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HEADQUARTERS- DIRECTION GENERALE 

/ 

·' 

TOUTE CORRESPONDANCE DOlT ·, 

ETRE ADRESSEE COMME SUIT: ' 

LE COMMISSAIRE . 

GENDARMERIE ROYALE DU CANA7. DA 
OTTAWA 8, CANADA l 

YOUR NO . ---------------­
VOTRE N ° 

OTTAWA 8 , CANADA 

ouR No . HQ-330-Q-1-3 (Vol. _2) 
NOTRE N O 

March 26, 1965. 

Mr. Moss Lee Innes, 
c/o U.S. Embassy, 
Ottaw~, Ontario. 

PROPERTY OF R.C .M.P. ::_ THIS POLIC E R EP ORT 

JS SUPPLI ED TO YOU OY T HF: R.C. M. POLICE FOR 

INFORMATION OF YOUR D2PMlTMENT ONLY. IT IS 

NOT TO OE MADF. KNOWN TO ANY OTH ER AG ENCY 

OR PERSON WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF. 

ifHE R.C.M.P; . 

Re: La Cosa Nostra, Montreal, Quebec 
Canada \ 

New York report of 26-Jan-65 on L~_ .. Cosa 
Nostra_was referred to our Montreal office for( ·their 

· comments and attached are copies of their report dated 
8-Mar-65 in this regard. I . 

2. · · Regarding the information conlerning Vic 
_\_Q_OTRONI 'i position as ~eader of the .M9r..L~L_~aJ.L_Group, s1nce 

I 

(_ 

' the 1957-Appalachin Meeting, we have suspected that Vic 
COTRONI has been a member of the ''Maf-ia". Our opinion is 
that COTRONI has had control or played a major roll in 
directing all major c~ies in the Montre_a.l-1_ r!jj 61 tJ. bf'./­
area and as a result derived an enormous financliil-oenerrt-:~--··· ·"--· ··- - ~~~ 
This conclusion has been reached as a result of information 
received from various sources, subsequent to the Appalachin · 
M.eeting, when it was disclosed that Vic COTRONI may have also 
att.ended the Appalachin Meeting, but was one of several 
persons who escaped apprehension. 

3. Persons of importance who have had contact 
or dealings with Vic COTRONI in the past and who we 
consider could be part of the COTRONI organization are "' 
as follows:- ,... 

( l ~ Fr an~~~NI - lfPS #648069 , Porn 9~.ltB!;= }Q,,_ k!_q'/.:t;["fl,l,? ~!!'ffi!i.O ;)­
He is the b;~o.:t Vic and Guiseppe COTRONI 
apd reported to be an "enforcer" for the 
protection and prostitution rackets in 
Montreal. Reported to act as supervisor 
for the Eastend Gang, assisted by one Joseph 
COCCOLICHIO, referred to below, for the \ 
COTRONI organization. 

I 
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POLICE 

c;..330-Q-l-3 .. ; .. 

~:HQ..:.JJo-Q-1•3 ·.cv .2) 

.,..· ... 

· · 1. Further to memo from H:Q. Assistant C. I.B. Officer 
dated 12 FEB 65, requesting ·informa.tion relevant -to the 
involvement of the . COTRONIS~ GALENTE, GRECO, etc., with tl'ie . 
BONANNO family at this t 1.me, please be informed of the 
following. , · 

There exists a definite link between BONANNO and 
:, these other individuals~ 'Joseph BONANNO Alias "BANANAS" FPS 

No. 891104 is alleged to entered·. this country as early 
· .. a13 1938. In 19.54 Carmi . A~NTE Alia!! "-~~Lq T!IE C].Q!E.'~,~~ 

. FPS No. 8l.50l3, rec _n, Y. repor~H VP:t'Ecf-rT as ~n · 
;r'QQf.H~ to . flONANNO, ggn~_;i,gf.);r-f.)Q, 14 · top. U, s; boodlllm ~t tho 

time, took ov&!'l the Mont~eal.. Syndicate~ .. ne ' eon'la'o~l~d ·· 
organized gambling, protection rackets, stock frauds, gam-. 
bling, among other major crime specialties. He was known · 
to have dictated . on policies relevant to the S~dicate 1 s 

ope t ion~. . ·. . , . . _ . . . . . , · ( . · _ .. 

. ; Up to this time, ~~~ali~_s "ERANl - " PETR , 
)89562, _known local h o um, who had succeedea 

" following the latter's slaying in · 
· arm man for GALENTK1 a newly formed . 

ost his .· job in 1955 and subsequentl.y . · 
isappeared ~ mysteriously in 1956. PETRULA is reported to · . 

have had close associations with Harry SHIP~ FPS.No. 47477, . 
a top.synd1cate member and Luigi .a.lias Louis GRECO FPS No. 
815813, then considered an enforcer for the syndicate~ · By 
1956 the vice syndicate controlled all forms of crime. . · 

\ . 

• 4·· \ It is at this juncture that Police opinions are . 
. the most confl.icting and speculative~ · The. chain of cOmmand 
. as presented earlier ·is generally accepted. · Following PE.~ 
' TRULA*s disappeatmnce, one .conjecture is that -the city was 
' divided into two distinct and separate. groups, namely "The .. 

· "' East End Gang" and "The West End Gangn. ·others maintain that 
· this division was never made · at · all in terms of area but 
ra~her in relation to the type of ·crime committed. 

5. Irrespective of the motivations~ the city was . 
divided. Replacing PETRULA w~ find that Harry SHIP had - . 
control of the West End with GRECO as his counterpart in 
the East End. ·· The Wast had the French Canadian and Jewish . 
elements whilst the .East comprised .mostly .of .Italians and ·a. · 
lesser number o! Fr~nCh ~peaking followirs • . This set-up was 

~ ~ .· · .. • •• ... ~ ? 
:-- . 

. :~~ -~C~NT'D · ·.-~N PAGE 2 ••• - ~ · . . 
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8. Referring to Para. 2 where a request is made for 
- .the names of 20 members 'Hhom we feel belong to the Montreal 

"necina". Inasmuch as vra are convinced that the "Cosa Nost 
_has extended ita-tentacles here, ue have no evidence to sub­

_· : stantiate t4e existence of even one "Cosa Hostra." family in 
Montreal. We have received n9 information at any time to 

·_ the effect that ·other than GAI.ENTE, any of thca · local commis­
sion belonged to this organization as we know it to function. 
The allegation that BONANNO, in 1964 came to form a family 
of uborgatta", comes as zio surprise. Had he been given the 
opportunity of settling here, this may have come about. · 
Between hi-s incarceration, legal proceedings and subsequent 

· : deportation_, · it is most doubtful that he had made any gains 
at forming such a family_, particularly since the ~-iontreal 
~roup wanted _to b~ ·left alone.. · · 

9. _ · · · S1nco we l~ve b~en alerted. · to ·tho po~~:t'b1l1ty _ ot 
a ''Cosa Noatran family being £oi"rlled here.: the matter wil~ - · · 

· be borne in mind and any information of value will be 
,:::,.: promptly reported~ . ·. . · · · · 
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(2) Joseph-i0~COLICJ:I.~_Q_ __ := __ EPS_#;5·8·· 891.·, b. orn 28-Jan-20~ 
~~::___ r;}_£~~ 

I. 

R~ported to be "strong-arm man" and "enforcer" 
for the COTRONI syndicate and assists Frank 
COTRONI in the supervision of the so called 
Eastend Gang. 

I 

(3) Pete#~m ©/'f:_D~- FPS #3545'g_?, born 29-June-14, 
· ' ---..____ ~~.§.Xl.O..y.,.,. ll-tJ 14-/J..f!:._ - · 

ADAIVIO is a gambler who is connected with race 
and bookmaking businesses. Reported to be 
supervisor of the so- called Westend Gang with 

jone _ Georg~ VQ.J.li~~~lL~=. ref~rred to below, 
1for · the V1c COTRONI organ1zat1on. Members of 
rthe V'Vestend Gang are reported to be well-known 
: safecrac~ers and also dispose of stolen bonds. 

bfr ··· It is reported that AD.~iO and COE do not take 
an active part in the safecracking or thefts 

~ but establish new outlets for distribution 
of the bonds and plan places to be robbed. 

(4) . ~eorge Willi--~~E- FPS #98184, .Q~q_rnJ..:Ji~Y:..Q5~,, 
~------------~~~vu~-~~~gl~~--- . 
\ 

·,. 
\ 

COE is well-known Iviontreal gambler and reported 
to be a "pressure man" for the syndicate (one 
who contacts managers of nightclubs demanding 

~protection). Also note information on Peter 

\/:o. . . 
Arma~~uURVILLE - FPS #356432 

fl€t"'Ht a c1""ose'"as"soc1a te of C01'RONI and acts 
as a front in various businesses for the 

(6 )_.J~~~,"~~own record. 

I·_ Hfe 1J· s a cloCse a~soc11~ate1 o~ CMOTRONI a
1

nd own~rbl 
o acques art1er Plote 1n ontrea , poss1 y 

l
l . another business interest of COTRONI. Believed 

to act as courier for COTRONI. 
i ' \ l . . 
/ ( ?_~~~4~~~,J~~J;,-32,,J:.e~ 

. . . 3 
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VIOLI is a naturalized Canadain and has been 
involved in illicit alcohol, counterfeit, 
protection, arson and land fraud. Recent 
investigation has shown a close association 
between VIOLI and the COTRONI organization. 

. - . 'f' ~· 

(8) Irv'i::f:LLIS ::.. E'PS ... #833862, ·FBI lf20687_7_5, b~ 16-Jan-65J- . 
~ _Mpntrea~~L~---

ELLIS is reported to be an "edge man" and collector 
of protection fees from the gambling syndicate. 
Past investigation has shown that ELLIS has 
accompap.ied COTRONI to Miami, ~l,g_~ in 1958 
and was believed to be the contact man between 

· coTRONI and the Carmine GALANTE organization. 
Recently ELLIS has been involved in the Embassy 
Steel investigation. · 

( 9 2._ .~a:~.i~R~-~PS #33 5733, born $-Jul~ . .!l..!:~~ 
He is a well-k'i1own-gamble~ and recent inve.sti- (! p ,/ / '"; .,. 
gation has shown his involvement in the Embassy __..,.,.....,....... .. 
Steel operation. 

(10) Hym4ERNflllAN - FPS #l7851A, fBI #l0~9.52_f!., :._b.qr.n . 
~· . ... . . . .7~·-.P:.~~Q. ,"'-~~e}V York ,Jl1. t y , N.Y. /J 

<:.. IJ ;,J)/ /.// 
A well-known gambler and steel broker who , 
is. now subject of the STERNMAN-BERCOVITCH 

• ' ' T~~~ al investigation, 

( 1~~~!~7'.#486134, . born ~6-].~£:-.illt.,.,.~g~ci.<""~~· 
Well-known Montreal gambler and is the subject 
of recent investigation concerning STERNMAN­
BERCOVITCH et al. 

(12)~i~~ERS - FPS #96376$, 

He is well-known "mi,ddle_man" and ttedge mart" 
for the l~un~~aal~criminal element and 
presently subject '0f the STERNl'ilAN-EiviBASSY 

. STEE~ investigation\ (I f.:J fi 11 b 17 

~~.f11;,74777, born ~2.1? __ ~~~,:.... __ _ 

vi/ ell-known Mq_ntreal1 gambler and "edge mann 
for the syndicate.70 !9-l~ ft!J)t 

- -
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( 14) Lou~ ¥co -FPS #2 2 52 28, born 19-Se Rt-13 ..J:'!9ntyea~_f:_1 //--_~-.,;,...-~ 
-... ... ·1~1"'9'5-0s reported to be one of Carmine 

GALANTE's top enforcers in the protection 
and stock racketeering activities. Recent 
reports indicate that he has lost his 
influence in the organization to a certain 
exte 

( 15) Albert. EAN - F'PS #415880, F'BI z¥.302].,.52 .. 12.,,,...!l9xD ..... J)~-:..8~Rt;;,J:,.*Lt?..L., 
~- · _ ~l:'~t~~~ (Granted landed status at 

(".---- JVwntreal. 9-Apr- 53.) (!_ A- tJ 19- /j /9-

Investigation in the past revealed that LEAN was 
involved in gambling, prostitution, protection, 
narcoti.cs and stock rackets. In 1957 connected 
with George BRISBOIS, F'PS #882285, F'BI #683656C 
in the narcotic field and also associated with 
Louis GRECO in the latter part of 1950 and early 

·1960 in the Welland Investment Limited stock 
rackets with such well-known stock racketeers 
as Arthur TORTORELLA (FBI #471455), Carmine 
LOMBARDOZZI (FBI #290869) and Stanley YOUNGER 
(FBI #272384D). Recent enquiries indicate LEAN 
residing in Quebec City, P.Q. and that there 
has been contact between LEAN and Vic COTRONI. 

(16) Vince'2#~"?!:'_~.:'..~'!"L:- ~~;.:~ ... tBJZ£::~-15:,. 
------..£~~-e"~""ei"'on"'"F-evealed that ORLANDO 

is an ex-hockey player for the Detroit Redwings 
and has been banished from entering the U.S. 
He refereed wrestling matches in the Montreal 
Forum and ~ther locations in the province in 

'the 1950s and associates with kn9wn gamblers, 
nightclub people and wrestlers. Some of his 
associates in -the past .1r.rere Solly SCHNAPP, 
Harry .. SHIP, Harry SMITH, Stanley PAPADAKIS 

1 (FPS #668151 - brother-in-law of Peter ADAMO) 
/~}1 ~tl and other well-known Montreal hoodlums. 
~ ORLANDO is married and his wife is from Miami, 

~lpr;i~_where in the past they spent considerable 
time each year. He· has a brother Joseph UJosie" 
ORLANDO, F'PS #615331, \...rho, in the 1950s managed 

1 a gambling establishment on St. Antoine St., 

• 0 • 5 
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Montreal. ORLANDO is also mentioned ·in our 
correspondence dated 22-Feb-65, your reference 
88-157,. "our reference 62 HQ-1180-1-C-4 
concer.~ng Joseph Vincent ASARO. 

(17) CANZANO - FPS #58.7119J b_orn 7~~!:.:2~ 
a 1on received in 1900 revealed- tHat 

. . . ·--.-., 

SCANZANO made application for permission to {! !.j N )l}>fi-
enter the U.S .A. as a non-immigrant. Enquiries ' 

~--.-~~-~~ at that time revealed that he was involved in ·· · 
gambling and · on his application for permission 
to enter the U.S. gave his destina tion as one 
William FIORE of Springfield, ~ass. who was 
a well-known gambler and operator="'of bookie 
joints· in the western Mass. area. Enquiries 
also revealed that SCANZANO operated gambling 
establishments and the Chance Cafe, 1236 Crescent 
St., Montreal, a front for card games and a 
randevous for prostitutes and hoodlums etc. 
in the 1950s. Confidential information received 
at that time revealed that SCANZANO operated 

f 

the Aldos restaurant, 1061 l'v1ountain Street, 
Montreal along with Fis brother Frank SCANZANO, 
Joseph ORLANDO and Vl ncent ORLANDO. Frank 
SCANZANO has a police record and is recognized 
as a ,,strong arm" type. Leo SCANZANO, in the 
1950s was active in white slave traffic 
between the U.S. and Montreal for a few years. 
He is married and has two children. It is 

I 
i I 

I 
I 

reported that SCANZA NO and Vincenzo ORLANDO ~ 
were king pins for the Mafia organization in 
Montreal at that time. SCANZANO is also 
referred to in our correspondence of 22-Feb-65, 

your reference 8~-157. 

(18)r Fran~ZO-.!P~:Zllp 
He is the son-in-law of Vic COTRONI and has 
accompanied him on trips to U.S. and other. (.!_ IJ N 11 L f.? 
countries in the past. ~ . ...._ 

~ n ( :~><6!!:2-!.~Le~ .. -~.9~--~~~~~e et' Mo!!!;~~~~_(LLi. t/_);)1 

He is the father of Frank GUZZO and in 1959 
managed the Chez faree Nightclub which was 
then partly owned by COTRONI. 

(20) Michael (J';Ii~Cl:te_l~_T.]QNI . ~ "Ni,ck'r __ - FPS #623532, 
b.orn 12-. Ju. ne.-28 .. r. Y'-on<tPr.ea~"';""~J15~-lTG.~"""'?~;· .. · ge:~""''' """-·J.~ r.::. ~ /.) /"/" 

- ~:7s"~h:::~·her( of Vi;;~-;~~n;~~NI. 
0 • 0 6 
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(21) ~~~~~Jj;.::S• bor~~ 
Residence 6.64:?-=Chau:v,.in ..... S.t .... ," ''"'J~i9 .. PJ:·-J:..@,C!-. l _!J He 
is the father-in-law of Frank COTRONT'and 
recent enquiries revealed that in ·1960 'was 
the sole owner and president of the Lakeshore 
Lines Ltd., Montreal, P.Q. and after a four · 
month operation~l period claimed to have 
earned approximately $300,0,00. In the Fall 
of 1960 the Island King, a crtihse ship owned 
by DESOHllf[IERS, was burned and supposedly 
destroyed by gangland violence. He received 
over $100,000 for local insurance companies 
for the damage incurred. _ He has only two 
minor convictions in 1930 - 1941 for theft and 
immorality. He presently declares himself as 
un~mploy~d and his estimated worth is valued 
at over $800,000. ~~ · 

(22) Fernando (Ferdinan~v1UCE#LI - b.orn_4-Jan:-~a,,_ 
~ .. .,"'~tf;,.g,,J;N;;~Ff&~~~'ti+e" "nepg~Vic COTRONI and 

~s presently employed with the firm of (] /t,l:/ ;; b/9-~ 
Guiseppe SUPUTO & FIGLI Ltd., 8510-:-8th Ave., - · · - - ­
Ville St. Michael, P.Q. mentioned in previous 
correspondence concerning Joseph BONANNO .. 

'1i 
(f" J )~~~~~eF~R~A~. !734889 

ee information on brother Joseph DeFRANCESCO 

(~4) ::::
1

df:.·o~::F:::::~CO- FPS #235759 
I - - - .. · --~~~~~~~~~ i .... at~!ft~,.,h~eM'$i'~tt'~· .'!. 'J -' - -- . . . 

1 · Past investigation has shown close association 
between Joseph DeFRANCESCO and his brother 
Dominic with the COTRONI organizationo Joseph 
in the past has often acted as a chauffeur for 
Vic CO.TRONI. Enquiries as recent as October 
1964 revealed that a private party was held at 
the none and Two Nightclubn, 755 Butler Street, . 
Montreal, a hangout for various racketeerso 
Persons observed attending this party were 
Frank COTRONI, Dominic DeFRA NCESCO, Joseph 
DeFRANCESCO, Orlando DeFRANCESCO (FPS #915011), 
John Patrick McGUIRE, FPS #640757, Vincenzo 
ORLANDO and other criminals from the Montreal 
area. 

. . . 7 
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4. Most of the persons mentioned above have 
been the subject of correspondence with your agency on separate 
files. There are other persons we could name who have had 
contact with Vic COTRONI and his brothers in various criminal 
activities, . however, we have tried to give you the names of 
persons we feel have played a major part in the criminal fields 
such as gambling, protection, prostitution, etc. This is not 
to say that all these persons mentioned belong to the so called 
Montreal branch of the "familyn, however, such persons as his 
brother F'rank COTRONI, Joseph COCCOLICHIO, Peter ADAIVIO, George 
William COE, Armand COURVILLE, Paul VIOLI, Irving ELLIS, 
Vincenzo ORLANDO, Leo SCANZANO, the GUZZOs and DeF'RANCESCOs 
could be part of the COTRONI . "familyn •. 

5. This information is forwarded to assist 
your Department in any further enqu1r1es. We would appreciate 
any additional information you may obtain in this matter. 

Encls. 
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E.L. Martin, Supt., 
. Officer in Charge, 

Criminal Investigation Branch. 
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