
The Black Vault
The Black Vault is the largest online Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
document clearinghouse in the world.  The research efforts here are
responsible for the declassification of hundreds of thousands of pages

released by the U.S. Government & Military.

Discover the Truth at: http://www.theblackvault.com

This document is made available through the declassification efforts 
and research of John Greenewald, Jr., creator of: 

http://www.theblackvault.com


r::: .. ,- ·---

a 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

~~----~~~----~----~~~-------0 ·~ ..... CMIDe CMIDe al ~ Date Ia• III;Atiw hdod 

.,..,.... 

'. 

:.-. .... : 

III .Alii IIIAIU 11/24/59 l/10..4/15/59 ........ .., 
ft&PBIN J. LABADIB 

CR'''C'TD C. CUB 

Afti-R lCkld'KBB.IBG 

ltUBitat CB: Report ot SA S!'BPBBN J. LABADIB, 1/15/59, M1aa1. 

- c -

_ lftaree o*-ea ot tMa report are mcloaed to tbe 
Bareau 1D order tlaat •e OOIJ7 ~ lte tran.-ittecl to tbe 
Leca' Attaohe. BaYDa, CUlt&, tor 1Dtor.at1oo, u the Lepl 
Attache 1a o•t11lu1D& to M1Dta1Jl cOYeraae an au'b.1ect. 

Tn>ed Br: 

Aa Mt wt &boY e., the M2 •2 ott1ce 1a ocaa1der1Dg 
tb1a cue closed VACB. iDa ach aa the Legal Attacbe1 B&Yaa, 
1a ule to tollow aiQ'th1Da ot llltere.t through aouroea there 
and report - to the Bureau 8DCl 111•2 , aa well. aa aD7 other 
1Dt-llted ott:l.oea. C-

.... __ 
r . . 
• APR 271959 

• 



r··--· . 

' 
.. 

-- ·. •\ 

MM 92-88 

According to.·T-7, after _the downfall of the _ 
BATISTA Government, the slot machines were removed by a 
group of Unknown individuals from the Sans Souci Gambling 
Casino·. The remaining equipment in this casino was not 
damaged. T.;.7 -advised ithat TRAFFICANTE was able to take 
p~ecautions with .the gambling equipment at the Hotel Comodoro 
and he· had the~uipment stored in various rooms in the hotel. 
As a result, none of this equipment was damaged. 

On February 25., 1959, T-2 advised SA JAMES P. 
0 '1NEIL that subject 1 s interest in · the Hotel Comodoro Casino 
is handled by BENNY FERNANDEZ, formerly of Tampa_, Florida. 
T-2 said subject's interest had previously been handled 
by RAL.PH REINA of Tampa_, but REINA is no longer connected 
w~th this· operation~ T-2 said BENNY FERNANDEZ was not, to 

.. 

his knowledge, connected with gampling iri Tampa, but was 
consider'ed a gigolo. He stated FERNANDEz · had been the boy­
friend of GLORIA .HERNANDEZ_, who was ··the widow of_ LAWRENCE 
HERNANDEZ, SR. I . one of the founders of the Columbia Restaurant 
in Tampa. T-2 said that prior to going to Havana; FERNANDEZ 
had lived in Washington, n.-c:. _,.with Mrs. GLORIA HERNANDEZ, 
who recently died. · 

· Hotel Deauville Casino 

On January 1, 1959_, after. the downfall of the 
BATISTA Government, mobs of people ransacked some of the 
gambling casinos in Havana. The Hot-el · Deauville Casino was 
r'¥lsacked and the gambling equipment thrown into the street. 

. On January 9, 1959,- T-8 advised that he had : 
recently ·been released from Principe Prison, Havana, in the 
general release of prisoners which occurred on January 1_, 
1959. He said he previously worked for TRAFFICANTE as a 
chef and bodyguard at the Sans Souci Night Ciub·. ·· ~~8 
recalled that in conriectionwith the . financing cof the · 
Deauvill~ Casino, he· was requested by TRAFFIC~';i'E sometime 
during the period between January and March, -1958, to go to 
Rancho Boyeros Airport outside Havana to pick u2 money from 
a messenger who had come over from · Flo:ttida. T-8 said when­
he delivered the package of money to TRAFFICANTE he ascer­
tained that it contained $500,000.00 and it was _r.,T.ersey11 

money de-stined for the ·neauville Cas1.~o. 

TheNewark .Offiqe advised by -communication dated 
May 23, 1958, that sources contacted have ·no information 
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concerning "Jersey" money destine.d for the Hotel Deauville 
Casino, Havana~ 

The following informants were contacted with · 
negativ~ results: 

T-:-9 by SA FRANK R. GERRITY on March 11, 1959. 

T~lO by SA JOHN Ro KINSINGER on March -26, 1959. 

: T-11 by SA WARREN J. DONOVAN on ~arch 4, .1959. 

T-~2 by SA HOWARD C~ LADUKE on Mar~h 5, 1959. 

T-1~ ~Y S~ JOHN P. FOLEY on March -~, . }~5~.- · 

.T~l4 by S~ THOMAs .:r. EMERY on February 17, 1959 • . 

T-15 by SA THOMAS J.,; EMERY on February 2~, 1959. 

T-16 by SA JAMES T. MC SHANE on ·March· 9, 1959 •.. 
• J '.' • • ... • ' ~ • 

T-17 ori March9, 1959, advised SA EDMUND FLANAGAN 
that he had heard from unrecall~d- sources that GERARDO CATANA 
of New Jers-ey had -sent money to Havana, Cuba, for .. the gambling 
casino in the Hotel Riviera in 1957. ' T-17 added that he had 

· not heard ahy information concerning 11 Jersey 11 money going 
to the Deauville. 

T-17 was asked concernirig .the possibility of 
$500,00.00 "Jersey" money going to the Deauville Casino. 
T-17 reflected that to·his recollection, the Deauville Casino 
is·a very s~ll operation and the $500,000.00 .would be too 
much·money for such an operation~ .T.;.l7 explained that the 
Deauville had two casinos, one in the lobby which is quite 
"plush", but very small, and another downstairs:; which is a 
cheap casino ·catering mostly to the "Cuban trade." 

T-17 explained that the bankroll for the entire 
operation of both casinos in the. Hotel Deauville would, in 
his opinion, be no more than $20,ooo.oo to $35·,ooo.oo. 
T-17 went· ori to say that the Deauville Hotel it·self is not 
expensive inasmuch ~s it rents rooms for $5.00 or $6.00 a 
night, and the hotel itself is not elaborate. · 

_ On February 25, 1959, T-2 a~vised SA JAMES P. 
O'NEIL that subject had an interest in the casino operateq~ 
in the Deauville Hotel and is represented there by <CA'SIDM~ 
HERNANDEZ of Tampa, Florida. T-2 stated that HERNANDEZ 
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mFORMANTS 

_T-1 is HAV-33. 

T-2 is MM '416-Co 

. T..;3 is PCI ALBERTO SUAREZ ALEMAN, doorman at 
the apartment building where TRAFFICANTE resides in Havana, 
Cuba. · · · 

' T;..4 is TOM GALVIN, Inspector, ms, _Tampa, Fla •. 

T-5 is MM 647-PC, 

T-6 is Dr. EUGENE F~ COSTANTINO, former · P.CI, 
who is the _fema1e doctor of subject's wife in Tampa, Fla. 

T-7 is HAV-31. 

T-8 is PC! GUIDO DE PHILLIPS, Havana. 

T-9 is NY 136-c. 

T-10 is NY 169-C. 

T-11 is NY 2151-C. 
' 

T-12 is NY 889-C. 
\ 

T-13 is NY 147-C. 

T-14 is NY 2522-C. 

T-15 is NY 204-c. 

T-16 is NY 2227-C. 

T-17 is NY 2427-C. 
J 

T-18 is ANTHONY J o GRIMALDI, SR., POI·, Tampa, Flao 

T-19 is MM 648-C. RJ:VIE':\rED BY ftvJfK TASK. FORGe 
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