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TOP SECRET

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
‘ WASHINGTON, D. C. '

CUBAN INTELLIGENCE ACTIVITIES

: Two reports of interviews at San Juan, Puerto Rico,
on April 8 and 11, 1977, with an individual in recent contact
with the Cuban Intelligence Service are attached. This
individual is of continuing operational interest to the FBI
and. it is requested that FBI concuyrence be obtained prior

‘to initiating any action based on this information.
. : ) - - J A ]
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Wafning Notice - Sensitive Source and Methods involved.
No foreign dissemination. Extraction of information
controlled by originator. ‘

TOP SECRET

Classified by 5182 -
Exempt from GDS, 1, 2, and 4
~Date of Declassification, Indefinite
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On April 8, 1997, FELIX ZABALA MAS, also known as
Tuto, a resident at 350 Lerida, Urbdbization Valencia,
_Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico, was advised of the identity of the
interviewing Agents, and he furnished the follow1ng informa-

tion: _ ‘

‘FELIX ZABALA advised that he was a member of Alpha 66
from 1961 to 196%. He is cuxrcntly a member of Circulo Cubana,
a large Cuban exile cocial group in Puerto Rico, and beyond

- this belongs to no other political or social group in Puerto

" Rico. ie stated that he is not a member of Frente Liberacion
Nacional de Cuba . (Cuban National Liberation Front) or the

. Coordination of United Revolutionary Crganizations (CORU). He
. stated that on April 3, 1977, he attended a meeting which
‘concerned itself with humah rights and was presided over by
one FRANKLIM DELINO LCPEZ who was interested in sending five
Cuban exile individuals to Washington, D. C., and present a
czse to the United States Department of State to tell Presiden:
CARTER how to cdezl with the Cubans. He stated that their main
- concern here was the political prisoners and the system of
Cortnunism under CASLHO. ZABALA stated that he participated in
no othner similar activities. He statéd_that he Aaoes have a

" close relationship with a vervy pelitical individual, ENRIOUE
NUNEZ, who is the eultor of Repllca Maga21ne in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. ' .

: ZABALA advised that his sister, AMALIA ANGELINA
ZABALA MAS and his mother, ANGELINA MAS, came to Fuerto Rico
from Cuba on Decewnber 23, 1%76, for a vacation in Puerto PlCO.
ZABALA stated that his mother: has a six month visa which

"~ expires in June, 1977, and that she is currently attempting

'to stay three months longer in Puerto Rico and is awaiting
~word from Cuban aathorities through her daughter who has since
returned to Cuba :c secure a Cuban goverrment OK to remain in
Puerto Rico. Upon receipt of that OK from the Cuban government,
the subject's mother will then apply to the United Statdes
Immigration and Naturalization Service (USINS) for a three
month extention oY her visa to visit Puerto Rico. ZABALA's
sister, AMALIA, was in Puerto Rico frém December 23, 1976,
urtil January 17, 1977, at which time she returned to Cuba.
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FELIX ZABALA Staten +that AMALIA is mdrrled to JULIO CESAR

MAS MARTIN, who is a medical doctor who has a verv good
practice in Calixto Garcia Hoapltwl in Havana, Cuba.

ZABALA stated that AMALIA's husband is not a political-type
person and he is not conbldoreu to be a Communist. He '
stated that JULIO. CESAR MAS MAPTIH ‘is happy living under

the Cuban systemw of .government hocau e he i1s a dcctor and
therefore lives extremely well. ZARALA stated that the
latter's brother,;, LUIS MAS MARTIN is currently living
outside Havana assigned to an agricultural project. ZARALA
stated that LUIS MAS MARTIN, who 1s approximately 50 years old.
currently having a severe q:Lnking problem. ZABALA beliecves
that he is working with the agriculture project in the
vicinity of Matanzas, Cuba. ZABALA termed LUIS MARTIN a
Communist and an anti-Ratistite ZABALA added that his
sister's recent trip to Puaerto Ricu was her first trip ever
to this country. e sta tﬂd that he last saw her in 1965 in
Cuba. ZARALA re-orted that he went to Jamaica and mat his
sister and his mother on December 21, 1976, and assisted in
their travel o Puerto Rico by helping. them to a hotel in
Kingston, Jamajc;, and then to the United States Embassy there
to secure a visa to vigit Puerto Rico. Ha stated that since

)

1965 he had only talked to his sister on the telephone

approximately evary six months.

ZABALA c*ated that he rarely writes to any friends
or familyvmémbers in Cube. . He stated that his brother,
DOMIMGO ZABALA, also known as Nino, is currently an athletic
promoter and he werks in a gvoup known as the Instituto ‘
Nacional DLerortes Pevolucicnario in Cuba. ZABALA stated that

his father, JOSE L. ZABALA, died on November 23, 19%4, in

Cuba and thaL his two sisters, AMALIA and LELENA, currently
live in Cuba., He stated.that his brother, JOSE LUIS ZADBALA,

‘also known as "PIPE," DOMINGO, and himself spent various veriod
of'tlne in Cvkan jails. He stated thai "PRPIR® served four vear

and nin2 monthe vhich bagan in HMay of U961, DOUINGO, who
ZABALA terncd a von-Communist, was in jail for 18 months from
September, 19 01 to 1963. ZABALA stated that he himself was
in jail only f’r seven days. which began in Mav, 1961. ZABALA
added that the reason that the above individuals received Jail
terms had to do with their affiliation with a group which wag
going to plant bombs in or near the waterworlis in Havana, Cuba,
in 1261. ' ' : o
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FELIX ZABALA MAS stated that he doesn't'knbw any.
individdals who are in FLNC or CORU. He stated that REINOL

RODRIGUEZ is a cood friend of his and they have been
associated since ZAPALA's affiliation with Alpha 66. Iile

‘stated that he did not think that REINOL RODRIGUEZ 'is stil

H¥ 50529

a member of the latter organization. He stated that he has

1

=3

~only-belonged tc one political group in Cuba and that he was
a member of the Movimiento Revolutionario Pueblo (MRP) and

thaL that group vlaced over 100 bombs in and around H*"ana
Cuba, protesting the CASTRO government

14

ZABALA was questiohed about his relationshio with

one AMNTONIO VECIANA and he stated that VECIANA is like his
own brother. He added that VECIANA 1s his son's Godfather
and is currently a resident of liami, Florida. -ZABALA
reported that VEZIANA and himself were .in Aloha 66 and at
one time attempt:d to form an Alpha 66 group in San Juan,
Puerto Rico. Tw> other individuals, accoirdina to ZABALA,
were in on this =»nterprise: TONY CUESTA (who is possibly

Tiving

now in Miami, Florida). ZABALA considered VLCIZNA to not only

Trr

be his friernd, bit his business partner and added that VEC
resides at Numbe.: Jll Northwest 30 Ct.. Miami, Flori d“, 33

IALA

125.

ZABALA stated thit VECIANA left Alpha 66 in 1966 and that he

i" dbfln1te+y‘ zi-Castro and would personally like to kil

CASTRO. He did not know VECIANA to be affiliated with any
political oroups at this time. 2ZaABALA stated that four or
five vears ago that YECIANA, ENRIOUR Nuyhz, and MANOLO =AY
went Lo Costa Rica and formed a revoluticnary narty (anti-=
CASTRO) , which had the same ideals of Alpha &6, He adder!

L.

that

this groun which was known as Partido Revolutionario Del Pueblo,

lasted perhaps e:ght months.

FELIX SARALA MAS revealed that on Octobher 28, 19
he left San Juan, Puerto Rico,. and traveled to Kingston,

76,

Jamaica, for the purpose of seeing an entertainment prometer,
FELIX SHITH, about putting on the Chinese Circus Review from

Taiwan.. He addec that he met no one other than FLLIX SHIT

H

during his stay in Jamaica. He insisted that he had met no. ono

Tor SECREY
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who could be a representative of any foreign government, .
particularly from Cuba. FELIX ZABALA MAS reported that on
November 88,1976, he traveled to Miami and then on to
Kingston, Jamailca. He stated that he went there to see the
promoter, FELIX SMITH, and discuss problems on how to get
money out of Jamajca if ZABALA were to bring the Chinese
Circus PReview from Taiwan to Jakaica.  ZARALA added that
this was approxinately one month prior to the popular
elections and thare is always -a problem bringing monev out
of Jamaica. ZABALA again stated that he had contacted no-
one other than FILIX SMITH ' ”

. ZABALA advised that he traveled to Jamaica again
on November 30, 1976, and returned to Puerto Rico wvia Miami
on Cecember 2, 1976. He stated that at that time he again
visited FELIX SMITH. ZABALA stated that he traveled alone
to tontego Bay aad another town, Ocio Rios, in Jamaica, and
vigited theaters vhera he coulid p"ﬁfﬁL‘, pressnt thes Chiness
Circus. 1lé addel that he stayed in the Sheraton lotel when
he was in Kinaston. dn‘this occasien. He stated that hez had
seen no family m@mbers or anvone who could be vossibly
considered a rapresentative of a foreign government. e
added that while in Jamaica he traveled by public automobiles

which are used as taxis or buses.

ZABATLA MAS adviged thut he had rented Lhe_'Happy
Center Bar" which is loceted in Hato Rey, Puerto Rico, for
the period betwa:n December, 1374, and July, 1976. He stated
he gave-up this line of business in that he was not making it
financially. Ue added that at the moment he is not in
financial cf*a;q\%f and that he has been receiving current
income from his vromoticen of the Taiwan Circus Croup and two
professional prlfe fighters (beoth Dowinicans), HECTOR JULIO
MEDINA and ADRIANO MARRERO, also known as Nane. He stated
that the latter two individuals are under his control as he
is their manager and receives approximately 32 percent of any
purse for setting up their fights. -

ZABALA stated that he would like to go back to Cuba
if CASTRO .and the Communist system of government was out of
Cuba. He added that he personally believes in a system of
Socialism and Denocracv. 2ABALA revorted that his family
the Communist form of government and thai
S0 (RIH like the current Oul
not suve ster, AMALIA, likes Uu

his brother, DOM.
sysbem, ZABALA
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CASTRC or Communist system. He added that she told a friend,
HUGO PERE“, a Cuban exile who is about 50 years old and
resides in Floral Park, Puerto Rico, that if she could get
out of Cuba with her four children, she would leave. She
reportedlv told PEREZ that her husband, JULIO CESAR MAS
MARTIN likes the good style of living that he currently
enjoys in Havana, Cuba, as a ranking médical doctor. ZABALA
added that HUGO- EREZ sent alot of clothing back to Cuba
with his 51 ter, AMALIA, for HUGO PEREZ' father.

ZABALA advised that as far az his future travel
plans are concerned, he intenrds to go to Los Angeles,
California, abou: the 15th of April and there, prenare
theatrical arrangements. He stated that this would take
approximately two or three deys. He added that he has to

. go to Santo Domingo at some. future date for the theatrical
presentation of the Chinese Circus Review from Taiwan. -He -
stated that this would probably be in Hay, 1977. He added
at this point that VECIANA, ud?rd, and he set up all the
Chinese Circus Review from Taiwan's engagements. He added
that he might possibly be in Chicago and New Yo*k City,

New York, after HMay, 197/.

The interviewing Acents reminded ZABALA that he at
one time. in 1966 was interviewed and polvgraphed by a United
- States Government official. ZABALA, who stated that he did
not know the resvlts of that interview or the polygraph,
stated that he remembered taking the test and being interviewecd
at a‘-hotel room in the Miramar Hetel, Miramar, Puerto Rico,
but that. he did rot know who or what organization was behind
it. He stated tlat an Agent of the Federal Buresu.of Investi-
gation (FpI) at that time had set up the interview and the
examination. He stated that. at that time he was ashked about
going to Cuba and working for the United States Government
for intelligence reasons. He could not furnish any detaills
about any of the individuals, approximately three or four,
who were in the roon at that time. '

The intervicwinq Agents questioned ZARALA about
, a possible trip to Panama which was made on January 10, 1977.
W He was confironted with iUFOIWd’LOH that revealed that he had
traveled with Pan American Ailrlines, £light 58% to Panama
on January. 10, 1977, United States Passpor t,numbcr 22494541,

The e
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tourist card nunbher 745643, and‘thnt he returned to the

United States on January 11 01977, on another Pan American
Airlines flight, number 536, VARRLA stated that he was in

Panama for cne right and - hwcna‘“ﬁr traveled to Miami,
Florida, and West Palm Beach, where he spent one night'in
the company of JOSE PRADOS UTRRLRO,\who_Cnrréntly resides
in Puerto Rico {telephone number 783-4367). He stated that
he went to Panara on this occasion for boxing business and
that he saw LUIS ESPADA, a bhoxing promoter, and. Dr. RODIGO
SANCHEZ, of the World Boxing Association. He stated that he
only contacted these . two versons and one radio commentator,:
while he was in Panamz on this occasion. le added that one
cf his fighters, HECTOR JULIO HEDINA, was supoesed to fight
RORERTO DURAN and that ZABALA called MEDIHNA. (a resident . of
Santce Domingo) from Panama and the fighter advised ZABALA

dAN

that he was cut »f shape and therefore could not fight DUZJU.

-ZABALA added tha* he has exciusive permission to sign a

contract re MEDIN le ztated that he discussed the possible
fight with the ago_ementioned radio commenpgtor._

0

The NIL"‘I’VJ("!"Wg Agents again reguested that ZABALA

Py

{0

ke p“r’ actly honest.with them about anv UFSSl¥’ contact of

foreian agent« or other government reprasentatives while on

~the =2bhove trips 2utside Pusrte Rico. lie strongly advised that

the inferviéwing Agents had his word that he never contacted
anyone from a forsign government, embassv official, consular

~official, foreigna attache, or intelligence officer.

ZABALA stated that on the above mentioned dates,
January 10, Janusry L1, 1977, he was supposed to qgo to ilouston
and San Antonio, Texas, and other places in the United ey
to arrange for a vresentation of the Chinese Circus. He
stated, though, 1pon avrival at Miami, there was a conventicn
of managers of ajdlitoriwns Trom thr#ﬁqhﬁwt the United States
(these are individuals who could present the Chinese Circus).
ZABALA stated for this reason he did not have to go to Texas

“as the managers that he wished to see were there in Miami,
particularly at the Ramada Inn Hotel around January 11, 1977.

HW 50529

. In light of the subject's current prokation regula-
tions with United States Probatien Office, he was questioned
as to whether he had . gctten the permission of his probation

officer Lo Lravel to Panama during JJanaary of 1977, e statesd

4
that he bhaod HEY

TO aYaGUY

L
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ZABALA was asked if he had ever been requested to

‘bring anything tack to Puerto Rico from any of his above

mentioned travels and he stated that he never brouaht back
any money other -than business money. He stated that in
August, 1976, he brouaght back to Puerto Rico from Santo

Domingo. approximately $800.00 as this was the result of a

prize fight thers. He added that he recently brought hack
to Puerto Rico some checks which were from the Chinesse Circus

presentationz. lie stated that he had $300.60 in addition to

these checks which represented box office receipts. ie
placed these phedfv in an account at Banco Obrero, Hato Rey,
Puerto Rico, in the account of Promoter Antillana, which is

a trade namv. He stated that this account is administered

by himself and VECIANA.  He added that in December of 1976
hHe brought. back to Fuerto Rico from Jamaica 1pprox3ma;cly
$400.00 when he was accompanied by his mother and -sister fromn
Cuba on their journey to Puerto Rico.

The $nter"0”*nq Agents questioned FZLIX ZABALA
MAS about his relationship with oné GABRIEL FIGUEROA and a

possible £10,000 advertising prchlem he has with this
individual. AABWLA cstated that PICURRIN 13 the owner of

an advertising firm, C'wmunicatiéns Arts, and was responsible
for advertising the Chinese Circus in Los Angeles, San Diego,
Santa Mcnica, Pasadena, Santa Rarbara, and San Bernardino,
California, whil:» the Chinese Circus was recently there. He
stated that FIGUYROA, who is a resident of Miami, Florids,
sent’ the ads to various newspapers in Califcrnia from Miami
and that ZABALA Hrotested the advertising in that the vprint
was too small in the advertisement for pecnle to read. He
added that he ani VENCIAMNA complained to FIGULROA and had

paid FPICGUEROA $3,400.00 for the advertising. PIGUEROA told

the latter individuals that they owe him anproximatelv $15,000.

for the advertising. “ABALA stated thatAun February 19, 1977,
he cent FIGUEROA a check for $10,000.00 via a delivery agency,
Espasas Advertising, Incorporated, 596 De lHostos Avenuc, ’

Urbanl‘mtlo“-Jal!:rlch, Yato Rey, Puerts Rice 00919, Espasas:

reportedly made che -delivery to FIGUERCA and then immediateély
advised ZABALA to send a cashiers check from his hank in
Puerto Rico to PIGUEROA inasmuch as the first checl would not
be cleared by a “iami, Florida, bank for agproximstely two
viceks. 2ARALA stated that on Mareh 2, 1977, he sent the

. pmapge 9
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cashiers check via Fspasas Advertising, Incorporated, to
FIGUEROA and that the first check, which should not have been
deposited in light of the second check, was placed in an
unknown bank and when it finally reached Puerto Rico there
were insufficient funds to cover it. ZABALA stated that both
checks were made out to Communications Arts.

: FELIX ZABALA advised that his brother, PEPE (JOSE
LUIS ZABALA), hisz sister ELVIRA, and he, paid an organization
. which,handles th2 paperwork for Cubans who wish to visit
‘outside Cuba, Alnacen Espanol, approximatelyv $1,200.00 to
secure the finan:ial aspect of his mother and sister's
~leaving Cuba. H2 stated that his brother, PEPE, filed the
‘necessary applic:tions regarding his mother and sister to
Almacen Esoanol “in Miami. - He stated that apvroximately half
of the meney went into an account in-Kingston, Jamaica, to
render seonro th:t his sister and mother would not bhe a
financial burden to the Jamaican Government and that they
would have money to leave that country. Ile added that PEPE,
ELVIRA, or himself had nothing to do with his mother's and
ister's leaving Cuba other than ce_nrhng the necessarv
application pape:rs to Almacen Esnanol in Miami, Flcrida. He
added that he went to Jamaica on Deceémber 21, 1976, to help
his sister and his mother and that after they landed from
Cuba he took then to the Sheraton Hotel and later on to the
United States Embassy to secure the necessary visas.. ‘

"The in+rrVicwinq Agents cuestioned ZABALA about his
recent source of income and he staled that he earned approxi-
mately $3,000.00 from a prize fight which was held in Rayanon,
Puerio Rico, on Seotember 10, 19876, between ESTEBAN DE JESUS
and NIECTOR JULIO MIDINA. iHe added that he earned approximately
$1,200.00 from his presentation of the Chinese Circus in Miami
Beach, Florida, between Octoher 5 and 10, 1976. He stated
that he got approximately $2,000.00 on or about December 18, :
1976, as a re- - .t.of his selling his rights and contract to the
fighter, HECTOR JULIO MEDINA, ZABALA stated, however, that he
had to pay this nmoney back to promoter DON KING and PunLalonrf
Santiaqo as his fighter backed out of the deal and it fell
through. ZABALA advised that between February 9, and March 6,

-1977, he earnad PprOklmdLQTV $3,800.00 from the performances

HW 50529 DocId:32357039 Page 10
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of the Chinése Circus in San Juan, Mayaguez, and Ponce,
Puerto Rico. '

FELIX ZABALA MAS, who had been furnished bv the
interviewinag ﬂﬂonts.a'QPﬂﬂi”h copy of the Advice of Rights
form which he said. understoosd and signed, was nresented
a reading of the statutes hdving to cdo with foreiqn govern-
ment agents and the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938,
The Advice of Rijhts form was furnished to FELIX ZABALA LAS
prior to the aforementioned discussion of his travel outsids
of Puerto Rico ia the last six Puhthn. LZABALA was sternly
advised that he 1ad been asked to tell the truth in all the
above matters an! that any dlsc repancy in his account could
possiblv be a vi:slation of his curreht Federal prebation
which extends to January 29, 1879,

3‘
[}

‘At this point, FELIX ZABALA MAS advised the inter-
viewing Agents that he had no idea how the FBI had gotten:
all the facts abhout him and thset the Bl s to know
evervthing about him, He statcd‘*h t ho dis . not o Comewanist
and that anvthing political that he would do would be against.
FIDEL. CASTRC. A= this po 1nb. ZADALR 110G stated that hs had
waited for a lomt time for this moment anﬂ that he is now
willing to tell ~he interviewing Agents evervthing. AABALA
MA3 stated that —he following accounts are unly kriovn by
hirmself and his riend, AHNTONIO VECIZNA. ile stated that
VECIAIA recently had soame problens with a Uhited States
Govornment assasusination Cwnmittem vhich was looking into ,
tha assassination of JOHN FITZGERALD KUNNEDY. He stated that
VECIANA. had to anppear on apnroxin mif-iy three occasions in
Washingten, D. C ., the last of which was around December
1976. ZABALA stoted that approwimately ore month hefo
JONN PL. O KFMMEEDY vas shot in Dallas, Wﬁ"aag YECIANA and an
individual vho ZiARALA felt was associated with United States:
Central Intellicgence Agency (CIA), “Hr. BISHOP," met with
LEN MARVEY OSWALD 4in Dallas, Texas. 2ZABALA statad that
My, BISHOPY knovw VEZIANA since 1961. He added that BISHOP
hadl bandled an assasgination attemnt against FPIDEL CASTRO
: while CASTRO was in Chile in 1971., ZABALA stated that vgd
went to holivia .to work for the United States Government. around
1967. He stated that VICIANA and he went to Chile in 1971

gy ae
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to set up an opération. to kill CASTRO. MHe stated that to

expedite this, false Venezuelan pa%sports were made, the:
necessary guns were brought in in the diplomatic pouches,
hand agrenades were picked up in Bolivia, and a United States
diplomatic car carried that paraphenalia from Bolivia to’
Chile.  ZARALA stated that the plan was prepared in HMiami,
Florida, and . at that time VECIANA was still working for’
 the United States Embassy in Bolivi He added that he and
"VECIANA rented the rcoom in Santiaqo, Chll", and staved there
for two or threc davs. ZARALA stated that JUAN DOMINGUEZ
and MARCO: RODRICUEZ (Caban exiles not further identified)
‘thereafter took. over that room and enirolled in an approximately
six month courseé in photograph.and television in Santiago.
The purwvosc of the endeéavor was to.place a qgun insidé one of
the cameras which would be used by DOMINGUEZ or RODRIGUEZ and
whehn. FIDEL CASTERO ﬂadw his appearance hefore members of the
press, he wou]d‘ce hot by one of these individuals. ZABALA
added. that a2 high offlc*“ in the Chilean goveriiient secured
the nece< ary press permits for these 1nd1vxduaL5 Eo come in
the proximity of CASTRO when he arrived in Chile in 1971.
He stated that tﬂo operation was not successful as DONINGUEZ
and RODRIGUEZ failed, by some means, to shoot CASTRO on the
first day tnat h2 was chsented'before the members -of the-
press and that on the second day one of thosc individaals
stated that he muist go te the hospital as his appendiz was
bothering him. . the other individual stated that someona in
‘CASTRO's vicinity identified him and thereafter, that potential
assassin left Chile and was later seen in Bolivia. :

e |_£}

4 ZABALA veported that ANTONIO VECIANA prepared a
letter for the bznefit of FIDEL CASTRO in Cuba in which he
~signed the nickname of his (VECIANA's) secretary, MARGARITA.
C (MARGARITA is JIILDA CAOQ, who is currently a resident of -
‘San Juan, Puerto Rico, an employece of the United Stated
Government in Hato Rey, Puerto Rico. She was VECIANMA'3
secretary while 22 was in Cuba and while he was in Puerto Rico
from 1961 to 1967, and ascociated with Alpha 66) . That letter
contalnnl informaticn concerning Aﬂm”NJO VECIANA's connection.
. with the United 3tates Central Intelllgcncu Avencv and his |
- cattempt to kill CASTRO in Chile in 1971. ZABALA stated that
' the information in the letter was known to no oth er 1nﬂ’v1ﬂuals

ey

—
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and VECIANA had requested ZABALA to transmit that letter to
his sister, AMALIA, in Cuba for personal delivery to FIDFEL
CASTRO. 7ZABALA stated that the letter inferred that
VECIANA's secretary was dissatisfied with VECIAMA and that
VECIANA wanted a large amount of publicity due to his
appearance befor> a United States Government groun which. ,
dealt with the a:sassination of JOI! F. KENNEDY. This letter
was submitted to Cuba via ZABALA's sister, on or about
September 11, 1976. ZABALM stated that he then received a
call from his sister, AMALIA, in Cuba, and she stated that
she wanted to se: him in Jamaica on Octecler 285, 1976. " He
‘added that he re:sponded to his sister ‘s reguest and was in
Jamaica on Octoboear 28, 1976, and was met there. by his sister.
He stated that h: was staying at the Sheraton Hotel in
Kingston, Jawmaica, and cn hie first night there he met a
Cuban by the nam: of CARLOS. He added that CARLOS, ZARALA's
'sister, and he, uvent to a large hotel (one 0; two level
cabana style) possibly ocutside h1nq"on, Jamaica., ZARALA

decﬁ“inﬂ CrDINS ag a& white wale, five f{eet six inchés tall,
welghing 180 wpounds (u«er_wrfgnt), having dark eves, dark
hair, with grev stieaks in the sides. CARLOS was further

described as beins approximately 40 vears old and that he wore
no ¢lasses or had no othen deStingULbﬂlngApnYSJPBJ charanteriastics,
CARLOS described himsalf to ZABALA as a person who was hiah
up in the Cuban ¢overnment intelligence. CARLOS carried with
him at all times a businessman's attache case which contained
a pistol. ZABAL. did not see the pistol at any time.

In addition to meeting CARLOS, supra, ZABALA met
the driver of the automobilie ‘hJPh ook ZARALA, ZABALA'Ss
sister, and CARLCH to the bhotel. This individual was the
vicerconsul of tho Cuban Imbassy iﬁ‘k\nguton, Jamaica, JUAN
CARDONELT, . ZADBATA described CARBONELY as being a white male,
welighing 170 pourds, five feot eleven inches tall, having
blac "hair, dark zyes, and wearing glasses with dark plastic
frames. No othe1 i Jngulchno chxrafterl tics were noted.
by A ﬂI\ : s S

l\/ o

Upon arriving at the hotel, ZABALA was questioned
by CARLOS and JUAN CARBONILL in the presence of his sister,
w- AMALIA, and thev wanted to know current information concarning

HW 50529 DocId:32357039 Page 13
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ORLANDO BOSCH, CORU, REINOIL. RODRIGUEL, FRANK CASTRO, ANTONIC
VECIANA, and other members c¢f ant:~CASTRO groups. In resronse
to VECIANA's letter to FIDLJ, CASTRO, CARLOS and CARBOUELL P
felt that VECIANA's secretarv disliked VECIANA and they
requested that Z2ABALA tell the secrotary that thev will
broadcast the‘informatihn presented in "her® lotter over

Radio Havana in ebout a week's time. ZABALA stated that
inasmuch as he was responsible for. forwardina the supposed
letter froui VECIANA's secretary, the Cubans beliewed that
ZABALA greatlv disliked VICIANA also. ZABALA stated that no
such broadcast was ever made according *o ANTONIO VECIANA.

ZABALA révorted that in the course of the above-
mentioned contact with CARLbU and CARBCNELI., the latter
stated that they would get in contact with him through his
sister, IMALIA, They asked ZABALA if he needed any mow;y and
he replied negatively. ; : :

ZABALA MAS reported that he returned to Jamaica

“around NOvember » 1376, and staved a% the Sheraton Hotel.
During his {irst evening there, a strange voice telephoned-
his rooim and advised him to go outside. He went down éand
stood by the hot:l swimming pool and then saw CARLOS, supra,
and was again ta:en by CARLOS and JUAN CARBONELL to the
-hotel where he previously met these individuals. ZABALA
stated that the zide from the Sheraton. Hotel in Kingston,
Jamaica, to the ather hotel takes approximately thirty
minutes by car a»d this hotel is loecated near the sea. Upcn
entering this hotel, ZABALA was introduced to “"The General."
(At one time during the interview with "The General" the
latter was refer-ed to as JORGE.) ZABALA stated that he
also carrind a businessman's attache casce which ZARALA
~suspected could carrv a qun.  ZABALA stated thoat during the
course of this contact the entire conversation was taped on
a tape2 plaver in the room. ZABALMA describoed the "General"
as a white male, five feet seven inches tall, wciching 160
pounds, approximately 36 vears of age, and from Cien Fueuos,

Cuba. . ZABALA stated that "The General:" locked like a well:
built, fiym milicary type. He stated that this. individual
T ‘had dark hair wich slight traces of arey on . the side.. 7The

"General". had dark eyes and no- other distinguishing physical
ohdra teristics. :
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ZABALA stated -that in the course of this contact the three
Cuban individuals wanted to know about the bomb on a Cuban
-plane which had recent:lv destroved the plane and sent it
plunging inte the sea. They wanted him te invite REINOL
RODRIGUEZ, FRANK CASTRC, and "BEBO" (Last name possibly
FRANCO, and the owner of a sporting goods store which is
located at ¥Flagler and 18th Avenue, 'liami, Florida) to
Jamaica for reasnsns of placing bombs against pro-Cuban
schools in Jamaiza. = The Cuban individuals could then
carrange for the Jamaican authorities to arrest RODRIGUERZ,
CASTRO, and "BIR2" and later. these could be given over to
the Cubans. In addition to the above, the Cubans wante:d an
"up date” on pictires of abdut thirty individuals. These
individuals were all current suspected anti-CASTRO type
persons and incladed ENRIOUE WUNEZ. On Wovember 9, 1976,
according to ZABALA, they gave him $500.00 for olane tickets
and -exnpenses. Taiey wanted him to go.to Venezuela to find
out about the above mentioned Cuban plane bombing.

. FRELIX IABALA MAS advised that November 29, 1976,
he returned to Jamaica and this time went to a place which
is known as thz ‘Little. rub," in the =ity of Ccho Rios.
ZABALA statced that approximately -9:00 p.m. that evening,
three men came 1in to the "Little Puk." He.stated that these
individuals. were the "General," CARLOS, and a third Cuban.
whom he had not previously met. He described this individual
as a white male, six feet three inches tall, weighing 220
pounds, having short, dark hailr, approximately 38 vears of.
age, and having heavy presceription glasses., ~This latter
individual inforried ZABALA that he had been working in the
Cuban Embassy in Chile during 1971.

s
3

"
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: ' ZABALA stated that VECIANA had, in preparation

for his November 29 anticipated meeting in Jamaica, given
" him information to furnish to the Cubans. ZABALA said that
VECIANA furnished him with information concerning the
bombing of the Air Cubana Airliner stating that the infor-
mation would appzar to be good and was true, however, it

was- well known within the anti-Castro Cuban Cemmunity and

he did not believe it would harm anybody. ZABALA said

that VECTANA told him that ORLANDO GARCIA, who was an
enmployee of the Geoverument of Venezuela, and former CIA
employee, had goae to Santo Domingo in 1976 and met wiih
ORLANDO BOSCIH anid FRANX CASTRO. VECIANA further advised

that there was also present at the meeting a representative
from Brigade 2503, name unknown. VECIANA said that at this -
time, BOSCH, CASTRO, GARCIA and the representative from
Brigade 2506 planned a bombing of a Cubana airliner.. At
some time following this BQOSCH went to Venezuela to take
command of the operation. Upon arrival in Venezuela BOSCH
was met by TMONO™ HORALES, o Cuban exile living in Venezuela.

/ECIANA said that MORALES was the individual who had '
testified in a Faderal trial against BOSCH a. few years

prior to this tinec. MORALES is supposed to have told

BOSCH that he wished for-all past differcunces to be fargotten
and for themwm to unite in this act, as all good Cubauns should
try to get rid ol CASTRO. - At this time MORALES gove BOSCH

a machine guun anil offercd a car and driver as well as the
~use of an apartm=nt that he (MORALET) stated twat he had
arranged for RBOSIH. VECIANA said that BOSCH still did nct
trust MORALES ani instead went to the apartment of ALFREDO
AGUJAR; another Zuban exile in Caracas. BOSCH supposedly
staved at that ajartment and during this time was

in contact with ain. old Cuban revolutionary named "PEPEY

as well as a former CIA operative named "RICO." RICO was
described as belig a Cuban exile also. RICO supposedly

gave DBOSCH $2,00) during this time in order to support the
intended operatio-n against the Cubana Airlines. BOSCH

was alsc in contact with & Cuban exile attornev while in
-Venezuela, name -unknown, however, it was stated that BROSCH
was arrested in Jaracas at the howme of this attorney
following the boubing.  VECIANA further told ZABALA that

when the bomb weat - coff, it was such a-tragédy That thc

CORU group was afrvaid to claim credit for it. VECIANA
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i further advised that the Government of Vepezuela had
previously -had knowledge of the plans for} this bombing,
however, thev alszo became very nervous when the bomb went
off w1th the plane in the air. VECIANA tbld ZABALA that
the plan had been for the bomb to go off while the plane
was on the runway in Barbados, avoiding serious loss of
lives, however, the plane departed early and thus the bomb
went off while the plane was in the air. Co ‘

ZABALA reiterated that VECIANA had given him this
information to furnish as he (VECIANA) stated that most of
this informaticn had been hinted at in the newspapers and
that he felt that ZABALA could impress the Cubans with this
information as w21l as utilizing this information to cover
for the fact that ZABALA had actually not gone to Venezuela
as previously requésted by the Cuban Intelligence Agents.

ZABALA said that he furnished this information

to the Cuban Intelligence Agents during the Hovemper 29, 1976,
meeting and they avpeared very pleased with the information.
ZABALA said that he also, as previously directed by VECIANA,
_~told the Cuban Az rents Lhai VECIANA had been involved in some
sort of testimon3 regarding the KENNEDY assassination. ZABALA
said that he did not furnishten with any details other than
telling him that VECIANA had traveled to ‘achinﬁfon using

a travel voucher issued under the name of Senator. SCHWIEKER.
ZABALA said that he did not know why VECIANA wanted this
information given to the Cubans unless it was to further
convince him that he (ZABALA) was furaishing them with good
information in the hopes that thev would utilize the
previously furnished information and give VECIANA the
publicity he desired on radio Havana.

Following the November'RQ; 1977, meeting which was
taped by the Cubans, ZABALA said that he was instructed'to
meet -CARLOS in Panama on January 10, 1977, being instructed
to gc to the Panama iilton Hotel and be standing in the
parking lot at 9 p.m. He was told that somebody would pick
him up. ZABALA added that he was given 3700 at the
conclusion of this meeting by the Cubans, which was. to
provide -expenses for the {rip he was supposed to have takehn
to Venezuela as vell as the trip for the November 29, 1977,
meeting. ZABALA said at the conclusion of the meeting he
asked the Cu™-.s to help in getting his mother and sister.
out of Cuta for a Christmas vacation in Puerto Rico and
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they told him that they would help him. IZABALA at this
time stated that he .also recalled that during thig meeting
they requested that he get any inlormation possible in
reference to COEU and "Condor,' which ZABALA described as

a cover name for CORU. - He stated that they were also in
need of information as to who had placed a recent homb

in the Cubana Airline Office in Madrid. They told him.
that they had scme information which Jled them to believe
that a black male, who was from Puerto Rice, had placed

the bomb., They further said that this black male resembled
an Indian in appearance. ZABALA added that at this meeting
he had also. given them nine papers which he had written

out concerning cld bombings in JFuerto Riceo. ZABALA -said
“that these papers were false ‘and had to do with bombings
four and five years old which the Cubans believed were
conducted by anti-Castro groups. ZABALA said that he now
recalls that during that meeting they also gave him the
Embassy phowe,number in Jamaica, with instructions to call
if he needed to centact them and ask, "Jf the visa is ready
for JUAN CASTILLD. ZABALA said he was told that if he
needed to contact them to follow the procedure and then
automatically go the following Jlght at 9 o'clock to the
Little Pub Hight Club in Ochc Rios,. Jamaica, where he would
be met. . ZAbALA said that he never did have occasion to
‘use this procedure. '

- ZABALA said that the next contact he had with
any of the Cuban Intelligence Officers was an accidental
contact on Decemver 21, 1976, when he was in Jamaica to -
meect the Cubana W}’"lne plane with his sister and mothey,
ZABALA said that he saw "CARLOS" getting off of the same
flight and nodded to him. ZABALA said that that evening
he, his sister aid bis mother were stayving at the Sheraton
Hotel in Jamaica when he was contacted by CARLOS. ZABALA
said that CARLOS coantacted him very briefly at his room
and told ZARALA that he (CARLOS) was just passing through
Kingston, Jomaica, enroute to participating in the opening
~of a new Imbassy in ilexico City. At this time CARLOS gave
ZABALA $300 which represented the porticon of the money that
ZABALA himgsolf had placed with ALMACEN FESPANOL in Miami

in order to help get his sister and mother cut of Cuba.

07 ¢
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o "ZABALS said that the next contact was on January
1977, in Panama. ZABALA said that he [lew Lrom Miami to

Panama during tbe day of January 10, 1977, arriving in PPanama

at 8:15 p.m. ’\});1“\ said He imme diate ly proceeded to the
Panama Nlilton and checked in, and then went to the parking
lot at 9 p.m. ZABALA said that he wds met at the parking
lot by FARPOS who walked up and then said, "Let's go: for
a walk. ZABALA said they walked two or three blocks and
as thcy vcrc walking a car pulled up alongside and CARLOS

“directed him to cet into the car. ZABALLA said he did not

HW 50529

see the face of the driver of the car. The driver drove
only a shert distance and stopped.: ZABALA said that at
this time they laft the car and the driver and entered an
apartment building where they proceeded to an apqrtment.

ZABALA said that when he and CARLOS entered the apartment

"The General' was. already in the apartment with his tape

oA

‘recorder set up. ZABALA said that at this time he: gave ,
them telephone books from San Juan as well as Miami telephone
books from the Cuban section of iHiami as they had previously

requested theve t¢lephone books. ZABALA -said that he did
not have anv othzv information to give them and they

again requested that he obtzin general information conceining

the activities of anti-Castro.groups in Puerto Rico and
Miami, -ZABALA suaid Lhat during this meeting they gave

him $800 for e¥psznses. ZABALA said that they arranged
another contact in MMexico City, with the contact scheduled
for March 6, 1577. ZABALA saild at this time he was given
a leather tvpe kayv hcelder which had a slip of paper inside
which was tc be =z wonLact telephone number for bhim to call
in Mexico City. This telephone number sas furnished in
case ZABALA need>d to make contact with the Cuban Intelldig
Officers. ZABAL)Y =aid that he was furnished the new code
word which was "is the visa of Dr. SALGADO ready." ZADBALA
said that he was also told that if he called the Embassy

in Mexico City h» was simply to ask this question and hang
up and then proc:ed the next night to a store called Gigant
which was near ta¢ Imbassy in Mexico City. He was to stand
in front of the Jipgante at 6 p.m. and would be mot. He

was furnished with a code phrase which would serve to -

identify the Cupan Agent. The phrase was, "Do vou see any
taxis around her:z,” and ZABALA was told to answer, "I saw

one but it is bruhon,“Awhich would identify one te the otlhe

L)
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ZABAuA said that following thl% moctlnv lhe tecame
very'involved with the promotion of the Taiwan Circus and
was doing extensive traveling. ZABALA said that he did
not make the March 6, 1977, meeting in Mexico City as he
was in California with the Taiwan Circus and due to.
business reasons was not able to go to Mexico City, ZABALA

“ said that during this period of timﬁ that he and VECIANA-

were having financial problems with the Taiwan Circus and
needed money rather desperately. ZADALA said that VECIANA
was able to obtain a $45,000 loan to help conitinue their
tour of the Taiwaon Circus and that he (ZABALA) was able

to borrow $20,000 from his cousin in Puerto Rico, who Had. .
a short time before won the Puerto Kican lottery in the
amount of $4UQ,OUO ZABALA said that due to promotional
difficulties they continued to have noney prob]um< and that
at this time \FCuumx suggested that ZADALA try to contact '
the Cubens in Mesxico (JLy and see if they wonld give him
money. . ZABALA said that on March 1&, 1977, he called
Mexico City frowm Los Angeles utilizing the phone number
he had been givey on January 10, 1977, end used the code
phrase, "Is the :isa of DLr. SALGADO r‘mdv " whan the

Fmbassy answercd. ZADALA said that as pT@V]OUClV instructied

HW 50529

he then hung up 2nd on the morning of Merch 1¢, 1977, he
flew to Mexizo City. ZABALA said that he went to the
appointed place it 6 p.m., however, nobody shéwed up.
ZABALA said that'this was never.cxpl**n d.

ZABALA said from Mexico City he returned to
San Juan on Mavci 20, 1977, via ilexicena Airlines.. On
March. 22, 1977, 7ABALA caid that he z2gain called the
number in Mexico City and gave the code word. ZAEALA
said that he then flew to Miami on Mareh 22, 1977, and
procee eded to dex co City from,Miumi. ZABALA said that
on March 22, 1977, he went to tha parking lot in the
Gigante store arcu aund a mih came up and gave the proper
code word. ZaBaALA described this man as a Cuban male,
approximate age 50, 5'0" JLll, heavy build, weiching
aporox1m11e]\ 176 L ounds, long straight black haoir and
ds having a very round face. ZABALA said that the man
told him he was irom the Embassy and that they walked

a very short way down,the‘stlegt into a restaurant. ZABALA

was unable to recall the namg of the restaurant, ZARALA
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said at this time he gave this man a sealed package containing
”Repl;ca” newspwpers from San Juan and Miami and told the man
that inasmuch as he had been away from Puertc Rico with a tour
group he did not have much new information. ZABALA said that
~the man appearec to be content with ihis and told ZABALA
that he would deliver the package to CARLCS. ZABALA said
that unbekpnownst to this man, he had also enclosed. a
sealed letter acdressed to CARLOS in which he as ed
CARLOS for 320,000 in order to help him. (ZABALA) with his
‘Tinancial problems.  ZABALA ‘said that he explained in the
letter to CARLOS “that some of the problems had been as a -
result of his traveling to meet the Cubans, but ended the
letter by statirg that in the event that CARLOS could not
get him the money that (ZABALA) would continue to work
with him. ZABALA said that the man from the Embassy then
said that "The Ceneral” and CARLOS wanted to meet with
ZABALA during iay and they azgread upon the date of May 1¢,
1977, ZABALA saild he was instructed to go to the Xola
Station of the Mexico City Metro System and stand under
the sign for the subway to Tacuba. . ZABALA said that he
was to meet at & p.m. on May 19, 1977, uinder the Tacuba
sign. ZABALA sgaid that all of iﬁzesqé‘kllfulgenwﬂ1tg,f"eve

made withcut thm man knowing that he had a letter reguesting
$Z0,00J, pddreseed to CARLOS. ZABALA said that he has not
heard from auy ¢f the LJ% ns since that time and assures
that he would be expected to make the Mdy 19, 1077, maet.

Al

’\
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ZABALA said that during the pasti week he had
“been in Miami ard at this time VECIANA wanted him to go
to the CIA and t=11 them what had happened and . offer to
work with the CId, ZABALA said he was most hesitant to

do so wnd had told VECIANA that he did not wish to do so.

At thlu'time ZABALA stated that he also recalled
another brief contact with Cuban Intelligence Agents which
occursed on January 17, 1977, when he flew from San Juan to
Jamaica with his sister when she was returuing to Cuba.
ZARALA said that he decided to go to Hingston, Jamaica,
with her at the iast minute as she bhad a large number of
lupggage and was unable to-handle all of the lug grage herself .,
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 ZABALA ‘said he also wished to go to.extend the visit with
his gister. ZABALA said that he went to Kingston, Jamaica,
and was cnly theve for a few hours, however, he was con-

- tacted at the airport bv JUAN CARBONELL. e (ZABALA) gave
VCARBONELL a copy of the JACK ANDERSON newspaper column
which had to do with the KENNEDY assassination. ZABALA
said that he had carried the newspaper article with him
in case he was contacted while in Kingston. ZABALA said
that the article had to with the KENNEDY assassination and
a-mysterious Cubin named "X" who had had some involvement
with the CIA and with the Kennedy assassination. ZABALA
said that he believed this "X" to be VECIANA but did not
know how this information had gotten to JACK ANDERSON.
ZABALA said that it appeared that his meeting with. CARBONEL
'was accidental but he belie \td that the Cubans were adept
in planning meetings and he assumed that inasmuch as his
sister had left the airport - to go to the Cuban Embassy,
that she had told CAEBEONELL that he (ZABALA) would be in
the airpor' area waiting to return to San Juan.

At tth time ZABALA \?Jd that he alsoc recalled
that although his sister did not talk to him at all during
her Christmas visit from Cuba about intelligence matters,
that during the January 10, 1977, meeting in Panama he
was told by the Gene jwl to instruet his sister in San Juan
to contact MAKOLC RAY. ZABALA said he was not told why
his sister was to contact RAY, but. gave his sister thig
message when he returned to San Juan. ZABALA said he was
worried about hiz sister being involved in this matter
50 he waited until the dav before she was to depart San
Juan for Cuka to give her the message. At this timec she
asked him (ZABALZ) to contact RAY and arrange a meeting
which ZABALA stated he had done. ZABALA said that she
met with RAY the day before she left for Cuba but he has
no idea what they talked about. ZABALA described RAY. ‘
as being a former Minister of DPublic Works ian Cuba prior
1o the Castro takecver, and said he was currentiy cmployed
as an Archetictural Engineer with his office being in a new
building constructed on Ponce de Jeon Avenue in San Juan _
near the Martin Feno Caunal. ZABALA said that he did not know
RAY well and was not familiar with his politics or leanings,
although he had supposed bim to be an anti--Castro Cuban.

R
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ZABALA was questloned concerning the reason why
VECIANA had wanited him to send the letter to Cuban Premier
- CASTRO detailing VECIANA's activities with the CIA. ZABALA
stated that VECIANA was concerned about. h1M testjmony befoire
the committee irvestigating the KENNEDY assassination and),
for some unexpliined reascn, wanted to establish himself 1n
the U. S. Cuban Community as-a former ClA operative. VECIANA
said he was certain that CASTRO would broadcast this
information on lLadio Havana as soon as he received it and .
as Radio Havana was continually monitored in Miami, these
facts would soon be khown among the Cuban community. ZABALA
said that he -did not guestion VECIANA further as VECIANA
obviously did nct wish teo talk abeout it and he (ZABALA) ‘
decided tc go aleng out of his friendszhip for VECIANA as
this seemed to be of the utmost importance to VE CIAN
ZABALA sald that -when no broadcast. occurred, VECIANA 1equested
he continue  his contacts and urge the Cubans at each meeting
to make the broasidcast under the guise that he (ZABALA)
wished the broadcast in order to embarrass VECIANA as he
(ZABALA) was supposed to bave had a2 falling out With_“L(IANA

At this time ZABALA stated that he was extremely
glad to have beea able to get this off of conscience and
stated that. he was physically and emotionally exhausted.
ZABALA express od great confidence in the FRI and stated

~that he wished Lty . work with the FBI in any way possible,
including: iurthe; contacts with the Cuban Intelligence
Agents or in any other capacity in which he could serve.
ZABALS stated thit he was a loyal American and firmly
against the Communist system and had only become involved
. in contacts. with the Cubazns in order to carry out the
.wishes of his good friend VLClAnA.
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The following description of FELIX ZABALA MAS was
obtaxnhi through interview and ohservation:

Name . L FELIX ZABALA 11AS
Also Kiwocwn As ' TUTC; PFELIX SABALA MAS
Residence , 350 Lerida '
" Urbanization Valencia
Rio Pied:ias, Puerto Rico -

Social Securitv

‘Account Number 581 ~-90-5117
Date o:! Eirth - October. 18, 1937
Place of Birth . .- Pinar Del Rio, Cuba
Sex - . Hale '
Race " : . White
Height 6 feet
Weight ‘ 218 pounds
Hair ' Black
Byes - ’ : Browmn
Scars/Marks. ' None

Physic:l Chara rLorJ"t1w~ PRight eve dces not focus
on what the left eye is
observing. o
Fuerto Rico ' '

Driver's License 349670
“ather o - JOSE L. ZABALA
Hother . ANCGELINA MAS PEROJO
Subject's Occupdition “nterta*nment promoter
Wife - CARMEN REGO {(Date of birth

Iebxua1y~17, 1938, at lavanz,
_ Cuba) o : ' :
Subject 'z Children BETTY ZADRALA RE

Novembeyr 4, 1260, at
Havana, Cuba: _
SUSANA ZADALA REGO, born
June 9, J963, at San Juan,
Puerto Rico; '

FELIN ZABALA REGSO, born
March 12, 1963, at 8San Juan,

Puerto Rico.

) o D ; . . .
' Subject's Brothers =~ J0SE LUIS ZARALA, also knoun
: 4 . as"PLPEY, Ivf>1:11 Decenbar 4,

o : . : o ]93] 857 at 105 ',
L - e AY L RS

AR TRS:
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Subjeclt's Sisters
o
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age 4L,

DOMINGO ZABALA, also kinown
as "NINO," age 32 (currently
a resident of Santiago de
Cuba; ' ‘
ARMANDO . ZABALR,
as "ARMANDITO, "

also known
aga 25

.{student, Chicagc, Illinois)

AMATIA ZABALA, age S0Q,
resident of Cuba:
HILDA ROSA, age 43,
resident of Pera:
ELVIRA ZABALA RLUBAYO,

age 46, resident of
ico;

Carclina, Puecrtc R
-
<

ELBHA ZABALA HART

»

17
N,

resident of Cuba.
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i » . - . Datg of transcriplion

4712777

~On April. 11, 1977, FELIX ZABALA MAS was interviewed
by Special Agents (SAs) PAUL M. RUSH and HARRY B. BRANDON, III,
‘in" San Juan, Puerto Rico. 1In the course of the 1nte*v1ew,
ZABALA furnished the following inf ormaflon-.

ZABALA zdvised Lhat duriﬁg his recent contacts with
Cuban Government intelligence sources, they requested he gather
any information whatsoever concerning Cuba that wcould appear in
Puerto Rican or Urited States newspapers and magazines. They
-requested that he participate in the anti-~CASTRO movement in
Puerto Rico so that he could later ad¥ise the Cuban Intelligence
Service (CUIS) of the activities of the Coordinacion de Organi-
‘izaciones Revolucicnarias Unidas (Coordination of United Revolu-
‘tionary Organizations) (CORU), FRANK CASTRO, REINOL RODRIGUEZ,
GUSTAVO CASTILLO, ENRIQUE NUNEZ, MANOLO LEDO, BE2C FRANCO, and
- ANTONTO VECIANA. At this point ZABALA addad that to the CUIS,
CORU is tbe same as Accion Cubana (Cuban Action) {AC) and the |
Frente De Liberzciosn Nacional De Cuba (Cuban National Liberation
Front) (FLNC). ZABALA stated that the CUIS was also interested
in information he could ohtain concerning the progress of the
Congressional KENNEDY assassination committee as well as the
persons responsibls for the death of ALDO VERA. They mentioned
that they were of the opinion that CORU dia away with VERA due
to internal arguing. According to ZABAILA, the CUIS showed an
-interest in VERA as they stated they knew he was ih Buenos Aires,
Argentina, when a Tuban Embassy worker wis shot. ZABALA stated
that on the date of his latest contact xltn the CUIS he advised
them that he has not been able to gather anv pertinent informa-
tion concerning th? abova-mentioned individuuls indsmuch as he
has been totally occupied with his promotion work. The CUIS
requested that ZABALA determine any information possible
regarding the loca:ion of JASPAR E. JIMENEZ. ZABALA stated that
the CUIS had never asked anvthing about Puerto Rico other than
their interest in ‘“he above-menticned individuals.

TOP SECRET
Classificad by 2072
Exempt from GDS, Category 2, 3, 4
Date of Declassificaticon: Tndeling
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_ FELIX ZABALM advised that the Cuban Government is
.aware of who was responsible for the killing of several
members of the "Fragmatistas” in Miami, Tlorida. The CUIS
told him the names and at this momert, ZABALA cannot recall
who thev were., He stated that the CUIS identified them as
‘members of the "Praamatistas." ZABALA added that the CUIS
has never stated or inferred that they had any intelligence
agents working in-Florldn. ' '
" ‘ In revie wing his activities in Chile in 1971,

ZABALA stated that he was recruited for the planned k11lln
of CASTRO by VECIANA in Miami, in 1971. At this time VECIANA
was d United Statas Embassy emplovee in Bolivia. ZABALA
stated that-after they “‘Jnncd the attack, which was based on
Anformation VECIANA said that he had reczived from a Chilea:r
that CASTRO was coming to Chile in October of 1971, that he
(ZABALA) flew to Veneznuela and VECIANA vent to Bolivia. ZARALA
stated that JUAN DOMINGUEZ and HARCO RCDRISUEZ, two anti-CASTRO
Cuban exiles from Miami, also went to Venczuela with him to
pegln training in phwtoaranhy and television camera techniguas
as the rlot involved their posing as cam2ramen. ZABALA said
that shortly after he arrived in Venezuela, he went to Chile
in February -and ranted an apartment for the use of DOMINGUFRZ
and RODRIGUFZ. Hz was in Chile for twco or three days. ZABALA
was unable to recall the location of‘that,apartment. ZARALA
alded that shortly after this, VECIANA and a Cuban exile named
MAPOLI, drove to ‘hile from Rolivia with the guns and grenades
to be used in the atte wwt. The arms were hidden under the back
seat of a United States Embassy car VECIANA used Lo transvort
the arms. The arns were later hidden in a closet of the
apartment and NAPRDILI and VECIAMNA retuvned to Belivia. The two
cameramen went to Chile in July to await CASTRO's arrival.
Thev had in their nosseéssion foraed Veneuzuelan and Dominican
passports which ZABALA had prepared. 2ABALA got the nassport
from indigent Venazuelan and Dominican nationals in Venezueisd
by telling tham tnat he could help them enter the United Stales.
Thev cave him their passports as hoe sdaid he would nead them.
ZARALA stated "lac e steamed the pictures off the passrorts
and replaced them with photographs of RODRIGUERZ and DOMINGURD.
"He then stamped them with bogus Government stamps which VECIANA
had made previously. Z2ABALA stated that the Federal Bureau of

TOP SECRET
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Investigation (FII) had taken these stamps from VECIANA's
home in Miami in. a subsequent search. ZABALA stated that’
when the plot failed, as previously explained, ZABALA stated
that DOMINGUEZ, who said he had been recognized by a cousin .
in CASTRO's party, fled to Bolivia and RODRICUEZ, -who had
had an appendicitis attack went to Venezuela. RODRIGUEZ,
who was a Federal fugitive at the time, later returned to
Miami where he wass arrested on Federal charges. ZABALA
added that the "General" confirmed that one of CASTRO's’
former bodvguards was named DOMINGUEZ and had been in Chile
with Premier CASTRO in 1971. ZABALA added that one of the
persons he knaw to be involved in the plot with VECIANA wvas
a Chilean senator named_ RENE PARADES, and had a slip of
paper which had his 1971 Santiagc televhone number as

62111 (office), and 259598 (home). : '

- "ZABALA stated that VECIANA later told him that his
Central Intelligence Agencvy (CIA) contact in this matter was
code name "BISHOF," although ZABALA said he never actually

met this man. “VETIANA said recently that this was the wame _
"BISHOF" who was with him when thev talked to LEE HARVIY OSWALD .
in Dallas hefore President KENNEDY's. death. ZABALA stated

that VECIAMNA was the only source of this informaticen concerning
LEE HARVEY OSWALD contact in Dallas onc month -before that
essassination. Il2 stated that VECIZANA had put .this information
in the supposed laetter from VECIANA'S secretary to FIDEL CASTRO.
-VECIANA had +old ZABALA that VECIANA, "BISHOP," and OSWALD met
in a downtown Dallas office approximately on2 month before the
actual KENNEDY de1th. '

~ ZABALA stated that he believzd that VECIANA wanted
“the letter mentiored above routed to FIDEL CASTRO so as o
cause . strife in ralations which were improving bhetween the -
United States and the Cuban Government. He stated that VECIANA
probably felt that a disclosure such as this concerning CIA
activities and thz Chilean plot against CASTRO would cauze the
Cuban Government fo break off reélations and cause advers: :
publicity against the United States. VEBECIANA originallv wanted
to route that lebzer to FIDEL CASTRO via the Czechoslovakian
Embassy in Washinjton, D. C. Z2ABALA stated that he himself .
suggested that he handle it through his sister in Cuba. The

TOP_SECRET
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letter. was subsequently sent by ZABALA to his sister for -
routing to FIDEL CASTRO and for this reason ZABALA's sister
contacted ZABALA and requested that he come to'Jamaica.
VECIANA was in fezvor cf ZABALA makinq such trips and

- contacting the CUIS, and VECIAMA paid ZARALA for the

expensés involvec in his “irst trip. At this - point, ZARALA
stated that he hes adsised VEDCLANA of -all of the results of
his recent trips and contacts with the CUIS. 7ZABALA stated

‘that VECIANA had placed in the above-mentioned letter the

names .of !r. BISFOP, BLAIR, and KAIL, who VECIANA had reported
were members of the CIA and who were working in the United
States Fmbas ir Cuba prior tec FIDEL CRAS5TRO's takeover.
ZABIALA qtzteu thzt he has never bheén able to determine if
VECIANA is himself a CIA Agent. ' '

ZARALA was cuestioned as to the political sympathy
of a current resident of Puerto Rico, HMANCLO RAY. ZADBALA
stated that he wcrked for the CASTRO government as minister

of nublic works afior CASTRO cane to powar in Cuba and by

the time of the EBay of Pigs invasion, he was against FIDEL
CASTRO.  In 1263 and 1964, MANOLD .,1 formed an organization
known as JURE in Puerto Rico. IABALA advised that RAY has
lived in Puertc Rico all the time that he has been out of
Cupba, ard that around 1974 PAY had a construction business
rchitecture” in Jamdica. He stated
that RAY had the business for a two dr three vear period and
had to leave Jamaica duve to visa reasons, RAY bnllnved that

.the Cuban G ove“nmdnt‘wanted him out of Jamaica. ZABAL

considered RAY to he a social Democrat, uﬂlltlcally upeﬂklnq
He added that EAY still has his Cuban CT(lZCHSHl and’
currently in bad financial straights, ABALA stated thut fho
"General," on January 11, 1577, in Panumd. t7zanted to have
ZABALA have his sister contact MANCLO. RAY while she was
visiting. in Puertd> Rico and advised him that the Cuban Govern-
ment wanted %o help him get his business visa again in Jamaica.
They wanted, also, to meet him,  ZABALA reported that he told
his sister, and she saw MANOLO BRAY on Januwary 15, 1977, in
San Juan, Puerto Hice, for a period of three to four hours..
ZARALA's sister told ZABALA that RAY had to think about the-

Cuban Goverhmentﬂ» oifer.» ZEBALA's sister (AMALIA) gave -
MAHOLO RAY her address, number 1140 Nuevo Vedado, Calle 39,

Havana, Cuba. GARALA added that for a five minute period
prior to dep
Ericfly with his sister,
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ZABALA was cquestioned about the current status of-
LUIS MAS MARTIN and ZABALA stated -hat the information which
was previousiy furnished on April 8, 1977, by himself concerning
MARTIN was the truth. ZABALA otated that according to his
sister, MAS MARTIN has a serious drinking probklem and is no

longer-a high official in the Cuban Government. ZABALA stated

that !MAS MARTIN is currently working with a cattle project

around Matansas, Cuba. He stated that MAS MARTIN was with
CASTRO in the mountains prior to his takeover of the Government

in Cuba and that Jater, MAS MARTIN was RAUL CASTRO's secretary.
ZABALA added that MAS MARTIN was at one time the dlrev tor of
Radio Havana. : '

- ZABALA stated that in October, 1966, VECIANA and
another individual, a residen®t of Miami, Florida, and the =ditor
of Replica Magazine. there, MAX LLSNIK, advised ZADBALA -that
ALDRIGUIA GALLEGC revortedly got $20,000.00 from the Cuban
GQvernment Aduring 1276, for some unknowbd reason. ZABALA
statad that GALLHEZQ had bkeen working in iiami at a finance
companv and that now he is thc owner of a pet store. ZABALA
skated +that La-hal t6ld the "General™ on Hovember. 292, 1976,
this 1nfoxmat30n concerning GALLEGC, and there was no reaction
x~hq+ coever., 2

ZABALA stated that in his recent contacts with the

CUIS, he had ﬂlV@l very little information c¢nncerning. VECIANA

REYTHOL RODRICUE 4, GUSTAVO CASTILIO, and FBANK CASTRO. He
stated that on th> times that he was contacted by the CUIS they
showed  him picturzs and asked him about:.various people. At the
same time thev tajsed all of the conversaticn and offered him.
alcoholic beverag:s. .They had advised ZARALA that they would
very much aD)lefl‘ie if he could get VICIANA cutside the
United States. ZABMLA helieved that should this occur, the
Cubang would atteﬂpt to seize him by some nanner.

ZARALA stated that the Cuban Vice-Consul in Mexi

tico
City, on March 23, 1277, told njw that CARLOS and the "General®
A

wanted to see him.in Mexico City on XMay 192, 1977. ZABALA
stated that he advises the Cubans that he is on his way to
make a meet bv calling the Cuban Imbassy in Mexico City and
asking if the visa for Dr. MIRANDA PRADO is ready.

TOF SLECRET
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ZAPALA nkat‘d that nhe cu*rontly has two post office
boxes. He has ar. old box which is- located in 0ld San Juan,
General. Pos* Office Box 4073.  He stated that he acquired a
nev Post Office hkox at the Manillas Station, Santurce,

Puertc Rico (zip code 00904), and this is Post Office Box
_Number 40287. Becith beoxes are under his full name. He stated
that the Cubans know of his postal bok in Santurce, Puertc Rico.
The CUIS at one time wanted to know how they could contact
ZABALA and he suggested a Post Office box.

. ZABALA advised that at this tlmo he is on very good
relations with bis Cuban contacts. He stated that CARLOS and
the "General” had mentioned on sceveral occasions that they
would like him to go to Cuba for a vacation with them.

ZABALA -vas questione d about his involvement in an
embezzlement mattar in the’ early 1970's, which involved his
indictment and. la:zer 1mpL1rrnmhnt and vrobation., ZABALA stated
that .his group, waiich inciuded VECIAMA, hHimself, and four ofhpr
Cuban exiles who were residents of Venezuela: SECUNDINO ALVARY
ANTONIO AROCHA, AGUSTIN BARES, and Engineéer LUCILO PEHA, wanted
to raise money fo:r the Chilean operation which iz mentioned
above. He statcd that the latter four individuals are probably.
'$till in Venezuela as he Jast saw them in J9’] ar ]972 there.

ZABALA adv: sed Lhdt if the CUIS would want to contact
him for some reason they could possibly use his sister to
contact him +olonhon1c4]lu. He stated that thev could also
possibly contac*+ him through his new Santurce, Puerto Rico,
postal hox. ZABALA stated at this point that he did not think
that they ‘would use it. ' ' ,

_ ZABRALA stated that over the period of the last several
months he had received a total of approximately $1,900.00 from
the CUIS for his expenses. ZABALA stated thal his only source

- of income at this time is revenue rochvnd from his hanﬂllnq
of the Chinese Firgws Group.

FELIX Z?bALA advised that possibly on Wednes Jay
April 13, 1977, he would have to travel to Los Angeles, Cdilfdfnlu,
to handle some arrangements for ihe above~-mentioned Chinese
Circus Group. He sLdtea he would turn to Puerto Rico, probably
on Saturday, April 16, 1977. :

FAMTY T S
LOI SHCRET

HW 50529 DocId:32357039 Page 31



TOP SECRET

SJ 65-514
7

ZABALA was questioned as to his method of traveling
to Pandma early in January, 1977. = ZABALA stated that he
traveled on dMonday morning, January 10, 1977, with Eastern
Airlines flicht rnumber 958 to Miami, and immediately went on
to Panama. ile stated that he spent one night in Parama and
immediately returned_to Puerto Rico via Miami.

The lntchlOWan Agents questioned ZABALA as. to
oO’Vgraph examinetion as to the truth of all of the facts
mentioned in this interview and theose accounts mentidnad in
the latter half c¢f his interview of April-8, 1977, and he’

resnonded positively without %cf1#a+xon.
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