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VII. Analysis of Lee Harvey Oswald's activities in Mexico 

\ 
City 

A. Introduction 

THIS COPY IS tJO~r 
FOR RElEASE. 

After the Warren Commission -i-fwes ti-·3~ Liem published 

its report two very important allegations related to Lee 
<!..P.IV\L . 

Harvey Oswald's · activities in Mexico City ~orne to 

the attention of the United States investigative agencies. 

In 1964, Elena Garro de Paz report~d that she had seen Lee 

Harvey Oswald, accompanied by two other men, at a party 

\,,. at the home of Ruben Duran Navarro, the bro·ther-in-law of 

.1.~:;; . 
, .. , .. \ 
( 
\. 

·~~0 Silvia Duran. (..51oee Geelioii VI, e.) In 1967, Oscar Con-

treras Lartigue reported that he met Lee Harvey Oswald on 
foC..I 

the campus of the National Autonomous University of Mexico. 

(UNAl'-'1) . ~SCM~ ) !Y) ~"te.) 

In addition, the testimony of the Warren Commission's 

primary w~tness related to Mexico City, Silvia Tirado Duran, 
lo ~-c..-.-h<S flr •• ,l.,.+ -fl.£ ftc'f· I<> C. '2. 

has been called into quest_i..9n. j ( 8 ee 'iXarr_,D. Repo;:_t pp 2.99-
. . ·.·· .. -:-~~---

3~33_:_7361 ~pciSe~tlotts .I,: B, V, C, and VI,· A, ahol.>e.) 

lM\"qUil"'1 .a.l+i..e"'jl.., 
0 .f -fl...( 

k~ s. d t' '" I op-t d. 

I ,' ,. 
tl . . . 

!O/'f2-(0diR(t:L ______________ _. _________ _ 
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C!assifica·iiorJ: ___ _ 
Z(cO 

(Th!~ form is to be IJJed for rn~terio! extracted 

from CIA-controlled document"..·) 

10'-~ 
after the publication of the \-Jarren Report. (~gg ~oeti~s 

\"', Qam'l O"f'"o; .lJ iilil!aB ±esp:=:ctivel:y fO.Q.r de~jls~) 

The Garro and Contreras allegations in conjunction 
' , 

with the weakening of Ms. Duran's story raise three major 
I 

. (1) 'd 
questlons: dl Lee Harvey Oswald or an imposter visit the 

(z) 
Cuban Consulate in Mexico City?; other than his visits 

to the Cuban Consulate, what were Lee Harvey Oswald's acti~ 
(3) 

vities in Mexico City?; and, was Lee Harvey Oswald travel~ 

ling alone in Mexico? lThese three,questions de; of CeMee.,., 
. e.f.~. . 

overlap somewhat in detailj Por ena~p~, if Oswald was 

not ~veling alone, did one of his companions impersonate 
0
..,(-tl..t t('s 5 

him at the Cuban Consulate?~" Each of the three questions _ ... -------·· .,, 

~ill be dealt with in separate sections below. 

c 

of· .. ·the questions .. } ......... , ___________ _ 
·r.f?. ./ 

Inan attempt to answer the(questionsi:r:mse~e 

the House Select Committee on Assassinations has: l)inter-
/0{,<;· '.. '~"· .· 

i vie'lved Nexican and Cuban .citizens. who could have knmvledge 
~- ' } 

of Os\•7ald' s visits to the Cuban Consulate; 2) Intervie&ed 
. . /O(, 1 . . 
Bexican citizens vlhO could have knm•lledge of Os«;·Jald Is ac= 

tivities ~nd associations in Mexico City; 3) Conducted an 

extensive review of the files of the Central Intelligence 

,-) ~--> .. . . 
-~ .:' ',. : .. '· ·. 

C!ass:fi~d by derivation: --'-----
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Agency and the Federal Bureau of Investigation that pertain 
(.::>(,. S" 

to Os\·Tald' s sojourn in Mexico City. ~ 

B. Did Lee Harvey Osv1ald or an Imposter Contact 

the Cuban and Soviet Consulates in Mexico City? 

Lee Harvey Oswald himself probably visited the Cuban 

Consulate at least once since his application for a Cuban 
fl::> I., 

intransit visa bears his signature. (Cilc to Handwrifing 

...a:-r!criys-~!3'".) Though the Cuban Consulate allmved visa appli
[! j 

"(/cants to take blank applications out of the Consulate to 
. . ~~ 7 ?>~kd ~ 

be returned when compl~te~ Silvia Duran was certain that 
A.. /0 7/ 

Oswald signed the application in her presence. (H6Ci\ ±:Rt.er:- · 

~) Oswald's signature on the Cuban visa application, 

howe~er, does not by itself rule out the possi~ility 

that someone impersonated Oswald in contacts with the 
__./;. f 

Cuban and Soviet Embassies.---<;·· .. ;··~-~~--:-·:. 

An analysis of. the teiephone conversationsG;hich 

CIA'~ Mexico City Station intercepted by tapping the 

Soviet Consulate and the tele-

·phone) reveals that sorneone, later identified as Os\'V'ald, 

visited the Cuban Consulate at least two times and the 
I lo1'7l. 

~ 
J1 .... A .t 

~- ( .. t. 

Soviet Consulate at least. thre~ times. (&ce BeetitJ"I~ 

•' r. 
I . 
~? 



Classification: __________ _ 
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'---t;:f.;?~~"::"!'~ · ~ would tend to indicate that Oswald, or someone 

impersonating him, visited the Cuban Consulate at least 

;One and possibly hw additional times on September 27, 

1963. Silvia Duran says that Oswald first visited the 

Cuban Consulate at approximately 11~00 a.m. requesting 

an intransi t ·visa to Cuba 'i.vi th Russia as the final de
'"6~ 

stination. (~rmr ~: .. 1Lerv:i:ew, 67&178, t3TI€ 13oeamenL itGll.l.8Q!.). 

Ms. Duran sent Oswald to obtain photographs that he needed 

for the visa application~~~id., p. J~ 23.) Eusebio 

Azcue recalls that th-is visit probably occured on the 
;u t'). 

date on the visa application, 9/27/63. (Pn~b~i~I~·c~~t~e~s~t~i~l~ua~ny 

Eusebio :ftEmw, 9/18/98, p. 36=.) 

Ms~ Duran also stated that Oswald returned at ap-
. /o ~(.,.'-;-e •,; (;-

proximately 1:00 p.m. with four photographs. (~n:ra:n I.,n-
.. ; . ' . . .; ·.·: ·. . 

t.er:v~evr 1 · ~e,OS, .JFK Docnment · i\01 1~93.) Eusebio 

Azcue also stated that the individual later identif~ed 

as Os'.vald returned to the Cuban Consulate about l: 00 p.m. 

\•lith the photographs probably on "the date that appears 
,,<t'1 

on the application, that is to say on the 27th." ~Pnlo>li-e 

i Classifi~d by Jerivcticn: ___ : __ 
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-~ ' ment between Azcue and the individual p~cbably occured 
/c. fS )' 

during this visit. (See Sections V, C, and VI, B, above.) 

/ 
Ms. Duran stated that Oswald's third, and last visit, 

occured in the late afternoon after working hours on the 

27th _lv ~1ffl:l~ arr In~end eu 1 6/6/7 8, iH"'t{ ooc. # 6116 81 7 p 3 7.) 

'l'his visit i~ con~irmed by 4he CIA'~} tap on the Soviet ) 
. /v f o . . .tl. 

Consula·te .. (6ee al5ov9 l ) _..,. 

,.- rl addition to the alleged Oswald visits to the Con-

sulates, there were other telephonic contacts that may 
/011 

have been between Os,·lald, or an imposter, and the Consulates. 

(~ee-S.eetions iii, A, 1, and III, B, above.) 

Consul~te, and telephonic contacts with both Consulates 
,...-/ :~ ~~ ... ~~~, ,-.~~1.~ .. ..:.:--: 'I' ,;.;-r ... f-._,\.·;'"J :·, .:~ r.:;, ··•. 

-iHQ;j;;'Wt:e tha-I: the individual involved ~s not' Oswald·. 

a Duran's description of Oswald did not 
141t 

resemble Oswald's true physical appearance. +nse~ IRt~-

;.ri P'.M. of #s...ilvia Duran, 6/6/78 1 JFK Doc. #0166S..; ..Cite alae. --- . .. . . . 

This 

d~~scription, which appeared early in the reporting of in-,,. 

description of Oswald was similar to Silvia Duran's, but 

Ckmifi~d by deriva~ior.: ___ _ 

_/; 
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/ o'7"( 

. -.~:;· 

.;: .. ~--: ... ~.::.~;.1! 

more detailed. (Azcac:Gai te.) Perhaps the most remarkable 

thing about these descriptions is their similarity to_ 

tlena Garra de Paz' description of one of Oswald's alleged 
,( 

companions !0 
( ~;;:;;M8!'fJ'!IM 'bl9' GWQ!idM.) 

l<&fu-F~Jond -~!C 

Another possible indication that an -imposter~~~ 1 

. I 

I· 

L.~_./--{ 

_ ljf2~ Oe~~;rej:d, visited the Consulate is the 9/28/6( ~nter-

) /~,, 

cepted conversation. Silvia Duran adamantly denies that 

Oswald visited the Cuban Consulate on Saturday, September 

;o"' 7 -F/:_ } ) 28, 1963. In light o
1

._the ciA'_\ntercept of that date, 

!-is. Duran has either lied to the Committee
1
or the individual 

who visited the Consulate on September 18 was not Oswald.~'~ 

(Hole: the CIA's cl.moaificatlon of the tran~ciipt of Litis 

comreroat:ion prevented Lhe IISCA fl_om direc'tly confron'tif!t2 

Ns. Duran with the information.) Ms. Duran, in light of 

~ the inconsistencies detailed in Sections V, C and VI, A 
--~· 

j1 r above, may not be the most credible witness;but there are 

-1 
l .. -

indications that she was truthful when she stated that Os-
~ - . 

wald did not visit the Consulate on September 28. The 

September 28, .1963 conversation was linked to Oswald be-:-

c.ause of the marginal notations made by the CIA translator 

J•ii 
on the transcript. (wefii4&.eu'lli1UM'll II; €!; 1 J and III; At.,.. 1 

a~.) T~e translator noted on the transcript that the 

Clmsified by derivc:ion: -~----
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_t/tu 
caller spoke "terrible, hardly recognizable Russian." 

(g.±te ti:d1tsc±it~ts.) .On October l, -1963, a man called 

the Soviet Consulate and identified himself as "Lee Os-
-lfe:>' 

wald." (Ci~e ~ran5eri~~.) This man also stated that he 
1toL 

had been at the Consulate on Saturday, the 28th. ~bid.q) 

The translator noted that this was the same man who had 

called the Consulate "a day or so ago" and had spoken
Jto'J ,... • 

in broken Russian. From this information, and possibly 
1104 

a voice comparison (see Seelior~IV, D, abeve) the 9/28 
,,o~ 

caller was identified as Oswald. The problem with assum-
- 1o/1 

ing that the caller on 9/28 and 10/l was Oswald is that 
I~ 

Oswald spoke fluent Russian. (Cites.) Granted, Ms. 

Duran's denial of the Saturday visit and the proficiency 

of the caller's Russian is not sufficient evidence to 

conclude that the person \vho visited the Cuban Consulate 

o~ Saturday and who called the Soviet Consulate on Satur-

day and on October 1st was an imposter. Yet the informa~ 

tion is sufficient to (~ ieti3t.y\ question the assumption 
'·~------- ·--------· ·- ... --··- ·-·~\ 

that it was Oswald, especially in light of Azcue's ~nd Dur~ri's 

---

descriptions and Elena Garro de Paz's , ? 
2 NS :l..<=L T i!::::7·:,~=7C rh.. b~ U ? i,_r--

Three Calls that also occured early on September ~-
,,o? 

27, 1963, may have been made by an imposter. At approxi-

mately 10:30 a.m. a man called the Soviet Military Attache 

Cio:;siried by derivation: ___ _ 

(~ 
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looking for a visa to Odessa and was referred to the So
If"'/ 

viet Consulate. At 10:37 a.m. a man called the Soviet 
11°1 

Cbnsulate and asked for a visa to Odessa. He was told 
I Ita 

I

to call back 9t 11:00. At 1:25 p.m. a man called 
S'~...,-t-1 f,....,\... .. .'1:.'1 A."\d ....., ... s t-old Ykt (a ... s..,f uor.,Jid re+wk 

J til~ 
Com~ d:""" between 4: OOt' ~Ifd 5:00 p.m. that day. 

~ile only the callers• requests for a visa to 
Ill '1.-

Russia (Odessa) connect these calls to Oswald, the HS~A 

.. <..: •.. 

. -~believes that they do fit logically into a time sequence 

. . f->.,.. < 'f.., -I' I. / 
,_A·~~r· . Created by What is knmvn from testimon~(and (the electron. 

· intercepts)abo~i}his actions o? that day. e following 

·.·11 

·] 
. '::J 
/ 

-1-
~ 

" "."11 
···.{ 

t-\ .. 

is a reasonable possible chronology of Oswald 1 s actions 

on 9/27/63 based on analysis of the available evidence. 

Oswald probably arrived in Mexico around 10:0~ a.m. on 
fll5 /, 

September 27. ~.) By 10:30 Oswald had time to 
A . 

arrive at the Hotel del Comercio and to place a call to 
ftl '/ 

the Soviet Military Attache.who referred him to the Consul. 

The military attache also gave the caller directions to 

"'.(' the Consulate. ~rina the 10:37 a.m. call to the Con-
~~er 

• sulate;the caller learned th~t he could cont~ct theAConsul 
\ ,,,(... -vii~· h ~ -{{.. ( 

at 11:00 a.m::...~--- This done; Oswald then ~nt to the Cuba~ 
. . • ·~ . l-····m1..: ~ $ ...J#!- ·t Ps· . 

. ...,.. 0"' "' . •v•c."f 
Consulatet-.where he arrived around 11:00 a.m, HISC:A Inl:e~ 

tvith Silvia: DatatT, 6/6f78. JFit Doc. #Qll6ell, p. J-:1::-'.) 

This 
L-:\ , --. -) . . ./ ((<J . 

meeting/only~ approximately fifteen mlnutes. . 

/; . 

-· 

,;..,. -· ...... · ... 
Clas>ifi.::d by .:Jo;rivGiioo: -----

? 

,. 
I. 
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Oswald returned to the Cuban Consulate around 1:00 p.m. 120 

(dbid. , p-. 31.) At this 
(llt-0 < 

Azcue. ~ completed Xhis 
\ . 

point ~ had his encounter with 

, .... ~...! 0. r-d 
V,;:~ ·application. {-±bid-..) Oswald 

~dbdbly realized at this point that he would have preb-
11 t'Z...[#" 

lems obtaining the visas. After this visit to the Cuban 

Consulate, which lasted approximately fifteen minutes tl~) 

(~tfblic tes:timgny of Alf:retlo Mlrabal Diaz, 9/16/78, p. :ld9) 

Oswald tried to contact the Soviet Consul whom Oswald 

#81168, p. 37.} Hence~ :the 4:05 and 4:26p.m. calls in-. . . 't1 cy~· . . 
volving Duran. . 

But there is a problem with attributing the first 

three calls on September 27, 1963 to Oswald. The_conversa-

... --: : ~ .- :-.- . 1 
- .. _} 

\ 

CbssifieJ by c!erivc~:on: -----

f./' ,._.,. 

.r!!:~ 
~::·:·~·. 
,;._ 
k 

"' {4€ 

/ a;,,.;.·. 
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) 1,-rc'-'/ 1 1 

~ ~:5 ~ r _,/ 
\-.7i th the exception of Delgado : ll :z..) ~.{ ( _ 

"~ · ·S~L/ 
:... ::-.:.: cv idence indicates that Oswald did not speak Span±sh. If !>o , :r~ "'- Y l ._ "'~~~.c... ./ 
(~) Hence, either the above-detailed calls were not ~·, 7 ..{~.;,; 

=: ~~s a~e ~!l in Spanish. 

5pltNl5~- \I' fY 1
,,,, 

made by Os\vald or Os\vald could speak 'Ensliofi. _,\V : 

There is not _enough evidence~~ ·/fi~~Iy.----.conclt1de 
that some one did impersonate Oswald in Mexico. On the 

~'other hand, the evidence is of such a nature that the pos-

sibility cannot be dismissed. 

Classified by de:rivatior.: 

r-' -

(~i~(~ 
~J\( \ 

_y\'~~\ 
"'" (1\ a/ 
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~' 
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C. What were Lee Harvey Oswald's Activities in Mexico City? 

When the Warren Commission wrote about Lee Harvey 

Oswald's activities in Mexico City, it concluded: 

.By Saturday, September 28, 1963, Lee Harvey 
had failed to obtain visas at both the Cuban and 
Soviet Embassies. From Sunday, September 2 , 
through'Wednesday morning, October 2, when he 
left Mexico City on a bus bound for the United 
States, Oswald spent considerable time making 
his travel arrangements, sightseeing and checking 
again with the Soviet Embassy to learn whether 
anything had happened on his visa application. 1'?1 1 

~rrgn Commission Report, p. 3~.) Subsequent to the Warren 
113 ,_ 

Commission's Report)the allegations of Elena Garro (~~S~e~e~~s~e~e~t~~~·on 
,, 3) 

~) and Oscar Contreras Lartigue (&ee Section ¥1, 

the attention of the United States inves-

tigative agencies. The main allegation of both these people, 

that they met Lee Harvey Oswald fn Mexico City, remains to this 

day without direct corroboration. Yet tne Committee feels that 
i ..... _ .... _. . · I.JI~Oo~T ~;"i""7 -ri-.e"""- A~'{ Ce&5.~.1cf' ... -'

1"'> 
it cannot dismiss these allegations @~§~~~~~=~E~~E~!.:~·?.-.:~~ 

..;~~~~1·;~- iii'~~~~;:~i~ii4re-i;w:: ~- . ·- := · , :-,_-~. 
···-.··~-·~--. -:.o·-----·~ .. ·-·~-·~,, .. _....... ··-~-.. ,,._,--.• "~-- ~-~: 

~--~~~~~~~~ 

The testimony of Silvia Duran and ~h~ ~uban Co~sulate 

Officials Azcue and Mirabal place Oswald's last contact with 
"!»'I -~ ·,_ 

the Cuban Embassy on Friday evening, September 27, 1963. 
•. 

(S€W Section VII, D 1 abe11'e.) The transcripts om the CIA's ~j 

wiretaps on the Soviet Consulat lace Oswald's last visits 

to the Soviet and Cuban Consulates on Saturday morning, Sep-
11">( 

tember 28, 1963. '-See Sectiots 3, A, l and III, B, 2, abo'iTe.) 

Oswald's last telephonic contact with the Soviet Consulate 
•• ~c. 

came on Tuesday, October 1, 1963. (-:1:-'~"-+b...-I,..,·C!R"=:l Oswald's activities 

and October 1, are not clearly 

The Warren Commission speculated that he spent 
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most of this time sightseeing and making travel arra(ngements. 

~~Report, p. 3Ql + It is entirely possible that Oswald 

did spend some of his time during this weekend sightseeing 

and making his travel arra~ngements. It is also entirely 

possible that, after his failure to obtain his visas on 

Saturday, September 28, that Oswald did not give up completely 

and did attend a party where he would have come into contact 

with the Cubah Consular officials and, later, sought help 

from pro-Castro students~ 

It is entirely possible that Ruben Duran had a "twist 
(II~V) 

party" on September 30, or October 1 as Elena Garro has claimed. 

RuBen, Horacio, Lydia~and Silvia Duran all admitted that they 
II)~ 

frequently had twist parties in 1963. ( 

~--' when Oswald's activities are not knoWf'l.. Only Silvia Duran 

recalled Elena Garro attending any of the "twist parties" at 
lll/0 

the Duran's home. She recalled Elena and Elena's daughter, 

. ) 

I~~ ( 
Elinita, attending one twist party at Ruben's home in 1963.~) 

o-tkr H~ ~-1--h....J~~ 
-k3::-i "fhe Durans .· adamQntly den1 that Lee J;;tarvey Oswald had .ee-en 
A--+ _,;s+ .~-t-~..e• ............ d C.lf'l.2.J 

( 

. ) 
Many of the details of Elena Garro's allegations have 

not been, or cannot be, corroborated. For example, Elena's 

allegation that some of the people who had been at the party 

were taken to Veracruz under the protection of Governor Lopez 
.( ,,1{}) 

Arias has not been verified. Ruben Duran denied that he 



had ever discussed the assassination ~±th Elena Garro. ( 11 ~~) 
Eusebio Azcue denied that he had discussed President Kennedy 

with Emilio Carballido ~t a 
_.//r¥1.< 

alleged by· Elena Garro.--- .-( · ... __ .~. 

party at the Duran's home as 

.) The Committee has not 

been able to verify whether or not gaerds wer~pos,t~d··· o~ 

side of Elena's home in 1963 as she claims. a~;£';~(~ 
, O..t""e \Jtr;1_ 

t/:W(. ,., -·_ J ,_{' But other details of Elena • s story make ~_:!?----~~_:_:___~--------·· 
·-1 ~-{ /-' JC-f"C ,l: \otlc.. • 

. ir. '!(- V -~~~.:=_e::-_::::_=~~~ Perhaps the most striking is the sugges-

;/1 tion that Oswald • s relationship wi tl]. ___ S.JJ,y_j_.£_.D.uran was more 
·-····· ... __ _ 

extensive than just bhe business contacts in the buban . 

Consulate .''"'Another detail is the· manner in whic~:~~_i;,.~~
allegations were handled, and the manner in which this 

Committee's attempts to investigate those allegations have 
,rt('l 

been frustrated. 

In 1965 Elena Garrb reported that Silvia Duran 
,"!.----& ' 1,-r.fc,::J 

had been Oswald's mistress while he was in Mexico City.' 

In 1967 this repor.t was confirmed 
f,!...{ 1 

by~ CIA agen~ who talked 

to Silvia Duran. The CIA Station did not consider the 

information significant ~nd told the agent to end his 

. , , contact with Ms. Dura;:;' (See S~ction -¥:!', A, '2, ~ 
. ;:cV·t ~ 

>'':f~....,. 1!; ;>. ~" 1· f~. · . ) If that information is accurate pthen Silvia· 
!,.i 1 

• • e.:\. 
~""' 1nv1t~ Oswald t.o a party would not have been ~ surprising. 

~" 
Silvia Duran admitted that the Mexican police had questioned 

her on this point but denied that she had had an affair 
(tt{! • ) 

with Oswald./ Ms. Duran denied having any exfra-marital 
,, {?.--

affairs while ~he was married to Horacia Duran. ( ). 

This denial is not consi~tent with evidence of her reputation 



.2. 7 3 
at the Cuban Consulate. 

reported to his case officer that all that would have to 

be done to recruit Silvia Duran, whom he referred to by 

using the Spanish wora for whore, would be to get a blonde 
,,() 

blue-eyed American inbo bed .with her. ( .) There is 
CIA 

also/information that indicates that Silvia Duran had an a- / 
trsy 

affair with a Cuban Ambassador to Mexico in the early 1960's. 

The HSCA attempted to intervie 
,,()" 

about Ms. Duran. An interview with 

desired so as to attempt to verify whether 

as also 

Garro~ 
11.n 

created a disturbance at the Cuban Embassy on November 23, 1963. 

The Committee's attempts to interview were frus-
1( {1 '------.....,.....J 

trated. (See appendin 3...) 

Ms. Garro's claim that she stayed at the Hotel Vermont 
wA-S 
~ verified by the Mexico City Legal Attache on October 

,, ('if 
13, 1966. (s-e-e,...-...s....,e-c ...... ti-e;;L vr, e, lD, abOile for<leLaHs.) Ms. 

Garro claimed that she had been held there by Manu~l Calvillo 

e believed worked for the Mexican Ministry of Govern-

ment n l963 1Mr. Calvillo wa? an unwitting asset of the 
~ 

Central Intelligence Agency Ms. Garro claimed that she 

J!C. ~ ' 23, 1963. lYet)the 

a repor~from Calvillo~ 
told Mr. Calvillo her story on November 

CIA Mexico City Station did not receive 

on this matter until November 24, 1964, the same day that 
lit.. 2..-

Elena first told her story to American officials. For these 

reasons 4t was felt that Manuel Cal~jllo b6uld well be a key 

'~-=-=-~~";:'&~>the veracity oo; i•ae""~""Y of Ms. Garro's 

·-· story. The Committee' s\attempt to interview Mr. Calvillo 



were also frustrated. (See appendix 3: ) 

There is also circumstantial corroboration of Ms. 

Garro's allegation's regarding For example, 

was indeed a CIA agent and she did file £he first 
lM 

report of Ms. Garro's story. It should be noted that this 

first report was accurate in its detail)in that Ms. Garro's 

story remained essentially th~ same in subsequent repetitions. 

Ms. Garro claimed that she kicked 

(There is a notation on '---------'. 

able to regain access to Ms. 

to obtain an interview with 
1 I C.1 

frustrated. 

g(l.f'" 
out of her house. 

that she was not 

Committee attempted 

but was once again 

/-~ 
Reviewing the manner in which"the CIA Mexico City 

/ • j .-···- ·-,J 
s£ation and the.Leg~l Attache's office in Mexico City 

-·- \{ 

h~ndled Ms-~ Qar-ro·~s-···allegations reveals that, atbest, 

~ ~:-~~~=£~--~:~~-dled in an ir~~~p;nsibl~ manner because ti~y 
-.../ •f<$>'')~ 

(...O;ot ·" \\S · ·· ~~~,,,·- were dismissed after 
t-.\\1 ":.;, 

a superfic±al investigation. The first 

II(,~ 
report that came to the CIA was mis-filed and forgotten. 

The Legat, after talking to Elena, dismissed her story after 

interviewing one person whom she said may have been at the 

party (i c;::the manner in which the official American community 

handled Charles Thomas' reporting is detailed in Section 

VI, C, 11, above.) Mr. Thomas speculated in 1969 about 

why Ms. Garro's story had been largely ignored by the 

American official's in Mexico: 

It would appear that whereas the FBI has 
discounted the Elena Garro allegations, 
the CIA is still considerably disturbed 
by them. The C~A may not have pressed for 

.. 



r~ 
( 

further investigation, however, for a number 
of reasons: l) considering the sensitive over-
lap and subtle competition between two intelli
gence collecting agencies, it had to yield to 
the FBI's clear jurisdiction; 2} there are ob
vious complications in conducting such an inves
tigation in a foreign country; 3) there is a close 
and delicate rela~·~~LW·~~~~~-tb£~~~---------. 
Station Chief and 

and 4} some of the 
"pieuip'JCE""-aptJECITTI!g",TI""""""'E!"fe!'liTE!rliCl-'Ga rr o scenario rna y 
well be agents of the CIA. Under the circum
stances it is unlikely that any further investi
gation of this matter will ever take place unless 
it is ordered by a high official in Washington. H1° 

.....(Thomas .....MeffieJfanduffi'-da:ted"" -9-7'25/69, dFR Document # -:l:]::-6-g4.} 

. a: ~-k--,-P..J_ 
The Committee•s-last hope_,.:•as to locate Elena Garro. 

Although the Committee established telephonic contfict with 
[.1111) 

Ms. Garro, it was never able to arrange an interview. 

Consequ~ntly, the Committee was totally frustrated in 

this aspect_?~ it's investigatio~but yet believes that 

there i,s-'"a ~~·~-~~~~'ibil.t:t,y __ that Lee Harvey Oswald did 
' .. ··•. ... ..~ .. ... -·· . ·~ 

attend a·twist party at the horne of Ruben Duran. 

The Committee also considers it possible that Lee 

Harvey Oswald contacted pro-Castro students at the National 

Autonomous University of Mexico (Universidad Nacional 

Autonorna de Mexico, hereinafter UNAM.) as claimed ~Y Oscar 
1111... 

Contreras Lartigue. Wee ~Qction W, D, above for de tails.) 

Silvia Duran admitted that she had told Oswald of two ways 

in which he could get a Cuban visa: l) he could get an intran-

sit visa by first obtaining a visa to another Communist 

country such as Russia; 2) he could obtain a regular Cuban 

visa by knowing someone in Cuba who would, ~n, 
,t1"> 

vouch for him. ~ It is possible that after Oswald '5 
-

attempts to obtain a visa by the first method were frustrated 



;;()t ·~~·· 
.. ..._...u_ ~ ~· 

on Saturday, September 28, that he tfied ~5 ~ last a;~ 
'•""" ····"·''···· ......................... . 

effort to locate someone trusted by the Cuban Consulate to 

vouch for him. There is 

could have learned of the pro-Castro group at UNAM 

Contreras says that Oswald first contacted him as he was 

leaving a round-table discussion at the school of philosophy.' 

It is known that, in 1963, the Duran~s were close friends 
-........; 

with the Chairman of the Philosophy Department at UNAM, 

Ricardo Guerra, who held seminars on Kant, Hegel and Marx 
-4.. ,,., r 

in the Duran1-'f!!l- home. It is possible, if Silvia Duran had 

more than just a purely business relationship with Oswald, 

that she referred Oswald to one of Guerra's Marxist seminars 

in his search for help. Unfortunately, Contreras does not 

name who.headed the round table discussion at which he met 
' ~ Oswald~f Silvia Duran denied that she referred Oswald to 

I f11 
anyone for help. ~~ Ricardo Guerra is presently the 

Mexican Amabassador to East Germany and was not available 
o-f 

to the Committee for an interview. On both the Committee's 
A. 

trips to Mexico 1 the Mexican Government told the Co~ittee 

that Mr. Contreras would be maae available for an interview. 
111r 

The interview never occured. ( S,i;i!Q appm:j:Eliu --3-.) Although 

the Committee's attempt to investigate Mr. Contreras' allega-

tion~ met largely· ~ .. i)::)l._ frustration, i -e.--those 
..... ,--· 

a].J ?'!!f Licns··_can not be dismissed.~~ sf U:hd-;;·-

D. Was Lee Harvey Oswald alone while he travelled in Mexico? 

The Warren Commission concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald 
n11 _ 

travelled alone while he was in Mexico. All of the witnesses, 



with the exception of Elena Garro de Paz who stated that 
/I ttJ 

Oswald was accompanied by two "beatnik looking boys" ~ 

Se.G:t-:t5n vl, c-; above for detajJ_s.) at Ruben Duran's party, 

have stated that when they saw Oswald in Mexico he was alone. 

But yet the Committee does not believe that it ca~ readily 

dismiss Ms. Garro's allegation that Oswald had a companion 

in Mexico in light of: 1) the corroboration of details of 

Ms Garro's story and the manner in which the AJEgr;Lc;;:an_, 
-------------···-----····-·-----···---------·-··--··--··-·----··-·-····--· .. -·-·· I F> I 

_a~_thq_~:!-_t_-i~-~-- P9:D.9J_~_g_ __ 1;-J.!~ .. j,.JJ.:V:es-ti-<§fa-t:-i-en--of-·-that--·story···~+~ 
9-ee-t:-i-~:::MIL:i::P, '"l!:••e.); 2) The possibility that someone 

II 'if').. 
impersonated Oswald in Mexico (S~ion VII~ 1!1 a:t;ou:.e.) 

the 
and 3) the similarity in/description of Oswald by Ms. Duran 

and Mr. Azcue and the description of Oswald's companion by 

/1'6~ - --- - . -'I'T= Ms. Garro. ( ~'~ , 1\, *"13 I -and {?," cmo ve,.) 
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TheC0 
mission undertook an intensive investigation to determine Osv:~ld,l 
purpose and acth·ities on this journey, with specific reference· to r 
ports that Oswald was an agent of the Cuban or Soviet Go,·e1'nment 
As a result of its investigation, the Commission belieYes that it ha 
been able to reconstruct and explain most of Os>n1.ld~s actions durind' 

this time. ,~ l=· . 

mission \ 
UI!dert k I 

]Jl!rpose a l o? • an int . . • 
Ports tl nc acflt·iti ensn.re lJn·est' . ! 
.As a r lat Oswald w: on this journe zga~zon to deter . t The Cc 
been e~mlt of its in~ a? ag_ent of thY, \VJth specific r mme Os,~·:d 
this t~~e to reconstru:t~~galtion, the ~o~zb~n ;>r Soviet e~e;;~nce to 1 

. 'nc explain lllJssion bez· l ellunent 
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