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Cuban-American

In Book V of the final report of the Senate Select’

Committee to Study Governmental Operations on the performance

oflthe'intelligence agencies in the investigation of the

' assassinatidn, the FPBI and CIA are crlt1c1zed for their

apparent fallure to fully pursue leads surroundlng the_

assa551natlon of PreSldent Kennedy and then to fully report

to the Warren‘Commissionvthe results of the investigations

they did undertake. One such lead concerned the travel

from Texas to Mexico City of ap—ﬁnédeﬁtifg;é Cuban-

_American on November 23, 1963, and then his flight to Havana on
©  November 27. l/ The lead was made more "interesting” by

the fact that the Cuban-American reportedlyvattended‘a

meeting of the Tampa chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba

Committee on November 17, 1963. g/ The House Select

Committee on Assassinations examined the documents connected

to that lead to determine- .(a) whether the facts which were

known by ‘the FBI and CIA about that lnd1v1dual warranted -

further 1nvesL1gatlon and what lnvestlgatlon was undertaken,

(b) whether any of that 1nformatlon was reported to the Warrenf

CQmmlsslon; and (c)twhether the“known_facts‘suggestyany._ '-7i5?}i

involvement in the assassination of President Kennedy.
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e FBI and CIA

information which was in the

A" chronology of the activities

on this lead amplifies

possessi the two agencies.

'CIA Investigation

"The first 1nformatlon on the travel of the Cuban-

' A L4
Amerlcan appeared,gn'December*@§(1963.' At that time the

Mex1co Statlon of the CIA sent a classified mess

to CIA headguarters that;amssurce-£§§§¥ifi@d‘as?ZITEMPdeD
requested o%:f?gf;;;;;e(:if§/;hief of Station at_l300 hours

on- that datgj"urgent traces on U.S. 01tlze ‘Gilberto P.

Looez.’ 3 The source said Lopez arrlved 1n Mexico on
"Vovember 23 en route to Havana and tha\awifiilggij

dlsappeared i

record of his trip to Havana. _Aecording_;
to the mesgage, Lopez had a tourist eard,carrying humber |

24553, which he obtained in Tampa on Vovember 20, 1963 and '
his passport number was 310162._ The message stated that Lopez"fi

left Mex1co for Havana on November 27 via Cubana (Alrllnes). ziséfaﬁ

E _The cla551f1ed nessage llsted the§£ yptonym LIFIR?)as t gemgﬁn" .::

travel It 1nd1cated the Mexrco

Gi}ﬁ;;tatlon had no trates On‘hlm. 4/ f~35f~ -
' Q/Dﬁa?%wa_oéfc. . /d" LR
”SSlfled message(gated December 3, 19@§>fr0m S

theﬁMexico tb CIA headouarters, the station

ity had been
A

)

repd at the FBI offlce in

advised by Mexican authorities that Lopez entered Mexico on

November 27 at Nuevo Laredo. 5/
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o gaut R mexT Ity |
In another classified-message @ated December 4, 1963 f; )

to the Megicbﬂé:jE;gtation from CIA headquarters, the Agency

< /ry‘ . . ~ o
repo‘rted’ that the State~Department check onhad_ produced nothis

yet because of the difficulty-in traeing records using only

a name and passport number. 6/ The message contained this

paragraph: V ' L ;
We assume you have not told
that Lopez flew to Cuba on 2

b you do not want to blow{the ,
y IFIRE) peration. This problem is up
to 7/ . ‘ _ :

The ¢1FIRB) operats

ed to in the ClaSSlfl dm ssage'
4/../7 o QLIM D s ity Al o/

e co @:j§'8tat' inv?izeéﬂgzeperat1onfbétween tii;::jjﬁ”f
CIA and ¥ fi federal officials who participatedfim]a b, o
. ' . ' : \J ) . .

plan of photOQraphinéX;;esengers of flights departing for Havana, .

{EEE—thginlng the passengex lists of the Cubana fllgﬁEE?iE%i:;{ér__
&
v(hex1can off;c;als also had their own progran to photographmiii:::>

passports of the passengers arr1v1ngyfrom Havana.>8/

S On December 5, 1963 the Mex1c0 Clty Statlon reported ﬁ‘*fi;f;
that the{LITEMPO/4;source had stated that Gllberto Lopez ‘had M"';_[
crossed the Mexican border ‘at . Laredo, ‘Texas on November 23 -
1963 and reglstered in the Roosevelt Hotel in Mexico Clty on

-ﬂe ALLOLII s Sowt cfig
November 25 at 1600 hours 1n Room 203. 9/ GL;anngzelso .

ported that Lopez departed on a Cubana flight on

u))
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‘ phgtograﬁﬁwgzw;:;:; were attached and ‘the dlspatch stated

Len)
4has the photograph was taken gﬁrthe nlght of November

~-

November 27 for Havana. That classified message stated

o Ao Feos cc ccoris /‘3\
additionally that\LITEMPO/4) had a good photograp / of

Lopez. 10/

The photograph of Lopez contained in hlS CIA 201 flle

PSR

st [ .
E s e 8.0

/hgs)"27 ﬂovember 1963" stamoed on the back In the photograph
._,.¢M/ ‘-‘”“.WM T T et P
Awearlng dark glasses and the background in

the photograph is dark and indistinguishable.
7{//67-4”&7 dﬂ e R o
jé dlsaatcﬁ‘@atecﬁ:)ecember 5 from the Chfe—f of™

~1&31co 0@ to headquarters, coples of the

= //

po X
1963 at the Mexico. City alrportC:y hexrcanqauthorltle;ras
_opez was boarding a Cubana flight. le/ The dlSpatch gave ﬂdg,f

L)‘) vy

preVLOusry reported lnformatlon of the numbers of Lopez s"

¥

passport and tourist card and his entry

into and departure from Mexico. The dlspatch contained the

-]

additional information that Lopez was the only

-passenoer on Cubana rllght 465 on Novemoer 27 1963 to qavana-.;':

the fllght contalned a crew of nlne Cubans.; It sald he used

a U S passport and a Cuban courtesy visa. 12/ The dlspatch l{f

had the followxng message'f "Source states the tlmlng and '

' cmrcumstances surroundlng subject s travel through Mexrco and

departure for Havana are susolc1ous.' 13/ The dispatch

said also that the source "urgently" regquested all available

data on the individual.

g
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Also ovaecmeEer 5 19 CIA headquarters cabled the

//ﬁe;;co Clty,Statlon and 1dent1f1ed this Cuban—American as

N ’ :
Ciiberto Pollcarpo Lopez, who was born on Jaﬁuary 26 1940. 14/ -

It stated also that Lopez was not 1oentlcal with a Gilberto
Lopez who had been identified as active in pro—Castro groups in .

Los Angeles. 15/

- oz Ang?Qﬂi*éCﬁrdﬁuLUC¢/.
é§§ March 1964, f }senﬁ;g P
oS

cla531f1ed message(to heaaqua?ter§>that‘ﬁ_rlque Ruiz Montal:EEED
o]
(:n agent of the Mexican Federal Judicial Pollct} haq):iﬁ%/é

(ﬁﬁ?grmed the Ezgs;hat one of[iulz égcontacts reported

e February, 1964 that an Amerlcan c1tlzen named Gllberto

volved in the Kennedy assassination. 16/ The message
‘contact reported thatk?ooes entered Mexico on
foot from Laredo, Texas about 1200';ours on November 13 carrying‘U.S
| passoort $319962, which was issued July -13, 1960. 17/ According
to the dispatch, the contact related aleo that.Lopes proceeded byA
bos to Mexico Cit? "where_he entered Cuban embassy"- 1t sald that

he left the Cuban meassy on Novemoer 27 and was the only f‘; ;5315f

‘ passenger for Cuba on fllght “455- 18/ £ sald the contact A

‘reported tha -s 1ssued Mexlcan travel form B, #24553

Vuevo Laredo. 19/ Accordlng to the dlspatch Ruiz eported
that he could not verlfy the contact s 1nformatlon,:’
but thought 1t_m1ght be of interest to the United States

government. 20/

5
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The cable stated also that backyground informati01

- e
concerning the contact with|R \was
CR A T e

concalned in erdlspacch dated March 18 whlch was being pouched
- . ,

to headquarters(on March 202 21/ i S o - f
Athe Deputy Chief of the Mexico @ Station

@\ cabled a classified message to headguarters in which it was

stated that the information contained inthe earlier dispatch

: '}l (.5 /Z’tc«/) ~t 7 ’ :
)S which discussed{f@a1z s}conta "jibes fully with that provided’
> [-Y-XV) ’ .

N 4 _
station. bearly December 19“@,3»:-“’1_27‘\

A 201 file was opened on Gilbéggg:ggiisg;pé Lopez by
Agency headﬁuarters on December 16, 19634'23/‘ At that time his

records indicated that no eerlier 201 file had existed. The

file contains a "Review of 201 flle on U.S. Citizen” by , ‘k7
P Ny e 1 A
q } an operations officer for thef 7RI component .

. > :

of the Agency. 24/ 1In that review the file ’féssxfled

as a “counterintelligence case (i.e., ihﬁolving a foreign intelli- .
gence or security service) " 25/ lhe date of entry of that

categq;y in Agency records lS 1nd1cated as January 22, 1 1n s

Lopez s- flle. 26/ AiTww j??j:fﬂf” ﬁ;%~1;] ;ifrf“” DU R

or
A . -
_ s

" FBI Ihvescigetion

In a report‘déﬁed August 26, 1964, the-t



v and durgla Bakery in Key West, Whlch was owned by COUSlnS. 34/
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wvhich had been carried out in Key West, Florida.

stated that Lopez's-ooungin, Guillermo Serpa'Rodrigue

he report

, told the _
FBI that Lopez came to the United Stated for the first time some.f
time after Casﬁro first came tolpOWer. 27/ He‘stayed approximeteiy,
one yeaﬁ and then returned to Cuba. 28/ Rodriguez stated that
Lopeé returned to Cuba becauee he was homesick and missed

his family; he had parents and four brothers who still resided

in Cuba."-2

| o - L
*i\fiffigg" stated also that Lopez's brother(Selito

a member of the Cuban militia at that time. 30/ Another-‘jd
brother, RaimundoVPQliEEfgofiope;,/had reportedly oeeﬁ
‘ sent to the Soviet Union to‘study by the Cuban government,
according to Rodriguez, 31/ ' |

| Rodriguez told the FBI that Lopez'retorned to the United
States in 1960 or 19611beoause he was afraid he would be drafted
into the Cuban militia if he remained in Cuba. 32/

The FBI learned'that Lopez marrled an Amerlcan woman in Key .

West in August, 1962 33/ Accordlng to Lopez s w1fe, he worPed

for a- tlme with the Pep51 Cola Co. 1n 1962 and at the Mollna

She sald that he also worked fo: a constrootxop company in

Tampa‘in.June, 1963;'22)
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Lopez's wife told the FBI that"Lépez began suffering from

recurrent attacks of epilepsy and had to be confined at Jackson :
_ State Hospital 4n-Key-West in early 1963. 36/ She stated that
" he was treated by doctors from»Coral Gables and Key ﬁest for fhe?_’
epilepsy. 37/ She stated_tﬂat,she did not believe he had a
history ofvepilepsy before coming to the United States. 38/
She believed his convulsions were brought on by nervous tension
and worry over his family in Cuba and may have beena reasonA
. for his return to Cuba in 1563. 39/

The wife said that in'approximately Novembef, 1963,
she received a letter from Lopez saying he had returned tol
Cuba. 40/ The wife sﬁated that she was sarprised he had'returnad_
but that he had mentioned he was goihg baék to Cuba whan he
_leff for Tampa in November, 1963. 41/ The wife gave'her opinion;
that he returned because af-his»close relationship with his |
parents. 42/ The wife stated that she received another letter:
from him later from Cuba. 43/ Accordlng to the letter, he was
worklng as an elevator oﬁerator in Havana. 44/ ‘In that letter”

Lopez Sald he had recelved somﬂ klnd of flnan01al a351stancef;f'"5n

for the trlp from an. organlzatlon ln Tampa. 45/ Accordlng to the

w1;e, Lopez dld not have suff1c1ent personal funds to pay the ;l"

expenses to Mexico. and Cuba{ 46/ She sald that he had never had i:?

contact w1th Cuban refugee organlzatlons to her knowledge. 47/
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Rodriguez told the FBI that Loéez left Rey West
in late 1963 to go to Tampa with the hope of being able
to return to Cuba. 48/ Rodriguez said he_believed‘Lopez wanted't:‘
-to return to Cuba because he was afraid of being drafted into’
-the U.Ss. military. 49/ Rodriguez said Lopez.was not inuolved
in any pre—Castro activity while living in Key West,.but.that
Lopez was "definitely"” pro-Castro. §Q/ Rodriguez receunted'that
in one instance he and Lopez actually had affistéfiéht over
ﬁopez's pro-Castro sympathies.'éi/ Vv o
‘. In a report in March i9é§{*the‘FBI reported that'LopezA
had attended a meeting of the Tampa Fair Play for Cuba'Committeea
. on November 20, 1g§g 52/ The report also stated that at a
_ meetlng of the droup on November 17, 1963, Lopez stated that he
had been refused travel back to Cuba.' He said at that time |
~ that he was waltlng for a phone call from Cuba to get word on
his departure to Cuba. 53/ ' |

According to that report in March 1964 a‘mehber'of the'

Tampa FPCC stated that she called a frlend in Cuba on December 8

1963 and was told that Lopez had arrlved safely. 54/ The memoer”

_ Lopez had not dellvered glfts to persons 1n Cuba from pe ple

in Plorlda as he had promlsed to do. 55/ Tne menber stateu
also that the Tampa chaoter of the FPCC had given Lopez
approximately $190 for the réturn trip to Cuba. 56/ The member

said that Lopez had gone to Cuba by way of Mexico because he did

rot’ have a passport. 57/
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The March 1964 FBI report listed Lopez's passport as
#310162, which had been issued in January, 1960, and his
Mexican tourist card as "M8-24553, issued ﬁovember 20, 1963
in Tampa.>§§/ It stated that Lopez entered Mexico:by privete»

‘auto at NueVo Laredo.on November 23, 1963 and departed for
Havana on November 27 as the only passenger on a Cubana fllght
carrylng a Cuban courtesy visa. 59/

Accordlng to the FBI file, Lopez's mother,_Esperanza'3
Rodrigues, was born in KeyVWest,.Florida.vég/ The file |
listed ﬁhiee cousins and four uncles who resided and workea_in

"the Key West area with their families. 61/ |

Lopez's FBI file contains a memo from the Tampa office

dated October 26, 1964 which states: | |

it is felt that information developed

regarding the subject is not sufficient

to merit con51deratlon for the Securlty

Index. 62/ .

The only information transmittéd by the FBI to the Warren

'CommlsSLOn on Lopez concerned a check at the Passport Offlce. 63/_-_
‘Tne lnformatlon the _Bureau dld send to the Comm1551oniabout the-:'ﬁ

"clampa chapter of the FPCC dld not 1nclude any lnformatlon on'

Lopez s act1v1t1es. 64/ The CIA apoarently dld not provxde fng

- any 1nformatlon on Lopez to the Warren Comm1551on. As p01nted '?~:

out in the Senate report; thls omission is made mo egreglous



i

[y

Cusan-American...page 12

incorrect on Seteral points: Lopez's name was-misspelled
"Lopes"”; it stated that Lopez entered Mexico on foot when

the CIA repeated the FBI's conclusion that he had traveled

by auto; it gave incorrect digits in Lopes's passport

number; it stated that the Mexican tourist visa was issued

in Nuevo Laredo and not Tampa; and it reported that he

stayed at the Cuban Embassy. 67/ Based on these inaccu:aCies,
the éﬁspect;;lggneral concluded that."the source patently

was extensively misinformed » 68/ Based on that observatlon,-

wENd ——
the ;aep-cten-eenerel completely di scounted the cable

- by the Deputy Cnlef of Stat%en~lg<ﬁiflCO<Clty: arch 20,
j<é§§;>that th dex1ca;%gdileggsource M™formation ]lbed"
with what had 8 been yorted-By the CIA s source. 69/

Presunably the dlscreoanc1es pointed out by the

TF R N

1 are meant to explain the

that'the

CIA dld not take ‘more aggre351ve 1nvestlgatlve step/‘to

ascertaln whether there mlght have “been” some connectlon

between Lopez and the assaSSLnatlon. ' In that regard the

T

1977-}espector~éeaerei reoort explalns that the Agency ti;g"

had no other means of 1nvest1gat1ng Lopez at hlS dlsposal
and had carrled the lead as far as it was able by
questlonlng a Cuban defectorvabout Lopez. While the fact -

of the CIA's lack of access to further information about

-
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Lopez may well be the case, that fact does not explain either
the failure of the CIA to take more seriously the_suspicions

of the sources, or most importantly, to report whatever . |

information it had to the Warren Commission. In that

TF &
regard the attempts,af'the inspee%ea—eenerai"to denlgrate

the value of the information prov1ded on Lopez do not
X095/ Sy nae Lo
d&m&ﬂ*&h the apparent neg&aqenee of the Agsncy -w serlously
pursufse the 1nformatlon as 1t was recelved. The Agency is
not to be faulted for the strength of its intelligence
gathering, but rather for the judgment which kept that ;////
intelligence from the governmental body, the Warren
Commission, which was mandated to pass on the strehgth of
‘exactly that kind of information.

From the information collected by the FBI, there

i se bl

appear to be we&%-cxa&s&neﬁ reasons both for Lopez's

desire to return to Cuba and his solicitation of the help of a

local FPCC chapter for that travel His contacts in Florida

appear on thelr face to be lnnocent sad-pompotttiead and not -

in any way counected w1th the assaSSLnatlon .Despite the_p

suggestlon by the Senate report of susplc1on 1n the fact
that Oswald may have been 1n touch w1th that same FPCC
N R . |

apter,ﬂno evidence &GPG&*O to suggost that Oswald was

actually in touch w1th the Tampa FPCC, or that Lopez was

connected in any way with Oswald'or Dallas.
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' s0 1t would ‘have had to reveal the sens;tlve CIA operatLOn :

'whlch generated the 1n1t1al 1nformatlon on Lopez s travel to Cuba

- o . . ,

Despite what is now known about Lopez, the Warren

Commission may well have wanted to lay to rest
suspicions which would remain about Lopez, and satisfy
itself that these circnmstances in noiway indicate_foreign
involvement in the assassination. The CIA has contributed
to those suspicions by not airing the matter and explaining .CZ’
circumstances which could shed light on otherwise sinister |
appearing events.

| The Committee has documented instances where the CIA
decided to forego passing informationlto,the Warren Comﬁission'
out of a desire to not lay bare extremely sensitivehsonrces |
and methods of intelligence. Tbe‘(L’IfiRE) operation»"”/

certalnly falls w1th1n that caté&ﬁ??‘aﬁﬁfas soon as the CIA

‘\

began rece1v1ng 1nformatlon ;ha.

LIFIRE was the source of
N

the information abou\\LopeZAS travel, the cables and

.
~.

messages reflected the deésire to not reveal that method.
. It also seems plau51ble that the FBI likewise chose not to‘(\ (')
f} L0

_dlvulge what it had learned about Lopez because in do;ng

Von Novemberv27.
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 See Senate Report, p 104
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Ibid. at T _

According to ﬁg;%z/s FBI file, he registered with the
Selective Service at Key West on July 29, 1960 and
was classified 4-F on February 23, 1962 due to a
language barrier. :

FBI Report, 3/31/64, Serial 105-126109-9.
Ibid. at

Ibid.

FBI Report, 10/26/64, Serial 105-126109-13.

Senate Report, The Investigation of the Assa531natlon of’
President John F. Kennedy Book VvV, p.63. s

1d.

' fﬁfﬂf F-/zce: DR
cIa Cla551fled Document 1977eﬁﬁﬁ*ﬁ#mgaeeﬁa*a%*s Report
Tab B, p.16.
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Ibid. at 17.






