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Legal Attache, .. Havana (92-1) 
Q 

SANTO TRAFFICANTE, JR~, r:ka 
ANTI-RACI0.5TEERING 

OVERNMENT 

April.29, 1959 

Re Havana letter dated January 23, 1959, captioned as·. 
above, and Havana lett\er February 19, 1959, captioned MEETING OF 
HOODLUM:S 1 APALACHIN, ~VI YORK, 11/14/5'7, A-R. 

After the ov~throw of the Batista Government on January 
1, 1959,, all gambling casinos in Havana were closed until February 
19, 1959, on which date they received permission to reopen. 

On February 10, 1959, PCI ALBERTO SUAREZ ALE~~N (CONCEAL), 
doorman at Calle 12 Noo 20, building in which subject resides, 
advised that subject continues to maintain his apartment in the 
building but is staying there only infrequently.~£&4} · 

On February 13, 1959, PCI GUIDO DE PHILLIPS (CONCEAL), 
former bodyguard for SANTO TRAFFICANTE, advised that on that dat 
there had been a meeting of many memb<?rS of the Italian gambling 
element in I1avana for the. purpose of discussing means of .reopeni 
the gambling casinos. Sp~ce noted that SA:NTO TRAFFICANTE was 

. ~ · present at that meeting .~l.f} . . -~ _ cJ?;, 

· ._: ~ On February 16, 1959, PCI DE PHILLIPS i~~O:J:tm.ed that 
: · ~.1 f5~ apparently the Revolutionary Government would not V~l~j\v:,. SANTO 
1 'lu ;~, THAFFICANTE to continue as the operator of the gaml\~j-~k'~'(:!p.sino 
' .:- 0~ in the Sans Souci night club. Source, stated that t~, t~w ·cuban 
, ~ ~~' ~; Gover~ment. app~rently is ~.ware of T~r.AFFICANTE_' s ~or\1. _ ;fl,plo~ 
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1 ~~-·_·_:._: .. \.~-~_··-;, rel~tJ.o~sh~p '.nth_ ROBERTO,~RNA.NDEZ. MIRAND~, nro·che~ .. ...t ~ · .·;;'<i~.~of 
' ~ 1{~ ..:~ i ex-PresJ.dent FU~Gli:NCIO BATIS'TA ~ So_ rce sal.d that F • ~"!!RO · 
_""".!!]~!had asked ERROL.FLYNN,movie actor, to suggest someo" \· .. d~~~lght 
~ ~-Jbe able to take ver the Sans Sou~i l?a~~ling .casino •. , •· ~:!'>11~\~~ , 

1 
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· ·/;reportedly sent a teleg;ram to an J.ndJ.vJ.aual named RO ~V~R:~(?C~, V 

-.-

, .. ,.,._.'/J'P. O.~o~l52~_x~yi!}:~c1~!f!.~,.b~~g;fJ?E 9 telephone 0Liv
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I~ ' Source sai<f'-·fhat· WARNOCK is a punchboard operator in 'bEY W~sili~ngtorf/-""' IJ1 ·1 Oregon area. WARNOCK, according to· source, came to Ha, iia,dlli:1,1Cl\\had lf I 
~ ~ f the baddng of some wealthy individuals in Marys~·lle ,1\q.$~ westf!- as J 

~~~· ~I another unidentified. group in Chicago, I. llinoi.s. . f.t~ _,; 
11; ~ ~ ' I c::7 . /) f•i ffl I-"" ar ·1:., ~ 
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'• Havana 92-1 r:n~ .. n:r~~ -C :\! TL~ ~ 4/29/59 

Source sta tl that wdN'bb'k -~ 16 ~.,.~id~(;y., THAFF.ICANTE in 
Havana and that DINO'hELLINI, long-time associate of TRAFFICANTE, 
tas present at the me ting. According to source, TRAFFICA~ITE indi
<i:ated that the New York - New Jersey syndicate which he represents 

\~&)/wanted $250~000 for the .Sans Souci -but that WARNOCK's top offer 
'\ tJ/ ~'vas $175,00(). Source stated that they were unable to r~a,~h an 
() .,. / agreement concerning this matter. Source noted that JOE~TASSI, 

/ .fBI_ No. 559~ viif reputed to have $75,000 invested in t ·he Sans 
Souci night club~(tV 

PCI DE PHILLIPS informed further that there were indica
'tions TRAFFICANTE would mal<e a false sale of the Sans Souci night 
club in order to satisfy the demands of the Revolutionary Govern
ment but, at thi~~me time, would continue to secretly control 
the night club. 'ei(L(} · · 

On February 26 , 1959, !ffiV-31 advised that THAFFICANTE 
reportedly had sold the Sans Souci but that the identitr .. \of the 
new owners or the legitimacy of the sale was not known.tej(U.} 

On March 11, 1959, PCI SUAREZ ALEMAN advised that 
TRAFFICANTE's nephew, SANTOS JOS~RAFFICANTE, has been staying 
at TRAFFICANTE' s apartment. Sour~ said that TRAFFICANTE' s 
nephew departed Cub~- for Flgu.ga on March 9, 1959, and ~ld 
source that TRAFFTaANTE had sold the Sans Souci casino.~)(~} 

__ On March 23., 1959, HAV-33 informed that the present 
o!@';'.r of ~h~ §a~J<i..._qig)lj;_cl,y];> is reported tc;> be E.m:l!!l<L 

W :r£RN£NDEZ ORIA;;§fo., f o"E9J,~L.£Jl+..~.!'"'~t,,.t~.....,~.~~"'~~.!" .. ~q];.,±~g~, ... ,9ur ~ng the 
~regime · · ·of ex-President CARLOS PRIO' SOC.aRRAS. Source noted that · 

there w~~~e no longer any Americans employed in the SansSouci 
casino.~("\) _ . 1 fl ... ) {rY,...,... 

~ """'r·'- .. .::-,.,.._ A .~~...,. 

so·urce further advised that BENNY FERNANDEZ continues 
to operate the casino in the Hotel Comodoro in which SANTO 
TRAFFICANTE, JR. has a majority interest. Source said that 
TRAFFICANTE 's nephew had been observed freq~nting the casino n L.tt _.· 
in recent weeks • Source said that SALVADOREt, CALIA, former r,;,~-c .:.'...-"··· 
manager of the Comodoro casino, reportedly ha gone to F:!2-:U..~·~JLl) 

. On March 26, H~5S, PCI ARTHUR NErlMAN (CONCEAL) Credit 
Manager, gambling casino,· Hotel Nacional, stated that SI~COBS 
has ~~~er$Jit-..~~ - tl~ __ !i2!:§J,.~,Qgroqgg_;r~q,.~ . .YJl§i~f_ nd that SA 0 
TRAFFIC1r1'lTE is the principal interest holder .• ~('f) 
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Havana 92-1 4/29/59 

CONFH'tNT~Al 
On March 18, 1959, PCI ALBER~ SUAREZ ALEw~N informed 

that TRAFFICANTE has been using his apartment more frequently 
and that he is making numerou_s_ conta_ cts with_ some unident;.;~ied 
Americans who are affiliated ~~~h _ _th:h:e.vo:J.u;~ionary Army{! /i.J) 

; ~ A . \j l"V 
On·April 6, 1959, rmV-33 in med~ that the purchase 

of the Sans Souci night club by EUFEMIO FERNANDEZ ORTEGA was a 
false purchase from TRAFFICANTE and that the only purpose in the 
sale was to make it appear that TRAFFICANTE had sold his interest 
in the Sans Souci. Source noted, however, that t _he Sans Souci 
was running into substantial difficulty because of failure to 
pay many of its employees during the time the night club was 
closed and that, unles~ some action was taken in the Mmediate 
future, it app~ared that the night club might close.f::.J{I./} - ~;.:.J;t~--" 

On April 1, 1959, HAV-31 stated that SANTO TRAFF?fCANTE 
has an interest in a restaurant known as the Embers Club, /located 
across the street from the Hotel Hava171a Hilton in J!e.Y.a!lf.t~.J Source 
said. this club is operated. by an indi~idual named JOHNNY;; AXTON 
and 7s a ~anfi\~t for Amer~cans forme~ly employed at the ans 
Souc1 cas~no~ h _ 

On April 13, 1959, PCI ARTHUR NEWMAN advised that the 
Sans Souci was closed. So~!\e stated that there is no indica
tion when it might reopen. ~J(fl} 

On April 14:, 1959, PCI SUAREZ .ALEMAN informed that 
subject's wife had returned to Cuba. Source said he had been 
informed by subject's wife that subject does not intend to return 
to the United States in spite of his financial problems in Cuba. 
According to Mrs. TRAFFICANTE, a daughter of TRAFFICANTE will be 
married in Cuba within the next two months. Source noted that 
the Saris Souci night club is closed and that the Comodoro casino 
may close shortly. Source related that TRAFFICANTE is presently 
attempting to reopen the Deauville Casino b- u~~fs having difficulty 
in making an agreement with Cuban employees. 'e-(11} 

Source said that TRAFFICANTE continues to have large 
amounts of money in his possession. Source said that recently 
he had obsefa\ed packages of American $1,000-bills in subj~ct's 
possession·~~ . . ..J _. , 

Extra copies of this letter have be~n . prepared for for
warding by the Bureau to Albany, Miami, New ' York, and·Seattle. 
The Seattle Office is requested to furnish background information 
available concerning RON WA..F?.NOCK. f!1('<) 
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