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STAFF INTERVIEW
Thursday, hugust 21, 1975

Unitad States Sanate

Select Committse to gtudy. Govarnmental
Oparations With Respect to
Intalligence Activitian

Hashington, 0. C

The Committes met. pursuant to notice, &t 10305 o'clock

a.m,, in Room 608, Tha Carroll Arma.
staff: Burton Wides, Frederick Baron and Rhatt Dawson,

professlonal Sraff Members.
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PROCEEDINGS
Mr. Baron. Would you state your namae and address for

the record, pleasa?

Prond [Aras 10T $88-4000

Mr. Hadgman. My name i3 Victor S. ledgman. I can be
reachsd at all times at the Central Intelligenca Agency.

Mr, Baron. And Mr.'uudgmun. isn*t it trus that Victor S.
Hadgman is actually an alias and that we have agread that you
will tastify hara today under aliaa?

Mr. Hadgman. That's corrsct.

Mr, Baron. And lsn't it further true that we have made

arrangemants with you that your true identity will be recorded

on a statemant regarding testimony in allas which will be

permanuntly on file at the Central Intslligence Agency for

verification purposasa?
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Mr, Hedgman. That's correct. I bslieve that this, that

A

I would 1lika to add that I have asked that this be done for

7

my own protection, protaction, physical protaction, actually.

Mr. Baron. And vou undurstand that Q& will retain a
sanltized copy of this éotm to attach to your transcript as
!.Exhibit 1z

Mr. Hadgman. I do,

Mr. Baron. All right.

Then let us introduce this statement which you have

signad as Exhibit 1.

410 Furst Sviedl, 30 Washengion, O €. J0O00N
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Mr: Baron. Lat Ms ask you to varify the fact that that
ias your true signature?
HMr. ledgman. That fs my true signaturas.
Hr. Baron. Thank you,

Off the record.

{Discussion off the record.)
Mr. Barom. Mr. Hedgman, ars you awsre that you héve &
to counsal bafors this Committes?

Mr. Hsdgman. Yes, I am. Dut I shall ask for it 4f 1 feml

Mr. Raron. All right.

Area you voluntarlly appaaring hars today without counsel?

Mr. ladgman. I am.

Mr. Daron. And you &re awars that at any polnt.during
the questicning you may cease anavering the questions and
raquast to consult with counssl?

Mr. Hedgman., I am.

Mr. Baron. Are vou also a;d}o that &11 of your constitu-

ticnal rights are intact here today, including your Fifeh

Mr. Hadgman, I am,
Mr. Baron. Although you are not under cath here today,
are you awars that the Committes intands to ask you to avaear

toe the truth of your testimony here as goon &8 pasalbla?

Mr, Hadgman. I am aware of that, and for the record would

TOP SECRET




lika to maka tha point that I am golng on recollection of avents
which cccurred nearly fiftaen vears ago, soma fiftsen years,

soma slightly more, some slightly less. So thereforse, I will

Fony (Aves 20T} H446-4000

make every sffort, but again, I am stressing this fact that !
have not had an opportunity to refresh my memory by reading old I
files or anything of the sort.

Mr, Baron. That ils complately undarstandablae.

Mr. Hedgman. I just want this == I am making this point

for the Committea mgmbars. I have already made it &0 you
Yasterday.

Mr. Baron. And it 1s understandable that wa ara asking
you to discuas avents that took place almost fifteen vears aqgo,
but it is your intantion to give us tha truth as far &s you cCan

recall it?
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Mr. Hasdgman. It is my full intention to give the truth.

¢

7

Mr, Baron. Thank you.
Mr. HWides. Mr. Hadgman, would you please hriafly give
us a description of your carser with ths Agesncy, &nd that can

Da by basically divisions or typs of Jjeb ln a very brief

Dol

T aummary.
Mr. Hedgman. I began, was recruitua to serva, a3 what
i rafurred to 23 a non-official cover aqent, and I was a
contract as opposed to a ataff officer. That was changed

shbrtly afterwards, 1 think a faw months later 1 was mada &

staff officer but ramained on offlcial covar for the first savarhl

TOP SECRET
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years of my tima, working abroad. I rasturned to Washington

whers I then becams overt in the sanse ©f I worked in the

offices and was no longer

I served as what i3 known as a case officer In the Europaan
area,

Mr. Raron. About what time pariocd would vou say?

Mr, Hedgman. Xt was '53 to early '5§7.  Early "67 untll
the mid-60's I served in Europe working primarily on Sovist
oparations.

Mr. Dawaon. I think you might have misspoken. You sald
mid-60°'8, sarly '57 to mid-60's. Did you mean 19607

Mr. Nadgman. Mid-1960, ves, I would correct that. From
July & on until -- 1 can’t remembar whether i¢ was Juna or
July of 1963 I served as Chlaf of Station in then Leopoldville,
now Kiershasa, Zaire. I was Chief of Station. f then returnad
to HWashington 1la the early fall, the axsct dates T don’t recall,
of 1963, and I wes what is known as a Branch Chisf., I was
responsible for the wmastern half of Africa from 1963 to June
of 1965.

Juna of '65 till June of *'47, 1 was

\

I returned to Washington whera I becams Rranch Chief
again for ths Southeast Aslan ares for a vary brief time, 1In
efsence lt was to prepare me for my pext assignament which was

the Chief of Station, Vientlane, Laos.
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Upon completion of that assignment ~-

Mr. Baron. You began that assignmant in *477

Mr. Hadgman. WNo. I began the Scuthsast Branch Chiaf ijcb
in '67. I bagan the COS job in the summar of ‘48, and I lafc
there in the summer of '70.

Af you know from'earlier, ill-haalth played a rols in
unfortunately forcing me to laave.

1 then returpnaed to Washington where I becazma Daputy Chief

of the hfrican Division, January, 1971 until Dacember, 1971, at

which time I becams Chief of the Division and remained Chiaf
until I retired,

Mzr. Baron. Untll Dacamber of *72, would that have besn?

Mr, Haedgman. No, Dacambar of '7i.

Mr. Baron. HNo.

Mr, widea.. No.

Mr. Hedgman. Then I ratirad 28th of June, 1974,

Mr. Wides. You were first approached to go to the Congo
as Station Chief for the Congo and Other nearby countries in
June of 19657

Mr. Hedgman. No. It was qulte some time before that,
i'm sorry, I can't ramember specifically whather it was four
monthe, fivs months, Actually, thay talked to ms about it as
much as a year -

Mr, Widas., And vou went out --

Mr. Hadgman. Not a year. Mayba seven or sight or nine

TOP SECRET
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months. I don't reumember, I was in Washington., My father was,
wa thought, dylng at the tima, and I had flown home t0 ba with
him,

Mr. Wides. And you went there on June 10th or 11th?

Mr. Hedgman. I'm sorry =--

Mr. Wides. Approximataly?

Mr, Hedgman. It was aithar the 10th of the 1ith that I
firat arrived.

Mr. Wides. The beginning of ths second wesk in June?

Mr. Hadgman. ©Of July.

Mr., Wwides. ©f July, 1'm sorry.

And that was shortly after the Congolass independence from

Mr. Hedgmapn. The indepandence waa on the 30th of June
and I was, had bgan glven vacation tims, which I got in one
day before I arrived, but they called me, I was taking some
vacation in Europe on the way down and they phoned me, traced
ma down, and sald get down there, fﬁe mutiny"had takan place
and the place was coming apart.

Mr, Widas. Prior to your leaving, and {n connaction with
your preparations and brisfings and discussions at Headquartars,
had there bean any discussion at all with you or that you wera
aware of regarding the possible assassination of Patrice
Lumumba?

Mr. fedgman. Abzolutely nonse. I can say that that is

TOP SECRET
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absolute surenass of recollsction.

Mr. Wides. And then you had bssn thare a short while, I
taka lt, and in about the last wesk of July, whap Patrice
Lumumba and othars from the Congo cama to the Unlted States, !
lbnliaVo around tha 26th of July, am I corract, that both you and
the Ambassador returned 0 America?

Mr. Hedgman., That's corract.

Mr. Wides. And durlng-your return hare, in any dlacussion
you had with officlals at CIA or other govarnmant offlclals,

did you have any discussions or laarn of any discussions
regserding the possible asssassination of Patrics Lumumba?
]

Mr. iledgman. No, slr, I did not.

Mr Wides. And thaen you raturned to the conqgo?

Mr. lsdgman. Yes. I belleve wa raturned on the éth of
August, if memery sarves ma.

Mr. Wides. Now, as a very brief background for the
5 next seriea of questions, is it correct that by early Ssptamher,
i that ls by the 5th of 6th, Patrics Lumumba had been dismissed
as Premier and the U.5. had already become sarliously concarned
}'nbout the beglinning of Sovist assistencs or involvemant in the
Congo and the possibility of Soviet Influspnce in tha Congo?

Mr. Hedgman. I belleve thoss dates srs corract of the

S¢th oy 6th. It could conceivably ba the Tth., Cevtalnly lona

bufore that time, those of us lntereated ia the political

TOP SECRET
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Saction, myself, waras greatly concarned about what APPaAaTed
to bea a Soviat effort to take ovar the Congo.

Mr., Wides. And bacause of conflict batwean -- among, I
gueass, {8 the appropriate word == bacausa of conflict, or
potantial conflict, among the cantral éovernmant undar
Prasident Kasavubu and othars as one faction, Patrics Lumumba
and his followers as 2 sscond taction, and Mr. Tshombe and
his follwers as a third =-

Mr. iladgman. And Gizenga as a fourth,

Mr. Wides. Gizenga, I taka it he was somawhat within
Lumumba's camp?

Mr. Hedgman. Yus. I'm g0rry. I should not have
interrupted.

Mr Wides. 1In any event, there was tha potantial of
imminant fratricidal war?

Mr. Hadgman. Tshombe had already dasclared the Katanga
to be an independent state of Katanga on the 11th of July, 1f
meMmOry Sarves ma.

Mr. Wides. Is it also corrsct that Mr. Lumumba Qaa the
‘person of thosa thres leaders, of thosa thrae factions, whose
Potential activitius concerned the United Statas the most at
that peint, particularly with ragard to tha posaibility of
Communist influance in the Congo?

Mr. lledgman., Ara we referring to the September pariod

now, late August, Septembar?

TOP SHCRET
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Mr, Widas. vYds, yas.

Mr. Hedgman., I would say, but there was anothar -- thare
wad also -- thers was also great concern about ths Tshombg
succession, which wa did not racognize,

Mr vides. Right, Right,

in early September, did you raceive a mesasage from Head-
quarters indicating that you would, on a special restricted
channel indicating it was for your syes only at the Station, and
telling you that a messanger whom you would recognize would be
arriving with a mission for you?

Mr. Nedgman. I bualisva, Yes, I recelvad such a massaqe.

Mr. Wides. When,.would You pleass states --

Mr. lledgman. And I baliave that wagd tha general thrust
of the wording. I canpnot, at this time, affirm with absoclute
certainty that that was exactly it, but that is my reccllection.

Mr. Wides. When would ba the bast data that You would

best ba placing that time that you could give us?
Mr. Hedgman, I believa it would hava bsan around the

buginning of Saptambsr, but I cannot pin it down more than

I'within a wewuk or tun days.

Mr. Wides. About how long hefore the muessenger arrived

1
would you say the cabla came, {f You can recall? ]

Mr, Hedgman. I cannot raecall definitively. I would quessl,
and I would just gquess, a faew days.

Mr. Wides. And is it accurate that the thrust of the

TOP SECRET
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cable, you cannot racall particular words, was that & mesmengar
whom you would recognize would be coming to give yecu & miasion

to carry out?

Mr. Hedgman. As I understood {it, he was coming with
instructions. I did not know what typa, sort of {nstructicns.

Mr. Wides. VYuas.

Mr., Baron. Can you Btate in your own words just axactly
what the glat of that cable was?

Mr, Hadgman. I &am not sure that it wiil be exact or
@ven ¢lose, but it ia my -- I am going again, and [ stress this
tims now on racollection, and it 18 not a sure thing, but my
recollaction was that the cable advised me that & parson whom
I would know to be or racognize as an offiear of the Agancy,
and I am not sure that {t sald as &an officer of'the Agancy,
somaons who I would have recognized would arrive with instruc-
tions for me.

Mr, Wides, Did the cable refer in any way to Lumumba
that you can recall, that would involve thes Lumumba problam or -p

Mr, Hedgman. T thipk, it L{a my recollaction that it did
‘not refer to Lumumba in any way.

HMr. Wides. And with regaprd --

Mr. Hedgman. Elthsr directly or hint by indirection.

Mr. Wldea. With ragard to the cahlas for genaral
procadural agpects, is it corraect that 1t hore a spacial

rofarsncs or slug, I bhelisve is the tarm?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman., I think, I am guessing about that. I think
it probably did, bacause that would hava besn a normal way to
indicate tha special handling. I balliave the message also was

marked for my eyes only --

Mr. Wides. It would not have baen marked --

Mr. Hedgman, == apd contained instructions that I was notl

i
'

to discuss tha massage with anyonas.
Mr. Baron. And that you ware to destroy the messaqe?
Hr. Hadgman. WNot at that time.

Mr. Wides. Dnid it indicats that any communicetions that

You sent thereaftur to the Naadquarters in connection with the
impending visit were to ba givan the same slug or -

Mr. MNedgman. I am agssuming that {¢ probably did, but I
cannot be 100 percent cartaip., I dont recall séndinq a messaqgs
until after I met ths gentleman concarned.

Mr. Dawson. Maybua wa could approach that a diffurant way.

You do recall whatuvaer Mossage you received was not in the pnorma
course of communications with the Agency?

Mr. Hedgman. Well, 1t came through Agancy communications

‘Channusla, but it -- it was marked Fyas Only, for'me.

Mr., Dawson. That's not unusual, necesasarily?

Mr. Hedgman. At that tims it was more unusual than it ias
today, I would say.

Mr. Widus. Was it marked RYBAT, do fou know?

Mr. lledgman. 1I'm sorry, I don't recall.

TOP SECRET
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Mr., Widea. But RYBAT usually involved a fairly wide

Ihond {Ares JOT) 5444000

disssmination, or at least dissamination to others in the
Agancy.

Mr, iladgman. Yes.

Mr. Wides. And when you Ba&y, Eyes Only, yourself, this

would, of course, Include also the communicator who would have

sncrypted it, necassarily?
Mr. Hadgman., One communicator in Waphington and ona in -
Mr. Wides. Well, raturn --

Hudgman. =~- in Kienshasa or Leopoldville at that

Mr. Wides. Wa will raturn in a momant to how yon

Pho

dispatched communications back.

Py
L1

How, at some point shortly thareaftar, someons

‘
™ a

arrive from Washington whom you latar detarmined was

i

massenger referred to in tha cable, i8 that correct?

7

Mr. Hadgman. That's correct.

Mr. Wides, And in terms of pPlacing that visit, is 1i¢
Correct that you, your bast baliaf is it was in the sacond weak
.d Saptember or thurmabouts?

Mr. Hedgman. I would sgay thereahouts, but again, I have
tried to think, triued to pln down a date on this, and 1 cannot,
sir.

Mr. Wides. Dut you place it in terms of --

Mr. Nadgman. I place {t in terms of an apartmant which

210 01t St 3 L Wasnengton, © C. 20003
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I rented, and I beliave that I Fented that apartmant in fairly
84arly Septesmber,
Mr. Wides. And it was not too long aftar you had rented
11t that this person came?
[ Mr. Hadgmap, Yas, yas. ‘ Wh
Could wa hold on?
Mr, Hidesﬂ Yas.

Mr, Hedgman. Yeah., Ysah. CGkay. I was ramembaring ancths

meating in that apartmant, and I was able to identify, pin down
!

thea time of that meeting, ag -~

Mr. Wides., Who was the massanjer who arrived?

Hedgman.

e

Wides. And at that tima, You knew who he was?

Hedgman. I recognizad him as an officar of the

" Mr. Wides. DBy nama, or on-site, or both?

Mr. Hedgman. On-sita.

Mr. Wldas. And by name or not?
Mr. Hledgman. I do not recall whathér I knew his nams,
h'i suspact 1 did, but I cannot reafflrm that.
Mr. Wides. Did you know what offica he worked in, or did
hs hava to tell you that?
Mr. Hadgman, I balleve that 1 knsw, but this waa not with

great cortaintly, that he vorked in thae what was then callad

TSD, Technical Ssrvices Division. I did not know what part of

TOP SECRET
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‘out of the Fmbasay., It ie concelvable that I btould have beun

Mr, Widas, Do you rescall how he findicated to vyou that
ha was the pearson raefarred to in the cable wa hava just
discussed?

Mr., Hedgman. I cannot be absolutely cartaln., but I
bslieve that he referrad to the fact that I had received a
messages and that he was tha person concerned.

Mr, Widas. And did vou mmsaet him at the alrport, or did

Mr., Uadgman. No.

Mr. Wides. What were the cilrcumstances undsar which you
first mut?

Mr. Hadgman. It sewms ridiculous, under the clrcumstances),
that I cannot pln this down.

{Pauga}

Mr, Wides. Can was just first go through your rscollection

of being with him?
Mr. Hedgman. I don't remamber whather he came to the

Embassy and asked to speak to me, whethar I maet him aa hs came

told date and ¢tima, place, to meet him,
Hr, Widas. You don't recall --
Mr. Hedgman. I don‘t recall.

Mr. Widas. -- making any arrangsments for his balng

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hsedgman. No, I d4id not,

Mr. Wides., Do vou recall where he staysd while he was in
Leopoldville?

Mr. Hadgman. I bslievs ha stayed only one night, ¥ am
not sure of thaﬁ, and I think hs stayed at the hotal.

Mr. Widaa. The main hotel in Leopoldvilia?

Mr. Hadgman. At the Mamaling (?), {f ha could gat a room.

Rooms ware hard to gat. He could concei{vably have stayed at
my apartmant, if he stayaed.

Mr, Wides. And your convaersations with him all took place
in ths apartment that you had recantly ranted?

Mr, Hedgman. It tock place in my personal apartment which
I had recently rented.

Mr, Wides. Off tha racord.

{Discusslon off the racord.)

Mr. Widea. Could you tell us, starting from what you

ramambsr as the sarlisst or the first discuss{ions you had, in

substancs what message ‘brouqht you and the

ensuing conversation?
. Mr. Hedgmhn. It is my recollection that he adviused ma,
or my instructions were, to eliminate Lumumba.
Mr. Wides. By sliminate, do you mean aasasslnatae?
Mr. tladgman, Ywes. I would say that was tha, that was

y undergtanding of the primary means, I don't think {t was

probably limited to that, if there was soms other way of dolng

TOP SECRET
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Mr, Widea. of doing what?
Mr. Hedgman., OQf ramaving him from a poasition of political

threat,

Mr. Wides. Was thars realistically any way in which he

was not a threat as long as ha ramained alivae i{n the Congo?

Mr. Hadgman. oOh, Yes. I think if he had besn arrested
@ somathing like that by the  Congolesa officials, in Mmy own
mind, that would have been, would have achisved it.

Mr., Wides, And what did indicate with reqard

to the possibility of physically eliminating him?

Mr. Hedgman. It was my undarstanding that that was
P robably axpected of ma.

Mr. Wides.  VYeasn,

And what did he tall you with regard to how that might bha
acconmplishad?

Mr. Hedgman. Well, T think he. ~- cartainly, as YOU ars
aware, ha brought some biological agents. T assume that that‘;
the correct word. But in any casam, polisonous agants witﬁ him,
‘Wwhich he passad to me.

As 1 reacall, he brought them with him. That's not
absolutely certain, but qulte p;obabla, in my opinion, that he

had hand-~carriesd them.

Mr, Daron. These were lethal blological substancesa?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. That was my understanding, as a
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non-expert. However, in thinking {t over, I bslisva that 1 --
thare was -~ this was not a4 sine qua non that 1 amploy. thia,
If thers ware another method, another way, it would have bean
nccaptablq.

It was also my recollaction, lat me just try and think for
4 moment here -- I can't remembar whera I was qoing. I had a
point I wanted to maka.

Well, if 1t comes back, I will think of it.

Mr. Dawson. Would ie halp you to have her read back that
portion vhuere you wurs just teaéifyinq?

Mr. Hudgman. I don't think 80,

Anyway, the biological substance, or apeclmens, what have
You, I think it was up to my Judgment, and {f thare wWara a
better way ~-- certainly, the point I now recall was in no way,
if I implamentad_thaae instructions, no way could 1t be traced
back to the United States. It had to be a way which could pot
be traced back to the Unitad Statea, slthsr to an American or
the United States government.

Mr. Widea. With ragard to the materials, you said {¢ {s
‘your bast recollection that he brought them with him?
Mr. lladgman. 1! believe ha did.
Mr., Wides. Yas.

Do you recall having a discussion with him about the

materials as to how to usas them and what tracaes they would

and the 1ika?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. fedgman. I recollect discussing uses of them,
Mr. Wides. po You rucall having tha ~= were theare also,

in eddition to the lethal agaents themselves, relatad Paraphenali4

one {Ares 03] SA4-B000

such as a maask, or gloves, or a syringe?

Mr. Nedgman, It ia my best raecollactien thsare Ware rubber

a mask and a sYringa,

Mr., Wides. Is it your recollection that these digd not

arrive bafora camaj that is, you did not have

materiala arriving at the Station and yoursslf wondering what

they wers all about pricr to arrival?

Mr. lladgman. That i{s corract. I do not buliaeve theay

came prior to arrival.

LY

)AUI.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall while You ware discusaing this
i

! with him that you had {n front of You some of the paraphanalia

-
C wARD &

~

g uch as the syringe, or thas mask, or the glovas, that they

Weres there with you?
Mr. Hedgman. I believe we did,
Mr. Wides. And he was there for only one night?
Mr. Nedgman. That's my recollection, but that im far
;f rom Bura. N | |
Mr. Wides. Or onu or twe nights?
Mr. Hedgman. Yas. 1It's far from -~ I -~ that's my

fecollection, but T would not wish to affirm that.

Mr. Wides. S0 either he brought tham with him or thay

410 Furar Stewrt, $.0 Wavningion, B.C. 20003

would have had to arrivae e3suntially simultaneocusly with his
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visit in order for you amnd him tc have had them essentially
with you while he was dlscuseing them, le that right?

Mr. Hadgman. Yes, I beliave, 88 ‘I stated, that hs brought
them with him or --

Mr, Wides. Or 1f thay, If he did not, that thay would
have arrivad whila ﬁe wag thare? In other worda, a4re you mors
certain that they were there at tha time you had ths discussions
with him =~

Mr. Hedgmen. Yas.

Mr. Wides. - than you ars that ha brought them, aven
though it is your beast balisf that hes did?

Mr. Hudgman. 1 bualieve he brought tham,

Mr. Dawson. Do yvou recall his giving fou any instrucéions
on thelr handling, the reason that you had rubbar glovas?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes. I recollect that I told him that I
didn't know anything about the handling of such things.

Mr. Dewson. And do you recall what ha told you ahout

Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't really,.
Mr, Dawson, Did hes say to yaﬁ that in order to handle

this substance you had to have the .rubbar gloves on?

Mr, Hedqgman. That's an assumption I have made a8 a resuly

o my reccllasction that there wers rubber gloves. But I cannot
he sure.
Mr. Wildes, Let ms go back to the astatement that you made

i
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that thera was more than ona agent.

Do you racall definita;y that there was mora than one?

Mr. Hedgmen. That is my recollection, yes, sir,

Mr. Widea. Now, do You mean by that there was morg than
one dosaga, or more than one vial or pill of the same kind of
lethal agent, or that thare wers savaral differsent kinda?

Mr., Hedgman. I balieva thare wars two or morse legthal
agants, types of lsthal aganta,

Mr. Wideas. Do you recsll him menticning the wWord
botuliam at all? Does that ring a bell?

Mr. Nedgman. I cannot ba cartain of that.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall --=

Mr. lHedgman., I think thet (¢ is possible, but I cannct
bes cartain.

Mr. widas.' Doss it ring somae sort of a bell?

Mr. Hedgman. Dotulism rings a bull, but I am not -- I
know what it is, therefere it is, thare ls an Agatha Christe
murder mystery based on it, or something like thet.

Mr. Wides. Do you rvecall whather somag of tham ware
‘poisons In tha nature of cyanide ard the like, or whathar thuy
walw all represented to bae blologlcal agents; that la, a virus
or a deadly germ of somag sort?

Mr. Hedqman. I ballave they ware biological agants.

tr. widus., Do you recall whether any were referred to as

a virua?
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Mr. Hedgman. No, I do not, sir., I don't know. ‘There
may have beasn.

Mr. Widaes. Sincse thare‘ware diffgreﬁt typas., I would
infer or assuma that there was soma discussion a3 to why you
might usa one or the othar in the firat attempt?

Hr., Hedgman. I baliave ==

Mr, Widesa, What can you recall of that?

Mr, llsdgman. I balisve that I asked or raised the point,
and again, I cannot confirm this with absolute certainty, but
I belleve I ralaetd the point that polsons laeft traces in the
human body, which could be found on autopsay, and that I balieva
that I was assurwed that these agents, I'm going to refer to them
as that becausa I don't know the correct term, terminology --

My. Wides. Lethal, thess are lethal agants?

Mr. Hedqmug. Lathal agents, would be normal traces found
in people that die of cartain dizseasas,

Mr, Wides. And this would have besn with regard to all
of them or Only ona of tham?

Mr. lsdgman. That's why I hesltated on the botulism,
‘becausde that would fit, of coursa.

Mr, Widws. Was this assurance glvan 1n revard to all of
them, or ona in particular?

' Mr. Hadgman. 1 cannot be ebsolutaly cartain of that.
believe all of them, but I --

Mr. Wides., Well, wouldn't you hava asked which cna you

TOP SECRET




should use, or whather thera was any different among them ip

terms of preferanca from tha point of viaw of affactiveness or

ease of use, or would You have just besn laft essentlally closind

oo (Aes 7071 5444000

| Your eyes and picking ona? Wouldn't you have had soma discus-
sion?
Mr. Hadgman. T would think 80. But I cannot -- dop't

baliava T can pin thisg down.

Hr. Wides. Do you recall any diascussion Hlth!

as to differancas in the mathod of admini{stration, preferrad
method of administration?

Mr, Nedgman. I remember thare wan a raferance to putting

one of them in possibly toothpasts which would bs usgd.

a

Mr. Widas. How would that he accomplishad, with a

.\
waARD B PaAuy

8ytinge, or --

~

Mr. Hedgman. I dop‘t reamamber. I think so.
Mr. Wides. Do you recall sbacifically that three was a
8yringe as part of the equipmant?

Mr. Hedgman. I believa thurs was, but I sure wouldpn'e

t )

19 latake my life on it. But 1f I gsald I helieve thera was a
I

a¢ 1-8yrings, that's my }acolluctiop.

i

|

‘ Mr. Wides., How, just to 90 back for a moment, you said
i

before that he said that Your instructions ware {f possible to
aliminate Lumumba, and that You thought that one possiblae way

or the way he was particularly addrassing was in the sensa of

AL0 Ferrr Strowt, 3L, Worhungmon, [ £

assaagination?
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My. ladgman. That's corract.

Mr. Widas. I take {t that onte You startad discussing
thase lathal asgents, thers was no doubt in your mind that tha
kind of elimination he was there particularly to discuss was
killing Lumumba?

Mr. Hadgman. Thare was no doubt in my mind that this was
one of the way, and probably what thay thought was the oply way
that would work. But as the Chief of Staticom, I still, gven
though a junlor Chief of Station, T had a cartain amount of
frawdom of cholca, I falt, at thes tims.

In ether words, particularly sinca tha amphasis was that
it could not be traced back to tha U.5. governmant Or ths
United Statas.

Mr. Widea. [Bid you seq ==

I'm sorry.

Mr. Baron. The purpose of dasigning a lethal aagsnt that
left tha traces of a normal diseasa rather than 2 polson was
sxactly that, wasn't it?

Mr, Hadgman. Yes, I would assume so,

Mr. Baron. To aveold --

Mr. Hedgman. I¢ Soems to Me that was ons of the points
that came cut.

Mr. Baron. To aveld attribution to the United States?

Me. Hadgman. To avold attribution, really.

Widas, Did you swee any of the paraphenallia, do you

TOP SECRET
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Tacall, that is apart from juat & Package that was never opaned,

did you ever at that time, did youmea & mask or gloves?

Mr. Hedgman. It i{g my racollection that I did, but T
cannot be absolutely csrtain of that.
Mr. Daron. Was this a surgical gauze mask?

Mr. Hadgman. It is my recélloction. I have that recollasc-

tion, and vet I could not == I am baing asked to swear to this,

of course, and I swear that it is my recollection,
Mr. Wides. Do you racall that the materials ware in liquif
form, in a vial or bottla, or ~-
Mr. Hedgman. I do not racall, sir.
Mr. Wides. ©Dut I assuma, if Your bhast recollection is

thure was discussion of a syringe, ' that prasumably {t was in

liquid form?
Mr. Hedgman. I would assume 8o,

Mr. Widas, Or something that would bs turned into a

| liquid.
J Mr. Hedgman. I would assume 80, but I honestly cannot
tell you what form they were in.

Mr. Widas. .And your baest rgcollaction was thera warg two

or three or morwe?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, two or thraas.

Mr. Widws. Dig ‘indiéate to you, waa there

any reference to the prior use or attempted use of thess aqunts

for the sams purposa of assassination, to his knowledge, by the

TOP SECRET
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Agency?

Mr. Hedgman. To my recollection, he did not rafer to any

Past use or knowledgae of such.

Frone |Aess 205} bl -EO00

Mr. Wides. Did he rafar to any Prospactive or pospible
USa alsswhare in ths world?
Mr. Hedgman. HNot to my racollection. I don't belisvae he

It would not hava baan nermal for him to discusg that with

Mr, Wides. no you rucall, by any chanca, the name of
Castro coming up in thae course of thig?

Mr. Hedgman., Almost Certainly it 41{d not.

3

Mr. Wides. Now, with ragard to tha possaibility of other

means, first with ragard to tha poasibilley of othar maans of

-
RO & FAL

killing Lumumba, did You diacuss with him any other ways of

“hea

arrunging Lumumba‘s death othar than using these lethal agents,

such as shooting, or --

f Mr. Hadgman. I think I may well have suqgaestad that asg
i a possibility, shooting.

Mr. Wides. Did yvou discuss with him specifie othar vways

Ay

!
‘of trying to eliminate him as a political threat, or {g it

simply your assumption that 1f you had found soma other way,
that might have bawsn an alfarnatLVQ option for you?
Mr. Medgman. Would You raephrass that question, or repeat
1

ie?

L)

Mr. Widea. YOu sald' that Your understanding was that

TOP SECRET
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your instructions Ware to aeliminate Lumumba, and ¢hat one way

of doing .this, which was discuasad in concrata form, and whiph

You wera givan the maans for, was killing him or arranging nig

death, but that that was only ona pPossibiliey,

3

Did|you discuss, ip fact, withz AnY other ways

of sliminating Lumumba , non-lethal ways?

Mr, \lledgman, 7| May well -- non-lethal ways?

Mr. Wides., vYag,

.

Mr. Haedgman. I cannot recall with certainty on that. r¢
1s my fecoliection that he Wwas, eithar wasm or was very shortly

theraafter| vndar the protection of ths United Hatlons in the

Prime Ministar's combination fuaidence and offica. Certainly
he was thara aftur 14 Septamhar.

Mr. Baron. Just o clarify enis, the msans of --

Mr. Hedgman. 1960,

Mr. wWides. Lat him finish the anaswer. 1 don't know {f
that is fully responsiva.

What is vour bast Yacollection as to whether You did or

did not discuss any other way of ellminatlnq Lumumba other thap

i"asaaaslnation?

Mr. Hedgman, I cannot give you a3surance. I hpye
tried to qo |back in my mind on that.

Mr. Widas, vYou can't recall ona way or tha othar?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot racall opa way or the othar for

certainty. I know that .it -- Somewhare along the line in thare,

TOP SECRET
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I thought of shooting as a possibi}ity, but whather I discusasad

1t with . I am pnot sura.

Mry Wides. Wall, I understand that is & possihility thate

you discussed othur msans of arranglng his dsath, or you nay

havae dlscussed other msans of arranging hias daeath ==

Mr. ltadgman. I may have.

Mr. Wides. ~- than use of agents, but aarlisf you said
you considsred your lnstruction to be sliminating him, and that
one posaibility was through his death, but thure were other
ponsibilitiss., And I am &8king vou now whether You recall

discussing any non-lathal ways to slimlnate him as a political

threat withl in connection with your lnstructions?

Mr. lHedgman. I cannot be vartain that T did, afr,
There cbviously was the possibility that his Congolesa political
enomies would galn control of him In soma manner, get him in
thair, under their contrel, in which case he would have baen

nautralized.

Mr. Wides, But ln regard to your instructions to do what

you could to eliminate the threat, with ragard to action that

|
! . oo
-you would take as tha Statvien Chief, 1 take it all yvou discus- ‘

Bad with wara means of arranging his deaath from th

point of viaw of what you could do?
Mr. lladgman. I cannot affirm that,

Mr, Wides. But vou don't racall discussing anything

TOP SECRET




Mr. Hedgman. Ho.

Mr. Wides. HNow, what was your firmt reaction whan

when {t first- becames clear to you what |

Froed [Asns FOT) $44 2000

was discussing with you in regard to --
Off the racord.
{Dlacussion off the record.)
Mr. Wldss, Back on tha racord.
What was that last quastion?
{The Reporter read back tha last question.)
Mr. Wides. ~- afforts to kill Patrice Lumumba?
Mr. ledgman. I would say great surprise. I don't know

wheathur shock would be the word. It's a little hard to recollact

¢

4
2
-
&
-
2
L}
%
&

one's emotions, but {t was an emotional, an emotional reactlon.
I think.

Mr. Wides. Did you raise with him the question of
authorization of such instructions to you?

Mr. ledgman. Yes, I did. That's my quits strong recol-

‘1ection, that 1 did.

Mr. Widas. What do you recall in wsssnce was what you
.said to him? |
N
Mr. liedgman, In assance, T think I must havas, and again
this is, I am quessing as to what my wording was, must have

pointed out that this was not a common Or usual Aqancy tactic,

and ! may have probably said that I naver haard of it helng

110 Foit Street, $ £, warnengron, D C, >000}

done, which I thad not, nevar in my training or pravious work in
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the Agancy had I avelr heard any refersncas to such, in my,

racollection at least, such mathods. And it {s my racollsction

1 askead on whose suthority these instructions wera issusd.

Mr. Widas. And what did reply?

Mr. Hadgman. It is my racollection that hae {dentitiad
the Presidsnt, and I cannot =- ths Prasidant of the tnited
Statas -- and I cannot rucall whethaer he sald “the Praasidant.”
or whethet he identified him by nama.

Mr. Wides. Dut it is youT pest recollection that ha sald
something mors specifilc than highast authority. that ks, the
Preaident, or the White Housa, or President FEisenhower?

Mr. Hedgman. I want to gut this ona right, because I
realize it'a important.

Mr. Widas. Lat's atart, axcusa me, let's -start with the
most basic question.

Is it your recollaction that he cleariy told you it was
an authority higher than the niyecto;_of the CIA?

Mr. Hadgman. 1°'m not surs that ha put ié that way. A3
1 said, I bullieve -~

tr. Wides. Dut 1 dop't mean that hs usad those words,
but is it clear --

Mr. liedgman. That was my understanding, that ie --

Mr. Wides. That ig was highar than tha Director?

Mr. Hcdqmud. Yas.

Mr. Widas. Can YoOu recall whether he gaid “the Prasident”

TOP SECRET
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or "Prasldent Eisenhower?”
Mr. tledgman. 1 cannot recall whether he fust sald, whathad

he sald "the Prasidant”™ or whethar he said "President Eiganhow-

Poang (hsas FOT) 48 -S000

ar.

Mr. Wides. But it was onw of those two, is your best
recoliection?

Mr. Hadgman. I would say aimost cartalnly. but not -
in othar words, I am at ahout the sacond level of affirmation
hara.

Mr. Widea. If pot that specific -~

Mr. Hedgman. It was my understanding it was the

President, vas.

Mr. Wides. And did he also, apart from what you would

i~ .
O g Ay

have inferred would be implied by that, did he alsc say in eny

.;.

way somathing that referrad to Lt being approved by the Director
of thes Agancy?

Mr, Hedgman. I have trlied to go back in my mind on that,
and 1 ¢think, I bslieve-- but again now, this ona, lt's pratty

laoss in ny mind ~«- it was somathing to the affect that the

008

!"Prusident had instructed the Director,

Mr, Wides, Your undsratanding thean was that theus
instructions ware instructions coming to you from the offlice
of{ tha Preslident?

Mr, Heduman, That's corrsct,

10 Tt $tswpy, 3 B, Wavrngio=s B

Mr, Wides., Or that ha had instructed the Agency, and they
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wara passed on £O you?
Mr. Hedgman. That's right.

Mr. Dawson. You are not tha lssst unclesr whathar or

Pinpng [Arhe TOF) Bab DO

not you cama awara with a very clear impression that the Presi-

dent's name had been invokaed in some fashion?

Mr. Haedgman. Yaes. I cama =- certainly that is my

recollection.

Hr. Dawson. You have no doubt about that?

Mr. Wides. At the tima?

Hr. Badgman. At the tima I certalnly felt that I was

P under inastructions from the Presidsnt, L
|
! Mr. wides. All right.

Mr. Dawson. You ware lass certaln as to whsther pr not

"hamm o Fhur

*
A

suthority?

7

|
|
I the Dirsctor of Central Intelligence's name was invoked as

Hr. Hedgman. Bacause the other one seemad higher, apd --

Mr. Dawsom. Okay.

Mr. Hedgman. And I think in my own mind I could not
imagine the Agency taking such action without clearing lt with

the Presidant.

Mr, Wides. Do you recall asking somsthing to the affect

of where did this brillliant ildesa come from, or who had such a

§killidnt {duna?

I
L
!
]

AL Fiest Ltrert, 3K Weamgipn, B.C. 2000)

Mr, lisdgman., I think I made & commant like that

yestarday, but I am pot aure those ware my words at all. I thin

TOP SECRET




I was -- I was baing a bit facetious in that sense yestsrday
when I said that, but, I mean, I think @ asked why, who.

Mr. Wides. And your bast racollection then is ha said in

Py (Rras 3017 Sib 4000

i
[uffact, the President, that is, he said either the Prasident or

. Presidant Eisenhowsr has insérucéed or told the Director that
& Eithis is what is wanted?

7 l Mr. Hedgman. I think he said told the Dirsctor. This is
8 || 1 mean, aftar all, tha President would not plck up the phone

Py

and disal and may. hey, L'va got & littls job for

you.

! Mr. Pawson. Though it may bs an assumption on your
1
]

12|§part --

14 Mr. Haedgman. That's right. I am -= Yé&3.

wawD B PaAUL

14 Mr. Dawson. But you are claar as far as the frasident
has told you to do thia?

Mr. Hadgman. GCantlamen, after £i{ftsan years I cannot be

1

| 100 parcent cartain, but I hava always, since that date, had

'
»

the impression in my mind that these'drdurs had comes foom the

Proaldent.

My, Wides. And your impruesslion, your racollectlion 1s at
Ay

that tima, after your discusalon withl that you then,

|
;
)

i
i at that tima, had the Very clear impression that thass were
i

5 f, wevmneion, O £ IORRY

i{pstructions from the Prasident?

“r. lHedgman., Yeés, sir.

1D Faeat prreel,

Mr. Naron. In your mind, is it more likely that

TOP SECRET
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usad the words "the Prasidant* or "Presldent Flsenhowar® than

it is that he used soma wuphemism?

Is that correct?

Prond |Sres 2071 3424000

Mr. ltedgman. I balleve that iz so.
Mr. Wides, That i8 your bast racollection?
Mr. Hadgman, That ig my bast racollaction.

HMr. Wides. With regard to what you undarstood your

instructions to be, is it a falr summary to say that your
lustructions ware to detarmine in what way you could uss thsse
agents, with the posslbility that you might think of a bestter
way in your mind, but that if you could usa thsse &Jants to
assassinate Lumumbs in & way which would nct (rplicats thae

United Stateus, that you warwe updsr inatructiona to do ao?

-
>
4
LY
&
-]
a
L

Mr. Hedgman. I would qualify that slightly. I would
qualify it in that in operaticna normally you neaver use greater

force or greater effort than is necassary to accomplish the

T would think, and I think I thought at the time, that
if there were soma way that ha could ba ramoved from a position

of power and threat which wa, most of us thouqht was a thraat

fulnl o ]

“t0 the Unlted States by him, that that would havae basan satis-

-

factory.
Howaver, it was clear that peonls ware thinking i{n taerms
of his physical removal by the squipmant I was glvan, tha

agentsa, the lethal agunts which were glven to me.

10 Farit S, 3.0, Warnemgton DO

Mr. Wides., Wall, ware you not lmpressed with the fact
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that somsone in the Agsncy had jitarally arrived at your door-
;step with lathal means and indicated that the Praslident had

instructed the Agency to diract Lumumba‘'s removal, and that it

Pges (Area FOTS b AODD

wag in that connection that he was arriving with these lethal
moeans?

Mr. limdgman. ©Oh, yes.

Mr. Wides. Well, I take it --

Mr. Hadgman. This was not & common OCCurrsance.

Mr. Wides. I take it you thought yéu had uqthorlty to
use tham, and that had you dons 80 tha naxt day, or vary shortly

thareaftarwarda, that that was clwarly within the autherity

-— wall, off the raecord.

ot

-
"o AP

{Discussion off the rycord.]

Mr. Wides. Subseaquent to your discussion with

[::::::::j}did you saek confirmation of the instructions that

hoe had given you by further communications with tha hgency?

W

Mr. Hedgmap. In my recollection that I sent & massage,

whether 1 identlfied ylnamu or not, 1 do not recall,

1
g but that I asked for soms form of conftirmation that he wasd the

SONF S

'prépur messenqger and that his isstructions ware —-=
“Mr. Nidus. Correct?
Mr. Hedgman. Were corrsct.
Mr. Widas. Did you recalva a rasponse to that messaga?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 == bafore 1 continua, I would say that

S30 Pt Srveet, 3.0, waningon B [4

this is tha best of my rucolluction that 1 sent such a measaqe.
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Mr. Widss. VYea. Wall, sxcusas me, did you --

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot, I cannot affirm absolutely and

positively, but I have a recollection that I sent such a

message.

Mr. Wides. Do you have a fairly strong recollaction that

aftar speaking to because it involved such a momantous

tasus, that you felt in need of some furthsr guldance or
confirmation?

Mr. illedgman. Yes. I waa worried about it.

Mr. Wides. And the most likely coursa for you to hava
taken would have baan to Baek conflrmation hy cable? 1 take
it you don't recall any ruquast in & facs to face sxchange with
any Agancy person for confirmation?

Mr. Hedgman, That's corruct. There was nd faca to face,

other than my discussions with

Mr. Wides. And your recollection, although you ars not

certain, is you sent a cahle sesking conflrmation?

Mr. Hedgman. That's corract.
Mr. Wides. Do you have a recollection of recelving a
_response to that?

Mr. Hedgman. Again, & racollsction, but I balleve 1
rucaived a replf which I intarpretted to mean Yes, that he was
the messsnger and his {inatructions were, wers lsgal inatructions
in the sense of belng -- lugal, of course, would not be a

correct -=

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Wides. Duly authorized?

Mr. Hedgman. Duly authorizad.

Mr. Wides. Now, after you received them, at least after
you recaived that confirmation, 1s it corract that you falt you
had the authority thanceforth to use thesa lathal aqants to
ansanslnzte Lumumba and that had you dons 80 any time thereafter|
it would have besen within the authority of your instructions?

Mr. ledgman. 1 think so, but it is possible, and 1 cannot
I have thought about this a good dsal last night. 1t is possi-
ble that thae instructions may have baan that I was to explore
thase whara availabla, but 1 was to qu tinal contlirmation
peforu -- I cannot bs 100 psrcant surae,.

Mr. Wides. Are you raising that as a possibllity without
any recollection of that at all? Is that what you are doing

in regard to this last statsmant?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I suppose that's it. I don't have a
o
I Eirm recollectlon.

“ Mr. Wides. You don't have any?

H

|

* ¥r. ledgman. I have trisd to dutarmine {n my own mind
i

i-whethsr 1 had an abaolute E{cu hand at that time.

i
" Mr. Wides, Well, let*s take it one step at a time.

H Do you hava any recollection of any messaqa dur ing

yiscusaton with you orf thereaftar in gffact putting a‘

i
t
ﬂ hold, having a sort of a go, no-go, hold on your use of the

polsona? Do you have any rucollection of that?

TOP SECRET
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1 Mr. Hedgman. I do not, but may I add there, I know that

I sent several messzages about potantisl accsrs.

3 Mr. Widas. Yas,

Fogey (hiws JOT) $48-4000
jat]

P Mr. Hedgman. Which makes me think --

Mr. Baron. Potential access to Lumumba?

o

3 Mr, Hedgman. Yws, which makes ma think I was perhaps

9 suppesad to clear it.

8 Mr. Wides. Could those also simply have heen prograss
. g reports, even if there was no hold? C ;
’ 10 Hr. Hedgmapn, That’s possibla, vas. i :
11 Mr. Wides. And do you have a recollection, although not
@ 1o 2 clear one, that in fact you thought it was up to you at that
R .
¥
'E 13 point and that you could 9o, 1f you thoudht the situation was
-
: 14 carrect?

L~ 1% Mr. Hedgman. If I had to decide butween thosa two things,
. 16 I think I probably thought I had it, but I cannot absolutaly

17 % confirm that, sir. |

18 If Mr. 'lﬂdes. I understand that, but'you have some recollac—:
i 19 tion that you thought you had it, and you have no recollaction %
% 201L°§ thinking thera wes a2 hold? You asimply cannot ba, you arwe i
2 P ! not absolutely certain that you thouaght you had & go -ahead, :
g 2y i is that a fair summary of your testimony? E
% 2 Mr. Hedgman. Yes, j think thet wouldd bs corrace.

o% 24 tir. Wides, Now, do you racell, and I am coming back to |
% g tha mgasagus in a moment, do you racall somatima in the ‘
TOP SECRET
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baginning of COctobar, when & wg. Justin O'Donnall-arrivud.at
the Station?
Mr. Hedgman. 1T don't racall the time, but it waa parhaps,

1Lt would have beun about that time.

Mr, Wides., Was it several wesks afteri

arrival?
Mr, Hedgman. I cannot put a timeframe within weeks on it.
I would have guusssd vyas,

Mr. Wides. Was it claarly aEtatIu ]

Mr. Hedgman., Yas.

Mr. Widsa. [ believa vyou indicated to us in preliminary
l aincussLOns that vou had some intimatlen or anticipation that
his arrival -- strike that.

Am I correct that you had some Knowladdge he wias goling to
arrive bafores he appearasd; that is, by name you knew that he
was coming to th; Station before ha actually physically got
theru?

Mr. Hsdgman, 1 belleve thaé ia corrsct.

Mr. Wides., And I baliave yvou Indicated yvestarday in
.prelimipary discussions with us that in anticipating his
arrival, vou had soma impression that ha was to aid in the
removal or the elimination of Lumumba, i3 that corruct?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't ballava -~ I may have misstatad
nyanii 1f I sald that yesterday. I think {¢t was more whan he

arrived that I was advised of that.

TOP SLCRET
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Mr, Widea., I sesn.

Mr. lladgman. Thare may have baan & maessags in that

channel indicating that he was arriving, which would have made
me think that he was related with it. I cannot be certain.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall {ndlcating to us ysstarday
that when he arrived initially ona thought you had was that
parhaps you weras going to ba replaced as Statlon Chief, in your
first job as Station Chief, becauss you had bean draqging your
fmst, or not acting axpaditiously anough on Lumumba?

My, Hadgman. 1 racall saying that yastarday.

‘Mr. Wides. What 1s your recolluctlon today?

Mr. Hadgman. Put it -- may 1 go off the racord a momant?

Mr. Wides. Ywes.

{biscussion off the racord.)

Mr., Wides. Let's go back on the record.

Let mw phrase the quastion this way, Mr. Hedgman: when
¥r. O'Donnell arrived, I take it as a gomewhat junior Station
Chiuf, and in your first job a8 a Station Chiaf, that you

consldersd whethar thers was dissatisfaction with your handling

Hof the job, or the nend for more experianced perscnnal there,

is that correct?

Mr. Hedgman. T think that ls possibly true.

Mr. Widesa. tow, do you recall whether ona of the
thoughts that want through your mind was that parhaps tha

]

Headquarters was, tha Agency was disaatisflad with foot-draqninni

TOP SECRET.
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or the lack of action on your part in implementing

inatructions? Was that ona of the thoughts that went through
your mind as ..far as you can racall?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot say that with certainty now. It
is very posaible,.

Mr. Wides., Do you have any recollaction that that want
through your mind even if you can't be certaln?

Mr. Hedgman. To rupeat, that ha ==

My, Wides. That you thought ~-

Mr. Haedgman. That I thought that they were dissatiaflad
with my handling of that?

Mr. Wides. Decause you had not yet eliminated Lumumba
or takun further steps to do 807

Mr. lledgman. I just can't, I just would like to back off
that one bucause F cannot be certain. I knew that obviously
they had sent a man who had much more sxpsriancs than 1, and
yet it was clear that h# was working - for me, bscause I was
uot relisvad as Chief of Station. Thay would hevur have sant
him there under me and then awitchad the positions.

Mr. Widues. Prior to his coming -- to raturn now to the
pericd when you sent the confirmation, requeat for conflirmation
do you racall slugging 1t back through a partlcular channsl?

Mr. ledgman. Thers was some special channal, and I --
buecauss it was handlad d{fferently than any other normal
mussaqe. For example, it was not put on a regular cable form,

TOP SECRET
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which, you know, you have ssveral coples for your various
files. And it was my rascollection that I parsonally carried
tha massages to the communicator to encrypt, and that was wordad
in a double-talk way that even the communicator would not
necasserily know what it was about,

Mr. Wides. If your communication to the Hsadquarters and
thalr communication back wers in somewhat amblquous tarms,
particularly your cquestion, such as {s the person, is this
parson the Mmessengar, and are his instructions agcurate, and
if the reply was essantially vyes ¢to both questiona, how would
that have sssurad you that his lnvocation of Prasidential

authority was accurates, or =ven his lnvocation ¢f the authority

of the Diractor wag accurate without your indlecating in your
cable in some way what the Instructions werae?

Mr. Hedgmap. I suppose that -- I doubt that I would have
indlcated in the cable ths authority clted bucsuse of the
nature of the instructions. Perhaps I was much more naive then
than many of us are now, but I assumad when 1 received instruc-
tions that they cama, thuy were duly authorizasd inatructions.

‘ It was clear.that ths man -=- I had recelvad the massaqge
that somecue wasd going to contact me with ipstructions, which
was most unususl. I mean, why weren't thay sent in writing,
in cther worda, by cable or hy dispatch. hAnd it arriyad. and

it arrived, & man whom I recoqaized as an AGancy officer, and

he gave me instructions. I want bhack through this vary spuclal

TOP SECRET




TOP SECRET
channle and said, you know, 1 don't remambar how I worded it

it was a doublatalk thing, but I came away, I wam convinced that

yes, it was right. . l

Pgnn (Arts FOT) Phs 400D

Now, there is no way I could know or bes absolutely certain|
if those lnstructions emanated from the President, but I, I took
this perhaps as an act of falth. i

Mr. Wides, 1 understand.

When you Wurleé dimcussing with during hls stay

of a day, parhaps ons OF two days, what elss can you racall was
discussed by ths two of you?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't have a recollectlon. I prohably

wanted to know about where my various friends were and what was

happening and the sort of gossip that gcas arocund.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall any discussion as to whatherx

“mald & PRUL

Mr. Bissell was witting of this particular miasion or instruc-

tion?

Mr. Hedgman. I cannot be cgrtain of that. I think I
would have agsumed.

Mr. Wides, Not belng certain, what is your best racolluc-

Todod

ag to whather his nams cama up in raqgard to the lnatructionp?
HEY
#r. Hadgman. T have no racollaction whather his nama

up. Curtainly I would have assumed that he would have

g Wearhimgren, OO

involved, and it i3 sntirely possible that his name didn't

830 F vt MRy, S

r., Wides. Do you rucall any othsr nameas coming up besid

|
up. 1
)
i
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the refersncs to ths white Housae and possibly the axprass

ruferunce to the Diractor, poasibly?

Mr. Hadgman, I don't palieve s0.

P - ¢ |Rras 0T o SO00

Mr. Widss. Do you recall Mr. Twgady's namwe coming wpf
Mr. Hadgman. No, I do not. But it is entirely possible
that it did, in that he was my direct chiaf.
Mr, Wides. Do you recall any cothar aspscta of the
& iscussion, whether relatad to the mission of not, in regard to

what his job was, what he was doing at that tima, your preoblaems

in the Congo, or Mr. Lumumba‘s particular threat?
Mr. jledgman. 1 probably discussed with him what I aaw to
| be a very sevara threat, sarious thrsat, I ahould say, to

[
U.S. position in Africa. It was my belief that the Soviets wure

mking a major affort to secure a hridgehead, toO taks over one

. . -
waRD 8 PAUL

of the two or threas largesat, anid potentially richast countries

{in Africa.

h
;
|

; reqgqarding acCe33 that you then had? Now, 1 am raferring to your

M. Widus. Do YOou recall anything regqarding any diacussich

P

ot
'

11 -
h dlscussions with i the way of agaonts you might

i
V. yse who might be able to pravent attribution to Amsrican and
b

|

[ |
Q so forth? ‘
1

Mr. ladgman. I have & rucolluction, 1 hava a recollaction

. wahengror, DL F0003

-4
h that | cited onw agent's name, O perhaps not name, hut w

)
4
1 d escribed him as a psrson who would have accass.

236 Foyt Serest, SEL
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Mr., Hedgman. To probably have accasz to =-- cartainly
would have access to Lumumba, and might be able to use such

agents.

Mr. Wides. Was thetre any discussion of instructing this

agant how Onw would go about instructing the &sgent to use the

lathal aganta between yoursaelf nnd[ 7

Mr. Haedgman. Prohsbly, but I cannot be surs of that,
bescause I would -~ I know I d4ld not know how to uss them, 80
1 muet have asked how ¢0 usa tham.

Mr, Widses. Do vou recall subsequent to your == lat me

go back,

How would you charsctarize, or Lf you can ramamber tha

substance of what you sald, what was your rasponis tQ

having been given these instructions, having been taken

gomewhat aback, according to your testimony, having asked about

authority and having been assured that it cams from the White

liousae, what wes the asgsenca of the responss that you gave

-

khat he would have brought back to Headduartars himself?

Mr. ledgman. I think that it was that I would explore,
"and agaln I-am-sayinq T think, that I would axploxre this.

Mrp. Wideus, Did you give him any indicaticn that you would
not carry out the inastructions?

Mr. Hludgman. No, ! don't believe I sald that. Rut 1
believe 1 pointed out that lt was -- it would bas extramaly

dfficult to carry out thuse instructlions, meeting the criteria

TOP SECRET
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that we could no way be traced back to the United Statas.

Mr. Wides. Would it be a fair summary that he laft the

muating -- well, You can't teastify for hiﬁ == that it would

Smamy |Rns JOTE Shs-4500

have basn reasonable for him to laave the masting with the

impression that ycu would, if possible, carry out those

instructiona?

Mr. Hedgman. I couldn't spaculate as to whaethar he thought
1 would or not.
' Mr. Widass., Dut would that hava besn & faly impression
for him to take away from your commants?

Mr. Hedgman, I think it would bs a fair impression that
he would take away the thought that I was qgoina to look into
it and try and flqure 4f thara was a way, but 1 do ramambar --
1 shouldn't say remember == 1 hellave I stressed tﬁa difficulry

of trylng to carry out such an oparation!

Mr. Wides. But since he had given you ipatructions that

\

ithe President wanted this, would it have baen falr for him to

{carry away from your conversation the undarstanding that if

i
Pou thought it could be dona, 1f you found a way, that it would

600 3

_Lthun go forward, you would then go forward?
Mr. Hedgman. Yas.
as I said earlier, I cannot be certain that I == that
hs would have gone away with tha idea that I would immediately

do 1t, or that I would suek further authorization.

|
i

E10 Faryt Steeer. § €. woahangen, B O H

Mr. Wides. HNoOw, subsequant to the sanding of the raquast [
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for confirmation, and the receipt of tha cable which you have

& recollection of, both confirming the {natructions, what

furthar steps did you take in the Congo, and what further
communlcations did you have with Headquarters reqarding the
mission?

Lat's take that ones step at & tima.

What further Bteps did you take prior to Mr. O'Donna}l§

!

coming?

Mr. lladgman. 1 balieva that 1 quaried the agent who head

l

'

.

access to Lumumba, and his sntourage, in detail about just whatl

that access, what access ha actually had, as opposad to spcakin@
to people. In othur words, did ha have accysn to tha bathroom,l
did he hava accwess to the kitchan, things of that acort.

{ have a recollection of having queried him on that HlthOuL
specifying why I wantad to know this.

Mr. Wides., Did you take any other steps to find out the

pattarn of patrice Lumumba's activities as they might relate
to attempting to put theds luthal agents into food or toothpaste?

Mr. Hadgman. That's what I, in essuence, 1 think what I

i was doing there was -- but without apeclfying why.
LY

b
i
Mr, wides. pid you recall any other steps? What did you

do with the materials themselvas?
Mr. Hadgman. As I rucall, I placed thum in tha hottom
drawer of my safe, to which I had access.

Mr. .Mides. No one elaa had the comblnation, Or did anvont

TOP SECRET
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elss have the combination to the safe?

Mr. ledgman. Yes, I belleve my secratary had the

combination.

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss this with your secretary?
Mr. lHedgman. I most cartainly did not.

Mr. Wides. Was she in the habit of occaslonally opening

tha safe rathur than yoursalf?

Mr. Hedgman. Yas.

Mr. Wides. Wwhat would hava happensd, or what ﬁ}d you
anticipate would happen, if ahe harl opened the safe and seen
thuse packagasa?

¥r. Hudgman. Well, 1 ballave they wera probably wrapped
or ssalad in an anvelops Or paper marked probably -- I put that.
and this is again probably —-- Lyes only., so for mysalf --

Mr. Widas. You didn't feel it nacessary to-indicntc to

her that thers werd somsa packages here and 1 don't want you to

cpen them or to lock at them?

Mr. lledgman., If I sealed it and put Fyes Only on it,
she would not have.

Mr. wid?s. nid you send subsequent cables hack or havg
i
i further communication with Headquarters after the requast for
conflrmation?

Mr. Hadgman, Yes. It §s my recollection I sant savaral,

two or thras, aomething like that.

Mr. Wides. What was the suhstance of each of thosa?

TOP SECRET




YOP SECRET

Mr. Hedgman. 1 cannot give you the substance, I belliave
they wWere in the nature of prograss reports.

Mr. Wides. With ragard to your finding an access?

Prarg {Aras 207 3485000

Mr. lladgman. Yas,

Wides. Do you recall any cables hack from Headquarters
first one indicating the affirmation?
Mr. Hadgman. I belleve thare wab. 1f I had to bet money i
on this onm, I would say, I would bat on the fact that thera
was &t least ona Or two more back to ma .
My. Wides, What is your best recollection &8 to'the
natura of those?

Mr. Hadgman. I don't really hava a racollectlion.

rucall. that tharas wWas ons mor«, than one cable, more than

waSD & PauL’

two cables, the one saying that there is tha man coming, and

thers was the one which 1 recall saying yes, that's riqhﬁ.

and you are to follow out his instructions or his instructions

1

2 are duly issued or something to the effect. and [ balieva there
; ) .

| was ona, one Or two Other cablas, but 1 don't have & racollsctiolh

of thalir contents. Probably quarying for further mxplanation,

fal=1:0 ]

!

but 1 capnot confirm that. ‘
Mr. Wides., Let me ask you the following quastion: Yyou l

have indicatad that, 1 Bulliave you have tastifiad, and corract \

me if I am wrong, but I have a racollection that you at the tima

210 7 ent Seeewl, S L, Weavhongten, oc

thought you had the authority to go ahead with the use of the

lethal agaents Lf you thought it could be dona within the quidsliLen
i

TOP SECRET

R




TOP SECRET
givean you. You have raised tha possibility, although you have

no Tacocllection, that thare might have basn & hold and a naed

for furthar approval.

P geng { s s TOF) 042000

i Is it fair to say that you undarstood that thls was well
]
inyond the exploratory stage as a concalvable option that thes U.35]
might taks, and that you understood ‘that from the highest
;uuthority, that 18 the Praesidant, thers wera instructions

t¢ carry out the assassination of Lumumba if it couid be dona

!uithout attribution, but that lesdquartars might have expected
iisoma indication from you of how you wars golng to do it prior
i:to thas actual implemantation? I8 that a falr aummary of what
|
b

fiyou are talling us?
{

Mr. Haodgman. Will you repsat that? <Could ahe --

LAD‘& [ "luu_

Hr. Wides. That you hsd raceivead instructions from thes
higheat authority., that 1s tha President, down through'the Agency.
if that i3 possible, bucauss of their concern about Mr. Lumumba

1lto use lethal agents to assassinate him, hut that you might have
3 .

;yau had recaived the authority to do that, and thers was a
I

;fdirection to do it 1f possible, but that you might hava sent back
! 1

i‘ .
;?to Headquartsra, in quarded language, an lndication of how you ;
i

|
:Iwara going to g0 about it, or that you had decided that it could
il

be dona in a faasible way hafore goinn ahaad with {¢.

2:{!
233 Is that a falr summary?

LY ‘ Mr. Hudgmaﬂ. I think probahly that I would hava gone back

Q10 ¥ eyt Sreeet, 3.6 Wbeagton, D.C. 2000

25 and advised that I Iintended to carry out and sought final
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approval before carrying it out had I besen golng to do {t, had

there besn a way to do it. I did not see it as & practical, s&s

a mattar which could be accomplished practically, caertainly.
Mr, Baron. As far as you wara concarnsd, tha policy

dacision had bssn madse at Headquartars and in ths Whita House

te assadsinate Lumumba, and ths questicns that remainsd warse
operational queationsa, ls that correct?
Mr. lisdgman. It is now my racollection, some £i{tewun

yoars latar -- and again I stress fiftsen years -- that 1

theught the polley dacision had been mada in the White tHousae,

not in tha Agqency, and that ths Agancy had been selected as
tha Executive Agunt, 1f you will, to carry out a political
decislon,
Mr. Baron. And any further communication --
Mr, Wides. Excuse ma, plaasa.
And the political decision was {f possible he should ba
aliminated?
Hr. Hdadgman. As a thraat,.
Mr. Wides. As a threat.
Hedgman., Assassination belng one means,
Wides. That had bean approved?
Hadgman. Of achievipng == I felt at the time --
Wides. hs a policy matter?
Mr. #Hadgman., Yas. [ thought at the time, yes, that it
had bean approved. That la my recollaction, ves.

TOP SECRET |
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Mr. Baron. So any further communications that you would

have had, as you mentioned a moment ago, to seax approval from

Headgquartars would have beaen approval for the spacific opaerations
modas that you would usa to carry out the proqram?

Mr. Heddman. I think that's probably the case, sir.

Mr. Wides. And ls it correct you ara indicating in that
regard your estimation now of what your /likaly course of acFiOn i
would have hesn in terma of how you would have proceaded, glvan
your situation there, is that correct?

Mr. Hedgman., I don't understand, sir.

Mr. Wides. 1In terms of checking -- wall, you indlcated
you think now you probably would hava checked back befora going
ahaad?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes.

Mr. Wides. Is it correct to say that that is your

astimation now of how you would have dscidad to proceed, but

that is not nscassarily your {nstruction that you had to check l

that, bacause I think you indicated bafore you had no recol~

i
lection that you felt your ipstructions waras to check back beforj
|
!

‘golng ahead?
Mr. lwdgman. I am not sura that. 1T said that. 1 don't
know for surws that I had an ahsoluts freadom.

Mr. Wides. I underatand, TDut you gaid before, LI I am

correct, that you had no recollaction of a requirement to ao

back?

TOP SECRET




Bowgne |Bina FOTH W04 4000

-
wARD & Phyy,

.

-ieib ]

410 eyl Srrent. $ L. wpitungron, D.C

TOP SECRET

Mr. Hedgman. There i & difference betwesn ‘not having &

racollection and being sure.
Mr . I understand.

Widas. And you sald that you di{d have

a recollection, although you aren't certain, that you t;lt.”

10

11

12

15

16

17

Y

19

frea to qb ahasad, whatsvar you might have dons in terms of
your personsl decision of how to proceed?
Mr,

Hadgman., ¥ think I said that I thought ths policy

decision had been made at the political level and thét ¢he Agency

had besn instructed to neutrslizs, to removae from position of

power or whatever position of threat, Lumumba -~ 1 am pot

fencing with you.

Mr. wWides. No, I undarstand.
; .
With regard to./Mr. O'Donnall’s arrival, what did has

¥

v indicate to you was his mission whan he arrived?

Mr. Hadgman. I understocd it to he that =-- similar to

 mine, that is the removal or neutralization of Lumumba., I am
ﬁ not sure what wording ha would have usad. 1

] My, Wides. DRid he diacuas ¥ th you the possibllity of

| assassinating Lumumba?
H
E\ Mr. Hedgman. T can -- I have no clear racollaction of
i nis discussing the assassination. I know that -- 1 have a

fairly 9cod recollewction that he was there for the ramoval of

i Lumumba, Whethor the word asgassipation, whethsr the word =-

Mr, Wides. Do you have &ny rscollaection of digscussing

with Justin O’'Donnell the practicallity and the morality ganaral}y
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him?

of assassinatlon as an Agsncy activity?

Mr. ladgman. As an Agancy activity, 1 am not sure.

Cartainly, and in that specific case I balieva that I did

Higcuss wilth him the practical problems {nvolved in carrylng

out such an operation.

Mr. Wides. Such an oparation baing the asgassination of
a political figurae?

Mr. Hedgman. Yo8. aspassination or &ny other ramoval
from powaer, becausa Wa did not have the -~

Mr. Wides. I am not sure i1f your testimony is you do
racall discussing, among othar things, assassination with

o

Justin O'Donnell or that you den't recall dincussing it wlth

Mr. Hadgman. I cannot affirm that I discuased this, but

1 assume I must have discussed it. I dlacussed, for axample,
the gquaestion of access.

Mr. Wides. 1 take it then that you hava no racollaction

i
. ) {
of his indicating to you oOne wWay or tha othwer whether ansasslnaﬂ
i
tion was an option that he was considering? g

|

Mr. ledqman. No, 1 don’t. .
Mr. Wides. As a way of aliminating Lumumba? i

Mr. tladgman. I think I, since, in view of my instructions

1 may have assumed that he was dolng this,

conversation that he had had with Mr. nisgull regarding

TOP SECRET
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1 {assassination of Mr. Lumumba?

Mr. Hadgman. I do not recall his dincuasinq-that with

Brgas (Ares 0T S84 G000
b

4 Mr. Wides. aAnd do you recall ever indicating to him that

5 there was a virus or othar dasadly blologlcal agent in the

6 safa?

7 Mr. tedgman. I do not recall that, no, but I gather that

] I must hava from what vou told ma yaaﬁerday.

9 Mr. Dawiacn. You stataé yeataerday, I balievae --
] 10 Mr. Wides., Excuse me.
. 11 Let ms just on the ;ecord clarify that.
@ s 12 o you mean by that if.Mr. O'Dom\e‘li tustified you did
f 1% || tall him you'would not dispute that, you fust have no recollac- %
K :
E 14 { tion?
. 15 Mr. Hedgman. I have no rscollection.
r-. 16 Mr. Dawson. You sald yestarday vou not only wure
17 qncnthuslnstic about it, T beliave were the terms you usead,
¢ about the prospect of sesking éolassassinata Lumumba, but I :
2 19 | thought you also said that D‘Donnullﬁwas not particularly }
i 20 u'anthuslaatlc ahout his work therw alther? i 1
o * L
i 21 Mr, Hedaman. Yas.
<
5 By I would put it yas, his work thars. 1 cannot pin it
§ oo | down fo assassination as such, although certainly in 'my awn
’? 24 mind T tnink I must have thought that at tha time. T didn’t,
% a5 | wes not suthusiastic about these imatructions, and I had !
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no == had the impression he wa®s not that happy even +0 be

thera.

Mr., Widas. You said yesterday, I belleve you said you

Pgoae (Avde MOT ShA-DHODY

felt under no pressure to carry out the aselgnment, is that

& corract statament?
Mr. Hedgman, Yeah. I donr't recall gatting messagas to
the sffact, which qulte often one gats whon you hava beean glven

instructions to carry out a spacific operation, you know, lat’'s

h&va the 1nformat10p, what ara yvou dolng, why aren't you doing
more? I do not recall pressura on ma to et moving on this
thing and do it and carry it out.

Mr. Widas. You indicated a mémant ago, I think, in

connaectlion with Mr. O'Donnwll coming and your gensral wonderinn

o
2
3
‘e
& .
a
L]

€

at the time of his approval, whethar there was dlssatisfaction

Nwa

with your performance that the Congo had become a cantral area

o f focus for the government and thelr concarn ovar its futurae

and Soviet inturvention and so forth, is that riqghe?
Mr. Hedgman. ¥Yes. I knaw -- wall, of coursa by the

time that Mr., O'Donnell arrived, the Soviet intervention was,

f -

000}

8 hall we say, limited, if I recall correctly, only to the north

b

DC

and northeastarn part of the country, because the Soviets had
baan axpulled.
My, Wides, I meant in the larqar sanse of Soviet influsnc

or Communlist influsnce wventually in the country?

30 Forgt Stewan, & 6. vepremgron,

Mr, Hadgman. Yas.
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Now, let's see. Would you repat that?

Mr. Wides. Wall, the sssence of tha question is simply

that at thias tima, by late Septembar, esarly Octobar, the Congo

Bogms (Adna TOT) 404508

was an arsa of great concern to tha United Statss governmant?

Mr. Hedgman. Corract.

Mr. Wides. Thers was a ganaral sense of urgency about
the problams?

Mr. Hadgman. That's corract.

Mr. Widea. The potentizl problems, and you had qotten
the upusual communication, a direct personal messenger, that
tha Prasident of the United Statss had instructed tha Agency

to eliminate Lumumba?

Mr. Hedgman. Right,

P
3
]

LY
a

a
a

a
]

Mr. Wides. HMow, 1 find it a little hard to understand
in that context how vyou would have regarded, how you could have
ragarded it 23 not a highe-priorlity ltem with some urgsncy
iavolved.

Mr. Hedgman. Well, cartain19”1t was a prierity, but

there wera many priorities, and that was ons of my problams

o003

‘at ths timu, that I was gwampad with work, a little blt 1likae
you with four peoples calling you heta.

Mr, Wides. Wall, would you have rated this on a comparabl
level wlth various intelliqenca requirements that you would have

got in the normal coursa?

S10 Funt Strget. BB Wwavhamgion, UG

Mr. lisdgman., No, I would have -- but there warse & number

TOP SECRET




gy {Aegs TOT) 548000

4
3
N
-
a
2
8
4
J

oG h

A0 F ot Steant, b €. W pRegion [ E

TOP SECRET
of othar requiremants which were laviad on me which we ars not
digcussing and ia not in the purview of this discusslion today.
I think thars was oﬁa maior thing probably which took some of
| the heat off, that is, that Lumumba had been assentially
|Enautrulizud within his office complax, home and office complex
wWhars he wad undsr guard by the Unlted Natlons,

lm was able to sand messages out, but tha -- thare had
basen a coup d'atat, at lwsast there was & coup rd'ata on the
night of the ld4th of Septembar, 1%60. A government which was,
| although nationalistically orientad seemad relativaly friendly
toward the United States, was in powsr. There wad a4 graeat deal
of discugsion as to lts legality at the time, but that was
rusolved by the United States and moat of the Wasterpn powsrs
who decided tha¢ it was leqgal since tha govermment, since once

President Kasavubu appointed the members ¢of that govarnment,

his government, ha was the lagal Chlef of Statae.

-850 1 would =~~ do you follow what I am trying to say?
Mr, Wides. Yes, I do.
Mr, lladgman. I think there was a lessening in my own
;'fuulinq, of urgency.
tr. Wides. Each time thaf you sent a cabla hack ~- you
sald you thought you had sant several after tha request for
conflrmation --
Mr. Uadgman. 1 think I did.

Mr. Widus., Was that simply somathing you mads up, or did

TOP SECRET




TOP SECRET

that reflect additional action that you had taken?

Mr. Hedgman. HNo, it was not a fabricated messaaes. In

othar words, @ didn't fabricate things.

Pooed [Ares 202}

Mr. Widas. Did it just reflect furthar thoughts, or
did it reflect a report on some further steps you had taken?
Mr. Hedgman. I think probably, and 1 cannct be sure of
this, sir, I think it prohably raflacted furthor.steps,yhlch
I had_takan: that is, exploratory steps, |

Mr. Wides. How many times did you apesak to the agent about

what kinds of access he had, and what Lumumba's patterns ware?
Was it on more than ons occasion?

Mr. Hudgman. I believa Bo. I bulleve it would have baen

LLEVIN

f
¢
‘ on two, possibly threas.
;

Mr, Wides. What other ateps or activities had you

wmakd s

undertakan which were reported ln your cablae?

Mr. Hedgman. I think that was it. Quarying him, and

| then persconal obsesrvations of ths area.
i :

} "
Mr, Wides. ©Did you indicate to/Mr. O'Donnell.what you

had done in that ragard when he came?

Mr. Hedgman. I assuma I did, buv I cannot be sure.

Mr, Widus. And do you racall --

Mr. Hedgman. I mean, it would have besn normal for

to have done so.

My, Widas. Do you rucall discussing with him

trip?
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Hedgman. I don't recall it, but I assuns I must

Mr. wides. Why do you assume you must hava?

P [Rsds 20T THALDOG

Mr. Hedgman. Decause you told me yestarday that he
tastified that I had told him I had blological agants i{n wmy

safa.

Mr., Wides, And you think you would have told him the

additlional background of raceipt of those? Is that it?

Mr. Hadgman. I balieve so.
My, Wides, Did vou taka any steps in the way of discus-
gions with the agunt you mentionad, or any other steps, to

furthaer woxplore the possibility of lmplamenting these instruc-

\UL

HaAD &4

tions onca Mr. O’Donnelljarrlved?
f
Mr. Hedgman. I do not recall. I tend to doubt it, becauss
I beliave he left, left town and want €0 Stanlayville, ths
agent I am speaking about, sometime in Octoher. But that's --
Mr. Widea., Did yvou feel some sensa of relief of not

having to pursue the quastion of eliminating Lumumba after

‘Mr. O'Donnell arrived because you sort of felt that this was

20003

‘his speclal assignmant?

Mr. Hledgmap. Probably. But on tha othar hand, 1 was
1 tha genlor -- 1 was not the senior officer, but 7 was tha
commanding officer, if you will, and anything that tock placa

| was also my rasponsibility.

dih ¢ e Steaet, L. wehrwrton, DL

Mpr. Widas. What did vou know of what he tried to do with
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reagard to aliminating, he beinq:O'Donnellplin regard to
sliminating Lumumba? :

Mr, Hadgman. It is hard to recall now. I know we mat.
He probably reported verbally to ms what steps he was taklng,
and that may have been those, his raports may haves buan those
masnaged also which I sent. I sald I thought I sant saveral
mesgungos via that spacial channsl, and in ratrospact, I may
have bwen reporting one of thosa massadqes, thay may hava besan
raports which he gaves me to send back to Washington.

Mr, Wides. Well, lst me -ask you this: I have reviewad,
and 1 can represant to you that I have reviewad savaral files
ragarding his activitiass ip the Congo, and thay lnclude in ths
normal mgssagqe traffic, between Lacpoldville and the Congolese

desk at the Agancy, refarsnces to him in his crypt, and his

activities there. Did that suggest that --

Mr. Hedgman. lla's --

1
[
Mr. Widas. There might he othar, there mlight ba, .are 1

You saylng thers might alsc be maéséqus reqarding his activities
in the special ghannal, or would that suggast to you that his
-activities ware not communicated in the spacial channaely

Mr. Huadgman, It dosspn’'t suqgest elither one, really.
am again not trying to funce with you or anythint. I don't
know, 1 would gussa that T would have sent in a apecial
channsl anything dealing with Lumumba, at least that would

touch upon his removal in one way or anothar,

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Wides, Doas the érypt JMOGRE mean anything to you?

Mr. Hadgman. No, sir,

Mr. Widas. Do you recall a tims whan ‘Hr. n‘Donnailihad

L

an agent coma into the Condgo to assiast him iﬁ nis afforts?

Mr. ledgman. I had not remembaresd that until yestarday
when you ralsed {¢t.

Mr. Wides. Do you now have a recolleactian, refreshed, of
his having somsons coma in?

Mr. Medgman. A vagus recollaction, very vaguse.

Mr. Wides. Do you recall where the person cama from, or
whather he was a CIA officer, or just a contract aqent?

Mr. ftedqgman. From the nams you used for him yestarday,
I would know that he would be an agunt as opposed to an
1ntalligenc§ officer.

Mr. Wides. But you have no indepandent recollaction of

who heé was or where he was from or his background?

Mr. Hedgman. ¥o. I had forgotten that entirely.
Mr. Wides. Beo you recall a time when you learned that

Patrice Lumumba had ascaped from his house detention or arrest

| o
i n ths Presldential Palacae?

Mr. Hudgman. Yes, It was not the Palace, the Prima
Miniater's residence.
Mr. Wides. The Prime Minlstaer®s residenca.

And do you recall whether you had any foreknowledge that

that was imminent, or a likely possibility?

TOP SECRET




Mr. Yedgman. Ho, I did not recall that, Hs did not -~

it 444 not seem likely, sincs the éntire arss was surrounded

by Congolesa troops.

By [hiws POFY Wb 4000

Mr., Widea. Do you know of any assistancs or ifnvolvement

t ! .
of HMr, O'Donnallfor his agent or anyone eldae connactad with the

iStatiOn in Mr. Lumumba's escapa from tha detantion?
1
Mr. laedgman., 1 am gulite certalin that tharse was no Agency

involvamant in sny way, bwcause I think T would == I am convipcad

I would have known it as Chlaf of Station.

Q'Donnull could not have takeﬁ auch actlon under normal
Agancy procedures without consulting me.
1 Mr. Wides. Now, i3 it correct that when he ascaped, Mr.
Lumumbha tried ¢o journey ¢o the Stanleyvills ragion whers his

following was the strongest, and that along ths way, en route,

WABD & Fady

%
|
|

he was apprehended by the Cuantral Congolese goverpment authori-

ties and brought back under arrest, first to Leopoldvillae.

{8 that correct?

#r. Hedgman. That's correct,

Hr. Widas, And this happened some time In the parlod of
\
Hr. Hadgman. Late Novambur.
Mr, Wides. And to your Knowledqga or information that you
might have, was thers any CIA assistance providad in any
i signlficant way for trackinq him down and tha affores to

rucaptura hilm?

450 Forst Srroe, S8 wpanengton DL JODLY
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Mr. Hadgman., HNo.

I beliavo as we said yoesterday, you asked ma if T had a
plane and did spotting or anything of that sort. No, wa did notl

Mr. Wides. Or providing any other resources or intelii-
gents information or guidance of any sort?

Mr. Hadgman. Wa had no intelliqgenca information.
Guidance, as I said, I racall beinq witﬁ. I believe, Congolese
o fiicers to the effect that  they ware trylng to flgure ocut how

te hasad him off, a discussion about thaera ware only & certain
numbar of farries and river crossings whare the roads -- you
know, thara were a limitad number of roada, and he had to qo
through deap rain forests and major rivers ware crossed,
. I may have commanted. I don't know for sura.

Mr. Wides. But you would not charactaerize your activities
as providing any assistance to the Congolase to locate him, or
would you?

Mr. lHedgman. I honestly, I don't think it -~ if it was
any assistance, certalinly not a major assistance.

Mr. Widas. Do you racall any communication with the
. Agancy whils Mr. Lumumba was at ;arqa priocr ¢o vour trip to
Rome, which I will get to in a moment, ahout his escape or, I'm
sorry, about your provision of any assistancs or coopsrating
with -=

Mr. Hadgman. I don't recall.

Mr. Wides. =~ thus Congolesas governmant?

TOP SECRET
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Mr, Hadqmnn; I am cartain I sent cables zhout what I knew

about lt, about what I would dather from things. 1 may have

commented about what might have been done to head him off.

Brgme | eaa FOF) AL 4H00

{ Mr., Widesa., Would thoss havea been in the normal channaels,

A!those communications?

% #Mr. Hedgman. Yes. I would assuma they would have bean.
t

iRamqmbor, we ares at that time -- I ashould stress this, this makes

i

qulte & differance -- our communications facilitliss wars marginal,

to say the lsant, and we did not havs ths modarn aquipmant whieh!
¥
is now usad in most Stations, embaselaes, whare you just sit (

down and poks it out. And I won't go lnto the technical aspacts,

Ags a result, I kapt my massages much shorter than what

4
2
&
-
']
3
L]
4
JE

! would nowadays. So, I presums and assume that I sent whatever,

intelligence I could gathsr on what was happsning.

Mr. Wides. Was theore a tima in Novembsr when ¥ou want
to Rome for a mesating with Mr, Bissuell and Mr. Twaeedy?
Mr. Hedgman. That's corract.

¥r. Widas. And Bromson Tweady and Richard Bisssll?

Jo00)

Nedgman. That's correct.
vildes. And thias took placa at
itudgman. That's corract.
Wides. Tha meetlng?

tHledagman. Yas.

A0 Fornt Sidewt, 3 £ Wakiegion OO

Widea. And Mr. Xaramesslpnews, Thomas Karamessinaes, was
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Mr. Hedgman. lle was.
Mr. Wides. Was he present for soms of the discussions, or
only for the gensral, tha social --
Mr. Hedgman. I balieve ha was preaeﬁt at the genaral

ra
discusalona that we had.

Mr, Wides. Do you recall --
Mr. ledgman. 1 know he was thers part of the evening.
l'rhls took place at his homs a8 opposad to tha offics.

Mp. Wides. And part of the discussion and tha main focus
was with regard to the Congo, was on the fact that Lumumba was
on the loose, and it wasn't clear whuther he would inclta an
uprising?

Mr. Hadgman. I would say it was more claarly a complete
pverview of what was going on, including the threat of the

Tshombe secassion. Of cartainty, Lumumba's escape would have

besn a major point of discussion, ar was éha fact that fizenas
.had st up & govarapment which ha claimad to ba the only true and
legitimate government in Stanleyvilla.

Mr. Wides. Was Mr. rumumba onz of the topicy that you

\

racall discussing?
Mr., Hesdgman. I'm quite cartain that wa did, hut 1 mean -~
Mr. Wides. This would have been because he was on the

at that point?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes.
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Mr. Wides. And had not baen captured and was a potential
threat?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes.

1 had asked not to leave to attend the maeting. My
recollacticn ia 1 ssnt a massaga saying that in my opinion 1
should not laave the Congo at that time.

Mr. Wides. [ know that wa havae had a 1ittle more chancs
to think about it. Can you racall now any discusnion at that
mesting rsgarding Lumumha's possible assassination, sither

prospectively or with.rafaeranca back to your sariier cables to

leadquarters and your. maeting wit@
N

Mr. lledgman. HNo, I cannot.

Mr. Dawscn., This mesting was a maatint of the African

Station Chiafs, was it nat?

15 Mr. Hadgman. Yaes. I don't know whethar all ware there,

16 Yo r the majority, but cartainly a numbsr of them wers thars.
|

1?\%But. they weras not present at tha evaning meating.

|

i .
1y Mr. pawaon. No. T understand that.

Mr. ledgman. 1 was given sort of a spacial traatment,
}?into awe him, and then I could laave.

mr. Wides. Did you usver have any discussions with
Bronaon TwWeudy regarding the assassination of Lumumba . whare both
tha assansination, the gquastion of assassination, the quastion
uf assassination in rmlation to Lumumba cama up, aither in the

fall of '60 or later 1960 or later on?
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Mr. Hedgman. I must assuma that we did, but 1 cannct he
cartaln of that.

Mr. Wides. I think you indicated to uas yestarday you
recalled talking with Bronson Twaady in regard to Lumumba and
Baying 1n affuct that, thank God nothing was sver dons. And I
thought the implication was --

Mr. Hedgman. [ think I probably, I sasid I probably said
that sort of thing, but to racall a spaclf{c maating and
conversation on this'subjact. I am not sure that I sald that.

Mr Wides. Would you say you have no racollection of
diescussing assassination of Lumumba with Nronson Twaady?

Mr. Hedgman. 1 have a vanus recollection of saying, vou
know, sSomathing to the effect that {t was a 4yood thing we
didn't, but I can't be --

Mr. widus."You can't place it, but you have some racol-
lection that you had such a discusaion?

HMr. Maedgman. I think so, sir. fut this is a pratty
vague thing in my mind.

Mr. Wides, aAnd can you recall when you think that
happaned? 1 don;t mean by apacific date, bhut that {3 the period-
in question or much later on?

Mr. Hedgman. Prohably latsr on, but I don't know. That's
4 GueHY,

HMr, Wides. Do vou recall svaer having a discussion

Mr. Alssall regarding ie?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. limdgman. To what?

Mr. Wides. With regard to the assassination of Lumumba?

Did that particular quustion ever coma Gp in discussions that
you had with Mr. Bisssll elthar ddrinq the avants which we have
been discussing or after ths eventsa?

Mr. Hedgman. ©Of couraa, I didn't see Mr. Bissall very
often. I saw him {::::::] and I naxt saw him whan I reaturned
in lats January of 1961, whan I returned to the States. I CannOté
recall such & conversation, but I think it is possibla, parhaps
avan likely.

Mr. Wides. But you have no recocllactlon?

Hr. Hedgman. Ho, sir.

Mr. Wides., Would the samu bas true with regards to Mr.
pulles, that you have no recollection, although it is possible?

Mr. Hadgman. Yes.

Mr, Wides. Do you recall --

Mr. Hedgman. I 54; ﬂr. Dulles aven lass often.

- Mr, Wides. Do you recall discussing the fact that you

had received i{nstructions to try to assassinate Lumumba with

-PBlrector Schleainger in 197737

Mr. Hedgman. [ believa it was at that time that T spoke
to him, because whan he took ovar, either he or “r. Colby {gauad
s request for any information whlch would, activities conductesd
or considared, what have you, by the Agency, which would appaar

illegal.

[

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Wides. Do you think that was the time, but YOu have

relate this, relate the fact of thess inatructions to Diractor
Schlesinger?

Mr. Wedgman. I think it was Schlssinger. It could have
been Colby, but 1 balleve it was Sehlasinger, or 1 may have

told both of tham.

ws havae discussed slready --
Mr. Daron. What exactly did you tell Schlasinqer as far

as you can recall that now?

#r. Hedqman. That, toO the affect that 1 felt that 1 had
received lnstructions to assasginate Lumumba.

Mr. Baron. You dida’'t mentlion the msans by which this
was to be carried out?

Mr. Hedgman. I douht it, but I don’'t know.

Hr. Wides. Do you recall mentioning the Presidential
euthority? -

Mr. Hedgman. I think that I did.

#r. haron. YOu say you may have discussed it with both
Sehlesinger and Colby. that would have baen a discussion that
would have taken place subsequantly with Colby when he bacame
LC1?

04 Mr. Hedgman. Well, of coursws Colby was Fxecutive Direc

2b! under Mr. Schlesinqger. Colby could hava bean in the room when

OP SECRET -

1 1

a definite recollection that in any avent you did at soma polint

o]

Mr. Widas. Other than those two fqentlemen and tha people i
i

|
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I reported to Schlesinger. It is silly that I don't Temambar
specifically this, but I did make, I did report this verbally.
I prafarred not to --

Mr. Widws. And your best recollec ion is you raported it
to Schlesinger, and you may hava also reported it to Hr. Colby,
is that your best rescollection?

Mr. Hedgman. Yas. Yas.

Mr. Baron. And vou were going tﬁ say that vou preferred
not to put Lt in writing?

Mr. Hadgman., It was the sort of thing I dild not wish to

best typists, and thirdly it seeamued to me it was a mattar not
to circulate on papaer, [rankly. It was a miatake that i¢ --

Mr. Wides. Can you rucall ever discussing this with

Richard Helms?
Mr. Hedgman. HNo, I don't recall.

Wides. - the instruction to assassinata?

Mr. Bedgman., I don’t recall.

Mr. Wides, Iz thaere anyone uwlgse {in the Agapncy you can

& ¥el racall discussing this asaignad mission with?

Mr. ledgman. to. It's possible that T talked with some-

one likes Tom Karamessines when he was NDDP, But --

Mr., Dawson. Did you talk to subaequent to

his arrival in the Congo?

TOP SECKRET

dictate to & secretary, and haing one, {f not ona of the world'ﬂ
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Mr, Wides. You maeaen sfter his degparture, aftsr that trip}
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Mr. Dawson. Yes, subssaquant to.
Mr. Hadgman. I saw him pumercus timas.
Mr. Dawson. And your reaction to him was thank God we
| didn't have to carry that misalon out, of thank God it didn't
happan?

Mr. Hedgman., Wall, I talkaed to him about so many things,
and I probably said that,

Mr. Widas., Do yYou have a racollection of discussing with

him at a subhsegquent time to his trip to Leopoldville, aver
raising tha lnstructions hs gave you for his trip?

Mr., Hadgman., Not specifically as such,

Mr. Wides. You don't have a rascollection, or vou don’t
racall discussing it specifically, hut you recall soma qenarsl
1lusion to (t?

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I rucall general illusion teo 1lt.

Mr. Dawson. Do you recall talking to anybody within the
laat six months about this, or morae recently?

Hr., Wides, Since the first of the year?

My, Hedgman. Yeah, T am just trying te go through in my

deown tmind,

{Pause)

Yus, Mr, Colby. 1 saw him tha othar day when I returned.

Mr. Widea, What wan your diacussion with him in that
regard?

Mr, lizdgman. I told him I assumed this subisect would come

TOP SECRET




Brnee [ Argp 207) 344 4000

r
3
3

&
-
%
3
M

.

210 ¢ wu! B, LE . Wrpamepion DL PONGD

Mp.
fully cogn
Mr.
Mr.
the passaq
te pasa th
Mr.
sure that
Hr.
to the Con

Mr.

. TOP SECRET

Dawson. This subject? Did yeou axpsct him'to be
{zant with all tha particulars?

Hadgman., I am not sure that T did.

Dawson., At least the Prasidential authorlzation and
& of thae vials of poison, the parson that was usad

asa’?

Hedgman. ! mentlonaed nama. I &am not

1 mantioned vials of polson or ~--
- =0 o]
Wicdes. Did yvou indicate to himé had come

go?

Hadgmen. [ bmlieve I did,

Mr Dawson., Wall, lut me just follow that.

And
mentioned?

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.
Mr.

fully and

the Presidentiasl authorization, was that also

Hadgman. Yes, I am guite sure I mentioned that,
Dawson. What was his reaction?

Hedgman. Uis reaction was ;ﬁat ie waé a great shame
sver happened. I'm putting words in his mouth.
Dawson. Go right ahea:d.

Hadgman. And certainly that I must obvioualy report

honestly to the Committaa.

Mr Wides. Did he discusa, say aaything ahout his prior

knowladga

nid

of what you had just told him?

he Seamad surprised by any of what you told him?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't think so. I think that I had

given him thias, or a3 I said sarlier, probebly st the sama time

or parallal with whan I did Dr. Schlesingar.

s (Aray FOT) PAL-4O00

Mr. Wides, Whan you saw him racantly and mentionsd this,
dls\yau rafuar 0 your telling this to NDirector Schlssinger, or
did you say, as you recall?

Mr. ledgman. Somaethlng like that.

Mr. Wideas., And did he scknowledge that he had learned
of it earlier?

Mr. Hadgman. Ackunowledge? I think he indicated -- I
would, have, would have assumad from his convarsation that he

recalled something about it, yes.

Mr. Widas., D{A the fact that had madae a

o
3
4
s
¢
[
a
o+
]

¢rip to the Congo sewm to surprise him, or did he acknowlaedne
that he was awara of that a3 wall?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't know. I don*t know that I sald a¢

o

—

this time that [ referred to travel to the

! Conyo when I saw him.

Mr, Wides. Racently?

Mr. Hedgiman. Just the other day when [ came hack [ paidf
a courtesy call on him.

Mr, Dawson. Thias was lika this week then?

Mr. Hedgman. Yea. 1t was Monday, I helleve,

Mr. Dawson. Do you recall anybody else that was a party

AN K o Lrvwme, S Gupmneegr s, TLE FOTIRE

to that convaraation, or whom you had similar conversatlons wirh
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recently, aimilar and separate?

Mr. Widaes. Na;‘thera anybna thure when you spoks to Mr.
Colby?

Mr. IMedgman. For part of it, part of ths mesating, and
then wWa ware alone for part of tha meetina.

Mr. Widea. Wam thers anyone thers when you mantioned what

y ou thoudqht hs wantad to talk to you ahout?

Mr, Wides. And have you spoken to anyons alae?

l
L]
;
;
l Mr. Hedgman. Ho, thsre was no ona wlse present.
t
1

Mr. Bedgman. 1 didn't wish to raise this in front of
othar Agency employees, because it swemed to ms that I didn’t
know who was aware of this. I had no desire to dlscuss it in
frout of othurs.

Mr, Wides., Did he indicate anything eas to what ha thoudht

anyone else had told the Committee oF would tall the Committee,

including Mr. Bissell, Mr. 0'Connell or

Mr. Nedgman. Ho. He just indicated that it was very
difficult -- 1 am really putting words in his mouth and I
‘shouldn't do this. I had the impression that he reqretted thixn
vary much, that this had ever happented, and tha truth had to
come out, and that was the only way for the Agency to ever

I

fegain ita status and usafulpass. DBut I am putting -- T am

elaborating probably. ls may not have thought all of thosse

thingsa.
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Mr. Wides. Nave you had any convarsations diractly or

t hrough intarmadiary communications with eithar Mr. Blssell or

Mr. Twuedy since you raturned?

[ EPRY VIV o F 4] e

Mr. ledgman. HNo. I tried to call Mr. Tweady as an cld
pursonal friend on his phone twicae and there was no angwal .

1 agauma he is away on vacation or somathing. alther that oOr

mayba he's in town and 1 just mipsed him.
Mr. Dawacun. S0 to summarize, thes only psraon you really

recall having all of the facts of tha Preasidantial authorization

fussing of the virus, with whom you really have a firm racollac-

tion, 1 should say, ia

Mr. liedgman. Yed, I would hava quassad that.

Mr. Widea. Excula Mao.

o
2
€
LY
L]
Q
6
4
a

mean he sver discussed it with?
Mr. Dawson. The whole picture, or the panorama of things

that might have taken place.

Mmr. Nedgman. [ don't think that I
it with me.
Mr. Dawson. I agres. sir.
Mr. Wides. lLet me ask you two more (questions 1f 1 can.

antd then 1 will have to leave.

i
Mr. Baron. [Just to follow this up, have you spnokun 1O

about coming to tha Committee?

Mr, Hedgian, 1 have not. T hava not sean him.

210 F ey BiveER, 4 L. P B =L reanl

Mr. Wides. With regard to the evants subssquent to
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Lumumba‘'s recapturs and his detention in Thaysvilla --
Mr. ladgman. Thaysville.

Mr. Widea. Thaysvills.

And his subsequent, Mr. Lumumba’'s subsequent transportation
!
to Katanqa, what discussions did you have with the congolese 1
officials and what kind of quidanca or input did you or anyons
from the U.5. Embassy or Station make into those dacisions to
transport him to Katanga?
Mr. Hedgman. To the bast of my knowledyw, neither tha
Station or the Embassy had any input in the dacislon to send
i
him to Katanga.
Mr. Wides. What discussiona weru thars with the Comiolese
officials us te whether he might bu uxecuted slther by the
Cantral GOVurnm;nt while has was undar their coatroi or by

Hr. Tshombe when he was sant to Katanga?

Myr. Hadgman. I don't recall any such conversations.

think there was a general assumpticn, Oncu we learned he had
been sent to Katanga, that his qOQSeugas cooke&. bacauses Tshombe
hated him and looked on him #3 a danger and 4 rival, 1
Mr. Wides. But you had no discunsions ?1th anyone l
Cantral Congolese government rugariding whethur hae ahould
should not be sent there?
Mr. Hedgman. I had absolutely nona, no sir.
Mr. Wides, And onca hae was there, what information did

you hava as tO whether they were cousidaring his death prior to
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learning of his death?

Mr, Hadgman. I had no, no information becauss 1% was not
the sort of thing I suppose that the Congolese officlals really
1ﬁénted to discuss with a representative of a foreign govarnment.
!l Mr. Widas. Was thare any contact batwaan our actling

Base Chief in the Katanga Province and the officials in Katanqa?

Was thure any discusslon batween them or communication that you i
know of regarding what would bhe done with Patrica Lumumha?

Mr. Hadgman. Ho, Thes only thing that I would {imaging
would have happenad I8 they would have trind to adviprs both
Washington and Leopoldville of any informatvion they. had on what
hoappenad to him,

Mr. Widas. FExcuse ma., Off the record.

{biscugslion off the record.)

Mr. Baron. I would likxe to move vary qglckly through a

faw loose ends that pop up as we went along ralating to your

N ”

convursation with and-than'ﬂ‘ﬁonnell and theén

- -

Schlesingar, and it is really juat aboutr one.questiom on evary

100se end, 4and 1 want to thsn turn to WIROGUE, and I don't

sthink that will take very l1omj, and they the poasihility of
convargdations with the Embassy. And T would like your hsip
on that part since 1 was pot thera vestarday. Mt [ will
lsave that for the last, and you can plek up with any loosa
wnds.

Is that all right wi¢h vou?

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Dawson. Finas

Mr. Baron. Mr. ltledgman, I would like to plck up haere

for a momant with a serles of short, locse ends from the

Fmane {Beos FOP HS SO0

| mxamination that we hava done so far.

Mr. NMadgman. 1 will try to do my bast.

Mr. flaron. That ls, first of all, whan you dimcussed
your conversation with tha then-DCI, Schlasingar, you sald that
you indicated to him verbally that you had baan askad O

participate in an ansasplnation of Patrice Lumumba., Nid he

respond whan you madae that indication to him?

Mr. Hedgman. May I go back? I think 1 mads it to him.

It is coencalvahle that I could have made it to Blll Colby as

3

his Exuwcutive Director, or that the two could have been present

waARD & Payuy

together. It is ridiculous, but I cant pin this one down in

e

datalil.

Mmr. Baron. Did you recelve a response from Schlesinger?

whan he wanted to, and you thourht that this ml&ht have beaen

You mentioned yesterday that he was able to ba quite Sphlnxlike‘

onw of those situations. i

r. Hedgman. [ had the impression he took lt all on board%

|

and did pot necessarily wish to advise me of what action hae 1

planned to takua. |
Mr. Daron. Was thare any follow-up?

sr. Hadgman. Elther he or Colby, which aver it was.

410 Fuyr e 3 E, Wavhingion, oL rongd

Mr. [aron. Waa thera any follow-up from eithar'Schléainqur‘
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or Colby after you had glven them thls i{nformation?
Mr. Hedgman., I d¢ not racall.

Mr. Baron. Did you ever discuss thwe assassination mlssion?

:iulth anyons in the Inspactor General's 0Office at the CIA?
I

Mr., Haigman. Not to my racollecticon. Rut it is concalv- |

]

!

| .

lablc thay could have sant «- Adurlng that pariod, there wura a
:numbur of discussions with Inspector Gensrals on various aspecta)
f

|
|

éof work and 3o on. Whather there was a +discussion of this
ﬂsubjoct. I don't recall 1. So I doubt it, but I don't know,

; Mr. Baron. On a numbar of dliscussions that you had with
h the Inapector General's Office?

H
ﬁ Mr. Hedgman. On many oOther subjects, totally unralatel

to this, perscnnel mattars,

As vou rucall, Dr. Schlesinger committed & vary sharp

Inspector Generals' invastigations, and so forth.

1
r
:
fl
I reduction in forca, which resulted in personnal problems and
}

Mr. Bareon. Wsre you interviewed by anyona from tha
Inspector General's office in the‘ﬁraparatlon of thair Heport

in 1967 on assassinatlon efforts within the CTIA?

Mr. Hedgman. 19677
My . Baron. Yadg.
Lot me repraseant £o vou that at the reaquest of the DCI,

the Inspsctor General's Office prepared a HReport in 1767 on

} any involvemant that CIA had or could be concuived to have had

with assaasination efforts. Wore you interviewad ln connection

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Hedgman. WwWhen -~ you don’t remembar the date of the

Raport?

ped (Atos

f Mr. Daron. T balleve the date was in May of 1967, and it
!
\ was prapare«d by Scott Brackinridge and Mr. Farman and Mr,

Gfear.

Mr. Hedgman., VYas, I know them a4li. I don't balieve so,
bk I was abroad at that tima,

Mr. Dawson., Was tﬁa significance of the date in 1967 of

any great moment?

Mr. Nedgman., T was abroad at the time, I dldn't raturn

+

to the States untll July, T balievae, of 1967,

Mr. Haron. Returning pow to your discusalons with

ma®D & Fag

when he came to the Congo, to glve you lsthal

biological sgents for the assassination of Lumumba, was [t

clear at that time the't the means for administaring theosa

toothpaste, Or any other substance that was to ba ingeatad?

P+ luled ]

Mr. Hedyman. That's my recollection, you.

(=4

Mr, Baron. Youl mentioned that it was your base recollectibn

% £, Pasmengip=,

13 that corract?

|

1

; !
brought the lethal biclogical agents with himw
|

1

t

My, Hadgman. 7&3.

AL F ey Grogrq,

é
tr. taron. And you mentioned yastarday that you beliave Y
L] .

v
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brought them with him in his bag.

Is that right?

Mr. Hadgman. I have a rucollaection that thsy ware in a,

ey {Aras FO2Y ia G000

what do vou call these small carry-on bags liks your Pan Am ban

or Sabina baqg or somathing likae that.

Mr. Baroun. It would not have baasn difficult for

o have gottan such aquipment into tha Conao at

would {t?

‘Mr. Hadgman, NoO.

Mr. Baron. Wera tharws axtansive Cuntoms checks

at zhat timae?

Mr. Hedgman. Thera wers not.

Mr. Baron. Wera there any fus*toms checks at that polat?

»,

Mr. Hedgman. I can't recall, but if so, they ware vary

HARD B PAUL

limited.

Mr. Baron. When you apoke with dld you

ask him bow long the lathal bicloqgical agents would retain their

potency? {
)
i

!

Mr. Hedgman, I heliave thera wasd 4 conversation to that

| e ffact.
“r, Baron. Do you raecall what he said?

Mr. Hedgman. I think {t was fairly short, soms months.

:

]

|

|

|

!

Mr. Baron. They would be lathal only for a fairly short 1

period of tilma?

ot Girmet, .0, Wavmangian, D [ ]

!_
Mr. Hedgman. Ye3. ‘
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Mr. Damn. A periocd of some montha?

21 a4 4000

Mr. liegyman. 1 think 1t was less than that, but I cannot

ba cartaln. [That i{s, I ramembar baing surprised, thinking that

Pocas (&S Ee

limits cartdn poasibilitlies riaht thern.

Mr, Bgon. And you sald earliar that you took the

polsons intda mafe at the Station. When did you taka the
puolsona outpl the safe?

Mr. H@lgman. I cannot reaslly racall that.

Mr. Byon. Did you take them out on more than ona

{
occaslon?

Mr. Hflgman. HNo.

HMr. Yron. And that occasion

Mr. Hrqman. Ho. T say no. Not to thuy best of my

recollactiJ‘ I want to stress that because {t i3 so lonqg ag
!

that I am ost cartain I did not.

T wmARE B Pauy

Mr. Nron. And the occasion when you did take the

ol
polasons ouqof the safe was whun you disposed of tham?

t
Mr. Hdgman. Yes.

Mr, And can you describe the clrcumstances?

rhond

dgman. I think that I took them out probably
a briefcasy or an alr bag of some sort, and 1 belisve that

the thingslike the rubber glovas and the mask ware thrown away

L, vepumagias TV (

found it d mattur that much, T boliwve I buried the

}
4
!
l
in a bushyLr or somathlinag whare, you know, Lf thay were

other Mmat

RIP Ty Sireen,
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Baron. The blological agents?
Mr. Hedgman. Yaes, although thay, by that time they would,

the potancy would have expirad. Dut, they didn't seam the sort

of thing -- I didn't knov enough about it, and I will Dbe damned

t
| .

1f [ wanted to leave them lying around.

Mr. Baron. Was this out by the Conqo Rivar that you
burled thasa things?

Mr. Hedgman. Yas, yes, I think, You xnow, it is my
racollaction.

Mr. Baron. Was this aftar the arrest of Lumumba, aftor
fumumba had already heoen placed in protactive custody so to
s peak?

Mr. Hedgman. By the Conqgoluse, YO mean?

Mr. Baron. Yua3s.

Mr. Hedgman. Yes, I would think so.

Mr. Baron. A&And was it possibla that you walted until

Lumumba's death to dispose of those poisons?
“r . Nadgman. That's posslhlu.- T don't remamber.
4r, Daron. But you ==

iy . lledgman. They were lony overdue, whatever it wag,
N i

1 think, because I believe --

Mr. Baron. Yesterday you stated that it was your recol-

lection that you had not dispossd of the poigons until Lumumba

was succwessfully neutralizad, either by arrest or by death,

—em e T T
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Mr. Hadgman. I think that probably would he a fair

statemant.

Mr. Baron. Did you discuss the assassination mission

Pmghe {Hewa 22, 344 4000

with Dr. Lastaer liouk?

Mr. Hadgiman. NeVer. 1 am (quite sura novw.

Mr. Daron. lHe wWas your nranch Chiaf at that point?

Mr. Hedgman. e wWas.

Mr. Baron. Ddad you discuss it with Glenn Fislds?

Mr. lwdgmas. I don't racall. lio was Acting Chief and
peputy Chief.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall discusalng the ansassination
mission with anyone ¢lse at the Station or ln the Congo other
than thuIOna asset?

- -
Mr. Hedgman. Ho. I remambar hearlnq‘Hr. O'Donnalli

4
2
]
&
L
&
L]
o«
1

commenting on this to --
3

Mr. Daron. ll Hrﬂﬁriﬂm'wml:ﬁ?; 03

Mr. Hedgman. I helimve it was and I was

shocked and surprised, because I thought this was not the

aort of thing that he should discusn with officers who ware not

i pvelved in this.
. A

Mr., Baron. What wa3sjp ; joh at that tima?

Mr. Hedgman. !le was under non-of ficial cover and an
agent handler, or not necessarily just the anents, but
d eveloping contacts.

Mr. Baron. And what's his full nama?
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Mr, limdgmean.

| Sr— r’}
Mr. Baren. What did you haar éloonnell asy to{jji%j:ji]

Mr. Hadgman., I don't remember exactly, but {n any case

sit raferred to something about removing Lumumba from == I'm not

it was, Lt swemad to m3 he had gona too far.

Mr. Baron. And had gone too far because it conveyad the
jdasa of assassination?

Mr. lwdgman. Probably, but I cannot ba sura.

Mr. Baron. You indicated garlier that in mid-September
there was a coup which affuctivaly limited Lumumba's powers in
the Congo?

Mr. Hedgman. That is correct.

Mr. Baron. And this would have bean vary shortly after

}isited you in the Congo and qgave you tha instruc-

tieon about assassinating Lumumba?

il Mr. Hedgman. 1 can't be sure whether it was bafore or
i

}ldfter. That was the 14th of Septumber; that coup took place,

I
' but as you will recall, I cannot Dbae apsolutaly certain of whui
{

!“ " 1 think it was befors that, but 1 cannot

Mr. Daron. But it is quits poasible, isn't it, that the
llcoup could have been a major razason why thare Wwasn't any more
i

l yviqourous action on the sssassination front?

mr. tedgman. Ihat's possible, yes.

TOP SECRET

surs whathar it was ansasaination or neutralization, but whateverl
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H
TT0'Donnell might not have been active on the assassination
|

TOP SECRET
Baron. Is that --
Mr. Hedgman. And I hava spsculated on ¢hat sariiar.

Mr. Baron. 1Is that a strong possibiiity te you?

Mr. Hedgman. I just couldn't put 1l¢, becauyse I don't

know what ths policy mekers, the political leadars, tha
Prasidant, the Director, what ths Directer's policy, tha senior

exeCutive, anyway, wers thinklng at that tima.

Mr, Daron. And you mentionad that;du&tin 0'Ponnell was
not particularly active durlng his perioed of service in the
Congo?

Mr. Hadgman. He did not seem as active as many of the
other psople that I had working for me at that timae.

Mr. Bareon. You dldn't rely upon him fer major operations
or activities nt.that point, did you?

Mr. Hedgman. Ho. Wall, this ~- he was sent outbt more or
less on a special mission, as I understood it, and I laft him
free for that.

Hr. Daron. You -iudicatad'yast;¥&;§, Qnd‘i would llke to
know L1f this i3 still vour impression, thet the fac; that{dusth
mission may not have been dus to any lack of priocrity for that
misalon, but dua more to hla peracnal habits of inactlviey?

Mr. Hadgman, Perhaps 1 don't want to mallign pustinj
don't mean that -- shouldn't have commented on his character or
his personal habits, really. T just havs tha impression ha was

TOP SECRET
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not putting his whole hsart and soul into tha effort. He was

an officer with a £eputation for buing gung ho and a vaery hard
workar when I had known him preaviously, soma years previously,
and he seemd quite, certalnly did not ssem that way to me out

therae. .

Mr. Dawson. bid you comment on that to the Agency?

Mr. lledgman. I doubt it, but I cannot be sure.

Mr. Dawson., Wars you writing hia el(ficiency report at
the tima?

Mr. Hadgman. He didn't atay leng enough for ma to write
an sfficiency repert. 1 could have written ona if hea stayed
the 90 days or more, amd as the C0S 1 couldd have writtan one
if 1'd wishued.

Mr. Dawson. Dut you chose not to do so?

Mr. Hadgman. I chosa not to, to the best of my recollec-
tion, I did not.

Mr. Daron. Did much of the cablea traffic which you
received from laadquarters in relation to the sssassination
missioun subgsequantly become degstroysd?

Mr. !edgman. 1t is my recollection that hefore leaviny
the Station and tu£hinq over btoc my succassor that 1 dustroyad
that. Perhaps well befora. 1 just can't put a timaframa on
it, but it seemad to me it was not the type of corresnondence

to leave lying about a Station.

Mr. Baron. You lkndicated yestarday that you had raceivad

TOP SECRET




TOP SECRET
some kind of instructions to destroy that cable trgffic.

Mr. Hedgman. 1 thipk I -- I cannot recall exactly what

I s4id yusterday. How, when 1 am trying to be as precise as I

Pryne (Areg JOTT BA6 4000

can on the record hers ==

Mr. Baron. Please do.

Mr. Hedgman. I think I did, but I cannot be cartain.
cennot be absclutsly. T don't know whethar 1 did. -

Mr. Baroﬁ. Would you have rucelved thosa instructions

vurbally from- or &8 part of one of the cablas?

Mr. Hedgman. I don't know.

Mr. Baron., Would 1t be standard procedure for a Chiel of

7

Station to dustroy cable traffic ralating to an saxtremaly

sunsitive oparation like %that ona?

4
=
<
'Y
a4
o
€
a4
3

#r. Hedgman. Wall, it is standard procedurs to keap your

]

cable files apd all cther {iles as small ag possible, bacause

f\

coples of those are rotained, of all mesrages are normally

retdined in Washington. You try and keep as small 2 number as

'possibln on hand 80 as to permit you to continue working so that

you have ready reference, because you may have to, in an

flvioB |

ainerygancy you may have to burn all of your communications.
hnd belinva ma, ,whsn you have to 4yo throudgh a burn

sassion, it i very difficult, and it takes time,

530 Yauwnmgion O §

Mr. Baron. Had you svar in your experlience as Chief of

Station in the Congo destroyed other cable traffic bucauss of

410 Faasy Steeot,

its axtramaly ssnsitive nature?
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Mr. Hedgman. No, I don't think so. I don't recall doing

80. But I destroyed a graat deal of traffic, bacauss tha Congo

waa a highly sensitive area in which -- at one pariod I racall
wa had all of our filles in the burn barrels. I masan, whan you
waented a file, you went cver and dug it out of the burn barral.

Mr, Bargn. Dut the cable traffic relating to the
assaesination mission wasn't destrovad as & routine mattsr
bacauvss it was excess traffic, but bacausa of Lts extramaly
sansitive nature?

Mr. lledgman., No, that's correct.

Mr, Baron., ' Did you have any discussions of the aagassina-

tion mission with anyons at the U.5. Embassy?

Mr ., lledgman. No, 1 did not.

Mr. Baron. Did
assassinating Patrice
ﬁr..ﬂadqman. I
Mr., Baron. ©Off

(Discussion off

you avaer discuas the prospects of

Lumumba with the Ambassador in the Congo?
am quite sure I did not.

the record for a moment.

the record. )

Mr. Nedgman, May I say for the record that rolationshipa
with the Hmbassy were exceptionally good., fThere was almost, Or

o friction, or sensa of compatition batweesn the CIA Station amwb

I
the Embassy. Tha Ambassador was extremely cooperative, i
B i}

friendly and understanding.
Mr. Baron. Who was the Amhassador at that

Mr. Hedgman. Clare W, T imbarlake.
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Mr. Daron. Did vou ever discuss tha Lumumba amssasaination

plan wich ETETAESTNER

Mr. Hedgman. Hot to the bast of my recoellesction.
Mr. Baron. L EREIA 1v€% is a CIA ofticer, is that

correact?

My. ladgman. Yaah. I know him.

&

Mr. Baron. Did you have any officlel bhusiness with) fOpTong

Qgﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwhilu you wers in ths Conqoe?

Mr. liedyman. Yas. e came through on a countarintelli-
@nce mlission, and I don't racall the datallas at this time.

Mr. Baron. Do you recall whethar he had mentioned that
his mission reulated to Project ZRRIFLE or the devalopmant of
an Executive Action capability?

Mr, Hedgman, No, I do not racall that.

Mr. Barcen. Would his projact have raelatsd to obtaining

codes by surraptiticus means?

Mr. Hadgman. 1 think it would have basn more nearly that,

|
|
|

but I, I capnnot affirm this as the case. That was what I thin
wad probably the cass.

Mr. Baron. Would his project havea involved an asset who

i
L]
v
;
'

wdad already in ths Conyo named QIWIN?
Mr. Hedgman. 1 qather from what was said yesterday that
this waa the case. I do notr racall it,

Mr. Baron. Nave you avar hsard of --

33

Hadgman. Andégfﬁﬂggmama from where he indicated,
TOP SECRET
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you indicatad yesterday QJWIN cams from, andffiiroldhhad bean

there with -~

Mr. Baron. This 1s & country in Europa?

Mr. Hedgman. Yas, thurefore it's loglcal.

Bnna [ Bros FOT) 446000

Mr, BDaron. lave you avsr heard of Projact 7ZRRIFLE?
Mr. Nadgman. Ygsterday.

Daron. Yesterday was the first tims you haard that

Mr. Naedgman., I think 80, And yastarday, I might

spacify, was hera.

Mr. Daron. Being informed by the Committasa ataff?

Mr. Kadgman. Yes.

@

LN RV

Mr. Baron. Have you aver hasrd of Txaecutiva Action?

Mr. Hadgman. I have heard those, that term used, and 1

Yy
C s

don’t qulte ~- I think more in nawspapers or more recently than

A

in the past, but it i3 possible that I heard it.

7

Mr. Baron. I3 Fxacutive Actlon usaed at the CIA as a

euphemlsin for assassination of fordian leadars?

oo

c o my knowledge use it,

i
i

Mr, Hedgman. It has bhaen so alleged., . 1 pevar heard anyons
\
1]

Mr. laron. Ware you aware of a Proijsct at ths CIA to |
) t

devalop means -- atrike that.

To duevalop the capabilility of carrying out assassinations
}
| of foreign luaders?

A0 Foeat Stenet 3 8L Wanhumgion (9 C.

i Mr. Hudgman. Not until I talred with the Committea staff
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