This document is made available through the declassification efforts
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of:

The@BIaCioVatlt

The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world. The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages
released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com


http://www.theblackvault.com

Date:08/12/93

Page:1
JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM
IDENTIFICATION FORM
. AGENCY INFORMATION eleased under the John
. Kennedy
AGENCY : WC Ssassination Records
RECORD NUMBER : 179-40001-10168 ollection Act of 1992
(44 USC 2107 Nate).
RECORDS SERIES : ase#:NW 55355 Date:
25: INTERNAL FILES 1-24-2017

AGENCY FILE NUMBER

- . v - G W= G = e e e SR G AR S G e G e e m  Em . e W e B e e e G M e e e S e e G M e e G e M G R e e e M e e e N e S S em e e G

DOCUMENT INFORMATION
ORIGINATOR : WC
FROM : SLAWSON, W. DAVID
TO : RECORD
TITLE

DATE 04/22/64
PAGES : 68

SUBJECTS :
WARREN COMMISSION, TRIP TO MEXICO

DOCUMENT TYPE : PAPER, TEXTUAL DOCUMENT
CLASSIFICATION : U
RESTRICTIONS : REFERRED
CURRENT STATUS : P
DATE OF LAST REVIEW : / /

OPENING CRITERIA

COMMENTS :
P. 1-68; BOX Co02

- - . e = = m e G e P e W e = e e - e G e e e e A T e e e S M e M e e e e e en AR P G G e e e e G P M e e e Ve e e G e

H# 55355 DocId:32209809 Page 1



, . .CIAHAS.NO.OBJECTION.TO ....
‘ / DECLASSIFICATION AND/OR

RELEASE OF THIS nocuw?;rrg7 B | -
ASSNWﬂEméﬁytaﬁ, L e e -

| TOFr SETREE
- MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD = April 22, 1964

FRQM: " W. David Slawson
“SUBJECT: "'rrip to Mexico cny |

On Wednesday, April 8 1964 Mr Howard P Willens,
Mr William T. Coleman, Jr., and Mr. W. David Slawson, all on -
the staff of the Commission, flew. from Washington, D. C; to.
Mexico City. Mr. Coleman returned on Sunday, April 12 and
Mr. Slawson and Mr. Willens feturnéd on an airplahe'ieaving
Mexico'City at'about 3:20, Mondéy afternoon, April 13. ‘This
memorandum will briefly summarize this trip pius some of ‘the

meetings held in preparation for 1t.

TUESDAY - APRIL 7

10:20 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Willens, Coleman and Slawson met(with‘Assistant.'
Secretafy of State for Latin,Americén AffairS‘Thomas Mann,
 Mr. Thomas Ehrlich of the Office of the Legal Adviser for the
-State Depaftment, and-two aldes to Itr. Mann'in;Mr.1Mann'é_.
‘office at about 10:2d<a;m. Assistant Secretary Mann was‘V.
Ambassador to Mexico at the time of the aséassinatibn and-
personally direc;ed tﬂe inveétigatbry'effort and ouf relatibns
~with the Mexican law enﬁprcement authorities 1mmediately after |

the newsof the President's death reached Mexico City. .A copy
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-kind of ruthless action, eithér through some hope'6f>gaining_
'from it or simply as revénge. The Aﬁbassédor added that not .
"éven the allegationsuof Alvarado-br other rumors which may have

been cﬁrfent in México;Cit&'tOjthe effecﬁ that money had'been
given to Oswald were feally the cauée of his éﬁspicions;lsince‘
the Alvarado allégations were not made until a day or so later,
but that the fact that Oswald had visited the Cuban and Russian
Embassies in Mexico City shortly before the assassination, which
he had learned from his sééurity officers,at'the Embaésy, plus
what he beliéved,about Castro's character, Seemed sufficient'tq
him to raise the.gravesf-suspicions. Lateay—he—poineed-eut._
when»-he-'fh&d--ah.chme-_to_li.sm.-towthewborm:-’Armaﬁ.. T, b

Ambassador Mann knew of no contacts by Oswald with
anyone in Mexico City-other than his visits to the Cuban and

Soviet Embassies and his staying at the Hotel del Comefgio.

henever anyone left orenteredsjifizﬂggin'éﬁg}ances, at/least.
uring the normal visiting howrs”on Monday through Frida)

co ) T :
luring the dézfigg,uhén pictures could be taken without
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view of the facts known to him and his assistants at the time .

and in view of the extreme seriousness of the occurrence.

-

3:30' p.m. - 'h: 30 p.m. .

At 3: 30 in the afternoon ‘Mr. ‘fw?of the CIA

"icame to the Commission offices and conferred there with
‘SIawson, Willens and Coleman. " This conference grew out of a
suggestion made by Mr. Richard Helms of the CIA about two
weeks previous, in which he had mentioned that it would be a -
| good,idea if a representative.of‘his,agencyimet with those
perSOns from the ‘Commission who planned to go to Mexico jnst
before they left, in order to insure that the -CIA could -

properly advise us of any last-minute arrangements and properly

alert 1ts people in Mexico of our arrival

We discnssed whether we-wouldtjourney to Mexico

'officially and openly or completely incognito, and ”va_
- offered to make arrangements to get us into Mexico completely

unnoticed 1f we desired to do so. We told him that we did not

Want to try to keep‘the trip entirely secret. We would do our
'fbest to avoid any kind of newspaper publicity or public |

_announcements. We intended to introduce ourselves at the 3

HY 55355 DocId:SEEDBBhQ Page 4



NOOBJECTONTO A GO\
CEEJSQWWAHONANDGQBT~A it W\
OELEASE OF THIS DOCU 05 @p .

ASSNunum &) v o _— ':‘, « &

EmbasSyAand to Mexican officials aé what.we in faot~were,

representatives of the Commission; _r‘

e

' hief;&or Meﬁico, we pould be'worgfng wi%hwbﬁe ‘of the
to’-foreign opefatives in thelr entire organization. He said:

T Bty sa‘i”a"’b‘haﬁf’i}) ealing with ? Winston Scot‘b,

that the CIA would give us. complete cooperation.

uw;@@n:our'entire proposed pian . :

. We outlined ﬁo )57
once'we.arrIVedain Mexico, in geoeral terms; and'asked~for;his
- comments on - how best to'achie#e our goals.~ His reply_ 4in every -
1nstance was that we- should deal on the spot. with‘zw w{“‘
m‘thought that our propos'ed Journey was a very -good iidea.
He repeated what Mr. Helms of the CIA had said a while ago,
that there is no substitute for the "ease officer“ being
- the spot." o ' . |

WEDNESDAY -. APRIL 8

-S:iS.a.m. toA7:094p.ma

Our-plane:ﬁas scheduled_to leave‘Washington from'. _
Dulles Airport at 9:30 1n:the-morning and accordinglyAallathree. e'
of us met at i:he’washington Air Terminal in. the Albert Pick 1
Motel at about 8:15 and .}ater arrived at the Airport at about
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.‘his ekpeft opinion was that no foreign eonspiracy arising’out .
of or connected with the territory of Mexico existed in con-
| h"nection with the assassination. He said that he felt that if.
“such had existed although perhaps they would not have solved
‘_1t‘by-this time, they at least would have some firm indication
that. 1t was in existence, which indications were in fact
_lacking. We asked Anderson how many different allegations of
' coﬁspiracy had beeo received by his office and he replied 'six.
These'were- the Gutierrez allegation, the Alvarado allegation,
the Diaz Verson allegation, the Martino-RoJa allegation, the
letter from Victor Cohen, and therallegation concerning the .
Stanford University student. Mr. Slawson coﬁmented that in his
opinion onl& the first three allegatiops mentioned even seemed

serious and that, after analysis, the'only one that still seemed

serious was Gutierrez'. Anderson readlly agreed..

3:20 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. B

‘ T p) I
ﬂiazw‘
After lunch the three of us went to. '8 office,

and were there introduced to[hzs,deput%' ﬁ‘i:V{lf%%M};Q
conference was begun by giving us a complete

narrative of the’CIA'S*actiVities in connection with Lee Harvey

Oswald, beginning 1n?September 1963 when they first picked up
. . * 2 ¢ o X
information that Oswald had appeared at the Russian and Cuban

21
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Embassies.--Nn-—Saatt stated at the beginning of his narrative
that he intended to make a complete disclosure of all facts,

~rincluding the sources of his information, and that he under-

‘, stood that all three of us had been cleared for Top Secret
and that we would not disclose beyond the confines ofpthe
Commission and its:immediate~staff the information we‘obtained'

through him without first clearing it with his superiors in :
Washington. We agreed to this. ’ ' '

'.mr:15c53y7s narrative of course’ took a rather'lonv

time to-complete, and we interrupted‘ at many points with
specific questions. Dunin@»themccurse“of*fﬁ” narratrvenwammanaw—
- Shown. the. actual«transcripts’ p&us—thewtrans&ations»«ofma&&wthemegm.
IR oottt U WE Ve 2 TS ShowA- e Tealh ...
_of ph.otegrapﬁs’"‘fbr aII”"E “&a’ysﬂﬂf“m»mma.m,taken -

_Ms_,sLSEZEQ narrative disclosed that the CIA's action immedi-

-ately-after the assassination consisted basically of alerting

all its confidential sources of information throughout Mexicoif:

. to immediately channel all information into their headquarters,\i,
and of compiling as complete dossiers as possible on Oswald and
everyone.else throughout Mexico who at that time the CIA knew-

: had-had‘some_cOntact‘wiﬂh Oswaid. This meant especiallym.:

Silvia Duran,-who:becausevshe‘had previously been having'an
22
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‘that photograqué coverég” was iimite by an-; '
irge tb'ekg'daylight.%gikday_hoﬁré;xbecausg ;f léék qféfu,§5f o
érd'becausé%pb’adequagé’teéhhical,mea3§ for 5ék1ng,phot. r phs
" : - u . {*1¢h

whs of course %%F'o :the question uhder:} , had
N lk X . ' ’.‘ .

b@eﬁ developed.

from

ybasically the same 1hfbrmat16nuwe.had -

prom the FBI, though somewhat attenuated

because, as _::i”'!. f: figgpointéd out, thé'FBIfwacharnying' o

thé‘p:imary'reSpdnsibility with Gutierrez.
Gutierrez! story-might~be-vontirmea sr¥eTuted by photograph

aken by the CIA{>thatf;hﬁparticﬁlar-fhe 3?Eghobile he clai a
0 héve_seen m1gh§ ”g;jup'on:the fr12§é§Wpf éom9 of'ﬁhes:p
otographs, agpf%e inquired whetggﬁégn appropriatelex' ihal
6n of the 'cture reels had Jpé’én made. - rep‘l éa thaﬁh.
cﬁ an i}éﬁination ﬁad nq§¢§2£ been made and tha ‘he “.

spec %E that it‘woulifdiéélqse nothing new, } ééuse“the

.- fraphs covered Jdttie more than the eng ance 1tselfgi‘f

%ver,_he,prom%?éd_to make such an exag

v later SQQtﬁf;eportedﬁto us .that QFéh‘an examinat

been made and proved-ﬂEE&tEvév)—ﬁv"“‘fﬁﬂﬂﬁ

 _'_  25‘ S
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In answer to our question,
their professional opinions that there probably was not a
}Tforeign cénspiracy connected witﬁ Mexico involving the
assassination of the President. They, like Anderson, felt
that had there been such a conspiracy they would at least by

‘this time have had some firm indications of its existence.

a:meeting with Secretary

Echevarriaﬁfor‘al three of us at the earllest possible time.

A
We wanted . %:d_erson there, If possible, both as ¢t
f e e
1nterpreterv and because previous personal acqu a;ance
J - ;

with the Secretary would facilitate our dealings. Seess tele-

phoned Anderson and confirmed this request.

We then reentered our discussion of the assassination
in general, as it related to Mexlico. It appeare@ that the CIA
in Washingtqg hqd not forwarded certaln material developed
elsewhere to » even though these.materials might have
reasonably related to the Mexican investigations. For example,
the contents of the letter which Oswald wrote to the Russian
Embassy after he returned to the United States, desdribin% o
certain aspects of his trip, had never been disclosed to :éﬂr
or ﬁis staff. We showed them the contents of thié letter at

this meeting.

HW¥ 55355 DocId:32209809 Page 9
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time, but that it not be permitted to hold up the information
at this stage. '

Osw-ﬁd wasin~Mexicoq::ﬁ¥;”asing 3< a key the rect;that

Oswfid's attempt to ain a—vise was*«robably communio'ted to ;

Wasfington on FrLday or Saturday, Septemb:_ 27 or 28. scottA-"

poifted out QHQ% all his office daid with cod*; materialg was o
: toi-end tpég back to the National Security Agenc#;in Wa‘hington

1n.th Aorm in which it obtained them. ‘They felt tlat he code-

'lhing might ‘be possible, however, and shoufﬁ“ﬁ@“ﬁr&e&-uma ~'

- ‘FRIDAY - APRIL 10
© 9:00 .a.m. to 9:45 a.m.

A}

.. Coleman, Willens and Slawson appeared at the FBI
offices at'Q:OO_a;m;,,aé we had agreed to do the previohs “1
evening, and there met Rolfe Larson. The plan had been that we

. '» . 28 - - e
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accurately identifying documentary material, by number or
other code, and advised him to see that the number of hands
‘tthrough which a document‘was passed was kept to a minimum and
that each document was. kept in the custody of a reliable
person &t all times. Larson gé&e the impression of readily
understanding all this and he of course agreed to our sugges-

tions.

3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

‘e I

c“‘

By pre—arrangement we met at 3:30 ‘with ﬂ!ﬂ!ﬁU!Fihiﬂib
With him again was his assistant’- The occasion for

0‘r&"”ﬂ¥ﬁis meeting was télgivemus- 3% - go—~bhrough-all
the ”carefully and to use fn as a basis for

reconstructing 03wa1d's actig;;ies insofar as they touched
Embassies. This

upon the Cuban and Sovi

d, and we then

tt the result our work, for their

comment. agreeh in evel respect Jh our conclusions. ."
I will npt go into great” detall her'.‘ecause these conclusions |
| will f course be-incorporated %p&gur narrative report on
%yﬁald's ac vities in Mexicg4 but in épff?ﬁe.the conciusibns
Tollows: ' s '
On Friday, ibef 27: .~
- Time £ o< 4 < ‘EM :
sl . jf o ’
10:00°a.m. 'y Woja bus
L “mmetiexico City AN

o et s o e

WW 55355 DocId:32209809 Page 11 T O P S ECRES



CIA HAS NO OBJECTION TO

DECLASSIFICATIONANDIOR ., ¢ 4/
RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENFy) SE/ ' ~
_ ASSANITIZED - ’er) _ TOP SECRET
PO o N ’ — |
. ] . ‘ﬁ—-m~.i,A;’\ - ; e
. - .Oswald telepﬁ"ﬁe Russianv:
: , Embassy, to get vi s‘to '
- _Odessa.” A
_ -Sometine ter . Oswald visits Cub n Consulate.
IsomeTtime 1Mter . Oswald visits 5ﬁ§sian_
: still S - Consulate. . # -
" the Cuban’

;-Some time latex  Oswald visi |
‘st1l1l, which ‘ Consulate d during this visit
4includes the perjod Silvia Durén calls the Russian -

;05 to U4:26 in the Consulatefand soon thereafter

- afternoon the Russdan Consulate telephones
_ é A her bacl . :
‘ Sat?rday, September 28 -gfi *
JTimev.rb‘_ ' ' .
iMorning . gg%a d‘yisits tne Russian

‘Some time includ- Oswald sits the Cuban -
ing 11:51 a.m. 4 -Consulatd and during this visit
- ' , ~Silvia D 10t

‘iConsulate.

1Some ‘time lat;_;.

. Embassy and 1s told %o call -
the Russian Consulate-instead.

Oswald calls the Sovie o
COnsulate. e is hung up on. s

7

/7

g/' We then’/iscussed the Dorticos-Afnas 3 m 8 i OB

examined the in some detail. i:!e asked/Mr. Scot' A
j - |

HW 55355 DocId:32209809 Page 12

Oswald telephones t'e Russian ';_.i;



ClA HAS NO OBJECTION TO .
DECLASSIFICATION AND/OR ‘ ;
RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENT - 2 0P S5 FECREDP

Assmmzeo@f\sw ,q 14 ch.) | o
received in Mexico and in Washington from the CIA. All of us.

realized that any decisions arrived at this afternoon could
be tentative only, since the final decision would have to be

made at the higher echelons of both the. CIA and the Commission.

' Slawson. put out the suggestion that the Commission might

- publish a _narrativewcontaining all the detail obtainable from

Silvia Duran's statements and from the "open" investigations

through the CIA's

carried on by FBI agents and Mexican police agents throughout

,Mexico, supplemented to some. - Py the information obtained

T:‘—Z"" ¢yﬂf’£22 o"

1n£nnmants. ThiS”supplement however, wouId'nGt”bE“Tﬁ'détaiI'

" rathe¥; “for example) it would- userphnases likei"in the after- ' e

‘noon™ 1A plice of "YTOSTp.m. T Also, no absoIute” quetesquuld W;m

T TOR

'be_nsed.-—only-tHE'sﬁﬁstaﬁEé or convers&tions*ﬁﬁ”ld be’ gi%%ﬁﬁf“"

The sources for. this narrative would be stated to be Silvia

'Duran s interrogation, the open investigations and 'other

confidential sources considered reliable by the Commission and »;:
the federal'intelligence agencies“involved." Mr. Scott's replyA“
to thiS'suggestion=wasuthatvhe thonght it would be acceptable |
to the CIA. He said that although it involved a certain amount

oflcompromise of‘his.securityfarrangements;‘the compromiSetWas:'

‘ acceptable°mhen-balanced‘against the importance of the occasion.

‘HW 55355
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7 _
: afything’that would permit en:zyfintelligence to ditiover who

* CIAHAS NO OBJECTION TO

'DECLASSIFICATIONANDIOR ~~~ p>
RELEASE OF THIS DOCUMENT ¢ ¢ 1)

1§telligence the. existence‘o this particulaxf” |

’CIA. His reply wﬁs that{ they probably assum?d its ,XPY‘%
e 1stence anyway._ (It shou%d be noted that the ErOPOSairput ﬁ"

tpep A's 1nformants are in Mgkico or where. they n.! located. -
i i

We ‘then briefly-discusSed the statement of'Silv1a"'

" Duran which we had read earlier 1n the day in the FBI offices.

The CIA had not yet seen this statement

7v5;30:p,m. to 6:00 pmm.

| Tre three of us then returned to Clarke Anderson‘s’v
office. Anderson gave us a report on his meeting with Ibanez.
'He. told us that Ibanez and he had discussed our making arrange-l*
ments to see Silvia Duran.' The outcome of the discussion wa31‘

that- Ibanez himself was very agreeable but said that he would

B have to clear it with his superior, Echevarria.

.6;00 g,m.fto 6&}0 p.m.h

We returned to room 510 and on the way there were

: handed a copy of the formal -request to the Mexican Government

for its_complete report on the assassination. AA copy is j}

Hy 55355 DocId: 32209809 Page 14
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trying to follow up. For the last month or two, however,

Betty Mora had beeh extremely sick and so this whole-line‘of
‘invéstigation was temporarily stymied. For several years

Betty Mora has not been 1in éood health, and in Anderson's

opinion she is not a reliable person anyway, so he did not feel

that her assertions would ever‘amount to much." He promised us

a report on. them, however, notwithstanding his feeling that

they were not to be accorded a great deai of weight.

Finally, we posed the question to, Anderson whether
he knew of anything further, important or unimportant, which *
we as representatives of the President's Commission ought to
_be told. After some thinking and after asking Larson whether
he had anything along these lines anq recelving a negative

response, Anderson replied that he believed he had given us

everything he knew. - e . N i
%,, .[‘%M,{’ ,
. We then briefly dropped ihto the CJfA's office agai%
: o y that the

exapination of the reels of photographs pegrtaliniplg to the time
pefiods covering Gut

rez' visits ¢ the Cubs Embass Hag
the regpufts were pefatives” No to-

the pMbtographs apd ng-flersonsAiere showp

% .
‘degefiptions giver by Gutierrgd or w6 migk
beﬁ? Gutigrfez himself. (I will note hépeThat wesdrd
. , ' 5
2-o0P—SECRET
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W CH
then asked M—end-. the same question we

had asked Knderson about there any further 1n§'ormation

a -
PR e i

we should be gilven. was to |

the same effect as Anderson's.

59
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taxicab from his hotel to the neighborhood of the

Cuban and Russian Embassies and return, but that he

almost certainly walked back and forth between the
b two embassies once he was in that neighborhood);

8. Various telephone calls (In this connection I told .
Larson that it would be sufficient for our purposes
if the FBI were to furnish us with the cost of a
single local call, since we were probably in a better
position to figure out how many telephone calls Oswald
made than was the FBI); and

9. Purchase of six picture postcards.’

0, smston Scott's offi

he metfr. Scoty's secretary, JDottie,"” as arrgpe®d by Mr. Scot]

the previous Saturdd tie carried thgslelephone

fd them over to Mr. Slawsol

info the nearby confgfenge room, hang

ghd remained infhe room thigugMbut the entire time Mr. Slawson

6rked on thfm. Mr. SlaysOn spent until about 11:30 taking note}

om the after which he\returned them to Dottie. Thbse

notes are ipg.#he attached memorandum é}ted. April 21, 1964. .

r A -~ - 7 "
hene=he=met Mr. Wi]lenag\ The two of us held a very brief discussion

with Mr. Clarke Anderson in his office. Mr: Willens told Anderson
that he, Willens, and Slawson and Coleman as well had been very |
favorably impressed ‘with the high quality of the FBI officers we had
met in Mexico City and with the manner in vhich they were carrying
out their work in connection with the assassination. It was apparex;t;.
however, that except for the "Alvarado" investigation, which 80 far
as we could observe had been very thoroughly handled, high-quality
- 64 - <1 "
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