Mr. Schwarz. It's just that thers are two different

-

meetings, Senator. Tharae's one -~ that day is ths day the

la}
wa

poison pen -~

A

A

Senator Schwelker. A preliminary meeting and & passing

7

maasting.

Mr. Sochwarz. That'g axactly right.

Sunator Morgan. How long was the preliminary msating
before the pagsing meating?

Mr. Schwarz. It was 29 October '613,

Senator Morgan. In other words, it was about 2 month hefore
the actual passing, s0 that makes my suspicions even mors.

g Mr. Helms. Dut in the month bafore, I don't think we

i
!
t

210 Fant ATreet, S F _ Waskhungion, B3 0 20000

should go bayond what's wrltten down here, bscause we've got to
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accapt something as our series of facts. Cubala did not know
what he was going to gat in the October mesting at the time

that he mat with Filtzgarsld in October.

Senator DBaker. He knaw he was goling to gat somathing,
Mr., Halms. Well, in othsr wordsz, he didn't know whethar
I he was going to get anything or not.

Mr. Smothers. If we'considar this meating to be the
possible source of information againet Xennedv, mightn't we be

& 1ittle bit 0ff ths track?

Isn't it trus, Mr. Ambassador, that Mr. Kennedy had himself '
indicatsd that he desired contact wlth a Mafia source? Hadn't

. he put out a ssarch for Mafia pecple tha® might ba of help?

-

T}

Mr. lelms. Wall, at ons tima that's carrect, he'augqasted

WARD B Pal

wa might have a look at .Underworld figures and 8o on. I'm not

Y

gpure exactly in what part of the Mongoose or subsaquant
operations this cama up, but I belisv~ at one time in cennsction
with tha Cuban task forcs activities thars was a cass officer
actually assignad pursuant to the suggeation to check 1n New
York, Chicago, placss like that and see if thare ware any

Underworld figuras who had ties into Cuba.

0. Hebay

Mr. Smothars. So pursuamt to Mr. Xeanedy's rasquest, a

CIAn cass officer: actually bagan a ssarch for the Undarworld.

% F, Mavh.ngtan,

the Mafls contacts?

Mr. llslms. Underworld contacts, I'm not sure they wure

£40 F vt Steery,

Mafia or not.
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Mr, Smothers. Dut persons who had-had prior dealings in
Cuba?

Mr. Helms, That is my recollsction.

Some of thasa facts, I think if you want to run tham down,
his recollection is much better thin mine, you miéht try Mr.
ftalperin or some of the peopla who ware intimately anolvod in
tha day to day work of this task forca who are still alive.

I mean, Harvay is one, but maybs somaons from the staff to talk
to ==

Senator Baker. Which Halperin is thia?

Mr. Helma., 1It's Samuel halperin. it's not anybody who's
known to you. He's now ratired from the Agency, but he was

involved in these activities.

Mr. Schwarz. 1s hs the case officer who was assigned on

the. Mafia case, is that what you're saying?

Hr._nelmn.- No, he was not. He was in the operation, but
he recalls this.

Mr. Schuwarz. He recalls the name that you just said?

llelms. Yas.

Mr. Schwarz. What was the name of the caas officer?

Mr, Helmus. 1 don't know. As a matter of fact, the raason
1 don't know is that he was giving mae, when we chatted about
this for a moment., he was laughing and gave the nlcknams that
the cass offlicer was givan, and I don't remambar what his

real name was.
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Mr. Schwarz. What was the nicknamcf

Mr. Helma., I heva evan forgoct that. Machiole, or Pagiole,
or some strange Italian name tying into the Mafia business.

Mr. Smothera. Do you recsll, Mr. Ambassador, about the
timeframe of this requast? How long hefore the eavents that
we're talking about now in October or Novembaer of '63 did thI;
agour?

Mr. Helms. I don't know. I don't know at what pericd in

_the span this matter came up. I'm sorgy, I don't.

Mr. Smothers. 0o you raecall during what phass of the

delibsrations in tha Spucial Group it might have coms up?

HMr. Helms. wNo, I don't. Pleasa, I think honestly you
would be much better advised to ask him and pursue it with him.
Haybs hé will remembsr, but I cannct halp.

Mr. Smothers. Dut at the tima of your maeetlng with-
Fltzgerald, it was your understanding then that you weran't
saying anything diffarent from what Mr. Kennedy's dasirs's
wers, Robert Kennedy's?

Mr. llalms., Well, this seemed ¢o us to be -- this Cubsla
business, if it were resl and he had the courage that he claimed
to have, it was what we.had 5een looking for all of this time,
of & fullow that‘canstituted an assat inside Cuba who was able
to move in the streats of Havanna, had friends, asscclates,

supporters, who might be of somes rsal use to us. And this

430 ¥t Jrceel, 3£, Warhengion, O L. 2000}

killiny businaess, which was on his mind, and his desire to get

TOP SECRET

EA

HY¥ 50955 DocId:32423463 Page 133



HW 50955

WwARED & FAaul”

A0 VTt Siemgt A T Wraviemgion, 3¢ MO0 3

rid of Castro this way, waes no part of our plan.
Actually, 4f I recall this, and the Cubela case is ocne I
do vaguuly refsr to, you know -« wall, we - would not only get

good intelligance from him, he was the asset we wnrnllookinq for.

! We dddn’t want him to blow hiﬁself or blow anything elea by

gutting invelved in somathing like this and have it fail. We

wanted him to stay in placae.

Mr. Smothers. Ahd.r think what you're saying is that with
respact to your ainsu to Fltzgerald regarding tha nesd to tell
Mr, Xannedy, wals you aimbly gxercisinq & manaqame;t kind of
judgmant simply saying you don't n;ud to qo to him with?

This is somaething I'm sure he's in aqfeamant_with?

Mr. llalms, Sir, ae best as I can ;acall this kind of

thiﬁg, Fitzgurald and I having both of us talked to Hobert

Kennedy at various timwes, this would have heen the kind of a

h convarsation where ws would have agresd that, isn’t this what

this has all baen about. I mean, do you really want me to go
te all of the trouble toc go down to the Dapartmant of Justice
and go over the same ground again hare. Go ahead and say that

from the standpoint of political support, ths United States

. govarnmant will be buhind you if you are succaessful. This had

nothing te do with killings. This had only to do with the
political action part of it. -
Mr. Smothers. Let me go back for & moment if I might to

4nother instance where we ralsed guestions about the fallure to
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‘Mr. madigan., Let me ask one questlion on this specific
pelint,

Mr. Ambassader, 4o.I understand what you are really
saying with regard to your masting with Pltzgerald about his
meeting with Cubela, is that you felt you had pre-axisting,
ongoing authority to indicate that the government was behind
such an action, tharsfors you hadno nesd to check it apecifically
and reitarate it?

Mr. Helma. I think I felt 80 sure that if I went to see
Mr. Kennedy that ha would have sald ves, that ! don't think
thare was any naed to. -

Sanator fHart of Michigan. Was such an action -- your
quastion was intanded to maan whae?

Mr. Madigan. It-was intended to mean the Ambassador felt
he had pre-axisting authorizaﬁion to indicate that the
govarnmant was interested in dealing with Cubala and that
Cubeala was tha type of psrson that when Fltzgerald --

Sanator ﬁart of #Michigqan. MNealing with respect to what?
A change in government, or assasslnation?

Hr. Madigan. 1 think actually -«

Mz, Halms. A cheénge in goverpmsnt, 'Sanatﬂr Hart.

{s what we were trying to do.
1f I may polnt out -~

Mr. Madigan. Would that necessarily sxclude assassination,

TOP SECRET
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Mr., Anbzesador?

Mr. Helms. May I include again that Major Cubela‘s
desire for thesa weppons &nd this dasire of his ta hit Castro
by murder or killing was not part of our desiras at all. This
was going to ruin our whole plan, if ﬁo insisted on this. And
I think you'll find if you get all of the telegrams, you'll
find that there was an anormous amount of tembof*zinq with thin
gellbw to kesp him on the éeam, to kesp him working away at tha
job, but to try and parsuade him that this was not tﬁq way to

‘go about it.

1 think this has to show In the record, hacause Cubela
AMLASH must have loomed reasonably larqde in this whole Cuban

opsration becausa it was one o0f the few live onss we got shold

o
3
o
4
&
[
L3
*
&

of. T

Mr, Schwarz. You mean you wanted him as a spy or a source
of information as opposed to a killer?

Mr. Helms. We wanted him as a spy, as a political action
agent. We didn't want him to go around killing peopla.

Ssnator Daker. What did you give him the pen for?

OO0 £

Mr. ifsims. Bacause he was insisting on something and this

[+ §

was a temporizing gssture rather than giving him some kiﬂd of
5f:a gun ha had‘#skad for, as I racall.
The rjuestion was how do you ksep this fellow on thas track,
how do you keap him going with you. e keaps insisting he

wapnts this, he wants that, he wants the other thing, and
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w@ want you to go back &nd do X.

Senator Bskar. Let me back up and take a run at this for
just about thirty ssconds.

Mz, Helms. Ceartainly.

Ssnator Baker. How many plans do you know of in the
Agency that were mounted to asssussinate Pidel Castro? .

Mr. Helms, I don't have aﬁy way of coming up with any
other than the ones we have discussed, .

Senator Baker. Well, how many ia fhét? Can Counsal tall

Nine is the figure that comas to mind.

Mr. Schwarz. Z'would a4y & lot,.Senator.

Senator Baker. Well, let's see. - Thers was the poison in
the diving sult. There was the depilatory to make his beard
fall off. There waere the arms cachas, tha explosive sea shells,
tha cigars, the polson pills, tha rit}es -—

Mr, Schwarz. The polson pen. -

Senator Baksr. =-- the poison Paparmate ballpoint. I
don't know how many that is, but_thera are a3 grsat npumbar. But
there was no question on sarth that they wara to kill Fildsl
Cagtro, is that true?

Mr. Helma., But, sir, the diving suilt never went anyplace.
it was névar.put in anybody's hands. It was just an i{desa that
somebody had.

Mr. Schwarz. ‘ﬂut i+~ was bought and the polson wazs put

insilde it.
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Mr, Helms. Ya&8, but it never laft the laboratory in

Haghington, D.C.

And the shell., this was a cock-aved i{dea from the outset.

This wes ths highly intensive imagination of a fellow who

r - thought, wall why wouldn't this be a great idea, but a totally
i
L

impractical thing. I mean, 1 cannot call that a plot.
' Senator Baker. Dut there are others, let's not call it a
plot, call it playing with fire, 1f you want to, but it's sort

of & dangerous thing to do even, just to contemplate with any

official sanction of an organization, killing someone slse.
It doesn't maks any differance resally how far it went.
The point I'm trying to make i, it seems to me-a Iqu jump

from nine plans to kill Fidel Castro by assassination to smaying

-
waARG & FAUL

R,

that we gavs the poison psn to a fellow not to kill him, but it
was to placate him.

Mr. Helmg. Well, naybe I rsad these words wrﬁnq, and maybe

my recollection at the time is imperfect. But I thought that
this opesration was really deslgned to not only get information

through Major Cubela, but to try and organize a political

200013

action opwration inside Havanna and at no time was Lt the fdea’
of h{s- cass officers, or those people In tha chain bahind,
to use him to assassinats Castro. These ideas cams from him
and he kept raieing them at these meetings.

Am [ wroﬁq? Tha talggrams must show somaﬁhinq. Bo you

I L
25 U have the telegrams from that pariod?
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Mr. Schwarz, To characterize the record is vaery hard.
The Ambassador is right.

Senator Schwelker. Wel]l, Mr, Ambaseador, {sn't what
you'ra saying again and again, as I listen to you on tha
subject, sure you scratched some of thase on the drawing hoard,
lﬁrn you scratched a few more aftaer you left the door and sure
you scratched a few more after they left for Paris and sure you
scratched a faw more hera, but Af you had thouqﬂt that one of
them would have worked then it would have been go, and that

really is what the issue hare.

I mean everytime you say you scratched scmathing or (¢

didn't gt out of the hottle, we didn't lst the horss out, onlv

&)

because it was sither halrbralned, dimwitted or numbskulled,

WHRD B PRUL

not bacause that wasn't the objective. So it becomas a little

]

!bit irrelevant to mg whather 1t was scratched here or there.
If your objective was go and you had a qodd plan you would
have gona, but you didn‘t have a good plan.

Isn't that what you ars telling us?

Mr. Helms. Sir, I thought that all of this testimony
;:indicatad wa thought that these things we were trying to do
.wera within what wa had beun told to do.

Senator Schwalker. ‘But;every time we pin you down on 'ons

bt thess other plota, you discount it and in essenca say, well

" that really doesn't count, whan in fact it does count. The

A0 Fowost Aot 3 T Wovbumgian, 0§ 005)

only thing that didn't count was that it probably wasn't
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workable 20 you discerded it., That is whers we have troubles
communicating.

Mr. Hlelms, Well, sir, I didn't reamlize I was making any
trouble. I thought that what wa wera trying to do was to use
me for my perceptions of what I thought the truth was at the
tima, I'm doing my bazt.

SQnator Baker. Mr. Chalrman, if the fanstor would yield,
i I apologize for injecting & discordant note into otherwise I
think a very, very coopsrative sesalon and I,think the bast way

i to get us back on tha track is for ma to ask this question, if

‘T may.

Was lt in your view the gensral policy of tha goverament

'af the United States as proposed to bs implamsnted by the CIA

waRD & Payl

‘to kill Fidel Castro?

Mr. Helms. I balieve it was tha policy at the time to gst
;'rid of Castro and if killing him was one ¢f the things that was
:to be dopw in this connection, that was within what vas
"uxpgcted.
. Sanator Baker. And wlthout, as you say, digging the ¢raench
i by reﬁétitiou, you fult that ths Agency was acting fully within
%fthu scopa of its authdrity &5 undarstood by the Aaancy?

Mr. Healms. Yas, Sanator Bakaer, that is my perception.

Senator Bakser. Thank you.

| Synator llart of Nichigan. Did you ever obtaln clearance for

400 ¢ et Slraet, 3 €, Waskengtan, D £ 2000)

any one of the nlna.:aix. tan or twelve that wa talked about?

f
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Mr. Helma., I don't know what == I know, sfir, this Cubela
oparation must have heen a part of the Special Group delibera-
tions bscause 1t went on 80 long and 1t went through various
Eppaass, and I don't know whather you hava thoss racords or ﬁct.
but I would have thought that it would be thare, ﬁnd avary

agpact of £t I would have thought would have bsen in there.

Is this not ths case, Counsel?

Mr. Madigan. We havan't gotten those records.

Ssnator nnqu. I understand we have requestad thoss
racords, Mr. lelme, but we haven't racalived tham.

Could you give us any advice on where wa might find thoss
recorda?

Mr., Helms. 1 donft any longasr know under whose aegis thosa
ara. Those ware, I think, at one time National Security work
or reagarded as ﬁhat. Whether thay ware storad fn the National
Security Counci] files or the Agency files, I don't know.

Senator Baker.  Thank you, sir.

Mr, Schwarz. Did you look at any of tham in preparing for
this teastimony?

Mr. Helms, No. I don't evan know whara they arae,
Counsal. ’

Mr, Schwarz, After President Xennedy was assassinated on
November 22, 1963 and Prasidant Johnson took Bver. the racord
1ndicata§ some afforts through Mr. Cubsla continued.

Mow, did the Agency ragard whatever marching orders thay
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had obtained prior to the death of President Xennedy as still
being valid and cperative aftaer ths death of Prasident Kennedy?
‘ Mr. Helms. This is not very clear to me at this stage.

A lot of the same officars were serving President Johnson as
they served Prosident XKennedy, and I don't =« I can't recall
lnymdra whether there was any specific i{ssue about whethar this
was taken up with President Johnson at any mssting or any
sesaion. If it had been, I would have thought there would have
been records someplaca,

Mr. Schwarg. And you have no recollection of Prasident
Johnson either being advised or authorizing continuing efforts,
‘is that right?

Mr. flelms. DBut you swsa, the Speclal Group would bave
continued to consider thase matters, and T would have assumed
that whoaver was chairing thn.Special Group would have in
turn reported to the Praesi{dent, which was the .usual practica.

Mr. Schwarz. Well, did the Special Group, after Novemher
22, 1963 take any action .sithar to authorize or to suspend or
in any way to focus on the question of whether the United
States government was still seeking to sssassinate Mr, Castro?

Mr. Helmg. I don't recall, sir.

Senator Schweiker. Why don't‘wa 490 ahead with the others?

Mr. Schwarz. To Lumumba,

Senator Hart of Michigan. Are thare any !urthn; questions

on Castro?
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Mr. Schwarz. You remamher Mr. Lumumba?

Sanator Daker, Let ma ask one éuestiou. I hate to bring
it up, but I can't resist, since the Ambassa&or is here And
will not be back anytima aéoa.

To advert to another unhappy pariod in our 1life, to go
back to the Watergate hearings, and particularly to ths White
House tapo?, thare was a conversation recorded on those tapes
which was reiausud datsd June 23, 1972 which was of ganeral
interest, but ona of the things in that tapas was a4 remark
attributed to President Nixon having to dc with the cooperation
of the CIA and saying, in effsct, that wa've done a lot of
things, or protected Helms from & lot of thinas.

Do you have any idea of what he's talking about?

Hr; Helms., I have never known, Senator Baker, I have evar
gotten any persconal courtesiss from President Nixon that I was
aw;re of, I don't know that ha evar intaerceded for ma anyplace
that I kpow of except to the extent that as Brasident of the
Unlted States and in connactiog with my official dutias he
might have supported a request I had for some assistance in
Lacs for some money or something of this kind.

But when I read that on that %ape I could hardly believe

“ my eywes, bucause I had no ldea what he waa referring to,

Senator Baker. Thank you, sir.
Mr. Schwarz., I wonder if before turning to Lumumba we

could pick up somethlng relating to your relationship with
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President Nixon since that has been raised.

Tha Ssnators sach have a book headsd mail opening.

I have placed bafors Mr. Hslms the cover two pages and
pPages 29 and 30 from a document entitled "Special Report,
Interagency Committse on Intslliigaence Ad loc® dated June, 1970
showing on the seccnd page that you signed that report praparad
for the President. ' -

How is that the raport that iam referred to as the so-callad

Huston Flan?

Mr., Helms, If you say it is, I have no rsason to gquarral
with it. 1@ just don't remember the official name of that
{ report, and certainly if It says I signed soma raport haru}

and that's the raeport, then let us agreua that it is.

WARD & Pavg

Mr. Schwarz. And you do ruecall, wa talkad about it
this morning, that thurs was ap sffort in the summer of 1%70
that resulted in & document of this‘sort, right?

Mr. Halms. Yes.

Mr,., Schwarz. Okay.

How, that was prepared at ths requsst of Prassideat Nixen

20083

for advice on whethar thera were threats that wers not
i adequately balng met by the intelliqance community and whether
there were restrictions on the techniques availabls to the

intewlligunce community that might ba chanqgad to make it more

ufficient, is that correct?

AI0 Foout Stepat AT Warhumgron, § ¢
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Mr. Helme, Hy recollection of what they ware direct-

ing their attention to was improved and more effsctive in~

formation developed on domeatic affairs in the United Statas
on not only dissidents but_penatrationu of foreign intellii~
gence services and activities of foreign intelligence mer-
vices, and mo forth. I don't say that other thinga aren't
coverod in the report bhut my recollection of what ths whele
purpose of the exercise was to try to Iimprove coverage in the
domestic field.

Mr. Schwarz. And Lln that connection to tell the Presi-

dent whether there were certain restrictions on the abiliey

of the intclligence agencies to operate that might be lifred:

L)

HoAME B PG

is that right?

Mr. Helma, Yes, it strikes me that what he had ssked

¢
<

for originally was for a wide-ranging report on all of the
things that got in the way of improving this domestic
coverage from the FBI and N5A and so forth so he could consi-
der what these various obstacles were or were considered to
be, such as laws and traditions and things of that kind.

Mr. Schwarz. One of the techniques which the Committeo,
including yourself focussed on, was the onc callod mafl
coverage; is that right?

Mr., Helms, 1 assume s0. Yes, we have a headlng here

mail eovorage, right.

A1D F el Syraetd, § T, Wrovington, D J0O003

Mr. Schwarz. And --
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Mr. Helms. That is part of, a larger par:t of the
document. It is (C} and I don't have {B) and {A}, what cams
before fit,

Mr. Schwarz, 1 think breaking and entering and Eer-
tain kinds of code restrictions on the NSA.

Mr, Helms., I sea,

Mr. Schwarz. Mail coverage was divided into two
typén. covert and routine; is that righe?

Mr. Helms., This is what it says. I must say these are

distinctions, which are pretty esoteric, let's accept them.

Mr. Schwarz. And toutine meant juat lookling at the

anvelope, and

Mr. Holms. Yes, let's accept this definition here. -

-
3
- 4
&
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|

Theae are new terms to me really and, in othor words, ghey
are not famous'trade graph terms.

Mr. Schwarz. In any event, wo will accept when it
Bays covert it means opening the ietters?

Mr. Helma.. I guess so. '

Mr, Schwarz. Is that what it says in the first

paragraph?

HMr., Helms.

Mr. Schwarz. Of domostic and foreign mail?

TOP SECRET
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Helma. Yes sir.

Mr, Schwarz. You told the Fresident, Preaident Nixon,

that {8, that “covert coverage may be dlacontinued®.
Mr. Helms. This iz what the report tallas him,
Mr. Schwarz. You slgned it?
Hr. Helms. I signed it.
Mr. Schwarz. All right, that wasn't true, was it?
Mr. Helms. You see, what I don't know here, sir, I
wouldn't knowingly have signed something that I didn°®t

belfieve to be true, and I don't know whathar this was referring

to covert coverage by the FBL or somebody clse. At least the
agency was going to be at that time with this same small

operation in[::::::::}thdt had been going for some 320

l

3
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years, but I can't imagine that it was reforring to that

-

because octherwise I would be asigning something that wasn't
tfue, and I would have no reason for doilng it. I could haave
it stuck gut so I can only assume in the context of working
level meetings which produced this report this must apply to
something the FBI had been doing or planning to do.

Mr. Schwarz. How would President Nixon know that.
As far as he was concerned he was reading a document that
says flatly covert coverage has been discon#inued and he
kind of got in & lot of trouble on tgls, you remomber the re-

lnase of the Huston Plan, and that it went on and President

Kixon authorized the oponing of mail for at least a short

TOP SECRET
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poriod of timé} and ha authorized it even though his assist~

ant told him it was illegal, and soc forth,

It was kind of an important matter asm it turned out
for him, and you migned the report that said flatly it had
been discontinued when you knew it waes continuing?

Mr.Holms. If you wers wanting to single me out, Mr.
Hoover signed it and he knew it was going on. And General
Bennott and Admiral Gayler I imagine knew this small opera-
tion was golng on in the agency. I can't belleve this is

dirocted at that particular thing. I am sorry, but 1 ..

can't heliove that.

Mr. Schwarz, How was President Nixon to know that?

Adue

Mr.lielms. I don't have any idea. I wasn't chairman

- -
WAMD b P

"y

of the committce and I wasn't the one that had the job of

explaining to him,.

Mr. Smothers. Did you have recason to belleve President

Hixon knew this mail opening waﬁ going on, the qpcration
in New York?

Mr. Helms. I don't remember about President Hixon,
believe I told President Johnson about it at one time but
I don'‘t recall telling President Hixoq. It never came up.
lle was not very availabie for these matters, unfoftunately.
I think there were a lot of things that might have beoen told

. a

to him.

A1G Fart Stoaet, & T, wovnempton, B.€ MOd)

Senator Schwelker. If I may inject.
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I took a daposition this week and I think one of
the things that might come out thara, the PDI might have
terminated their mail covers at that point but not CIA.

Mr. Schwarz. The record is clear the CIA's lasted
until February of 1973.

Senator Schwelker. I think the deposition I took

indicated that the FBI had terminated thelirs gometime bafore

that.

Mr. Smothers. How long had mail cover been going on?

You say about 20 years?

T

Mr. Helms. It was "52, '53, '54., It began somewhore

in there,.-

Mr. Smothers. WAs there any particular deliveration

o
3
<
&
4
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&

that you remember over this paracraph here on page 287

Mr. Helms. I don‘t recall any discussion of this report
ever. I mean it was delivered o President Nixon but I
never saw him in connection with it,

Mr. Smothers. Then this would not in your opinien
have been an attempt to say one thing in writing to the
President while in fact creatipg--

Mr., lHelms. 1 don’'t thiﬁk sa. 1 thiak you are going
down.a blind alley here.

Mr. Smothers. I don't want ro go.

‘Mr. llelms. You can find out from these other goentlemen

but I can't bellieve that we would have put this report togethor

TOP SECRET
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for the purpose of ¢ricking or misleading  President Wixen.

Mr. Smothers, Can you conceive of any purpose at &1l
for having this paragraph in here?

Mr. Helms. No, excapt-what I believe could be tﬁa casea,
that we are talking about an FBI effort here.

Mr. Smothers. Can you think of anything to bs gained
by CIA of any other Agency putting in this report éhe fact
thgt‘coveruge had boen discontinued?

Mr.llelms. Absclutely nothing, and you know this CIA
operatiocn in any event was on a very narrow focus. I belleve
in this connection a thought here was to have a great desl
Mmore coverage invoiving othar parta of the world. ¢CIA
operation involved just the Sovier Union and this desire, {f
recellection serves at all, to expand this domestic
collection was not necensafily in the field of Russia; it
was in a lot of o£her fields.

I am sorry I haven't shed more light on it but I think
that you might find some of the individuals who were on the
working committ;c could be more apecific about it.

Mr., Schwarz. Isn't this the kind of thing that a
President first ought to be informcd about or at least
ought not to be misinformed about?

Do you aqree‘with that?

Mr. flelms. Yes. Dut, sir, I have a very hard time,

1 really do, believing that there was any intention on the

TOP SECRET
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part of any of us who signed that report to mislead the

Preaident,

Now, what accounts for this I don’t recall any mora, I
don’t have the whole document, I don't recall the temper of
the times, but it seoms to me for this committéa to try to
make a case we were intentionally misiaadiné'tha Predident is
unfortunate. - |

Senator Hart of MIchigan. 1If you were & high scheol
téacher and had given an assignment and this €urnod up
in tho assignment how would_you grade {t in tarﬁa of accuracy
and undéfstmnding -=- if you were the recadar of ie. |

Mr. Helms. Senator Hart, I have nnt read through that

AR -1

WwamRDd & Faye

entire report from cover to cover in a long time.

Y

Is it not posslble that if one read the report from

"

cover to cover that some clarification might emerge, or am I
wrong?

Senator Hart of Michligan., I haven't read 1t either and
you may be quite right. And I iaally waan’tf&milia? with
the thing at all untii the last five minute, and let me state
my question with a little preliminary.

Did the President ask te be advised with reapect to
whatkind of mail covers were going on?

Mr. Schwarz. Yes, what kind of restrictions axisted as

far as actlvity that might be undertaken.

10 F o Steamd, & § |, Warvkengton, D €. 20003

Mr. lelms, Senator llart, maybe I can help to clarify.

TOP SECRET

W 50955 DncId:32423463 Page 153



= 7

"'YOP SECRET"

Senator lart of MIchigan. Let me explain why 1 react

fad 5

as I do., And on this ons paga wa have in front of us four
responeible Americans defined two kinds of covers, onae which
ia wnaccoptable, and with'renpcct to that these four good
Americans tell the President covert coverage, which is the
ona definad hera, has been discontinued. And Iilistensad to
the axchange it had not'baeﬁvdiscantinund.
I-don't know what Kind.of case 1t makes, 1f any, but
I am trying to find out. Won't you agroec that that would mis-

lead s President?

Mr.Helma, As I sit here iooking at it today I don't
know why 1t wasn't clarified at the time.

Senator Hart of MIchigan, It is clear. That is my

4
4
€
[ Y
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B
1
<
[

point.

Senator Daker. This played a major role in Watcrgate
hearings.

- Senator Hart of Michigan. Youtake over.

Senator Baker. The document was produced with great
Vfanfaré and there was procof, which was at lease uncertain,
that Mixon authorized a go-ahead on the Huston Plan, that
Mitchell was pnhappy with ig and_prevailed-on the President
the next day tolcall it off, and 1t was never put into
effect. Dut the entire report, I think, doésnot add much

to shis information.

410 Fait Siedet, 1.€ ., Wathergton, D.C. 2000]

Dut I would call one’'s attention to an ambiguity which
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I think might be helpful to this conversation..

Thg CIA and military investigative agencles have found
mail covor helpful. Then it goos on to say that
covert coverage has been discontinued because Congressional
hearings involving accusation of govefnmental invasion of
privacy.

Thoze ware hearings of Army spying, not éIA spying. 1

suggest that I am not entire clear, maybe this interfaces

with tha Army or Defoense Department rather than‘the CIA in
its focus on the question of continuanca,

Mr.Helms., That is helpful, because raally T truly
believe it has to he asomething like that.

Senator Baker, 1 do know that Senator Ervin was

deeply involved in the invasion of privacy military spying

WA R B FAy,

situation. That was the one I hclieve that got so much
publicity and related back to the Huston Plan.

Myr. 5chwarz. ! wonder if the acnténce that Senator
Baker focussed on which ig the second sentence at the top,
CIA and military investigative agencies have found this
information particularly helpful in the past.

Doesn't that connote to a reader that both for.thc
CIA and the military it £3 a past matter?

-Mr. Smothers.I think we Save really asked the witness

about-the extent of his knowledqge on this, Maybe we ought

250 Fast Stepet, 3 € |, Washungrnn, O C, JO00Y

to do a little more werk con ft. Teo ask him to speculate on
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why thes past tense 18 used [ don't think wa ere golng any-

where.

Senator Hart of Michigan. If it is the past tense I
meansg somuth}ng.

Mr. Smothers. I agrec. I don't think the witness has
indicated to us he can help us.

sénator Nart of Michlgén. I would still give it a poor
grads if 1 was the high school teacher.

Mr. Helms. I have to agree with you. I don't think

this is a master piece of clarity.

Senator Bakar, I think the besat thing would be to act

o

Tom Charles Huston and ask him.

3

Mr. Helms. Senator Raker, I don't want to delay this

-

proceedinyg but 1 thought this thing was put together by a

‘2
3
&
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committec.

Senator Baker. I think lHuston was the one who probably
produced if.

Mr. Helms. Did he actually write it? I den't recall

any more. I know there was somec work group meeting and

NOa |

-

he was the one who put pen to paper. You would remember
this beeter than I. Bét I-am really askinq for clériéicatiaﬁ.
Was he the one who put pen to paper?
Senator Baker. I am told now that may ‘not be the
case. I think he was designated in the White House to produce

the document. But I am told that Sullivan of the FBRl and

TOP SECRET
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Angleton at CIA actually provided the materisl
that went Into it., DBut I guesas Huston would be ths editeor
of {t.

Mr.Helma. It is the drafter I think we are locking

Senator Mart of Michigan. Then I will reserve my gzaéa
for him. ) - .

Senator Daker. Why don't we ask stsff to interview
Sullivan, Anglaton and Huétun?

Mr. Schwarz. We have had Huston.

Senator Hart of Michigan., [ understand two have been
interviewed.

Mr. Aaron., That is corract.

T4
F]
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Senator liart of Michigan. The third one should be.
Senator Baker. Who has been i{nterviewed?
Mr. Aaron, Mr. Sulliven was not under oath.

Benator Hart of Michigan. Any further discuaslion of this

document?

I think counscl wanted to take up and finish with

Mr. Schwarz. On Mr. Lumumba, you do remember him?
Mr. Nelms. Patrice Lumumba?
Mr. Schwarz.Yes. WAs he someone the U,8. Government felt

favorably toward?

Mr. Helms., Back at that period of the Congo's history

TOP SECRET
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I didn't ~- what I am trying to say ie that I am trying very
hard at this late data to place Mr. Lumumba in hils proper
political niche, I am relatively certain that he rﬁg;nsented7
something that the United States Government didn't like but
I can't r@memﬁer any more what it was.

Was ha a rightist or leftist?

Seﬁatof Schwelker. Whatever it was he was marked for
assasination.

Senator Mathias. The curious thing I remember, drawing

“pugely on personal recollectlion, we actually had him come to

"Washington &8 a guest of the U.5. fovernment and he stayed

at Blair House and was wined and dined as our greatest friend

]

at.one point, shortly after his accession to power.

Y
wARD £ PhuL,

Senator Hart of Michigan. I think Fidel Castro came

.

after he came to powar. That was the only time Congress

»
]

took an early fall recess because they didn't want to stay
around here and have to have a jolnt scssion. They quit

for the Year.

Senator Baker. Whep are we getting back?

2000

Mr. Schwarz. Do you know a man named Justin O'Donnell?
Mr, Helms. Yes, gir.

Mr. Schwarz., A CIA agent?

Mr.Helms. He used to he an officor in the CIA,yes, sir.

Mr. Schwarz. Were you aware that there was a plan to

410 5 avy Srewt, b H ., Wavhehgiun, 0 ¢

aspassinate Mr. Lumumba?
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Mr. Helms. Not at the time. I have obviously learned

about these things subsequently because I obviocusly resad that

report that was made in 1967 at the time 80 ! was conscious

later on that therewas, but I have no contemporanaous
recoliection of this husiness about Lumumba.

Mr. Smothers. Were you at all involved in that?

Mr. Helms. I don't recall having been and I think I
might very well have but I just don't recall this businesa
about Lumumba.

Actually wha; wag wrong with Lumumba, why didn't we

1ike him?

-t

wA®D & FAULL.

Senator Schwelker. That iz the tragedy of the whole

L]

thing. Hobody knows why wa wanted to got rid of somebody.

Mr. Smothers. Po you have any recollection beyond

- ey

what appears in the report or are we just --
Mr, Helms. Ho, I don't.

ks & matter of fact, interestingly enough, when was

Malcolm X alive? He died but when was it?

in any event, it is not important about the dates
I remember that in a particular era when he was alive a
of his followers werc very much opposed to the CIA and
were making statements about it and so forth, the
allegations being widespread in that part of the black

community that the CIA had done Mr. Lumumba in, and I remaon-

410 F st Srewt, L€ Wadhingion, D £ OO0}

bar making some inquirles at the time to find out §{f there
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was any even ramcte relationship and was told that there was
not, and actually, teo, mads scna & forts to mes if somothing
could be done to redress this misunderstanding {n the black
community. But that ia all I remember about it,

Mr. Schwarz. Mr. Bissell has toatified that there was
at least a plan to assasslinate Lumumba. pid you check with
him whoen you made that check?

Mr. Holma., Ne, he left the agency by that time.

Mr. Schwarz. M. Q'Donnell testified that he was asked
by Mr. Bissell.toc actually assassipate Mr. Lumumba and upon
hearinq that request he went to seo a man called Goptlieb,
Do you know Mr. Gottlieb?

Mr. Helms. |Sidney Gottlioh? Yes,

P
3
]
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Mr. Schwarz. And was shown some polsons and deadly
viruses, and then he came to your cffice and he
stated to you that Mr. Blssell had asked him to kill Lumunmba
but that he wasn't going to do {t, and you sald you agreed
he shpuldn't dao ie?

Mr. Nelms. I don't remember the conversation at all
put I deon't have any reason to cavil with it. I don't recall
the conversation.

Mr., Schwarz, You can't add anything on that?

Mr. Helms. No. ) .

Scnator Schwelker, What capacity were you serving in

AT0 Poruk Sreen, ST, Wankingtan, D E 20000
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Hr. Helms, T would have basn Mr, Bissell‘'s number 2

at that time.

Benator Schwalker. Chief of Operationa?

Mr. Helms, Yesﬁ

SQQator Schweiker. 11f they sent poiscon down to the
Congo, would you have had te know something about that?

Hr. Helms. You seo, maybe yes, maybe no, Senator

Schweiker, because & Deputy Director could make his own

arrangements without necoessarlly going through his undor-

lings if he chosa, and if he had wanted to make specific . -
arrangements for somathing of this kind he wouldﬁ't necessarily
have to tell me that.

It would be his option that. That is what I am

trying to say.

4
3
<
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Mr. Schwarz, You had a report prepared on Trulillo alse
in 1967. Why did you have that roport prepared, 1ncidentqlly:
since the Drew Pearson column had been limited to Castro?

Mr. Helme. I thought this was all done at the same time.

fid Mr. Breckenridge have any other recollection?
Weren't ghese three rporta done together hecause ==

Mr. Schwarz. They were all done in the sprihg of
1967.

Mr. Holms., My recollection is it was the Drew Pearson

“*
K

thing that may have triggered this off in President's

A10 Forat Stvepr, 5§ Woawennion, (3 C 2600)

Johnsonts mind but ! belleve he asked me for all threoe eof theso.
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Mr. 8chwars, Do you recall his saying anything spe-
cifically about Trujille, why Trulillo was included?

Mr. Halms. I think he was just trying to check on'

—varioua reports that he had heard about how thess people had
come to die. You know there were assartions arcund that,

and I have forgotten any more whether they wexs newspaper
assertions or just things sort of mentioned by the back of the

hand,'but he wanted to know whother the Agency had been respon-

sible for thosge daaths and that was why I asked to have this
work done.
Mr. Schwarz, All right, now, on Dlem. I think you told
‘ 2 :

ug yesterday afternoon that he, President Johnson, had a

particular theory about the death of Mr. Diem.

4
2
o
&
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AWOuld you recount that for the committee?

Mr. ffelms. He once said to me that he juat wondered
whether President Xennedy hadn't died because he had caused
the death of Presjident Diem of Vietnam, and I remember him
having said thie to me because {t struck me hard at the
time. I t#ought this was a peculiar conception, but that is
all I know about it and "the conversafion never went any
further.

Mr. Schwarz. You had the report done on Trujillc and
vou reported back to President Johnson about all three @atters,

Castro, Trujlllo and Diem?

Mr., Helms., Yes, sir.

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Schwarz. When you reported on Truiillo, bazed upon
the '67 raport, did you say that the Agency had or had not

had anything to do with the death of Mr. Trujillo?

Mr. Helmz, I gave him the controversy aa I recall it that
want on but saild that it was my opinion that the evidence‘
pointed in the direction of the Agency not being responsible
for hia death. ~

Senator Schwelker. On the Diem point, in your CIA
work with South Vietnam was thero any link that comes to your

mind as to why President Jonson might havo said that?

Any connection at all botwoen Diem and Kenﬁcdy that comes to
CIA 's attontion?
Mr. Helms. No, that was what struck me, Schator

Schweiker. I probabliywouldn't have remembered somothing

'l
2
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lixe this if f{t hadn't seemed to be an odd belief to have.

My recollection 1s he said this to me not terpibly lonu
after President Kennedy's assassination and that it
may have been part of the trauma of a consplratorial theory

of the time and 1 honestly don't know but {t did strike me

H

as odd.
Mr. Schwarz. lan't hu quoted by somcong else in the

preas linking possibly Lee Harvey Oswald to Cuba, too?

. Wstshgion, 30 Mool

Are you aware of that? I think this is just a news

report, thils is nothing more than that, that one of the peuple

L0 F Wk Sl W F

whe talked to him thought there might be some connectlon
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betwaen Cuba and Lee Harvey Oswald,

Mr. Helms. Not long ago, Senator Schweiker, I forget,

I guess it must have beén on one of my trips back here, I
don't remember which ona, but I was watching a news report
one night and it seemed to me that Walter 'Kronkiﬁe had
soma kind of a clip in the news report.

Senator Schwaiker, Of an intorview?

Mz, Helma. An interview with President Johnson {n which
this was generally adverted to. I don't roemeémber the
exact wordse, But President Johnsocn sort of ended up saying you
know I am not entirely sure or somathing and sort of trailed
off.

Mr. Schwarz. Was that the occasion on.which President
Johnson sald we had at scme points been ruhninq & Burder, Inc.
in the Caribbean?

Mr. Helms. No, that language wasn't used. This was an
interview after he ceased to be President. It waa.part of
the long series Xronkite made at the ‘ranch sometime afteor he
left office.

Senator Mathias. Was this statement hy President Johnson
sort of amoral, wag he drawing a moral conclusion?

Mr. Helms. It scemed to me to have a heavy overtone of

Senator Mathlas. Rather than a factual historical

deduction?
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Mr. Helma, Yes,sir. (
Senator Schwelksr. It was clearly a suspicion, if you s

aaw the film. .

Senator Baker. I think it was clearly speculative.

But I think the tone of the statement wai ha had resason to be-

lieve but was not sure that there had been a conapiracy of

aome kind.

Senator Mathias. That President Xennedy had brought dowr.
tha nemesls from the skies on himsaif.
Sehator Baker. I think that maybe & second conclu-

sion.

I would request, if I may, that counsel obtain a copy

or transcfipt of that interview and lnsert that in the record.

Mr. Schwarz. Yes.
At the time Trujillo died, May 30, '61l, you were Mr.

Bissell's deputy then?

Mr. Helms. Yes, sir.
Mr. Schwarz. Did you have anything to do with the

passage of weapons from the United States to digsidents in

the Deminican Republic?

Mr. Helms, My reccllection of the Trujillo business is
this was handled largely by Mr. Bissell and the Chief of
the Western lemisphere Division at that time, Colonel King, and

that I got into it and as the record ashows that I got into it

at cne point when Bissell must have ben away somethere.
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In other words, this authorizing some document or other.

The question has come up. about whathar or not WEADONE WOrs i

passed in the pouch,the officlal pouch to the Dominican
Republic, and I was suggesting, as you remember yesterday
afternoon, I don't Know whather those records exist any more,
but I was really sericusly . wondaring whether the actual
State Departmnnt pouch had ever been used for such a purpose
becausas I had put a watch dog on tha pouch for the simple
reason that we were using State Department faci{lities, that
they had certain regulations about the kind of things that

should go in the pouch, and I wanted to be certain that year-in

and yoar-out there were not abuses of the pouch privilege ;¢-
becauso of the terrible temptation on the lowest lovel for

employees to want to send parfume and other customs {tems

through the pouch to aveid paying duties and so forth, and

that also there are all kinds of abuses that one can make

over a pouch that can’t be opened by foreigners or domestics.

So, I had the widow of a forelign sepvice officer

periodically on this job to be sure there weren't violations miw;@ ..... -
of the pouch, and if it should come to me there should be a
record whether anybody made an exception, whether I or any-
body else in the Agency for sending guns through the pouch, &8 ¢: ...... G
there should be something there to indicate that exception

was made,.
i

In other words, this is not something that somebody
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could do juat by saying send this package in the pouch.

Mr. Schwarz. The recerd shows some wespons were sent

through the pouch,the record being the report made to you
in '&7. but I asked }ou, I think, whether you knaw in
1960 or 1961 that the U.8. Government had supplied weapons
to dissidents Iin the Domincan Republic.

Mr. Helms. I am sorry, Mr Schwarz, I don‘'t remember.

I mean I could have known. I don‘t think I knew.— I don't think
I was involved in that part of tho oporation. But, on the
other hand, with all of the things that have gone on'through

th eyears it could have baen that I have been told about this.

Mr. Schwarz. Then I take it also follows you can’t

add anything as to whether or not the Agency had authority te

supply gung at all, number one: had authority to supply
guns for the purpose of assassination, number two?

Mr. Helms. T thought that when [ was reading this 1.G,
report that there was a voluminous amount of telegraphic

corregpondence and memcranda and so forth about every move

in this whole thing being cleared with the State Department
and so forth.

Are these things not covered in that record?

Mr. Schwarz. There was a great deal of discussaion of
clearance with the State Department, Indeed, there is a man
called Deerborn who is  in the State Dopartment who appears

to be a motivating force.
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What lsn't entirely clear is whether particularly at

the last month the knowlodge of the porsons on both sides
of the fence or in the Agoency and outside is on an agual
footing. All thingﬁ.exceﬁt for that are clear and I take it --
Mr, Helma. I can't help on that. I am sorry, I recally
can't.
Senator Hart-of Michigan. Do any members have any
gquastions of the Ambassador?
Senator Schwelker. Yes.

v

You gave us your philosophy, Mr. Ambassador, On assassi-

nations a moment ago, and I believe you inferred, and maybe
said to the staff carlier, thatr during your tenure se

Director of the Central Intelligence Agency there were no

L
3
R
4
a
]
]
<
r 8

political assassinations that teook place,

Am I putting words in your mouth?

Mr. Helms, No, you are not. I sald that.

Senator Schwelker. That is correct,

I wonder again, for the guidance of this committcee,
you haven't gotten into this other area yot, but I think in
view of your one statement and your experlence it would be
helpful, what was your policy as Director of Central Ingelliuventoe
on what we have read about in the press and media and books
and, ¢t cetcra, on termination of assets who have outlived

their uwsefulness or termination of other agents? I wonder

RIS Frear Sttest, L €, Washongton, O.C 20003

if you would for the record philosophically tell us your
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policy on that while you wers Dirsctor.

Mr, Helms. Yea, air. These exotic phrases are

guphemisms that are used to deecribe these purpcses, none i
of them ware indulged in with my permission and I don't
believe.they were induiged in at all, I just simply did
not believe in this method of taking care of one's embarrass~
menta, if yﬁu want to call it that, and I never authorized
any tuch actions at any time.

ha 1 explaino& this morning, it is not only the moral
question involved but in our form of country and with our.
pﬁiloscpﬁy and, if you like, 'theology, it almply isn't an '?' ;
acceptable w;y to de business and, therefore, other methods '
have to be found.

I know in the literature of espionage and sccret wars and
so forth, particularly DBritish, French, German, Ruasian, and o B
so forth, there are references to the fact when an agent, -
secret agent becomes an embarrassment he was eliminated, he
was gotten rid of. But I just don't believe that this Qas ; _L:y

viable system, either morally or any other way, for us to

conduct ourselves wiph people who had gone sour and we just

tried to find other methods of taking care of the problem.
Senator Schwelker. In the carlier days, before your

tenure as Director, was this always our policy,or maybe

carlier in the era of the CIA this waa not aa firmly estab-

lished or left to local option.
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What is your recollection, not whan you were Dirsctor,

but policies preceding that, from your exparience?
Mr. Helms. I don't recall any incidents of sgents tha:

went sour being eliminated during any of thease 15 vears.

I really don't recall any incidents of this, I can't say
that other times it might not have happened and 1 never

learnad of it, but I don't know of any.

Senator Hart of Michigan. That is all I have,

Mr. Schwarz. I think you said now, or you said earlior,
that killing or assassination, killing of agents or &ssassina-
tiona of political leaders were bhoth impractical, because of
the likelihood of expeosure, and so forth, and undesirable or
unacceptable to our socioty, right?

Mg. Helms. Yes, that is right.

Mr. Schwarz. Now, yvou also have sald that, focussing

on the Castro cperaticn, there the preasure to get rid of Castro

or to overthrow the Castro government constituted an author-

1

ization, at least an implicit authorization to kill him, to’

asgassinate him,
Is that right?
Mr, Heims. Yes, I think that is qenefaily an accurate
phrasing of it.
“ Mr. Schwarz, Now, there is a conflict,
Hot a conflict but A tension between those two plieces of

your testimony.
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Mr. Helms. Right.

Mr. Schwarez, Now when you became Director, so that
you were in charge and recognized that you knew that efforts
had been undertaken to assassinate Mr. Castro under the

general instruction to overthrow his government, and recog-

nizing further that it 1s your attitude or it is your testimony

that you thought that waa unacceptable for both practical

and moral reaaons; did you take any steps to issue an inatruc-

tion to prevent auch activity from occurring again?

Mr. Helms, Well, I do know that, and 1 don't recall now

the means that this manifested itself in, but I certainly
made it clear tc my scnior assoclates when I was Director,
I simply didn't want this to go on, and I think if you will

talk to them you will find that they understood

this very
clearly.
Mr. Schwarz. Of coursc that is what Mr. McCone said
when he took over.
Mr. Helms. I understand that.

But I mean we can
roll this over and over and over, but may I just say one
As somebody pointed out in the newspaper not long

thing.

ago, if someone had killed Nitler in 1938 and

saved the world gquite a number of deaths and a very difficulr

war and vast expense and all the rest of it. And is it not

pessible that even in the good sense of the citizens of the

TOP SECRET
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Unitad States of America that there are some occasions on

o

@ § 2 which they seem to think that the provocation is larger than
§
€ it is on others and that caertain actions would be more accept-

able in one climate than thay would be in another climate,

_

5 ﬁ even though in the mtrict.interpretation of law and moral

judgment this might not be the case.

i
7 [ I simply have to rest my case this way because it scems
i to me history shows this,

|

g ! Senator Schweiker. How do you know when a Mitler **

becomes & Hitler and where do yov draw tha line when a

j;.i Trujillic ought tc go or Lumumba ought to o, and who makes
T 3¢ . that decision?
3 - .
ﬁi 12 . Mr. Halms. It certainly ocught to be made at the top of
.6 !
15 14 the government, Senator Schweiker. It certainly ought to be
; 14 ? made by political official who are subject to the will of
’ e ? the. people and the Congress.
- 1 Senator Schwelker. I have one more question.
Yo Thias 18 going ahead a little bit, Mr. Ambasaado;,
. T based on your 25 years of experilence, and having seen now
% o i many of the problems that have come to bear for the Agency,
; 21 " or all intelligence, including not only the assassination prob-
§ 2w ! lems but domestic surveillance problems, and the problem with
é 0 Congress and Lacs and the war there.
é e What advice could you give this committee to aveoid
i .
% 25 é areas guch an tﬁis for the intelligence hqency of the futury
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8o wa do have a strong intelligence agency doing legitimate

intelligence activities yet not hamstringing {t but yet

making sure some of the things we have learnsd the hard.
way over these 20-some years don't happen agaln?
What advice could you give to us to do that?
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Mr. Halma. 8ir, I thin k that I would like to answer
you by uayinﬁ that obvioualy I have given thought to these
matters. 1 have wondered what it was that if it had happened
differently through the years might have avoided these various
things.

I have looked at the law, the atatute. I think there
are things that should be changed in it and I think it should
be tfghtened up in certain respects, but I am also mindful of
tho fact that as long as one is dealing with himan beings,
written words are not going to be the dotormin;nd factor in
thelr conduct 24 hours & day seven days of the week, and that
1 would hope that in the future what ls called ovversight over
intelligence activities been given a fuller opportunity,.
because I honestly believe that part of the problem throuqh

the yvears has been that those people who had oversight over

intelligence activities, or particularly the activities of the

CIA, were senior officlals both in the Executive and in Congress

who were 80 busy and so precccuplied about other matters that
rather short shrift has been given to this activity, and if
there are hetter oversight or better opportunities to have
extundcd conversations with members of the Congress, for

example, I think some of these things could be headad off

simply by an indication from a ~hairman of a committes or

something that this didn't scem to be desirable, or from sone

other Senators.
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For example, let me just take a specific instance.

The Senate Foreign Relations Committes, whaen I was leaving,

had a hearing about something having to do with police
departments, [t was the-sense of the Committee that this was
an undeairable activity for the Agency to be helping police
departments directly, sc they made & statemsnt to the effect
this should Btop. S0 I believe it was Btopped that very day.
There isn‘t any desire of these people to go beyond what ;hey
have been told not to do. But if you can't get ahold of your
oversight committee or thoy don't have mentings and ¥you are
buay you go ahead doing as best you can, and I honeatly
bclievc,yéu know, &8 I look back ln history that Mr. Dulles
would have been very pleased Lf he would have had a couple
of Senators by the hand whan he went into the Bay of Pigs.
Senator Schwelker. I think you are perfectly right abou:z
oversight. I couldn't agree with you more. And I think here
Congress itself has been derelict. 'I agree with that. I
think that is a very serious weaknessg of Congress on the over-
sight committees, The other aspect I think is important, too.
and I concede the first point is5 in many cases when some
ovaersight was tried to be exercised, and let me say very littil:
was. 1| don't think the intelligence agencies leveled with the
angrcss per se, too, and 1 think that that is a very serious
problem {rom those who want to say they want to do a good Jjob

when you don't have that leveling or credibility or whatever
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you want to call 4t, how do ye.lnstill that in a system?

Mr. llelms., I thought that the Agency's record of level-
ing was pretty good wheon given the opportuniey,

Sgnator Schwelker, I don't racall ever baing hefore one
of the oversight ccmmitteesxset up gy Congress and not
absclutely honestly and fairly answering any question I was
asked.

Senator.Schweiker. Now, how about the war in Laos? I
84t on the House and Senate Armed Sorvices Committees, HE.
Ambasgador, and I think I' was on there for eight years, all
during the war, before CIA owned up to conducting a war in
Laca. And I think 5ty Symington, who #at on the Scle¢t or on

the Committee on Supervision of CIA made the discovery.

I can't agree with you on Lags because I sat on the

llouse and Senate Armed Service Committees when you folks came

a ﬁumber of times and testified and we had to stumble into
it packwards., I think Senator Symington reslly did it throuah
Foreign Relations contacts, even though he was on the Oversight
Committee of the Armed Services. I think there is a case wherao
I won't agree with you, even though 1 aqree with what you said
about oversight.

I am under oath.

Mr. Helms. Would you mind {f 1 ducked

this? I can give you nRo answer except to tell the truth and

I would rather not get into it now, if you don't mind, uniess

it is important to you.
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Senator Baker.

Could I talk to you privately about {t if you lika?

S8enator Schwalikaer.

Okay.

{Presiding). Are thore other queutions?i

Senator Schweiker.. One other question I do have. 1In

terms of assassi

any assassination attempts?

nationa, did any member of Congress know of

In other words, did the Agency in

the oversight responsibility level with any members of

Congress or ovarsight committequ about assassinations?

Mr. Helms.

Senator Schwoiker.

M. Madigan,

I don't know of &ny conversations about this.
That is all I havao,
Mr.

Ambassador, there have heen rumors of

resent vintage that the CIA has contributed money to political

campaigns,

Do you know or have any knowledye as to whether --

Mr.

Mr.

Mr. lHelms.

Mr. Madigan.

Mr. Helms.

Scnator Mathias.

iHlelms.

Madigan.

Where is tﬁat, sir? wWhat political cawpaigns?

In the United States?

Never to my knowledge. ';
None to your knowledge?
Ne sir.

Ambagsador, You, 1 think explained

very fully and lucidly the way in which you felt you had

authority to act in the very situations , which was a kind ot

a blanket authority without restriction, and that once this

wag determined,

Gennrai Robert Kennedy, you didn't feel it was necessary and

as {llustrated by the case of Attorney
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refresh that authority with each succesding epilsode?

Mr., Halma. Yas, I would prgfar, Mr., Mathias, to say that

wa woere seaing him so reqularly that we folt that we were in
tuno with what he dosired and what was acceptable. !

Benator Mathias. There was an exchange of, if not words,

an-axchange of ldess and feslings that kept the situation

current and contlnually kept you reassured that there was no
lack, there had been no change of diresction at the highest
levels?

Mr ., Helﬁs. Yas aly.
Senator Mathias. That was truc as far as the Castro
situation was concerned?

In other situations was there an axchange of ideas in
this same level of intensity?

Mr. filelms. [ don't recall except on Vietnam as many
regular exchanges on any subject as there were on Cuba. - And

to get the attention of the top members of the Government on

a continuing basis on one theme really takes a great deal of

attention to that theme on the part of the White House in

order to generate the fact that the Secretary of State should
attend that meeting rather than that_meutinq on & apecific duav.
The power of the President flows into these matters in a strangre
way and if the Secretary of State appears at an inter-Govarn-
mental meeting it is because he is pretty clear in his mind

that {8 where he ought to be that day rather than making a
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spaech in Chicago or acmething.

Sanator Mathias. How did you manage then under thease
difficult clircumatancas -- I understand exactly what you are
saying -- manage to be sure that, say, in the Lumumba situation
or Trujillo situation that there was this same kind of con-~
tinuing policy, or there hadn't besn any change in policy?

Mr. Helma. I don't know the Lumumba situation, I don't
know where the idea came from or what the policy was any longer
at all, and the Trujillo situation I think that the racord
shows an on-golng back and forthing between the Agency and
the Statelnapartment about the situation In the Dominican
chublié.

Here it seems to me we had a Bltuation iﬁ whicﬁ it
stayed in CIA rather than inter-agency committed formally
established dealing with thisa matter. I know in there, for
example, Assistant Secretary Rubottom's name keeps coming
up again and again so I assume the Agency people were dealing
on a continuing bhasis.

Senator Mathias., HNow, after November 22, 1963, when
President Johnson came in, I think your testimony is that you
continued to deal with Attorney General Keﬁnedy?

Mr, flelms. I think for a time we did as long as he was
Attorney Goeneral. 1 Forget how long he stayed there., DBut |
recall even seeing him at one time and saying is there any

truth to the rumor you are going to leave and run for the
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Senate, and he said yes, it is true. So I must have been zeein
him up to that timef This is just something that occurfed to
me at this moment but I do recall asking him that question.

Senator Mathias. And you continued to deal on these
matters with him although he didn't stand in quite the same
relationship with President Johnson as he obviously had to
Presidant Kennﬁdy?

- Mr, Helma. I think on the matter of the Castro busalness -
it would have been with that 8peclal Group rather than him
particularly, because by this time that thing had wound down
somewhat, But I think that he was atill involved. I think
that is right.

Senator Mathias. So there isa kind of fluidity about
the whole relationship in all of these matters that is very
ditfiéult to --

Mr. Helms. Would it he helpful to you if I were to say
over this period of 25 years it has been a very fluld thing,
this busoness of getting clearances and approvals and how

close you are piped in and how clese you are not piped in and

g oversight and all of these things do change through the years.

it is one of the reasons I think that the estabiishment of the
Select Committee 25 years later to look at the intelligence
community 18 & very baluable, wize thing for our vountry.
think a lot of things have to be brought up to date. 1 thiuwk

the experionces of 25 yearg ought to be used to tighten these
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third and then you add a fourth and then tou find some way to

things up in the right places. The intelligance community

so=-called has kind of grown like Topsy over the years. Here

was an agency and there was another agency and then you add a

relate them and find some way to try and coordinate them and
find some way to get Congressional oversight of them and i{f you

were o start from absolute scratch and one day say let's set

up an i{ntelligence cpmmunity you might ant the thing up
entirely differently and mayhe more effoctively. S0 the 25
years later I think 1t ils just fine that this Cormmitte has
aeized thls problem. Itlis very difficult one and I donit

believe by circling you are gqolng to find many easy answers

but it is certainly an effort worth making-on behalf of our

country., After all, two things. Intelligence is the first

line of defense hy good effective intelliqgence organizations,

but it has to be good, there Ils nc sense In having an intelli-

gence organization like the German one during World War IT,

which was no good. That does you more harm than good. I

don't mearn to keep saying that word. The other thing is that
in the arranging of the intelligence community. the eatablish-
ment of some kind of an organization which was set up after

Pearl Harbor and designated the CIA to get material from all

over the Government and give balanced judgments not subject to

political or departmental preasures, as to what they helieve th-

future holds or what they helieve the strength of the Soviet
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2 the hands of the self-servers there wouldn't be enough money in

; the world to aupport ocur military eastabliiahment.
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4 L Senator Mathlas. I think that is a very helpful and

useful comment.

6 g I think we understand that by whatever means, by whatever
7 ﬁ form of human communication was involved that original
8 ! authorizationas were given even at various times for given
9 ! projecta. The projects may have altered. 1 think tho
" 16 ! testimony, not only your tastimony but Mr. Blasall's and others
] 13 g has baen that a project undertaken to remove somebody in a
r, 1 t political sense might become later a project to remove that
g 1 % same person in & physical senae. So the projeces did alter.
? 14 ! But, all pursuant tn the original authorization, do you
. e % think that there was adequate political control as this kind
i 16 i of undulation took place, that a President or a President's
e 17 ﬁ dasignee, for example, sufficiently aware of the undulations
i aﬁd had an opportunity to veto the action at some point, at
X 1 soﬁe critical point?
g - Mr. Helms. I think that the basic thrust of what you aru
? o saying i3 quite accurate. As a long time, I might put it thixs
5
é 2?:: way, bureaucrat, it scems to me one of the great problems of
i o Government is that one starts something it takes on a life of
; a its own, then it qgets turned off far too late, and 1 have buocn
é q," guilty of this in my own work. T know this, but 1t is alno

. TOP SECRET
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true of departmanta of Govarnment,

Senator Mathlas.

Senator Schwelker.

Helms.

And 4f the Senate, for

example, every year had put before it a list of all the things
that it had set up the year befors, I vantura to say there
might ba a percentage of them you would like to get rid of a
year later or five years later, but they continue going on and
getting budgeted and employing pecple and so forth and nobody

gets around to stopping them.

Wa have a snuff box on the floor of

It s filled everyday.

Let me ask off tha record.

{Off the racord discussion)

I have one quoatién. Mr. Ambassador,

had the CIA, to your knowledge, ever used Feace Corps or Pecace
Corps members as either direct assistants in any way to our

overseas intelligence activities?

No sir. I say no sir emphatically becausec

1 reﬁember in this case specifically writing a paper making

it clear to everyhody that was involved in the clandestine

side of the CIA the Peace Corps was not to he used because

Sargeant Shriver when he was head of the Peaco Corpr went to

President Kennedy one day and charged that we were uuing Lhe

Peace Corps for cover.

And 1 went into prove that Mr., Shriver

was wrong and as a result of this 1 sald there is only one

way to be absolutely certain and that is for me to ban this,

and I am ¢glad to ban

it because we didn't need the Peace Corus

TOP SECRET




[T

-

o

&
7
8
9
e
.
1:
."d i
3
.«
& .
a 12
8
<
ok 14
! 14
14
[
17
1=
- Yo
: 20
o
.
z o
B
: 2y
-
v e
;
:
- :{-‘:
5
g
= 25

and I don't want to corrupt an organization which has a vary

claar purpose and shining light and so forth, soc I issued

those instructions and I am relatively certain they ware com- ;

plied with through the years.

Senator Schwelker. Can you shad any light -~ I think our
Peace Corps people were thrown out of Ceylon with the allegatian
that they were helping the CIA?

Mr. Helms This was a KGN political or psychologicél war-

fare rathar. At that time for years, even vary shortly after
the Peace Corps began, that the Soviet propaganda kept
asserting that it was CIA thaﬁ was under the Peace Corps, it
was CIA,that was in the Arab press and Aslatic press and
hfrican press, and I would asaume the Ceylonese press. It e
exactly the gsame, it was Communist propaganda.

Senator Schweiker, There is a written memorandum or
written order that is still in effect on this point?

‘Mr. Helms. It gooes back to the esarly days of the found-

ing of.the Peoace Corps,

Senator Schwiker. I wonder if we could get that for the

record? -

That is all.

Senator Baker. Let me ask you twe quick questiona.
Would you supply for us now or later in one of your subsedquont
appearances some indication of how the CIA interacted or

cooperated with the DIA and the NSA?
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Mr. Helma., Let me write down this nocta., [
Senator Baker. We can giv e you a copy of the tranncripé.
What I really want to say is & genaral description of how CIA .
interacted with the other intelligence gathering bodies of

the Government, FBI, NSA, DIA, and others.

I understand there are 16 that have a primary intelli-
gence gathering mission.

"Mr. llelms. Right.

Senator Baker. And I really think it might be batter
later after you give it some thought.,

Mr, llelma., Yes, I would appreciate being able to refresh
my memory and on my subscqueﬁt appaarancasa, why aon't I cover
that? I just wanted to write the notea down to have your
reguest accurately. '

Senator Baker. If there are no cthar questions we
thank you for being a patient and cooperative witness in an
entire day of testimony and the hearing will stand in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

Mr. Helms. Secnator Baker, as the Chairman, may 1 say
that ! would prefer not to make & statement to the press or
get involved in colloquy with them, [ wanted to say this
before 3o I don't fly under false colors, that I intend to
ancak out of hgre as best as I can. .

Mr. 8chwarz. There is a way you can get out from

behind.
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Mr. Helms. I think we havo baen trying to contrive thias ;
through the day. '
Senator Baker. We will be willing accessories to that. f
{Whereupon, at 4:13 p.m., tha hearlné wag recessad :

subjact to the‘call of the Chair.)

wANRD A PRy

:
¥
s}
¢
»
i
H
3
£
L]
o
!
&
i
2
:

TOP SECRET




SECRET/SHNSITIVE

1TO: The Director

FROM: John A, MeCone .

1, No memorandwmn can La lecated covering the August 10, 1962
meeting; however, it is highly prubable that vue exisls,

2. Meeclings of August 8 or g9, 1962, in the JC5 Operations Room
{Pentagon) and August 10, 1962, in Secrclary Rusk's Confercnce Room
were for the purposc of cunsidering stalf proposals for Phase Il of opera-
. tlen MONGOQOSFE. ‘This ope ration was under the dircctiun of General
L.ansdala, with Win. Harvey handling CLA participation {undar FiteCerald).
At one of theso muclings =~ probally the meeting in the JC5 Roum =~ 1
recall a suggestion bLeing made to liguidate top people in the Castro
regime, including Castro. 1 rock inunediate exception to this suggestion,
Siating that the subject was completely out of Lounds as far as the 115G
and CIA were Conue rned and the idea should not Le disaussed nor should
it appear in any paperd, 3 the USG could not conslder such avtivns on
inoral or ethical grouads, '

1, lounediately alter tha menting, [ called on Secretary MeNammara
pcrsul{;ully and re -emphasized iy position, in which he heartily agreed,
1 did this Lecause ope ration MONGOOSE -- an inlur-d-:p:urlmci:l.\l affair --
was under the ope rational cuntrol of DOD through the JCS.

4. At no tine did the suppestion receive serious consideration
by the Special Group {augimented) nor by any individual responsible for
policy.

5. Through the yrars the Cuban problein was discussed in terims
such as "dispusc of Castro, ' ''remuove Castro, " “"knuck off Castro," etc.,
and this nuant the ove rihrow of the Cowmmunist Gove rnnent in Cuba and
the replacing el it with a dmmnocratic reghne. CFerins such as the above
appear inanany wourking papuers, ineinuranda for the record, cic., and, as
stated, all refer toa change in the Cuban Govermnent,

odo s

Jhhn A. McCune

SECRET JSENSITIVE




16 hugnut 1963

4 Y .
LYES (iLY,
EHORADUM FOR:  ‘Tho Director of Central Intell!igenca

SURJECT Sam Giancana

1. Attachod i3 the only copy im the Apency of o romo-
randun on subject, the ribbon copy of whlch was sunt to the
Attorncy Goneral in May of 1962. I was vaguely swaro of
tha exfslence of nuch a rmowornndum since I wua informad
that it had been writien as o resulit of a biriafing piven
Ly Colenel ¥duards ond Taurence Nousten to the Allorney
General in May of last year.

?. [ spoke vith Colonel Fduwards on the telerhoane last
evening, and, in the abuence of lr. Bannerwan on leave, I
wag vith Colonel Edwards® aosistance able to locale this
copy. hs far a3 [ an auvare, Liis 13 fhe only writien in-
furaation available on Apency relationships vith subject.

1 hopo Lhat thls @will seirve your purpase.

3. I acswse you are auarc of tha nature of the opwra-

tion discussed in the attaclhunnt,
Rich.g'dyl!elms

Duepuly Dlrvetor (Plans)

Hllachient
3-page memo daled M Pay 1962,
TS-101,06 - Moeme for lhe NRucord =
Arthinr Jrowes Ralletti et al -
Tuarthorized Mblication or Use
of Comuuanicntions.
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