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r7 Judge seals King tape·s f~.r 50 years · .c \ 

WASHINGTON (UPI) - A federal Smith refused to order the tapes 
jud,$.e has ordered ail the FBI's tapes destroyed, as Lee asked. But gave the 
of ~ts surveillance of Martin Luther FBI 90 days to give the archives. all 
Ki~g Jr. sealed in the National copies of the·tapes an~ transcript~ of 
Ar hives for 50 years. its Hugs and wiretaps of King andf,the ' 

. .S. District Judge 'John -Lew,ls SCLC offices between 1963 and t96i[ 1
\ 

Smith issued· the order Monday after Lee also asked for damages- but 
hearing a damage suit against the. Smith ruled tpis \Yas barred by .a 
FBI by Bernard Lee, a former assist- three-year statute of limitations ·\· 
ant to the slain civil rights leader, and .which began to. run at the time ~ee 
the Southern Christian Leadership and the · SCLC first ·knew about . the I 

l Conference. surveillance. 
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