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Biography h 
~ J 

..:::1 k... .s.-+d \,)- p.o 0 ;(,{. ~ 
Elena Garro de Paz~was born of Spanish parents in .. 11 ... .J 

(.A 1/ • ".(.,,... •·· .,.,. .. ... ·, "' 'f·£.. ;s -. • r .J ; • ~ (. "" ' 1 
• 

Puebia, Mexico on December 11, 
.f,. ........ P;,ioj'""f>l..l o ... -t" .f.v·- pr·<f"''" t. 7 

1917. Ms. Garro attended t ...... ,, s 
' ::• 

the National Autonomous University of Mexico and later 
'41." ....... • ~]. 

... 

did graduate work at Berkley in California and at the 

University of Paris. In 1963, Elena had long been married 

to Octavia Paz, a career diplomat who is also one of 

Mexico's finest poets and leading intellectuals. When 

Octavi6'was named Mexican Ambassador to India, the couple 

separated by mutual consent. Elena's daughter, also 

named Elena, has always resided with her mother. 

Since Elena spent seventeen years of her early 

life in Europe she had a rather un-Mexican objectivity 

about her native land and had a reputation for being one 

if its more articulate detractors. At the same time, Elena 

was considered emotionally committed to many aspects of , 

Mexican life and made an important contribution to its 

artistic development. 

In the 1960's Elena became a significant writer. 

-· Hagar Solido, El' Rey Ma·go, L·a· s·en·o·ra: ·en· ·su B'al·c·on, Ventura 

Allende, Andaise per l'as Ramas, Pa·r·ada· Em:pre·sa, and El Viaje 

are plays that have had appreciative audiences in Europe, 

where they were translated into German, as well as in Mexico. 

Ms. Garro's short stories are collected in a volume called 

La Sem:ana de Colo·res. The Literac:t Supp'lem:e·nt of the London 

Times has called her novel, Los Recuerdos· de Porvenir, "a 
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EJL First Draft 
~ 

splendid success~.''. ~,Critics have· said of her: "For 

Elena Garro, there i~ no frontier between reality and 

fantasy; in any case, the latter is a second realicy-­

perhaps more intense-- to which one may penetrate without 

passport or forewarning, thanks to the effectiveness of 

a literature ~·ire<(i with passion, flavqr and life." [Many 

people who knew Elena have asserted that the frontier 

between reality and fantasy is also difficult for her to 
\ -

. •"' f/, ... G ...... i. A'.'t 

distinguish in real life. (G;•J'"'"fL.t b-i· F ....... ,.,,, ..... ., lot cl.. ... r(,.A 11. ..... :.] 

Ms. Garro, for many years, was an active worker in 
e 

the Confederacion Nacional Campesina (CNC), the agrarian 

arm of the Partido Reformista (PRI). Because Ms. Garro 

was a tireless propagandist and agitator on behalf of the 

poorer Mexican peasants, she was on close personal terms 

with and enjoyed the respect of peasant leaders. from all 

over the country. C ~) 

Elena was considered a witty, urbane and opinionated 

woman with an unflagging sense of humor. Her forthright 

opinions and sharp ,wit tended on occasion to ruffle feathers 

in Mexico, but her important social, literacy, and political 

connections rendered her fairly immune from serious counter-

attack until 1968. Then, Ms. Garro was forced to flee the 

country with her daughter, Elenita and her sister, Deba 
.. 

Guerrero de Galvan, in the midst of the student strikes. 

++ A · .{-· .. .. 1.. .. .j b • c"' v.., .... io I c +.. l"l..c_ \4 0 ..,.s.c. s.l~c::+ Co""'- ...... ; <<- o"" .s..s. ... s£·"'~ •• • 

de..+cr,.....;l\.<. -;1.-.,t. e..v..._c.+ f<"-.l>•"" 1"\1>' (...._,.,..,. \.v,.!. -f..,. ~(.<i~~ Me.,<.'• co. 
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Before.h.er.disappearance from Mexico, Elena was ,, 

well disposed toward the United States and had been 

. ·. 

friendly with Embassy officers. Her broad range of signifi-

cant personal friends, the v:i,ews of many important to the 

American Embassy, made her a useful Through-.. 
out the early 1960's she was carried as a target in the 

Embassy's Youth Program. 

American Embassy employees dealing with Elena 
' 

believed that despite her access to the underground happenings 
lt.e.r 

in Mexico, _:i:ncjjii~Hiling=:paasant ~nFest, einee abe h:eui e: tendency 
~ vi..', lc:: S~<- r<-t•t'tcd I ..tr~y..,....,¥.} 

to romanticize developments in repoFeing en them made it 
-fo e..J .... {o 4 f-c. \.,. ..... o"'er"'i( Ct',.J;l,.;(;+·:J' 

difficult a-t timcas to deterruine what degree of--crelience 

te- place on what might LLuly be tt:!!lefttl and concrete infor111ati on. 

[ 

e_; -11..-< r ..... -. ++-<~ J or 

cl.c< ..... <d ·,....._, .. +~,..,-1: ~ 

,... .. ,..:+- .f.-.,., ... t C•"'·h.cf', 

~..,.._I..<.SSf .,_fr.;c:,f!.l 

.I 

I 

' 

' I 
I. 
' 
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The story is not as detailed as the 10/5/64 version. 

There is no mention of Deba Garro Guerrero Galvan. The 

story, perhaps because it is third hand, differs from the 

previous story in two areas: The party was at the Cuban 

Embassy not at Ruben Duran's~ Elena talked to a cuban 
----···-···· --·-· ····-- ··--·· ··-···· 

·Embassy official not one of her cousins about the three 

Americans. 

··, 

' 
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identity of other 

persons attending the party at the Rul:Jen Duran homE? who 

might have been in a·position to observe the three Americans. 

Elena stated that in the course of the party her daughter 

met a U!lg. named "Alejandro'' at the party and danced 
c.,.~:,;.l f· 

with him. He wa~. apparently quite smitten with the · 
'·..1.' ... . . 

daughter and "tried to· call her on several occasions after 
. ,,.,~f·$) 

the party. The da~ghter did not take the calls and as 

a result "Alejandro" wrote several letters to the daughter. 

Ms. Garro exhibited two of the letters, aswell as a 
I 

business card·which identified the you!lg man as Ario Alejandro 
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i 

The letter which Ms. Garro said was the first 

written by the young man to her da~ghter bore the date 

September 1, 1963 and the Mexico City Post Office.postmark 

September 2, 1963. When Ms. Garro was told this she 
=¥ .&.. 

commented that ~obablVthe Communists have facilities 

for falsifying postcards. (IBID) 

Federal Garro's stor >the 

Bureau interviewed Aria Alejandro Lav~gnini Stenius on 
. r" l ~ November 27, 1964. (IBID.) Lavagnini recalled that there 

were approximately thirty·people at the Ruban Duran·party, 

few of whom he knew. He'recalled having met a Mexican. girl 

who .. had recently returned from li vi!lg in France. He was \ 

unable to fix the date of the party, but felt it was 

probably early in September because of a heavy rain which 

occurred as they were leaving the party about 2:00 a.m. 

(IBID. p. 4) 
L1 <1 
Lavagnini noted no Americans present at this party. 

He was familiar with the appearance of Lee Harvey oswald 

because of publicity followi!lg the assassination of President 

Kennedy but otherwise had no knowle~ge of him and had never 

seen him except for news phot~graphs ·follo~i~~t~a~~Jna­

tion. (IBID. p. 4) ( ~· ·!,_._._, H-:, ~*'er:'.:~ <~ ~ ,r 
.d.~ j)...........,. ;;....,..,._.. ....... ~ ::t..;:l •• ""'~ - o~ v~ , ~ :usc . • 

c.::..~There is no indic~tion on the doci.unent that this 

information was. given to the Central Intelligence Agency's 

Mexico City Station. 

·j .,: ... · 
'. 
:·. 

! 
i 

' '· i 
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On 12/10/65 Charles Thomas, a political officer 

at the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum about a 

conversation with Elena Garro de Paz. (CIA #586-587, 

WX-7241 Entry No. 425, p. 91, CIA No. 718.) The meeting 

with Elena had been about other matters but she mentioned 

knowing Oswald. Thomas noted that she was reluctant to 

talk but did. C. ,b,'J) 

Elena's story reported here is the same, but with ' 1 d...,.hJ. t•/S"{t,'f 
more details, as that given. in 't;hefl!Memo.. She 

,-.,,(. S"cs.,s (a f,..u~. o • •••••"' ~··"""'"' :s) 

said that General Clark Fl'ores', Silvia Duran, Eusebio 
,, ... ;. ..... c .... ~ ... _l .. 14cy.:c .. ,..,..;, (.-..p'•· t ........ .,lJof ...... n, .... -4,,, ... &. ·~ ..c.... 1> .. .-.. ... s) 

Azcu~.' Emilio Carballido, and a Latin American Negro man 
. (

11
,. 16,,.f'"J:;e.t) 

with red hair were at the party. A maFginal comment by this 

entry in WX-7241 says; "How.did Elena know about a red-haired 

Negro?" Elena also told Thomas that she had later learned 

that Silvia Duran had been "Oswald's mistress while he 

was there." (A note by this entry in WX-7241 says "How 

did Elena Garro know about Si~via being the mistress of 

oswald?? This is l965•.rffE ·'-i.-.. ~. S+-'-~-~ . .I.:..L ,..A. ..L...... 

-----.-----~~: ~-~~~·.-.fh~ 7)~--•."*' ,,'.~·t:.:~ 1,«-7 ,k-[ 4 ~/A 
. .·A~i!\[ ··:ti."'\ .. "~/$1~·4, .t ;:t~ [ ~ ~~ ... ~{:4~11!''-~'-lr /fi-'-c- -* ~ '0 ~· . .. . . . ... ' ·. . . . . . . :z; . .)-. ;1-u-.. •• • t..4 ' 

c. 1 A., ~ ,.s., ·.c. ~·t·-d ~ . -.... a-.......... "' -

I ' - [ 1.. 1 ((;.1 N'-1 J. l ,.-- . ...,..,...,.,..L..,.:r; (. ~ H-::1: 1-..J.. ~ 
~~.' . "]. 

·1· .. · · ~-~.o~ .... 
I <J- .... . .,, . . <· . •:·· ·. -: .. 

1' 
I ·.·. ,s.L..:- -~........._.""' .· . ·. <I;·_::.<' . . ... :·. · .. ·.· 

· I • . :_:.-_._: ... :,-: .... ·:.:: ..... :_ .... : ·.:· :.;_ ... _):l.:·~ ... ~.(~.~~~:_.-:.: .. -.:i~.-.· :.·:j:_;:~_/_.:~: ... : .. ;·~ ... ·: .. ~ ... ::~.:_ ~:··.·.~~~:~ . . .... I ! ". . .......... · ... :. . , . 
·-------'-'"-----'--;;..;;._..~___;,__;;._;,_ _ __;,~' --;:--""\....o,__ _______________ _ 

Elena told Thomas that she and her da~ghter had 
,.,s 

. gone to the Cuban Embassy 4n November 1963.1( Oaua ins':tde 
o. ..... d. " 1 t 

t:he ua tes they shouted "ass as ins" and· other insu ts a "'•· 
71 

~]· . 
';J ., .'(c. IA .I .:s;u .. sn, cJ II.T&ifl I ~ ....... ., f), ·CI~~ p.11 ~ £I A 

the Embassy employees Shertly a!ter this .incident a • · .....-........... ,~.,.._c de. 1 

friend, Manuel Calvillo, an official in the Gobernacion, 

took her and her daughter to a small hotel in the center 

. ..;.....:.;."'-'"'-.........---:"!'~----· . 

.,._. 
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. .· . (;~!) . . . . 
of Mexico City. They were kept there for eight days 

(,~:J) 
under the pretext that they were in danger. Elena 

claimed to have told Calvillo that she wanted to tell 
·(,&,:J) 

her story to the American Embassy. Calvillo dissuaded 

her by telling ner that the American Embassy was full 
"" . t. t,:J) . . 

of Communist spies. Elena sa~d that some of the other 

people who. had been at the party were taken to Veracruz 
. '";" ; .....t.-.:r 

: .. where they were "protected_'' by Governor_ Lopez Arias. ( :J l... ,.s.,--..S ·c.,. ... .;z:~ .... ..,_ 14. ... c< .. -too .t c,. .... '"""""; t'L... ., ...... <1 , ......,.., P~1 ... ct..
8 

.. :to •• J 
'!~~-......... . 

She said thatRuben Duran, reportedly "protected" by 

General Clark Flores, was _very prosperous and was driving 

b ' ·.. . .r '..a .rJ. S"V,•SII'L c.J~ •"J'Z.'fl J f! .. .,.(uAI•·'ft{"
1 

f','ll, C"dttJ•. 7tk) a ~g car. c. c~n ". ~ , ... --·----·- .. 
-- ------.. • ! ri.._ 4 ., d '.' tb~,~~~::;~=K~U___h~._f_±cc.__ ___ __;_ __ 

- . I .fi,....-~· 'i~· _..;~ ""'...... ,..., .. ,,.., .... l'.--.... ,.st --" ~ • 
------------- . c.......~o.J....t..6i.sJ-'!!..~ .. :f::.iia_~-~~..c ~· ~ ••-~•= :._,;;;;tTL):~ . -------------: 

: lh" ') . k ¢":.""« ly kc.c! . . . . .. · . "'-.,;__ . . . • . • . s ... t. j 
--~~...C~.;;;~~~!'@!!! .. !!!!!:_. __ . .b .. H.~::.:.•.•~.U.t!~!o...tt'...a..,-L.LC..,_d_, ____ :n......_ __ ~--- ,_ .. .. -

- -·-·······-~----------. 
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I.· 

',. 
i 

:--~-·--1 

-------.------L.i~~~- ,_ .. --~--~,.cos.-.~--~ . 
. ; . 

~--~--~-~~-~-·-:--~~-Rs.~--.. ~---

-----~~---.LL__-;:"""1....:_~~ ~rO::: !:~~\~~emo wh=-~ays-:u-.. =~-------' 
an imagination she has1?1 Should we send to Headquarters?" 

The Officer replied; "S~ggest sendi!lg. There have been 

stories·around town about all this, and Thomas is-not 

only person she has talked to •••. If memory serves me, didn't 

[LICOOKIE}refer to Osw~+d and the local leftists and Cubans 

.in one o:f her .squibs?" (CIA No. 588, note from svto COS.) 

.=:::.:.: 
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cable ~that Elena's 

against the pro-

duction from (ihe Cuban surveillance operationl"and other 
c..no~~)+•"' 7 

sources." (IBID.) Scott 'Wrote, next to the routing 
:1 

indications on the cable, "Please ask Charles Tho~~Y 
if he'll' "follow-up".· Get questions from Anne G. Please 

let's discuss. Thanks." 

After the December 10 memorand~onversations/ 
Winston Sdott (Chief/Station) and Nathan Ferris (Legal 

Attache) called c. Thomas for a meeting. They asked him 

to get a more detailed replay of Ms. Garro's story. At 

this meeting Winston Scott made it clear that the FBI 

had full responsibility for any further investigation in 

the Oswald case. (State Dept: letter from Charles Thomas 

to William P. R~gers, July 25, 1969, JFK Doc. # 

-----------·-·--···H------------

-----t+-------'-------· 

·-·-~----··--++---'---------------·----...,...--

----------~-------~--------------------------------------------------

------------
' .. ~ .· .· ' . . . 



Thomas met with Elena again on Decembe.r 2 5 , 19 6 5 • 

The same date he wrote a memorandum of conversation which 

provided a much more detailed ~ ~tQ restatement of 

Ms. Garro's alleged encounter with Lee Harvey oswald and 

subsequent developments. (CIA Nos. 580-583; WX-7241, Entry 

#427, p. 92, CIA #719) 

Elena admitted.that she had spoken to two men at~ 
the Embassy "(presumably from the Legal Attache's Office) • " (i ~ct:J ~ 
11-.t. _e,_.. ... 

1 
occ.,,..,,,.t. ., - }Joot.z"(,l"i(.<l) · 

~ said that she d~d not tell them the ~ story 
·'·l 

because "the Embassy officers did not. give much credence 
G-L..e: ... ~+... s;.,.._-:J.'' ( ;..dP C/lr f)ts.. S"'ts.,~.s-~3 j WJC-+o ......... 'lfl.illl1 .sh<. .... "'J 

'1 Z.!fl I G ,....,. ... 'I 'fl: '"'" ?,~ f· 921 tu k. ?If) 

\ -- ·- ...... ~---···-----·· . .. ·--~- -----~---~-----· ..... 

She stated that the party had been at Ruben Duran's 
(ib:.l) ) 

home. She 1 c·":' was unc ear about the date of the party. It 

was a few days before the Soviet Astronaut, Gagarin, 

visited Mexico; she thought that this would put the party 

aro d s t mb L .~,~J) un ep e er 2 or 3, 1963. She belJ.'eved that the party 

was on a Monday or Tuesday because it was an odd night for 
<-.~-,·.a) 

a party. 

calender to refresh her memory at the time of the interview 

because the calender .was in a d k es that had been stored 

. __ .. ______ ... - ,.,, ... ------- ----------.. ----~-------~-------· ---~---------.,·- .. 

------------------ ~------ ---- ~------ ·- --------------------------- --------------- -------------------------· __________ ,._ .. ··-··· .. -· .-··-···-· ......... ······ 

.. ----. ··---··· ... ---- ··-·-···- -···-
- •. --------····· ·~·-·- -·-··- ........ : ... ------- ·-··-······ .. ··- -~. ---··--····-···- ·-- -··---·· 
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During the conversation Elena described Oswald 
(.16-l·t>) ' I 

and his companions. The man who she thought was Oswald 
(I ~,1>) 

wore a black sweater. She said he was quiet "and stared a 
{.I ~·P> 

lot at the floor." One of his companions "was very tall 

and slender and had long blond hair which hung across his 
(..,;, 

forehead. He had a gaunt face and a rather long protruding 
,b·,J 

chin." The other companion was also tall, with short, 

light brown hair and no characteristics.0b~) 

The three Americans did not dance or mix with the other 
(.;h;J) ' 

guests. Elena saw the same three men on the street the 

next day. (IBID.) 

Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacia Duran, 

Silvia Duran, Lydia Duran, Deba Guerrero, General Clark 

Flores and his mistress, a doctor from Dalinde Hospital, 

,_j 

,_, ____ , _____ 1_ ,_ ____ - - -------------------------------------- --------------- --------·- ----------------------------- ----------- -------- -------

~. . . 
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a young American couple who were honeymooning in Mexico, 
,, b:J) 

and several other people werp at the party. She said 
• 

that Ricardo Guerra, whom she claims converted Horatio 

Duran to Communism, and his wife, Rosario Castellanos, 
c..+t~""J 

were supposed to be at the party but did not shi;u up. 

(IBID. ) .,._ tl~,c:J 
E; l-c· ... ~J -tJ....._-; 
,Zhe red-haired man and Emilio Carballido were not 

at the party that Oswald attended but at another party 

where Carballido and Azcue got into a heated argument 
,,~o;J)_ 

about President Kennedy. "They came to the conclusion 

that the only solution was to kill him." (IBID.) Elena 

was riot clear on whether this party was before or after 
( I.'Jl)1.. ... f.h.,,.., s-.. J,,-1 c.- ..... +l•e. 

the party where she met Oswald. · · :; . ...._.,..L .f"i...--1- :+ c~.·.J 
hc;lo b<"" .... ~ ... lol< To e ..... ~:,_ ~ C:t"""'~"""'·-1-:<~> ... &;..sc.l .. • "'''~c r 

~ 2'"""""' l\1h!. c ..... ,,,.'' 
Elena said that CarbaJ.lido "is a'known Castro 

~ ~,;.l) 
agent in Mexico." After the assassination he spent a year 

l ,~-,·.i> . 
in Cuba. He then got a job teaching at Rutgers University 

throu~ Dr •. Jose VaSiquez Amar.al.(..b:.t). r1.c.. l+v~s.e .!tl~dt..,.... .... f-1-<-< h.·l 1.··-
v"\A·'-' [t ,_. .... ~:"':" ;;\1:., c,.,.~ '. Cl.. ff, ~-._,"":f:'•ll'f·JL. 

, f'<..... r • • * • .... -+ •"' , .. --t sl... .... 
the incident at the Cuban Embassy, where Ei:ena and 

her daughter shouted "assassins", etc., at the Embassy 

employees, occured on November 23rd at or about 3:00 
(_,~:o • .V 

p.m. Elena and Elenita were driven to the Cuban Embassy 

by Elena's brother who was embarrassed by their behavior. (.~.o~) 

This occured before they had seen photographs of Oswald. c .~:.:J} 
tf!>. c .. ,., .. CJ.Iec.t .... c.lll ~+ 

Later_'~ day -ehey were visited by Manuel Calvillo 
I,.\'~(: S \..c: -t' ~1< .. :-%-.. 

who told them that they were in serious da~ger from the 

Communists.and that he would take them to a small hotel, 



\EJLA' iLS'L.V?a£1./ 
~e~ 

(,!t:i> 
where they would be safe, for a few days. Elena said 

I 
she trusted'and believed Calvillo because he was a 

Kt.F~c ...... C .. ~c,...!.!;.!j. ~~l;otl"tti~~~~~~~~~4 
known undercover agent for the G&bc_nneacion .6'-·\ He was 

.fL;._#-4:A')fc'• f £; ... _.1"• tl• .. ., 
also a friend of Noe Palomare~ and,.p~stavo Diaz Ordaz .[•L ;.J) 

r~ 
Cal~villo also told Elena and her daughter that Silvia 

Duran had been arrested. Duran's arrest was not public 
. o"" NaJc .... l#c.r 231 i'T' 3 ) 

information at the time-. 0 I,;J 

Elena could not remember the name of the hotel so -t!-. ... + s ...... c 

y} ,z.lul,.r~ she took Thomas· to the section of Mexico City where she 

l f,.l ( 1,'.1) 
thought it was. They foun~ the hotel.' 'rt was the Vermont 

,,,;.1) 
Hotel, Calle vermont 29. Elena said that she assumed 

·> 
that Calvillo had registered them as relatives or friends. c.t. . .J) 

They stayed at the hotel until the followi~g Fr~day, Nov~ ) 

30, 1963 hardly leaving their rooms. c.~;o~J) l ~ ~.~~f 
! ..,. .... .., ~ ..... ~l, ... ;~q. - ( 

€\"'""' e.lc..:_:"J,qhile ~ were at the hotel they saw the photos 

of Oswald and realized that he had been the man at Ruben 
. , (.I l,'o .1) 

Duran's party. When Calvillo visited them at the hotel 

Elena told him that she wanted to report it to the 
"'~.,.., 

American Embassy; Calvillo dissuaded her by stating 
£.~;J) € 1<-a ... , f ... t-~J. fl....._ f 

Communists •. ~hen that the American Embassy w~s full of 
9 h(. 

E-;l.efla returned t:a were posted outside.(. ,.,J) 

j \..._ -,..h...- ~ c..-~ ),. ........... ~ ~ ~ .,L,."'si d. 
c.. 6 .. .. .... .,..... .......... 

. ,. ____ i tl:. 
~ ~ "k;(.., • . ~ill· '""" .......... 

I 
I 
I 

___ ____..j_- . . ....II . . s,.h c.. .. .. .. ... . 
fi<.t .... a..tle:.7'J. .!}tfter she returned home Bllfefta saw her sister, 

. wkO .;..~dct't"'.4"'"" ... \'{ 
Deba Guerrera ~a had a±eo come to the same conclusion, 

J ~t&"""~-4- • 

inde~enEI}-'o£ El.eaa. Deba was "terrifie~" ~~.,~pproxJ.mately 
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two months after the assassination two "communists" heQ. 
pu-S0<'"-1{'( w-. ,..."" ~'<f . 
~sited Deba and threatened her never to reveal that 

(, .... ~) 
she had been to a party with Oswald. Deba, consequently, 

would not accompany Elena to the American Embassy to tell 

her story.o .. Af,.,_,_.,l,,c...J. (,~:;:J) 

Elena said that a few days after the assassination 

Emilio Carballido took the Duran's to Jalapa, Veracruz and 

"kept them out of the way ~ntil the initial shack of the 
. ,, ... J I I< +-

\.!. s• f- { -·-t-1-c.: .... "'"'"""- ....... 4 .. assassination wore off." ~- #-l........-L ~<C. ~- ' 

c·"""·.(.: ... -' M.s.~ (,...., ... ,..·.s o..u .... , ..... -1--, ...... 

Elena also ~that shortly after the assassination 

an American named June Cobb spent several days in her 
{. h ;~ );.;" ~ '"-. ). ;..!._:zt 

house. Ms. Cobb had been sent to Elena by a mutual friend, 
l· ";J.) . 

Eunice Odio. ETl~/· -~d~-L~-can--,;who~ee.t;\-· 
\ I~ 

~ · crs ·"W±~ekt:ft!'!:~r 

0. >l 
was at Elena's house she expressed an interest 

G . •) . '•~ ("!..~ ......... ... :, .... -t, 
,~.~ ~·S·~ ] 

in the Kennedy assassination. Deba, got drunk one night 
Ct.., .. n 

and told Ms. Cobb the entire story. Ms. Cobb wanted them 
~,:c) . 

to go to the American authorities { Claiming to be a Cill_ 

ag~J~~~~~~SE~~~tn~~~~~to~~~-~Amer~sy. 
c .J,:.Io 
~ suggested that Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell their 

l,~.D . 
story. When her suggest~on was rejected, Cobb said that 

she would arrange a meeting with the CIA Station Chief. , 

The meeting did not occur because Ms. Cobb was asked to 



~ft 

leave the Garro house; evidently. because. she kicked 

Elena's cat. C.' ~o;c~) 

---~--tt:----:----~--:--~~-:::-'~:±::::::::::=~....;,.;......------------··---·-
------r-~r=~~~ ... :r :· . . ·.'~·.~· C:'""-' 

"" ·, 

t:l<"""" c.~_,,.,..,& Ruben Duran visited ~a .. .... d the end of · ~ cult·""• .... .,. .. ~;,~J.:~1H'I,i"''f .. J Jtyn, p.-1-z.~ u/t i 111 

January, 1964. He was worrieq that Oswald's visit to 
. . . 

his home might be discovered and that he might lose 
., I·,I.~J) 

his Mexican citizenship~· Ruben told Elena that it had ... 
been Silvia who had. gotten him involved with Oswald.Lb . ..&) 

Rube.fl added that he was not really a comrnunist·and 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~<S 

had opposed the assassination. (,la.-...d);:~u~ ~ ~.s-1-J. 
~-~ ; ~· ~nh.: . .& ) 2 Elena said tha{ she had told her story to Noe 

Palomares of the Gobernacion about six months after the 
. . c..~..a) . 

assassination. He advised against. goi!lg to the American 

Embassy and told.her that if she did anythi!lg at all 
) "f''.,..c.. , .... -:+icc:. "~»f•Kc. · 

she should merely write an anonvmqus letter.(·~:~ . t. -It> l'lr· p.,.t • .,..,.,,.,,· ...,.... ~ .J~,.act 14•. '-;co,., • .;· .c. I-..•..... C #-l.ae .- ,.,..,,, .. ,,- -1 Pt~e (' •• .,.,.,.,s 

1 
-:r~"-O•c. ~lena stated that it was "common knowle~ge" 

;,-- (C.IA II•S.S'"fi•·~B1:'ii.I"''U.'il, E"'+ry t1 '/"Z71 f:92 

that Silvia had been Oswald's mistress. When asked who c '"' .:~~ 719J 

could verify the allegation she could·only remember one 
b',J~~cfL. . .:.J.. 

person who had· told her thiJ:~.' That person was Victor 
• · , ,. 1 ·~-Jo- ~:c (; 4 ( .. ,.. ;to Jc .... .!. 

RJ.co Galan, a "pro-Castro JOUrnalist." •:.· co· ..-..()~.,........... " ~ 
..,1..< c .. - ... ~ ++cc. t .... c.L ..... -t "~".: f-7 M.s • , ..... ,.} 4 tlt-, ... +··· .. 1 ~ '2).........-..... ) 

During these conversations Elena also said that __.. _, 

she "understood'' that Oswald had been 
--···· 

.. r. 
··. 

·-.;• ,··. ·:., . 

~--··········-··1""-······----

' I. 

' 

,· . 
; 

:.·' 
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~~1i·. t .... ~~ "' .. ~ ~~ .~.~lc'"' 
~l-.~s.~"~\~ .. ~eJ.ct_.-:"',"' . · 

Subsequent to December 25, 1965, Thomas wrote in 

the Dec. 25, 1965 memo that Elena had found her calendar 

and had reconstructed the date of the ·party as late ·n ] . c c lA ,N41o• $'\(1.)* ~..,~ •• w .,,...,JI{ ,, G.,~,:J It'{ :n I f· '6, Cit\ " 71 '} 

September not early September. When Thomas went to 

Ferris' office and informed him, Ferris replied that 

., 
I 
I 

' I : 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

' 

Elena had given the late September date when she had q(~ .. f~,, . 
C f61 Ktf',.., I N~ 1' :S (:.JC.. '1>• c.. ' 

originally reported her story at the American Embassy. f~~~ 
,..~p4•"""s 

However, Mr. Ferris expla'ined that someone who had been 

at the P.arty had stated that there were no Americans 
l,~o,)...J -\--4!1( f<r.'11t*IIUI'. 

there. Mr. Ferris did not re11ea:i that Ario Alejandro c.if 
·." i Ill I'\ ' 

Lavagnini S:tenius Ferris had provided· this information(S't.IIP~""" f• ) 

Mr. Ferris suggested that it was not necessary for Thomas 

to pursue the matter 

closed and had heard 

sirice he considered the Oswald case ::JtK. TM.I'" 
· · ; [.f'61 ~cp .. rl1 11/s.(''r j(f''1-"' 

all the rumors before. (!PH~.) 

--------j·j---7 .. ·,.--~.· . :..;,__ ___ _:._~--'-----·~.:.~------
.1 ... • 

·---------· 

_..;:_, 

·;·.; 
__ __;,;;_ _____ _ 

------------

... ______ lr-~---...:___-~----~-.:...:.-~--~--~_:.:_ 
~----- ··~ -··--- -------- ~ ~ ~--- ··-- - -~ --··---
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J 

On De.cember 27, 1965 the L~gal Attache ~ee a 

memo to the Ambassador ~li"~9'&!1! :!ihi:Rgr Ekna. [JMemo to the 

Ambassador from the -fjegal Attache, 12/27/65, CIA #578; 

WX-7241 Entry #429, p •. 94, CIA #721] .J;T;ai;:, ±:! 6!\8 of 

'- ~ a. ~ report~1 that ~lena 
viewed on 17 and 24 November 1964 

were inter-

said that 
t /1M+ t..r.- J&o~,t./rf" 

~furnished information similar to that in Thomas' 
,).;·~ 

12/10/65 memo. The 
~,.~sf .... tee) 

~ memo.~oes on to say "Inquiries 

conducted at that time, (November '64) however, failed to 

substantiate_the allegations made byMrs. Garro de Paz and 

her daughter. In view of the fact that Mrs. Garro de Paz' 

allegatio_:;s have been previously checked out without 

substantiation, no further action is bei~g taken concerning 

her recent repetition of those all~gations." (IBID.) 
·~-----...,.,.... ---· 

.'--'--~----.. _.,; __ ..,.: ___ , ___ .. -. __ ; 

:·; :: .. ~--·. -·. -· -~--- ... L--,_,---·----···--···---:.~~-·-"·;._. ____ : .... . . .: .. 

•, 

~~~~~~~~--~~-~~~~-~~~~~~----·-----'<-----

. \/'·:~1~-;ij?;···, ' ' i • ' ' ·. ' 
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~T 
/"written by Ann 

a cable 

to 

the Director, 12/29/65, Mexi Entry 

#430, p. 94, C-IA #721. ~W. · eport~"'~he Legat 
v./'~f(<A-"" L.-<!14-f~ ,.(..{Jf(-ef,. f~'<,(l#l._ ~cS 

interview and the fa41ttret1 to substantiate Elena's story. 

The cable promis~ to keep Headquarters advised if any 

f h ' f ' ~c -h>d 1 d ( BI ) urt er ~n ormat~on ~ eve ope • I D. 

0/5/64·me~o is attached to 

this cable. WX-7241 expl'ains this ~ s~ in a 

marginal comment, "This document by 
'!.--------' 

as not in 

(O~wald's file), but was copied from (a project file) 

and attached to Mexi 5741, 29 Ded. 65." (IBID.) · 

~u·,~~tJ [ 1 A notet~~ato this cable by Allen White stated1 

"I don't know what FBI did in Nov 64, but the Garro's 

have been talki~g about this for a lo~g time and she is 

said .·to be extremely bright. 11 Ann Goodpasture wrote that 

the FBI had found Elena's all~gations unsubstantiated but 

that "we will try to confirmor refute Mrs. Garro de Paz's 

information and follow up. 11 Win Scott wrote, 11 She is also 

·: •' .. 

----.-.--------·---.. -·- ·------

·:::····· 
.··.·::.",'',' 
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memo to the Cuban section with an attached note asking 

.them to check whether Elena was "seen creating such a 

disturbance as they clai~ed in front of the Cuban 

Embassy." (Note from Ann Goodpasture' to ''Cubans", . 
2/3/66, CIA No. 579; WX-7241, Entry 428, p. 94, CIA #721.) 

One Cuban section officer responded, ''No bells 

ring with me." Another one wrote "Me neither." The 

third officer wrote "No pictures. either. '' (IBID.) ~here 

is no indication that. the(penet:ration agents in the Cuban 

-------· ... ---- ------ . . f-"·~~~ :-,,;;-~].:-:~ -
Embassy ]were querie_d. abpu:t .~~ ·. (IBID;l ~that there are 

no pictures is reasonable since Elena claimed that the 

event happened: 1.) on a Saturday at 3:00p.m. when 

the Cuban Embassy was not normally photographically 

surveilled; and 2.) the "disturbance" occured inside the 
-

Cuban compound. HSCA Examination of the CIA Cuban Embassy 

photographic surveillance showed no. surveillance on 11/23/63. 

{Classified Swrunary qf S~aff Review of CIA Documents, 

3, CIA 

' ..... 
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__ L6 G:A L, ./r -H-~ c. f..~, .. ,_ z; u/ c. I,._ . 1'-1 f: 1'1 o . '"TO . _-d, <-
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'_j)l':\; tc:J .sf.o-4-c.L ~J:?.,.J..s.e.drz f'f'C,IIte(); N.C. 

On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the 

Ambassador ~arding the Sarros allegations. (!Memo from 

Legat to Ambassador,. 2/23/66, CIA #571; WX-7241 Entry #455, 

p. 9·5, CIA #722:-J ':Pn.i:sAnemo report~d'that "extensive invest'i­

gation" failed to disclose that Oswald had traveled to 

Mexico prior to September.26, 1963 and that no information 

had developed that would show that he 
'• 

.:!' 

New Orleans.in the early part of that 
, ~ k).. . 

repeated that no further action was being taken by the 
~p 

FBI because~ allegations had not been substantiated.('~;J) 

) 

-~~---· 
. ( .-rt..<. -~-- ~- en ..... =~ o"" 

~ .. "~ ~ -rk. ~ 

.. . . q. ____ .. ____ ~-.,, ~ G-v-t 'o~------·· . 
marginal comment~ntry in WX-7241 says, 

11 How can it be ascertained that Oswald did n·ot travel 

to Mexico prior to early Sept. 63? There must be some 

basis for Elena's reporting." (IBID; referenced to 

Thomas' 12/25/65 memo.) 
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a memo to 

the CIA/COS reporti~g that a reliable confidential . 
. 

informant had reported that the records of the Hotel Vermont 

disclosed that "ElenaPaz1 housew~fe from San Luis Potosi" 

haa registered at the Hotel Vermont on November ·23, 1963 • . 
She left on November The memo said that "the 

above individual)may be identical with Elena 
Ct'-·' / 

Garro de Paz." (Memo from L~gat to Winston Scott, 10/13/66, 

CIA No. 564; WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725; Thomas' 

. 7/13/66 memo.) ~c. ...... 

;r, ,,,/-f, .. J,·,.., .... .. .-~. ( 

(II'~ .. J. .t ..; ... yu 

s-~....;J::.... 
Charles Thomas' 12/25/65. memo s.ai.Q., "She (Elena) 

and her daughter did not personally register at the hotel. 

She thinks Calvillo registered them as relatives or friends 

of his from San Luis Postosi." (Memo of Conversation by 

Charles Thomas, 12/25/65, p. 3, CIA #582.)?\ 

~entry for the 10/13/66 Legat memo in WX-7241. 

bore the notation "This is what Elena claimed and no one · 

would believe her." (WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725.) 
........... _____________ .. 
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No further reports on Elena's'story were generated 

until 1969 when Charles Thomas was "s,elected out." 

("Selected out" is a phrase used when an officer is retired 

after having been in one grade for the. maximum period of 

time and is not 'considereCl qualified .for promotion to a 

higher. grade).~ Then, he' wrote a ~ttaar ai:~.d memorandum 
. . 1,.1\-.ic..h \·~~ ~(j_ .. .JU ("-~,.. ..,s.Ja...1:,~7) 

to ,,the Secretary of State s.a.;ring, "Since I was the Embassy 
Q c ~ \,1 i f't d ' ' ' 

Officer in Mexico who acquired.this intell~gence information, 

I feel a responsibility for seei~g·it thro~gh to its final 
.--------·--·--·-------------- ----------- .............................. -----------------· 

evaluation." 
. ,·. 

(State D~pt.: Letter. from Charles Thomas to 

William Rogers, Sec~etary--c,;f state, July 2_~, 1969) .. '111illi;::ii'fiiteiie 
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House Select committee on Assas·si·na:tion 

Investigation of Elena 'Garro's Allegat·i·o·ns 

The House Select Committee on Assassinations 

... 
' .. 

.: :·. 

.. ,. ':·· .. .. 

investigated Elena Garro's story both through file reviews 

and personal interviews. The Committee req~ested and 
.. 

reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State Department~Files, when 
~ 

.i::bey mdstea, on Elena Garrc) de Paz, Elenita Garro de Paz, 

Manuel Calvillo, Noe W. Palomares, June Cobb Sharp, 

Victor Rico Galan, Eunice Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia Duran, 

Ruben Duran, Betty Serrates, Horatio Duran, Eusebio Azcue, 

and Emilio Carballido. Only the Elena Garro de Paz file 

contained information on her allegations. Though all the 

names listed above played a role in Elena Garro de Paz' 

story, not one of their files included a reference to 

Elena Garro de Paz. 

Furthermore, the House Select Committee on Assassina-

Committee on Assassinations learned tha W-----------~was l 

. ···' . : 

June Cobb Sharp who first reported Elena's allegation. (Supra p. 4) 

The Committee also learned tha as]Manuel Calvillo 

who hid Elena Garro and her daughter in a hotel the day 
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following the assassination; ··(supra p. 13) .. He also told Elena that 

Sylvia Duran had been arrested before ii! 'iHI:S public 
I . . 4 ~ .f.........:c 1...-1..-~ 

knOWledge o l,F o.' 

..,)~~ 
Since a file review loaa ;aowhere, the Committee 

decided to arrange interviews in Mexico with Sylvia Duran, 

Elena Garro, Elenita Garro, Horacia Duran, Ruben Duran, 

Lynn Duran, Emilio Carbillido and Betty Serrates. The 
. ~ ~ s;..t,..::c t; ... ;ct;..r.... ,._ 1l-"' . ·- ::t:. ... 

Mexican Government informed·~ that Elena and Elenita 
\ 

Garro ~disappeared in 1968 during the student uprisings 
~ 

and ~ never returned to Mexico. The officials stated 

that Elena and her daughter might be in Spain. (See Mexico 
-'1"\v_. /-f ..t.K• -~ ,..,_ 'k""' · + ~4.-l ·{·L -t 

City Procedural Write-up Trip 1.) Emilio Carballido 
<.r.4 · o) 

could not be found. The others were interviewed between 
" l I 1 ~ i 

June 1 and June 6, 1978 •• , 1 

Betty Serrates, Lydia Duran, Ruben ·Duran, and Horatio 

Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing type and 

therefore did not attend any of the twist parties at the 

Duran homes. (See: HSCA Staff Interview of Betty Serrates, 

6/6/78, p. 6, JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff 

Interview of Lydia Duran, 6/5/78, p. 6, JFK Document No. 

; HSCA Staff Interview of Ruben Duran-Navarra, 

6/6/78, p. 16, JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff Inter-

view of Horatio Duran Navarro, 6/5/78, p. 25, JFK Document 

No. y . 
Mhen Sylvia Duran was asked if Elena or Elenita Garro 
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ever att~nded twist parties at the Duran homes, ~he s~d 

~ she recalled Elena attending one twist party at 
.-tLc ~-

Ruben's home in 1963 when~ returned to Mexico from . 
France. (HSCA Staff Interview of Sylvia Triado Bazan, 

6/6/70, p. 90, JFK, Document No. '·to. ) All the Durans 

denied that.Lee Harvey Oswald- had attend~d any party at 

[ . 1.:) one of their homes. · .S.ffl.vj c,-._.<1 

The Committee next asked 
~ .s.f-ft1r. 

Agency to prov~de £or interviews 
Central Intelligence 

(~an1.1e1 _· 

Calvillo), I ~June Cobb),. alorig with a list of 
LJ"'o W~~ ... Y 1,""4 ~o. ... il l ... .{.. ........ J.i•'" fti ... +O'.I --4-'o 

other assets)t:hat might hel~ clea:r -~ Lee Harvey Oswald~ 
trip to Mexico City. ( 

~-L ~·~~ ~ . ... . .. .. . +t.,;._ ~ 6-' ;:.::.4 
The Agency declined to aid the cot!Ut\ittee~ :-~x~-~. 

.. ·: .. · .. ··. __ ...;._;, _________________ _ 
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ment told the Committee tha~ June Cobb Sharp received a 

tourist permit, number 72781, on June 27, 1947 when she 

entered Mexico through Nuevo LaredQ She asked, but was 

denied.,. perm,ission to represent the magazine, Modern Mexico. 

On Jun;~,4~ .s~.t::c;~~;;:,.:l~~;;~~~trmit, number 

t 25556. SAe disappeared in 1954 .and never returned to 
,si...-

Mexico.·. (See Procedural Writer~. Trip 2 Mexico City} The 
. b~ ~~ ;-- o-• (~ ~ -H....;., ~· 

Committee )'m.ows ~.information· is incorrect. e 
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·"r 

The Mexican government told the Committee that 
0 

Manuel Calvillo did not live at Cu.a.hte·nioc- 877-5 as the 

Committee had stated. Their agent.· in cha:t"ge had spoken 

to the superinten¢ient at the apartments for the past 

twenty-five.years who said that no Manuel Calvtllo had 

ever.:· resided there. 'i1hen Committee staffers gave the 

Mexican government Calvillo's pen name, the Mexicans 

gave the. same answers. (See Procedural Write Mexico City 

Trip 2) The Committee is quite certain that Mr. Calvillo 

lives at this address since it acquired the address from 

a recent CIA document. (c.t~Ilqo.-t1 l"'l1't.1 M ...... IJ«/ C41" 1''· ~·'~, .aot- ) 
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