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NEEDLEMAN 1 S COMIIllJNIST PARTY ACTIVT.TY 

, 'Ee.rly in December, 1963 .• · NY T-5, a former membel" 
of th8 Commun:j.st Party ( CP L rccC~,lled that N.EEDLEif'J..ll.N W9.S 
hj_s i'i:c>st CP teacher il"l 1935, . whsn a class fm.:> new CP 

• members ';tiZ.f.> held in D:5.st:::-ict. 24 of the CP in Nc\'l York City. · 
According •to NY '1: · .-~ NEEDLEM.{l.N was Eductional Director of 
the CP in New· Ycrk City at that tin:a anG. the class was 
held at District Hc;adquar'cers, located on L~th Avenue, 
near 28th St:L"'eet, Hanhattan. 

/ , 

NEEDLEI··'IAN 'S · ACTIVITIES \'liTH CP 
FRONT ORGANIZATIONS AND OTHER 

ORGANIZATIONS ,: .... "'="-=.:----­
, .. :.;:,;-.·--:· / 

c ·i tizens Committee for 
Co~;. s.t itu:·~i:?nal L:L~ert~es (CCCL) 

Early in December, 1963, NY T-1 learned that 
MIRIAM FRI'RDLANDER was looking for someone to handle 
fund raising activitj_es for the CCCL, and that J'OAN 
ISSERlVIAN had been suggested to her. 

' 
NEEDI.EMAN ascertained that JOA.l>J ISSERMAN 

and. her husband., ABRJ\HMI! JSSERMAN, \'~ere currently · 
residing in Park \Jest Village, 382 Central Park West, 
New York City. 

, NE'EDLEiv1AN subsequently attempted to in-
.. · terest JOAN ISSERivJAN in the position. JO.!\N ISSEFJ!iAN 

indicated that she would be visiting her · family until 
aftel.., the first of the ne\'1 year, 'but that she would 
consider th~ pr'oposi.tion at that timeJ provided no­
one else h8(1: ·1J,~<;··n obtained for it. 

Emergency Civil Liberties 
Cormnittee G~C~L-C~) ________ _ \., 

' 
Towards th~ middle of December, 1963, NY T-1 

advised that NEEDL.Er-'L~N learned . from EDWARD WALLEHSTEIN . . ( 

ll 

· . . . • .. ' ;, ... $~ 
.. v·,~ .. ·'""". v., 5."·· ··· \;.., lj! ·,. . . · . ·~. . ... ;~ If .· . 1 
.. ' b . ~ --\\ ~)it; 

' . . . ~ 

' · . 
. j ;..· 

· ; · ... .. 
. ·. ~ . ~ ... : ~ . : . ~ . . ~ 
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· and from BEATRICE Ml\GDOFF ~·· both of whom had attended 
the ECLC Dinner on December 13 ~ 1963 ,· that the Tom 
PaA::J.·G Awar'A));-d been given to a folk singer named 

. BOB ~ DT.w..C>,.N. ~'A_) . . .. 
. EDvJARD WALI.FRSTEIN told NEEDLEIVJAN that 

DYLAN:, either under the influence o'? alcohol Ol., of 
drugs, haq made a long, rarabJ..ing_, · inc·.:>herent spoech 
in the course of' which he had ass~~rted that thel~e · 
was a little bit of OSv!ALD in him. r.rhis reference 

:to the presumed assassin of President I\E'NNEDY brought 
about loud bb0j_ng and hissing and, acccrding . to 
WALLERSTEIN~ evidently hurt the collection .of money. 

· NEEDLEivlJ'\1': , indicating that h:; had li'CtJ.e 
use for the ECLC, expressed con~iderable plea:.:nJ.:oe 
that . such an incident should ha:i/,t.;~ · happened · to this 
organization. ' 

11National Guardian 11 
· 

Tov.rards the end · of No·v-ember, 1963, NY T-1 
·reported that EDITH NEEDLE~'lAN informed her husb.and 
·that thel"e had been some very good speeches and some. 

v . \o'Tonderful people at the "National Guardian 11 Dinnel., 
on November 26, 1963. She mentioned that Dr. MILTON 

,· . 

. FELTENSTEIN and PAUL and NAN ROSS, ~rho were at her .. (, 
table, had made contributions · to the "National Guardian". !1J\ U.,l 

The sar:1e informant adv:lsed that BEATRICE 
l\'lAGDOFF subsequently informed NEEDLEr."'.:AN that the 
· "Nationa.l Guardian" Dinner had been a tremendm;;.s 
success. She reJ.ated 'that the RABINOHITZes (possibly 

· VICTOR RAEINOTJIITZ) had given $1200, while _1.0F.LISS 
.· LAMONT and his wife had donated $2000. (1J \lA, t 

EarJ.y in December, 1963, the· foregoing 
informant report~d that NEEDLEMAN asked JAMES 
ARONSON wh0ther the "National Guardian" '\'TOUld be 

- 12 
;· .. 

: ' . ' . . 
,' -~. ~~- ".'> ·. 

, · .· ·. · .. · . 

. . · .• . . · ' . \ .· :' . 
·., ·. :-

· , . -·- . ,·- ) 
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interested in an article by a ppominent attorney on 
the legal aspects of the assass:tna'tion of President 
KENNEDY, even though it might be stale by the time it 
got·into print. ARONSON said he would still like to 

_consider it, if' it was. an interesting article. 
I . 

Shortly before the middle or December, 1963, 
NY T-2 advised -that NEEDLEt.ffi.N forwarded to the 11Nat:Lonal 

. . Guardian II a check for $275. 68, which ~.ras -the balance ' .· 
after taxef:? of a $300 bequest to the "National Guardia~_J.' -

• ~. from one JEAN FORTIER MARTIN of Pasadena, California. ~ttl 

Towards the middle of December, 1963, NY T-2 
advised that JA"MES ARONSON infornied 1-.TEEDLEMAN that 

. · MARK LANE ·was prepari~1g a paper on the case of LEE · , 
HA~VEY OSWALD (presmned assassin of President KEN~~Y), 
which \'las to be published in the "National Guardian 11 

of December 19, 1963. · 

According to NY T-2, this article was based 
,on evidence submitted b~l the Dallas, Texas, Police ' 

.· 'Department and by the ··local District Attorney. LANE 
-expanded on the American presumption of innocence and 
on the bungling of the case by the Pallas PoYiGe. He 
quoted: .. f !'om statements by the American Civil Liberties 
Union and the Philadelphia. Bar Association, and concluded 

· · that i.f character witnesses had been able to appear for 
08\!JALD, they would have given compelling testimony. 

-
NEEDLEMAN disputed this conclusi_on and pointed 

out that the Russians had a. dossier on OSWALD v1hich in­
dicated that this individual \~as unbalanced. NEEDLEMAN : 

·_ did not approve of the· \11Nationa.l Guardian" publishing_ 
LANE 1s article at this time, before the case had been 
reviewed by a tribunal \'lhich merited respect. · NEEDLEMAN 
felt ARONSON would be doing the public a disservice to 
print it. . H~- could not convince ARONSON, . however, to 
.hold off until Chief Justice WARREN's committee had given 
its report. . - - -- -~ ---· , 

·_ -~-~p.r-· ' ' ~,.,c=·· 
13 .-

.. , .. ·. " . ·. - . " 
·. i' • 

·. ~. . . ··. 
! ~~- .. :t·:' ., . '· f -· -- .. ' . - :: ' ... ·: .. . ~ : - .... . 

. . _; . 

'T _'. :: . . - ~ : · . . - "' ~ :· ~ . _.. ·, ··" - . . : .. · ,· 
··- :C- , . : ::.:.: ._ - " ~--••c:-·":'"~•'C<~• ~ - ~: __ ,0~--./ 
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£rational La.w-yers 1 Guild (NLG) . 

Shortly after the middle of November, 1963, 
NY T-1 advised that HILLIAM L. · STAND.t~FD informed 
NEEDtErtJAN tha"!; he had attended a meeting of th-3 Boal"d 
of the NLG on Nov·em'.:ler 20, 1963 and that no on~ had · 
referred · to the facJi.i that NEEDLEMAN had resigned from 
the organization. STANDARD said the business of the . 
meeting had been mainly a report concerning the young 
people aJ."l.d the need to attract tih.era to the Guild. · 

STANDARD urged NEEDLEli!AN to vrlthdraw his 
resignation but ~~EDLEMAN declined, as8erting that 

· he was through vri th the Guild. 

r.USCELIJU,iEOUS ACTIVITIES 

Reaction to the Assassination 
of President KENNEDY 

During the latter part of November, 1963., 
NY T-1 reported that IRVING KAPLAN advised J\TEEDLEi'!IJI.N 

· that President JOHN F. KENNEDY had been shot in Texas. 
NEEDLEi'llAN is in:i.tial rea·ction (be forA it was known that 
the President ,:;as dead) '1-'l'S.s · that he hoped the President 
would suffer more than his father. KAPL.A.N pointed out 
ti-m"c this event was not good for <;_,j.·wbody, but NEEDIEMAN 
said it was good for hL~ to thiru( that President KENlr.&DY 
was getting his just desserts. 

NY T-1 advised that ·some days later,, however, 
NEEDLEMAN discussed 1tdth r-ffi.RTINJYOUNG' the assassination 
.of President KENNEDY. NEEDLEIVm~'I nmT described it as 
horrible and stated that na was afraid we now ··-t-..ad a 
President who wa.s not a ileav,s; weigr!-t mentally. 

r•IARTIN YOUNG was of the · opinion that even 
·it the alleged assassin had perpetrated the murder, 

. he 1t·ras not alone and someone else had · worked with him. 

. · ... 
. i .. , : . · 
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