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Central Intelligence Agency ; : -
© 2210 E Street, ¥. . . o CoTTTeTTED
. !,.{aehirvrbon, . C. , ] MAl 6 197]

From: J.

Muﬁj ect:

to above .

¢ Tebrmay 15, 1950

. United §fatm Aepartment of Justice
Federal Bureaun af Inuestigation

Washington, D. .

CONFIDENTIAL .

BY SPECI.L 1ZESSZNGER

e

At.tent:.om Colonel Rotert Schow

Edgar Hoover - Director > Federal Bureau of Invest:.ga‘b:.on

30357.005’3 TANCOU RI'

FORWIGT POLITICAL MATTERS - VENEZUEIA

' NEUTRALITY iCT ,
. SPECIAL LICUIRY - CIA

Reference is nade - to your request dated Octobexr 12, 1949,

@ = your control number 22174 and tc this Bureau's communicaticn dated
! S January 10, 1950, enclosinrg copies of reports on the activities of
- Romulo Betancourt and other members of the Accion Democratica Parvy.

There is enclosed herewith one copy of the following

investigative reports prepared in response to your request rei‘errnd

Report of Special Agent Robert J. Ahsens dated January 23,

1950, at San Juan, Pyerto Eh.co.

Report of Special 4igent Joseph T. Genco dated January 25,

- 1950, at New York City.

This Bureau's liaison azent in Obtawa, Canada, has checked

wlth the Royal Canadian lounted Police who furnished the following .
~3dnformation pertinent to this :a_nvestn."atlon.

to Romulo

fe have had our recerds checked for 1n£omatn.on pertaining

Eetancourt, : :1rlc/ iaz, jrturefi®ri f‘e'lo,\L'b. ColJ lario Ricardo

.,—...._‘. » SRODSEENN
- + P sl st g

"' S gy

‘&{Vargas, Lt. Col,\ue Ja uosa, LloycsRosenbloor, Ppm““‘f'rreeﬂs*:ocn‘, Hank

Greensnumn

we have no inforrution on file pertaining to any of these individuals. .
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- WInformaticn we have of Rormlo Betancourt is to the effect
“that he is one of a group o 14 latin-imerican nawspapermen vho visited
‘Canada from auzust 6 to 10, 1943, for the puriose of instecting various
war industries. At that time, Betanccurt was sz2id to bte a sriter on
political and economic matters for the Veneszuelan newspaper 'Anora.®"

- The Pureau'!s liaison agent further advised that in discussing

.. this matter with the officers at the RC!P Headaquariers, the latter stated
~that it vwould be a nost d_fflcult task {0 endeavor to trace an;- Tunds
that might be deposited in banks or in safe deposit boxes in Canada
or transfers of money from Canada either tc the United States or sonme
other country without having more specific information than that which.

" was furnished. - The RC:P have. no knewledge of any accounts in Cznada
vhich rright have besn -opened by Betancourt or those associated with hinme
They feel .that the circularization of the Canadian banks withoubt nore
specific informaticn would be impracticable a2nd almost cer‘b..lnly
unproductive. The RCIP is hesitant to inquire of other ° ‘overmment
denartrents relative to this matter in'an effort to trace the funds
wxhhou‘b more specific identifying data.

Be ently a confidential and relizble source ascertained that

‘Jose Horaci Of‘:_.OuI‘l”‘L,Z » & Dordnican Republic nationzl. presently residing
in Guba, was schecduled tvo. go to lexico C:.t.y by plane on or about
January 10, 1550. The source stated his mission vas ‘tc attenut to
repurchase the pldne conriscated by the Ilexican Coverm:ent on or azbout
July 18, 19,9, (It is to be no“ed that arparently the pline referred io
‘was one originally purchased in the Thited States under a valid excord
license and was confiscated by the lexican Governrent when it wias found
to have been used in the revolt of Jz.ne 19, 1049, against the Dominican -

. Rerubllc )

The above source further advised that Solis and ILopez Clarice
were then reported to be in the United States to make arrangensnts for
the purchc.se cf planes, parts and probably arns for the Venezuelan '
Den.dcratic Action Group. The source was unable, however, to advise
as to their present vihereabouts in the United States but ascertainzd
that if they were unsuccessiul in their nission the Guatemalan Governrent
has offered to purchase necessary war raterials for the Group Zron the
United 5tates. The. source indirectly ascertained that the Caribbean
Iegion and the Vepezuelan Group had been in contact srith larion Rozelle
Finley and Jessie{Vickers for over a month but was unable to ascertain
‘the nature of their business.
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: _ Another. coni‘ldential end reliable source has adnsed that -
on December 20, 1£49, Wilson Broim arrived in KEavana, Cube, by plax:e
from Mexico City, and registetred "2t the Hotel Necionale The source
steted Brovn remained in Havena until Decerber 26, 1945, when he.
returned to liexico City, by plane checking out of his hote'l without
paying his bill.  The source ascertained that Brown did not possess.
& passport and visited the lexicen Consulete in Havema, for the
purpose of obtaining a liexican Tourist Carde. In order to establish
his identity, Brovn exhibited a War Department Intelligence Division
Caré Xumber B~1€5359, which card indicated he had held .the renlt of Lajore
Brovn was issued a Yexican Tourist Card Yumber 4064.

: The source stated it was suspected that while Browvm was in = .
Havena, he mey have been in contact with one Eugenio}De Sosa, - Accordirg
to this source, De Sosa hes been under investigation beceuse of suspected
activity in conmmecticn with the illegel introduction of arms into Cuba
© for the possible purpose of planning en armed revolt against the Govem:r.en'b
of Pres:l.dent Carlos Prio Socarras. :

" The source also advised tha’t on Januar:, 6, 1950 Robert GjDra.:ce,
Presn,dent cf the Dreke Shipping Company, Incorpore...ed, 52 Boardwey,
. New York City, was in Havana, and inasmuch as he is the employer of

" Brown, paid the letber's bill at the Hotel Facicmal. A%t this time

"~ Dreke indicated that his firm was a foreign freight forwerding company
- and disclained eny kmow leage that sro*.rn wes engaged in illegal arms

As indicated in this 'Bureau's letter of Januery 10, 1950,
-3t wouléd be appreciated if you cculd furnish more specific information
as to the location of the alleged funds reported to be deposited
. by the Accicn Democratica in Canade and the United Statese. The
- investigntion in this matter is contimuing,.-

. The infoﬁr.a.‘bion contzined hereir is furnished to you
~ eonfidentially end is not intended for further dissemination. s

Enclosures - A . : _ . .
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