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MR, GENZMAN: My name is Robert Genzman, and
I am a Staff Counsel to the House Select Committee on
Assassinations. I have been designated counsel empowerad
to take statements undér oath, pursuant to‘the House'
Resolution 222 and Committee Rule 4.

I wduld ask the Magistrate to identify himself
and to state that‘hé.is authorized to administer oaths
pursuant ﬁo:the laws of the United.Stétes. |

D-iAGiSTRATE JOHANNESEN: I am Ingard O.
Jpﬁanneséng'United States ﬁagistrate for the Eastern District
of Louisiana. And I am authorized by thea statﬁtés to
‘administer oaths iﬁ‘this district.

MR.. GENZMAN: Woﬁld_you please swear ﬁhe
witness?

MAGISTRATE JOHANNESEN: Would you please

~ stand and raise:§our’right.hand?

n'Dd yqﬁ sweéf the answers and testimony you
are aboﬁt to in§ will be the ﬁruth, the whole truth and.
'hdthing butfﬁhé'traﬁh,.so help:ybﬁ‘God?

| | MR, OREST PENA: I ‘do.
Whereupon,
| OREST PENA
having been dul? sworn by Magistrate Ingard O. Johannesen,

a Magistrate Judge in and for the State of Louisiana,

Century Reporters, Inc.
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testified as follows:

EXAMINATION

BY MR. GENZMAN: N |

Q Mr. Pena, would you state your full name for
the record?

A Orest Pena;.

o “ Whét is your address?

A Sixtffone hund;ed Argonne Boulévérd, New
Orleans,‘Louisiana, 70124, |

Q Ha&e you been given a copy of ouf Committee

Rules and House Resolutions 222; 433 and 7607

A Yes.
Q . Would you please iead-bommittee Rule 4 to
-yourself? |
A Yes. .Ildid read it already.
*, @ oot DOuyou;gnderstand it?
'A .Yeé, I do.
0. ' Mr;'Péna, are you making this stétement
voluntarily? - |
A. - i(Xes.
0 . Isvit-trueAthat you are ﬁbt under subpoena

"for this statement?
A - No, I am not.

Q For the record, I want to advise you that you

have the right to have counsel present. Do you have

tentury Hepariers, Inc.
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counsel present?
A. | No, I don't. I don't want any.
Q The entire record of this statement under cath
' will be transcribed.  You will be sént the origihal and asked
to sign and verify it. You should return the signed and‘
verified copy of the'ﬁranscript to the Committee. The
Committee will then provide you Qith a copy éf‘it.
>->»fif5wh¢ﬁ fou are sénttthe griginél‘transcfipt
tébsign aﬁdlﬁerifyf'you aééiré to maké ény.changeé fbr_you
reasdn; YOu_shogld'cénfactnme and I will ﬁakévthe ﬁééessary
affangemenfé to have yoﬁ iniﬁial §r make any éhanges tﬁat Qou
désifa to make. |
At‘ﬁhié.timé,‘Mr. ﬁena, I would liké to show
ycuua docpmenﬁ labeled JFK'Exhibit No. 94. ﬁave you had a

chance to read this document?

Q ’ Do_yod'understand_it?
A o Yes, it is the same one you explained to me

fhat I will'not:bé~pﬁgishéd for giving knowledge that‘I have‘
abo’ut..,théVCIA. N o ke | »
.f Q ) Yes;/this i$.a ietter.froﬁ the péntEal
Intelligence Agency‘to the Chairman of the Housé Select.
‘Committee on.AssaSsinationé,'the Hohorablé Louis Stokes
déted March 23, l978\whi¢h deals with the réleaée.from cIAa

secrecy agreements.

Century Repsriers, Inc
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- Mr. Pena, I would like to ask you a few
questions about your background. Have you ever acted as an.
informant for the FBI?

A Yes, sir,

Q- Can you tell me the_period»ofbtime during
which you weﬁe an informant with the FBI?

A I was an informer -- I stafted to be an-
'informer for £he FBi arocund 1959,,1960. I can't remember
- exactly what year but I remember that I'was calied tb the.
office of the FBI in New Ofleéns and I was asked'if Ivcoﬁld
help to infofm the FBI about people that was trying to do
propaganda for Castré'or was talking bad about the United
States. This waé asked to me by the man én charge of the
FBI spécial agency, the FBI in New Ori?ans.

He told me é,lot of SPaq}sﬁ people used to
come here on the ship and i cqpld help a lot to the United__
States; - He assigned Warren C. de Brueyﬁj»one of the FBI
agents.fof me to report to.hiﬁ of any i#férmation I got, to
report it to him which:I did fOr many mgptﬁs and years;_ I
.canft réhembe£ éxactly.fOr how ﬁahleears but I’was giVeh

. : L s .

]

~to him. He used. to come to my place of/business very, very

‘frequently;} /
0. Would the time periocd be in the earlyv 1960‘5?
/. ’ ’
a. . I can't remember exactly what vear I started.

y oo /
I can't say 1959 or 1360 but you can check on the time

Century Reporters, Ine.
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‘because - in New Orleans was formed the Cuban Revolutionary

Front, Cuban Revolutionary Front which the man in charge was

- Sergio Arcacha Smith. Warren C. de Brueys used to go a lot

to the office to talk to Sergio Arcacha Smith. Another
peréon that used to go there a lot was William Ferrie which
Mr. de Brueys knew véry.well. And Mr. Ferrie used to take
Mr. Sefgio Arcacha Smith iﬂ his car almost every day to his
house after the gffice was closed.

Q ‘Do ydu xnow wheﬁhef Warren de Brueys ever
attended any‘meetings,of the Cuban Revolutibnary'?ront?‘

A ”  He wasivery fiequently in the office talking

in privaté with Mr. Sergio Arcacha Smith.

Q"*_: I believe you stated earlier you provided the

FBI with information about the Cuban groups in New Orleans?

A Yes, I did.

o Did you.ever work in any wéy for Fidel Castro?‘
AA. I did not.

.Q Was:the information which ybu provided the

FBI information whi;h_you gained by way of your position as

~a bar owner in New Orleans?

A Yes;f3Whén seameh.camezirouﬁd a8 people that
was working here, Spapish people,inéluding Cnban,‘they was
talking so>I k?éw‘@qs? of the.Spanish peoprle in this town
fdr being so long a barroom owner.

The. next day I called Warren C. de Brueys at

Century Reporiers, Inc.
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his office and told him I had some information for him. He:
came to my place of business and I gave him the information.
I never did ask him what he‘did with what he found out. It
was my dquty to give it to him and what he did was none of my
.business.'
0. Were you ever paid for an? of the infofmaticn
which you provided-to the FBI?
| A”_ oI nevéf was paid a single penny. Plus the FBi'>
brought me a lot. of Cubans th#t waS‘stoQ'away. They brought
them tb me at my place of’business and told‘me to gi§e them
‘a.room. and board and f£ind a job. Some of those peqple stiil
live ﬁere in New Orleans which I can giVe you thé names and
piove it was true that the FBi and Immigration brought
‘them to me to help them and they would pay for whatever had
to-be done. I never gave them a>bill'because I thought that
was doihg something good'for the United States and something
goéd for the cause of drawing Caétro away‘frdm CuSa.
Q . I believe you stated earlier that you gave. -
‘yotr information to FBI Special Ageht-Warfen C. de Brﬁeys;_'
fDid‘you»evérvprqvide iﬁfqrﬁation to‘anyvother-FBI agents
bef&re ﬁﬁe'assassinétion of Prééident Kenneay?'
A . Warren C. de B:ueys was the FBI agent that was
assigned to me. He gave ne the‘phone and every time I called
td the FBI office,~; asked for Warren C. de Brueys. I said

I was told to ask for him, that he would be the one to take

[
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care of whatever I had to tell the FBI. He was the one that

used to come to my place of business.

After the assassination, a lot of the FBI used
to come to my place of business which I had a name, they used

to come to aggravate and to give me a hard time and tell me to

go to the office because the boss wanted to talk to me and

~asking me about the same questions over and over and over

until I got very tired. I called my attorney which at that
time was Dave McHoward, called George, and explained to
George McHoward what the FBI was doing to me and he told me

to go and see the'léwyer that worked at his office, his

private office._ So I went’'and talked to John Tambarella and

John Tambarellé told.méqlﬁéo back té your hosue and get the.
namés of tho%eAFBI and briég it to me and I am going to have
SOmething to work out, something to call somebody and tell
who they are."

- So Ircame back to the office and the next
morhing two FBI came to my place of business, waked me up

very early~and told;me'they wanted to take me to the office 

before I go you have to give me your name." They told me

their names. I did not believe it. I said, "You have to

give me your govéﬁment identification.” So they gave it to

me and I put their names and I hold their names.

'The next day, same thihg happened. I took the

Century HReporters, lnc.
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name again and I took eight names of eight different FBI
agents. Then I went to Mr. John Tambérella and gave it to
~John Tambkarella and John Tambarella calléd the FBI, the
special FBI agency and explained what was happening, that
Mr. Pena, that is me, said, "If they don't quit harassing me
I will file charges in federal court against the FBI of the
United States.” |

o o Do you‘remember;how many times you spoke to
Warrenkc. de Brueys and‘gave him information?

A, Many( manyi‘many times. Soﬁetimés Warren.C;
de.Brueys used to come to my‘placé of business too dbing some
kind of investigation and talking to all the customers. . He
usea to come and talk to customers.

Q Did you ever meet with Mr. ée Bruéys at ény'
other locatioﬁ besides your place of business?-

A Yes, I met with him at the FBI office and I
saw him and talked a little bit at the Cuban Revolutionary
Front office. At the Balter Building was the name of thé
ibuilding where the office wds on Camb Streét all the way td
5%, Charles was-a building witﬁ an aliayiihAﬁhe:fronﬁ.. The
building had,th;ee or fdur different éntrances. |

So I saﬁ him and I talked to him at'tﬁé office
of the Cuban'Revolutionary Front which Arcacha was there
among other members.

Q. Mr. Pena, have you ever acted in any capacity

Century Heparters, Inc.
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1 for any other government agency?

2 , A Yes, I did for another United States agency.
K Q What was that agency?

‘ | 4. . A I would not tell you.
5 ' Q. What is your reason for keeping the name of

5 Vthe agency secret?
7 1 A My reason is if I cannot prové the truth of"
3 what'happened wifh ﬁarren c. ae Brueyslﬁhich to‘mé is.the
s ‘mosf importéhf éeisdn‘in the Kennedy assaséination,'why
19 'should I give any other allegatiéns? -if I‘cannot prove
something thét I workéd for the man, that I reported to the
1 man, if I canﬁét pro?é’thésé things, why should I put_soﬁeQ
thing else? |

Qv. Afe ydu Séying that if you can prove certain

allegations concerning Warren C. de Brueys, you would then

15

15‘ feveal a relationship with anotﬁer government agency?

17 'A“ ’ I do it this way for the United States., I

6 give.allkmy'Cdnstifutiohal‘rights. I would get a Lie test,
3 __whatever tbe governmgnt thinks is right.

20. 0.  ‘ Afé~youAspe§k?ﬁg.of:a ?Qlygraph examination?
e T Anyi§f those'that'you want ;56; 'If you ask me
- if I work with the FEI.~- Warren C.tde Brueysltold me before,

‘ - about a week cr»ten days mofe or less beforev I went to.

9 téstify to.the Warren Commission thatAif I talk about him he
s - will get rid éf mynass.v

Century Reporters, Inc.
(713} .484.0003
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We will get into that issue. ,

o

i€

A, You can ask me if I was ever an informant for

any other agency in the world, but two agencies in the United

States. One was the FBI and one more. Then if I am right,

the government will have to force Warren C. de 3rueys to take

I take.

the same tests

Q

Mr. Pena, do you have any information

whether Lee Harvey Oswald was ever an FBI informant?

A Oswald used to go to a restaurant on the

Decatur and Iberville. The name of the owner was Mr. Pedro,

£y

a Greek, and Mr. Oswald used to go to the restaurant in th

)
=

morning with other federal agents from the Customs House

Building. To prove that I was there, that I saw Oswald, that

I saw all those agents drinking coffee, having breakfast in

T

-

2

=

the restaurant in the morning, I will name -- have more than

one but I will name one name right now. Mr. Victor Pere:z

which lived in Altoona, Florida, Zip Code 32702.

This man was a bar operator in the 200 block’
of Decatur and we used to go in the morning and talk about

businéss and we was watching and looking at all the federal
agenﬁs which we knew very‘well because many of these federal
agents speak Spanish'and-others was married to scme Spanish
women that I knew.

Q Who specifically was with Oswald on these

occasions?

HW 50529 DocId:3
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A, I cannot say such-and-such a éerson was with-
him or talking tec him but I kXnew his face. I knew the face
of a lot of the other agents from the Customs House Building
that go to the restaurant there and I saw them together having
breakfast together at the restaurant. |

Q . Did you ever see Oswald in the presence of

Warren de Brueys?

A Ifd petter don't answer this question right-
now.
Q My question, Mr. Pena, is whether you ever saw

Lee Harvey Oswald at any restaurant or any other location
with Warren D. de B;ueysé

A Yes, T will testify that Warren C. de Brueys
being at tﬁe Pedro, the Greek réstaurant on Decatur and |
Iberville at,theLSamettime that Oswald was. at.the festaurant
in the company of other fe@eral agenté.

Q | Do you know the name of that restaurant?

‘A | I do not know the'néme of the restaurant but
the,resﬁauraﬁt, tﬁe owner of‘the,restaurant was Mr. Pedro
and we uSethé céll him Pedr§ the Greek._";

Q-  ~ pid you ever observe bswald and de Brﬁéys
speaking to each other?

A I cannot answer that question. If I cannot
pfo#e mysélf what de Brueys did-fo me, how am I going to

prove other things?

246611 Page 13 , Ceniury Repaorters, Inc. -
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! - Q ' My question:is, Mr. Pena, dq youirecall’ever;
seeing Oswald énd de Brueys speaking together‘o: acting in |
3 such a way that you would think that they knew sach other?
‘ 4 | A - I believe they knew eéch_ othér very, very well,
5 Q. Can you explain why you believe Oswald and
5 | Qe Brueys knew each other veryVWell?‘
7 T _ A My belief, I would have to report in.as
8 informant to Mr.:dé‘Bfueys, I have télfeppft nyself to’Mr.
9 dé Brueys énd‘that is my poiﬁ;'of vieﬁ én that éuestion.
10 N - ': Wﬁeﬁ Oswaid waS'transferred-to Dallas,.Mr.
11 Warren C. de Brueyé was'transferréd to Dallas, Texas at
12 the same time. |
’ _ 12 ' Q ”‘Do you know whgn_Oswald went to Dallas and
14 | Mr. de Brueys went to Dallas?
15 A No, I do noﬁ'know when Oswald went to Dallas
but I_know when Warren C. de Brueys went to Dallas because .
17 | he camevto’my place of bgsiness‘and told me that I do ﬁot
18 | ‘have to call him any ﬁoré at his office becaqse hé.was

19 | transferred to Dallas.

0 I o -'Do,you.know_whether'de Brueys was transferred
'3 to Dallas after thé'assaséination of President Xennedy?
79 ' A I am very sure. I am very, very, very sure it

23 was before the assassination.
24 o Are you aware that de Brueys was in Dallas

25 after the assassination to help with the FBI investigation

Century Heparters, Inc
{713) 484-C0C3
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of;the.assaSSinatibn of President Kennedy?

A | I do not know anvthing about that.

0 - Is it your'recolleétion_then thét de Brueys
left New Orleans and went to Dallas before the assassination
of President Xennedy?

A Yés,véir.

o Do you feel that the fact that de'Brueys went

’ to-Déliés hadu£o do»befbre thevassassinatioh of |

President Kennedy and before Oswald himself was killed?

R That is for you to find out.
o Do you have any opinion on this?
A Do you make any investigation about the camp

*J)

vto train Cﬁbans to go.fight Castro for_thé Bay of Pigs

Those Cubans wefe trainiﬁg in Néw Orleané under the command

- of the PBIiénd the CIA. I can télk this way because I had

three or fbur of ﬁy‘customers, pgople,that uséd to liﬁévin my

hotel or rodming house that wenﬁ and- took the training‘here;
Q i is there}a éonnection.betQEen,the training of

Cubans in New Orleans. and the assassination of President

Kennédy?
A .I am véry éuré; YQS,.sir;'
Q - Could you be more épecific?
A . Yes. One of the men that was training was a

Cadre to train all the other Cubans, was a very smart man. I

believe he was a Captain in the Cuban Army during the Batista

Lentury Heporters, Inc
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regime. His name wastuan Ilario Cabaliero,’alias Lel-
Guajiro. This‘man right now, he did not die yet, is in
Texas State Prison, Huntsville, Texas for killing somequy
in Texas. This man is married to a lady in New Orleans that
has a daughter which I kﬁow very, very weli.

This‘man several times before the death of
President Kennedy when he got drunk in my place of businesé,
he was very madiat the President. A lot of times, more than
a dozen times,'he said in Spanish that fhe only_way was to
’get rid of thaﬁ son-of—afb%tch,that.means the President of
the United Stateé.

He's got one more brother who was a higﬁ'rank
in the Cuban Army during the Batista regimé and he was Cadre
ig thé-ﬁ?éiﬁigéw§%ﬁé.;hevCIA got here. And he.got a cousin
that looks similar to staid.’ I cannot remember the name of

the cousin or the brother but Juan Ilario Caballero will tell

ydu. If you go tc the State Texas Prison in Huntsville and 

HW¥ 50529 DocId:3

ask Juan Caballeré whO'was:his cousin and his brother, then
we are going ﬁoi§t§rt:some§hing about the death.of President
Kennedy.

0. Mr. Pena, let's retufh_to the questions
involving the contacts*whi¢h~you-saw.Oswald_haa with Warren
C. de Brueys. Can you expiain any reasons which he might
ha&e which led you to believe that Oswalé was de Brueys'

informant?

Century Reporters, Inc
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A. I bettaer not say anything else. More or less,
I told you I knew Oswald. When Oswald was giving propaganda
in favor df Cuba at the old International Trade Mart, I was
there.

Q I will get into Oswald's activities in New
Orleans just a bit later.

Can you bffe; any other reasons which have led

you to believe Oswéld:was an FBI informant?

A I cannot go back. We Qoﬁld haye to bfing
Mr. Carlos B;ingier bgCause Oswald went to Carlqs Bri#gier

and tried to fight in favor of the Cubans so we would have

"to come back to the same thing and that doesn't matter. -

Q Do,youiwaht to add anything concerning Oswald's

coming to see Carles Bringier and offering his services to

Carlcs Bringier to train anti-Castro Cubans?
A “Bétween Carlos Bringier and Oswald, the only

thing else I want-tb'talk'is about the fight they got'into

on Canal Street. -

0 - ‘Do you have any specific reasons which have

led you to believe Oswald was an FBI informant?_ For inétance,

did you ever see Oswald and de Brueys entering the restaurant

together or leavinggthe restaurant together?
A, I cannot say entering the restaurant but I saw
Oswald and de Brueys, Mr. David Smith, Mr. Rogue from the

Immigration Department and other GOvernment agents leaving

H¥ 50529 DocId:32246611 Page 17 Century Reparters, Inc.
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the restaurant and going to the Customs House Building which
at that time was an office for different kinds of government
agencies.

Q Did Oswald ever accompany this group either
when they entered or left the ;estaurant?

A Yes, he did and I got Mr. Perez that I gave
vou the address on tovérove it.

Q | | Did. Oswald act like he knew any of this group
which came‘into the restaurént frequently?

A Yes,.they knew each other very, very well.

Q - Did you see him talking with any members of
this group? |

A, Yes, they was talking. I can't say who was
talking td whom-but.they was talking and they was in the same
group.

Q. Did you ever see Warren de Brueys in particular
talking with.Lee,Harvey Oswald?

A Ijjust{can't,say thgt exactly.

Q- Mrﬂ Pena, when did yéu first ﬁgke the
éilega-tion " that.Oswald’was.ah FB T inf-érmaﬁt? T

A ) I don't remember exactly. I went to the Warren
Commission. .I was subpoenaed to go to the Warren Commission
and I remember.exéctly that I went to accuse Warren C. |

de Brueys because I believe that Warren C. de Brueys if he

really wanted, he could save the life of President Kehnedy.

HW 50529 DocId:3;
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“allegation thathswald was 'a U.S. government agent of. some

Q We will talk about your Warren Commission
testimony later.

Do vou recall making a public statement that
Lee Harvey Oswald was an FBI informant around 1975?

A Yes, I still believe that he was an informant.

Q- Do you recall making a statement on this issue
to CBS television?

A | Yes, CSS,

Q Do you recal; ever making this statement befors
ﬁhat time publicly?

A I talked to a .lot of friénds. A lot of people
have been talking to me about the assassination of President
Kennedy and I télked a lot and I told them I believe he was
an informer -~ not informer, that he was an agent of the
United States government.

Q -Are you sayingvthat Oswaid was an agent of
the‘United States? |

A. _,In mbeelief, yes, sir.

Q Why did you wait so long to make public vour

sort or an infé:mantz

A Well, I tell you I did not wait very loné. I
went -- whan the Warren Commission subpoenaed me for the
Wérren Commissiqn repprt, I went. I tried to talk. I believe

the name of the person in charge was Mr. Liebeler, if I am
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1 | not wrong.

]

Q Is that Mr. Liebeler?
3 . A Liebeler, ves, sir.

told him I want to accuse Warren C. de Brueys

-

5 so you can see from this story that I have been trying to

6 accuse this FBI agent. At that time I was having in mind %o

~J

accuse him of theseASpanish Cubans that was training in a

'8 | camp in New Orleans but when I saw Mr. Liebeler‘did nét

9 écéperaté with me and aid not lét me taik, I said, "I might
10 as well keep my moufh shut.". I doh'ﬁ.accuse anybody elsé but
B Warren C. de Brueys.

12 Q I Believe you said earlier that when you -

’ 13 testified before the Warfe;;.Comission, you. felt that the FBI

14 was intimidating you into giving a certain sort of testimony.

15 ' Did Warren‘de Brueys intimidate you?

16 A . Yes, sir.

7 : Q In what wéy?

18, ' A A few days, I can't say oﬁe week or two weeks

19 || or ten days, but,a‘few days before I,Qent to testiﬁy in the
"26 >Warreﬁ Cémﬁissiqn, he céme tb“my plaqg of business at 117

| Decatur and called me té the.table.and told.me he wanted to
talk to me. I went to him because I used to talk to him

25 almost evéry three or four days. He told me that if I talk
anything about him he will get rid of my ass.

25 Q Why do you think he made this threat to you?

Century Heporters, It
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A Because in my belief he knéw I was going to
2 accuse him at the Warren Commission testimony. He was trying
3 to impress me not to do so which I went and I accused him and
. 4 I was having in mind to accuse the Cubans .thét was training

n

in New Orleans.' When I saw what happened, how much they was
6 cbvering'itbup, taking away, that I did not express myself
about de Brueys soil changed my mind and I did not say”any;
8 thing éboﬁt.the Cubans, éhe traiﬁing camp in New Orleaﬁs.

-9 | g Do you. feel that. Warren de Brueys mighﬁ have
10 | wanted to intimidate you to prevent you frem saying that

11 Oswald was an FBI informant?

12 A Yes, could be too.
‘ 13 o Q. ‘ Again,: I want to ask you why vou waited so
14 long before you publicly stated that you had reason to

15 believe that Oswald was an FBI informant?

16 | A I'wrote to Mr. Lane. The letter came back
one year or éo.late;¢é I believe his name is Mark Lage.
8 ' I went to New York and I took the address of
19 thé.editor Of his bock ahd.i took some pbotostatic'—--some
20 papers ﬁhat‘l stili‘havé to him. | |

21 | I could not see him but “is_edito; or one of
. . the persons that'workedv in New York City, I Belieye Sixth
23 Avenue, toid me that he would see that Mr. Mark Lane got

24 those papers.

25 .Mr. Harold Weisberg came toc me too trying’ to

50529 DocId:32246611 Page 21 o Century Reporters, Inc.
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get sohe information. Mr. Weisberg brought me some papers
from the Archives of the United States. Socme of the paperé
he brought me from the Archives was one of the informants of
the FBI of the United States. The name of the person is
Hector Jose Garcia.,

‘According to the Afchives file, Mr. Hector José
Garcia said that.I‘qm supposed to télk one night directly to
Mr. Castro in ?gbé; “i would like to offer nyself again and
to bring Mr. Hector Jgsé Garcia and let:bothnof us take é lie
test to see who ié*?%ght and who is wrong and then you Qill
see what the FB;.istd¢ing trying to‘discourage ne.

Q . Mr. Pena, is there any substantiation for your
ailegation that Oswald was. an FBI informant? Can you offer
any other proof that_stala was éh FBI informant?

A I will not talk anything else about it. This
matter, it would be more to talk about but this matter, we
have to come to somethinq élse who 1is Sergio Arcacha Smith

and the office at the Balter Building.

0 I did not understand that.
A The offices of Sergio Arqacha Smith and the
FBI -- when all this matter is straightened up then we will

talk about some other offices in the same Balter Building.
Q‘ What about?

A Some other offices in the same Balter Buildin

where the federal government was working.

Century Reporters, iic.
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! , It is another office in the Balter Bﬁilding;a
2 You better leave it like that, like it is. I do not want to
3 go any farther.

. 4 0. Do vou have anvthing else to offer on thev

5 allegation that Oswald was an FBI informant?

) ' A Not right now.
7 ' Q I would like to ask you guestions concerning

8 | Lee Harvey Oswald!'s activities in New Orleans. Did you have

9 occasions to observe Oswald in New Orleans?

10 . A Yes, .I did, sir, besides the restaurant
11 activity, . . &8 —
12 Q. Did you see him passing out Fair Play'for

13 Cuba pamphlets in New Orleans? .

140 A ' Yes, sir. I saw in front of the old

15 International Trade Mart in the 100 block of Camp Street.

1 i saw him fightingbw;th Mr. Carlos Bringier on Canal Street
17 ‘which<after the police got.there and arreéted both of them,

18 1 Mr.:Oéwald and Mr.vaingief ahdltook them to. jail, I went to
19 I| Mr. Carlos Bringie:'§ place of business and I talked to his

920 brotherfin—lawf.EHis-ﬁamé is Cﬁhmahdaﬁte Pélaec. He was a

big name in the Cuban Army.

99 Comm;pdénﬁe Pelaec, Qho.is Mr. Bringief‘s

‘ 23 brother-in-law, I told Mr. Palaec that Bringier was fighting
24 with Oswald on Canal Street and thg police took him to jail.
25 Mr. Palaec ﬁold me;hgtdid not have nbbody to leave the store,

Century Reperters, Inc.
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clothes. store, novelty store, whatever vou want to call it. .,
For me to do him a favor and go to the police staticn. and
place the bend which I went to the First Presinct Police
tation and I asked the sergeant which knew me very well that
I wénted.to piace a2 bond. “He said, "Yes, Orest. You. just
have to put $25." Well, I put $25 for Bringier's bend.
I came back to Mr. Bringier's store and Mr.
Pelaec gave me back my $25 that I left at the police station.
Why'dqn't ?ou ask the chief of police whyvhe
did qot iell the Wérren Commission Pena waé the-ohe thatblet
Bringier out? That proves there that I knew Oswald very, vef§
well. I was there. My bértender was thére, too, EZvaristo
Rodriguez.
0. Do you know whether any FBI agents were
present during this fight?
| A I db‘not know. I cannot say anything else.
Q _Do you khow whether Oswald ever came to your

bar, the Habana Bar, in New Orleans.

A, ' Yes, sir.
Q -Af Did.ycu personally see him at your bar?
o " Yes. He came one hight with two or three more

guests. They asked for something. One guy asked for tequilla

]

I believe. Another asked for ancther drink, and he asked fo
a lemonade. The matter, why I never did forget was because in

my place of business we never did for many, many years sell a

Centary Regorters, Inc.
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lemonade. My bartender askedvme,‘"Do we sell lemonade here?"
in Spanish. My bartender and me, we talk in Spanish all the

time. I said, "Yes, we sell lemonade. . Get a glass of water

andvput two or three spodns of sugar and half a lemon and put
ice and charge twenty—five cents."

According to the bartender,'bécause I did not
hear that, Mr. Rodriguez, Oswald started bitching about thé‘
price othhe lemonade for twenty-five cents. He said I was
a Cépitalist or something like that. So I told the bartender
that the second drink, he can go and drink it somewhere else..

He had to pay for the first one.

Q Did you personally see Oswald in your bar?
A Yes, I did personally see him in my bar.
Q' Can you identify'the people that accompanied

~ Oswald in your bar?

A No.
o Were they Cubans?
A They looked»Spahish.

My bértender, Mr. Rod:iguez; would answer the
§uestion much bétter beéause he came exécﬁly.té the table
wheré those people were sitting;

o Do vou récail whether any of the Spanish
individuals spoke with any particular acceﬁt?'

a. No, I was not there. I was away from where

they were sitting.

Lentury Reparters, Inc
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All that I knew that was talked in that
conversation was because the bartender told me about it.

Q | Do you racall seeing Oswald in New Orleans
at any other times?

A, I told you already where I saw hi“.

0 Do you recall applying for a passport in
New Orleans on June 24th of 19632

AA Yes, sir.

Q I am :eferring_how to Wafreh Commission
Pena Exhibit No. 1.

A That's all right. Don‘t show it to mé.

I want.you to put this down. Thebgove:nment
said =-- I said that I ﬁookfthe passport at the Customs Eouse
‘Building and the government said that they did not issue me
the passport in that building. .I would like to find out who
~1s right, the governmént or me,

0. When you say-"the government" has said this,’
what particuiar»agency.or individual are you speaking of?

A Just the-goyernment. .Govefnmént agéncies.

Q ii. ,Did you knéw thaé,tée Harvey Oéwald applied
) ] » .

A I was told so by‘Mr. Weisberg,

Q Do you remember seeing Lee Harvey Oswald on

1246611 Page 26 Centary Reporters, inc
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0 Do you think'if Oswald had been present at
same time applving for a passport that you would remember
seeing him?

A. - Yes, sir.

0 When I stated that Oswald applied for a
passport in Néw Orleans on June 24th, 1963, I was referring

to Warren Commission Exhibit No. 781, Have vou seen a copy

vof'this Warren Commission Exhibit?

A The only thing I saw was my own. I was told

I

that he was -- applied for the passport the same day‘I
applied. That is Qhat_I was told before.
Q. Aﬁ this time have you seén a copy of Warren
Commission Exhibit 7812
| A This time, ves, sir.

Q ' Do you know_why'your name would have been

ommitted from a list provided by the State Department to the

~Warren Commission which included the names of the people who

applied‘for passports in New Orleans on June_24th,.l963?
I am specifically referring to Warren Commission Exhibit
No..§52. N

A I do not know but maybe they did want to skip
me because I did work for them as an informant.

Q Are you saying that because you worked for the

FBI as an informant, you name might have been purposely

Century Reparters, Inc.
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ommitted from this list?

A Might be.

0 Do you know whether passports were issuad
in New Orleans at different locations?

A That I do not know, sir.

'Q After yoﬁ‘were issued that passport, sir, did
‘you ever travel ﬁo Mexico?

. Yes, sir.

Q | Do you recall when you tfaveled to Mexico?

aA. I ﬁéed,to travel therﬁialmostfevery year.

- It is a different part every year, to a different part of .

the world.
Q Did you'ever travel to Mexico in the f£fall of
1963, specifically in September or October of 1963 just before

‘the assassination of President Xennedy?

A I do not believe so.

0. Did you ever see Lee Harvey Oswald in Mexico?
A No.

Q. Did you-eve; go"to Mexico or any.other‘countrie

on any Intelligence:mission?

A‘ - 'No, sir;

Did you ever do any work for the Central
IntelligencevAgency?

A I will not answer any qﬁeétions about the

Central Intelligence Agency.

Century Heparters, Inc
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Q Mr. Peha, I would like to show you agai; the
document labeled JFK Exhibit No. 94 which is a release letter
from the Central Intelligence Agency to the House Select
Committee on Assassinations. I would like to aék you again
whether you would answer any questions concerning any
relationship you might have had with the Central Intelligence
Agency?.

‘A - No, éir.

bg Wiil-you‘an5wer any questions concerning any
possible relationshipiwith?the Central Intelligénce Agenby
at any future time?

A Maype;if you investigate and get the real
facts of_ﬁhe training camp that was run by the FBI and the
CIA of the United States in New Orleans, the camp in New
Orieans. Maybe’I ﬁil} remémber something else later on.

Q I would next like to ask you if you know or
néw in 1963 any of the following indi&idualsi Sergio Arcacha
Smith?

A ‘. 'Yes,‘éir. -He was the léader of the éuban
ReVolutiQhary é:o§£.,,'

Q | bolyéu_know whether he has any.conﬁeétion with
the assassination of President Xennedy?

A '.I can't answer that guestion butlhe was very
close.to Warren C. cde Brueys. He was very close to Da&id

Ferrie.

Century Hepaorters, Inc
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o - Did you know David Ferrie?

A Yes, sir. He teach me how to fly Cessnas.

Q , When did he teach you how to fly?:

A I can't remenmber exa;tly but if you go to the

Lake Front Airport and ask for my log which if you need me
to sign it, I will sign it and tell ﬁhem to relesase it to
you anytime'yéu want it, to give you my log that was signed
there. .Every.time I”QentﬂthereLwitthaVid'William Ferrie
to fly; he signed the log. Those paperé have to be there
somewhere. You have ny pe;mission to get it ana you wili
knoQ exactly the day I started<takiﬁg lessons ahd every day
I fly Cessnas.

Q .Do you know whether Sergio Arcacha Smith or
David Fefrie knew Lee Harvey Oswald?

A I better don't answer that question. David

William Ferrie is dead already. It is no use to be talking

about a man that is dead now.
Q Mr. Pené, the House Select Committee . on

Assassinations has a mandate to investigate the circumstances

surrounding the assassination of President. Kennedy and I

would appreciate knowing any information which you have
concerning any relationships between Sergio Arcacha Smith

and David Ferrie with Lee Harvey Oswald; or any other

knowledge you may have concerning Lee Harvey Oswald.

Let me repeat the guestion: Do you know whether

bﬁaﬁhwy Reparters, luc.
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Sergio Arcacha Smith or David Ferrie knew Lee Harvey Oswald?
A I will not answer that question. I knew

David William Ferrie and Sergio Arcacha Smith was very, very

close.

0 Were either or thém close with Lee Harvey
Oswald?

A I will not answer that guestion.

Q oWill y5u give a reason why you refuse to

answer these types of questions?

A. We have the same'trbuble_l héve wiﬁh Briﬁgier.
Arcacha Smith will come around and start suing me. Since
1963 I have spent-over'$20,000.00 in attcrnejs' fees.

Q David Ferrie is no ' longer alive. Did he have
ény relationship”withgiee Harvey Oswald?

A » | I want to tell you one thing and put that
there. Tﬁe daj about twelve hours before David William
Ferrie died, he came to my place of business at the Habana
Bar at 117 5ecétu; and he was very ﬁe:vous and he asked me
that i? isHvery important,.extremelyvimporﬁant that he see
_t&o'persons;> One o£ the peréoné.was Sergio,Arcaéha Smith;

o And to ?rove this, I ém going to use Carl§§ Bringier.
I tolad him whatvI.heaf that.Sergio‘Arcacha Smith
vwgnt to Texas. »Atbthat time, Carlos Eringier went by on
tﬁe street on Decatur to his place of business and I told

him, "Look, why don't you go and ask Mr. Bringier? He might

Uentury Heporters, Inc.
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know about the whereabouts of Mr. Sergio Arcacha Smith."

2 ' While he went to talk to Mr. Bringier,.I
3 called the DA, Mr., Jim Garrison, and talked to Mr. Frank
. 4 Maloche, one of the DA Assistants at that time during the

5 Jim Garrision era.

6 ' He was a policeman too in the First District.
7 - So Frank Maloche said, "Do you know the two
8 persons he wants to know?". And I said, "Yes, I know the

9 two persons; Cne of them ié Mr. Sergioc Arcacha Smith."

10 I hang the phone up. Mr. Ferrie came back to me again and
'H said, "Do you know what Mr. Bringier said? Mr. Bringier

12 said he don't know anything about the two personé I want to
. 13 know." .He said, "’It is very, very.importarlxt that I know about
4 these two persons." Ivsaid, "I don't know'" kecause I did

15 || not want to involve myself.

15 ' Mr. David William Ferrie left‘my place of

17 || business about 2:00. I believe about twelve hours later he‘

18 | was pronounced dead. See if that is true or not true.

19 s o pid you'knOW'Clay Shaw?
20 A Yes, sir.
21 _ Q - Did he have ahy relationship with Lee Harvey

79 I Oswald?
23 : A The only thing I'm going to say about Mr.
24 Shaw, he has been in my place of business. Fe was in my

25 | place of business and that is it, nothing else.

Century Reporters, loc,
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0. | Cléy Shaw is no longer>alive. Can you tell
us anything more about any relationship he might have with.
Lee Harvey Oswald?
A. - He Qas in my place of business. That is all.
He ﬁsed to work at the Internatiocnal Tfade Mart, some kind
of pbsition there.
Q Do you know Guy Bannister?
A I believe so. I believe ilwas assigned by
Se;gio Arcacha Sﬁith three or four people, three or four
 Cubans was'assigned to go and sée Mr. Bannister about trying
to collect money for the Revolution of Cuba. I was one of
the men. assigned to go and - talk to Mr. Bannister.
”QA B Did Guy Banﬁister have any relationship
with Lee Harvey Oswald?
A | I can't say that.
Q - Did you every see Guy Bannister talking with
Lee Harvey Oswald?
A v' No, I can't say that.
Q . Can yoﬁ give a reasonvwhy you refuse to answer
these guestions?
A Ivcan't_say that. But I can tell you that
Bannistef and Mr, .Sergio Ar?acha Smith was very close.
0. Was Bannister close witﬁ either Mr. David
Férrie or Clay Shaw?

A I can't say.
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Q Can you give a reason why you refuse to ,
answer that question?
A Those people are dead already.

Q. ~ Is your resason for not answering the guestions

the fact these people are dead?

A. Yes.
Q Do vou know or did vou know William Gaudet?
A I don't know by the name. Maybe if I see a

bpicture of him or sométhinq. But William Gaudet sounds
familiar but I don't know exactly. I can't ahswer'that
guestion one way ér the other, i might know him or I migh£ no
Q | - Can you tell me whether any of these people
whbm we have been discussiﬁg had any coﬁnectibns with the
Kennedy assassination br .nad any relationship with Lee

Harvey Oswald?

A, I would say ves.

'Q ' Would you care to elabor;te?

A | No, I don't.

.g LR Would you care to-give a reason for refusing

to elaborate?

A 1 If-ybu bring the Cuban Camp in New Ofieéns
and subpoena Mr. Warren C. dé Bruéyé, I will offer myself
to take é lie test if Mr. de Brueys ﬁakes one, if Mr. Hectdr

Garcia, the one accusing takes one, You be the judge. You

be the judge who is telling the truth, who 1is right and who is

Ceatury Reoporters, inc.
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wrong. 3ring Mr. Sergio Arcacha Smith too. See how well

he knew all of those pecple including Warren C. de Brueys,

How many times he met in private in his office with Warren
C. cde Brueys, Mr. Arcacha Smith and de Brueys.
Q Without getting into the issue of polygraph

examinations, do you have anv other information which you
feel would be helpful in the investigation of the

assassination of President Xennedy?

A ' ‘Well, as I told vou, everything came out of

the: Cuban training in New Orleans.
Q Would you care to elaborate on the Cuban

Training Camp in New Orleans?

A -No, I don't. I can tell you how many have

been dead already, been killed already.

0. Mr. Pena, at this time I wculd like to give
you an opportunity to use five minutes to elaborate on any
of your previous answers or to amend any of your previous

answers or to discuss any issue that you have not previously

discussed but whiéh.you’feel are important and should be

discussed,’

A Let me put it this way, i1if I accuse somebody,
that person can sue me through this paper?

0 Mr. Pzna, I would like to repeat that this

deposition is voluntary on your part and I would again like

1

~ to ask you if you have anything further to add?

Century Heporiers, Inc
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! ) A " Not right now.
2 : Q We would appreciate in the future if you have’
3 any other information on any of these issues, if you would
’ 4 | contact us and provide us with this information.

5 I have no further guestions. Do you have.
3 -aﬁything further to say?
7 A Yes. In the future if you find ocut aboﬁt
8 these pecople I told you about here and the truth of all this
9 matter, vou can call me back again and fhen I will tell you

10 a little bit more. -.

11 : Q - What matters are you specifically referring to?
' 12 A - Everything we have been talking in this
. ’ 13 deposition.
’ 14 o If vou have nothing further to add, I would

z like to thank you very much for taking your time to give
16 this voluntary statement and, again, I would like to ask you

17 | to feel free to provide any further information in the future.

18 A okay.‘
19 ‘(Whereupon, the deposition was concluded at 4:50 P.m.)
21
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I, Joyce Xay Schaefer, a Notary Public in and
for Harris County, Texas, being the Notarf Public before
whom the sworn testimony df OREST PENA was taken, do hereby
certify that the witness was first duly sworn by Magistrate
Ingard 0. Johanneseh,‘Magistrate for the Eastern District
ofALouisiana, to teli'the truth, the whole truth andAnothing
but the truth, ahd that the above and foregoing is a trug
and correct transcfiét of said testimony. |

Given under my hand and seal of cffice on

this the Z?}_a/ day of June, 1978.

z . 2
oyce’ Kay Schzzfer, Notagf)éhbllc
in and for Harris County, Texas
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