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Friday, May 7, 1976

‘ ‘q United States Senate,
Select Committee to Study Governmental
‘Operations with Respect to
Intelligence ﬁctivities,
Washington, B. C.
The Committee met, pursuant t¢ notice, at 10:28 o'clock
a.m., in Room 608, The Carroll Arms Hotel, the Honorable
Piclhiard §. Schweiker presiding.
Present:

Senator Schweiker (presiding}.

S5taff: Jim Johnston and Paul Wallach, Professional

Staff Members.
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WARD & PAUL

4310 First Street, 5.E., Wwasnington, D.¢. 26803

Senétﬁr Scﬁﬁélke;;ﬁ‘WOﬁld{f;ﬁ"sééna‘andiréise your right
hand, please. -

bo you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give
is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?

Mr. Scelso. I do.

Benatdr Schweiker. Be seated.

Mr, Johnston. Mr. Scelso, you are here today testifying

under an alias, is that correct?
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Mr. 5celso. Thatlis correct..w

Mr, Jeohnston. And we executed prior to going on the record
a-form where the Agency keepa your true identity on record

By

there, Our records will just reflect ybur alias.~,_

Mr. Scelso. ”That'is mygundgrstan ingar

Mr. Johnston. And yéur“full"aiiaq is what?

Mr. Scelso, John Scelés, S~c~§—l-s-o.

Mr. Johnston. 'And you understand that you ha;e the right
to counsel.

Mr. Scelso. &es, I do.

Mr. Johnston. And you are appearing here voiuntarily
without counsel. |

Mr. S¢elso., I am.

Mr. Johnston. You also understand that at any time if you
desire counsel, you can cease answering questions and ask to
consult with counsel.

Mr. Scelso.l That J understand, vyes.

Mr. Johnston. And you understand that in the course ot
tnis investigatiog you héve all your coustitutional rignts, i:
you desire to avail yourself of them,

Mr. Scelso. Very well, thank you.

. Walliach. Jﬁst one more thing. This transcriat &tiuss
we are taking will be a élassified document. It will be

available at Cownittee offices for your review. it will nov oo
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yone alse at:the 8.review. {"Should you,

P

before you leave, want to review it, it ashould be ‘available
within a day or two for }ou: review lLere.

Senator Schweiker, If you desire.

Mr. Scelso. I wduidéiike to review it.

Mr., Johns%oﬁ. Noﬁ,%;ﬁu'§re'}é§;;ga fésm tgé Aggﬁéy, is thj
correct? |

Mr. Scelso. Yes.

.Mr.7Johnaton. And you &re retired under cover.

Mr., Scelsoc. Yas.

Mr. Johnston. So I will not ask your present address.

As you know, the purpose of the inquiry today is the
Committee is looking into the investigatioﬁ of the.assassinatio:
of President Kennedy, and in the-course of that, your name
came up as being involved in the CIA's jinvestigation.

Would you state your capacity with the CIA in November of
19637 .

Mr. Scelso. I was at that time the Chief of Branch 3 of
the Western Hemisphere Division of the DL, the Clandestine
Serviges, and had under ﬁe Mexico and the otacr Central Anmes .. -
states, down to and including Panama.

Mr. Johnston. And to whom were you resyonsiblc?.

Hr. Scelso., I was respoasible to the Chief of thSt
Division. -

Mr. Johnston. And that was?
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"eenter there. Also, I was put in charge of it because I aa-.

Mf. Johnston. And Mr. King in turn answered to the DDP.
Mr. Scelso. The DDPF was Mr. Helms.
I might add that all statements I make in thia matter

are based on purely my memory, because I had 1itt1e or no
‘ &?_.~
contact with the Oswald 1nvestigation, the Kennedy inveatigatlon

L

after the end of 1963, and I have not reviewed any Tecords at

all except the few documents which you showed me this morning.

Senator Schweiker. Was this becauss of a transfer of
duty or assignment or what?

Mr. Scelseo. It was becaﬁse the investigation was turneu
cver to another staff in the Agency, to the Counterintelligerc.!
Staff., I can uxplain‘why it was turned over in much more
detail if you'd like.

Senater Schweiker. Well, maybe briefly, if you would.

Mr. Scelso. I was put in charge of the investigation in

1

the first place because of the fact that Lee Harvey Oswald i
had been in Mexico, and the foreign entanglements seemed to
for iy, lielms, over the years ol nhy association with the Aco
conducted and been in charge of geveral very important majur

investigations. Probably the most lmportant one was the :

'I think Mr.

lielms felt, and he ctold me personally that he gave me the ju.
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be concealed.

Mr. Johnston. Now, let me ask you. Mr. Rocca, who followda
you with the Kennedy case, dates hisAinvolvemeng as ahout Januag
23rd, 1964. |

Mr, Scelso; That is posgsible. The. turning ﬁéiﬁt éﬁm;
when I finished an initial report on the casa and distributed
it to the people who were concerned within the igéncy.'

Mr. Johnston. How large was thaﬁ report? i

ﬁr. Scelso. Oh, it might have been. 20 pages lohg,.-and
summarized all of the things which we had discovered abroad.

Just at the time that this report was being finished and was

being circulated, Mr. Nicholas Katzenbach neti®ied the Age: ..

o
3
<
&
&
]
& -
<
&

that the PBI or Department of Justice report on the case was
finished, and invited the Agency to send representatives to
read it in his office.

I went over -- Mr., Helms assigned me and.one other
gentlemén to g0 read. it.

Mr, Johnston. Wno was the othier man?

mr. jeelso.  Mr. of the Counterintelligencs

Srail.

We went to Mr. Katzenbach's oifice in the Odepartment of

Justice and read this very thick raeport. For the first time,

A£190 First Sieeat, S.E., Wathingran, B.£. 20001

I learned a myriad of vital facts abkout Oswald's background

which apparently the FBI had known throughout the initial
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1 phase of the 1nvestigation ana had .ot communicate “to"me.

o I would like to add that in the initial. phase of the

3 investigation, when I was commissioned with the job, Mr. Helms

4 called me and Mr. Karamessires and Mr, Angleton and a number of

5 || others into his office and told them in the clearest terms

| 6 || -possible that I was to be in charge of the investigation, that

b no one in the Agency was to have any converaatiqns with anyoné

outside the Agency, including the Warren Commission and the

vk
L i
.?1
D

9 Federal Bureau of Investigation, concerning the Kennedy assassid -
10 | nation without my being present. I was to be told and given un
11 || epportunity to go to everything.,
'12 I did talk to members of the Warren Commission. I an

"1z [| certain, although I cannct prove it, that Mr., Angleton througi:cle

WARD & PAUL

0 A I 40 41

14 the entire period discussed the Kennedy assassination regulavl:,

!

15 || with ¥BI representatives, never notified me of any of these

7“6

T IANY

16 meetings, and never passed on to me any of the information that

17 he yained in these meetings.

dithimatit

3 18 The Bureau d;d send us, during this initial period --

3 g 19 ) Senator SChweiker. Now, wait a2 minute.

; . é 20 What perlod of time is this you are saying?

E [

: g 21 Mr. Scelso. This is the period oi time --

% ; 25 5enavor Schweiker. When you were in charge of it?

: g 23 Ar. Scelso. When I was in charge of the investigatiun;
§ 24 Senator Schweiker. What would have been his role or
-

reason to do that.at that time?
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CQunterintelliééncéléi;féyan&?ﬁ;éyélﬁc;t ééii& meétings Qith tha
FBI representative, the llaison officer to us, ﬁr. Sam Papich.
These meetings were held ia Mr. Angleton's cffice.

The FBI did send:és hundreds of reports o;}miace}ianeous
people:during thié;pééi@&. @détrbf'ﬁh;migégéj$§itg§t;é§y nature
of things not even involved in the éaée, but readfhg‘xh;zenbach's
report I for the first';ime learned that the FBI wéa }n
possession of diary«~like material which Oawald ha@ haé in his
possesgion and was found after the assassination.

1 learned for the first time that Oswald was the man whe
had taken a pot shot at General Edwin Walker, two key facts iu
the errcire case. All the ballistic evidence was there, and
countless ather pieces of information. XNone of this had ever
ﬁeen passed to us.

Senétor Schweiker. What timeframe was that that you saw
‘this report, roughly?

Mr. Scelsc. I saw the report as soon as it was finishe.,

acgording to Mr. Katzenbach, and wy recolleceion was that it

was around Cnristmas of 1963,
A
Senator Schweiker. And you had at that point coapliusd
your initial report or nopt?

Mr. Scelso. We haa completed an initial report based oo

everything we nad learned up to that time. It was not o v

a final report. It was an initial report.
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Mr, Wallach. Do you remember if it was a'twdnéolume
repoxrt?

Mr. BSceiso. Mo, it was about 20 pages long.

_Mr. Wallach. 'I'm sorry. "I was asking about =~ -
Mr. Scelss. The ?éIrreéoEt_mayuhiVerbéeﬁ two volumes. 1
can only recall one, but it may have been a volume of exhibits

or something like that.

Mr. Wallach. And your report was a 20 page report?

Senator Schweiker. Twenty page? I don't think we've

seen it.

Mr. Scelsoc. A 20 page report.

Mr. Wallach. Copies to whomni?

Mr. Scelso. Copies to Mr. Helms, Mr. Angleton, 1 think

Mr.[:iii:;] the Chief of the Soviet Branch, of the Soviet
Division, and possibly others, possibly to the Director.

Mr. Wallach. Was there a title?

Mr. Scelseo. It swummarized -- there was nothing in %that

report which was not in the material that you have.
Seiacor Scnwelker. 1 was 90ing to say was “here anyin: ..
significant in the report in retrospect that 511CKS QUL new

in view of what we know now that might be helpful to us?

Mr. Scelsoc. nothing, nothing. In fact, muich, mach moro

is now known than I was able to put in that report, ohvious: .

Senator Schweiker. Did that deal with Mexice City, or

TOP SECRET ~
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‘generally’w did : ea fwlth? i

Mr. Scelso. 1t dealt with a éﬁmmafyséf‘the ﬁéii&o City
situation -=- -

Senator Schweiker.: Did it deal with his activity in the

Soviet Union?

*

Mr. Scelso. “No. Just the-fact tﬁatihe-héafﬁéeﬁ'thgieg

because we knew next to poghing about it. Séé; wé had. in our
poésession == I had in my possessicn at that time only the
fragmentary information which we had gotten at the time from
the Navy Department when it was realized that Oswald had
defected,

Senator SChweiker. ©Did the report deal, for exaﬁple,
with the polygraph test that was yiven to Alvarado? |

Mr. Scelso. Yes, I think so, yes. .

Senator Schweiker. The person who alleged that there was
a $65300 payoff?

Mr. Scgelso. Yes, ves, I am sure it mentioned that. It
mentioned the Alvarado case. Whether it mentioned the fact
that he had been polygraphed, I don't recall.

Senator Schweiker. Was he, <o you recall;.was_hc
poelygrapned cccordinqzto your reccllection?

Mr. Scelsc. He was definitely polyygraphed by a polyg:u:;
operator by tne Uffice of Security of cur oryanization.

Senator Schweiker. The 0ffice of Security of -~

Mr. Scelso. Of the Central Intelligence Agency.
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were rapidly promoted ocut of the polygraph business into ver,

Mr. Scelao.-'Yes,
Senator Schweiker. ~In Mexico City.
Mr. Scelso. In Mexico City.

Senator Schwelker. .And wére the results; according to the

best of y;urlféééliéctién,}céncidsive-bf ﬁﬁééﬁl

Mr. Scelso. THe results were unclear.

' Senator Schwelker.. Wéré what?

Mr. Scalso. Uncleaf.

I might add, Senator, that I was the first polygraph’
operator in the Central Intelligence Agency, and that I knew
and 5till probably do know a géeat deallabout the polygraph.

Our Office of Security took over the polygraph business
several years after I got into it and tookkit over exclusivel:s.
See, 1 was an operations officer in the espicnage and
counterespionage business, and was trained on the side as a
polygraph 6perator.

Senator SChweiker. So you were guite familiar with thw
polygraph.

Nr. Scelso. I was vexry faidiliar with ic, and I can ot
you rignt now, ons of my beefs‘over the decades was that th:
Qfiice of Security ﬁever learned how to test agents, that 1z,
clandestine personnel, satisfacrorily. The Office of Secur::

had one or two very gifted operators who were superb people

.
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occasions during my oper&éiohgi'éafeér;uI had tclfaké over and
repelygraph important agent personnel who had been polygraphed

by Office of Security men over and over again and had beaten

the polygraph, and 1 had to'tak .them over and polygraph them

and get them to confeﬂss'“It happened on'ahnumber~of g;casicns
in very, very major cases, and I just felt: At the time Alvarado
was polygraphed that the man that they sent down‘thera == I don
remember his name but I know him -- just bungled the job
completely.

Senator Schweiker. And so when you say the results of the
polygraph test was unclear, in ycur mind it was. unclear becausu
it was poorly administered?

Mr. Scelso. Poorly administered, yes.

Senator Schweiker. So you really couldn't conclude whethu
he was lying or telling you the truth from that.

Mr. Scelso. From the polygraph, no. The operator, I

believe, came out and said he really coulédn’t.tell whether o

man was telling the truth or not.

Mr, Jonnston., Is it difficult e polyyraph Latin Ameri..
AY

Mr. Scelsc. o, It is difficult to polygraph fabricavre:

assuming, as I did at that time and still do, that Alvarade
was a fabricator. A polygraph operavor has to analyge the o
in front of him on the basis of its merits, the evidence at

hand. The polyyraph is only an interrégation aid., It is no:
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-a méqic mééﬁiﬁé. _ ggtthe“p ‘polygraph’ operatd

Ja‘.”
sy

Fho-oemr

who was trained by Leonard Kéeler, the inventof'aﬁ&:de;eloper
of the polygraph. Most of the others, I think, were trained
by a bunch of charlatans who succeeded hiﬁQ Our Security peopld
just did not know how to polygraph fab;icators, and I’pould
explain to you why they didn't &nd how you sﬁéald pblﬁérgéh
fabricators. -

Senator Schweiker. Well, let me ask a more layman's
question.

In view of the polygraph test being unclear, what kind of
conclusion or analysis did yoh pqt in your 20 page report as

to the authenticity or not authenticity or lack of authenticis:

of Alvarado's téstimony?

Mr. Scelso. 1 and my staff came to the conclusion that
Alvarado was a fabricater.

Senator Schweiker. HNow, why did you do that in view of
test being unglear?

M?. Scelso. Well, Alvarado confessed to Mexican authoritv.dq.
later that ihe had fabricated this,

Senator Sgaweiker. Was any of cuar Lersonnel, CIA or

\

there when he did this?

Mr. Scelso. No, but we talked to hin liter.

Senator Scaweiker. and what cid he Say?

ir. Scelso. You see, Alvarade was a Nicaraguan inforranc,

48 You know.’
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Mr, Séeiao.‘ i'don't think tha wé‘kﬁéwﬁw i'dﬁ_pfeﬁ;f sure
we didn't. We had never héard‘of Alvarado before he popped
up in this case, and the Nicaraguans came to us either in
Mexico City or in Nicar;gua,

Senator Schweiker. Wé}i;fﬁévééaﬁadﬁéﬁfepofﬁ =% and maybe

this will help refresh your memory, mayhé it was an FBI report

saying that -- I thought it waid that CIA had used him in the
past'and he was 80 percent reliable, whatever that means.

Mr. Johnston. Let me clear that 4p. The confusion is
deletions in the FAI report. The true fact was that he was

an informant for Nicaraguan intelligence, and they suid he

. was B0 percent reliable. Nicaraguan intelligence told CIa

that he was 80 percent reliable.

Senacor Schweiker. He was not our infcfmant,

Mr. Johnston. He was not olir informant.

Senator Schweiker. I'm Sorry.

Mr. Scelsoc. Yes.

Now, ﬁere again I am relyiag exclusiﬁely on mylrecollcc-
of vne facts,

Senator Schweiker. Well, we will reguest cthe reporus,
it will heip us to getAthe gist of what fou thouggt.

Hr. Scelso. alvarado was an informanc of the Nicara;.:.

service in Mexico working for lNicaraguan intelligenge of::. .

in Mexico City and his mission was to, I think, get to Cub.
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: ” E
poaing.as a digs ent Nicaragnan, anﬁ he-frequented the Cuban

emhassy and ccnsulate, trying to get a visa to’ go “to Cuba. He
cbvicusly had been in this building and in the courtyard of it
because he could describe it. That was part of his mission.

He reported regularly to his Nicaraguan casa afficera in

Mexico City about what he was doing. After the Kennedy

_assassination became news, public news, Alvarade went to his

Nicaraguah contacta and told them that back in October of that
year he had been in the Cuban consulate, I believe, and had

there sean Lee Harvey Oswald, whose picture by that time had

heen on television in Mexice, and had scon him in conversation

with a yroup of people, among them a rod-headed Negro, and
nad boasted that all of-them were too cowardly to <arry out
sone missién hut that he would do it. and a sum of money was
méntioned -~ I don't remember the sum of money. Was it
$30007

Mr. Johnston.  $6500.

Mr. Becelso. $86500, something like that, some $3000 stuck
in my menory.

But this puzzlea us until 1 think we learned from cur
station in Mexico City that Mexican raéic stations had broace.w
amony the hundreds of facts and nonfacts that they were putii-
cut about the Kennedy assassinacion, had menticned or had mu;f
stactement that Oswald had been discovered to have a saving:

account in Texas with this amount of money in it.
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the fact that this amount of:ﬁénéy had been mentioned on the

radio, and the fact that thiz Nicaraguan eource, Alvarado

had not reported this incident in any way, shape, or form, back

4n October when he had allegedly seen thisjbcéﬁ%féﬁcexin the

Cuban consulate, but had only é;;e ﬁp wiﬁﬁ-iﬁié nfgérﬁfhe
Kennedy assasainatiﬁnL

Senator Schweiker. 1In other words, ﬁe didn'e report it
to his intelligence service when it occurred. .

Mr, Scelso; No, he didn't.

yr, Johnsfon. Just let me clear one fact up for';he
récord. His report was that he saw Qswald on September 19th,
not in October.

Mr. Scelso. VYes, something like that,

Mr. Johnston. And I reviewed the record, and I just want
to be clear that one of the reasons CIA had for &iscounting fniz
story &as the FBI information that Oswald was in New Orleans o~
September 1%th.

My. Scelsc. That's right, that's right.- That comes bach
to me now.

Mr: Wallach. Let's go off the record for a minute.

(Discussion off the record.)

Senator Schweiker. Dxcuse me. -Now, you were explainin. .
to me why you felt, in spite of the incomplete results, why

you discounted Alvarado.

' TOP SECRET
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mentioned, and I d _recall now that tha FBI astablished’ that

g "ééfi 7v@m,i 0 . '
many fabricationa 1n mr*gpiuion which deluged us and the FBI

in the early -

Sendéor'Schweiker. Wauld ‘there have been any possibility
and this is ‘just speculation == that Cuban intelligence would
have had an inside person in the Mexican police, and if our
pefsonngl werén't present, played somc games there with
getting himrtb reverse hi; story?

.Hr. Scelso. I don't think sc because I think that the
persen that interrogated him was a very, very senior official
of the Mex;éan'police;

Senator Schweiker. In whom you would place high
reliability?

Mr. Scelso. Yes, yés; & very, very senior person.

QQn't remember'qho-it WaS. ;t was.a person that we carried .0
a2 code .name}§ P i é;kqﬁ
' } It was Eomébody verf, very sepicr. ' e

Sato: Schweiker. So you had high credibility in the
inside source there, | -

Mr . Scel§0l Yes,

Now, it is trﬁe that this persoen that ~- they didn't

TOP SECRET
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fbeat Alvarado up ‘or. anything_like that o make'him retract his

story, but they did give him a pretty géod Dutch uncle talking
to.

Senator Schweiker. Well, I would expect that.

Mr, Scelso. Which shook him up.

To me, in my judgment, and a; an intei&agator of some
tens of thousands of German prisoners of World War II.~— and
a lot of thgm were fabricators, and a polygraph operator who
had tested some thousands of psople and uncovered quite a bit
of fabrication in the early years before we cleaned our payrol:
of such pecople, I felt that I was very confident that Alvarada
nad made up the story based on his khowledge of the appearanca,
the inside appearance of the Cuban consulate in Mexico, his
knowledge of what their employees looked like and the type of
pecople that went in and out of the.place,'and the fact tha: nu
was a trained intelligence agenty trained in reporting,
enabled him to fake up an intereéting~sounding, semi-plausibli.
report.

Mr. Johnston. Let me go back to the meeting you said
YOO had with Mr. Helms, And FOU put Hr. angieton thera.

Can you recall the date ol thal -meetiny?

Mr. Scelso. That meecing was a very sﬁort time after tin
aszassination.

Mr. Jonnston. On the afternoon of the assassination?

Mr. Scelso. Possibly it was.

TOP SECRET




next morning?

Mr. I caﬁnbt'he sure.,:‘

Scelso.

4 The assassination took placa on n Thuraday?

B

7 || could have been the next day
8 Mr. Johnstcn. How ahcut the 24th was tha day Oswald wasg
9 assassinated. Had' that‘meeting.taken place'before Oswald

10 || was shot? :

11 Mr. Scelso. Yes,

12 Mr. Jdohnston. And you put Mr. Angleton, Mr. Karamessines,

13 and Mr. Helms at that meeting.

WARD & PAUL

14 Mr. Scelsec. Yes.

15 Mr. Johnston. Was Mr. Fitzgerald there?

16 Do you know Desmond Fitzgerald? | -

17 Mr. Scelso. Oh, I knew him very, very well, I don‘'t know

18 what Mr. Fitzgerald'sz position was at that time., I don't know

g 19 whether he was then the Chief of the Western Hemisphere Divisia:

% s0 || ©F whgther Colonel J. ¢. King still was.

% 21 Mr. Johnston. Did you know any other capacity Mr. vFitugers.d. o [
; 52 had at that time besides being --

g 23 Mr. Scelseo. Mr. Fitzgerald, as ; recall, was the Chic? A
é a4 || of what we called OPCAor later called the CA Staff, the Covert

=

Action Staff, that is the other side from espionage, and then
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Par Eastern Division. I don't remember when he became Chief

af the WGatern Hemiaphere Division,

Mr. Johnston.l

Have you ever heard the words Special
Affuirs Staff,

Senutor Schweike:a-v'“

Mr. SGelse.”

Yea, but I don't recall what it meant.

Mr, Johnston.

Did you ever associate Fitzgerald, Daesmond
Fitzgeiald as being in charge of the‘Special Affairs Staffy

Mr. Scelso. You are just asking me more than I can

answer. I am on just completely mushy ground here.

Mr. Johnston,

Did you know on November 22nd, or on the
day you got this assignment, November 23rd, did you know thau
there was a special group within CIA dealing solely with Cui...
affairs?

HMr, Scelso. Oh, yes, yves, indeed I g&id.

But I don't remember what it was called.

Mr. Johnston.

And who do you associate with that group

in that time period? Mr. Fitzgerald?

Mr. Scelso. W#ell, 1 associate Mr. william Harvey wiwi

but I could be wrong.

TOP SECRET

Mr. Johnston, fhe chronclogy is that that would have ...
in 1962, and there was a changeover, and 3Mr., Harvey was mov. .
out.

Mr. Scelso And Mr. Fitzgerald took,it_over?




o
2
<
&
L
e
3
<
B

410 Firyt Street, 5.E., Wathiagion, D.C. 20003

e L. il o

{your recollécfloﬁ7is ﬁﬁo'eisé'---ifﬁyoufhadiﬁé;aed-som;tﬁing
on Cuban matteré,,who would you'have Qone to? |
Mr, Scelsoc. I doa't recall, I just don't recall.
Mr. Johnaton. Did you have kqogledge of those pecple?
Mr. Scelso. Oh, yes. T dedlt .with them’all of the time,

but I just don't remember,

Mr. Johnston., Did you know

Mr., Scelso. Yes,.
Mr. Johnston., Did you associate him with Cuban affairs?
Mr. Scelso. Yes and I dealt with him on a number of

Cuban problems that affecred my area, my arca and Centrai

America, where a Cuban base in Miami ran agents in my country.

in Mexico and Central America, and there were constant lictle
problems about this, you know, that necessitated our talking
each other,.

Mr., Johnston. Well, let's go back to the meeting, then,
on what was probably November 23rd.

Mr. Scelsc. Yes,

(o

Mr. Johnston. Was there anybodv from the Cuban Affai-z. -

Mr. Scelso. Nog that | recall.
Mr. Johnston. In that meeting.
Hr. Scelso. Not that I recall.
Mr. Jehnston. So that although you were ordered to wu.

given charge of the investigation --

TOP SECRET




Hé; Scelso. ' Yes.'

Mr., Johnston. ‘So far as youlknow, that was not communicatdd
to the Cuban affairs peopie?

Mr. Scelso. ©oh, I am certain they knew it.

Mr. Johnston. But do ydﬁ directly knqﬁ?

Mr. Scelso. I do mot recall how the;"’iéa;ﬂe{dihii

Senator Schweiker. Under your investiéation'ht Ehat poiﬁu

¢

in time, would material, for example, Oswald had a debate and

1

a run—in with the DRE group out of New Orleans, with Bringuier ,

and some other people there, with this

grouy at the time, and I beliove they did turn some materiats
ol a debate over to someone.
Would this have come under your invéstigation or not?
Mr., Scélso. it would have conme to my attention.

Senator Schwelker. Do you recall the extent of any

=
@
-
— 3
:
=
=]
& :
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investigation that you did with anti-Castro groups such as
DRE or Alpha 66 that had any bearing'at all on your investi;i..

Ar, EBrelso. I recall that cur !liami station and the

Office of I tiaink the Counterintelligence Staff and the Qf:: -

of Jecurity passed us information on thiis and thal stops we.
. AY

taken %o interrogate Cuban exile figures with whom we were . .

.

conltdact on what they s~now abnoue Gswald's run-ins with ether -

ane thace all ot (hat material did cross my

410 Ferst Serent, $.E., Wathungton, D.€. 20003

Senator Schweiker., Did any significant material come
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report?

Mr. Scelso.‘ I don't réc#il énythign siénificant except thy
general fact that Oswald had been agitating in New Orleans
in a piouCastro_way;.and-tha; thia had excited comment gnd‘
opposition fxom'c\:-b&rij-grrou;‘:’s on tiﬁ;e-bthef side of the-fence.

Senator Schweiker. Did you know - in this investi§ation.
wag thia done Unde£ vour auspices? |

Mr. Scelso. Yea. Nominally or actuall;},' nomiAnally I
Qaa in command of it. I sent out cables all‘éver the world
ordering steps to be taken to do this and de that and uncover
records, make inquiries, surveil people and so on in connection
with this organlzation.

Senator Schweiker. One of the things that came to our
attention in the course of this investigation was a Customs
agent who was detailed or has been detailed to the CIA by the
name of DeEztade, out of Miami, and we understand that he,
after the assassination, wés actually interviewing Cuban
exiles for aany information, or name checks or something or
other. . '

boes that ngme ring a bell; or would that be part of wnat
you probably were sitting on top of at the time?

Hr, Scelsgo. I don't recall ever having heard of the mau,
and 1 wou;dn‘t,have known his true name anyway.

Senator Schwelker. But that would have been part of whit

TOP SECRET
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Senator‘ééhw;ikéft Paft of what was g;ing on at the time.

Mr. Scelso. Yes..

Mr., Johnston. Let me ask you, 'I have a cable from the
Director == I'm sorry, from Mexico City to Diractor, dated
24 November 1963, and the Mexico City number ié;s;Iand it
reports on name traces of certain pecple contacted by the Sovie;
in Mexico City.

First of all, do yﬁﬁ specifically recall receiving that
or seeing that cable at the time? )

{The Witness reads the docuﬁent.)

Mr. Scelso. I have no recollection of ever having scen
this cable.

Mr. Johnstoh; Is it posgible you saw it?

Mr. Scelso. 1t is éertainly possible,

Mr. Johnston. And according totthe distribution, would

you have?

Mr. Scelso. .The WH division got two copies, which

doesn't mean that I got a copy. It is not -- it is slugyeu,

‘the ihdic;tars at tho top would not automarically have se:nt

to me. As a matter of fact, Soviet Operations within the
Ayency we}e highly compartmentalized, and I fragkly - Wi
ALL Lrlev’

Mr, Johnstop. He was a Pravda corréspondeht who was ..o

v

in contact with Kostikev, and that is the reason for the

TOP SECRET
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fbéeaiout;

My question to you is this. Whether or not you actually

saw {t, given the fact that you were in charge of the investiga

(S

tion, what do you assume would have been done with this documen}

ooce it had arrived? What action was. reguired on it?
Mr. Scelso. It would have been Sent to me and my staff,
certainly.

Mr. Johnston. And then what would you have done with

Mr. Scelso. We would have analyzed it and traced the
pecple concerned. I 'had a large staff of analysts working
for me.

Mr. Johnston. What I'm getting to is you definitely
would have traced the names in that cable?

Mr. Scelso. Well, yes, I'm pretty sure we would have.
see a 201 nqmber written here on the cable. I can't tell whick
file.

HMr ., Johnéton. That 411 comes out of the Oswald 201,
which may be the Kennedy assassination file.

Hr. Scelso. Well, this is the Counterintelligence Kescu. .
and Analysis staff, that is Ray Roccd's staff copy.

Ar. Johnston, lMy guesticn to you is are you confident,
given the procedures in operation at the vime, that when o .:

arrived, either your staff or the Counterintelligence Staff

would have made name traces?

TOP SECRET
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depends on how -- whetheér there proved to be inytﬁipg

significant.

Mr. Johnston. Whag about the name Rolando Cubela?

Mr. Scelso. It doesn't ring a bell.

Mr. Johnston. It‘doe;n;t ring a;béli?

Mf. Scelso. No.

Mr. Johnston. Houid you be confident that that name was

i

traced through CIA records because he was in contact with

Alferiev?

Mr. Scelso. I would say that it should have been done
by routine procedures and probaby it was done.

Mr. Johnston. And to whom would the name trace =-- he

was a Cuban. Who would the namettrace have been directed to?

Mr. Scelso. It would probably have been traced by the

Soviet Bloc division because they are the ones who had the

action on this cable.

Mr. Johnston. And who would they had to have reguestous

the name trace of 'a Cuban on?
Mr., Seelso. They would simply have done it through . ¢

AY
Central Registry System.

_Mr. Johnston.} Through the 201 file?

Mr. 3Scelso. Through the 201 file.

tir . Johnston. And if that would have shown a namé --
I'm just trying to uuderétaﬁd how this oéerated -- if char

TOP SECRET
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éﬁtﬁ;vé térﬂéve.gone
to the Cuban task force to get the name trace?

Mr.:Scelgo. N4, no, not at all,

Mr. Johnston. WHat ig there gaa an operatign involving thq
Cubang?

Mr,. Scelso. Then they would havg gotten Qn answer back
from the registry which would have indicated that:.gomebody haé
an operational interest in the man, which miéht mean that he
was a security.suspect or c¢losely aligned with an agent, or
even an agent.

Mr. Joﬁnston. Would that deal with -- would the Oﬁfice .
Security be the central point for that?

Mr. Scelso. No. The Central Registry of the Clandes;iun
Services.

Mr.‘Johnston. Let me ask now with a separate capable,
is one dated 26 November 1963, to a variety of European
stations, and its number is Director 85133. I just call jyour

attention to Paragraph 3 of thacz.

My guestion being, do you roacall tiac message ‘goiny

_through to you?

(The Witness reads the document.)
Mr. Scelso. No, I don'rc.
I capnot see from the indistinct printing at the botuvu.

whether it was ccordinated with my branch. I do not recall

TOP SECRET




Now,'thia“ik a message =~ Paragraph 3 is'askiﬁg -
you read that for tﬁe record?

Mr. Scelso. Paragraph 3:  “Becausc of obvious significancs

Fhonae {Aras 203)

any scrap information which bears on President'’s assassination,
desire addressee stations screen carefully all audio tapes
since 22 November 1963 for.cormments and cable any significant

info so obtained.;

Mr. Johnston. And that is asking for what?

J 8

Mr. Scelso. That is asking for our stations which might
have had microphone or ﬁelephone tap operatidns on Soviet,
Cuban cr any other type ¢f targets to look at the tapes
made on those days and see if there ware any references or
allusions te the Kennedy assassination.

Mr. Johnston. Do you recall receiving any feedback from

those tapesaund the European stations?

o
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‘Mr. Scelso. No, I don't recall any.

Mr. Johnston. Now, I asked you wher we were off the

and your answer was no, is that right?

Mr. Scelso. HNo.

I have written friends in the states and asked then -
send me copies of all of this stuff, and they say.it is
unobt#inablc.

Mr. Wwallach. I'il say for the recorc we will give you

410 First Siteet, 5.E., Washingion, 0.C. 20003

copy.
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whom you probably know, who m;rried myasecond ceusin, and I'11
have dinner with him tomorrow.

Senator Schweiker, W e‘ll make sure you'get a.copy.

Mr. Scelso. I‘llube-ié"

Mr. Johnston. Were you'&ware in Novembar 1963 when you

CIA had engaged in plots to assassinata Fidél Castra?
Mr, Scelso. I was not.
Senator Schweikér. You were not?
Mr. Scelso; I was not.
I 4id know that in the course of our operations we werc

landing armed agents on the coast of Cuba from time to time,

WARD B FAUL

although I was not privy to these operations, and I do know
that either then or afterward in that time, historical span,

Fidel Castro used to allege, Cuban propaganda used to allege

that we were sending agents ashore to kill Casteoo. To @y

knowledge at that time and to my later knowledge whern I was

in a higher capacity in the Agency and reviewed all of the

Agency's clandestine operations regularly, I did know that o
\

were sendi;g in paramilitary groups attempting to place agen ..

abroad to do all kinds of zhings, but not that they attempre:

or that we were going te Kidnap Castro.

Senator Scmweiker. But i1f you hadrknown that, would that ha

410 First Seeeet, 3.6, Watrungten, D.C. 20003

made a difference in the thrust or the kind of investigatioa
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WOuld have onductad in the early _tag

Mr. Scelso. It woula certainly hcve caused me and the othd

whe were thinking about the assassination to view some possi-
bhilities in a different light, and it wOuld hava had other
drastic effects on me and’my career, too. I mibht a&d;;be;ause
I feel very vioclently about this. : |

Mr, Johnston. Let me ask you, just becausa off}our

background as a polygraph operator, did you have any contact

with interrogation?

Mr. Scelso. I have never heard the name,

Mr, Johnston. Did vou have any reason to believé at all
that the Agency might actually be engaging in assassinétion
plots against Castro?

Senatdr Sghweiker. Other than the paramilitary things

" which you just described to us.

Mr. Johnston. No, no indeed. -As a matter of fact, after
the XKennedy assassination which affected all of us very
profoundly, because I, for example, had been in charge of the
responsibility of pluanning the scéuri:y for two Kennedy trip-

to Central America, one to Central Amarica -~ ong to Mexice

4

“and cone to Costa Rica -- I had been up to my neck with the

Il

Secret Service, and had participated in training courses for
the body guards of any auwbers of foreign dignitaries in the

Far East and all over the world. All of our -~ there were

discussions about this between senior people in the Agency, ... ..

TOP SECRET
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we don't do anyf&ing like that.

And it would be impossible in an Agency likelour own,
bécaﬁse you couldn't do anything like that without Helms or
indeed the President's approving it. That was the tone of
eﬁeryone}s conversation,

Mr. Johnston. Do you, wheﬁ ¥ou said the knowleaée of the
fact that the Agency had engaged in plots to assassinata. . -
Castro might have affected your attitudgs -

Mr; Scelso. It would have cranked other factors, §oﬁ
see, intc our reasoning process. IAdon't think, however, in
retrospect, that it would have changed our conclusions.

Mr. Johnston. And you received a verbal order from
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Mr. Helms to conduct -- to be in charge of the investigation?
Mr. Scelso. Yes. |
Mr. Johnston. And for everyone at that meeting to
cooperate with you, is that right?

#lr. Scelso. That's right.

Mr. Johnston. Did you know that on November 22nd, 196:,
about-the time Kephedy was assassinated, a CIA case officer
was passing a'poison pen, offeriny a poison pen to a high
level Cuban to use to assassinate Castro?

M. Scelse. . No, 1 did rot.

Mr. Johnston. Would you have drawn a link in your nm:o:.:

A10 Firdt Sireet, 3. £, Washingten, $.C. 39003

between that and the Kennedy assassination?
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become an absolutely vital chtor in analyzing the events
surrounding the Kennedy assassination,

Mr. Johnston. If I add to that the fact’that on October
29th, 1963 Mr. ritzgeraid mﬂt with thia Cuban and assured hin
as a personal representative of Bobby Kennedy that his scheme
for the overthrow of Castro, possibly including Castro's
assassination, had the highest U.S. support, would that have
been a major fact?

Mr. Scelso., It certainly would.

Mr. Johnsten. And let me add to it, the reason I asked
you about the nawe traces that are on Mexico cable 7045, the

name of the Cuban that they were meeting with onniovember 22:c

is included in this cable, and that a name trace on him, if

conducted, as you say, would have led to his file which

indicated the meeting and the assassinpation plot.
Senator Schweiker. And it also might have indicated --

well, %#his is very debatable, but it might have indicated waethi

or not we were dealing with a double agent, which some peoplo

Sr. Spclso. It would have certainly ?pened u? that
guestion.

Zenator Schwelxker. Are you aware that that person now
is considered possibly a deouble agent?

Mr. Scelso. Ko, I had never heard of the person.

Senator Schweiker. Or at least a source that Castro might

TOP SECRET
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have well Havetiﬁo"ﬁiab°“é?““d‘h?fﬂ followed- or surveilled in

some way, o

Mr. Scelso. Yeah.

Mr. Wallach. I take it you would also not be aware of
the fact that the FBI througé'its 1pformants learned about this
o§eration. . e

Mr. Scelso. 'x knew nothing about it.

Mr. Johnston, éiven -~ did you assume that Oswald might
be pro-Castro? w

Mr. Séelso. Ch, yes.

Mr. Johnston., &And did you assume or did you speculate
that the Cuban government might have been behind the assassi-
nation?

Mr. Scelso. We weighed this possibility, and at the
Stage ut which I turned over the investigation to Mr. Rocca,
on Mr; Angleton's staff, my inclination was still to reject
that possibiliéy.

However, just at the time that I was turning it over, .
saw for the first time the FBI report from Mr, Katzeabach’ s
office ang discovered something I.had never known, and tinoec
is that Qswald had taken a pot snot at éeneral Walker, anc
inmediately I started to wonder, did Oswald tell the Cubans
in HMexice and the Russians in HMexico that he was the mén Wi

had takea a. shot at Genergl Walker? Did he use this heroiv

deed to build himself up in their eyes as a person who thew

- TOP SECRET
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should welcoma "in A_t:he_.ir‘ c_cunf; ‘and glve & viss to, whichiwa

what he was aftex? I; seemgdiiélméz knowinéftﬁéxﬁsychgiéa§

of psychopathic personalitigé. exactly what'hé woul&_héve done.
But at that time I was turning the thing over, and I might add
that at that time I had the Panama ricts of Januaxy 1964 on

my handas, and-élenty of other things. 1 was still running -my
whole branch all through this investigation, " 3

Mr. Johnston. At the time you were conducting your
investigation, was it brought to your attention, the fact that
Castro had talked to an AP reportﬁr 5y the name of Daniel .
Harker on September 7, 1963, and threatened to eliminate or
said that U.S5. leaders who were trying to eliminate him and
that he threatened retaliation?

Mr. Scelse. 1 think theat did come to our attenéion.

Or it came to my'attention peEEsonally.

Mr. Wallach. Let me show you a copy of an article tha:
appeared in, among other papers, the New Orleans Timeé—ﬁicg;;“-
and if I migher, just before giving it to you 15 a way of
background inform you that within -- are my facuis.correc:,
3im,'within a day or two before this article, a CIA repress.
tative case ;ificer had met with Cubela whe was involved
assassination plot against Castre in Brazil.

Senator Schweiker. And the cryptonym for that was

AMLASH.,

Mr. wWwallach. And then that meeting took place in

TOP SECRET
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et %e?sﬁaw
you this statement that Castro made in September —- OT the
article speaks for itself.

{The Witness reads the docuﬁent.}

Mr. Scelso. I don't remember seeing tﬁis afticle;:

Mr. Johnston. I will call to your attention —-

Mr. Wallach. May I ask one --

Mr. Johnston., Well, just to refresh y;ur recollection, I
will call to your attention a Mexico City cébla 7055,

dateé 25 November '63, paragraph 2 of that cabie reports

the essence of the ﬁewspaper story.

Mr. Scelso. Yeah, I mus:t have scen this.

Mr. Johnston. You do feel, then, that although you
may not have éeeﬁ the newspaper article, you knewaabo;t the
incident.

Mr. Scelso. Yes.

Mr. Wallach. I take it you did not know of any meeting

in Brazil shortly before this.

Ar. Scelsc. 1 knéw cwifiing aksul thar - operations.  Juni:n
operations were conpletely compartmentaed within the Agency.
anz even after 19635 when I was put on the Foreign Intellliqgoacs
$taff and had the job of annually reviewing all of the oper::.
and nrojects in the FI, Foreign lntelligesce field, and sz

of those in the counterintelligence field which we knew abo:,
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attention éither.

Mr. Scelso. Well, it did not come to mine, and I gather
from conversations 1 have had with colleagues, retired colleagu}
kera in Hashington and with Mx. 'Phillips and what I have read
in the papers, that Helms wagﬁknbwigagéhble cf;;ll;gflthis, and
undcubtedlf Helms, with whom I kept in very close touéh
throughout thils investigation -- it was pretty much a one-way
street 1t seems now -~ probably was analyzing this 24 hours a
day.

Senator Schweiker. I'll buy that pretty well.

Mr. Wallacﬁ. Do you know if Hllelms or anyone else was
conducting an investigation separate and apart from yours of
the assassination of Presidént Kennedy?

Mr. sSceiso., No. I would be pretty =-- as sure as I
could be of anything in the Agency, I could be prétty sure no
was not.

Mr. Johnston. Could he have conducted one through SAS

that you would not have known about?

Mr. Scelso. Hardly.' I nad so many friends in SAL,
would have found out about it and it would have been beca.
of the tremendous flow of iunformation back and forth, tho I.a:
that cables were misrouted and people get to see cables thoey
are not supposed to see and so on, it would have been ver:

unlikely that I would not have heard of it.
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discussed previouély to the Eﬁfopean stations, Director 85113,

Pront [Asee 203;) y

which says review the tapes, audlo tapes, a return cable on
November 27th does not clite this. cable but does;xepart the
tape from Paris audia.tapes.. It-carriés a cbnvé;sation relatind
to Cubala. |

Could that cable have comé back in withéut it being
routed through you? .

Mr. Scelso. Sure.

Mr. Johnston. I don't have it, I don't have the Novenbey
27th cable.

Mr. Scelso. I am pretty sure. I Gidn't know that any

such cable went out to Eurcope. I didn't know at that time tho:

WARD B PAUL

we had any cperations against Cuban targets, any audio opera-

tions against Cuban targets in Europe, although'l later learnec

about it when I was reviewing all of the Qperatibns several

years later, and I am pretfy certain that I never saw any of
¢

the take fram any such operations.
Mr. ‘Johnston. Le%t me then fiﬁally :eéonstruct._
You know of no invesctigation inte the asgassination other
than the .one you conducted in that tiase period.‘
Mr. Sceiso. In that time pefiod, correct.

Senator Schwelker. Hithin the CILA.

Mr. Scelso. Within the CIA, that's right.

410 Fint Streel, S.E,, Withington, B.C. 30083

My, Johnston., And your investigation did not take
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dnterviewed the case officer that met with hin on Hovemier iin 1]

account of'_ n_ongoin§ CI plotting with shigh 1e::ei -"(iul-:»an
to assassinaté Castro.:

Mr. Scelso. It did not.

Senator Schweiker. Because he.did-notlhave knowledge. of ig.

Mr. Johnston. You aid not have knowledge of it.

Mr. Scelso. That'a right.

Mr. Johnston. And that was not at all con;idered in your
investiqation.

Mr. Scelso. That is right.

Mr. Johnston. And to the best you can put yourself back
to November 23rd, if you had known the bare fact of a meeting
and the facts 1 have explained tod;y about the meetings with
AMLASH, would you have drawn a 1ink.between the Kennedy
assassination and the AMLASH operation?

Mr. Scelso. I would definitely have Lrought inéo my
reasoning this very_significant_factof, and have scrutinized

the case and all of the logical possibilities from a different

viewpoint, and I might well have urged any number of operatioc:n.]
sveps, investigative steps to help resclve these factors.

I wouwld certainly, for example, have urged =o set ahols-
of this agent and polygraph him.

sr. Johnston. How about the case officer? ‘ould wou have

senator Schweiker. Wnich agent do you mean?

Mr. Scelso. <Cubala. I gather that is his name. I have
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Senator Schweiker. - 3Lght.

3 Mr. Wallach. WHell, let me ask you ==

4 _ Mr. Johnston. ,Well,;let“me}

5 a wOuld’you_havg”iéﬁé;éiéééqfﬁhe:casq officdr?

8 | Mr. Ségiéé.t‘hﬁééﬁid you.sd§fth; case off;ger¥;dsf

f - Mr. Johnston.' I have not,

8 Hr. Scelso. I wéulﬁ definitely have wanted to talk to
9 him.

10 Mr. Johnston. And ask him what, the substance of his

11 meeting on the 22nd?

4 : :
g 12 Mr, Scelso. Yes, find out all thec details about it.

& .

o 13 © Mr. Johnston. Would you have been interested in whether
<

&

14 | or not the agent took the poison pen that was offered him?

15 Mr. Scelso. Indeed.

16 Mr. Wallach. Would you alsoc, having become aware of this,

17 asked senior CIA officials, maybe Mr. Helms in particular, abo.:

18 other assassination attempts that we have documented such an

g 19 the CIA's use of the Mafia against Castro? I mean, you woull

* v
g :
o have gone iusto a new area? i
g 20 ;
5 ‘ i
g 21 Mr. Scelso. I would definitely have wanted to know all

> bout ti |

; about tnat.

4 22 _

E 23 I did know, by the way, about our involvement with the

i

4 ! . .

g Mafia concerning Cuba,

e 24

-

Senator Schweiker. In what respect?
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410 First Street, S.E., Wathingten, D.C. 79802

before the Kennedy Vsaasination. I wa called over tc the

Department of Justice ta talk to a high oﬁficial who was in

¥ ]

'charge of the anti-racket ering squad. T don't. remember ‘the

man 8 name but e was and still-i a8 ...1 kﬁown public fiﬁure.

Mr. Wallach., Was it Herbért Mlller? .

Mr. Scelso. No. It was an Iriahman, I remembér, a
young fellow, a youné Irishman who was a crdny of Bobby. Kennedy
and was trying to run down the'Mafié.and the Las Vegas gamblers
were what_we were working on at that time, and lt had been
discovered that these Las yegas gamblers were smuggling cash,
which.they skimmed off the top of their daiiy take; to
Panama and putting it in numbered bank accounts, which
Panamanians, among their other cultural developments; have
copied this‘from the Swizs, although why anybody would trust
a Panamanian bank with his money I don't .know, and thig man,
this Department of Justice official 5sked us -- and someone
else was with me, but I don't remember whom -~ whether CIA
had any way of finding out all about ;hese numbered bank
accounts, in other words, who owned the accounts.

It‘so happened that at that time we were in an excell
position to do this, although it would have been a delicatc
matter, and I came back, although it was purely a criminal

matter with few, if any overtones, of counterespionage intveres

TOP SECRET




that I think Panamaniaﬁ diplomats had been involved in the
amuggling of this money. - One’ was later arre_atg_:d. So wWe came
back all bristling l ‘

a great idea, #ﬁ& promptly thls came tc #r. Angleton 8
attention, and we had to brief him on it, and he said well,

we're not going to have anything toddo wlth this,a This is the

Bureau's business. And whammo, end of conversation. WHe were

??;r

called off.
I went to Colonel J. Cl King{ who wag at that time the
Chief of the WH bivision, and told him this, and J.C. King

said, well, what do you expect? BAnd I said, well, I don’t know

&
>
<
&
L
a
[
-
¥

I didn't expect that. He said, well, you know, Aﬁgleton has

these ties to the Mafia, and he is not going toc do anything to

o
<
o
@
o
' &
N

jeopardize them., And then I szid, I didn't know that. Aand he
said, yeah, it had to do with Cuba.

This pas stuck in my memory., I was quite confident at
that time -~ we are, I am sure, no longer in a position to
do this -- but we could have done it then. That is how I
rnew this,

Mr. Wallach. But insofar as you knew, you didn't know
any of the details of the ties.

Mr. Scelso, 1 didn'= know any details of it whatsoever,

2310 Fint Spreat, S.E, Wainington, DLC. 20003

1 do know, I do recall that these were Mafia people who were
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1

|

Mr. Wallach,v Let me ask you this qﬁnation,

Did the CIA conduct an investigation to determine whether
or not there was Cuban involvement in the qsséésin&tien of
President Kennedy? ‘ L . -

Mr, Scelsc. Yes, to the extént that you éould see it on
the record, we did analyza and investigate Oswald's connections
with the Cubans in New Orleans and in Mexico City.

Me. Wallach. Forgetting, for a second, Lee llarvey Oswald,
you talkedibefore about if you had known of certain facts that
we have discussed here, you would have gent out different
operational leads or requested different operations,

Mr. Scelso. Yes, |

Mr. Wallach. I think there is a distinction between
re;racing Oswald and his_possible contacts, and conducting an
investigaéion to determine if a country, a fereign country was
invelved in the assassinatiaﬁ of one of our Presgdents.

How, going to the latter point, was such an investigati::.
conducted that you Know of b? tha CIA?

Mr. Scelso. Well, here we are yetting down to fine porsi .
of semantics.- I still ;nsisc that -~ of coufge, you can sec
the Central Intelligdence Agency did issue ordprs to go over .-
audio tapes, obviously, on Cuban anu Soviet targets. ‘That !
investigation.

Senator Schweiker. I think we are talking here a matter
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"requirement of trying to find out whether or not there was

peen the traffic, but I do know that all stations were urae

?Hg: ééeigégmﬂxlwilllcopéédg ;his,.éhﬁ%-ha&'xikhoyn these
facts, our investigation of the:Kennedy aésassinationrwould havé
locked much different than it did, and we would have undertaken
any nurber of camprehensive steps;:

Mr. Wallach.‘ Su;h"ag'?ﬁag2

Mr. Scelso. Such as guerying, making sure all of oar
Cuban sources were queried about what they knew on it, that
this operatién, this agent that was offered the poison pen, was
tho;oughly interrogated to the limlt that thag Qas possible. I
don't know what his capacity was or where he waé physicall-
located, that he would be polygraphed.‘ |

Senator Schweiker., And the case officer.

Mr. Scelso. And his case officer interrogated, obviously.

Mr. Wallach. Do you know whether or not any of the Agency

sources, agents, etc., inside Cuba were ever levied with the

Cuban involvement?
Mr. Scelss. I don't know this for a fact. I wouldn't
to explore everything with all sources.
Mr. Wallach. You‘re familiar with the JMWAVE stét%é:A
Mr. Scelsc., Yes.
Mr. Wallach. We've had testimony from persons there thau

they did not ask their sources, either inside or outside
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there was this photogrép .tﬂ&t wag taken of. a man entering
the Soviet embassy in Mexico City that was sent out as supposedl];
being Oswald. ‘

Mr. chlso. Yes.

Senator Schweiker. Kﬁd then, of course, as soon as
Oswald's picture came out, it was obvious that it was not
Oswald.

Mr. Scelso. Yes, uh~huh.

Senator Schweiker. Can you enlighten us as to-how —-— Wit
happened with that picture mix-up, and was the person who was
supposedly Oswald ever ldentified?

Mr. Scelsc. - I can answer to that to the extent that as

long as I was engaged in it, we did, as you know, have a pa-
surveillance on the Soviet Embassy's main entrance, and I
think we also had one in the Cuban consulate; as I recall,

the same person was seen going in both of these installaticc.

and photographed.

Unknown to us in Washington, our Mexico City station

TOP SECRET
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Oswald was known to have been in Mexico and to have visited

the Soviet embassy, pickéa out the only possible photograph
that could have been here -~ that is, a Caucasian male == and
showed it to. the FBI office in Mexico City, and an FBI man,
all of this unknown to headquaégefs here, took the ‘photograph
and flew to Dallas with it, where the photograph"ﬁas shown to
various people.

This photograph Qas of a -— you've geen i€ == I gized
this guy up as a merchant Seaman or a Soviet seaman from his
build and his elothes, who was going into £hese places to get
visas, or he was a seaman from someplace to gét visas to get
on and off ships. That's the only thing I could think of.

Senator Schweiker. Why wouldn't Oswald's photograph have
shown up there? |

Mr. Scelsc. Simply because these people operating_these
ﬁhotograph centers d;dn‘t photograph everybody who went in anc
out.

Senator Schweiker. They did not?

Mr. Scelso. No. It is a problem of management.
e g

We had a number of ¢bservation posts.

It is extrone

difficult to find, motivate, crain and control people to sit

in these places day after day, looking out of the window, Woirhi:

cameras. It is an extremely difficult and unrewarding passtiie.
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testing.ﬁréa fgé 511'kihdélbéfedbterib'téchniquesgllke'lhls, and
wa ran thase things as sort of school problens in order to
establish the best methods and managem et methods and techmque<
and so on, but they were by no means infallible." i

Senator Schweiker. Do you remember nfﬁer the a sassinatLOA
a Cuban policy review that the Central Intelligence Agancy
conducted?

What timeframe would that have been?

Mr. Johnston. Mid-December, 1963.

Senator Schweiker. Of all its Cuban operations.

Mr. Scelso. I do not recall. I would not have been
involved in it.

Senatvor Schweiker. You probably wouldn't have been inve: |
1 just wondered if you recalled any Cuban policy review at ti
high levels of CIA.

Mr Scelsoc. I wouldn't have known about it anyway.

almost certainly, unless I heard about it, you knew, throu.gh

scuttlebutt.

Mr. Sohnston. Going back to Pa ul's yguestion, whicl

basically was the nature of investigation of possible

Cuban involvement, 1 showed you earlier this morning belforec

we went on record a memorandum for the hAssistant Deputy 1.

~of Plans from the Acting Chief of the sI division, dated

23 Novenner L1963, I will show that to you to refresh yo:
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- . Y E 5
‘3 5 In essence, that memorandum reports ‘on Kostikev, who was
) . . . .
H 3 one of the men CIA, one of the Soviet men CIA believes OQswald
k . . .
4 talked to 4n Mexico City, and .I show you that document to jog
g || Your memory, to. ask ﬁhethefyitfis'yoﬁrfsenqg'that an elaborate
6 counterintelligenbe'ihvéstigétidh{diféﬁted,atfthéﬁSovieia
" was conducted, at least during the time you were involved.
8 Mr. Bcelso. Well, Kostikov was put under survelllance at
o once by the tremendous apparatus we had working.in Mexico. I
10 guess you know now that our Mexico station was the most
1 elaborately equipped and effective in the couﬁterintelligence
f 12 field of any we had in the world, and they went on to this
&
&
2 13 target all out, immediately, and I remenber the cables vaguely
o< .
14 about Kostikov's activities after the assassination which were
15 completely unrevealing, hwndrum.
16 Mr. Johnston. While you were involved, was there contact
19 made  with various KGB scurces in order to find out what they
g knew?
i8
§ 19 Mr. Scelso. I don't kaow that we had any KGO sources. :
o
g have heard since then -- let's see, that was 1963, We nay Lo
g 20 ' .
k3 had KGB scources, and I have known thrcougaout my career about
£ 21 '
: z a number of our KGB sources while they were still in operatvi. ..
7] 22 ‘ : .
ol 3 oz buc not about many of them because tnis was completely
. b o . '
f & 04 compartmentalized.
: o
10 : ‘
: 25 I do know == I have heard at some juncture later that o
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you have heard this BLOLY ==
Mr. Johnston. Noséﬂio. .
Mr. Scelso. Yeah, IAve heard it fourtﬁ;hénd;ia
heard it third h#gdg?u ‘ A
Mr. Johnstoﬁi"H&.E#ééﬁiénfﬁiéﬁﬁéré aiféééedzgt gﬁe fact
that while you were invnlvéd, did you héve a fééli#giér a
senge that there was‘n major eff§rt tb determine whether the
Soviets were somehow behind Oswald?
Mr. Scelso. VYes.
Mr. Johnston. Did you have an equal sense.of an effort

to determine whether the Cubans were hehind Oswald?

Mr. Scelso. No, not a corresponding effort.

o
3
z
&
4
a
[
3
3

Mr. Johnston. And is that in part du= #o the fact that
Mr. Angleton Q§s such a strong personaiity and dominant in tne
Agency?

Mr. Scelse. Well, in the early stages Mr. Angleton was
not able to influence the course of the investigation, which
was a source of great hitterness to him. Hé was extremely
enbittered that 1 was entrusted with the investigation and ha +j
wasn't. 1 was equally embittered because [ had plenty to dJdu
anyway, although I was proud of having the assignment. Anglews
than sandbagged me as guickly as he could, and I had -~ thrua.o

out my career 1 have on a number of oc¢casions been forced to

430 Fieat Street, $.E., Wathington, 0.0, 20003

investigate major operations run by Mr. Angleton. Mr.
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‘these things overseas, éndTih”tha‘United” tates and I took thess

jobs very reluctantly, but once i had them, I went all out, aund
every time they ended up, Angleton came out covered with vou
know what, although I was 5#' asyhén him-ﬁkiifcoﬁiéﬁbei_

Mr. Johngton. One pf:thg ﬁéétméﬁésvr sﬁowed?&du previously

ﬁhis morning was a memorandum for the record which you prepared

"on 23 Hovember 1963 about the arrest of Silvia Duran.

Mr. Scelso. Yeah .

Mr. Johnston. And according to your memorandum for the
record, you received a report that the Mexican government was
going to arrest Silvia.Duran. Mr. Karamessines didn't want th:
to happeh, and ordered you to cable Mexico City to hola off
the-arrest, and you cobjected and wrote this memorandum for the
record objecting to it.

Do you recall this incident?

Mr. Scelso. After seeing this memorandum, recognizing
it == I think I even typed it myself -- the difference betweea::
recognition and recall, I-recoénize it. It must have happenci.

Mr. Johnston., But do you zecall Mr. Xaramessines orgeris
you to?

Mr. Scelso. No, [ do not.

Mr. Johnston., Do.you recall why you obﬁected and;&hy P
felt it necessayy to write a memorandum for the record about

Mr. Scelso. I objected to telephone calls on security

 TOP SECRET
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13

14

15

18

17

18

19

20
21
22
23
24

25

they went over 1and 1inea{ and I was absolutely convinced that

rﬁhey Wentlﬁy‘ . T _[ You could see.the T

&nd I habitually objected to this.

Karamessines. I am'sure would rarely resort to that. Why

I wrote the memorandum for the record I don't know, ‘because

1 very rarely wrote'memoranda for the rocord.

Mr. Johnston; fI'showed you previously this morning —

excuse me, The £1ash message ¢o Mexiceo Clty, Director 8491C of

.23 November 1963, which was.authored by Karamessines and

Chief of WH 3 -~ that’s you.

Mr. Scelso. That's me.

Mr. Johnston. Was the authenticating officer.

Mr., Scelsc. That means I wrote it.

Mr. Johnston. You wrote it:

Mr. Scelso. He signed off on it.

Mr. Joﬁnston. *The arrest of Silvia Duran is an extremeiy
serious matéer which could prejuéice the ©.5. freedom of
action on entire guestion of Cuban respoasibility.”

What did you mean when you wrcte)that, and I will show
you ‘the cable. o

M . Sceléo. It is hard to say. T

Mr. Johnston. 1 don't understand,, and maybe you cin

explain to us what the great concern was with the arrest of

TOP SECRET




Pmane (Arss 202}

N
o
vy
=
@
B
L
i~

*

o
2
€
.
L]
o
&
<
¥

410 Fiest Street, S.E., Waihington, O.C, 20003

S

oy A
ou may reca 1; shejwas

Mr. Scelso. - I don t think we knew at that time that she

was a Cuban cltizen.;-

Mr. Johnston: -1 think gshe:was.'a’ Maxican citélen_employed
by the == i . ' . ‘

Mr. Scelso.l Wa éidn't reaiize at that time JAe Was a
Mexican cltizen, and the arrest in a forelian counégy';f any
consular official .

Senator Schwelker. You thought she was'a Cuban.

Mr. Scelso. We thought she was a Cuban citizen:and
Cuban consular official. it turns out that shé was a local
enployee. |

Senator Schweiker. aAnd that would have been the basis of
your concern?

Mr. Scelso. Yeah, the fact that she was -- well, we
were; one, concerned about blowing the -- revealing our telepho
taps, prematurely revealing knaglﬁdge that, revealing our
kﬁowledﬁe that Oswald had been in the Cuban consulate at all.
Of course, that all came but later in the papers and so on,
at this juncture, when was this, the 23rd, the ne#t day, we
were Keeping the lid on everything because we didn't know
which way the thing was going to go. Also, the arrest ¢I

consular officials is an extremely serious matter.

Mr. Johnston. Was there a concern expressed to you or

TOP SECRET
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.told ma that,

Lwould be a matter of crucial international imp rtance.}

be“extremely serious

\l

if‘Cuban 1nvolvement were ‘uncovered?

Mr, Scelso. Well, b ﬁon"t think ~— nobody came to me and

It was just in the air, Evarybody knew that thay

~We11, did anybody ever suggest to you

Senator SChweiker.
to either downplay or~not push toc hard or to not follow up

something for that reason?

Mr. Scelsc. Ko, indeed. Absclutely not, although in a

very short time, I or we came to the conclusion that Cuba was

I still think

I now say rightly or wrongly,

not involved.
rightly, incidentally,--
Senator Schweilker., Probably after the Alvaradeo analysis?

Mr. Scelso. Well, after we got the full gist of all.of
the telephone conversations which were cabkled up to us and
we were getting more and more information about Oswald, althou.g
as 1 say again, we got none cf this vital informatien thé
Burcéu was getting until at least Christmas, maybe later than

over in

that. If Rocca says that he took the investigation

January, he tcok the investigation over right after I saw

S50 ne one sugyested that we tone the

this Katzenbach report.
thing down, although we did within a very few days, we came U~o
tne conclusion -- and I wrote an initial report of three or

four pages which went directly to President Johnson, maybe

two ortthree pages -- giving cur conclusion that this was o
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Hr; Joggatan.
form that ysu wrote

Hr. Scelso. I

'Senator Schweiker.r 1s that'the one we aaﬁ?_
Mr, Johnston.
Senator Schwel

That was withi

Mr. Johnston,

‘President of Mexico

‘ni&itﬁ qc‘té PreSidénh Johnson in the

ie?

belleve it was. hand-carried by the then

D.i.mctor, am ucCQna T -guess,

No.

ker. We saw some report.

7 tﬁe next day.

‘Ho, this report was one that went to the

Mr. Scelso. Well, there was a short report, and it was

going out on a limb,

Mr, Wallach.
Senator Schwel
another report.
(Discussion of
Hr. Scelso. T

of the facts you do

and it was a -- it didn't hedye too mucn.
Let me ask you this.

ker. Well, now, wait a minute. We saw

f the record.}
he report would not centain any informacic

n'¢ know, but it would throw ligh:z on our

reasoning and our conclusions drawn at tiiat time.

Mr. Wallach.
of sort of logistic

In the investi
of the perscns work

Mr. Harvey and Mr.

May we got back, and I Qant te ask a couills
a2l guestions.

gation that you were heading up, wWore an.
ing under you. had they been working untw.

Fitzgerald in Cuban Affairs before? Uo rc:
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Mr. Scelso.

Mr. Wallach._ But yOerO ‘t‘recall having someone that you

e scaiso. wo.

M&.-Wallach. ZDO ydﬁlknow,.have any explanation, can you
offer us any explanation aa to whf Mx. Halms did notxtell you
of the CIA's nssassination plots?

Sapnator Schweiker. I might say that he did not tell the
Warren Commissioﬁ.

Mr, Scelso. I am sure the Warren Commission never heard

abogut it.

o4
E]
-
L
4
a
3
<
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Well, Mr. Helms was very closed-mouthed. He knew a lot
of very, very important things which I did not know.

Mf. Wallach. But he also asked you to run the investigat:iu

Mr. Scelso. YIs.

Mr. Wallach. In that context I am asking you whether you
havs any exXplanation as to why he Qould act have told vou ov
why Gaesmond Fi:zgérald, who you said was your #friend, woul-.
have told yoq? |

Mr. Scelse., Well, at that time 1 was nct a close frien.
Mr. Pitzgerald. 1 never was a real intimate friend of his.

Mr. Wallach. But going back to HMr. Helms who had put ;.

. 410 Fiegt Streal, 5.€., Washingion, D.C, 20003

in charge, and you said, giving .you full authority as you asave
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Mr. Scelso. Well, aside from;tﬁe variaés‘ébviéusﬁ;nes
that he realxzed that 1t would thlect very mrﬁrly an fho Agency
and very pooxly on. him, and that it migh’t indeed turn out that
the Cubans had undextaken this nssassinatio“__“ r taliation for
our operations to assassinate Castro, this wﬁuld have a
disastrous effect on him and the’ Aggncy, Iﬂthink those;ara the

. . o
obvioqs human explanaﬁiona, pius the fact i thin& Mr. Helms,
knowing me, wouldrhave had sonme conc#rn about my reactibon to thy
revelation because he knewswhat kind of person I wds,

Mr. Wallach, What was explained to you as yqur_juris-
dictional basis for investigating? I mean, that is sort of
legalistic term.

How was the investigation éxplained to you in terms of
what the FBI was doing, what the CIA was doing, just your
general, overall undérs;andinq?

Mr. Scelso. Well, my overall ﬁnderstanding, Mr. Helnrs
told me in the presence of these others that I was in charge
of the investigation, that everybody was to feed all infermue.

to me. I was to reporﬁ-directly to him, that no ohe was 20

hold any meeting with anybody else cutside of the Agency on .

Kennedy assassination without my being present, and that o
course was violated from the first day on.

Mr. Wallach., Well, let me ask you this and then I'1il
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the CIA is not & iaﬁx;nfdrcemenE‘AQEn;f:fx
Did Mr. Helms at any time diséuss with.you what -allowed
him to ask that anninvest;gatibn.beVconducted?
Mr. Sce1sc.- No, that.wa n t really necessaryfb
was thoroughly familiar with the ground rules affecting our

operations internally and externally. We had in our qrea,

my area, countless operations targeting ﬁﬁich

were worked out elaborately within the ground rules. Helms

was very, very firm on his insistence, which came up from

time to time, that we do not operate

of the United States unless we are specifically reguested to
by some other Government agency which is empowered to do su.

Mr. Wallach. I think somehow my éuestion has béea mis=-
stated.

We have been told Sy persons familiar with Cuban activiLie-
there, including people at the JMWAVE station, that it was
their belief, whether they were told or not, that this.
investigation was within the ambit of tiwe FBI, and that they
were not investigating the assassinaticn of President Renned:y

Mr., Scelso. I think that they mcantl—- and that was
true, that the investigation of things which had occurred ins: .
the United States.

Mr. Wallach. They were talking ygenerally, worldwide,

was my understanding.

TOP SECRET
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1 take it back.. I def

did. I saw Mr. f&ﬁich, the FBT iiaison officeé}'on”a number

of occasions in the company of Mr. of the CI

Staff.

Mr. Wallach. Mr. I believe at that time was

in Special Investigations, and Mr. Angleton's CI Staff?

Mr. Scelso. That's right,

Mr. Wallach. You mentioped before that Mr. ielms laid

down ground rules that no one was te talk to anyone outside

the Agency.

Mr. Scelso. About the Kennedy case.

Mr. Wallach. What were the reasons for Mr. ﬁelms'
érouna rules? Did he ever tell you?

Mr. Scelso. Well, he didn*t specifically tell mo.
just wanted mé to know everything that the Agency knew.abo
the investigation.

Mr. Wallacn. »~And you said before that you had reason
to believe that someone was talking to persons outside the

CIlA.

inite}

[l

#

LR T  T R R PN

S

I
: -

§




of
2
«
&
&
o
[4
rd
x

410 Firil Street, 5., Wainington, D.&. 20003

'those discuésions?

iﬁdepéﬁdently

discussed a case with Members of the Warren-bommission,'includi:”

Mr. Allen Dulleas,

Mr. Wallach. Do you kgow nﬁytbiqg aboﬁtﬁthe detalls of
Mr. Scelso. Naot aneffhiﬁé. szhﬂgletéh.paé;eé on-to me
no information. -‘ o ) .

Mr. Wallach. Did Mr. Dﬁlles ever make any reguest of you? |

Mr. Scelso. HNo. I was naver in contact with Mr. Dulles.

Mr., Wallach. Do you know if Mr. Bulles made any requests
independently of the Agency for any infermation?

Mr. Scelso. I don't recall, I dﬁn't recall his ever
making any.

Mxr., Wallach. Do you know whether or noﬁ Mr. Dulles knew
about the =-- well, you wouldn't know the answer ~- about the
assassination plots. "

Mr. Scelso. HNo.

Mr. Wallach. Why were you taken o?f the investigation?

Mr. Scelsc. I had findshed my inicial report, which was
simultanecusly outdated‘and mode re'unddnt by the FBI's repor:
which contained this vasé am§unt of information frem Oswald's
diaries, and the information about Oswald's other activities
15 the United States Wwhich was not known to me when I was
writing my initial report.

I circulated copies of this report to Mr., Angleton, to
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:'Mr.VWallééﬁgﬂ DOAY5u1#§éa11_;;foné:%rﬁm’Eﬁéigubéﬁ*#:da?
Mr. Scelsé.juﬂoiﬁ: o
Mr. Wallach. I'm sorry, go ahead. 1 interrupted you.
Mr. Scelso. And Mr. Nelms asked for comments. I had

also on the cover sheet of my report, which I had circulated

4
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«
&
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several days before, asked everyone to give me their comments
and point out any errors, and I had gotﬁen no comments. And
Mr. Angleton then said his comﬁent was that my reéort was so
full of errors that we couldnlt possibly send it over to the
FBRI -~ or excuse me, I had said in advance that they had my

report. I yave them my resume of what I remembered from

Katzenbach's report, and I said my report is obviously useics:.i
. . ]

]

I suguest that the Soviet angles of this case be followed uy

-by the Soviet Bloc Civision which is much better able to

analyze Oswald's diaries; meantime the Soviets had turned owv.

to us a dossier which they had on Oswald, I had just learned

410 Firsl Street, 5.E., Waihingion, D.C. 20001

that. And I said, my report is meaningless, and I propose th.-
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" Mr. Wallach. .And'you went back to your regulariaasignmenn
- Mr. Scelso. I went back to my reguiar aesignment_
Mr. Helms then privately thanked me very much for what
I had done, and stated he had the greatest confidence in mo
Mr. Wallach. Did you ever have any contact with the «-
or any members of the Warren Commission yourself?
Mr. Scelso. Yes, I had many contacts with them during
this peried.
Mr. Johnston. If I'm going to be redundant =~ excuse me

for just a minute -- if you've answered this one when I was

H
1
i
i
'
I
'
§

talking to the Senator, please tell me so, but when Mr. Anglai:-

spoke up and said this should be carried on by the Soviet

JC1 staff.

Mr. Scelse. I said that.

Mr. Johnston. You said that?

Mr. Scelsc. I suggested that the Soviet aspects of :iv
he gone over by the Soviet Bloc Division.

Mr. Johnsten. I'm sorry. I thought you said that

TOP SECRET . .
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-’Helma reaction‘waﬁ to g&ceda%

request,

You szee, withzshé:réceipt of the FBI reportiw$thftne
vast amount ofﬂinformation about Oswald's activities in the

United States, including sheoting at General Walker, the

balkisticsrevidence, the opening up of all of his activitiesy
in the Soviet Union, this scope of therinveatigationwwas far
greater than I could handle from m§ position as chief'of'this
branch in the Western lemisphere Division. I felt that I hoo
@ery satisfactorily investigated the Mexican aspects of it, aunc
handled all of the cother worldwide aspects of it in the time
that we had had, being ignorant, as I was, of our attempts to
knocx off Castre, and I wag guite happy to get out_of it. |
one ef thc_re;soﬁs that Helms gave e the case in the
place was that Angleton was so clor 5 <h: FBI.and there w..
also initiaily the possibility that the FBI was in some wa:.
derclict or involved or something like that, and Angle;on --
Helus wanted someons to copnduct the investigation who was
in bad with the FBI, and i was not and Angletoﬁ was.

Mr. Wallach. whet was the discussion that you talked ab.

TOP SECRET -




7 6 0 v

wWARD & PAUL

418 Firl Sireet, 5 ., Wathington, D.C. 20003

1¢
il
12
13
14
15
16
17
i8
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

Mr. Scelso., This was a theoretical ?oasibility. In otheu

 words, we knew right off that the FBI had been in touch with

Oswald hecause we got regular --..the FBI sent us copies of ai.
qf their'repbité on‘people tha£ mighﬁyﬁs-afxinée:est to us,
ineluding Oswald, and masses of "seuff. fThese rep&rts had not

come to my desk before the assassination, you see, or perhaps

they had because, of ‘course, we knew Oswald had been in Mexico. |

Maybe we did get it, but I know they never came across my desk
personally. And we knew, of course, that an FBI special age:n-
was meeting Oswald at infrequent intervals torfind out how
he was doing and so on.

Therefore, there was a possibility that in scme way, shs.

or form, the FBI migh% have been derelict or culpable or

i
.
i
i
1
1

something like that, and of course, we never developed anythi:. :

like that,

Mr. wallach. ©Did you ever have any discussions with any. o

about why the facts you have lakeled as significant in tha:

report when Ratzenbach showed you the FBI wepors, were nove.

Ay

brought to your attention at any earlier date?

Mr. Scelso. I mentioned it to Helms, and I wentiopned
the meeting, tnis climactic meeting, and no one comwsented -
it because it was par for the cdurse. The FBI could be

extremely clannish and protective of their own interests, s .
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4 not be criticized, and they wanted

all of the facts beforeﬂtﬁey wbhld let anybody'kﬁow anything.

Mr., Wallach. You mentioned before that you talked .to

‘certaln membars,of_the:WariénzCommisalon.?

Do you remember who :nose were?

Mr. Scelso. I recognize their names. They were lawyers.

Mr. Wallach. Staff ﬁembers.

Mr, Scelso. Staff membersa.

Mr. Wallach. Do.you remember the type of con;ersapions'
you had? I know you can't remember the specific conversation.

Mr. Scelsc. Yes. We did not pass to them in writing at

that time the information that

that we had

photosurveillance. We passed this word to them verbally.

Senator Schweiker. Was there anything else that number oo-

you didn't pass the fact

you didn*t pass, that you

you had photo surveillance. Was there anything else?

Mr. Seelso. . We didn't pass it in writing. We told the.

verbaliy.

A}

Senator Schwoeiker. Was there anything like this that . .

treated in that way that you can recall?
ur. Scelso. The rature of our intimate liaison with .
We told them all

Mexicans, we didn't put down in writing.

verbally so they had the bemefit of it. I was authorized L
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secuxity of the warren Commission Was " going to be and go on.
Fortunately, the interregntion of Silvia Duran came out and

corroborated everythan that wag in.the telephona calis, I

\ et e

|‘FAL < " K

details of the interrogation then in writing,jandﬁof caurse,

we showed them the transcriptiona of the telephone calls.

Mr. Wallach. Was there ever any discussien ;ut at the
Agency about whether or not there was a ﬁicarnguan involvenent
in the plot to assassinate President Kennedy?

Mr. scelso. I don't recall anv.

Mr. Wallach. I mean especially after the Alvarado
incident, he being a Nicaraguan, obviously trying to pin

blame on the Cubans,

Mr. wallach. Youu essentially saic¢ before that one of
areas taaz you did leok into were Uswald's contacts in Nes:
City.

Mr,. sScelso. Yes,

FMr. wallach. What was your understanding as Lo who we
runninyg wnich agency was running the investigation in Mexic.

City with respect to Oswald's activities?

TOP SECRET
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bus trip in and his Sﬁsﬁtriﬁ out, and thcy wdfked{§ér“ intiste

with the Mexican Bervices on this. This was & departure from

ordinary pxocedurez,. It waa worked out by our station down Che

by Winaton Scott ana hl ﬂFBI comrades..

a'.\-_

Mr, Wallach. Do you know if Mr. Scott was repczting to

;

Ambassador Mahan?
Mr. Scelso. 1 am sure he was.
Mr. Wallach. Did you ever have aﬁy conversations with
hmbassador Mahan? |
Mr. Scelso. Did I have any?
Mr., Wallach. Do you recall?

Mr. Scelsc. No. I met Ambassadoxr Mahan on trips there,

but neot on this case.

Senator Schwelker. Do you recall at one point the Ambassal-

" dor at one point felt very strongly there was Cuban involvementff

Mr. Scelso. Oh, yes, very definitely. It comes back Lo
me. He felt ﬁhat very, very definitely, and we got that in
a cable from Win Scott, I believe, in which he felt ghe
AnpassaJdor was certain that thi; was the Case.

Senator Schweiker. Did he,ﬂave any basis other than tio
Alvarado incident, other than that that you cameacross?

Hr. Scelso. I think the Alvarade incident was the main

thing that got him starced.

TOP SECRET
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seenthis paper, the one that went to the President of Mexi

Hr. Scelsa._ I have seen it here today,

Senacor SChueiker .?eicgme*acrossrthia elsevhere is ..

*Did the Cuban-Embassy furnish Oswald a placa to stay in
Hexico City, the question is.’ It is reliably reported that
Oawald did not know his address in Mexico City, buﬁtthat
the Cuban embaasy did know his address in Mexico City. As

recald, that is actually on the phone conversation very

clearly. We saw a transcript of it. 1Isn't that unusual .

itself? Didn't that strike you?
Mr. Scelso. As I recall it -- and you are triggerin.
things off in my memory which I haven't thought about for
13 or 14 years, Oswald had known his address wnen he was a:
the Cuban embassy. andé had toldé them his address.
he got to the Soviet embassy he had forgotten it, and the
Soviets got it from the Cubans whe had written it down.
Senator Schyuikcr. There were some allegations of
relationship, Jim, that Oswald had with Silvia Uuran.
Do you want to pnrase that guestion?
¥r. Johnston. I don't know if you recall during the

that the Mexicans at least seemed to have information that

Oswald may have had some kind ¢f a relationship with Silvia

TOP SECRET
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Mr. Sceleo. * I don't recall that.
Senator Schwelker. A sexual relaticnship.
Mr. Johnston. - And the Dorticos and Armis telephone call,

there was a question cf whether the’ Mexican police talked and

asked Duran about haviné sexual relations with 03wald, In 1967
for some reason, Silvia Duran said publicly, or- at least
through & source, that she had had sexual relations with Oswald
while he was there. |

Mr. Scelsoc, I dray a complete biank cn.that., I certainly
think I would remember if it had been alleged, or we had
believed there was any substanee to it.

Senator Schweiker. The other guestion on the list was, «if)
Oswald ever travel to Cuba from Mexico City?

Do you know why that question might have begn put on the
lisz, and does éhat refresh your memory about any possible
trip that Oswald made to Cuba? .

Hr. Scélso. we weld have agked the Mexicans that so

that they would check their records to see if he had gone

from Mexico to Cuba. This was because of some hanky panky. 7
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Mz, Wallach. Did you youégélf:ﬁﬁvahd'chanCd“to‘rev£§§
the tapas of Oswald's telephone conversgations?

Mr. Scelso. No.

Mr. Wallach. 1Is it your belief tﬁat thoéé tapes wére
erased, or what happened to:tﬁéée};abé;?1*;";¥ s ¥

Mr. Scelso., I don't know whaﬁ h#ppened to it.

Mr. Wallach. I just really héve one more guestion.

Did you have any contact yourself during this period with

anyone.from the White lUouse staff such as Bundy?
Mr. Scelso. No, I don't think I did. I have never nev
McGeorge Bundy.
Mr. Wallach. And did you ever have contact with McCone?
Did you ever talk to McCone about the Kennedy assassination?
Mr. Scelso. o,
Mr. Johnston. You mean during this whole time everything

went through Helms?

Mr, Scelso. Yes.

Mr. Johnston. Let me show you Director Cable 86054 to

resice of 30 November 1963 which I showed you earlier this

morning on this aircraft flight, and this cable reports

the Cubana flight on November -_:...

going from Mexico City to Havana, was delayed from 1700

to 2200 hours awaiting an important passenger who arrived au

TOP SECRET
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nd that'tha passenger transferred to the'Cubana

ﬁexican'ﬁimé;

3 craft without going through Customs or Immigration, and traveleL

|

4 in the pilota cabin to Havnna.—

b

'8 We have attempted o.find,what follow—up want on this~ ’

é Mr. Scelso.- i have no. xecollection of this.’

v Ch, I have -- I cgn't say'whether I recall it ox not..

8 Mr. Johnstanﬁ:You d4id not originate this cable, right?

9 Mr. Scelso. ﬁo;

10 Mr. Johnston. And are you on distribution? H

11 Mr. Scelso. Yes, Chief, Wi-3 is on it in the middle ther |

12 at the bottom.

13 Senator Schwélker. Wouldn't this have had some

WARD h PALIL

14 significance'in view of what we now know?

15 Mr. Scelso. Yes, although I am not sure what significance
16 || it might have had. The Mexicans were always -= ﬁhe Cubans
17 I were always shooting.people'in and out of the country in strhng&
18 ways. 7The link from Havana to Mexico City by air was at that
g 19 time the only aix connection that Cgba had to the Western
§ 20 Hemisphere., And countless people, imporwant foreigners, newvo- é
% % 21 ‘ paper people, Mexican government offiéials, want in and out é
i 2 2o chrough this wa;, and the ;ubans often made attempts o COHCoa:%
“ ' ‘
g 23 who they were. We were watching them ;ike'hawxs and kepx
§ 24 tabs on-;he travel of Americans, BEurcpeans, Asiatics, and
:
25 || ®0 on to Cuba.
TOP SECRET S




wag the Only paasenger:on a.Cubana Airlines fllght -

-] Hr. Scelso. Well, he wasn't the only passenger;

9 M. Waliaéb;‘;well, I*juat wondered if there would be

10 || some significanéa in that fact.

11 Mr. Scelss. Well, that signaled the arrival of somebody
12 who was important enough to hold up a plane, and he came in on

13 a private plané. ofccourse, there ig a great deal of private

WARD & PAUL

14 plane travel around Mexico because the road network is so bad.
15 #r. Johnston. Butilt seems to me just vital, and I

16 guess I asked who had action to follow ﬁp on-this, to see if
17 there was a follow-up. It seems the basic gquestion you would

18 ask is where the twin-engine aircraft came £rom, and that is

3 19 certainly within U.S. Government capabilities to determine i
s i
4 :
a so || where that aircrafe came from, aud I ask why that wasn’t &ro
< .
g H
E 21 and who had responsibility for following that. :
. § _ :
ﬁ 22 Mr. Scelso. Well, the Mexico City station should have .
§ 53 that, Whether it was done -- what is the date of that cui.:. |
W 1)
£ : 1
- Mr. Johnston. 30 November. , I
e 24
-
o5 Mr. Seelsc. 30 lovember. Whether there was a follow-. . \
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Senator Schweiker.- That would have meant what, the

Chief of Station thexe?"

it

-Scelgonﬁﬂ 'who_ia now ﬁead, I believe.
Senator Schﬁeikera And of’ course, with Ambagsador Mahan
breathing down his neck.

Mr. Scelso.” Well, Mahan wouldn't have heen that cable.

Senator Schwelker. But breathing down his neck about

Cuban involvement, he would have been pretty sensitive to thiy,

Mr. Scelso, I think that by that time, we, Mexico anag
Ambassédor Mahan no longer placed much ~--

Senator Schweiker. By the 30th?

Mr. Scelso. I think so, yes.

Senator Schweiker. When the FBI guy came back. Well, I
thought the polygraph didn't occur until the first week of
December.

Mr. Johnston. I think that‘s right.

Senazor Schwelker. I think the FBI guy went down thore
around the 30cth and came back around the ist or second, ana
the polygraph I think ‘was taken a few days after that, which
means that he was still pretty =--

Mr., Johnston. Let me ask you a second strange movement

that -has concerned us is that a man by the name of Gilberto

TOP SECRET ~
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"Lopez, and there ia quite a bit of cable traffic.at the time

you were involve& - basically the story

is that Lopez crossed the

bordex from Texas into Mexico on November 23rd, 1963, the
border having been closed the afterncon of the 22nd, that he
arrived in Mekicolcity on November 25th, and departed as the

only passenger on a late evening flight to Havana, and thatg

he igoked, "suspicious" according

varticular background.

to the cable,.

We do know that CIA checked passport records here, fouwl
that he was traveling on an invalid passﬁort, that he had ls:1¢
Cuba in 1960, had been born and raised in Cuba, although ne w.:
allegedly an American citizen, and had spent some time in tive.

country before going back to Cuba, a young man with no

Do you have any knowledge of --
Senator Schweiker. We also know a little bit about his
travels in iami.

Mr. Johnston. That wvas developed later, after-he ilei-

the casce, and L wendeved whiwether vou had any recollection o
Gilberto Lopez?
Mr. Scelso. I have ao rocollection.

Senator schweiker. 1"il1 niw in on the resc.

Mr. Jonnston. Subsequently the F2I in its investige:i.

determined that he was living in Tampa, Florida, and was aw

TOP SECRET - o
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to tell him whether he could return or not, and at least until

4

meetihg‘of'the Fai

1

r Pi e o November 17th,

awaiting an important phone call from Cusa which was supposed

5:00 p.m. that day, the phone call had not gotten thsre.
President Kennedy was in Taﬁpa on the 18th of No?emﬁer.- On
the 20th of November, Lopez spplied for and received an entry
visa or entry bermit into Mexico, and then we next have him
crossing the border at Nuevc Laredo on November 23rd, apparentl
although there is no bofder crogsing record, but they agaume
e cr&saed there, and I think those later facts about him wer:
probably availbble to Rocca but not to you.

A subsequent report by Mexican police authéritiés way
that Lopez was somchow involved in the assassination. -

Mr. Scelso. Well, they would pick up things like that.
There was a tremendous flow of pecple back and forth to Cube
during this era, you see, constantly, any number of Cuban

refugees wanting to go back to Cuba, enormous traffic across

the Mexican border.
Senator Schwgiker, we also got a report that he's liviag ?
the Life of Riley in Cupa, sdot aoing very mush work there,
#r. Johnstoun. Our.last report he was plaving dominces.
Senator Schweiker. Literally.
Mr. wallach. I have one point I would like to go into,
and I realize this is, tﬁis information came to another agen:;'f

attention way after you left this_in 1967, but I want to as-:
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if at any timd’ you redali haaring anythlng about these.facts,

In essence, anothex Agency was told that u group of Cuban
refugees had been sent by Bobby Kennedy to Hgvana for the purpo:

of overthrowing Castro, and subsequently killing Castro in

1963, that all the membars of that group had been captured

they ware tortured, and- confessed, etc., and Castro,ﬁin
retaliation, sent a team of assassina over here to this
country and that the other agency was informed, and this was
never verified that indeed two of thege assassinsg, or indeed
assassins or labeled assassins were living in New Jersey.
Now, at any time while you werehih§olved'in this, do you
recall whether or not it was checked whether Cubans, .o, .
unusual about any Cubans that had cone into the dountry”®
checks run thraggl WAVE té.see if there was any information
that possibly an assassin would have been sent into the U.35.7
Mr. Scelso. Well, fram the FBI and from our WAVE

station there was a constant flow of reperts about the

activities of Cubans in the United States. I don't recall

-anything on this group that you meéntioned.

Ar. Wallach., Do you recall heaving anything generally
a grou? of Cuban refugees beiny castured in the spring of
'63 and being tortured and confessing that Bobby Kennedy hoo
launched that boat in essence?

Mr. Scelso. I don't recall that.

Mr. Wallach. Whether or not that's true, I'm not sayin-:.
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Mr, Scelso, I dé reéali that our groups of &gents
infiltrated inte Cuba were being captured all of the time; and
that Castre, as I recall, alleged tﬁat they were sent in to
kill him, but that Bohby Kennedy was connected with i%, that
the Cubans alleged this, I don't know.

Mr. Wallach. I don‘t have anything further.

Mr. Johnston, I've just gone one more major point that o
want to ask you about, and that is, after yDurvtestimony
today and what we haye‘discussed, te go béck to your recollec-
tion of whether you dealt with [::::::::::1 or who in SAS
vou daalt with, SAS being tﬁe Cuban task force?

HMr. Scelso. HMest of my-relatiouﬁhips with the Cuban
desk-were conducted by members of my staff, not by me
personally.

Mr. Johnston. Would you name the people on your staff |
to the best of your recollection?

M.’:.. Scelso. AT that cime?

HMr. dohnStcnl Yes.  Now, this is on Wil-3. In other
words, you just took WH-2 anu used that?

Mr. Scolsao. ves., i gsed the entice branch as a task
fopree, or working on the Zennedy assassindﬁion, amd we rah
cur country wark on tie side,

Gne of the key people working fov me was

Mr. wallach. s she still with the Agency?
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Mr. Scelso. I don't know.

' She was transferred to Mexico,

and I think she was mentioned in Agee's book, along with a
lot of other people. Shé was an extremely gifted woman who
handlea all of cur name tracing. It was to her wor% that the
Agency thank'g the fact that when Oswald did apéear back in
September cr October in our cables, this information: was
promply disseminated in a routine fashion to other government
agencies. She is'the one who handled all of the name traces
and brbught things to my attention.

Mr. Wallach. Do you recall being informed that some of

Uswald's letter had been intercepted, or letters to and fronm

Oswald and his wife Marina by the maill opening operation tho.

we now know the CIA was conductiag ?

Mr. Scelsc. I recall being informed that letters had

Lueen intercepted, and 1 learned from Mr. -- it

way have been in connection with this investigation or soite .

iavestigation -- that mail o and from the Soviet udnion, ur

to and frowm tne United States was being intercepted, anu |

have seen intevcepts, but 1 never knew thact this intercept - '

plave in the territorial Usa, L anyplace else,

LY
i assumed that Lt LOOK pidce in Buropcdn <apitals lixe par- .

London, ;
Mr. Wallach. dy guesticn was whether or not you know
tnat any of Cswald's mail --

Mr. Secelsc. 1 seem to recall that some of these thing.: !
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Mr, Johnston. And for me I jﬁst #want to clarify the
3 significance of that point, and that is that you had or you wuer
4 privy to something that was at that time aa sensitive as the

6 mail operation. J

6 . Mr, Scelso., Yes. I waé épecificalij == you had to be

bl specially briefed on it.

¢ e ol dmaamag = n b aE

S 8 Mr. Johnsten. But you were not privy to the assassination
03“' g plots.
= M S5cel N
r. Scelso. o.
o io - .
w 11 Senator Schweiker, Well, we want to thank you very nuch.
o
- 2 12 You have certainly been very straightforward and very coopera-
LY
L}
° .
i £ 13 Live.
¥
= 14 Mr. Scelse. I would like to add sowmwecthing if I may.
w3 15 Senator.
[ 5 (k
16 Senator Schweiker. Sure.
17 Mr. Scelso. I would like to give you a typical exampie ~-

18 you may have heard this story before. Please stop me if o

19 de -- of how Agency officers like myself and others -- ’
20 Senavor Schweikcr.\ o you want this on the fecord? é
21 Hr, Seeldso.  Any way ¥ou want it. %
oo Senator Schwelker. 1t is up to you. ;

yOu Ly

24
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it == I at that time, my

branch, because of my outstanding work, had exﬁanded until i
had the entire Caribbean, except for Cuba, thrown into my
branch. It was the largest geographical branch in the Agency.
Pecause of the landing of the American troops.and 80 on, we
set up & war roém adjacent to our communications center, and

we had our own teletypes and we had charts on the wall, and

were sitting around there. And you may remember that at that i

10

o)
[

|

13

14

15

16

17

18

By chance, some military nuts started a revolution
prematurely because of petty grievances, and these Communisctcs
came out of the woodwork and took over the revolution. They
just came cut of their hiding places and took everything over
and had everything oryanized, and it was a Qery danyerous

situation.

19

20

21

22

23

24
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came into our war room_where-I;:Mr.:Philllps'and four or five
other people who had been on our feet for days and days and

days, were reeling arxound in a groggy state, and we showed him

And for’ the second time that day, Helms stepped betwecn
me and Raborn with his back to me s¢ 1 would:n't be ablle to
say what I was about to say, and raborn was a very positive

feliow, so he left.
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And that would have been my reaction if I had been mixad
up in this Castro business.

Senator Schwelker, Well, we certainly appreciate knoﬁing
this, and it is very helpful to us to get a balanced perspective
of the situation.

But you really have been most helpful to us I think in
terms of what you had available to you at the time. You hawve
shed as much lighf as anybody on exactly what ‘did happen an.
how it -happened, and what happened, and we certainly appreciat.
it very much.

And thank you for coming in.

Mr, Wallach. We have a Eouple of more questions.

(Discussion off the record.)

{Senator Schweiker left the hearing room.)

Mr. Johnston. We have just a couple of more guescions,
and incidentally, you have a right not ts continue your
:QSLimoﬁ} in the absence of a Heuator. 1

Mr. Scelso. I will waive thac.

. Johnscon. [ oanm gyoing to ygive you off'the record whw
nanme of the case officer who ket with AMLASH on Sovember 2in..,
and ask -- lel's go off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)
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Was that case officer involved in your investigation?

Mr., Scelso. 1 cannot answer the gquestion because this
name, while it means some;hing to me, does not give me a
picture of anybody, and have you ever deen the man?

Mr. Johnston. Yes.

Mr. Scelso, And as I recall --

{Discussion off the recoxd.}

Mx. Scelso. I ¢&n gay that I know absolutely noﬁhing. e

may have been involved in the field in some way,

Mr. Johnston. At least you did not talk to him in
connection with your investigation.

Mr. Scelso. Nb.

Mr. Joinston. And his name never came up as a Cila
officer who might have knowledge.

Mr. Sce;so. Not to my recollection. I would be pretiy
sure,

Mr. Johnscon. Oray.

Mr. Wallach. Did you know during the course of your

invesvigativa whetner or not wie Agency had bigh level

sources within the Cuvan Jovermment or within Cubusn inteli. “f

YOIioe?
Mr. toelse. 1 onave Anowa Lt a4t oa nunboer of  junsgygpoag
my careey, because these people oentered my area ad were

i knew a lot about it later when 1sas inspecti

TOP SECRET

met thoere.

R T




e

Y O
bl
g (3"‘

ar
oXs

il

mtnﬁm

-t
¢

WARD & PALL

7606.014049.

210 Fint Strest, 5.E., Washmgien, D.C. 20003

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

i8

19

20

21

22

24

25

- and going ower all the operaticns in éhé‘Agency;

Cuban

operations were opened up to usllater on.

Mr. Wallach. Let me ask you whether or not at any time

after

the C

again

you left that assignment, handling the investigation for
1a, you had any contact at all with the investigation
?

Mr. OBcelso. Yes. From time to time Mr. Rocca would

call me and 1 would go down and talk to him, and we would

kick

Attor

talke

the i

inior

Orlea

1 tol

Lharae

tic B

ever

around a couple of things, especially when this State's

ney down in New Orleans -~

Mp. Johnston. Jim Garrison?

Mr. Scelso. Jim Garrison started his convulsions. We

d about things.

Rocca secemed to be convinceo that in the early days %
nvestigation when 1 was running it, a yreat deal of

mation must have come in bearisg oo the pecplé in .
ns that were mixed up in whe DR IFAE-To Yol accusatioqsf S

4 Rocea not to my recolleciion, thal nobcdy that was
mized wp, ineludisg the cellia player ana Tlay Show
ald-headed pilot who digd vysceriously, gnd s0 on,

come up in the ipvestigation as long as i was handl::..
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Mr. Wallach. Were you aver pfegent &t & meeating attended
by President Johnson and Mr. Helms?

Mr. Scelso. HNever. I've never been in Mr. Johnson's

prasence,

Mr, Wallach. Did you ever hear of an occasion on which

Mr. Johnson or President Johnson chewed ocut Mr., Helms?

Mr. Scelsc. No. I know Mr. Helms had some very tense
meetings in the White House. I have heard him talk about them

on the telephone in my presence, but I have never heard anythin.

specific.

Mr. Wallach. Morxe specifically, did you ever hear any
discussion as to whether the Prosident was annoyed ac Mr.
Helms for not telling him about assassination plogs?

r. Scelso. No, 1 never heard ahything about that.

Mr. Wallach. Did you havg any coentact on a continuin::

"basis in your regular capacity with anyone at your level a:

the FBI, or was that all handled through liaison?
#r. scelso. Almost all handled entirely by the liais=::..
f-had telephone cchaéts with the ¥BIL from time to time.
Hr, o wallach.  Have you ever haand the name Thomnas
N

Lt is & professor nut in Colourado who mysteriously &isu; ..

in 14677
Ar. reelso. Ne.
Nr. Wallacn. 1 nave npo [urther questions.

we you?
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Mr. Scelso. NO.

Mr. Johnston. I don't have any more questions,

I want to thank you very much for goming back for this.

Mx. Scelso. Well, y§u krow, I don't do anything anyway,
and I'm very glad tb come back.

1 am very, very dismayed and shocked in the Agency‘s

involvement in some of these activities, it is so reprehensibile

and unforgivable.
{Whereupon, at 12:42 o'clock p.m., the interview in the

above-entitled macter was concluded.)
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