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MEMORANDUM. FOR RECORD April 22~ 1964 

FROM: W. ·David Slawson 

k·SUBJ:ECT: ·Trip to Mexico City 

On \'lednesday, April 8, 1964· Mr. Howard P. Willens~· 

Mr. William T. Coleman:,·Jr., and Mr. W. David Slawson, all on 

the staff of the Commission, f'lew · from Washington, D;.. C • to 

Mexico City. · Mr. Coleman returned on Sun.day, April 12 and 

Mr. Slawson and Mr. Willens retUrned on an airplane leaving 

Mexico City at about 3:20, Monday afternoon~ April 13. This 

memorandum will briefly summarize this trip plus some of the. 

meetings held in preparation tor it. 

TUESDAY - APRIL 7 

10£20 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 

Willens, Coleman and·. Slawson met with Assistant . 

Secretary of State for Latin .American Affairs Thomas Mann, 

Mr. ·Thomas Ehrlich of the Office of the Legal Adviser for the 

State Department, and· two aides to I·~. Mann in Mr. Mann's. 

office at about l0:20.a.m. Assistant Secretary Mann was 

Ambassador to Mexico at the time of the assassination and· 

personally directed the investigatory· effort and our r.elations~ 

· with the Mexican law enf~rcement authorities immediately after 

the newsof the President's death reached Mexico·City. A copy 
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-kind of ruthless action, either through ·some hope of gaining 

·rrom it or simply as revenge. The Ambassador added th~t not 

even the allegations of Alvarado or other rumors which mayhave 

been current in Mexico City to the effect that money had been · 

given to Oswald were really the cause of his suspicions, since 

the Alvarado allegations were not made until ·a day or so later, 

but that the fact that Oswald had · visited the Cuban and .Russian 

Embassies in Mexico City shortly before the assassination, ·which 

he had learned from his security_ officers .at· the Embassy, plus. 

what·he believed about Castro's character, seemed sufficient ·to 

him to raise the .gravest· suspicions. r.ateP1 he puineeei aut_ 

when···he··'h!td-·a...,~e __ 'ta._llsten •.. to .. ,.tbe .. ·D&P1;;1.coa~ArQ1AA .. ~ 

i:l1a Sllitp!-C~OiUt .. w~rer-4:tt-retig'tWI&R&Q,. 

Ambassador Mann knew of .no contacts by Oswald ·:with 

anyone in Mexico City other than· his visits· to the Cuban and 

Soviet Embassies and his staying at the Hotel del Comercio. 

4J"I""Q.'"•·Ii;Ja.dot. ... ~IL~B,.1.<1..-.j;JtlaJt;....4~~~;.&3~j~NK:~-1H!Ieil!""1 

tographs of both the Cuban and Soviet 
,_.. -:.-1':·-J-- • 

. . .--::"' 
anyone le:ft or entered thei~···entrances, 

the normal · visiting !}oar~Monday through Fri 
. . .- . 

could be taken without 

3' 

'l'OP SEOftET 
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view of the facts known to him and his assistants at the time 

and in view of the .extreme seriousness o:f the occurrence • 
... 

3: 30 p • m. - 4: 30 p • m. . 

At 3:30 in the afternoon Mr • .-~.f ·the CIA 

. came to the Commission offices · and conferred thezoe with 

Slawson., Willens and Coleman • . This conference grew out of a 

suggestion made by Mr. Richard Helms o.f the CIA about two 

weeks previous, in .which he had mentioned that it would be a 
. I • 

good idea ·i.f a representative . of his agency ·met with those 

persons from the · ·commission who . planned to go to Mexico just 

before they left., in order to insure that the ·· CIA cou~d 
.. 

properly advise us of any last-minute arrangements and properly 
'. 

alert its peop1e in Mexico of our arrival. 

We discuss·ed wh~ther we ·would· journey to f-1~x1co 

officially and openly .or completely incognito., and I l • •.1 _ ' ': , , 1~ • 

· offered to make arrangements to get us into Mexico completely 

unnoticed if we desired to do so.. We told him that we did · not 

want to try to keep the trip entirely secret. We would do our 

·best to avoid aqy .kind or newspaper publicity or public 

announcements. We intended to introduce ourselves at the 

6 

... 
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Embassy· and to Mexican · officials as what we in fact · were,· 

representatives of the Commission. 

•/~=a ~GJ"-"li"g ,:~t\1 '7 W1~s~;~_, _S,<:ott, 
the hief .J'or. ~co, we 1ould .p,e".wor~ wft~<~tre of the 

.. / .. >-/ . ' . - ···' . . :•" .··'""' ) ::.-··· ,. 
to ·roreign o~atives .. ·.in th·err entire .. cr.r{artiza1f1.on. He said ·. 

that the CIA would give us . complet·e cooperation • 

. We outline.d to-... .. our · entire proposed plan 

once we . arrived .iri Mexico, in general terms, arid . asked for .his ., 
. . 

· .comments on how best to· achieve our goals. . His . rep.ly ·in every # • • 

instance was that ·we ·should deal .on the spot. with$a (-'~sd~--...-~{:..-;"1~ . 
- ,thought that our proposed journey was a very ·good idea. 

" 

He repeated what Mr • . Helms of the CIA had said a while ago, 
' 

-that there is ·no · substitute for the "case · oft'icer" being "on · 

the spot." 

WEDNESDAY -. APRIL 8 

8:15 a.m~ to 7:00 p.m~ 

Our plane was sch~duled to leave Washington from 

Dulles Airport at ·9:30 in .the ·morning and accordingly all three. 
·' . . 

~ 

of us met at the Washington Air Terminal in . the Albert .Pick .. · 

Motel at about 8:15 and tater .arrived at the Airport at about 

7 
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.. 
his expert opinion was that no foreign conspiracy arising out 

of or connected with the territory of Mexico existed in con-
., 
nection ·with the assassination. He said that he felt that .. if_ 

·such had existed, although perhaps tney would not have solved 

it ·by this time, they at l.east would have some firm indication 

that it was in existence, which indications were in fact 

_lacking. We. asked Ande:rson how many diff"erent allegations of 

conspiracy had been received by his orfice and he replied, six. 

These were: the Gutierrez allegation, the Alvarado allegatio~, 

the Diaz_ Verson allegation, the Martino-Rojaallegation_, the 

le.tter from Victor Cohen, and the allegation concerning -the 

Stanford University student~ Mr. Slawson commented that in his 

opinion only the first three allegations mentioned even seemed 

serious and that_, after analysis, the only one that still seemed 

serious was Gutierrez' • Anderson readily agzoeed • . 

/1 I I! 

Arter lunch the three of us went to .MP.'tt,~~rfs orrice, 

3:20 p.m. to 6:00 p .• m. 

and were there introdu~ed t~~~feputy4P 

conference was begun by Nita·~ giving us a complete 

The 

. . . 

narrative or the"CIA's ·activities in connection with Lee Harvey 

Oswald_, beginning in September 1963 when they first picked up • • 

information that Oswald had· appeared at the Russian and Cuban 

21 
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Embassfes • . 

~ 0 P S K C R ~ T . /(A· ll - - -- -- - -- -

Mit Se.ett stated at .the beginning of his narrative 

. that hei intended to make a ·complete disclos~re . of all facts., ... 
.. including. the sources .of .his information, and that he .under~ 

. . 

. stood that all three -of us had· been cleared for Top Secret .. 

and thB;t we would not disclose beyond the confines-of the 

Commission and its immediate - staff the information we .obtained 

thro,ugh him· without . first clearing i-t with his superiors in 

Washington. We agreed to this. 

Uo 
... MI' _. 5eo~ narrati.ve· of co~se· took a rather long 

time t~ complete, and we. interrupted .Ji at· .many points with 

specific questions~ . nul!' :t;;>g~c~'or'~ffEr-liarratlvse '*&.··~ere ""'!" 

•. 

~~pwn .... the. ,,aet.uaJr~,,~Pi'p1n!t1''"·P"~1ri'lez trmu,iatm.e•, · ··~til ta&... .... _ . 

-~ · -teJ.eph0ft~':tnvtrl'V~lm ... ~tr·CQ~-~~.tAe .:ceeJ_s ...... " .. ··' 

. . or, ... t>b.~gt"8pl'fif .. "TO:fi'" a:t!..-t;'ne"'"'Q'a'"js~qae&b:tM1= .tftaA;. iloaQ.....bee.Q.,' tak&n ......... ~ ... ~· ' . . . . 

. :ti4PuJT~ narrative disclosed that the· ~IA' s action imriledi­

.ately after the assassina'\;ion_ consisted basically of aler~ing 

all its confidential sources of information t~oughout Mexico · 

to immediately channel all information into their headquarters, 
. ·• . !. ··-~ : . .: 

and of compiling as _complete dossiers as possible on Oswald and 

everyone else throughout Mexico who at that time the CIA knew~ 

had had some contact with oswald. This meant especially 

Silvia Duran,· who .becaus·e s~e -had previously been having an 

22 
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t 
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emlfss1 s might be availabl,e': Sc't said they we,.e n t. 

ex, laine , that photograpq/c coverag\ was limite, by an , 

• l ge to _ 'e daylight ~kday hours, \becaus~ . lack of .·ru 

a d ~ecaus~~-,~o adequa.f tech~ical mea \~:for 
.a nigJ:it :fro~a long/distance without ti:C 

w s o:f course \t · -~J the question under ~~ - circumstance · had 
.,~- . 

b en developed. 

previously · 

up the question o:f Gutferrez ·and received 

basically . the same in~orma:tion .we _had 

FBI~ -though s.omewhat attenuated 

nted out, the FBI. was·carcying -

the primary responsibi~ity with G~tierrez • . r sugg&Stea bha1J 

Gutierrez~ .,.s.~·-""ftfi'ght.-b'e . toUnl'ltlm.! .. 61' -f\ijf'U'&ed.:·by photograph 
"'··~~~"' "1~-- ..... tiifilli. . ' ~-· . 

a1cen by the CIA,_ that .,..~ · particular the a~f'brnob~le he cla1 d -
I • • ' _ ~lj.! ;•?( , A~d~-r • • · : -' ~ 

o have . seen m1gh:~ow up Ot:l ... t~e fr~-~es o:f some _ of thes . . -.· 

otographs; ar:~~e inquired whe:.~~an app~opriate · e~ ina 

on o:f th~cture __ reels ha~~l~en made. ~ repl d tha . 

s ch an ermina tion _had no~~wet been made and tha l 
s specJ"o- that 1t woulyi~close nothing new, cause ,the , , 

p rraphs cove;e~ttie 'more· than th;z:~n ance itself. 

H /ev.er, he promi;ed to make · such an ex nation • 
.' ..,'t~ . ' . 

. d · ... ·later Scot~;-/reported• to us that S\l6h an examinat 
,. .f 

be.en rna e . and proved neg 

. 25 
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In answer to our question, 

their professional opinions that there probably was not a 

:foreign conspiracy connected with Mexico involving the 

assassination of the President. They, like Anderson, felt 

that had there been such a conspiracy they would at least by . . 
this time have had some indications of its existence. 

/4e~-;~~~~ "'~!f"":.rl~~....-ie--tM~~ a· meeting with Secretary 

Echevarria;' for al three of us at the earliest possible time. 
"' . J. 

We wanted bg+)t +ll.t •dfMr'· }nderson there, if possible, both as~. 

1nterpreterf and because ~~ p~ev1ous personal a~?-'(fltance 
with the Secretary would facilitate our dealings. i•••~ tele-

phoned Anderson and confirmed this request. 

We then reentered our discussion of the assassination 

in general, as it related to Mexico. · It appeared th.at the CIA 

in Washington had not forwarded certain material .developed 

elsewhere t;~, even though these .materials might have 

reasonably related to the Mexican investigations. For example, 

the contents of the letter which Oswald wrote to the Russian 

Embassy after he r.eturned to the United States, describi~ A. ~< 

certain aspects ~f his trip, had never been disclosed to ~ 

·or his staff. We showed them the contents of this letter at 
• this meeting. 

26 
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· T 0 P . S & ·c R & T ·,- -·- - ·- - - - -
time~ .. but ~hat. it not be permitted to hold up :the· in:formaticm 

at· this, stage •. 

Slaw Coleman discussed the cable tra:f:fic 

and . ban Em'bQ,~sies both -during the tim.e or Oswald I. s . 
. . ""· . . .- . . -. ' .. 

ther • in Septemb~October 1963 and imme~iately . . ter 

. assa,sination. Sco~nd ~said that. incre.ases o 

·. unu_sljal variations had ~n .noted at e er time. 

cuss J d br~efly the possi~rl· ties . 't the N~tional 
. / . -· 

· Agen_ y might be able to "brea,,. .. the codes for ..,.,. . 

d wa!l In. Meld.co .CI1jl'-;,sing key ·the fact that 

d's attempt to ~in a visa. communic ted to 

Was Ington on ~~or. Saturday, Septeinll rcott 

po~ ted out ~t all. his office did with cod . material; was_ . · .. 

tq; end t~· back to the National Security Agenc ·In waf>Ington 

In~t~:"' In ,wh~ch It obtained them. They felt t. at ·te code-: 

br~rig might be possible, however;, and should''ti'@•txlsia, 1:»> .·· 

_FRIDAY- APRIL 10 

9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m. 

... 
Coleman, Willens·and Slawson appeared at the.FBI 

o!':fi.ces at ·9:00 a:.m., . a! we had agreed to· do the previous 

evening, and there· met Rolfe Larson.- The plan had been tllat we 

.28 

T 0 P i K S R B ~ --- -·-----
NW 55355 Docld:32209809 Page 10 



~~------~----------------~--------~------------------~- --~-' 
CIA HAS NO OBJECTION TO 
DECLASSIFICATION AND/OR 
RELEASE OF THIS DOCUM't Jr) (}J J ~ f I 'i q Lj 
AS SANITIZED j_~) -~ 

~ T 0 i S E C a E T 

accurately identifying documentary material, by number or 

other code, and advised him to see that the number of hands 
·"' ·through which a docuinent w·as passed was kept to a minimum· and 

that each document was.kept in the custody of a reliable 
' . 

person a~ all times. Larson gave the impression of readily 

understanding all this and he of course agreed to our sugges­

tions~ 

' I. """'. . . ~}tr"'r 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. ,, L1 11 

.~!\ , 0 ' · \ By pre-arrangement we met at 3:30 with ·lLl!iiobeu Stet£ 

' / With him again was his assistant~.-. The occasion for 

the ~carefully and to use m as a basis for 
~ . 

--~ 

reconstructing Oswald's a~ti~-es insofar as they touched 
,.. ... 

upon the Cuban and Embassies. This d, and we then 

showed .... and 

comment. Th 

.. 
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.....•. ; ~ · .. 
. ........... :- ........ . 

. -·--:-· ......... ~ ... .:....._......._ ___ . . . . . . . . . . . . 

l Sometime 

-l some':tim.e 
. !still · · ·. 
. l 

:~ Some time late 
~l still which . . , . 

~ includes the pe 
}4: 05 to 4: 26 in 

, '·~ afternoon . 
'i' . 
~ 
J.; 
·.;: 

SatJrday, . September 
·, J . 
· ~ Time 

·J-

· Oswald telephOrre~· Russian · 
Embassy, to get ·"vi.sto . 
Odessa." ·· . /·· ·· · ·· . · . ·· 

Oswald visits Cuql Cons~l~te~ 
Oswald visits ¥asia~ . 
Consulate. ' : · 

.the Cubari : 
ConSulate d dUI'ing this .visit 
Silvia Pur. n calls the Russian -

e Consula t and · soon ·thereafter · 
the Rus an Consulate telephones 

28:\r i • 
. I 

fi" 

.. ·• 

!Morning .olwa. d 
,. ic~s~ 

t ,he · Ru.ssian 

. ·f Some time includ- i /os.iald sits the Cuban . 

1
·1ng ~1:5.1 a.m/;. / · Oon~ulat an<~. during this visit · 

. Silvia D n phoned the ·Russian . 
· Consulate · · ;.: · · 

L3ome time lat ·./· Oswald pr~ba ly ·_~gain visited 
~ ;· l ·. the Russian nsula.te . Tue~day, Octobfl . . 

-:; .r/ . 
fi·me / .· 
l -~· 

tp: 31 ~t! ~ 
'i /.1 .. \ . 

.. ·:\. 
. \ . 

Oswald telephones> tl\e Russian . · _ 
Embas·sy and. is told ~1~all · · 

:::a::::::~ Con~u~:~i~t~tead. . 
Consulate. hung up 

NW 55355 Docid:32209809 Page 12 
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received in Mexico and in Washington from 'the CIA. All of us 

realized that any decisions arrived at. this -afternoon could 

.be tentative only; .since the final decision would have to be 
·. 

made at the_higher eqhelons of both the.CIAand the Commission. 

Slawson. put out the suggestion that the .Commission might· 
. . 

· . publish a _narrative· -containing all the detail obtainable frqm · 

Silvia Duran's statements and-from the 11 open" investigations 

carrie·d on by FBI agents and Mexican po_lic·e agents thro\.tghout 

_Mexico; the information obtained · 

through the CIA • · 

1"n fm':ma nt& ·Th:tr suppieiiie'nt ~ _howev'er;·~wourd""~n~tre·,.fi-·-crem:t;- .. 
ra th'ei;·~ ':tor·-eXamp.re~~:·:i-t"'WOtti.d.- :Usa..,-.~~-, .. ~_i.~~¢ '_If iii- the .--~~o.,._ ... "-··--•. · · 

• •. 'l"""o• O 4";'•·••:•:,.,..,._oy:o.~:~• •,O.P-, •. •:--~·•·•,,,,, -~ 

be. used 
,·· . 

The sources for- this ·narrative would be .stated to be S_i1via 

Duran's inte~rogation,the 11 open" investigationsand "other· 

confidential sources cons_idered reliable by the Commission and 
. . ' 

the federal intelligence agencies_ involved. 11 Mr. Sc.ott' s reply 

to this suggestion was that.he thought it would be acceptable 

to the CIA. He said. that although it involved a certain amount 

of . compromise of, his sectiri·ty _ arrangements, the compromise·. was 

acceptable-when balanced· against the importance of the occas·ion. 
. .. 

We. asked wbp+beP Q& £el1Jt !i:'i U&lid:li tiiseieBC 1JO fta88i&II eJlet· etfts&iz ··· 

T 0 P S E C ft E ~ 
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i ·telligence the.· exist~~,~, this particu;,¢~; 
t CIA. His re~1Y, .. ris_ thatf they proba~,l1 assumfd its -At __ 

'"e ariywa~_,)x' (It sho-u~d . be notedit'that the *roposafi put -_ 

f rward· would.~rciisclose riothtng as tr/1 
the exist en~~ of ~~Y . · · 

jy . · { . f t· . 
~ . : . . - $ - . . t . 

p otograph_~c observations. :Nor, ::pc· believe, woulq it· 1sclose 
j . . ; . .. / - . ' I . c -

ary;zt .. hi ·· __ ·'that would pe:rmit . f.~emt i-ntelligence to :;_~1 
tpe · · A '.s informants a.I.'e in ~ico or- whe~e - they · located. 

1 .- -
~ ~ · . . . . 

We then briefly ·discussed the statement of Silvia · · 

Duran whi-ch we had read earlier in the day in the FBI off;tces . . 
,, 

The CIA- had· not yet s·een ·this statement. 

-· · 5:30 p.m. to 6·:00 p .• m. 

The thr.ee of us then returned to Claz:ok:e Anderson's 

office .. Anderson gave us a report on his meeting with Ibar1ez. 

·He . told us that Ibanez: and he ·had discussed our making arrange- .- .. 

menta to see Silvia DUran. The . outcome . of toe discussion was ·. 

that · Ibanez ' himself w~s very agreeable but said . that. he · would 

have to clear it with his superior, Echevarria • 

. 6:00 p.m. ·.to 6:30 p.m. 

-. " ·. - . ' ... 
We returned to room 5.10 and on the way there were 

handed a copy of the formal . request to the .Mexican Goverriment 
·. - - - . - . - . - . 

for its complete report on the assassination. _A copy is , -

48 .. 
T 0 P . S E .·e R E 'f. 
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trying to follow up. For the last month or two, however, 

Betty Mora had been extremely sick and so this whole ·line or 

:investigation was temporarily stymied. For several years 

Betty Mora has not been in good health, and in Anderson's 

opinion she is not a reliable .Person anyway, so he did not reel 

that her assertions would ever amount to much.~ He promised us 

a report on, them, however, notwithstandi~ his feeli~g that 

they were not.to be accorded a great deal of weight. 

Finally, we posed the question t~ Anderson whether 

he knew of anything further, important or unimportant, which 

we as representatives of the President's Commission ought to 

. be to.ld. After some thinking and after asking Larson whether 

he had anything .along these lines and receiving a negative 

response, Anderson replied that he believed he had given us 

everything he knew. · . ~~ ~~. ", . 

briefly dropped into the 's of~ice aga1~ . . 

that e 
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not as~ t CIA to have these photographs 

. to aJ~er z. ,, ... 

:of {eterm 

wh/ passe· 
."i 

l gxraphs ~" t thi , would also 
-~ 

of CIA.s' cur~ arrangement 

wis jus · r1/ci.) 
.1 

II!' 

~hat it 

~ e/A ~ 
bMA- asked ~the same question we 

had asked Anderson about ther::~~ ~~er information 

we should be given. Hrs ane,~ucn,;t"\;~ was to 

the same effect as Anderson's. 
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taxicab from his hotel to the neighborhood of the 
Cuban and. Russian Embassies and return, but that he 
almost certainly walked back ana. forth between the 
two embassies once he was in that neighborhood); 

8. Various telephone calls (In this connection I told 
Larson that it would be sufficient for our purposes 
if the FBI were to f'urnish us w:i. th the cost of a 
single local cali, since we .-were probably in a better 
position to figure out how many telephone calls Oswald 
made than was the FBI); and. 

9· Purchase of siX picture postcards. · 

are ~~·c:: 

t:1fl- Hr •"non ""-=:r~•*'• ., tin ••••ss 
•*••e lu eet Mr. Willens~ The two ~f us held a very brief discussion 

with Mr. Clarke .Anderson in his o:f'tice. Mr• Willens told Anderson 

that be., Willens,· and Slawson and. Coleman as well had been verr 

favorabl.y impressed with the high quality of the FBI o:f':f'icers we had .. 
met in Mexico City ·and with _the manner in which they were carrying 

out their work in connection· with the assassination. It was apparent, 

however, that except for the "Alvarado" investigation, which so far . 

as we could observe had been very thOl'OUghl¥ handled, high-Q.u&.l.1 ty 
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