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Elena Garro de Panwas born of Spanish parents in 1y d

o
AN Adyomati 2i | n s Gwec ~ € ¢

¥ : § o PO‘O rA LR D"f‘. - Pr(faft./ b‘]
Puebla, Mexico on December 11, 1%17.  Ms. Garro éttended ehacles

the National Autonomous University of Mexico and later et
did graduate'wbrk at Berkley in California and at the
University of Paris. In 1963, Elena had long been marriéd
to Octavio Paz;ba-career diplomatbwho is also one of
Mexico's finest poets and leading intellectuals. When
Octavié was named Mexican Ambassador to India, the couple
gseparated by mutual consent. Elena's daughter, also
named Elena, has always resided with her mother.

Since Elena spent seventeén years of her early
life in Europe she had a rather un-Mexican objectivity
about hervnative land and had a rebutation‘for being one
if its more articulate détractots. At the same time,AElena
was considered emotionally cgmmitted‘to many aspects of
Mexican life and made an important contribution to its
artistic development.

In the 1960's Elena became a significant writer.

Hogar Solido, El' Rey Mago, La‘SeﬁBr&'en‘su'Balcon, Ventura

are plays that have had appreciatlve audlences in Europe,
where they were translated into German, as well as in Mexico.
Ms. Garro's short stories are collected in a volume called

La Semana de Colores. The Literacy Supplement of the London

Times has called her novel, Los Recuerdos de Porvenir, "a
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splendid success,fr¢Critics have said of her: "For
Elena Garro, there is no frontier between reality and
fantasy; in any case, the latter is a second reality—-‘
perhaps more intense-- to which one may penetrate without
passport or forewarning, thanks to the effectiveness of‘
a literafure éireg with passion, flavor and life."J:Many
people who knew Elena have asserted that the frontier
between reality and fantasy is also difficult for her to

: oo Elens Carrs de A2
distinguish in real life. [Biegeaphy D=t=Frrm'prcpared by charles Thouas

Ms. Garro, for many years, was an active worker in

» e
the Confederacion Nacional Campesina (CNC), the agrarian

arm of the Partido Reformista (PRI). Because Ms. Garro

was a tireless propagandist and agitator on behalf of the
poorer Mexican éeasants, she was on close personal terms
with and enjoyed the respéct of peasant leaders. from all
over the country. ( k)

Elena was cbnsidered a witty, urbane and opinionaﬁed
woman with an unflagging sense of humor. Her forth?ight
opinions and sharp wit tended dn occasion to ruffle feathers
in Mexico, but hér important social, literacy, and political
connections rendered her fairly immune from serious counter-
attack until 1968. Then, Ms. Garro wés forced to flee the

country with her daughter, Elenita and her sister, Deba

" Guerrero de Galvan, in the midst of the student strikes.

e Houvse Secleet Conmmitice o0 Ass«ssln-.n""-uﬁ has been wnable +

ctin Mexi .
determine the evact reasen Mas Garrs had £ Klee ) frree

Ly
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Before_he:,qisappearance from Mexico, Elena was
well disposed toward the United States and had been
friendly with Embassy officers. Her broad range ofAsignifi-

cant personal friends, the views of many important to the

American Embaésy, made her a useful Embassy target.y Through-
out the early 1960's she was carried as a target in the
Embassy's Youth Program. : )

Americaq Embassy employees dealing with Elena

believed that despite her access to the uriderground happenings
he ¢

in MeXiCO, i =7 : Teasantey 4 B Ol tendency
while She reperted Leegoea

to romant1c1ze developments iﬁ—feperttng-eﬁ~%hem-made it

edalvate her overatl  ceedibility.

difficult at_t;mes—te—&etermtne—what—degree—of—efedence
te—place—on—what-tight—truly—be—useful—and-cenerete—information.
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T THéAStbryzisjnot‘as detailed as the 10/5/64 version.

There is no mention of DebavGarro.Guerrero Galvan. The : -
story, perhaps because it is third hand, differs from the ;3

previous story in two areas? ~The party was at the Cuban

Embassy nbt.athuben Duran'

sg Elena talked to a Cuban

'Embassy OfflClal not one of her cousins about the three

Americans. . . . ,
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..Elena was. questioned regarding the- ldentity of other'
persons attending ‘the party at the Ruben Duran home who
might have been in a position to observe the three Americans.
Elena staﬁed that in thevcourse of the party her daughter
met a,?ﬁﬁ?@ magn named "Alejendr0“<at‘the party and danced

Cobidp-37
with him. He was, apparently quite smitten with the

daughter and t:%ed to’ call her on several occasions after
bdP3
the party$~ The daughter did not take the calls and as

a result "Alejandro" wrote several letters to the daughter.

Ms. Garro exhibited two of the letters, as well as a

business card which identified the young man as Ario Alejandro

Lavagnini Stenius. (mxnyz)

e s ety <,




The 1étter which Ms. Garro saild was the first

'written by the young man to her daughter bore the date

September 1, 1963 and the Mexico City Post Office postmark

September 2, 1963. When Ms. Garro was told this she

commented that frobably’the Communists ha$é facilities

for falsifying postcards. (IBID)

To inveStigate Ms. Garro's story,the Federal

e
Bureau interviewed Ario Alejandro Lavagnini Stenius on

November 27, 1964. (IBID?? ﬁava%nini recalled that there
Qere approximately thirty people at the Ruban Duran party,
few of whom he knew. He recalled having met a Mexican girl
who had réééntly returned from living in France. He was \
unable to fix the date of the party,. but felt it was
probably‘early in September because of a heavy rain which

occurxed as they were leaving the party about 2:00 a.m.

(IBID. p. 4)
Li q

Lavagnini noted no Americans present at this party;
He was familiar With the appearance of Lee Harvey Oswald
because of pﬁblicity'followipg the assassination’of’President
Kennedy but otherﬁise.had no knowledge of him and had never
seen him exqept-for nevs phdtpgraphS'félloYing th¢«§§§§§%}na"
clon, (. p: 0 [t S0y B
“- There is no indication on the document that this

information was given to the Central Intelligence Agency's

Mexico City Station.

-
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On 12/10/65 Charles Thomas, a political officer
at the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum abeut a
conversation with Elena Garro de Paz. (CIA #586~587, |
WX-7241 Entry No. 425, p. 91, CIA No. 718. ) The meeting
with Elena had been about other matters but she mentioned
knowing Oswald. Thomas noted that she was reluctant to
talk but did. C/&d)

Elena's story reported here is the same, but with
) ” ‘ d“““ Itlf,‘v
more details, as that given in the[ Memo. She
STese Sesos a (a Fricdr—avrewTE O.mals)

said that General Clark Flores, Silvia Duran, Eusebio

(Cb“" Comsvl 3 Hevico Coby Co pro- Commronist woibor Frtcmd o § tha vymﬂ3>
Azcue, Emilio Carballido, and a Latin American Negro man

(knfr.‘f"?'seb )

with red hair were at the party. A marginal comment by this

entry in WX-7241 says, "How did Elena know about a red-haired
Negro?" Elena also told Thomas that she had later learned

that Silvia Duran had been "Oswald's mistress while he

was there." (A note by this entry in WX~7241 says "How

did Elena Garro know- about Silv:La being the mistress of
Oswald?? This is 1965)31... M—«—c c:,e7 s+.t.*a did et Man

e e T » D %_‘_. u..::c..l.. a..l7 l’g‘) ,.r{uv[« craA
e /3]"-‘0""““""1 [%;M[Jvhﬂélr]—b—u ot He

W M[Llﬁ- ”‘/3]»-"';'

2 \._..___——-—-w~_

Elena told Thomas that she and her daughter had

| gone to the Cuban Embassy 4n November 19635 Mde

oo d . " 1 lts at
d "assasins" and other insults
the—vates—they shOufftem‘JA # S3L-587, Wrrzdl, €atey dh.uzs, po3, CIA Ne, '718']

the Embassy employees. Sher%—ly—a—fter—th—.;:i:rgcﬁﬂsnt a

friend, Manuel Calvillo, an official in the Gobernacion,

took her and her daughter to a small hotel in the center




e, {

of Mexrco Clty. They were kept there for eigh; days 1
. . (o b :J
under the pretext that they were in danger. Elena

claimed to have told Calvillo that she wanted to tell

Cobid
her story to the American Embassy. Calvillo dissuaded

her by telling her that the American Embassy wes full

~

. " .h-‘ ‘ -
of Communist spiesf Elena said that some of the other

people who. had been at the party were takeh to Veracruz :
bid; l

Hoees Salact
..where they were "protected" by Governor Lopez Arias, ['3L~ .

she said that Ruben Duran, reportedly "protected" by

General Clark" Flores, was very prosperous and was driving

a big car. fcM Hseees8Y, Wroares, Entiyne s, £, "”’Z’L-foy

C’L B d.’Sc clm‘ ' "”‘Dlran dotd hee M.):H..s o, Eder

-Hs&“" kc ue: '»;.-r raafly a (‘.mm._n:s‘f and thet
... G._J.S_e..ii.r_n,s-&-.t.n._ - .

iPAY J?Lr See QLILJ

CE;e'COS wrote e%note on the memo Which‘says: "What | %,.
an imagination she has!?! Should we send to Headquarters?" |
The Officer replied, "Suggest'sending., There have been
stories around town about all this, and Thomas is not
only person she has talked to...If memory serves me, didn't

[LICOOKIE)refer to oSwald and the 1oca1 leftlsts and Cubans

. .-

in one of her squibs?" (cIA No. 588, note from S@)to cos.)




against the pro-

S:G:Y”WOuld be checked withy

duction frdm[ipe Cuban surveillance operati?éa"and other
L iasten v
sources."  (IBID.) Scott wrote, next to the routing

~

indications on the cable, "Please ask Charles Thomas &fHéﬁyy
it
if he'll "follow-up". Get questions from Anne G. Please

let's discuss. Thanks." .

After the December 10 mémorandumﬂ%onversations/
Winston Scott (Chief/Station) and Nathan Fefris.(Legal
Attache) called C. Thomas for a meeting. They asked him
to'get a more detailed replay of Ms. Garro's stoiy.. At
this meeting Winston Scott made it clear that the FBI
had full responsibility for any further investigation in

the Oswald case. (State Dept:‘letter'from Charles Thomas

to William P. Rogers, July 25, 1969, JFK Doc. # )
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Thomas met with'Elena'again on December 25, 1965.
The same date he wrote a memorandum of conversation which

provided a much more detailed aqﬁhdiﬂﬁggsa restatement of

Ms. Garro's alleged encounter with Lee Harvey Oswald and
subsequent developments. (CIA Nos. 580~583; WX?7241, Entry

4427, p. 92, CIA $#719)
, Elena admitted. that she had spoken to two men aiz*‘}’
the Embassy " (presumably from the Legal Attache's Office)."ClUJ=
The popre 2 cccvreed o~ MOV.24, 195¢ 9 '
Shalsaid that she did not tell them the %@gf% story
because "the Embassy officers did not give much credence

+° Aw\l‘\“lw;vl1 she o nd Clenita SA,:'J.\\ (b Cta pes 5’8"':83}' -

qagl, Entry F 427, f-92 coa® 7/9)

| B

??e stated that the party had b;;;-;é Ruben Dﬁran's
home.cwghe was unclear about the date of the partyfmuzt
was a few days before the Soviet Astronaut, Gagarin,
visited Mexico; she thought that this would put the party
‘around September 2 or 3, 1963.bméhe believed that the party

was on a Monday or Tuesday because it was an odd night for

calender to refresh her memory at the time of the interview

because the_calender,was in a desk that had been stored

away . L.b:ﬂ




During the conversatlon Elena descrlbed Oswald

, . ¢ ;tio)
and his companions. The man who she thought was Oswald
159
wore a black sweater. She saild he was quiet "and stared a

¢18)
lot at the floor." One of his companions "was very tall

and slender and had long blond hair which hung across his
foreheadf He had a gaunt face and a rather long protruding
chin.f'uéhe other companion was also tall, with short, ‘

light brown haif and no FEaddey distinguishing characteristics.(ibi¢)
The three Americans did not dance or mix with the other
‘guests.'hglena saw the same three men on the street the

next day. (IBID.)

| f-Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacio Duran,

SllVla Duran, Lydia Duran, Deba Guerrero, General Clark

Flores and his mistress, a doctor from Dalinde Hospital,

1
S G

i i

i

3

i

!

i

H

i
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a young American couple who were honeymooning in Mexico,

o bid)
and several other people werg at the party She said ‘

that Ricardo Guerra, whom she claims c¢nverted Horatio

Duran to Communism, and his wife, Rosario Castellanos,

o +tend
were supposed to be at the party but did not eakews=tp.

IBID. atleqed
( )6(«“ ;.Ja:kd Hest

The red-haired man and Emilio Carballido were not
at the party that Oswald attended but at another party

where Carballido and Azcue ??t into a heated argument
c,‘,:J
about President Kennedy. "They came to the conclusion

that the only solution was to kill him." (IBID.) Elena

was ﬁbt clear on whether this party was before or after

& J)')‘Lc. thvie Saleet Coman. 4 £

the party where she met Oswald.¢ Cotcbie Avcve shabed #habid 404 wst eccurd

- {e coafire e € nutr.t-u" s,
hes been wmatble o cv befuron feve o Covballid o

Elena said that Carbailido "ig a known Castro

L bid)
agent in Mifico." After the assassination he spent a year
, b7 N . : : .
in Cuba. He then got a job teachlng at Rutgers University
» PUEN (X [N bee~
‘Eﬁggu%?‘gy. Jggf Vasque; Amaral. (bid), The Hovse Seleak Commbhec hes
fxma reebtrs «d

SL\@
Zhe 1nc1dent at the Cuban Embassy, where £tena and

her daughter shouted "assassins", etc., at the Embassy

employees, occured on November 23rd at or about 3:00
pod)
p.m.(J Elena and Elenita were driven to the Cuban Embassy

by Elena's brother who was embarrassed by-their behavior. (b

This occured before. they had seen photographs of Oswald. <90
f(,s C.gfro a‘«.(mt‘ "’LA—“’

Laterryggg day ;E??g"ﬁere visited by Manuel Calvillo

who told them that they were in serious danger from the

Communists. and that he would take them to a small hotel,




4
(i
where they would be safe, for a few days. Elena said

i
she trusted and believed Calvillo because he was a

HLF Can "“““‘J
known undercover agent for the Gehgnnaeeen
o Hinatere ¢ Covns g b ";
also a friend of Noe Palomareé and?Qustavo Diaz Ordaz blé)
fre

Cali¥villo also told Elena and her daughter that Silvia

Duran had been arrested. Duran's arrest was not public
) on Nodewber 23,4903

information at—the—time. (1bi4)
Elena could not remember the name of the hotel so th-t *°™<

Y}uhddzshe took Thomas to the section of Mexico City where she

i)
thought it was.‘p They found the hote1l (" It was the Vermont

¢6:4)
Hotel, Calle Vermont 29. Elena said that she assumed
that Calvillo had registered them as relatives or friends. ¢.é-d)

They stayed at the hotel until the following Friday, Nov.

ol e piyritp
30, 1963 hardly leaving their rooms. ¢ 9‘)(~S“'uﬁfé¥b“¥5%%% / j>

g,:.&u-r €leaida

€lena elr™y While they were at ‘the hotel they saw the photos
- of Oswald and realized that he had been the man at Ruben
CChd)
Duran's party. ‘When Calvillo visited them at the hotel

Elena told him that she wanted to report it to the

hewyer,

-American Embassy) Calvillo dissuaded her by stating
(o) € leas steted thet
that the American Embassy was full of Communists. Mhen

ghe
Bltena returned te-her home, guards were posted outside.C )

Mzw Gariv o M.

Gux~¢auqc4~xfter she returned home E&ena saw her sister,

. wko e .“he(.u-*“f
Deba Guerrera) pe®a had a%eo come to the same conclusion.

ceavd

srdesenaentiy-of-Erona. Deba was "terrlfledg" klpprox1mately

L
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two months after the assassination two "communists" hed
p(rSem-I/y S arald
visited—Dbeba—and—threatened her never to reveal that
X 1% ¥
she had been to a party with Oswald. 'Deba, consequently,

would not accompany Elena to the American Embassy to tell

her storye-~ Mov.24, t9¢8, (-b"“)

Elena said that a few days after the assassination
Emilio Carballido took the Duran's to Jalapa, Veracruz and

"kept them out of the way ?ntll the initial shack of the
s

The Howee Select Covmen ¢ Hbee hag been vnable +

assassination wore off."

tao fiven Ms .- bavea’s o llematrane

le; A - .
Elena also gigﬁéthat shortly after the assassination

an American named June Cobb spent several days in her
lé) »/\.( el / ":&'
house." Ms. Cobb had been sent to Elena by a mutual friend,
x &) '
Eunice Odio. PR

While Ms. Cobb was at B%enaﬁs house she expressed an interest
‘:J) "s.“7£(1.-<. Horg Al 75‘ J

in the Kennedy assassination. Debg got drunk eme—might

. Q.J) :

and told Ms., Cobb the entire storyG Ms. Cobb wanted them
. 5 :

to go to the American authorities.r Claiming to be a CIA

aquEbJ&QbQ;EdViSEa:§§aiHbL going - the-AmerTeafrRubassy .

Csbb

St suggested that Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell thelr
b4

story. When her suggestlon was rejected, Cobb said that

—

she would arrange a meetlng w1th the CIA Station Chlef.“\

The meeting did not occur because Ms. Cobb was asked to
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.._._,.—-——-—‘—“""’1"W'*“ Tt ' Pag ¥ efrea
¢lean clamed Ruben Duran visited Etena amgund the end of
Ccrh wus, B iy, M 1Y), €ntey % y21, P92, CrA 4 7 9

January, 1964. He was worried that Oswald's v1sit to

[

his home might be discovered and that he might lose
his Mexican citizenship( Ruben told Elena that it had
been SllVla who had gotten hlm involved with Oswald. bbd)

Rubefl added that he was not really -a communist  and

. ey

had opposed the assassination. (. l”‘);c bt D vt sk ,,a:J-r—]. #IC A Holirnns |
SEk Dr & '

?’“l' Elena said that she had told her story to Noe

Palomares of the Gobernacion about six months after the
. \6d) o

assassinatione He advised against going‘to the American

‘Embassy and told her that if she did anything at all

Pt s4bee sp-kc .
, ihif"?ﬂ‘.‘&f‘u‘}‘eiﬁ}wriE?,.?.,n ARORNIONS ASEET L e of Woe lomues

FEk b, %;Elena stated that it was "common knowledge"
— [CrA WsS. SE-SBI; WV, Entry “ v-z?jqz
" that Silvia had been Oswald's mistress. When asked who'A"‘”‘W9

could verlfy the allegation she could only remember one
person who had- told her thig.' That person was Victor

g‘ta 6‘{4»\ i s Jctc‘.

Rico Galan, a " ro-Castro journalist," 1b:4- b&L~

"ﬂ»( Cos v mis H!( (00?& o o vees C7J M3, Carrel d.llc’..'f ‘1 D / :}
During these conversations Elena also said that T

she "understood" that oSwald had been in Mexico moxr:

than ohce. 6$EE§\) é%-i)

Vl,nuA LM r .futuw &T a J'LIA— ',. Anf‘T ,,,;G.acta.(.
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Subsequent to December 25, 1965 Thomas wrote in
the Dec. 25, 1965 memo that Elena had found her calendar
and had reconstructed the date of the party as late 42

C1A Noo: S¥O-S¥3 L WK vl Eatrg 2y 2, p 9B, ciA ¥ ]
September not early September. When Thomas went to :
Ferris"office and informed him, Ferris replied that

Elena had given the late September date when she had afyefed _:
( P8/ xcf'r*:g pec Mo Y
se P S

originally reported her story at‘the American Embassy. Fey

-(tu#‘s

.However, Mr. Ferris explalned that someone who had been |

at the party had stated that there were no Americans !
Lb' _\-1[“"11‘ wa s

there. Mr. Ferris did not revezl that Ario Alejandro e, ;

Lavagnlnl Stenius Ferris had provided this information&¢ﬁ~ f )

Mr. Ferris suggested that it wasinot necessary for Thomas

to pursue the matter since he considered the Oswald case i Dic. jl
[Fb1 Repot, afsafeq , e0 3% TEL T j

closed and had heard all the rumors before. (BRED )
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On December 27, 1965 the Legal Attache umete a

memo to the Ambassad%pemi%ena. EMemo to the
Ambassador from the -Tiegal Attache, 12/27/65, CIA #578;

WX-7241 Entry #429, p. 94, CIA #7213 Thi-s—iweane.Of

T S e T S R I N B e

w reportéd‘] that Elena and her

viewed on 17 and 24 November 1964 ¥ The memo said that
é/um-v‘ bym davshfor

tdsmy furnished J.nformation similar to that in Thomas' _
'12/10/65 memo. The keget memo gees-—on—to—-s*ay "Ingquiries

conducted at that time, (November '64) however, failed to

daughter were inter-

substantiate'the'allgagat'ions made by Mrs. Garro de Paz and
her daughter. - In view of the fact that Mrs. Garro de Paz'
alleéatiq_gs have been pre.viousl'y:_che'cked dut without

substantiation, no further action is being taken concerning

her recent repetition‘of those allegations." (IBID.)
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-lnterV1ew and the _ /,to substantiate Elena's story.

e <8 3 cable

#430, p. 94, CIA #721,

k€l gkfx sfCicels failore

The cable promxse& to keep Headquarters advised lf any
¢4
further lnformatlonuzs developed. (IBID.)

2ﬁ>ﬁﬁ§§$@2@ a0/5/64tmemo is attached to

this cable. WX-7241 explains this ES' sEXPEyy in

marginal comment, "Thls document by kas not in

(Oswald's file), but was copied from (a project flle)
and attached to Mexi 5741, 29 Dec. 65." (IBID.)

A note %%é%ggigbto this cable by[Allen.Whi‘te]statedl
"I don't know what fBI did in Nov 64, but thelGarro's
have been~talking about this for'a.longltime and she is
said to be extremely bright. ‘Ann Goodpasture'wrote that
the FBI had found Elena's allegations unsubstantiated but
that "we will‘try to confirm or refute Mrs; Garro de Paz's
information and follpw:up.“. Win Scott wrote, "She is also

'nuts'." (IBID; CIA #574)

i
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On February 3, 1966 Anne Goodpasture seft Thomas' Decembes 15

memo to the Cuban section with an attached note asking
. them to check whether Elena was "seen creatlng such a

%f dlsturbance as they claimed in front of the Cuban

éf Embassy. " (Note from”Ann qudpasture to "Cubans", ;
_, 2/3/66, CIA No. 579; WX-7241, Entry 428, p. 94, CIA $721.)
ﬁ One Cuban sectien officer responded;,"No belis | L
;% ring with me."_ Another one wrote "Me neithef." The

third officer wrote "No pictures elther. (IBID.) {?here : ?

is no indlcatlon that the[penetration agents in the Cuban

¥

. &l(nés al"J"f o
Embassy]were querled about thts (IBID,} That hat there are

- no pictures is reasonable since Elena claimed that the

event happened: 'l;) on a Saturday at 3:00 p.m. when

the Cuban Embassy was not normally photographically
, survellled and 2.) the "dlsturbance" occured inside the
.Cuban. compound;‘ HSCA Examination of . the CIA Cuban Embassyv
'photographlc surveillance showed no surveillance on 11/23/63.

(Class1f1ed Summary of Staff Review of CIa Documents,

undated, P. 3, CIa #763: o 5?
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On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the

Ambassador regarding—the—Garros—attegatiens. [}Memo from

Legat to Ambassador,).
p. 95,
gation" failed to diséiose that Oswald had ;raveled-to

Mexico prior to Septehber.ZG, 1963 and that no information
had §eveloped that would‘show that he had not been i

New brleans in the eagly part of that month.

2/23/66, CIA #571; WX-7241 Entry #455,
CIA #722?2}\E?és=memo repor€; that "extensive investi-

"The memo

repeeted that no further action was being taken by the

FBI because “her allegatlons had not been substantiated.{: 6

|

~§§%Li;%;L aizk4l¢,.5nw*‘AuL,a c;#7.”75:_¢i~wduua;tA,J4cﬁﬂ%r~uiﬁ

L CJj St . [ Tle Heueo.. Sl Commitio Om

HOoansometins MWM@#MW”*%

s ﬁnwvaJer ot Ctéqu

o 32; K A —
marglnal commentwénggﬁaﬂgntry in WX-7241 says,

"How can it be ascertained that Oswald did not travel

to Mexico prior to early Sept. 63? There must be some

basis for Elena's reporting." (IBID; referenced to

Thomas'
1

o

4

1

i

12/25/65 memo.)
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On 10/13/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to
: the CIA/COS reportlng that a reliable confidential

L ' 1nformant had reported that the records of the Hotel Vermont

dlsclosed that "Elena. Paz, housewife from San Luis Potosi™

% hag registered at the Hotel Vermont on November 23, 1963.

i3 She left on November 30, 1963. The memo said that "the

above lndlvidual ma
(ord
- Garro de Paz."

Y,Or may not be identical with Elena

(Memo from Legat to Winston Scott, 10/13/66,

3 CIA No. 564; WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725; ’I‘homas'

(L 7/13/66 memo.) (The House Sclect Committee

® . ASSQS.S"»\&-"W‘S

: Crvadral T ke Bigen " .
has  been ‘uu‘«.b‘c 4o dedermine why the CiAamd 1enre Age r]

and f‘Lc Federal Boreav o f J.'aaa#v']‘#on  waided wats 17'44'./.,
uwcsl-:r\'fc this 4:’?!"' QJF mnc.r S 7)

§

Charles Thomes' 12/25/65 hemojziia, "She (Elena)
and her daughter did not personally register at the hotel.
| She thinks Calvillo registered them as relatives or friends
of his from San Luis Postosi." (Memo of Conversation by

Charles Thomas, 12/25/65, p. 3, CIA #582.)
(The

e entry for the 10/13/66 Legat memo in WX-7241 gg

bore the notatlon "This is what Elena clalmed and no one -

would belleve her." (WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725.)

Nia e b vmlayie
i
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No further reports on Elena's story were generated
until 1969 when Charles Tnomas was "selected out.”
("Selected out" iSiaphrase used when en officer is retired
after having been in one grade for the maximum period of

time and is not'considered'qualified'for promotion to a

{
higher grade). E Then, he wrote a %e;%ea—aad memorandum

. jovtr (xthr shetivng
tothe Secretary of State saying ‘"Since I was the Embassy

acquifed

Officer in Mexico who acquired,this intelligence information,

I feel a- responsibility for seeing it through to its final

- .

evaluation." (State DePt.:.Letter from Charles Thomas to

William Rogers, Secfetat?“bf“state,<Ju1y 25, l96§>.!]ﬂ=ﬁie
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Page=55

: T
House Select Committee on Assassination

Investigation of Elena'Garro‘S‘A11Egations

The House Select Committee on Assassinations
investigated Elena Garro's story both through file reviews
and per#dnal interviews. The Committéé requested and
reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State DepartmenﬁﬂFiles, when

aved S _
they-existed, on Elena Garro de Paz, Elenita Garro de Paz,
Manuel Calvillo, Noe W. Palomares; June Cobb Sharp,
Victor Rico Galan, Eunice Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia Dufan,
Ruben Duran, Betty Serratos, Horatio Duran, Eusebio Azcue,
and Emilio Carballido. Only the Elena Garro de Paz file
contained information on her allegations. Though all the
names listed abOve played a role in Elena Garro de Paz'
story, not one of their files included a reference to
Elena Garro de Paz. ‘

Furthermore, the House Select Committee on Assassina~

tions requested and reviewed the Central Intelligence

Agency's and

files. Once again not one of the files included :

a‘mention of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select

Committee on Assassinatiqns learned thaq' was ]

June Cobb Sharp who first reported Elena's allegation. (Supra ﬁ. 4)

The Committee also learned that vé%]Manuel Calvillo

who hid Elena Garro and her daughter in a2 hotel the day



following the assassination.

EJL First Draft

P27

(supra p. 13) He also told Elena that

Sylvia Duran had been arrested before -is—wes public
- , L Hin fat bot fecme
knowledge. L' ®” ) L
. O e W . .
Since a file review lead-newhere, the Committee
decided to arrange interviews in Mexico with Sylvia Duran,
Elena Garro, Elenita Garro, Horacio Duran, Ruben Duran,
Lynn Duran, Emilio Carbillido and Betty Serratos. The
Mot Hosntr Sl Lo,
Mexican Government informed ws that Elena and Elenita
Garro hsgdb disappeared in 1968 during the student uprisings
and he&d never returned to Mexico. The officials stated
that Elena and her daughter might be in Spain. (See Mexico
. . A L MIAM gorn 't Aok IT
City Procedural Write—up Trip 1.) Emilio Carballido
8} ) - ' .
could not be founde The others were interviewed between
\\
June 1 and June 6, l978.LéA;
Betty Serratos, Lydia Duran, Ruben Duran, and Horatio
Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing type and
therefore did not attend any of the twist parties at the
Duran homes. (See: HSCA Staff Interview of Betty Serratos,
6/6/78, p. 6, JFK Document No. ; HSCA staff
Interview of Lydia Duran, 6/5/78, p. 6, JFK Document No.
; HSCA Staff Interview of Ruben Duran-Navarro,

6/6/78, p. 16, JFK Document No. : HSCA Staff Inter-

view of Horatio Duran Navarro, 6/5/78, p. 25, JFK Document

No. .)
QEEETSylVia Duran was asked if Elena or Elenita Garro



- Calvilld) ,

‘other asseté]that—mtght~he%p—c&ear TEE Lee Harvey Oswalds

. ) . . )
- The Agency declined to. aid the Committeev~@ G ==

EJL First Draft

ever attended twist parties at the Duran homes, sheeseated
that- she recalled Elena atﬁending.one twist party at

Ruben's home in 1963 when -sfre returned to Mexico from
France. (HSCA Staff Intérview bf Sylvia Triado Bazan,
6[6/70, p. 90, JFK, Document No. ) All the Durans

denied that Lee Harvey Oswald had attended any party at

one of thelr homes. [3*”*j°$.7

The Committee next asked tii Central Intelligence

Agency to pfthde—fer interviews . (Manuel

'June Cobb), along with a list of

Yho meay have ha?d taformadion pelated 4o

trip to Mexico Clty (
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~The Mexican govern- T

‘ment told the Committee that June Cobb Sharp received a
tourist permlt, number 72781, on June 27, 1947 when she
entered Mexico through Nuevo Lareda, She asked, but was il

denied, perm;ssion to represent the magazine, Modern Mex1co.

On. June 21, 1948
25556. She disappeared ln 1954.and never returned to

she recelved a courtes rmit, n
b o Y P ,ji ’ umber

v e AN 2] 'i?

Mexico. (See Procedural Writeup.Trip 2 Mexico City) The
bﬁld,MM""'O"““"&l'ﬂ'g-*HM Y)

Committee kaews she information is incorregt)

w.‘...,, e laer s 192 Cc;A ic.ond-/ mrg.w. afwé.,u, 20f = ) ;
= %) The Mexican government told the Committee that I

Manuel Calvillo did not live at Ctahtemoc'877-5 as the - N ﬁ
: Committee had'stated; Their agent in charge had spoken | i
to the superlntendent at the apartments for the past . ;
twenty-five years who said that no Manuel Calvillo had :
ever” resided there. When Committee staffers gave the

Mexican government Calvillo's pen name, the Mexicans

T ndeaf

gave the same answers. . (See Procedural Write Mexico City
Trip 2) The Committee is quite certain that Mr. Calvillo

lives at this address since it acquired the address from

a recent CIA document. (-Q(A' Repart, (977, HManve! C&/r}(la File, a0t )






