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"~ THIS BOPYIS NOT |
FO §,R‘EL EASE.

'When;the Central Intelligence Agency forwarded

to the Warren Commission a copy of Duran's signed state-
ment. It read as follows:

.. .she remembered...(that Lee Harvey Oswald)
-was the name of an American who had come
to the Cuban Consulate to obtain a visa to
~travel to Cuba in transit to Russia, the
latter part of September or the early part of
October of this year, and in support of his
“application had shown his passport, in which
it was noted that he had lived in that country
for a period of three years; hs labor card
from the same country written in the Russian {
-language; and letters in that same language.
He had presented evidence that he was married
to a Russian woman, and also that he was ap-
parently the leader of an organization in the
city of New Orleans called "Fair ***(Play) for
Cuba," claiming that he should be accepted as
a "friend" of the Cuban Revolution. According-
ly, the declarant, complying with her duties,
took down all of the information and completed
the appropriate application form; and the
declarant, admittedly exceeding her responsi-
bilities, informally telephoned the Russian con-
sulate, with the intention of doing what she
could to facilitate issuance of the Russia visa
to Lee Harvey Oswald. However, they told her .
that there would be a delay of about four months
- in processing the case, which annoyed the appli-
cant-since,_according to his statement, he was
- in a great hurry to obtain visas that would
‘enable him to travel to Russia, insistind ‘on
" his right to do so . in view of his background
- .and his loyalty and his activities in behalf of
- ~-the Cuban movement. The declarant ‘was unable
to- recall accurately whether or not the appli-
.cant told her he was a member of the Communist
+Party, but he did say that his wife***was then -
- . in'New York City, and would follow him, ***
. ‘(Senora Duran stated) that when Oswald -under- <
... stood that it was not possible to give him a - ‘
;7 - Cuban visa without his first having obtained
‘*»:the Russ1an v1sa,***he became “very exc1ted or
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angry, and accordingly, the affiant called
Consul Ascue (sic),*** (who) came. out and
began a heated discussion in English with
Oswald, that concluded by Ascue telling him
that "if it were up to him, he would not
give him the visa," and "a person of his
type was harming the Cuban Revolution rather
than helping it," it being understood that
‘in their conversation they were talking about
the Russian Socialist Revolution and not the
Cuban. Oswald maintained that he had two rea-
- sons for requesting that his visa be issued
promptly, and they were: one, that his tourist
permit in Mexico was about to expire; and .
- the other, that he had to get to Russia as f
quickly as possible. Despite her annoyance, ‘
the declarant gave Oswald a paper***in which
she put down her name, "Silvia Duran," -and
the number of the telephone at the consulate,
which is "11-28-47" and the visa application
- was processed anyway. It was sent to the
Ministry of (Foreign) Relations of Cuba; from
- which a routine reply was received some fif-
teen to thirty days later, approving the visa,
~but on the condition that the Russian visa
be obtained first, although she does not re-
. call whether or not Oswald leter telephoned
“herqat the Con late number that she gave

The Central Intelllgence Agency had relled on
Duran s statements but had delted Duran's descrlptlon v
A o
.of Oswald as blonde and short e ) It had also

‘ ’,eXClsed Duran s statement, "The only ald she could give

'T”dVLSlng that he see the Sov1et Consul and

fﬁCuban Consulate 4Sn@aami§ﬁﬁua-4
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The Warren Commiséion Staff was ﬁot comoletely,
satisified’wiﬁh Ms. -Duran's ten oage signéd stétemenﬁ
obtainea by the Mexican authorities. W. David Slawson
wrote: |

We then discussed ... the problem of (inter-
viewing) Silvia Duran. We pointed out that

~our only interest in witnesses (in Mexico)
other than Duran was to get their formal testi-
mony for authentication purposes....This was

~not true of Duran, however, because she had
been interviewed only by the Mexican police
and we considered that interview inadequate.

(I should point out that we do not consider i
it totally inadequate, however. It is only
on details such as Oswald's physical appearance,

. side comments or remarks he may have made, etc.,
that we would like to interrogate Mrs. Duran
further. On the essential point of whether
or not his contacts with the Embassy consisted
of anything other than an attempt to travel
to Cuban, Silvia Duran s knowledge has probably
been exhausted. Y ¥ 70

(Merorrrrdunr-for—tirc—-lReeeia el Tl CL ey Lo

al

inLéhefeﬁégén&l.) The Warren Commission staff's attempts
. _ ' . 707
to interview Ms. Duran never succeeded. (Memorarmiun—ior

: 3 e} N - - PO ) i Fa o ol Tk PN s o a o~ "
) .the—RCDULu. L A..L,J.P Lo M"X:CC I T § R T e LAV u.;.uwoun,
. - . Y ou

‘._gy?ﬁfﬁ#é){ Ms.,Duran ‘was’ not interviewed by Amerioané_' |

‘untllﬂ'976, when two reporters from the Washlngton Post
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On June 6 1978 representatlvesfrﬂ

Co'mlttee on Assassrnatlons lnter-“ ‘

b e

Durahfiﬁ‘MéxicooCity;

viewed Ms.
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* f VI. Informatlon not available at the tlme of the
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1. House Select Committee on Assassinations 6/6/78

Interview of Silvia Tirado

- LVin, . ' . ,
Ms. Tirado Qghrag divorced Horatio Duran in 1968) ~
was never questioned by American officials in 1963. Thus,
.the Committee éstablished contact with the Mexican go-

" vernment and requested that the Mexican government make

w1l "
Silvia Triado available for an interview. ¢hedEer=HELA
e et TR TR e e P D e, ), i

The Mexican government oomplied on 6/6/78. Ms. Tirado

told the House Select Committee on Assassinations the

following:

Lee Harvey Oswald visjted the Cuban Con- -

sulate thrée times on September 27, 1963, not

twice as the Warren Comm1551on prev1ously re-

-;l3
the flnal destlnatlon

| // fw/m;\

"1,_howed her some documents, then; left to ob-

"1 a1n photographs needed for hls appllcatlon
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. Oswald returned at approx1mitely 1:00

'p;m. with four photographs. Gﬁﬁi&_a;uﬁ&&&ﬁ&
Ms. Tirado typed the application in dupli-
cete, stapled a plcture on top of each ?fd

" |had oswald sign each in her presence. szf&vr
pPr=52%=g= ) As identification, Oswald showed ' i
her documents he had brought: his Russian ‘ ’ _ !

labor card, marriage certificate with the

name of his Russian wife, his American Com-

munist Party membership card and his "Fair
7 '

Play for Cuba" membership card. (ITtdrr—pr—5od)

Ms. Tirado found Lee Harvey Oswald's be-
havior suspicious because normally a Communist
traveled only with his passport as belonging'
to the ‘Communist Party was 1llega1 in Mex1co
» : ¥ 1Y

' ln 1963. (Forder—ipr——_i3 )

There was a procedure whereby the American

Communist Party would arrange visa matterstfor
o : ‘ ' : »§
~their members with the Cuban”CommunistrParty.X

.) The Amerlcan would then

om ,to MeXlCO, VlSlt the Cuban Consulate, and,
ﬁrecelve hlS v1sa 1mmed1ately. (T e,

;¥7When Tlrado asked Oswald why he did not have

‘*‘5the Amerlcan Communist Party alrange his trip

“;?totCuba, he stdted that he had not had the tlme

71!w* T

(Tidrrr—fem532 )
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' After explaining to Oswald that he had to ac-
guire a Russian visa before he could receive a Cuban
visa, Tirado jotted'her name and business phone number

on a piece of paper and gave it to Oswald who then left
9 2

to get his Russian visa. {Thid—prebdbombdlde. ) i
Oswald returned to the Cuban Consulate between

5:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., which was after normal working
11 -

hours, }lO 00 to 2:00 p.m.¥ +ibwdwv—@v-648g) The guard

called Tlrado,statlng that someone who did not speak
7y »*
Spanish was at the gate 1nqu1r1ng about a visa. fIbidvy

Pomedbdids. ) AS routine procedure,lshe/asked the guard
’ “F iy ¥
-to escort the individual to her office. (Thidrp=prebdd.. )
, o ‘ 7
Oswald told her that he had acquired a Russian visa.

{Lioietimepaepeemeidel . ) Since he did not produce it when asked
' 7, - /

she called ﬁﬁéRussian.Consulate. (Fotdp- 343{) The. | _ f

Consul told Duran that Oswald had been to the Consulate

requestlng a visa and had beeh told that the reply would
718 4

take approximately four months. bfbt&#v"@#=338! When‘
she relayed the meSSage to Oswald, he got very excited,
_an51st1ng_that as a person who had- been in jail because

"fjof the Cuban Revolutlon he should receive a visa. tFoidwy

‘:epr—5¢6‘?' Oswald stated that he could not wait that long
L 730 o
'f'because hlS Mex1can visa explred in three days Tt |,

: szSﬁE) At thls p01nt Ms. Tlrado 1nformed Consul@Q/

i
i

i

1
L.
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Eusebio Azcue of the situation. e .)

Azcue had been in his private office which he shared
with his ﬁpcoﬁing replécement, Alfredo Mirabal.1ynfbéde,
T ) Azcﬁe politély explained the requisites for an
intransit visa to Oswéld:ﬂaﬁﬂmhirrﬁh~iﬂﬁwﬂiiﬂ.) When

he noticed that Oswald was a stubborn man he ﬁold Os-
wald that he was obviously not a friend of the Cuban

revolutionﬁfbecause he would otherwise understand that

Cuba had to be extremely careful with the people it al-

a3 )
lowed in the country. (&Hetdwrr—pr=55é4~ ) Azcue and Oswald
%7
yelled at each other., (FItdr7pT™%9%:) Then Azcue went
136

to the door, opened it and asked Oswald to leave. ¢Fbid.,

p'—554 ) Oswald did not revisit or telephone the Consu-

127
late. (FotdT7 P 554 Ms. Tirado described Lee Harvey
SPARSE

, Oswald as approximately flve feet six, withVblonde hair,
Y, W's/"

ﬁuyelghlng about 125 pounds. @5@’wﬂbﬁ’QEﬁ&’iLt@Lgﬁhggﬁ}*‘z—

( Blortetrr =T )

=

2. CIA information not available at t@g time of
the Warren Commission investigation.
a.[LIRING/3]allegation.

"In 1967 a report £hat Silvia Buran had had

intimate relations with Lee Harvey Oswald came to the

attention of the Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico

City Station. 7?%e¢enag—fvmmemr}m
f§;a§ﬁe+e+}uuy—ae~—59@aa' The source [LIRING/B,

tb9—eiﬁ—rated—exé%eme&y*re%tab&e) stated that he had recenthy}

e
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14 1; d
received a call from Silvia Duran. [;_telephone tap, grj

‘bu"\" cGH
fLIRING/3 sJ;elephonelconflrmed that the eadl had been
I\-!V\A‘l.‘ o ?¢

ade. L:E!u‘) [LIRING/3 reported that he]had visited
: AL
SllVla to renew acquaintances. B®Eesmd.) During the visit,
’f_\/g
" Duran told(LIRING/3]that she‘haaﬁmet Lee Harvey Oswald
u%r
at the Cuban Consulate when he applied for a visa and
94 ) N
had dated him on several occasions. J-memez) Duran

47"

admltted that she had intimate relations with Oswald
794
but insisted that she had no idea of his plans. *’Gﬂz&h)
In addition, Duran told[LIRING/3]that when the news of
the assassination became public knowledge, the Mexican
government arrested her and during the interrogation
beat her until she admitted that she had had an affair
7¢¢ w TV
with -Lee Harvey Oswald., (Fbidh) [Rowton (B ERENG7IS

caaeqaéééecrﬁs-pseu&enym)]counseled LIRING/3 against

ahy further contact with Duran because the Cubans or _
the Mexican police might become suspicious of him. [AK
[Br,") There is no indication in[Rowton's]report as
to why contact‘with Silvia Duran would makéathe Mexican
‘}%lice suspicious[of the agent. ) The report also notes
that Ms. Duran says that she has not had contact w1th
WY ¥ (e )

the Cubans since the time of the assassination./ There
is no indication in the report as to why[LIRING/B’s ]
contact with Duran would.make the Cubans suspicious.

The CIA Mexico City Station reported this information

to Headquarters:

First that Silvia Duran had sexual intercourse

”
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with Lee Harvey Oswald on several occasions
when the latter was in Mexico is probably
new, but adds little to the Oswald case,
Second the Mexican police did not report
the extent of the Duran-Oswald relationship-
to this Station. ¥ 7¥7

’ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ*ﬁ???&r*&f%?fﬁ?.)“r;gis was not the first report

of such a relationship between Oswald and Duran. Elena

- "\A.A-i . .

Garrofreported the same information to Charles Thomas
w # 25

in 1965, |(cestosmpagpembfmigaltromegy , ) Ih

4?E£,chronology of the Mexico City investigation of Oswald
4

lggtes: "Why didn't Mexi police give us

Y Ry mopd Raced .
all info?" @RE=F2UITTOmMtYY 11\1.—'6';.'3-E

That the Mexican government did not disclose all the
i A
information in‘ﬁﬁefﬁ-possession to

/ﬁ/gggégﬁ;gaises one of two possibilities:

1) the Mexican government did not want to disclose that
. L 5 '
meenly T : . . s .
one of €heln citizens had had intimate relations with

AMmeLric e nd AU*\sart*” s

o

the assassin of John Kennedy; or
. ..
2) Silvia Duran was a Mexican penetration agent in the

Cuban Consulate and the Mexican government was protecting

. LA e e . . .
/ﬁfcjyelrglnformant by minimizing her relationship with-

e

-
L e

; .L‘ / . . BEN o,
&% K ) Oswald. ., _;;f: A PSR v SO A LR v H'V!‘If"):"l(ﬂ'c
ﬁ:__,- -W~::\7 | 2 )\ 0 f * i«.& '.7" x/f‘\; “é:.,t’,‘; L = (jr

b. The possibility that Silvia Duran was an
‘agent for either American, Mexican or Cuban
Intelligence.
Since the publication of the Warren Commission
' _Report in September 1964, critics have written about

the possibility that Silvia Duran was an intelligence
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agentefgor either the Americans, Mexicans or Cubans.

ASSLY oR Sourkct
(1) was Silvia Duran an agengvfor Mexican or

>
American intelligencegt~

In an effort to resolve this questionjthe House

o PrssassivAations ' ‘
Select CommitteeVreviewed the United States investigative
agencies' files on Silvia Duran. The Committee found

no evidence in this file review that Silvia Duran was
either an American or Mexican intelligence agent.
In addition, the Committee has interviewed most
of the Mexico City Station employees about théfpossibility.
Only David Phillips, Chief of Covert Action and t?%‘yﬁﬁjﬁéyﬁiéyw
Cuban Section in the Mexico City Station in 1965, consis ™

, » R soumC£
dered that Duran was possibly an agentY Mr. PQ%llips
3 7

stated that "at one time the %?ency pitched almost
Y X

everyone at the Cuban Embassy." (Phiitips=mToTrview,

[4

B e B S i T MEERVEV L e o S )
Vo
designatediuatianpe—to—recrure—an—individual.) Mr.

Phillips stated that he had first heard Duran's
112

- name from the[Eelephone interécegg]transcripts. ~Cifulamsmier )

But Mr. Phillips asserted that the CIA had no interest

in M?£<Duran because "She wasn't friendly with anyone."
v

(Ibid.) Mr. Phillips had previously mentioned the CIA

Mexico City Station's interest in recr%iting a former
78

Cuban Ambassador to Mexico named E%chuga. Mr. Phillips
was shown a memorandum written by W. David Slawson of

’ fr
the Warren Commission Ztaff regarding\his trip to Mexico,
Ly WARREZM
CommassyrgTo

S+AFF
mEmMBELRS
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which said:

Mr. ScotHE&Chlef of the CIA Station in Mexico
City) narrative disclosed that the CIA's action
immediately after the assassination consisted
basically of alerting all its confidential
sources of information throughout Mexico to
immediately channel all information into

their headquarters, and of compiling as

complete dossiers as possible on Oswlad and
everyone else throughout Mexico who at that

time the CIA knew had had some contact with
Oswald..,, This meant especially Silvia Duran,

who because she had previously been having an
affair with IQchuga, the former Cuban Ambassador
to Mexico and presently the Cuban representative
at the United Nations, had previously been of’

substantial interest to the CIA.... # Js¢

thiknnh?'SIawscn, T T2y et TPt ie-tdeEriraedeaated . )
Mr. Phillips. was surprlsed by this and stated that

757
"No one let me in on this operation." <+Plrédiipes

A Sy @, ) But Mr. Phillips added that

he doubted that Duran would have been pitched because
the'Stetion could not identify any of her weaknesses.

The Committee staff members then told Mr. Phillips
i 1GNP Tt
about the reportlng on file ng Duran, Erom one
e N }g@zaﬁ%ﬁ’fw e
wfbf the Statlon s penetratlon agents, LITAMIL/%jat the

(0 g2 i Tt

"..‘__nvi LT .

st oy,

“.the Cuban Embassy..’ At one p01ntILITAMIL/9| ad reported

—-r\v

[to his case offlcer]that all that would have to be
done to recruit Ms. Duran.xis to get a blonde, blue-
eyed American in bed with her:r.( | )
With this,Mr. Phillips said that it did indeed sound as

if[the Station had targeted Ms. Duran for recruitment,

that the Station's interest had been substantial/and that]
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el
7T
the weaknesses and means had been identified. -Piridddps

&

LRb @ Gl 8B pupemeiees)  Mr, Phillips pointed out,

however, that because Duran had been targ%ted did not
rl®

necessarily mean that she had been pitched. (dstsiaghe,

In addition, he stated that he had never heafd that

LY
Duran had been pitched. .(slshmidep.)

Mr. Phillips did state that he would expect that

Ms. Duran's file at the CIA would be "very thick" because

Qf all the[gélephone'intercepgglthat concerned her and

~ 7¢f
the substantial interest that the Station had in her.

(ieiré.) He stated that much of the material in her file
“Jele
should predate the assassination. f#ddé.) Mr. Phillips
stated that he would be very surprised if Ms. Duran's
. 201 file was small and contained only a few pre~aésassi—
1(\1 77 3 ﬂ : V
’ nation documents. This is in fact the case of the
/‘N 16
- Headquarters 201 file., JGdeesummd?Ty.) This Cgﬁgittee
has asked the CIA to make Ms. Duran's Mexican "P" (person-
2
ality) file available for review. The CIA informed the
Committee that there was no "P" file available on Ms,
140 .
hythere is-po-avaiibate *p"

Duran. l : i
® . X -ﬁi?'fﬁ-;-

(S OB P OIS W IO WG tedtor

Another CIA employee,[::::::::::::]who worked on

an "Oswald Task Force" in late September or early October

qf 1975,dealing with Freedom of Information act law
“ehits brought agéinst the agency concerning the files

on Lee Harvey Oswal@lstated that he believed that Ms. DuAM
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PRI
\ CIA or the Mex1cans. iﬁf. could not recall

»FBY may have been a source of information for either(the
-

why he specifically had this recollectién but thought

u\w. >

QE%FQ:t wagbdue to something he had seen in Oswald's

i file. He sald that it may have been[the Agency's.l
%attempts to protect Ms. Duran after the assassinaﬁign
and the heavy cable traffic that those attempts genéra—

.ted that led hlm to his inference that she was a source

773
of information for eltherithe Agency or the Mex1cans ]
} i

¥ l ) A (}W"’"
talf/“ﬂ w e a;k 'ﬂb ARd ¥

Desp1te[LIRING/3‘ Jberng*wa%aeémeﬁf | Ms. Duran[%y

Y

hiavcasg“vtﬁhmn”]Mr. Phillips statements, and Mr.

yhazy recollections, the Committee can not

definitely resolve whether Silvia Duran was a Mexican

or American intelligence agent or source.

”

(2) was Silvia Duran a Cuban intelligence

agent? .

In an effort to resolve this questiog}the HSCA
rev1ewed the'ynlted States investigative agencies' files
on Silvia Duran. The Committee found no evidence in the
»files that would indicate that Ms. Duran was associated
with Cuban intelligence.

In addition, the HSCA intefviewed most of the
Mexico City Staﬁion enployees aboutlthe possiblity that
Duran worked for Cuban intelligence. Only Barney Hidalgo,
a CIA officer who travelled to Mexico City in 1963,

‘ 115
considered the possibility to be likely. Mr. Hidalgo,

e e R
R AU e R R
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not /professing) to remember all the details, stated that
~ 776

he thought that Duran was a Cuban intelligence agent.’?

S e P e S L TRy A et il Beenmiegredeten, ) Hidalgo said:

At the time when this contact told me

of Silvia Duran I tied the two together,
ves, sir. I .don't know, how at that time
it was obvious to me .as an intelligence
agent that there was some connection there
but it was of no interest whatsoever to me,
I do remember that when I next saw this
contact of mine I mentioned the fact to
him and let him‘$roceed to do whatever he
wanted to. ¥ 77 -

(#ptdT) Mr. Hidalgo further stated that he never resolved

727%
the issue. ' (Fossr—gopet- )

With no corroborating evidence for Mr.»Hidalgo‘s
memory, the Committee must conclude that Silvia Duran
was probably never employed by Cuban intelligence.

B. The Cubans. -
1. Eusebio Azcue Lopez.

‘When Lee Harvey‘Oswald allegedly visited the Cuban
Consulate, Eusebio Azcue Lopez, a Cﬁbanlﬁitéazen,~was

. oS

: 771“,
the Cuban Consul. Because he had diplomatic immunity,

the Cuban government had never been asked to make him
- 9 %ge .

i avdilable for questioningf*'(ﬁfcuEthuave%eéﬂfrem*%eﬁéeu-to
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not /professing) to remember all the details, stated that
- 776

he thought that Duran was a Cuban intelligence agent.’k
i B T S e e dlelta e, ) Hidalgo said:

At the time when this contact told me

of Silvia Duran I tied the two together,
ves, sir. I don't know, how at that time
it was obvious to me as an intelligence
agent that there was some connection there
but it was of no interest whatsoever to me,
I do remember that when I next saw this
contact of mine I mentioned the fact to
him and let him‘groceed to do whatever he
wanted to. ¥ 71

(FridT) Mr. Hidalgo further stated that he never resolved

27¢
the issue. (Fhamizer—gmet. )

With no corroborating evidence for Mr. Hidalgo's
memory, the Committee must conclude that Silvia Duran
was probably never employed by Cuban intelligence.

B.lThe.Cubans. .y
1. Eusebio Azcue Lopez.

»WhenvLee Harvey Oswald allegedly visited the Cuban

Consulate, Eusebio Azcue Lopez, a Cubanlﬁif§§zen, was

1% ¢
the Cuban Consul. Because he had diplomatic immunity,

the Cuban government had never been asked to make him
7%°

i avdilable for questioningf’ (drrerrer-smreyretodmime M oS O
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The Americans remained together the entire evening
g7 g
and did not dance. When Elena tried to speak with. the-

Americans, she was "shifted" to another room by one of
x ¥o<
her cousins. (¥sid@T) The memo does not state whether

Elena had mentioned which cousin had not allowed her
to speak to the Americans.@8/0ne of Elena's cousins

told her at the time that (he or she) did not know

hY

who the Americans were except that Silvia Duran (an

employee of the Cuban Embassy and the wife of Horatio

gOﬂ F.,f’

Duran), had brought them to the party.
The day after the party, Elena and Deba saw the

three Americans on the Insurgentes, a main aVenue in
gl() R
Mexico City. (™Td++ The Garros claimed that they had

recognized Oswald's photograph'when it was published
‘[N

after the assassination. &Fbids) Silvia Duran's ar-

rest "underlined the Garros' certainty" that the man had

g A _— ___7
been Lee Harvey Oswald. ¢Hoié.) -

i
N R

- x>
i
The source of the memozwas[a/ﬁltﬂzzg\Central In-
- .

o —

/telllgence Agency asset]%nown by the cryptonyﬁ

hom the Commlttee 1dent1f1ed as June Cobb Sharp whlle

TTEIVIELI
‘recelyL#§ Bflle Accordlng to Elena, Ms.

Cobb Qas sent to her houseishortly after the assa551na—.

tion for a few days, by a mutual frlend, a Costa Rlcan
. g{'tl
wrlter ‘named Eunice Odic. (@
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— \\2/1/ —_
B2 ¥ = fandeid-B+ )  Ms. Garro asserted
that whlle at her house, Ms. Cobb expressed 1nterest '

%1 '

in the hennedy assassination. (#¥@me) One n1gh9 Elenafs

>51ster Deba, who was visiting, got drunk and told the -
gt

whole story (Heasl,, ) Claiming to be a CIA agent, Cobb

suggested that Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell their
gl

' ~" story. (Lees#.) Elena stated that when Cobb's suggestion

was rejected Cobb stated that she would arrange a meet-
) w1 €y
ing with the CIA Station Chief. <WhTSTOTSTutt Werg=the,

MESTrT LUy JCdLLUTm)' The meeting did not

occur because Ms., Cobb was asked to leave the Garro

X195
house evidently because she kicked Elena's cat. Gk,

notation on the memo says tha ) never

. APSEES
regained contact with Elena Garro d$_533T5§5§§344,-p..34,

S vl . . A
Ear it 3= Ao it @l o T T % O eyl A

The memo was not inserted in either the
gl

Elena Garro or Lee Harvey Oswald QBf (personallty) fllegLL“

: CPY
but 1n a local leftlst and Cuban prOJect flle. The Com—

mlttee learned about the memo*from hx—724l ‘a chronolo4

{?‘\ 7’(.7,\4 '
'glcal hlstory of the Oswald case prepared by #&mreGood-
. _./. y ‘?‘ ¢ ‘ < ‘ N . b" ) S et e+ e e ey

pﬁstufe for the CIA in 19%6.) The memo was found in De-
cembex, 1965 H7(See—Nx—484é7—§~—947—€§ﬂ~#721“) Stanley
¥ %— i

Watson, } Z m?‘umv YD
—— -

A marglnal notation on Wx724l

e



22|
| w3
- says, "Why was this not sent to Headgquarters?" (p. 87,
CIA $#714.) The Committee has been able to determine

that the memo was forwarded to headquarters shertly

thereafter.

'Q;October 12, 1964 CIA Memo for the Record

. Cia mexwWo Ci1Ty 5+q*\‘xom\5 .
On October 12, 1964 theVChief of Covert Action,

. wrote a memo for the record reDortlng

e
‘that Elena Garro de Paz had told shestory to Eunice
VAR
Oodio. ¥The Committee has not been able to determine

- if Elena Garro told Ms. Odio the story personally or

- ket
< if Ms. Cobb related to Ms. 0dio whet—Etem—terd—seld

I Y L 5.

H\% who relayed it to @y.

s s o @R en able

oS oot ] 1 She dee et TR M LoD O Zet = dio

or Ms. %u-ia.‘-"ﬂm_ g/68.

The story 1s not as detalled as the 10/5/64 ver-
eion. There lS ‘no mentlon of Deba Garro Guerrero Gal*

van. The story, perhaps because it is third hand, dif-
- I+ $taves *\\F\‘\"

fers from the prev1ous ‘story in two areas: 'the party

- AS 0pposLo to . AO that
was at the Cuban Embassy,\not—a% Ruben Duran' S, Elena

gﬁftno
'talked to a Cuban Embassy folClalg of herx



Z >

2
ey

cousins about the three Americans.

Attached to the memo was a note from to

I

the Chief of Station, Winston Scott, which read, "Do

you want me to send the gist of this to Headquarters?"

ale
Scott then noted that the memo should be filed. The

file indications show that the memo went into the Oswald
: ' ' w17
.//// "P" file and the Elena Garro "P" file. (Ibid.)

E{g;Lﬁovember 24, 1964 CIA Informant Report

On November 24, 1964 a Central Intelligence Agency

irot 327 |

(=t S T I L T e rerooorr—arabte- Lo

/ \
ermine e TgETT ity ——tree-hrrs—rane-dea

; ¥
[?erived from Y  =

f jle~ihe Commitéee—determimed—tirat—the-Gli-aesetts—true
{3 : Y | X-) )
?I | namer—rers—Mamret—-Ca@vit o Eivrerrirtne—shetbhenday fol-

Y

eermmedytsassasS il

.-\fikﬂﬂéﬁéenesee§ked

-]
/ R o 5 v 0 tn o it 1 treretfosmrerrree it toT LJ.LUL&:\.,L—WI'I;

T

i -SRematsU-pET TS T2 136:5 Fhomas—reReLoi—Rore—-Riorna-
; . /“ E .‘5;’ o ‘ : a "A’ . . .
s :ﬁg&&txxr@ﬂﬁﬂﬂ;@=@a@wy§&o?+ The Iﬁ%UTm&ﬁi asserted that

June Cobb was an "American Communist" who rented a room
- %31 | | e
from Elena Garro. (iemeumimomeiitnstomdeTt T I LTSy




(How) In addition, the informant. claimed that Elena hed

also told her stery to an American official at the

Embassy, who clalmed to represent the Warren Comm1551on.?31

(Fbidw) The Chief of Station noted that he had asked

‘ ¥33

to pursue the story . (et ) but there is no
\P‘L ,(,>i\a‘f’\~l"' *“!‘\,J'té ,\/L\va ‘\ 3\

1nd1cat10n that*he everwtomo&&eé-WLth thib request. g3

(

G ARRe
Lt. November 24, 1964 Elenécmeeting with Mexico City Legal

Attache @fficers

Elena and her daughter Ezgﬁ/igld their story to
 pANOVEmBER 29,1964 i
the Mexico City Legal AttacheY (The Legal Attache in

1964 was Clark Anderson.)} They recej eg the same story
' proa gAvE Yhe
previously given to June Cobb Shagp C ‘date of the

party éészézéea as September 30, October 1 or October 2,
1065%” (Fmﬁ‘) =
Jau;ﬁusm@q~fswa$&$=pw—l ) The agent who wrote the

¥ .. | o .
report « "} noted that Lee Harvey

stwald'cbuld not have been identical with the American

aliegedly observed by Mrs. Paz at the party if this party



3
/
: B

-

. g & . .
1963. (FBI.103- 825555 Report, December 11, 1964 entitled

...... N L L
Lee Harvey Oswald, p. l)“”‘-W\AMM -

Elena was questioned regarding the identity of

other persons attending the party at the Ruben Duran

home who might have been in a position to observe the
%\\\ (
three Americans. Elena stated that in the course of the

party her daughter met a yvoung man named “"Alejandro"
SN L by
at the party and danced with him. He was apparently

qulte smitten w1th the daughter and tried to call her
- M3
- on several occasions after the party. -Fbrdry—pr3)

The daughter did not take the <alls and as a result .
“Alejandro" wrote several letfers to the dauc_ﬂn:er.g\lq
-{(L-b—x:é—.—,—-p—é_)— Ms. Garro exhibited two of the letters,
as well as a business card which 1dent1f1§? the young
man as Ario Alejandro  Lavagnini Stenlusfq e w ey v e
The letter thch Ms. Garro said was the'first writ-

ten by the young man to her daughter bore the date Septem-—

ber ‘1, 1963 and the Mexico Clty Post Office oostmark &n*ﬂk
L3 A% )

' September 2, 1963. WhquMs. GarrOj@§§E§§1§EE§§§g§he

s was Powb‘\’i.c). oot Yo



commtented that the Communists probably had facilities
: macxs 847
for falsifying postbaféi ( Hostuler=)
To i ti . ' '
exprecaud JIYRILORGE Mo. Garrols story further, WHAFS
LiGAL ATIACHLIIS oFFiC L . . . ..
interviewed Ario Alejandro Lavagnini
et
Stenius on November 27, 1964. &Fbid——p—4%+) Lavagnini

recalled that there were approximately thirty people

N o345
at Rub¥n Durans party, few of whom he knew. He re-
called having met a Mexican girl who had recently rer-

. 5
turned from living fagrance; He was unable to fix the

date of the party, but felt it was porbably early in

September because of a heavy rain which occurred as they

%,§'|
were leaving the party about 2:00 a.m. (IBIGTTp——a_isd
| .. 3R . wiks .
Lavagnlnl'gegéd that no AmericansVpresent at this

14 »
S o partyj He was familiar with the physical description

of Lee Harvey Oswald because of publicity following the
assassination of President Kennedy, but otherwise had

no knowledge of him and had never seen him exc§pt for
news photographs following the assassin_a_tion. (L. ,

~p—4&T) ‘I¥vagnini was the only person interviewed by the
LLL AL Arrelhi QLectssotakwes _ '

“who attended parties at the Duran house in the Sep-
tember-October timehframe.'> _
: L

There is no indication ®n the FBI document that

this information was given to the'Central Intelligence

%34

" Agency's Mexico City Station. (Axewiew of-Glh-&iles




z2C
- g

ST T OO tahetemtiaeeaaove-, )

é; Charles Thomas' ,flrst,Meetlng w1th Elena Garro ﬂﬁere

Lee harvey Oswald is ﬁ&scussed,

On 12/10/65 Charles Thdyés, a polltlcal offlcer

at the American Embassy, wrote a me%frandum about a con-
) . g3 '
versation with Elena Garro de Paz. (CTR#586—58deyp=idit=irzq]l

Endfispiiermd2iy—ipmraldmpee@iepr=ttC= 728> ) The meeting with
&S
Elena had been about other matters but she mentioned
1)7
knowing Oswald. Thomas noted that she was reluctant
o ({i‘(
to talk but did. (Sebdex)

Elena's story reported here is the same as that

given in the[ memo dated 10/5/64, but with ‘ .

ks ' more details. She said that General Jose Jesus Clark

Flores (a friend -of Ruben Duran's], Silvia Duran,
EM\\\O C.O- (‘\r@t\\\A

Eusebio Azcue, (a pro-Communist writer-friend of the

Durang), and a Latin American Negro man with red hair

ZS (e

(unldentlfled) were at the party. A marginal comment

by this entry in WX-7241 says, "How did Elena know
glo ‘
about a red halred Negro°" Elena also told lhomas

'that she had later- learned that Sllv1a Duran had  been
o el
"Oswald's mistress while he was there.” YA note by thlS

l‘entry in WX 7241 ‘says, "How dld Elena Garro know about

+lv$"-"
SlVlla belng the mlstress of Oswald°? ThlS is 1965. ?
~ The Mexico City Statlon did notvhear about the Oswald-

Duran "affair" until July 1967 when[aCl_A}éset, LIRING/3, ]
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Elena told Thomas that she and her daughter had

gone‘to the Cuban Embassy on November 23, 1963 and

shouted "Assassins" and other insults at the Embassy em-—
gLy
ployees. = { \ e - - =D 1,

A0

Cfﬁ:ﬁeqwﬁiﬂ) That ‘same day,a friend, Manuel Calvillo, whom thz

Gaceo' > +hought
to oz -7 an official in the Gobernacion, took her and her daugh-

eSS
ter to a small hotel in the center of Mexico City. Ebidw)
& aln o Elsmin & ACCo arack g e davghroe
"keptVthere for e;ght days under the pretext et
SR a2 b SES. v Cowrer o

that they were in danger? (&wiftT) Elena clalmed Eﬁ%e—

| Ly
e \ﬁéve told Calvillo -
. Auvthocitics At +kf/ U, s,
wantsd+otdltto the AmericanVEmbassyf 45%@6»)7fCa1v1llo dlssuaded

her by telling her that the American Embassy was full

Ly
of Communlst spies. {&ptd.) Elena said that some of

the other people who had been at the party were taken
to Veracruz where they were "protected" by Governor

S U
Lopez Arias. (Foade;

allegasssori.) She said that Ruben Duran, reportedly
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wEC

"protected"” by General Clark Flores, was very prosper-—

, % 7o
ous and was driving a big car. «ETRmmllGGuespggm—gfmiid] ,
- ETTY ater—a bt gyt fredi@nd=s-/) Elena also claimed

that Ruben Duran told her months after the assassination

that he was not really a Communist and that killing Ken-
. Ly -
nedy had been a mistake. (¥Es: e /Hpuse SeTect Copmc)

ltte - assi_na 10ns has t/begen Able/to determind

g,_,. |
:Ln. &--’-‘» deda p-er ettt fopsac T s o e

ALt . ) ﬁZE§§E§§§§§%iRuben Duran claimed he had
no geason to tell Elené that killing Kennedy had been a

gL
mlstake since he had no involvement. -Gf—* ' f}

oke t¢ Elena\aPout thevadsassi

Charles Thomas circulated a copy of his memorandum
concerning Elena's allegations in the American Embassy
including the Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico City
Station tb aid them in their investigation of the Jchn

| U & 5 o
F. Kennedy assassination. (Fhe-House Selest—ommrttte

|
egivaa—the—copy—orthe T homars—ReRoraRSiifmpidaE—tc~Pecamn-

b1 t2 5yl 9B i tTOc TR B LA G—it i —Fere—CarroT ST

begterwr) - The COS wrote a note on the memo: "What an ima- .

' <Y

glnatlon she hasl?l Should we 'send to Peadquarters’“ '
. e vAg

The Officer replied:, "Suggest sendlng There have

* been stories afbund town about all this, and Thomas is



2
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N
b

229

not the only person she has talked to...If memory

serves me, didn't refer to Oswald and the

-

y & €7>
local leftists and Cubans in one of{her}squibs?" Ay=r2ay

RS ok e oS5t o—C5E )

The Mexico City Station caldled the information in

Thomas ' 12/10/65 memorandum of conversationéyfo CIA

<)o .
Headquarters: (Gabia=deom=Menscor=CGipy-—to-the-Pirector,
HEXT—S62 1T date gut oty copy mGiA-Nos+—584=585) .

The cable reported that Elena's story would be checked

with[LICHANT/la against the productlon[%rom the Cuban
‘ ' ¥17

surveillance operation}"and other sources." SfEigfds)
J

Winston Scott wrote, next to the routing indications on

the cable, "Please ask Charles Thomas if he'll 'follow

§ 7%
up.' Get questions from Anng(Laiz;aquacmﬁaﬁﬁnﬁ&ﬂ.
¥19
Please let's discuss. Thanks." (T&=k8)

After the December 10 memorandum of conversationsy/
Winston Scott (Chﬁﬂi#ﬁ%&%zon) and Nathan Ferris (Sﬁaaassor

called
3% _
Charles Thomas for a meeting._‘They asked him to get
gE>
a more detailed account of Ms. Garro's story. At this

-meetlng/WLnston Scott made it clear that th%gBI had full

responsiflllty for any further 1nvest1gatlon in the Oswald
43

case. (Sﬁaée—eeaﬂp#ﬁﬁnt;;&eeGEEw%rom-Gba%La&H¥hemas

tDiﬁ;S%&amr??=ﬁegers7<ﬁu&y-ﬂ§: B O - a7 S NS |



.éé Charles Thomas' Meeting with Elena Garro cn December 25,

1965

Thomas met with Elena again on Decmeber 25, 1965.

D'\)Thatdatel he wrote a memorandum of conversation

S

which provided a much more detailed restatement of Ms.

s S
Garro S alleged encounter with Lee Harvey Oswald. €&

Elena admitted that she had spokento two men at

\ g6
P 7] the Embassy, "presumably from the Legal Attache' s Offlce,A .n_‘”
4~ v -
A A . )é
\Ngﬁru% (";l”ﬂ'q Fhe meeueSEEUtcufsed-en-Novembe£—84r-&964 See ST
supra, p. ) Elena said that she did not tell them

the complete story because "the Embassy officers did not

give much credence to anything she and Elenita said." 57
(EFr NUST—58H—5831 W24 TPt Ty b2 Lypprr—§ 2oy F R 7S )
7 She stated that the party had been at Ruben Duran's
%&
‘hone. thId“T' She was unclear about the date of the
g¥1 $hi Hrovednt
party. (FHoid.) It few days before the Soviet As-

thk)n
tronaut, Gagarin, v151ted Mexico; she thought that this

' "Eos
would put the party around September 2 or 3, 1963. i-Gr )
She belleved that the party was on a Monday or Tuesday
because it was an odd nlght for a party (f*brr¥.) Elena

could not check her calendar to refresh her memory at

:the time of\Q%E interview because the calendar was in a
gL
desk that had been stored away. #51d.)



A

During the conversation,Elena described Oswald
y ¥73 - o
and his companions. «FHsid.) The man who she thought
» , VG B
was Oswald wore a black sweater. &o¥d.) She said he
<47
(Hoede.) One

| was quiﬁ%J"and stared a lot at the floor."
| of‘his companions "was very tail and slender aﬁd had
long blond hair and a rathef long-protruding chin.™” ?ﬁp
+§b&d—) Thaéﬁher companion was also tall, with short,
light browﬁ hair and no distinguishing characteristics.qs‘c’7
(%odd-.) The three Americans did not dance or mix with
thé other guésts.%w&bid.) Elena saw the same three
men on the street the next daymgjlﬁfa.)
Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacio
Dufan, Silvia Duran, Lydia Duran, Deba Guerrero, General
Ctérk Flores and his mistress, a doctor from Dalinde
Hoépital, a youné American coupie who were honeymooning
in Mexico, and several other people were at the party.ﬁUQ
—tFoie.) She said that Ricardo Guerra, whom she claimed

converted Horatio Duran to Communism, and his wife,

sarpio Castellanos, were supposed to be at theAparty
ut did n0t~attendﬁ o, ) -
Elena alleged that the red-haired man and Emilio

Carballido were not at the party that Oswald attended

but at another pérty where Carballido and Azcue got into

L P\\,L
a heated argument about President Kennedy. Futd.) "They

Lo

v s i 4 R

IS

A

\C/v

S0

e T
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came to the concBu51on that the only solution was to
{krrorcd

. ooV, qedt ’
kill hlm."q(Ibld.) Elena was not clear on whether this

Y

party was before er,after the party where she met Oswald.

+his A . :
tnuﬁut) Eusebio Azcue stated that ‘ehe conversation Gid-

Jymﬁa occuraio,q

Elena reiterated that the incident at the Cuban

Embassy, where she and her daughter shouted "Assassins,”

etc. at the Embassy employees, occurred on November 23

907 : :
at or about 3:00 p.m. -Feid=) Elena and Elenita were

driven to the Cuban Embassy by Elena's brother who was
vwﬂ | embarrassed by their behavior.O%IﬁTd.) This occurred
before they had seen photographs of Oswald.ﬁzébidi)

Ms.: Garro claimed that later in the day she and
Elenita were visited by Manuel Calvillo who tﬁ;ld them
that they were in serious danger from the Communists
and that he would take them to a small hotel, where they
would be safefAfor a few days.ailbr& ) Elena said she

trusted and belleved Calv1llo because he was a known

41\
undercover agent for the Mexico Government. {Ieids)
He was - also a frlend of Noe Palomares &the—%tﬁtster‘ﬁf

€ q13
}mmrgratrcn) and President Gustavo D1a7 Crdaz. =ftlrits)
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Calvillo also told Elena and her daughter that Silvia
qif -
\ Duran had been arrested. (Eead.)  Duran's arrest was
% mi- thaat tinez @S KVO

not public information‘b&fNevembef—2%T—}96}x\ '
Elena could not remember the name of the hotel

‘so that same day  (12/25/65) she took.Thomas to the sec-

atl
tion of Mexico City where she thought it was. +Fbed ).
. L he Hoﬁi\ Nermorot
They found the hotel?qwibéd.) Elena said that she as-
sumed that Calvillo had registered them as relatives or
From Sam Luis Potas :

friendszh§$b§&=) They stayed at the hotel until the fol-

A

lowing Friday, November 30, 1963, hardly.leaving their

.19
rooms. (IoidTi- ST TEanttoche—Reports—pr £er
| BT Ima LR . )

Elena claimed that while she and Elenita were at

”the hotel they saw the photos of Oswald and realized

q 2°
- that he had been the man at Ruben Duran's party. -FHrid.)

When Calvillo visited them at the hotel, Elena told him
hie stoey y which she relatked 45 Calnllo,
that she wanted to report \# to the American Embassye

' Say R
‘however,\ Calvilloldissuaded her by e that the Ameri-
qtl

can Embassy was full of Communists. (#s+d+) Elena stated

. . ) R [ ouse 71‘(
that when she returned home, guards were posted outsidel :

vestigation of Elena Garro's allegations.) o

Elené'allegéd that after she‘returned_home she saw

her sister, Deba Guerrera, who had independently come to
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- \ﬁ?’ {

+hat L1t Heouty QS‘*’"‘(A L\‘\OL bzxm At Robzm

ﬁfj\ o . O DURAM IS PARTY, -39
the - conclusion. Deba was "terrified" because

approximately two months after the assassination two

Communlsts" personally warned her never to reveal
_ } 424
that she had been to a party with Oswald. <¥btd.) Deba,

consequently, would not accompany Elena to the Ameri-

&
can Embassy to tell her story on November 24, l964.ﬁ s

(Fria)
Elena stated that it was "common knowledge®" that
q1t =

SllVla had been Oswald's mlstress. N5 -Gmms B -

WXTIL&L, sy oy ﬁ'fﬂ?mtlﬁ“*ﬂlﬁe)' When asked who

could verify the allegatlon}she could only remember

! q17
one person who had told her this. (¥¥8T) Elena claimed
9% ,
that person was Victor Rico Galan, a "pro-Castro jour-
' 921 ' : :
nalist." (IbT®.) Fretor—Rico-edapeig-doat~ThHe-Con-

‘S ij>Subseqv.;1ent to December 25, 1965,ﬁbﬁﬁ%ﬁéﬁnﬁﬁﬂbﬁi}fﬂﬂ_
v v‘ é v » AElenaﬂﬁgéggound her ca-
_ o _ ‘1e%aat.endA reconstructed the date of the party as
phar o s S

T et et P N L4 A e s T
% L G P Py Sy i :::-’ 0. : ', :
a4 : , f L {
) oo e o L. T Y. s .
“-"f"‘« R [ONES e Lt s, jc_\“< il V\A'O’ 5
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922
‘late September and not early SeptemberT  (EEA-MOST580-
~58 3B T, BN LTy T AT P42 —@5A-t119.) When Tho-

:mas went to Ferris' office and informed him, Ferris re-
plied that Elena had given the late September date when
she had originally reported her story at the American
Embassyj7$aFBI Report, 9/30/69, pp. 3-4, JFK Doc. No. )
However, Mr. Ferris explained to Thomas that soﬁeone who
had been at the twist party had stated that there were ne
Americans_there.ﬁzgiﬁiaf) Mr. Ferris did not tell Mr.
Thomas that Ario Alejandro Lavagnini Stenius {esst=—int-
had provided this information in 1964. 23

S Ui ) Mr. Ferris suggested that it was not
necessary for Thomas to pursue Elena's allegations since
he con51dered the Oswald case closed and had heard all

' EL
P the rumors before. (PB%—ﬁep0&hﬂ:ﬂ#ﬁﬁ#@@?”pp"ﬂaﬂﬁyﬂJEK

D@y )

G '
Tw : V
\ﬁm&%&a@%ﬁgggaf%ment.forwarded (the same day) a
Copy of the\ShAEiés,Ihgmas memorandum to the Central In-

telligence Agency's Mex1co City Station to aid in thetr -/
o 1nvestlgatlon of the John F. Kennedy assa551natlon Q35'

On the flrst page of the memorandum of conversatloq,

.Wlnston Scott wrote, "Shouldn t we send to Headguarters?"

%omeone reﬁpnded "Of course." (caA-xeef—see—seaf—wx—994&7-_
. ‘?5Z é '
Enbfy~#4$lrﬁ&réﬁk—+ﬂﬁb%ﬁﬂihq +{ﬁﬁ+“

e s € ' “_‘_,__17-};—‘,,!“—,
The eewmse wiwwe
1, 4Tawm1——“*ﬁ
S ‘Dmi""’ iy ‘q‘f W f { f
fﬁ? “ h 4 Luaeld colie
- Lalls wiaqg op O
thot timem F o wed 1

ru'”‘

f‘f'(+'")
.(L( ra‘-r"*s_ ‘?37
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“7Ixmmmmer 27, 1965 Legal Attache Memo to the United States

‘Ambassador re Elena Garro

On December 27, '1965 Nathan Ferrls wrote a memo
to the Ambassador reporting that Elena and her daughter
were interviewed on 17 and 24 November 1964 by the Legal

3%
Attache's office in Mexico City. Riemo—t o TR Anbessedor

“acd 7 i =, ll

Enfry 429 CIA—342Ty The memo recorded that
Elena and her daughter had furnished information simi-
lar to the informéggafeported in Thomas' 12/10/65 memo.qs?
(#8TTT) The memo further stated,

"Inguiries conducted at that time (Novem-

ber 1964), however, failed to Subsfantiate

the allegations made by Mrs. Garro de Paz

and her daﬁghter. In view of the fact that

Mrs. Garro de Paz' allegations have been pre-

viously checked out without substantiation,

no further action is being taken concerning‘

her receﬁt repetition of those alleéations.?*o

--‘The'Legal Attache forwafded a copyeof'the memoran-—

dum to tﬁ. Central Intelligence Agency's_Mexicb City

.o a4
'Statlon( (?ne—ﬁcnse—3ETEC*-eemmgttee—has—&eéerm1ned

t}"‘l‘ B2 eis ;L,UU_Y WS _l_Uz.waLucu pllOr tO 12/29/3{ %e\\



G%—c—l_mg_. Sl RS wircir-regtcanr wWesend. in

f sgamhewhogaTEirrache ™ T/ 27765 Tt ariF-br-Bagmii 7241

Efewapmd 70T P93 CTA 72T T T Cabte—i Scott

) ;.nu.a«+'s tiem (el
; L.V\.(L Cag imbritaati=g Corre's ;&. .’
waret i1smlisseqa wdas b b, = - A Lrwte

LicHANT 4 6"(:1"«"
A cable written by Anne Goodpasture on December - i-
29, 1965 reporting the Legat interview with Elena and
the Legat Offlce s failure to substantlate Elena's story
142
was sent to Headquarters. Hmamrﬂﬁxmrﬁexrto—ttty*to~the

DT!EE?E’"‘I?7797FS"MEX1 5T4L, CLA #5/5; WX T24iEnery
%A3QT—Pv‘&iL*glA_#13%.) The cable promised to keep

Headquarters advised if any further information mexe «v~J

Ity
to developap(ng&-)

WX-7241 explained this in a marginal comment, "This

docﬁment by[ lwas not in (Oswald's file), but

was copled from {(a project file) and attached to MEXI
N ;
5741, 29 Dec. 65." (Fbtad™T)

‘A note. stapled to thlS cable by étated,

& P

"I don t know what FBI did in November 196 , but the

Garros have been talking about this for a long time
4 q‘*ﬁ.ﬂ

_Egkﬂ, and she is said to be extremely bright." Anne Goodpasture

ot | ~
[ 10/5/64 memo is attached tc the 12/29/65 emoli.(bd,



4
R¥:x

wrote that the FBI had found Elena's allegations un-

substantiated but that "we will try to confirm or

gv &

refute Ms. Garro de Paz s information and follow up ‘*5J)

al?
Win Scott wrote, "She is also 'nuts.'" 514., CEE=¥§7@)

4 CIA.lhvestlgatlon of Elena' sléilegatlon that She freated

5 eXiAe
.4 zisturbance at thelzﬁgan Ehbassy on November 23, 1963

On February 3, 1966)Ann§ Goodpasture forwarded
Thomas' December 25, 1965 memo to the Cuban section at

the Mexico City Station with an attached note asking

J-Ly {erho=

tkem to check whether Elena was "seen creating such a

disturbance as they claimed in front of the Cuban Em-—
L 9{°.M.,»-‘””" R —
N (It is apparent that the Mexico City Statlon was\\

3

pting to either refute or corroborate some of Elena,~”

== R

4
\ Garro's allegations.) (Ne%e—from—ﬁnne“eco&pas%uxE;ip

e e o T

|

1] ; L] o S & il g Falk i SR, | il 0 Y Ealddanmad e adiond Tt V; Wa e
S By e Can Ll s A A e g ] LARP2Y FETTLTT I LY T Ly
H .

PTG R 2TT)
:

One Cuban section officer responded, "No bells
ring With me.f Another one wrote, "Me neitaer."4 The
45 .
| thlrd offlcer wrote; "No pictures. either.” G%bid')
@There 1s no 1ndlcatlon that{the penetratlon agents]ln qgi
' the Cuban EmbaSSJJwere querled about Elena's allegation. (4@0
Eb!&h-'fﬁat there are noﬁ pictures is reaSOnsable since

.,_Elena claimed that the event happened: 1) on a Saturday



- }g Attache forwarded a copy of thlS memo to the Central In~

237
~ g -

at 3:00 p.m. when the Cuban Embassy was not normally
. 95 L SLC¥ioro IX, A, 3, ABovL,

photographically surveilled; and 2) the "disturbance"
:occufred inside the Cuban compouﬁd. HSCA Examination
of the CIA Cuban Embassy photographlc survelllance

i 454
.showed no surveillance on 11/23/63. (E&ﬁﬂﬂfé&ed—Sum

Jma-ry--crf"'S'tzrf'f"R'éV’i‘é’W’"?S‘f—CTH—DU'cumeﬁts—,—-e-nda%eé—-—p—-—3 .
%nmr#qaﬁ y Jhe C x1 ﬁﬂuaL Hete  Coshot 3«LLL3~A¢

,C,«\/‘M,
Qj,‘,(,.z M P Fheo Wjé(
s . W‘, W

q Legal Attache 2/23/66 Memo to the United States Anbassador

Regardlng Elena Garro's Allegatlons

On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the
Ambassador reporting that,"exteﬁsive investigation"
failed to disclose that Oswald had traveled to Mexico
prior te Septeﬁber 26, 1963 and that no information had
de%eloped that would show that he had not been in New

) Qg
Orleans in the early part of that month. (MermTrTom Legat

pquS,_GIA—#4%% }  The memo reiterated that no further
actlon was being taken by the FBI because Elena's alle- -

i w{[, Hiorr st
/,gatlons had not been subs tiated. 4&bf6 ) The Legal

7~
telllgence Agency s Mexico City Station (The"ﬁunse Sef

. e . _ - re to
detexmine—when“the—cUpy—wag”fﬁfWardedftp—the~CiAﬂ) A

ﬂk'aﬂ and llaq,c&’

mafginal comment made b AHﬁE‘GGOép&SfUre neAt to thls

entry ‘in WX-7241 says, "How can it be ascertained that




0
N

Oswald did not travel to Mexico prior to early Septem-

ber 1963? There must be some basis for Elena's report-
as¥ - : . |
ing." (Fhid=s—referenced—to—Phomasys 12725765 memoT)

D Legal Attache Memo to Winston Scott re Elena's Allega-

tion that She Had Stayed at the Hotel Vermont from the

Day After the Assassination until November 30, 1963

A . On 10/13/66/the-Legal Attache wrote a memo to
WIRY 3o T :
the reporting that a reliable confidential in-

formant had reported that the records of the Hotel Ver-
: e,
mont disclosed that“"Elena Paz, housewife from San Iuis

' Potosi," had registered at the Hotel Vermont on Novem-
7 qf‘? ' o - 949
ber 23, 1963. She left on Novemberigb, 1963. (r/Emm

’ — A

from-egat—tu~Winston Scott, 10/13766, CTIE NOT564;

WX=T244

Eatry—itdebs—p—d8, CIA $725; Thomas' 7/13/66
memo. ) }The House Select Committee on Assassinations

as been unable to determine why the Central Intelli-

~gence Agency.and the Federal Bureau of Investigatiohs-
waited until 1966 to:investigate this. aspect of Elena's
story.3. ‘The memo.said,AﬁThe above individual_maY‘or.

: : b oadt
may not be identifical with Elena Garro de Paz. FbtdT)

. ) sk
Charles Thomas' 12/25/65 memo CQT;ULUIaLEb chui;;D_

GArTol S presereewattho Intel Jesmemt. It—STates, "She

and her daughﬁer-did not persdnally register at the T‘



hotel. She thinks Calvillo registered them as rela-

. . S
tives or friends of his from San Luis Postosi." éewo

Gfipuuvcrvubluu Dy’LnarIES THOMS S, 2725 7/65,—pr—3a

CIAn-4#582%) The entry for the 10/13/66 Legat memo in

WX-7241 bore the notation, "This is wﬁa£ Elena claimed
| and no one would believe her." WX=72¢I7Ertry—#466,
s = - Y

‘\ Charles Thomas' September 30, 1969 Letter to State Depart-

‘ment and Legal Attache's Response

No further report on Elena'’s story was dgenergted :
?o,: THe Unibed States

until 1969 when Charles Thomas was "selected outg"V {diee Fo1eqm
g SgeNics,

e £ o S g e 7 T L L . s e e d

‘ - %o—a—héghee—gEQQQY) At that time, he wrote a memorandum

to the Secretary of State which included a cover letter
stating, "Since I was the Embassy Officer in Mexico
who'acquiréd this intelligence'information, I feel a re-

'SpOHSlblllty for seelng 1t through to its flnal evalua—'
qey

,tlon. (Stﬁf DepartmenL. Le@aes_ixam_ﬂﬁéiigz__lggas

EMMQELb, DELLELGL] oF Sbuuc, Foty—25y 1969)

Charles Thomas -memorandum stated that "he got no

reaction from Nathan Ferris and Winston Scott" regarding



S
| aut -
1965. (Bdalc Departmenty”

hisimemorandum of December 25, .
Letter—from-Charles THOMES to—iidliai RO teti—taeweta 'y
" 1n addition, Thomas wrote

that the only person to speak to him about the Decem-
qel
1965 memorandum, Clarence Boonstra (Beputy'ehief

ber: 25,

P

e e
« o
Y .

2¢%

(iR f—trrrestryetdiedn) told him that Oswald had not been
in Mexico on the date given for the party. (E=md)

Ned

that even when he reitergated that Elena had not changed

her story but rather that she had now given a more s deta

cuwsadec account, Boonstra stated that the date was wrong
449
and dismissed the entire affair. TITTbids)

One of the Mexico City Legat Officers, Nathan Ferris,
asserted

letter and memorandum,

'in reply to Thomas

that ﬁémaé Fice :
office had been adv1sed by memoranda dated Decem—
1960 that 51nce Elena - :

Thomas
1965 and February 23

ber_27'

Garro E allegatlons haa prev1ously been 1nvestlgated

/ w1thout substantlatlon, no further actlon was being taken
, 910

concernlng ‘her recent repet;tlon of those allegatlons.
J S— In




45
v - QA/—
ti€fr report, the Legat's Office concluded that either
the Counselor for Political Affairs did not route the
menorahda to Charles Thomas or that Thomas did not re-
51

call receiving them. 43FH>rd

Thomas wrote that when he went to Nathan Ferris®
office to inform him that Elena had found her calendar
and had reconstructed the date of the party as late

September ' Ferris replied that Elena had given the

‘late September date when she had originally reported

her story at the American»Embassy?1lkStaee—gepafémenti
RIN=E =R o O s £ 2 o e e o on oty RogersT bcbret“xy
—otGEaterT—Jiutimdby—1+969y Thomas noted that Ferris
R explained that someone who had been at the party had
..... P f&iﬂ)ﬁ+*émaﬁﬂﬁi (473}

stated that there had not been any AmericansY (¥ )

omastS
\\\11“Lwrote that he had assumed that Elena could have clear-

ly been mistaken about the identity of the Amerlcan
she saw there, but never doubted that she had seen
some Americans. f;%ééﬂ) Thomas wrote that Ferris had
suggested that it was not necessary for Thomas to pursue
" the matter. 51nce he con51dered the Os¥ald case closed
and had heard all the rumors beforeqjéibfﬂf)
The Legal$€%§é§%€; reply to Tnomas‘ meho stated

that Mr. Ferris had not told Thomas that someone whO'was

at the party had stated that there had not been any Ameri-

Qi .
cans present. (FBFReport—9/397%9, P %, JFK Doc. NoT—™ )
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The Legal Attache's memo asserted that Thomas had.

beén told that it _would not be necessary for him to
pursue the matter ahy further since Elena‘'s story had.
been investigated previously without being substantiated.q-Tﬂ
573 In addition, the memo stated that Thomas had

been told that Elena's story was considered a closed

7Y%

issue, not that the Oswald case was closed. (Ibid=) .

Y

‘:ZbHousé'Select Committee on Assassination's Investigation

of Elena Garro's Allegations

The House Select Committee on Assassinations in-

vestigated Elena Garro's story both through file reviews

£
!

’[‘\ and personal interviews. The Committee requested and

g e

Y reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State Department's files,
4 e e
Vo o

ﬂ”ﬁh&.mﬂgﬁé&&blaf on Elena Garro de Paz, Elenita Garro de

—

T |
“ Paz, Manuel Calvillo, Noe W. Palomares, June Cobb Sharp,

d 3 ‘, 4

Victor Rico Galan, Eunice 0Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia

Duran, Ruben Duran, Betty Serratos, Horatio Duran, Eusebio

Azcué, and Emilio Carballido. Only the Elena Garro de

| Paz file contained information on her allegations. Though

all fhé names listed above played a'rolg in ﬁlena Garro
de éézf‘story, nétroﬁe of their files included a refer—-
ence‘tovElena Garro de Paz.

Furthermore, the Héusé Select Committee on Assassina-

tions requésted and reviewed the Central Intelligence



Agency's

andl lflles._ Once again, not one of the files

included a mention of Elena Garro's allegations. The

House Select Committee bh Assassinations learned that

’ - - = 374 :
%JV ,was|June Cobb Sharfjﬁﬁo first reported toj
J (fﬁé CIA Elena's allegatieEZI/TEGEra; p. 4.) The Commit=-

' tee also learned thatl was]Manuel Calvillo

who had hidden Elena Garro' and her daughter in a hotel

_ g0
{}\ the day following the assassination. (SupraTs ;r 13T)

He also told Elena that Silvia Duran had been arrested
_ o
before this fact had become public knowledge. {¢Hedd™y

Since a file review was inconclusive, the Com-
d Lew Deven | thratio
mittee deexded—e0o arrange®interviews in Mexico with Lebe /
pERr D‘lr&r é‘tﬂ‘ and Eleaiis Couero
Silvia Duran, Lynn Duran, Emilio Carbillido and Betty

YT . .
Serratosﬁ The Mexican Government informed the House

4

e

gelect Committee on Assassinations that Elena and Elenita

;- Garro disappeared in 1968 during t@e student uprisings
s |
and have never returned to Mexico. The officials stated

98¢
that Elena and her daugnter rmight be in Spain. (S

Mex&ee—e&twa*eccdﬂra&~ﬂr&ée—up~*§;9 1. ) The Mexlcan

government reported that Emlllo\Qérballldo could not be

9¢¥

found. ¢Ferid ) The others were interviewed between
' ‘ kL ' ‘
June 1 and June 6, 1978. £FH1d:)
Betty Serratos, Lydia Duran, Ruben Duran and

Horatio Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing



Lz

tyoe and therefore did not attend any of the twist

9%7
parties at the Duran homes.

e ol S n Iy
‘D‘;Guxu\jllb paal - HSGA uWn\-CLIL L\IU. N Rl »'xlu%

T T Ul NavarToy w7/5-—/q.cz C-“?_5,

_ T B e YT =Ry === Jhen Sivlia Duran was asked
if Elena or Elenita Garro ever attended twist parties

at the Duran homes, she recalled Elena attending one

twist party at Ruben's home in 1963 Whea the Garros
q¢Y
returned to Mexico from France. fﬁSCE‘St&@é—inﬁervTew
o - 2 ¥ 3 r ; ent
Ao ~~—} All the Durans denied that Lee Harvey Oswald
; . 981
had attended any party at one of their homes. (String

cites.)
The Committee next asked the Central Intelligence
Agency to arrange @@@ﬁfﬁ?mterviews with I(Manuel

Calvilio), (June Cobb)a &&ong—#éth—u—}ése-ef
e#hnazzsaﬁﬁs who may have had 1nformatlon related to Lee

gy T e ] : o

‘ Harvey Oswald's trlp to Mexico City. (e ~ ‘ A 4}

The Central Intelllgence Agency decllned to aid the Com-

L
mlttee la"hls aspect of the 1nvest1gatlon. ﬁﬂr}fqlﬁﬁﬂ
o o

The Commltee returned to Mexico Clty and attempted
,",- ﬁ‘L

:/’ to locate June Cobb Sharp and Manuel Clelllovo"ng%:Pfe

ettt Cihn . ) TFRe/ ResOLES\ OF the
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r;(p\The Mexican government told the Commit-

tee that June Cobb Sharp received a tourist

P” permit, oumber 72781, on June 27, 1947 when
she entered Mexico through Nuevo Lardeo.

N
Sg She asked, but was denied, permission to re-

,N\ present the magazine, Modern Mexico. On
}s, June 21, 1948, she received a courtesy per-

Pit' number 25556. Furthermore, the Mexi-~

D
(:lcan government explained that she disappeared
99>

in 1954 and never returned to Mex1co. (See

JRx9oeéunal—Wa&teay—@§e§—%—ﬁex100~eﬂty )
<41 The Committee believes‘Ehe£ﬁ£}§cﬁ)§ﬁ5§&bﬁ&1¢¥v§L‘_

that this information is incorrect. [According to Ms.

Cobb's CIA file,she worked for the agency as an asset

/
in Mex1co from 1961 through 1966} Uﬁﬁ¥48%RF*—-i96§
&uné—@ebb—é&la__zal— ) Elena also stated that

a9y

Ms. Cobb resided at her home in 1964. {Sepme—p.

g1 The Mexican government told the Committee

that Manuel CalVlllO dld not live at Cuohtemoc-

/-

agent~1n—charge had spoken to the superlntendant

at the apartments at wnlch Lamuel Calvillo was
’ N R «{'/r SV ’/
belleved to reside, fthe superlntenaent who had

O 't :Em Oz |

worked at the apartmtnts for twenty-five years,

'877 5 as the Commlttee had informed tﬁe&- Their<7ﬁi



Al

4
v 4*9’ -
\5’?
°
\.)

sagi:d that no Manuel Calvillo had ever re-

pe——

sided there. When Committee staffers gave the

!
3 . : - _ .
Q Mexican government Calvillo's pen name, the

94¢

Mexicans gave the same answers.

(e ProTEhur a—Hrite—Mextoo—City—Trip-2. )
beligwey™ HhefMlere 15 o pesslaldy -

,‘ The Committee Ts--e-er-t-am that Mr. Calvillo llved at this

address s:ane it acquired the address from a recent CIA
| 9?

document. (W%—M&me&—eamle,

201=" : )

The Committee believes that there is a poss:.blllty
e U5 Geutt mgeadt Te gucsted 'H-<. Mtlic e Ruicrnetiat

that Meﬁ&m—geaemﬂent—m—ee&efs—from tJm»
trat-lntetrrgeoe-RTeney to refrain from aiding the Com-

71 .
mittee with this aspect of its work. (See Procedural Write-
F a0 ssetioo il C thow‘5

up Trip 2 Mex:Lco City7)

The Committee made every attempt possible to locate

' £
Elena. On July 7, 1978 \-ar/LCommittee ‘%}’telephoned

IV GPIRLD Elgoa's
her publlsher Mor“im,z, in Mexico City and ‘asked about ‘her

ﬂ'ﬂ .
whereabouts. (H6628tall Contacs o NN AT VA aram o O S N T

M) The publisher stated that Ms. Garro -

ST

“was living in the Hotel S.A.C.E. in Madrid, Spain. {isisees. )

- | : 2RAC.E.
The Committee @telephdned the HotelVin Spain and
spoke to‘ the manager who told hinm that Ms. Garro had
10°

moved. MW‘ )v Wmm-—qﬁ%

. : He
JEL~Bocumerrt o r— <) On July 14, 1978 a Committee




./(_'

24T

called her publisher agaln and was told to con-

faed
tact the Mexican Embassy in Madrid, Spain.- HSEA—Stef f

Centasct Pépnrf- 1414478 — JEK Docyment No 0950 ) Thé
publisher stated that all Elena's payments were sent

there because she did not even trust her publisher.
o003

with her address. {E==iEte)

The Committee @called the Mexican Embassy

in Madrid, Spain and spoke to Adolfo Padilla, a Mexican
employee of the Embassy who stated that when Elena hﬁJ\

visited the Embassy a couple of weeks before to pick

. Y]
57 Osg\-\*‘u*f/ sue
up a check she\}e&z’e%c financially oor.

T3 I o N o W N B W ) & -
Cunuuut-“\f;f‘"*‘, s e v b o AN DG 1048 816155 0 g tams s 4o } He

stated that when he asked Elena her new address she de-

clined to give one, stating that she would return every '
.
12¢

few weeks to pick up checks and mail. (Fbid=r 'I‘he Com-

mittee gave Padilla a telephone number and a message
joot
asking Elena to telephone the Committee collect. (FHoidr

On September 5, 1978 Elena Garro called the Com-

- jooT I+ wrs

mittee.@@@?/ When %ﬁmxplained that the Com-

mittee wished to talk to her in person and would pay
6 g \XN!‘\“DA $-\—f-\‘\'£S
both her daughter S and her travel from Spain¥ Ms. Garro
. J AR RS whal \v
asked why she should belleve the ‘kigg:ﬁ:}\?—er. was Who

jeo Y _ :
. £ y4
claimed to be. HSEA~Steff—COMTtaTt REPOTtS iy 5/ T KL

. MM\%&
ReevmertoT ) The"sdza—:.—ﬁe-r asked Ms. Garro to call

: o Tt .
back collect 1in the next few days when ‘he could explain



— %L‘a

i -
£o her when and wher® she could receive a Committee let-

" ter dellneatlng why - the Committee w1shed to 1nterv1ew

1007
her. <Fbord— _The Committee wrote the letter and made

A arrengements with the State-Department for-a letter to
( .
be hand-delivered to Elena at the American Embassy in
' joi® ' : ’
Spain.

| , .
L
Reposyr=375718JF K DUTunreTr =N o= )

On September 7, 1978, Elena Garro called the Commit-

ol

tee;EEEiEEgkend asked when the letter would arrive.

HrsCr-Strif=—Consagi—Rerep =t g R DoT =TT NoT

)
] s\hg.
The Committee EEEfEEﬁ explained that “the-letter could

Pick up thy lottzc
\$X>£ﬁ%§£% on Monday, September 11, 1978 from George

o Phelan, the Counsellor for Consular Affairs at the Ameri-

ek
s can Embassy. «FbtdT) Ms. Garro stated that she would

get the letter on September 11, 1978 and follow .our
wold

suggestions. ¢Hrids)

Ms. Garro never went to the American Embassy in

o le L@ ,cd
Spain to\get the Committee's letter. éﬁﬁﬁ%—ﬁtaff‘tuntact
Reper%r—Q%%é%ng—JF&—Bocumeﬁt__&o___ ). The Committee,

Vhoping she would pick up the letter before her flight

date, proceeded to purchase air thketS ‘for both Elena
: IZIB % :
and her daughtcr (HGGA—S@&@@—Gea%aeéwneBULL, g TS,
ek vf
&PK—UUcumﬂnf Do ) Elena did not‘get the tickets at
jolé '
the airport. LH8Cﬁ*Stuff—ennfﬂtt—aepe§%7~8¢%§¥487—6?K
) ' ' bisw AGlz 15 REgpind
_Desamernt—Ng s The Committee was notvcontactéarqL




wiTH .

¥ Ms. de Paz again.
: Chacleg

The Committee also investigated whether“YThomas'

"selection out" was related to the Oswald case. After
interviewing his widow, Ms. Cynthia Thomas, the Committee

{si]
has concluded that his dismissal was unrelated. (HSSA

ST f—fmerviewofCyrthrte—themnasy & JEK

¥ 1 4

QecnmEﬁ%~N5 ' I
In sum, the House Select Committee on Assaséinations
has not been able to confirm the evidence that would

indicate that Lee Harvey Oswald, on one night while he

was. in Mexico, attended a "twist party" at the home

f'gof Ruben Duran Navarro, the brother—in—law of Silvia .
Duran. In addition, the House Select Committee on Assas-
sinations has been unable to confirm thé allegatién

that Lee Harvey Oswald travelled while in Mexico City

w1th'%wm)beatnlk looking boys.' R !“r%t prct of The
/ Gommittre's A+remets to :wg.sir.%fﬁz +hisz 1ssozs has ot
Lul-l—k Feus tratrion,

D. Oscar Contreras Lﬁf*;SQ)i

On March 16, 1967, B. J. Ruyle, the Américah Consul
in_TampicQ,‘reported to the American Embassy that he
" had spoken to a repbrter thé;allegedly had net Lee Har-
vey: Oswald at National Autonomous'ﬁniversity of Mexico

» . lolg : ) ) [O‘?
City SONETT] in 1963. {AmMETTCERTTETDESSY T TPk

GGy el g bt | A\fﬁE?Slng that he had

‘\
only a fleetlng contact with Oswald, kEhe reportbﬁuhad

T
T e /-'/
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IJ\

N
gt | |
claimed to knowﬂonly about Lee Harvey Oswald's desire

to travel to Cuba and the Embassy s unw1lllngness to
jale

grant him a visa. (¥pid:) When B. J. Ruyle asked the
reporter for permission to cable the story to the Ameri-

can Embassy, the reporter declined stating that he
l lu‘L'

feared losing his job. (Tbid=) Subsequent to the assas-
sination, the reporter had told his editor about his

contact with Lee Harvey Oswald, who had advised him not
. 5L _ . o
to report it. (#bdé~) The reporter granted B. J. Ruyle

permissign to cable the story to the American Embassy

when Ruyle promised that it would be handled with the
jord
strictest confidence. +¥e4d.) Ruyle wrote that he

thought the reporter was genuinely concerned about his
Y

job. (FotdT)
A letter from B. J. Ruyle to the State Department
dated May 11, 1967 provrded additional details of the

/gl\ .
reporter's story. (Cetterto WesTey D Bowles,—chief—of

Hextean—potiticalaTrairs, Ufficeof-Mexican—Affaiss,

bepartment—of-State from Br—d—RuyterAMEerican Comsul,

Tamninn ‘R/ll/57 X 7241 eutry”ﬁagl, 5TTIT LLA #7*y
- The reporter alleged that he and some fellow students

:had met Lee Harvey Oswald as they exited the Clneclub at
s
the-Escuela de Filosofia (School otf Phllosophy) at the
jolts o
Natlonal Autononous University of Mex1co %Ebtﬁ~+ Oswald



3
N

told the group that he had gone to the National Autono-
mous UnlverSLty of Mecho looking for pro- Castro stu-

dents who mlght help him persuade the Cuban Embassy to
jot?
grant hlm a visa. -{tfbxt.) Oswald claimed that he was

from California and was a member of a pro-Castro group
. Jod :

in New Orleans. Thid—)» Oswald remained with the stu-

dents the rest of that day and evening,; as well as the
N IOI?

following day. (#bid++ The reporter described Oswald -
as a strange and introverted individual who spoke very
jo03@

little Spanish. (FHeids)

D — TFhe State Department forwarded

a copy of Ruyl& s letter to the Central Intelligence

teg
Agency. GThe—6UmmIttEE'Cou&d—not—determtne—wheﬁ~the

State-Peparinant—forwarded—the—tetter—to—tire—¢fA.) On

June 14, 1967 CIA Headquarters sent the Mexico City
1 1052,
Station a copy of Ruyle's letter to Bowles. H&tm?rtch

-

o . . ) s . R O R,
o=t Trirectos—ea-tHaxkdso~Siby 67 1276 T T W5 b

$
(o H(cd?uufﬁfi

Pt u',-x/- 2.3 Pt o W . V=Y. < W ¢ =
e > 2 lf;IltLy FTOLOy P TImf i CTITrrarry TErr—re 3‘1\’5 TET-T ok PG <]

considered Ruyle s report "the flrst plece of substantlve‘
info about Oswald S SOjOurn 'in Mexico" since the assas-
ted ' ‘

sination. +fbrd—) Consequently,_Headquarters cabled‘

that thoughzggggtnmkuétood the source's reIéctance to

‘become involveq "the fact remains that this lnfo cannot

jo34

continﬁe to be withheld or concealed. T ) Head-

quarters instructed the Mexico City Statlon to elicit
4 _ 1533
the identity of the source from Ruyle. In addition,



Headquarters asked the Mexico City Station to bear in

mind, while 1nterv1ew1ng Ruyle's source, that Lee Harvey
(036 ,
Oswald was a %omosexual +Fpi+d=) The final sentence of

the dispatch, "It is our hope that the facts obtained
through these inferviews will help to confirm thet
several of Garrison's allegations about involvement of
anti~Castro Cubans, the CiA,-etc. are false," gigid.)
expléined the Central Intelligence Agency's motives
fer puriging the story.

" on June 29, 1967, the Mexico City Station cabled -
Heedquarters that a station officer had gone to Tambico

. ., 1% %4
where he had interviewed Ruyle's source, Oscar Contreras.

{eaptre—fromMexico CIEy o the Director—MEX

s03%

ported that Contreras was a reporte@ for E%Sol (a news-

paper, The Sun) in Tampico; 'was circa 30 years old;
marfied;with three children; studied law at the National
Aut‘onomous University of' Mexico (UNAM) from 1960 to
1964; belonged to a pro—-Castro group at UNAM;'was per—
secuted by the Mexican pollce for this afflllatlon and

}o“o ( IO‘/°) :
moved to Tamolco to escape the persecutlon, cable—fxom

Mexi'cﬁ"m—v_umLUI, MEXT TU50 672976 T Wx=9241,
erEFry—4622 7 p—I118—#745 . )
Contreras told the Mexico City Station oLflclal

,oul

thae he and four other individuals (When—eﬁnfrer*s~was




Lo STy . ) had mef Oswald as they exited a
roﬁndtable discussion held at the School of Philosophy
at.UNAMTq%Cable from.Mexico_City to Director, MEXI 1950,
6/29/67; P 7241, entry #4622, p. 118, CIA #74S) Contre-

ras stated that Oswald had made inquires on the UNAM

. campus about pro-Cuban groups and had been directed to

ped
his group. ¢IBIT.) Contreras reported that though the

group initially mistrusted Oswald fearing he was a "CIA

provocation," they allowed Oswald to remain with them
’ 1044

that day and night and part of the following day. {¥bié.)

Contreras noted that Oswald never mentioned assassination

e
fo
but kept emphasizing that he had to get to Cuba. {Ibid.)

In adii+tion, Oswald had exhibited no homosexual tenden-
' (o¥l
cies while he was with the group. 4Fbid.)

On July 4, 1967, Headquarters cabled the Mexico

.City Station that Contreras' story should be explored

to the fullest even though he might have fabricated it.'b‘{7

pidann s 3

(@abie.ﬁl;ﬁ'hhaﬂh&repjnr to Mexigco City 1/4/67, RIR

oo ’ . ‘ '

B S T2 TRty 626 T 96T A—#46) Headquarters
: . i@ .

suggested that the FBI handled the story. ¥bItt.) The

fdllowing-day, July 5, 1967, the Mexico City Station



)
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& et

K‘:ﬁ‘

cabled that.it preferred turning Contreras' case over
0¥
to the Mexican authorities and to the F.B.I. {eeble

,fmmwﬁmm MEXT ﬁ’l
WX _7241, Entry 627

('f

b

&
|
!
H

Tﬁ?1§9$éewlng A Yy B AN B PO F T MeR oo CHTy~St a

O cabted—ehat it pr@fprréd turping Contrerast.came

QULL-—to—ha I\’lmvir‘:xp autbhoritics and. ..thettaPm-f— \Cable

from MeXITo—City—tor—the—Dikecbotmmlrsr s MEXT 1949 ;

: ,J/UI,

WX—T24YT;ENtYY 627, p. 119, TIA—$%46.) The same day,
the Chief of Station informed the Legat of Contreras’
story, but asked him not to take any action without

AIJ”' /o 5¥
~p£evrousiy consulting the Mexico City Station. {(renmo

to~fegutT 775767 LIOM CThiet—ot—8tatitn; WX 72X1, entry

58T T ITY, CTa 4946

On July 10, 1967,( wrote
a memo delineating the results of a Mexican govérnment
05!
review of Oscar Contreras' file. (Memo—from T

Y= 0 387 Do dety
BP9y Nccording tb the memo, a lone Oscar Contieras
appeared in the UNAM law school records, Oscar Contreras
Lartigue, deb 2/14/39 in Ciudad Victoria, Tamaulioas.’”z
(¥ET™T The memo also reported that a newsoaper artlcle
Sappearing in "Exce181qr listed an Oscar Contreras as:
a signer of a protest for the Blogue Estudiantil Revolu~-

log} ’ IO{* . .
cionario which had been formed mid-1961. +FHeig-) {The
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signed the protest as a front man to protect the real

o 1s§ -
leaders of the group. ¢Hedd~) The Mexico City station

called the information to Headquarters the following
of‘-

day, June 11, 1969. B&spatch~from—Me*%G@—G¢ty to
Dixzm&%me&ﬂ%%ﬁé&2497v Fo AT T W T2 TRty 636, p.

& J .
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