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largest faction and had organized delegations in Miami, New 

York, Chicago, Venezuela and Cuba. (Ibid) The clandestine 

faction operating in Cuba was lead by Pepin Fernandez Badue 

who used the alias "Lucas". (Ibid) When Fernandez arrived in 

the U.S. in October 1961, he presented his credentials to the 

Cuban Revolutionary Council (CRC), claiming he was the rep­

resentative of the MDC movement in Cuba, and Council president, 

Dr. Miro Cardona, accepted him into the CRC. (Ibid) The 

·~Lucas" faction remained .with the council but declined in 

importance because Fernandez failed to consult with the 

Executive Committee of his faciton nor did he make any effort 

to hold the group together. (HSCA 'Security File 092, Senstudy 

Document, Volume 32, Item 1, #97-4110-72) 

The Rasco faction of MDC had as it Milit~ry Chief an 

~\ 
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1-!: 
independently wealthy young Cuban, Laureano Batista Falla. 1 : 
(Ibid , I tern 2 , 19 7-4110-12 3) Fr<C-s pir ited and under no f inanci a 1,1 ~ ~: .• 
pressures, Batista was able to organize and partially finance the 

7 
~-:_~.(.' 

infiltration attempts of the MDC (HSCA #009303, FBI #97-4623-149, 4 r:. 

Section V) which made this one of the most active and effective o( B· 
underground groups in Cuba during the early 1960's. (HSAC ~I( F· 

~~Security File 092, Senstudy Docuemnt, Volume 3 7, Item 4, ~'? V f 
~qrco-C. #105-95461-15, page 4) w , ~J.J"-..u.~J~·~"~'"'~~'l",'~'?l , 
,.. -, ~~~-~~~~ ~ tf.u.. <!II+ C!..Ao...f~"rl---r~-~ .. • i 

~~J::*v~~CIA sponsoreo/ a trai:Ril'HJ camp for the MDC ~errine, : 

Florida, prior to the April 1961 invasion. (HSCA #009303, p. 4, 

FBI #97-4623-149, Section 5) Batista made many {ciA-sponsored) 

trips from this camp to deliver explosives, guns and ammunition 
,::>" :IVl~ -t6 

to the Cuban underground~ (Ibid) ~ the Bay of Pigs 

invasion, all underground groups worked together, sharing 
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supplies and information. (HSCA Security F£le 092, Senstudy 

Document, Volume 37, Item 4, #105-95461-15, p. 4) However, 

the repressive measures of the Castro regime after the 

invasion caused members of the Cuban undergound to live in 

fear of discovery and made inteigroup liaison extremely risky. 

(Ibid, p. 2) Desp£te the inherent dangers, the underground 

movements of th~ MDC and. Movimento Revolucionario del Pueblo 

(MRP} worked jointly for an all out sabotage effort in the 

He organzi~ public demonstrations 
l <7 . 

governmen~ailurefio propeily aid Cuban exiles 
.,l' 

in their attempt to oveithio Cq.•Stro. (HSCA #009303, p. 6, FBI 
. ,l 

#97-4623-180, Section 6, Cor:J;.e tion Summary) and by 1962, the 
/ 

CIA informed the FBI it hag/ no op .rational interest in him~-~ 
I . . ,qc." , 

(Ibid, p. 5, .FBI #97-4623-149, Sect on 5) .u&. 4-iW ~--
SO")'l~~"'b 

·~,..,..,....o<!!! Batista"' faction of the MDC-I entered into a number of _..... _____ ,. ______ .. -... -· -------------
associations with oth~r exile groups for the purpose of 

propaganda, sabotage and supplyin·:r 1:he Cuban underground. 
,:... f4 't "&,.. 

J:11 1dl6:l!-.. many MDC membes joined the Cuba Committee; formed to 

counte:rac·t the Fair Play for Cuba Committee, a pro-Castro 
~.:t.t.... l4 .s . 

organiz~tion. (CIA/DDO, MDC Volume 3, Cable to Director from 

JMWAVE, 6/21/62, #14986) In 1964, the MDC and DRE (spell out) 

+o worked together ~ formulate plans for an underground 

organization to infiltrate Oriente Province. (CIA/DDO, Laureano 

Batista Falla, Info. Cable TDCS DB 3/660-090, 3/14/64. 
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It was the year 1963, however, that found the Batista 

faction of the MDC involved in a large number of anti-Castro 

activities. 

The MDC made a unity pact with the Commandos L in which 

the latter group was to provide training and assistance in 

military intelligence and the MDC was to provide 3 small boats ~ 

and a team of men to infiltrate Cuba. The MDC also made a ~~ 1 

t;\,L C"V';"''"~-' fV 
pact with Dr. Carlos Prio Socarras, former Pres~nt of Cuba ~ 

who donated $50,000 to the group for military aid in return 

for its promise of political support. (CIA/DDO, MDC Volume 5, 

Information Cable(UFG-3536,)9/3/63) 

In April 1963, FranK Sturgis, Miami-based soldier of 

fortune, supplied information that Batista, Orlando Bosch Avila, 

Manuel Artime and Alexander Rorke. were jointly planning an air 

strike over Havana on April 25. (HSCA f/:009303, page 1, FBI #97-4623, 

Section I) According to Sturgis, the strike was to originate ~rom an 

air. strip in Puerto Rico and the target a sugar refi~. (Ibid) -
't~~tcMM.o ~-ttu_~u~ou6L ~~~~ «-(0&:4t,S:~!J 
Alexander Rorke publically announced the strike had taken 

place as scheduled, which took the other planners by surprise 
~ . 

and they dismissed it as a publicty stunt. (Ibid)~ Sturgi~ ~~~ 
-ttuv ~~ ~ W..-tt,....~~O-,__ o..........8.. ~~.C-J')... NO.c:A~ 

· tli@ 01 iginal planne:r s ·,.,.ere. still trying to raise t.hQ.. 
~cR.. . 

:trl:r--i~.,;g~~;;:r....:te;.ee--implemenL Ll:reir plan. (Ibid) This incident 

created a stir and resulted in an intensive FBI investigation 

of Rorke's allegation. (HSCA #009303, p. 3, FBI # 97-4623, 

Sections II through VI) It was felt that Rorke's story was 

probably untrue (Ibid, p. 2, #97-4623-35) since Radio Havana, 
~cl:o..G_, 

contrary to usual policy, made no
4
protest of the bombing. 

(IB1d, p. 3, FBI #97-4623, Section IV) 
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Richard Rudolph Davis, A Cuban alien,~jK~/~~/~¢/j¢~~ 

¢¢t~¢t (HSCA 012981) had a peripheral association with the 

MDC through his contact with Batista in the summer of 1963. 
) 

(Ibid) Davis was residing in New Orleans and, although not 
at an earlier time 

an MDC member, claimed/to have been a "coordinator" for the 

group and the New York Police Deparmtent. (Ibid) He was 

a friend of Batista and contacted him because he knew Batista 

was in a position to recommend men in the Miami area who 

needed work. (Ibid) Davis claimed he could provide employ-

ment for a small group of Cuban emigres. 

Davis had entered into a business deal with geologist 

David L. Raggio and a wealthy, right-wing New Orelanian, Gus 

de LaBarre, forming the Guatemala,Lumber and Mineral Corpora­

tion. (Ibid) It was their intention to train the Cubans on 

some land in Lacombe, Louisiana to which de LaBarre had access 
L 

through his nephew, Frank de LaBarre. (Ibid) After the train- t 
'· 
) 

ing period, they were to be sent to Guatemala to cut mahogany. ( 

~···· r:· 
A group of about 18 Cubans did arrive, under the leader- ~ . : 

ship of a well-known Cuban exile, Victor Paneque (Ibid), who .. 
Cl'f't. =s-.rt·~ "''" )1;' ~ '&- 't. 

. • 't'f-4{110- /&l ,.. f> used the military code name of Commadante D1.ego. (r;n.tQ) ' ( 
i 

According to Davis, the men arrived dressed in khakis (HSCA 006716, 

p. 4) with the idea they were to receive military training. 

(HSCA 006716, p. 2, FBI, Richard Rudolph DAvis, Volume I, 

Report from New Orleans, 7/3/64) 

In the latter part of July 1963, the FBI conduc~ed a 

raid on property near that of the lumber company training camp, 

where they seized a cache of dynamite and other explosives. 

(Ibid). This raid, according to Davis, unnerved his trainees, 
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and they elected to return to Miami. (Ibid) 

A somewhat different version of this episode comes 

from Gus de LaBarre's nephew and attorney, Frank, who first 

related his story in 1966 to his former law school classmate, 

Jim Garrison. (HSCA 012981, Fonzi memo 9/6/78) 

de LaB~rre said his Uncle Gus had introduced him to 

Davis, whom deLaBarre described as a "floater". They came to 

see de LaBarre about drawing up Articles of Incorporation for 

the Guatemalan Lumber Company and that is when he learned of 

their plans to bring unemployed Cubans from Miami to train as 

loggers. Uncle Gus sent provisions to the exiles on a daily 

basis and solicited money for food and clothing from friends 

and relatives. 

de LaBarre said he didn 1 t pay much attention to the 

activities of the group but, when he heard on his car radio that 

the FBI had seized a cache of ammunition at a house in Lacombe,, 

he immediately called his uncle. Although receiving assurances 

that the lumber group was not involved, de LaBarre called the 

officers of the corporation together and insisted that the 

Cubans be taken out of there. Davis claimed, according to 

de LaBarre 1 s version, that the Cubans did not want to leave, 

whereupon de LaBarre had to some some real "brainstorming'. 

He rented a Hertz ton-and-a-half truck and instructed Davis to 

take it to the camp and tell the Cubans "that the invasion is 

on." Davis complied, and the Cubans loaded their gear, jumped 

in the truck and were brought to the Greyhound bus terminal 

in New Orleans. Each Cuban was given a one-way ticket to Miami 

plus a small amount of cash and told they would get their orders 
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when they reached Miami. Looking as though ready for war, with 

knapsacks and guns bulging from under their clothes, they 

boarded the bus and de LaBarre had no more contact with them. 

The last he heard of Davis was in 1964 when one of de LaBarre's 

friends reported he had gone into business with Davis and was 

left with a lot of bills. (Ibid) 

1":. 



... 

7 

FB"I: 

(f/<~"'Aoopo:J 3 FBI d;:.. 11-4, '2.3 
~- r.; . .., 

~~.;raj 

oo 1303 r . z. ., .. 
"f'"Uh'KI' . SJK.. i'JLc.~ J 

'll AI A..O• <Ill} I Q....i&.bO d ..... - <C:::f.::- - - (') 
......... ...Q.. '--·· . w ~ 

1-l/'ZJ-.!r 

Z't:f'J) 

. es DB-3-

,.. ( ~tlf / /)J)o 

1ff"" JtiR 1/'l. 3) 

,:6ioJ,.,.~CPr ~ .. ~ 

~ "n\~~ a.c•GL 

~v • (e.IIfff)LKJ, L8~ \bL 1, ~ ~ 
4 II!! t Q. e ~ ....... "Q .. <all ..... ~ I"')'? II /,ct /;: .. ? \ 



--· 

. I 

! 
I 

! 

' I 
. I 

jll'\..C.,.,C::C~~ 

! •I t.1/ '") 
'~ 

.Jl 

. ' 

... -moe~-
Do .41 OC.. Vo£ S"' 

/ . ..1 

U.&\ ~7 '1:b ~ ~ tt:i.... 
~ F'"- y~.]l ,) 

~,. ~--··· 

~ m oc:. 
J 



. I 

I .... I 
l 
I 
I 
\ 

\ 

. s . t1t:«.Adl -m De. a..J~~:.LV'III~ 

. ~~ ~ "'l.-/1 1f&, 'f a.c. ,.Q 

~"1-~.~ 

~. (oyz., '-.. ~ 

G~ ... V..uiiv 
1 

~~ 

.~ ~ Q..u.r()..C... 

·.:q_~cX~~ 

.. ~.(~~~ 

.C><l. ·~~ 
~ . . . . 

.A-'U~ tti.. L( . 5. 

~ 

.. .:... ____ .. -~~-: 



... 

) ' 

... .: 

.:_.. -·-- . : ;t+&+ 

j'c& 4--.~ ~~~ ~"'~ 
~~ . ~ ;Jull~ .. ~ 

~.~J'L....I 

·~~Vol.~~.,~-..... 

.5¥-- ~re~. 
;~-'1 {t.5. ~~ 

~ ~~ 

:~ 

1::: 
I 
i:. 
l r 
t ·. ,, , .... 
~~ 
t:-:­
F 
f_: 
](' 
1 ... 

L 
f 
·~·. r. 

t: 



..... ( .... 

~. - . .......-· ..... 

r 

I 
i 

) . 

... . 
~_,...... <..ll.... CA,.v 

~+ ''~10 ~ 
:' {_H.SC..It .. Doef30.31 P· 7 I 

i 
I 
I 

;! 
; 

. ~ 
6~~ .... - . 

~~/) 

) 




