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- with the Agency of the development or discussions of any plans

concerning the possible assassination of Patrice Lumumba?

) A I don't recall anything about any.glans to assassinate
Patrice Lqmu@ba. I know that Lumumba was a controversial figure
at’the time. I know whatever vear this was -- was in the
Eisenhower cr;the‘Kennéﬂynerﬁ that Lumumba was riding high.

Q i bél%eve'that thé_era Qould Have.béen in the era of
1959, '60. I believe he was killed in early '6l. |

A ,J_l,remémber Iétefrhéafinj all kinds of allegations
apout. Lumumba and how he had been killed aﬁd why he had been
killed. I remembeyr alsc the fact that the == it was abundantly

clear that the Agency had had nothing to do with his'demise

but whether there was a plot on the Agency at sometime or

another to.try to bring about his demise I was not familiar with

it. I want to sav here I will obviously do the very best I

can with ny recollection but when you consider how much has been

in the newspapers about a number of things in the last period of

vears it - is pretty hard to stick in time when you first heard

about something.

“AIL I am t;ying to convey here is I was noﬁ as far as I

know privy to any ongoing plan to. get rid. of Patrice Lumumba .

by assassination.. - .-
Q. Now, the dictator of the Dominican Republic, Mr.
Trujille, was killed on or about May 30, '61., Prior to that

time were you aware of the fact that there had been a regquest
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1 |} madeé of the Ayency to deliver guns to dissidents in the

2 Dominican Republic?. : e

% A I don't believe I was familiar with it at thé time

4 althoughrI ca;'t say. I certainly heard about the éun business
5 later because I had occasion to go back when President Johnson
6 -askédfﬁe aboui.thig.epispde at one timé to look into the records
.7 to‘find ouﬁ aboﬁt Tfujillo; .I could find‘no evidence that the‘

8 Agency had been responsible for his demise but I did find

g evidence at the time that therz was an oppositidﬁ.groué in £heﬂ

10 tnited States Government was anxious to have the Agency support

11 and assist and I think I may very well havé_known ébout the

19 cpposition group ét the éime. - - |

13 T have no recollection anv longer that I was priﬁy to the

14 ! sending of an? guns foito‘the Dominican Repubiic and'if'I'%as,

15 I don't fecall‘theyAwgre ever identified as bging designed to

16 kill Mr. Truji;lo. I knqw theré was a desire on -the pért of

£? whatever Admiﬁist:ation was in pOWerthen,fthey'didn't like Mr.

18 Trujillo.’ Thgy like Mr. Duvalier anS éertain others but I was

1g | aware of no attempts to bring about his death through Agéncy

50 | assets. .. - e -

sy | - I think since you have raised this questior of an assassi>-|

ée, ﬁation.l.?ould ;%ke to séy éométhing asvagégefa;ify'hefef'-

J23 | Dearly‘in the ga@e.whén Colonelealloway;was my boss in

o EWhat was then known as tﬁe Office of Spec%al Operations, I dOn’tl

o5 even recall any more in.what connect;on this came up but he said%
TOP SECRET Wi,
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to me one day that the Agency should certainly have the

’_J

2 capability to get rid of foreigners when regquired and that this
3 had to be done secretly and you should never ask your boss for
1 permission to do these things, and so forth. I remember ‘at the

time-arguing with him about this and saying that I though that

6.1 thg:efWas no_possibility”wha§ege;;thgt'the United States Govern
7 .ment could develop a capaci?y to kil; people-because you c0ﬁld

a never'keep it a secret., Sooner or later, maybe after five vear
g "geﬁ_years,_Lor& kng@suwhat, someone would come in or write some

10 Congressman and say the Agency was responsible for killing so
11 || and so and aside from the morlity of it I felt it was impracti-~

cal for the US Government to do something like that at this tim

12

13 I felt that way all the time I was Direct&r.{_l nevef;in my 1if.

14 towards killing, murder, assassination qf anybody-éfIWhoﬁ I am

15 aware, and so I can only tell you that asﬁthe years have3g0n§

18 -by, as I say, quite aside from moral asepgtéﬂof;this_thing,

17 the improbabilityvof ever being'aple to do énjﬁhing iike that as

18 an AmericanGovétﬁmgﬁt’agency has:begome less and less viable.

19 In fact, I have often said to associates that there are

20 three things that the A@er}cgn people Qould never stand for.
;él' -One*isﬁaSQQEEinaﬁi¢n;,twbﬁié £apé,'aﬂq;;hfée'is”déafigg_in;-

s | dfugs.‘ SO‘tha?.;Adidﬁit waﬁt anfbédf in the Agency thinking _;
. a3 that any of those things were going;to be satisfactory to me.-

oa |l 0 Mr, Manfreﬁi asked fou about some notes in which there
25 ~was the mention of three handwritten names by yvou., One was

. , ) 7
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have raised them with-President Nixon and early in his Admini-

"absolutely nd ‘evidence of this in the Agency records and the

- saying that the reason President Kennedy was_assassinated was

T¢ » SECRET 156

Castro, one was Trujillo, and do you remember what the third

was? e e e T e e e

- o N

A Diem. A -

.~ @. And I think you have already testified about that.

. .Zla -1 . just did, because President Johnson had raised these

cases with me.and I..thought that since he had done it hé might

¥

stration I wanted to get him straightened out on this.

_You know, to_this day I am not persuaded that President

Nixon doesn't still believe that the Agency didn't have‘something_

to do with'the demise of President Diem .of Vietnam and there is

whole thing has been, I mean, rather - what is the word I want

~w heated by the fact that President Johnson used to go'arbund

that he had assaséinated President Diem- and thié was just
justice.  He certainly used ﬁdxsay“tha; in ﬁﬁg eé£ij aays:of his
Presidency.and whére—he got this idea from i don‘t:know; i
don't know how many of vyou had-the priviiege of trving to argue

1withrPresidentsfabout_things;li%elthét but vou tend %o be a’

loser. - - . - — _ . - e B
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Q Do you --

AIA “Whééé iaéé.was this%-ngyou have the informééion?
. “W?;l:_m _ - -

1A_{- i?reca;l ;Pmébody'digcussing.withme one day an’

“even crazier idea which had 6 do with some kind of a thing

that might Eg-pléAEed 55 the beach where Castro walkéd in the

morning and it-would blow up.whén he put his foot on it, or
something. - There were more nutty ideas. It reminded me of
the time of 0SS when somebody wanted to get propaganda into

Germany aﬁd,théy discovered there was a herd of cows that

grazed in Germany and were milked in France} so they devised

some suppositories into which there were put a lot of

propaganda leatflets and those were put in the cows on the

theory_they weré'being left on the German side of the border
when the cows were grazing and nobody would be the wiser.

So to say there are. nutty ideas coocked up in organizations

like this is to tell theuﬁfuth.

- Is there any evidence, may I ésk, Mr.Belin, is

there any evidence in the record that any Director authorized

what I can only_rgfgt,tp;by]the dictionary definition.of

 an assassination of a foreign leader? .

Q . Well, there is evidence in the record, Ambassador

Helms, that there were plans made to try and assassinate

Premier Castro of Cuba, that there were several series of

plans, and that the plans at at least one or two cf the

Photocopy from
Gerald Ford Library
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stagesliﬁcluded the delivery of péison pills developed in

the Agency to be placed in food or drink --

A They were delivered in Cuba?

TQ ~- of Castro, and that the pills were delivered to

who in. turn dellvered ‘them to other people,-

-and that the pllls eventually f@und thelr way to Cuba

A How do we know that’u

Q There are Agency reports that they were. We do not
Ahave an;.élgstvﬁ%nd 1nformat10n that they were, but there
are —-- there g:eAﬁemorandawhiéh indicates that they we;e
ﬁhrcuéh,agong éthers, di;aff;;tedté;bans. |

A Who returned to the United States and testified

to the fact that they had rece1ved the pllls or someth1ng9

lé_' .th have not testified to anything.

A I see.

Ql.. Tﬁat ié one. ——- .

A Who authorizedwtﬁié particular operation?

Q -'This is-one_df the areas that we are trying to

ascertain and I suppose my first question along this line

éuéh a plah.

A Not that I recall.

Q And you indicate that you never knew of such a
plan? o A

A I don't recall any plan. ;TS§§§ZE§EW

[—
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0 _'Do you ever recall after you succeeded Richard Bisse)

that you were approached concerning whether or not you should

advise John McCone of the existence of such”plans-or

operations? S : e
~ A" . I was approached to do what?
"9 As to whether or not Mr. McConée should bé briefed.

about the existence of such a plan or plans?

A This .is after the fact? Or before the fact? Or in

the process?

. Q puring the fact.

A You mean I had replaced Bissell and scmebody in the
Agency came tc me and said should we tell Mr.McCone about a
previously authorized plan?

Do:you recall that at all?’

Q‘ Yéé.

A I don‘t‘recéll it. f am sofry.

Q Do you recall ever discussing tﬁisrwith William
Harvey?

A I dqn‘t.know. I discussed hundreds of:things,with

Harvey when he was working on the Cuban problem. I don't

recall this. I recall a great deal to do with Harvey about

but I . don't recall any convers

ation ‘with: Harvevy

aboﬁt talking to Mr. McCone ahout' because Hafvey—

whén_he became in charge of,theléuban businéss, and so forth,
that whole Cuban operation, picked up various things around

and about and among them was the ongoing contact with Roselli

TN QEAT T ohotocopy from |
Gerald Ford Library
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Q And who told you this? - -
A I don't recall. It maY‘haﬁe been Houston, may have
been. Edwards at the time. I don't remember. But I jemémhar I-

revieﬁud it when there was a -story in the Chicago -- cnc

- _of the Chicago néwspapers some years ago about this whole

'[:jttiiijbusinéés;“thatﬁI_asked for . the reéo:QS"apéilObkad'aﬁ

them at that "time. -
- _MR;BELIS:-”E am going to mark an exﬁiﬁit, if T
can. You can qall_thié}_if you'would Heims"Exhibit 1.
) (Therddcument referred to was ﬁafke&
for.identiﬁicaticn, Heimg’ Exhibit
"””j;f o - T No;_i.)
BY MR. BELIN: |
Q I hand ydﬁmwhaﬁ‘the_repo:ter'has marked Halms No.
1, which appears to be a photostatic copy of a front-page
story from the Chicago Sun Times underléaté‘Of-August 16,
1963, headlines,FCIA Sougﬁt;Giancana Help fér éuba Spying."”
| I want you to examine this and see if perhaps thaf.is
what ygu'ﬁad referancerto in réferencé td'thé Chicago
s&ories, : -
a It could very easily bg. It-looks just like what
I retail came dﬁt at'tﬂe-time and f‘éhink sOﬁeh0w 6r_btherj
'this‘naﬁe-Sandy-Smiﬁh sticks.in.my mind as being the writer

‘of the article in geustion. 5o I have no reason to doubt that

this is the article we are talking'aboﬁt.

?@ :'rg ‘S?ﬂ l}? EE? Photocopy from
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Q - Do you remember Stanley J. Grogan?
A Yes., - - S
—- -0 f“-Hé ggs'one‘of your assistants?
A -~ Stanley J. Grogan was in charge of the office here

:f;fﬁatudeaitfﬁith7ﬁhe press. In othef-words;7hetwasfe+_ghd_.

‘Gus Thermers, one of his predecessors._ﬁis title was Assistant

to the Director but he simply handled press inguiries.
MR. BEiIN: ‘Mark Helms?® Nb, 2.

(The document referred to was markad

for identification, Helms' Exhibit

No. 2.)

"7 BY MR. BELIN:

Q" I hand you what has been marked Helms' No. 2,

~ which is a memorandum for the record with a typewritten

signature of étaniey J. Gﬁogan &ated August 16, 1963,
referriﬁg to a teiephéne call the previous evening.from Sandy
Smith of the'Chicago-Sup Times and ask if you ever saw that
befoﬁe?‘_"

_Aul JI don't khoé; There is no reason why I shouldn't hav
seen it, if i# was directed to me.l Is tﬁere no copy around

. : - . : - -
with my initials on it as having seen it? ' '

.- Q - . I hévevnot searched all of the records concerning.
that. M;
A Usually I—inifialed'memoranda, or at least the-ccver
sheets, or soﬁething, if theyrcame to me. pmﬁmmpyﬁom
- : Gerald Ford tibrary
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;i 1 'MR. BELIu: Mark Numbers 2 and 4. ]
é; 2 S A*_'l;u . ’(The documents referred to were mark
%% 3 R _. _E ;.7 fér identificatiqn! Heims' Exhibit
:g 4 ._ L i i . "; lNostﬁ3 and 4.)
5 - L. oBY IfII:'é.-:BELIN:. | |
%% 6 | “t_‘_ﬁQ_f Handlﬁg you_wha£ haEM?ﬂen‘maikéd He7ms. Exhibit
7 .' No. é{ Qh#ch is a memo%andum which appéérs to be propared by
-é . you, also under date of Augusu 16 1963, I thhnk that mlgﬁt
g |  have. jour 1nluvals on It And therﬂ iz a —— that lS abtacbhd
10 to what is marke? a%;Helms’ Exhibit No. 4,-which 1S a memo-—
11 randum fer_thgrecoraé dated 14 Maf 1962, ?értaining to
12 | ét al. o
13 \’ A-;- Aii:rightf‘i hgva read these.
12 _. -NJQ-:;;pp:yoqhhave any refreshed fecolléctiﬁn és to the
| 15 backgrouﬁd of ﬁhose{_Ambassédor Helms?-.' |
15 . A Well, I don't understaﬁd ﬁhat you méanlbv a
17 | reffeshea recollection. I mean, at the time I was told that
18 Roselli was trylng to get lnto Cuba. Whether I was told that
15 —"thls wagj;;-assa551natlon plot, for whlch $1S0,00D was belng
20 - pr&jeé;éd; aﬁ&'éo.féréﬁ, I don't recall any-more bLt I wasn't
= '21 invoiVe& ;ﬁ the act1v1ty at ﬁh; £1me énd when I ﬁéa to éﬁif
é% 7é2> | pack';n§q.%§e_filgs.ﬁc.gét this thiﬁg,_yqu will Seé.theréviﬁat
;3 273 I had to cg%l'ColQnai E&wa:ds to find o#t if there was any
j%  54 recé:dsrQf.ﬁhis,.éﬁa_éé-forth, so it wés-sdmething in which I
ﬁé o5 ‘hadn't béan involved and I obviously iﬁvrecent years have
TOR SEERET SR,
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_ which continued through April of 1961. WérE‘you ever aware

-

heard a great dagl about the so-called Roselli assassination
but I have never heard anfbody come and tell me that anvbeody
had ever verified that it\wasiany more than conversation and
I must say to this very aay'nobudy has showed.me one rceintilla

of evidence that anything ever happehéd abodt it except.

conversation.
Q The --
A I am not saying it didn't.I am just saying I

have never seen any evidence.

Q " The document Exhibit 4.was a memorandum Ffor the

- record which pertained to an coral briefing in which Mr-'Houstoﬁ_

and Mr. Edwards of the Agency briefed Attorney Generai Robert

Kennedy.
A {(Nods in affirmative.}
o] Had you ever seen this memorandum.forfthe record

before‘today?

A Well, I am relatively certain T must have seen it

the day I sent it to the Director.

Q. Had you seen it before then?
A I don't recall.
) o This memcrandum for the record dated 14 May51962;‘

refers to a plan which was started in the fall of 1960 and

that subsequent to that time there was a second plan which

oegan in late 1961 or early 1362 in which i

photocopy from
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'in which. one of the things agreed upon was that the DCI, . .

“the Diregtor, or he‘shouldn’t be briefed?

 récollection, No. 1, of whether or not that discussion was

LU

and reported these contacts to the FBI. We just had that
albatross arcund our necks for a very long time indeed, I
don't. know when it finally ended but it seems to me it

was some years.

Q - Do you remember any discussions with William Harvey

Mr.McCone; woﬁld'not be briéfed abcut*ﬁhis?

A Nag, I don't regall ahy convefsatiéns Witﬁ Harvey — -
or anybody else that Mr.McCone shoﬁldn't he brieféd,.i don't
say‘ﬁhey‘di&n't téke place. I just don't have any récollectioL
of it. I can't tﬁink today why I would have not wanted him
briefed abdgt someﬁhing; I mean, after all, one of the Bases
on which this Agéncy'has always operatéd was that the Director
was pfivy to knbw anything that Qent on. fhat was established
early:in_the game,

;Q - _Well, the Directdr -

A . Is there some evidence that I said no, don't tell

0 Well, there has been testimony and there i3 documen-
tation that it was agreed between you and Mr. Harvéy not

to brief the DCI and I wonder whether Qr_not you have any

had and if you do have any such recollection, as to why that

discussion might have been had.

A No.I don't have any‘racollection of the discussion.

B T @R e A

Photocopy from
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Q Do you remember any briefing of the DCI at any time

prior to Helms'-Exhibit No. 3, the August 16, 19632

'''' - A — Let's see. Who would have been DCI then? Jchn

McCone?
T Q- Yes.o - T
A ; 1 don't know. I don't recall any other discussion

. | \
with him on this subject.

- -Q  —And on --
A . I don't say it didn't take place. I just don'e

recall any. -

"-Q- - Now, on August 16,~1963; you.delivefed this memorandur
_Helms} Exhibit No. 3, tq Mr. McCone,reﬁerring‘to_Sam'Giaﬁcana
and you said this is an outgrowth ofAihis Chiééga Sun- |

Times story of -also August 16, 1963; Helms"No.'l, is that

correct?
A --—-Yes.-
Q. Do you remember whether or nt you briefed him at

that time on the fact that Mr. Hérﬁéy had taken over the
operation and the operation might have continued beyond‘the
first stage with Mr. Giancana?

A- I have_nolxecollectign of this —-- I hayé seen the
memé?andum. i have nq‘doubt_it.isminé.l havé-no doﬁbt iE:
went forward.I remembe::the episode but ‘I don't remember the
conversation with Mz. McCone at the time if theré“was one.

Q If Mr. Edwards or Mr. Harvey were to say thev had

Photocopy from
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‘1%_ . any. viable plans that were ever brought to light to do this

discussions with vou that I previocusly guestioned you about,
is it your teétimony that you have no recellection that would
~enable fauﬁpg confirm it or deny it?
HA - Yes. I just don't remember it. I mean, if threy were
“to sit here and go back ﬁhrough the conversation, and so forth
:mayge it would coﬁe.tg mind bﬁt I'dén't fgégll if now and I
see no point in trying to testify to something thatVI don't
remember., . | |
Q - Did yoﬁhave aﬁy knowledge of any-other plans
- involved in‘ahkattemét to assassinate Fidel Castrb?
- A As I was_éaying a moment ago;‘thereAweré various

ideas floated by various people in the Government that it woulfl

be nice to get rid cf him, and so forth, but I don't recall

énd most of fhe e IAééyImostv;--aimést;ﬁhe.entire.enérgies
of the DDP in tho§ &ays'were attempfing té get these operations
in Miami-orga@i;g&-tg see if there was some wéy to undo the
_government of Fidel Castro and it was a“major effort going
on and I am certain that tbere wefe discussions of the . .
poésibilitiasmoﬁ_ﬁiliing various‘ééople in qennéqtion:with, you
knqw,‘the pptions_that one.hés,to carry‘thiough a cértain
iﬁjunctidn that'yoﬁ have beén{giéen, but‘idpn't”reca;lany"
plans that were approved_o£ tﬁat were viable specifically
direcﬁed ét eliminating'Castro, but that there were conver-

sations about it, I haven't the slightest doubt.

né- ? 5 Eﬁ :2 E? photocopy from
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~ something called -- there was some committee that s

e
12

problem?. I.am sure there must be records of this thing.

Department in these matters. I don't know. There w

g ~ 7~ Do you know who in the White House would have had

those conversations with his people in the Agency?

.. . A-.- It seems to me that back in +hose days there was

at at the

”Wh%te ngse that had to do with counter-insurgency as L

- reeall it. = -

Q Would that be thé Special Operations group?

. A -—TI don't know what the name is any more, dgifferent

. changes, but this group used to meet  constantly on the

problems of Cuba and Latin America, and so forth, and also

problemns all'afbund the world -~ how are we going to organize
ourselves to fight this problem,that problem and the other

It

used to meet all the time down ‘at the Exegutive'office

~ Building. It had met a lot on Asia, as 1 recall it, and the

problem in Vietnam, and éo'forth, and I havezno doubt there

was -some organization that we used to report t

-our pxogress in the Cuban thing. I forget which committee

it was .but. cemtalnly, tbe.Attorney General -was. right there

all the time. Joe Callfano was 1nvolved from the ArmY

ere other

”ﬁeoplé.”Ihaﬁe fofgotten-ﬁowrall the -- that is a”loqg time_
agof-—’- - L
Q Yes, sir. Doés the name lMongogse ring any bell?
A Sure.' Mongoose was sort of a general cover rukbric
ﬁ e, *-‘9*; 't ?? :m- . photocopy from

Gerald Ford Library
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: for the whole effort to unseat the Castro government.
2 Q@ =-Is this the group that vou ére referringdto?
3 __%,,Aéum Ne. Mongccée would have been an internal-agency“
4 " thing, I think. Now, maybe it was known doﬁntown as —-— or
-5 ‘ “somé. of these people.Wholwere privy. to thase_thiﬁgs:in
6 .other agencies that this #as the rﬁbric, I am not sure. It
7 - may well be.
8 | . .Q .-When they name a special group, Spéciél Group Augmenge
S or Special Operations Group --
lQ A That sounds familiar, yes. -That spunds familiar.
11 - I am ashamed that you know more-aboﬁt'theéé fhings Ehese
12 dayS'ﬁhan I do but honesly, I haven't even thought abou£ them
13- in all théSE'yearS;‘
14 o : Q_, Sir, éo you ﬁave any recollection as tﬁ,who'might
15 havé been the'drivihg'forces-from the White House in efforts
181 to dmisoﬁething about Castro? | ST
AN I Well, the pfincipal driving force was fhé Attorney
..18 .General, Robert Kennedy} There.isn’t'any question about this.
- 19 Involved in"tﬁis-was.akgroup of indiviauals whofwere sért of
20 hired and pﬁlleq togethef.b§ Kéﬁnedy'and Rusk and McNamara
| 21. _ andiMcGeorge_Bundy.agdvall those people to gét on with this
22 _,jéb aﬁa as I.sit here and sgaﬁt.ﬁo think aboﬁt this,
23 Califano was one of them. It seems to me Lansdale, who had
24 been successful in this kind of operation out in tha‘Far;
25 East was brought in for a while. There was a small ogffice |
{

L - imbn i Photocopy from }
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 Lansdale-invention that was produced in the Pentagon and that

“of this is coming back to me now.

_assassinate Fidel Castro?:

10

-them in Cuba, to briﬁg down this government or tofkill-

19

preity fulsome but when you come down to this guestion of a

over in the Pentagon where people —— as a matter of fact, now

that I think about it, that Mongoose thing, wasn't that a
special operations, Gene Erskine headed -- isn't that - some

Q - -Well, as -it comes back to vou, do you remember any
discussions involved connected or indirectly connected or any

way connected with that operation involving any attempts to

‘A . I don't recall specifically. I would be surprised
that it wasn't discussed at times 5gt I don‘t.recall-any
of these discussions particularly.

Q .- Do you remember any discussions with Mr.Harvey
conce:ning the fu:nishing of-eitﬁar arﬁs br pbiéon pills
to Cuban exiles to have them try and carry out any assassina-
tion plan? : -

——--A .. ..I don't have any guestion that we tried teo land

anybody that they could lay their hands on. This was a -

the instructions and all Ehislwéré-pneﬁiy rough and

specific proiject was approved which was designed for a man
to go to Point B and actually shoot or poison or do something
to Castro, I den't recall anything of that kind and I to

this very day would like to see some evidence that this

b Y g ?’n 'ﬂ‘d N ma
?@ P s E:x?. el Photocopy from
7 Gerald Ford Library
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actually was ever carried out. I think that there was a lot

ofl lying on the-part of those Cubans and a lot of backing and

_forthinguwith allegations of things that happened that never

did-happen and as I look back-on the whole period, with

-

:all_the effort that was made in money and manpower, and

-80 forth, devoted to try and unseat the Céstro govearnment,

when one locoks back at it it was a pretty pitiful effort

"and I think a great deal of it was just, what shall I say,

talking a good game. -

9 Now, .do you have any recollection of any briefing

- of McCone about any Agency plans in which Harvey or Roselli

or Sheffield ﬁawards may have been. involved other than

A.- I don't have any recﬁllectipn of thaé,.ﬂr. Belin.
I Qant to tell ycﬁ that all I recall was that-MéConé was
constantly asking abdut how we were'getting;aigﬁg with the
Cuban operatioﬁs and McCone was éopstaﬁtly beinj bfiefed about
what we were trying to do about these operationS‘butAwhét
was in all thosg_b:iefings I:havauno.recollection any mcre?
at #lilana ﬂo‘ma£ter“ﬂ$w.1 wéuid'worﬁ:on thiévi wodld_ﬁevér

be able to sort it all out. It was --— é lot of effort was

being made, all kinds of things to get boats and to train

Cubans to man those boats and land on secret shores and all

kinds of things. = : : e

Q If -- ' Photocopy from

Gerald Ford Library
TOP SECRET :

HW 50955 DocId:32112764 Page 21




10
11
12
13
14

15

17
18
19
20
21

22

24

25

. difference any more?
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23

A " "May I ask a gquestion at this junCLure? Since Castro

is alive . and well in Cuba, what is the problem about these

-=-trying to verify all this business about whether these

attempts were made or not made? I mean, does it make any
Q... -Well, there are two major areas of concern apart
from whether or not assassination should play any part in

American policy. One area concerns how the plans were

~authorized, whether they were directed externally or whether-

they grewup internally.

- = The:seﬁond area concerns what I would call internal moni-

. toring and contreol. If Mr.McCone-didn't know about it, other

than tﬁgt briefing, that.poses a.problem so faf as an Agency
operating under control. If yqu,di& not know about it ﬁntil
the spriné of 1962, and the inﬁérmgtion that I have gathered
indicatés'that'you we;e not privy to any,inform$£ioﬁ'about
‘this until the. spring ofl962,.§pu“were'ip_a fairly important
position in the Agegcy_and véet were ﬁot'awarg ofiﬁhéﬁ could

have been a potentially disastrous_operation,  certainly an

" operation that had all kinds of ramifications for this

' country when cone considers the trigger of World War I involved

an ‘assassination attempt. ——
And su, therefore, the scope of my inquiry is not
necessarily to say it is this person's responsibility buk in

large part it is to determine how these plans got organized

? p 5 E@ R ET : Pl;otocopv-from
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and how they were kept under control, and I should tell you

o that it is my information that, although you did not have any
‘3 hinformatian.about this prior to the spring of 1962, that

4 in the spriné of 1962 you were made privy to what I am joing tc
0 gall Phasé I which was tﬁé Giancana phaserand also what I am
6 .going ta.c%ll Pgaée-iI‘Qheﬁ ﬁilliam ﬁéryéy took-ovér tﬁeJ

7 operation, éhd that Mr.McCone, according to the records that
8 I;haﬁe éeén, was not briefed uatil the Aqgust 16, 1963

,g memorandﬁm, iﬁ part becauss of the fact ﬁr.McCone had not

10 been ﬁCIm at the timé the plans were undertaken, so the

11 -documenﬁs say that I have seen, andgtﬁat at the timeiof‘his'
12 _briefing in Augusﬁ of 1963, i£ was not an oral briéfing but
13 . rather‘;imited to a discussion of the Glancana matter in.

14 the'memofandﬁm for the record add#esséd to Senator Kennedy,

15 | Exhibit 4. - - o

16 - .Now, is there anything thaﬁ.I have said whichrdisagrees
A7 f'with‘ahything”thaE is'to'the best of yduf'recclleétioﬁ?
By .A. T have ﬁo reason to cavil with what you say. I
19 don't héve any contrary recollectipns but'I don't remember.é
20 lot of this eiﬁhér. SS —-— - |
2l ) ﬂ‘-Now, do vou iemember Senatér Kennedy coming over
- 22 “th.the Agency'onér'aboﬁt Marcﬁ 8, 1967, to reviéQ'this
‘ 25 " memorandum for_thg records thaﬁ,was Helms'® ﬁxhibit 4 that
24 péftained'tc ﬁiS 1962 ﬁfiefing?r.  _ A o
25 ' A Sénator Kennedf visited the Agency to do that?

?@ ? %E{t ;F»?n E : Photocopy from
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again on -- sometime in 196772

F i 7 s e v a0 m w S —

.Q _ Yes. He either visited the Agency or was hand-

detivered a copy of that. Does that ring a bell with you

atwg%;? R . )
_ ‘A Ne, itldéeéégt, but I don’'t say it didn't happen.
I don't -— _ o
Q .‘ﬁzgp_dqn'E Feme@?er any conversations with Senatﬁr

Kennedy about this?

A No, I don't.

Q. Do you remember any conversations with Lawrence

Houston about =--

A Oh} yes, it was Houston who told me about the

briefing in the first place.

Q  That is right, and when Houston told you about the

briefing and Houston was_present'at the briefing, do you.

remember what he said and what vou said at all or don't you?

A No.

Q Do you remember having any conversatibné'with either

Houston about Robert Kennedy wanting to see the memorandum

A I don't remember the thing at all but, you know,
if it == if the record says that this happened I have no

reason to argue with it. It would not have loomed. large in

my life at that late date and if he wanted to look at it

I wouldn't have the slightest doubt T authorized somebody

to show it to him. I don't recall his coming out here to

e m e MR DR Photocopy from
Gerald Ford Library



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

18

20
21
22

2d

he ended up in Cuba but he was met by ggenéy people[

19 ||

look at it. In othep words, I don't recall him ever being

in my office here.

Q Do you have any recollection of a project known

as Project Amlash?

A Amlash?"By that_name, not any more.
Q Did you ever?
A Don't forget, Mr. Belin, that there were hundreds

of these things.

Q Do you.have'any %ecollection of ;ny man by the
name of Rolando Cubela who was a éubén who at one time had
been associated with Castro and then becamefdisaffected
with him?

A | Let's .see. Was he_the'fellow‘who eventually ended
uplin Pa;is or Madrid orisoﬁething of'ﬁhis-kiﬁd?-

0 Yes. At one time he did and then eventually

Al' whéﬁ wﬁé ﬁislﬁaiticﬁlaf CryptdﬁYﬁé"”

0 ' Well, amoné othe; things, sémé Black Leaf 40 had
been developed to be délivergdltm him_iﬁ_a penrwhéch had heen
coastructed‘tc‘haﬁe-a hypodermic needle Qiﬁh the object to
inject thefBlack Leaf 40 into Castro. And that was aelivered,

£o him.in Paris on November 22, 1963, Do -vou remember?

A .. I certainly remember Cubela.. I. certainly remember
the fact that he was, I thihk -~ was he a defector from the
Cuban regime. - [

: photocopy from
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i Q Yes. .
& A - Or was he an agent whom we iecruited whq ﬁad not
. yet defected or what? I pertaigly rémember his name and I
4 certainly remember the.use that was made of_a-fellow rared
5 Cubéela but I don't recall exactly for;ﬁhat.
| 6 Q There'was an effort to réc;uit him in placé.
! 7 There were evenﬁually some weapons delivered to him.
8 ' : y:% Were there? I don't have any reason to doubt it.
9 The Black Leaf 40 and the hypodermic pén, and so forth, I
10 ‘ .ﬁgn't‘recall.
11 0 ‘Do you recall any Agency.scheme which.invqlvgd tryving
ie to put a speétacular seashell in an area —-
i3 o A | That:is.what I was taikihg about ea;}ierf Wbmequ§
1% was talking once about trying to put a bomb oﬁ his beach
15 ‘where he waike&, or sbmethinq;
16 Q Of where he-skin—dived,
17 A Yes, that is the idea. i do remembér somebody
W}B discussing ﬁhether that would be aviable opération or not.
19 i : Q .ﬁo you ever ?emeﬁber a%yéﬁe_discuséing‘giving a
20 Casﬁro a skinmdiving suit which would include some tuberculosis
21 bacterié in the breathing apparatus and also.possibly some
22|l fungﬁs.which wouid produée madura foot?
25 : A Madura foot? I remember,it seems to me, Fitzgerald
24 had é pright idea about the skin-diving suit. I don't
25 remnember hié.mm I don't think I reéall at all that there was
@@Wﬁﬁgﬁ%g? PWMWMm‘
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any plan to put anything iﬁ it. I have even forgotten what
the skin-diving suit was but- I wént to tell.you these came
up every day, some hairbrained idea like this to do some-
thing about Cuba, but that these -actually weﬁg qarrjed out,
given to actually set the seashell dawn or to send the thing
or that any‘assets were developed to do theée thingsy These
were a lot of_things:thaﬁ wefe'éiscussed and I. am sure they
got down on paper sinqe”?ou haye them but I don't :ecall ﬁhey
were'ever-apérovéd or ever carried out or any attémpt to

carry them out. . LT

Q Do you remember that eventually arms were delivered

‘to Mr.Cubela ih Cqﬁa?_r

A I don't have any doubt about it. I think we
delivg;ed ;fms-all'ove: the place in connection wiﬁh Cuba.
I méan, lgt ﬁs nat_fq; a moment  think that the_gannedy
Administration wasn't dead serious abéut getting rid of the
Caétrq.govgrnment; I meénr,le£{$ not -~ this was a
Government ogexation ané if Déén Rusk.or anybédy, McGaorge
Bundy or anybody.else‘}s sitting around,'no, no, no, wa
didﬁ‘f havé this ;n mind at éll; let's get. that all straighte
out. Théy wénted-to gét rid of Casﬁfd_ Well, le£ me say
that I'donft know that Dean Rusk wantea to get rid of him

but certainly President Kennedy wanted to get rid of him.

7

Q What do you mean by getting rid of him?
SR S v TW sl om om e Photocopy from
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.A They wanted to unseat his government. They wanted to
2 R '
bring his government down by whatever device could be found.
3 —_ . . :
Q0 - Which could include assassination?
4 .
A I don't know that the word assassination was ever
5. Lol o . . - ' ' : ’ ’ ' ’
used but certainly if you land armed men on a beach and the
6 e e
effort is to recruit other armed men and to try to start a
7 ) ~\ . .
whole arrangement whereby you, you know, you bring down a
8 : ' U :
- government, sombeody is bound to get shot. But the thing
9 T ‘ _ - : .
that I am doing my level best with you about and which even
10 - . ' A _ '
as I sit here thinking about it, is the focus on this
11 ) . : o
' assassinatlon business as though this was a, you know, some-
- 12
N thlng that was totally part and parcel of kllllng or invasions
13
or-anythlng of that- klnd Put in that context I just don t
14 - '
remember that any of these operatlons were ever mounted
15 ' - . . : '
let alone had any prospects of success. That a lot of them werc
16 co | - ' ‘
. discussed, I haven't the slightest doubt and I don't know
17 - - o :
what other pecple in the Government have testified te but
18 " | S 3
~even that must have come up at various meetings as to whether
19 - | o B
+his was a viable way to get rid of -the man.
20 L P | . .
'~ There is a very great difference, 1t seemns to me,
2N . , .
when you actually approved it, were prepared to take the
22 ' i ' ' ' '
_responsibility.
23 L R : _
Q For the record,. there appear to have been no plans
24
undertaksn to carry out either the seashell or the skin-diving
25 - . '
suit but there do appear to be plans to deliver the poison
B e, D% A R e (e T g '
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3 ‘3
T pills and plans to deliver weapons.
i el -
H
2 i L
i A - All right.
: o .
; - T8 T 'you don’t have any recollection to the conirary,
; i 7
: 2 i ) - .
; . H' “de you?
¢ 1 . )
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. _ Tt
24 ' e 4 ' o . e
Q The last item I want to talk to you about at this
=3 forth.

time goes back to 1962. I am sorry to skip back and

SO Sl N S0P TN o5R) S0 DFR e
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A All right.

Q You menticned that the Attorney General, Rcbert
Kennedy, was intimately invoived with Operation Mongcose. And
there appears to be a corrgborating memorandum prepared by
you dated October 16,'l§62, pertaining to this, aﬁd‘z wonder
if you would read this'mEmorandum'and see if i£ réfreshes

.your recollection.

A 6 October 1962. When was the Cuban missile crisis?
0 The Cuban missile crisis, I believe, was in October
of 1962.

A Colonel Patchell. I had forgotten all about him.

¢  This letterhas been marked Helms®' Exhibit 5.
B That sort of'iayé it out, &oeén‘t’it?
) . Ambassador Helms, having read the Helms' Exhibit

v

No. 5, this is a memorandum whicﬁ you prepared which appears
to have been.prepgred‘on October 16,'1962,‘the_daté that vou
met with the Attorney General, is that éorrect?
A . Yes.
Q And to the.best af vaur recollecticn; did‘the
Attorney Genéral express the general dissatisfacticn of the
..P:esident with the Operation Mongooée?
A I have every reason to belisve that what I wrote
v in that memorandum was the best of my recollection of what
was said and what wént.on'in the meeting described.;.
0 Would it be fair to say that the Attorney General

THNID RESDHRT -
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General was ever advised of the fact that William Harvey

-Reselli operation?

189

Ef’ j? gE@%s%?

was personally involved and ceontinued to become more personallj
involved with the overall Mongoose Operation?
A. Yes.. -

o Des you know'wheﬁhér'o: not‘at”anyitime the Attorney
had overtaken or had taken over a certain portion of the

A“ -.I don't ﬁave any reqdllectioh of that. Have
you ever talked to Harvey, incidentally?
Q . Yes, sif. ‘
A . - What 4id he have to say_oq.the sgbjgct?
Q- - -Well, M;. Harvey never met with the Aétorney.General

but Mr.Harvey did say that he --

A 'He never saw the Attorney General?

Q0 - ~He never discussed -- no, he didn't Say that.

A Oh. |

0 Eerngver.discussed the particular plans in which he

was personally involved with tﬁe AttérneyaGeneral,"
A I see., I see.
Q He did say thét sometime in £he spring of 13962
you became éwére of those plans and that would be corroborated
by other documentatian that I have seen, and that he also
said that you'anﬁ he detérmined not to brief the DCI on it

at the time and that is also corroborated by other documenta-

tion that I have seen.
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A " What sort of documentation?

0 Memorandum.
. ) .
A Memorandum for the record?
0 Well, memorandum invelving among other things,

review of the entire area of this; I have notes on it. I
don't have the mgmorandum here at this.ﬁime-

I-den't know iIf I would call it a ﬁemorandum-for
ﬁhe_récord but at-léast-ﬁhére is some’writﬁen documentation,
butII:don‘t know whether made contemporaneously, that thére
was a decision not to brief DCI, McCone, the:memorandum
having been talked about earlier.

A Let me ask a very important question'hgre at this
point. : - " L

Q Sufely.

A~ -~ This plaﬂ thét Harvey was_alieqed to have, how
far‘did it ever get? I mean, whai I am tryingrto get at
here is that we are dealing with a lot of cénjeéturé; a lot
of thﬁughés, a iot of ideas.tNow, did any plan get down to the
point where scomebody was‘ébout to Qet inlaboat or airplane
and go to Cuba and do X or Y and it Shows I approved this
happening crAwas thisisomething he was going to try te develap
and see if it could fly and if.ﬁherg was ahy possibility
-thaﬁ it might Qork, and so fofth?:‘

Q | There are reports tﬁét the people with whom there.

was contact did get to Cuba with pills’ and with --
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A .This was the first --

Q -~ other occasiaons.
A First phase?
Q- And also the second phase and in addition, there

were subseguent reports t?ét thererwere arms provided
also and what you are saying is if this pian continued over
a period of-séveral yeafs it continued.withauﬁ your exp:ess
overviéw}as I understand foﬁr.testimony, is that c@rfect? |
A Yes. My recpllectioh of Har&e&’s dealings.with

Roselli or during moét of the period-thatwas.that nothing
e?er happened about ahything.

_.Q".f.ﬁeli, certéinly-ﬁr. Castro is still living;

A Yes, but I mean, I think this -- I don't know whose

-word to trust in‘this but I think that,-you“know, this is a

pretty‘thin'reed,‘this-Roselli business. He was a pain ih

the neck and an awful albatross but I think we got zero

- use out of him. T

‘MR: MANFREDI: Mr.Helms, this is Harold Baker,

another member of the staff.

THE WITNESS: How do you. do?
" MR. BELIN: .Mr. Baker is going tc be here tomorrow.

I think at this time we will let vou take a breather and

.-at least adjourn the deposition to-iesume'tomorrowlmarning..,

THE WITNESS: What time would you like me here,

Mr.Baker?
Photocopy from
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'MR. BAKER: Mr. Gray was going to start first.
MR. BELIN: Mr. Gray is not -~ well, T have asked
the guestions that Mr.Gray wanted to ask.

MR. BAXER: 1 see. What would be convenient for

yaﬁ? “f .,'i- o — S
- _*; - THE WITNESS: I waﬁt to meet your convenience.
I mean my desire is to be és'availgble‘gnd'get everything
doné that we'&an 30 I.can get back to my job;
_7~  - MR. BAKER:-Half.past Aine?..- 
" - TE:IE WITNESS: Fine, |
MR. BELIN: ALl riéht. Well, thank you, sir, for
your cooperation. |
- THE EITNESSS ‘Thank vou. Iwant to codp@?ate.fr
want to help. I will try and be a little biﬁ, lét[more alert

tomorrow.
" {Whereupon, at 4:30 p.m.,'the taking of the

-deposition was recessed, to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., Thursday,

o

~April 24, 1975.)
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