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.\!.4..!:.1 r::·~h~~t·: ,.1t.·~:::1 IV):Sr?i~i nuy 
~:t·. t

1 :..Jkl-1: t:::· ~t\\~:~-~ ~-~r tht· Jn!::; F. 
K~ .. :-:!iel!:: .F.:.~~:.s.:;;;::J::-···· ·.~on~~ ~1;;1 to bi.s 
•.ir:.1:~ !!·:· ·.~ ::-· ~~· .. :.:1.:-. n::_:r~.~~-r~\tl :i 
~t~·.~. ·-~~,~--k_, ::....-· 1 . ~;; • ..: hjcke~1·:..:~ body 
~::..:.~~·-'·.: ::::J :.~~ ::•;i l!:-~::.I1 J::~ ciu:11pN 
::Jto .\1!3.!11:·s B: ..... ~\.:Jy:~e BJy. 

Brf.Jre ht' ~.!!t.--.d. Rc·sel11 hlntt.1 l! ro a.s~ 
~'"~c.1 tes tbJt Lt? k::t.)·.~- wh·J h:!d Jr· 
r:.H:a:·_:.j Pit.~;;:dt?nt Kt---r::ll'd\··s :::~Irc!cr. 
I~ .... ~-.:..~ t~e sa:nc Ctlr::~~-:rat~1r::. h~~j st.:g· 
;.:,t;tcd. ·.1 th''":l t:e hJcj r,,,·ruitt"-.J cJrlicr 
:.,.)·:-;.U! (:..~:::1:--1 fJ:-e:-::lt)r Fidt:l C'.1st:-o. 

3:.- f\,)~.:ii!·~ '~~:::~}tJc Jcco~!nt, C3stro 
!eJrnetl tht' identitv of the underworld 
con:Jl·t.~ in Ha•:Jn3 ·.-.·:u bad hrrn 
::--:.-:::~ tt..1 kn·J.,_~r.: :-::r:i c:::. He believed, 
:-:·J: J.!:~)~>~th£lr ~ :thoLt tjJ..SIS. th:lt ?res~ 
;~~!,_•::: ~l;::~r?d;.· '"' 2:-: bt~hind the fliOt. 

The t.·~:~'~.ln ieJdd·. 3_;: ttll) suprcr:-~t1 
::-·.·:::.- ... :~.,.~·tl1t.}d r\1 :t;:-n th~ tJtJl2s a::d 
~>~' ~jtl .<l:::e l';-._l·;.-r_t :o J.r:-:L1~t? Kl~n­
::'-'·,!·. ::. J.s.:.assr:1J:ion. accorc!in2 t._) 
;;,";'ili'> "ecano. T0 sa1·e their skins. 
; he• plotters iincd up LC'e f!Jr\"l'Y \Jo· 
·.\ Jld :l) pull tbe trigger. 

ih1St'lli could ne·.-er iJe pinnc<J down 
~..·~~ ;:::1:::~ or dt.,t.ail~. It ·rt·as also di!fl· 
C'-lit tel JO.St'S> whether he knew what 
he' w:\< tJ!king abnut or whether he 
r::,'rell' dcscri'bed "'bat ht• thought 
IE!~ht. haH• happen,'d Certainly th~~re 

... • .. ~ ·.;.; .. ·~\;=!:.',-: .-/~ ·: .. \~ . 
. ·;. ·.~._~;;::~~,\K~'--; .. __,.,~·.: 

0 li(eli1Inlecl )1 ~ s ~~rr u.nr[iler 
01 

They ·,.·ere under the loose control 
"f Florida·s :,!af:a chiefL1n. Santos 
Traflicante. Hls gambling enterpri,rs 
i.:J Ha·.-ana ~ad been cioscd down ll\· 
Castro aft,;r the 1950 re1·oJut:on. rn 
fact. Tra:f:cante had been lodgccl for a 
period in a Cuban jail. an mdignity 
that dldn't endear Castro to him. 

Alter Tralficante made it back w his 
Florida haunts. he ldt part of his or­
gam;:atJon hcb.J.nd in Havana. Some cf 
hi.s henchmen even managed to de­
velop contacts in Castro·s innrr circll'. 
These were the people Roselli wanted 
to use to knock off Castro. 

But Roselli did .. !1't ha·•e the sL1ture 
inside the ?.!afia to :nake the necessary 
arrange~nt> with Trafficante. So 
Roselli called in hb patron'. thl' l'hi· 
ca;;o codfather Sarn ,~!orno1 Giancana. 
to 'ileal with Trafficante 

.\.s Roselli's associates tell it. IH: per· 
suadcd Giancana that it would be to 
their advant.age to win the good will of 
the CIA. Convinced, Giancana flew 
do·,.·n to Florida to make the prelim!· 
;:;:~ry arrangements. 

Once Giancana and Trafficante SPt it 
up, Roselli used the Hllva.na under· 
world to plot \.a~trn·, demlf'r. :\t first, 
they trie<l to plant poison pills. 'liP· 
plle<l by the CIA. in Castro's food. The 
_;u_ ~-----·--~-,Qave mr ... 

'.l:_;.,. . 

In an improm;rtu. thn:t"-tlllur intPr· 
1·iew with .-\.'i.'ili<'iJtl'ti Pre·:;;; rt·portpr 
Daniel Hark<:r. i'J'tro inliwated that 
he knew about the :lit••m;rt.' on hi:; life 
and warned that i · .. \ !l'ad<·r' al.'o 

!might not be :;;Jfe. ThJt "'"' Sl'jit 7. 
'1003. . 

According to Hr,selli. Castrn ('Dlistrd 
the s.1me underwor:d •:I<·::Jrnls ·.~·!tom 
he had caught plrJtting ;l!zainst ilir1. 
They supposedly were Cuban.s from 
the old Traffil'antr organization. 
Working with Cuban intelligence, thrv• 
a!kgedly lined up an l·x-:.!arinr: shaq). 
shooter, Lee Harvev Oswald. who had 
been active in thl; pr,r·CJstrn mo\"C:· 
rnent. 

According to Ho.sl•lli\ '<Tsinn. 
OswJld ma1· li<tl"" 'hot l\••nned1· "~" 
mav hJI'e Jl'll:d ;1;; a dt•c.,,· whiJt.' oth· 
Prs· Jlllbttsht>d hit:l from ,:Jnsn r:JI!i;t·. 
When Oswald ·,,Js picked up. 1("'"1/t 
suggested, th1.· unc/r-r·"nrld n>n;;plra· 
!01"3 feared ht• would cr:wk ant! tli.l· 
close informatinn tiJ;Jt llli.Z/11 lt•atl ''' 
them. This Jilllnst l't•rt:lml\· Wllllld 
have brought a rnas.siq; L.s.· nack· 
down on the \!afia. 

So Jack HuJ,_~· was "rill·r•·ll t" •·lifll· 
!nate Oswolrl :1;:1kinl! 11 appr•;Jr as an 
art of ~~l'[is;!) a~air:st tla: l~(t:~i.!l.~;~:t's 
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In mid.:.March, 1965, Rafael Garcia Bongo/ a noted 
. :' . 

Cuban lawyer whose brother occupied the prestigious position 
' . :-:-·\ ~~ ::· ,; \_;_~.; 

of Minister of .Sports .in Cuba, contacted CIA lst'ation. personnel 
--:: ~!.·~~ .• • 

to inform the agency that nhe was in contact with 
L------' 

a group of military officers who were ·planning to kill Castro" 

(1967 I •.. G. . Report, p. ) .: .. It. cquickly became .clear to CIA 

. emplqyee.s. ;,that Bongo'.s reference:,was::to ,Cubila and the group ,· ' .· 

of military men who. :were allied with him in ·attempting to 

depose Castro .• Although.the 1967~~nd· 1917 :1I.G.·. Reports are 
' 

silent as to their attit1.,1de: toward Bongo's Jinf~rmation, it 

must be assum.ed. that they:. _did not: respond Jffirmatively since 
J 

the AMLAS.H, operation was .in progress .. at 'the time and Artime 
i 

,, 
was in the.process of delivering arms cac~es to Cubela's people 

) 

within Cuba. 
1\; 

Interestingly, Bongo identified himself to Agency per-
I ,. 

sonnel as a lawyer for the Capri Hotel an'd Casino in Havana 

who had been jailed in July 1975 for a period of 75 days, 

i~legedly as a reprisal for representing/Santo Trafficante. 

~.Bongo's utilization of the short prison; term to establish 

his "bona fides 11 j'j.s questionable as Tra~ficante was in jail 

during August 1959. For the Cuban gov~~nment to wait for 3 

years to e~act retribution for that re~resentation makes no 

sense. Possibly, Bongo was inVolved in(approachingtthe Castro 
' . 
,;· 

\ ... , 
.·.:··. 



' 

.· 
government· in 1962 on -Trafficante •.s. behalf· 

~--.· to~.:-reopen j' tlJ.e CaprL' cas.i~o ;f;:.:r;, 

1 

Bon~6·' s ;,trip:,.tocM~:idr-i:ddapparently _!involved 
L....--------' 

::=wa·s ~-arrested for counterfeiting 

and held until hi~ old-client, Santo Trafficanto, arrived 

with a sui tease full of cash to obta~n ..;.:::_~.::.:.:.:~_:J -.. c.~ 
,..,..--

i:n:terv±:e-w--u~Bl 8A ~reudall· ~----Se~depo.s.:i.t.i.o.n:.:::o£ 

Vi.et:ur ...... Esp±ncrsa· Hernande%:~"'>-.. ctPresumabl;Y, Bongo was paroled 

back to Cuba, at an unspecified later·date, where he~died. 

One aspect of the Bongo-Traff.J:'cante relationship ip 

Madrid deserves fuller treatment although it is doubtful 

that anything more than supposition ~an result from further 
~: •• •• ;' ;' •• '

4
_ • .(·~! ~·.: t!"'i.:~~: ,.• ~,:_ l.ltl 

exploration. 1It has~ been reported:by jack Anderson that his 

private and secret source ·until his death, John Roselli, had 

reason to speculate that Cubans originally recruited bySanto 

Trafficante to kill Castro were "turned around" and sent 

back to the United States where they w~re directly involved 

in. the assassination of Presi~ent:~Kennedy~_h,tsee-AndeJ::.Son . 
~ .,....~-.,_~ 

calmnn~d~ed.c<.':.:.9: ... ·!f:;,;.o-1-&f -~ ·-~---··~...-; · · · lh~4eW"'-hy, ... Fen.ton ... and .. ;: .. "c-f--:; . 
, ang.t.he.r....-G-a-l-ummi.-str:j::~~!f,tfc>"r-ge····:c-ri1·e·; · ca:rr i ed. tfie 

I. t. 

s to :t;Y~-:::::$·'Eep---t:u-r-t-he£.,....by--s·1.:l<Jg.B s-t-i·- ;g.~: .. t.hat- -·!1'-r a-f fi_ can-te--.b ecame 
I'-: 

. 'i; . 

a wit tin_g__p_ar..ticipant::....in-:::th~~"4... :. r rt·::p.r~i-me..:.-M-i-n-i-s-t-e-r-'-s.-plan.. .0 f 
.:. 

r.e:t~ _ i:ffthis ··liriecof hypotheca-

tiO,;,\ ii;•· adapl:~<V' thEm 't.I,e,;frfp;.t~t~~~f±j;,~~ B6rigo could as sUm~ 
' .-( 

;;;u.o.!..!..U·-"'J?'''ae?/t-t}t.e~~possibility :that Bongo's 
·. ::.·' \ . ·~~:: :r~~:r . . . 

to act-as 
.: ..... 

,·.; 
'l ..... 

·'\:·''· 

. ··::: .. .. . . . . . 

' ...... 

'· ·' 

, .:<_;I 
.. ·r· 

.. ... 
' ' ~ : 

'.: ~' 
L. 

.. · ., 



' 

a double agent for Castro in ascertaining/the nature and 

scope of the AMLASH operation. Castro certainly became 
' 

aware of the Artime meetings with Cub¢la in the fall of 

1964 since the list of charges upon which Cubela went to 

trial in 1966 began with these Madrid meetings. If Castro 

had begun his suspicions of Cubela's role with the CIA dur-

ing late 1964 or early 1965, it is likely that he would have 

begun counter-intelligence measures to confirm his fears 

which could have led to Castro sending Bongo to Spain to 

contact the Agency. Given Trafficante's close ties to Bongo 

lated that Trafficante was aware of Bongo's true mission 

prior to his departure oi became knowledgeable when he bailed 

him out of jail in Madrid. 

knowi-ng·· -whe.ther.:-::B:on:gQ:.:::_~topped-··±n Mi ami---t.o"-· see ~~'P'!=:.<i~:f-J,~c;=-~n !:§! .. _ 
--~----- --~------------~---------------------··-· . -·· ---

pr ip r _t;Q
7 

__ gq-i,n.g<cctG~ . .Spai-R--Un-less,._.weo- '€:-GU•ld"''-ob:t-a-in---t.he .... cas.E:t,,J i l.E;! . -- --·~ ~--- --~-- - . . t --------

from .Sec-ret Serv-ice of the Italian .killed .. i-n. MiamL_wh_o was 
- \ p • - , ' ' - - ~ '- -

Trafficante'1 could h<::fve received news of Cubela' s ·ties 

with the Agency through his close associate Jo~ge Nobregas who 

was described by Gorge C4f_.\ !c::. in his Washington Post article 

(circa 8/17/76) as "having worked with the CIA, was in Cube.:)..a's 

student revolutionary group in Cuba, and always close to 

Trafficante." 

Actually, given the extent of Traffi,cante 's high-level 
! 

contacts within the exile community and the low-level security 



' 

in the CIA exile operations, it is extremely logical that 

Trafficante and other members of the underworld knew, in 

some fashion, part or all of the M-1LASH plot. The question 

becomes: So what? Short of being able to blackmail the go-

vernment about the modus operendi of the 1960-62 events, 

the significance of mob knowledge of AMLASH is not readily 
~-· 

apparent. f.:nowever,·--xf~~-Tfa-fl:£c=aiilie-:::-·was-,~;in'~fac't'~a~·douhle:agent, 
-.· I 

a ... whole o the-F---s-eeaaF~i-0-emer--ge-&o·~-!-

.//// One further reference to Bongo sur~fced during /n 

l interview by Committee Stafj with Jose A¥~man pn Marqh 14, 

\,1 1977 when P{leman related ;~at Jorge NobJegas introdfced Ale­

man to Tratficante Santo Trafficante /offered to cifssist I . ; 
Aleman in !obtaining a Teamster loan o~·tensibly out/ of grati-

tude for Aleman's relative (Bongo) ·r~presenting 
; I 

in Cuba. Trafficante fully admits the Teamster 

Tfafficante 
i 

l,ban proposal 
f 

which was to be arranged by Frank Ragano, Traffi9ante'e per-
! 

sonal lawyer, who also represented · .:fimmy Hoffa and Frank Chanez 

in criminal cases. 

'· Of course, the most-relevant aspect of the Trafficante-

Aleman meetings in September 1962 to this Cq~mittee is the 

statement attributed to Trafficante by Aleman.that '' ... you 

don 1 t understand me. Kennedy 1 s not going to mak:·~ it to the 

election. He is going to get hit." Aleman reported that 

the inflamhtory prediction occurred during a lengthy diatribe 
\ 

\ .. 

against the Kennedy administration's campaign against Jimmy 
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committee ·to st:l.ld.y Goverfurle'ht~I ope!;a.~Jon ($SG) .9P~c~t.~-teg 
·: -. ',·: -:. ~. . ... :;:- .. ,_ __ ;~~ ; . . · ... ··-·-· -:· •; '· ··:· .... -:: ... -~ .;::, ... -· ..... , ,-:-.. :.' 

that organi,;;::~<:l.cr±me m~y have had a cont.iriuirig knowledge· 
·.:: •' · ... -.' ... - ... -.. :··; -··.··:·. 

'• 

of .all CIA opertions against Castro during the .. 1'9,60 's. 
\ ·.· 

by "A" suggested a link between AMLASH Opera-t/i'on \;:tnd the 
. - . : ... ~-- .. ·: ···:•,"!•- :·.·· ~ .. ; , __ •. . - . ··-. ( . . . 

,. ____ -~ .-,:/:···---- ,_ ... -.. _-;-... :. _ ... ·:y-~-------.. -- - _,_,_,,..; ~:, _ .. ~--... : r~~ -::..._ ::;~--

196·a::i962 CIA plots to a~sass1na-te>:Cas~~<?. using .t.md~t$di-ld 

contacts. the information "A"~.p-rOvided 
,,, . .._., ___ . __ ..,_ 

,:.,-

ra:ised:··<the pOssibility· tha·t Ulf9:~rw0rla.· :figures /who were aware 
".;\:'·:-::·· •.. .-_ ~.- . . . -· -: .. ,.,. .. - . . . . ., ~ ;- -~-

~- ' .... ' ., 

lr';·:· of t~e. a_9sassinatio~--~l~ots i~····~h.i.ch ~ii:lfam H.3:X..vJ~Y .. partici-

(;. \, .~ pa ~d , ,jjt~y,.\l<tve. ;;tlS t,\ .. ~\\"<!,\! .;;f§~fEi 'CiT 'the )'llltq\S H;:::,;.;rati,;,,;;;~,,. 
I'~ _:;. A review of the 1967 . I.G. repor~ dle~'~;,tsustain 

the Senate's conjecture in that thete is no:available evidence 

' 

cited in the Report to suggest that "A" (Vi~tor Spinosa Hernan­

dez) had knowledge of, or involvement witli, any of the syn-
, 

dicate or Cuban exiles who participated ir1 Phase I or II of 

the CIA-Mafia assassinatio~.plots during ~960-62. What Book 

-~did was to seize upon the 1967's tenta_tive identification 
_; [, 

,, ]Or7~{<h1!7ert' 

of~ name links" between the 1960-62.:~~r op-€~·r,t·~t(>'n 

and AHLASH intrique, and expand\ the amo:r::I>hus nature of those 

"name links," which included "A," into~ theory that "A" was-
, 

the conduit through which the Syndicatelbecame knowledgeable 

of both the AMLASH operation and the i!fitial CIA efforts to 



.··-··'·'. 

• 

eliminate Castro. 

The only solid factual basis for Book g•s tie-in 

between AMLASH and the 1960-62 CIA syndicate plots is 

upon Victor Espenosa's exile activities in June-

July 19 6 3, which Book JZ,. t: • H·""''' 1.' ,1 b 
.~"·, .· ·-······-·'·'·-···. ,.,.. '" ... ~ ........... ' 

G,M~~~;··--ciA., ... fi·~·~s contained at least some FBI .. reports 
> 

on "A," the Cuban exile who was involved in transPorting 
i 

explosives to New Orleans in 1963. These reportp detail 
\ I 

his involvement with anti-Castro exiles and'underworld fi-
r 

~ gures who were operating the guerilla training }:~amp in New 

Orleans in July 1963. 

The "underworld figures" reference relates to MeJ,..;i..e 

and William HcLaney who have been considered organized crime 

affiliates by some law enforcement and media ~ersonnel. 

(See profile.) Again, however, no evidence .from any source 

places McLaney into the early CIA plots to ~ill Castro or 

into the AMLASH operation. A review of the'June-July 1963 

activities of McLaney and Victor Espinosa leads only to the 

inference thatftheir operation was a priva'te limited venture 
\ 

with no agency or syndicate support and very little chance 

of success. 

Moreover, the link between McLan~y, Espinosa and the 

organized crime principals connected to!the initial CIA Castro 

plots must be dissected in order· to ma~e a judgement as to 
.,M .... (. ~ sc 

the likelihood of a~ :tt:,'"s.speculation: that the syndicate 
) 

held "inside" information on Agency orjerations in 1960-65. 



• 

,\ 
Since the Senate did not attempt to interview either 

of the McLaney brothers or Victor Espinosa in 1975 nor ~ 
1)·;,1'- pr•nC'-po..i> of 

<:fHi,:,t;:.O of the wunesses -:t,;:Q the 1960-62 plots ~ or-:::. 

their knowledge or relationship to McLaney or Espinosa, the 

Senate's hypothetical question of underworld knowledge of 

the full range of CIA Castro plots is based upon a minimum 

of hard data and a maximum of free-wheeling conjecture. 

The evidence linking Espinosa to any ~nown organized 
/ 

crime figures consists of his admission to ~eing friends with 
,_ 

"Cappy" Rothman, Norman Rothman's son, and .kl casual knowledge 
' 

of American gamblers gleaned from his stud~nt days of visit-

ing the Havana casinos. 
- IS 

Mike McLaney ~ .~ties to 
. ~ 

organized crime have been ~e(•(J-..v.v.-& questioned within federal 

law enforcement agencies since the 1950'~ but no solid evi-

dence has linked him to Trafficante, Rosseli or Giancana. 

Since Mcllaney has been most frequently mentioned as a "Lansky 

man." To place a witting thtltv'Y\<-~ into the 1960-62 plots, 
<\' J'/. 

v ~ it r~ires a 
J . . ---- '-.__ 

series of major speculative hurdles which 
·. ~~ AjJ ~ ----._ . ~J/; _.;>-~ include~ (a) Myer Lansky was a plotter with 

JJ ;:?¥ ' ,,/._/ rr f (b) McLaney was Lansky's "action II man; ·:r. (c) 

Trafficante; 

the various under-

r 
tJ< ' world figures acted in <;:oncert in promoting anti-Castro opera­

Ito C:;. ,, .. · . . t-\ e e t;fr-$.A 
tions. ~None of these premises are easily supportable with 

facts 

HORNBECK/br N.A.~··[;~.L4~--{A .. -4·t/.·\.L.,e;_. 
·V, / : ..... 

\,} 
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