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.5G T-4 is PG 585-C 
)n 2/19/58 and. has been 

, che Top Hoodlum Program 

PG T-5 is the report~ .. ·Y~~~·~~vv~' 
In t e 11 i g en c e Di v _._ .... _ ... ~~.,}ffi-.z~:;fiJ:n;trt§~tl~~ 
4/18/55. 

PG T-6 

The 
his 
Pitts 
Office 

The Spe 
in conn 
S~ROBERT 

~G T-7 is GANLEY of the Int 
Revenue Service, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
V013;GE, on 10/29/59. 

Division, Internal 
contacted by SA ROBERT A. 

The' Special Agent to whom Mrs. ELIZABETH LOUTSENHIZER talked 
about the operation of the Toll Gate Motel at Monroeville, Pa. 
on 4/25/60 is SA ROBERT A. VOEGE of the Pit~sburgh Office. 

1
' -, . PG T-8 is I JFK Ac t 6 (4J J a PCI of the Pittsburgh Office, 
i/ who was co_ntacted by SA ROBEir A. VOEGE on 9/12/60, and who 

(·· is being utilized for continuing information in the Pittsburgh 
.~' Top Hoodlum Program . 

... -
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
FileNo. 

' . -...__ ,.~ 

-.· 

uc~~ -~;~TES DEPARTMENT OF O sTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION~ 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
December 29, 1960 

·'· 

.f.ftiFK Act 6 ( 4) 

' . ..···<.-······/:.:./,..:/:' ! 
THE LA ROCCA~GENOVESE ORGANIZATION • 

// } ; 

I. CHARACTERIZATION AND ORIGIN OF THE ORGANIZATION _/ •. 

The most comp~ete understanding of the or-igin/and /background 
of the La.Rocca-Gewov se Organization can probabiy be 
obtained from inf tion relating &9 the early activities F ;:~/· .· 
of SEBASTIAN _JOHNv. A ROCCA and MTKEJ\GENOVESE furnished to ~./' ff t! . 
t'he Pittsburgh ·· orr~ of the Federal Burea,u of Investigation~· 0 -~ -~. 
as follows: :Jo •.t N · t..A- R tJ tC-b , ; ,. ~::r:t!'e·1: T ,!j..f; ; ... ~-rs .· C--:!3?i~ O_~<··~::-fc: 

J:J.:-Ir '..-· . · ·."r-i· ., • •• ...._~·~·- ~···" · ..• ~ •.• ~ . (? 3 ? 'j;". '5;.1-&r"l'l Ah~!.l>. IJ.· 1/!{:i-; 
?n F·e~V-'27, 1?5~, I .. ladvised- t;.:.h:a:tt' .... l:YEChad. b·een l", ·n ~:t: ;. · · -wi· 

1.n the z;umbers wr1ting actiy~ty since about __ J.9~8 and is still 'Pt."=!lt''"""""'~ v~ ; 
active. 1n -this regard. .-He said that mqst of P~ttsbur;gh._ 's •. ·· ---~~"'-";-1 
present day nbig racket men"· once qepe..nded/'on him solely for •· _ ·1 
protection purposes since he knew local and state !)olice . 
figures and recalled / that ·JOHN LA ROCCA w~s one of these 
racketeers . . I ~stated that LA .ROCCA .•became acquainted . . 
with -him in about 1941 or 1942 when - LA F,tOcCA was handling all 
the nUIIlbers activity· in the East .Libert/y -section of Pittsburgh · 
and had set. himself up_ .as a "little God. 11 .·When LA ROCCA 
becamf? d.issatisfied with his firiancia;L gains, he left i Pittsbu:('gh 
on a trip to Chicago to see f .·rie_nds .· :;ibout'/ pasre reel machines •·· .. . 
with which he felt he _could make more money. ~~ lsaid a : 
!)aste reel was similar to -a !'one-armed bandit 1 with the excep
tion that a small paper-wrapped mirlt was dispensed after· the · 
coin was placed. in the slo:t: and the play was registered. The 
Chicago manufacturer of this machine circumvented the "strictly 
for gambling purposes " phraseology .in /the law in this manner. · 

. . 

Wh:D.e LA>ROCQA was in Chicago, I fsaid he moved into the 
East Liberty section and took over the entire numbers operation. 
He turned in. his numbers returns to one GEORGE CHRISTY (now · 

,.deceased) in. Pittsbufgh. When LA ROCCA returned to Pittsburgh 
he became angry with_ ]ind his move and had someone. Ori ve 
a car over! lone night as he was crossing a street. IL.. __ ___, 
said when he was discharged from the hospital he found out that 

COPIES DE~T~OYED 
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his ·automobile had numerous bullet holes in it. JFK Act 6 141 said 
that .because he thought he wo'Wl make money in the East Lib.erty 
section, he stayed in the business of writing _numbers and 
actually forced LA ROCCA out of the numbers business. 

JFK Act 6 141advised that in about 1943, he and LA ROCCA became 
friendly and LA ROCCA invited him to share. _equally in the 
ownership of the Coin Machine Distributing Company which later 
set up offices at 5746 Baum Boulevard in Pittsburgh. JFK Ac t 6 141 
recalled that LA ROCCA was completely bankrupt at that time 
because of numbers setbacks but managed to raise enough money 
to put up his share. JFK Act 6 141 said he personally travelled to 
Chicago to arrange for the purchase of machines to ~ distributed 
by this company and had a verbal agreement with ART OONEY who , 
allowed him to place these machines throughout the st Liberty'"), ~f.....
Homewood and Garfield sectio~s of P~ttsburgh where ROONEY was 'r#~ , 
not operating. According toJFK Ac t 6 141 ROONEY, who is the present f'0.,.,.,.. ·' 
owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers, professional football club, / 
was the only man who could get· paste reels before LA ROCCA 
tried, and controlled the entire Pittsburgh vicinity in this 
regard. JFK Act 6 14 1Said that the government placed a $100 tax 
stamp on each machine and the City of Pittsburgh put a $50 tax 
stamp on each machine. He said that other owners of the r._tl;..--
company, in addition to himself and L_A ROCCA~ were FRANK~AMATO, 
BARNE~~C GINLEY_, SAM~. ~\(~!'JNARINO and F. W. '_ZOGG,, t_ he latter 
from ci.\icago •• _ _ S-.A--»1 •, :~ _ _ _ !±_1}#./Jd.J...~j_ltl/2. .. _ ""10 ~- -··· , _, 

•~(1 /'/ ?~'r . ,--:r. L:·~ · 

J,FK Act 6 14,1 ad vi~ that the company was doing well finaneially 
before Allegheny County authorities raided establishments 
where the machines had been placed anq forced it out of business. 
He recalled that although each of the six aforementioned 
individuals owned an equal share in the company, SAM MANNARIN~ 
and LA ROCCA seemed to run everything and held meetings at 
which important subjects were discussed in rt·alian, which he 
did not understando He advi_sed that he realized that LA ROCCA 
was only using him for his proven protection methods and JFK Ac t 6 141 
did not mind as long as he got his cut of the profits. He 

. recalled that during 1946 or 1947, MIKE GENOVESE came on the 
sceneo He stated that this individual had been a pickup man 
for LA ROCCA in the East Liberty-Home\'food seqt1on of Pittsburgh 
and was a tough kid who, according to~FK Ac t 6 141 "was almost begging 
to go to ~ail. 11 He said LA ROCCA turned GEN6VESE over to him 
and: askedJFK Act 6 141CO "keep _ him clean" because he had him in mind 
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rJ±> future plans. He recalled that FRANK~ALENTI, who ) .• .. _ 
w:as presen~-~t the Apalachin conference o1·v~oodlums, (1..f!J.-··---
a·nd' ANTONI !RIPEPI, a Pittsburgh hoodlum, . visited the 
offic¢3 of he Coin Machine Distributing Company regularly 
and always took orders from MANNARINO .arid LA ROCCA. · He 
said RIPEPI was a more important racket . man than VALENTI 
but that LA ROOCA seemed -to be the key man in the -Pittsburgh 

-area. H~. said . he would plac·e ·LA ROCCA and MANNARINO as 
the .two men controlling the rackets in Western Pennsylvania 
and, he sees MIKE GENOVESE:as the J.ogical successor to 
the top position. 

PG ·T-1, who has expres·sed an unwillingness to appear before 
any future Federal or State proceedings, advised that in 
about 1947 Pittsburgh labor leader _ NICHOLA?rlt>TIRONE visited ]:.J};__. ' 
the offices of the Coin Machine Di?tributln~ Company and 
asked SAMUEL MANNARINO to get some 11gorillas 11 to .handle some 

· men who were giving STIRONE labor trouble on .a highwa~y 
being built in the Monroeville, Pa., vicinity and more 
·specifical;Ly to give the dissenters a 11going over'' at the 
same time . they were upsetting their. e'quipment. According to 

·the informant, this ·· job was carried out by SAMUEL MANNARINO 
for STIRONE bptt:M.ANNARINO became incensed when he learned 
his "gorillasuha<l hurt some older Italian .men. The informant 
said that -' MANNARINO had been under the impression that the 
men who had defied STIRONE were young punks. 

' . 

The aforementioned informant advised that the term nMafia" 
was never used when he was closely associated with LA ROCCA, 
AMATO and the MANNARINO brothers. He said that everyone 
knew thes_e' individuals d\lring the late 1930s and early 1940s 
as 11 blackl:landers 11 and -that this termwas bandied about without 
fear at the offices of the Coin Machine Distributing Company 
when LA . ROCCA held sway. He said that the aforementioned 
individuals hired groups .of "toughs" to do their work for 
them and that these hoodlums of low intelligence and poor 
Italian background carried eno kni v.es or guns. He . said . that 
he recalls that they ·were ·armed with cue sticks which they 
had ostensibly stolen from poolrooms throughout the Pittsburgh 

. area and which had been sawed off to 12-15-inch lengths. 
He explained that the heavy .. end of the cue stock was used 
as the business end and that a hole was bored into the 
bottom and lead used as a further weight. He said that after 
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III; -- -POSSIBLE ACTIVITY OF OPERATIONS 

PG - T-5~ anoth'er AOVernment agency conducting intelligence 
investigations_._! 

I 

.PG ·T.:.6, who has . expresSed an unwillingness t ·o appear before 
any future Federal . o"r State pr'oceedings, stated that .he was 
with PAT TIANI, described by the informant as ·a· used ·car 
sal·esman on the afternoon of ·November 25, 1957, when .TIANI 
met MTKE ·GENOVESE and they · entered the Genov·ese Cocktail -
Lounge together. He said he met TIANI two hours later and 
was· told that ·GENOVESE had be·en discussing the meeting at 
Apalachin, N. Y~ According ·to· TI:NNI, GENOVESE remarked that 
"They 111 never find out v1hat went on ·in New York · and 
when they do no one will ever believe it. 11 The informant . 
explained that accqrding to TIANI, GENOVESE said the meeting 
in New York ·took 'place in ord·er to plan legitimate enterprises 
in which the group might make an investmentand it was agreed 
tha~ motels should be beilt throughout the country and be 
operated legitimately. The informant said that a ·ccording 
to TIANI, GENOVEsE·said the · local representatives were to 
begin the const•ruction of a motel in their territory and if they 
encountered any financial trouble the gropp meeting at 
Apalachin would be called upon for assistance. 

PG T'-2 onJanuary 13, 1958, advised that\ 
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TJ\:-~-iTED STATES DEPART.MEN1< OF,'-JUSTICE 
.> 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

P:tltt ~fburt~ll ,. Pe:!!lns yl:vania 

December 29~ 1960 

I. .C.I~ARAC'FI'.RI~ATlt:PN·· .ANit GR~~l!l\l' J>~ TRJS. GaOA'HXZATlON. 

!be ntost . iompl~t$ utriie:rst$:~din; o:f t.he or1g.tr1 ~nd bacikgrount:l 
ot th~ '~rtQ~ee.·~~n¢tves$ 0'!1~~-~ti~l'l ~an p.~k¥<11~l.y o~ 
eht~inea. f:N)l!l· it1f~~t.!Ol). ~erta..t~~t!; t0 t;~~ .~arlif act;1vi.t1ea 
<>·~ .$~S~lii.N~··J()t'Ui· ... ·liJ\. ·a~CA··~nti .filk"J ·e.iNonsJt .. ,tta.tmisned. to 
tha · :,?!t·t~atn.i:rgh · attie~ ¢~ the F~~1:~al: 2\lr>~-ij c;t ltnv·es·t~<:it 1on 
a3 · fe:t:&;$~J'tJ;:· 

@n Pebr'U&~¥ ·~7'.1 ~~,8., I . JFK Act6 1 4 1 I ~d!·(l~~ t~t ne had b~ep 
tn th.~ ~:t;nJ\!e~$ .~rl:~.ing aeti.vclty s:tnc.e abot~t .. 192.8 .arid is. at111 
a;et.iv• ~-r;~~ :t~ef$a~. ~:e ' td.., tk\~t most ot_.P~tta!>tt:r~•a 
p~fJ~e~$ flaY · !tJ)~g. ll'&~!cet m. · .. . fJ~~·$ (tep~4ei on. h.j.m filo:tel.y fer 
p"tef;t,.~n .~ur~~''!Sl s.zm~e b~J~.n~ l.q)~a.J. a~a. -sta~e .police 
t:1g:tl:e~a·. ~1!¢~: ~ee;J.ll:~~ .t ·'t' ~~·· ~ ~·~·11· ~~s .Q~.~ of tliese 
~e~~t~~~. JFK Act. 6 ,141fi:J~·ai • · .. ·;t;~~t· ~:Jft~C'4:. 'j:)~ame. .fl¢Q,\Za+pted . 
ilf:ttl'l ~~11n 1n a,b~ttt 1.941 or ·:t~~J2 Whlltl··~ RQQOA wa;s hanul+l1g all 
t·!'i·e \llt.uub~~·, ~ct:!:v~tt~ $~ . ~be . Jt~~t ~·l'Je~t;v .s.·~qt·:t~n . of '~l~~sbt;trQh 
am~ •ii!.a..~· •.. a;e~·.r,b:i.~e~f .~P· a.s :a.. t.r~:t-~t.le G~i·•m W.l'l.Ql'l L~. aecq~. · 
b~came· d:t(is~~$sf:i.eri w~tn. ~is. ~;t~a.~ei:a.~ ga·:tm:h .. ~e la.f't. Pittsbu~h 
o,n a. ~ril.p tQ CJ.b1~agQ to ·$ee ,r1e~4$ abQtre past.e ·l?eel tnach;tnea 
w!ttb: ~~1eh ~e t':elt .. ~e eo~~ ~e .1Uore ·tnf)neyo JFKAct. 6 14J~atd a. 
J)a:&ta r~~l ~~$ einlil~ t~ .~ ,u<iine.;annea. ban~:tt '« ~.;r;J..tb..· the excep•· 
t·i.t)n. t~;Ef.t ·~.· a.;J.l).ria~e~~~~~~e4 ·Jl~flt· "'ta.$ <i:ttlpen~ed .$ft;er tlqe 
eo$.n ~a.tl p:t-l;te$(1. in t1rte s).o~ arn'l.'t·n~ 'pla?T w~as ~e$iste~ed. !'he 
Chi~ag~ .. ~u~ta~ylilper ;(l).f tni~ rr~~l'l~·ne e~reuarve:r.rt(1d th.e ustr~~.~tly 
:roz> gambling. PtlJ:l>O~esn pi:l.l'l~SE'!.$li'ogw in•· tne law· ;La this manner. 

Whll2 ··.~·· ~~ti: -was ·.1.n ·Chl~ag~,-.J,FK Act 6 1 4 1f:l~1d he move~: ;tnto the, 
East 1J:b~:&ti;v i$~e~:~(J1l ~d tQQ~ ,over. the e~tire number~· \i'Jl?emtiQn. 
H~ t.u.~~ct~tn .. h.til,.P1>lf1lbeFS:.: retu~ns to o,ne G-E€lR~' SiiiS'!T¥ .(now , 
«e~ea.s~«tl) .. :ttl Pittstrurgtt. . .when .. #A ·ROCCA· retu:rn.ed t~ Pittsburgh 
he became $nili'}l w.:itllJFK Act 6 14 1 !:ina· his move a.n~ ·nac.l .s!Z)~eone diriye 
a. ·¢ail? ·ottfl:t;>JFK Act 6 14IOJTt~ n~.~b.~ af! ~l~ was eresa!n~ a iltr~et~JFK Act 6 141 

sa.1et wh:~n ne was d:t.scba~ged . f~om- tbe 1\osp::ttal. .ne fGUnd out t;nat 
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