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Copyright, /969 by The Colorado Daily 

The month long abs.::nsc of Russian History Professor Thomas 
Riha is shrouded in mystery ···:nc!uding a report from an official of the 
Central lntclligcn.:c Ag•mcy (CIA) that Riha· is "safe" but his 
whereabouts cannot be Jivulgcc!. 

Riha disappeared during the 
week,'nd oi March 15, one week 

after a quarrel with his wife at his 
h,lmc. lie was last seen in Boulder 
:..iarch 14 at a dinner party at the 
'home ,>f Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Sorenson. Mrs. Sorenson is a 
student of Riha 's. 

The exact circumstances 
surrounding his disappearance are 
unknown. 

INTELLIGENCE 
Sc\'cral of Riha 's a~sociatcs 

suspect he is invo;vcd with 
intdlip.cncc oflicia!s · in this 
country. 

A colkague in the history 
department who asked :hat his 
name be withheld said he 
.:<lntJ,·tc<.! t•:uly l:t>t week an 

' 

oilki:t! uf the Cl:\ who would tell 
him only that Rih:J was sale and 
h:td left Vt•~~ontaniv. 

lh11n·t~t:y Pr~,,Jcnt Jn~.:ph 
Sm:k\ sa,d T:,,•,d.t•: l:e W:l\ to(,! 
hy rcit.tl•h:· ~<IU•CC~ •Ill \\';1\hlllr.tPI: 
t!i.tt !{tit .• w::' ,~li: hut ~nu!c• ''·" 
1111.1hll• It• J.:;JrJl the .:JrL'IlJihl~lll.:o!' 
~U!fuUillLil}' h1!\ dJ"'appc~H~tnl.:'"~ nr 
oi Itt' r>l<:,,·nt wh..:r.:~ihll:ts. 
Sm:lc\' ,,;,uiJ nut n:kas~ th<' 
u.I!!Jlll .. t)' \lf lib ~"'lHC.:~. 

Sin,·.: .\l:m·h 15 Riha. wh() \\:1' 

in tiH· mid,t uf di,·orc.: 
pwl·c.:din;:.' ''hen h.: di,:;ppc:tr,•d. 
h:h ..: ht~Lu:f~·t! a :1;,•n!b\!r ui nco,•ic.• 
in the rnctrnpu!it3n D ... ·n' e~ :H'c.':l. 
Ga!yJ T3m:cn:>:,um of 2-1:- Lu-.:.•a 
St . in l>cn' cr ,aiJ ~h.: h~s i;:.d 
~C'\~r:tl ptuHh~ COOH!T·~~Hi\>I\~ \\llh 
Rih:~ \1r'. T.Hln-.'nl':n;:i:, v.hn 
Gc-""-·dbe,i ht"":'c:ii :~ J loa~·tin'h! 
ir.\!:~ .: <'!- ;.:::~::. !\.l;) r .. · .:f!i'r:~ 
'<!' <."": •• ! J.:l ~c..' I' fror:: hi,n '' ): :~ 
postmark' 111 Chic~!!o ~·:d 
.\lnntr.::sl. (3r.:1J:t. The l:J~,t ktt<'r 
was d:ucd April I\ and ":I' from 
~lontrcal. She s:tid h.: told h<!r 

4 

that he would inform certain 
people of his whereabouts. 
Meanwhile a check by the Daily of 
friends and associates shows that 
no one has received any 
information about his 
dis:!ppearance. 

O·n April 9. Montreal 
information reported an unlisted 
telephone number for a Thomas 
Rilla. A second check April 12 
slwws only an unlisted number 
for an 0. Ril:a in Montreal . 

During the week of April 6 Riha 
g3Vt! his nephew Zdenk Cervny of 
the same address as Mr~. 
Tannenbaum the power of, 
attorney to sell Ius huuse in 
Dould.:r. Ccrmv • ~aid he has 
r.:tained Wh~e!cr R.:altv in 
Boultlcr 10 ll3ndle the transaction, 
and ndg.hbnrs report that 
furniture has been removed from 
the house durin:,! t!:.: p:!S! wc.:k. 

TELEGRAM 
Rii::t 's :HII>ru.:v. R1.:h~;d E. 

l!opkltls. 7'275 Terrace Pl.. 
Boulder. r.:puned rcCCI\'ill'.! a 
tdl'~l :1111 iwm R1ha 111 l:.tc ),(;•rch 
adv;~im: J.im th.st :sl al~ler datc he 
\\ouhl ·b.: .tdvts,•d as w' whv hl' 
tb:!pp.::~retl. llop!.111s h;t~ ll.'l·~·ivl·d 
IH> further inf,>rmation. 

"leave without pay," accordin:: t:5' 
William Briggs, dean of 't!:~ 
College of Arts and Sciences 
Driggs said that April 10 he wr-1:• 
to Riha at a forwarding addrc~ 
provided by the Boulder Po~ 
Office: 

A check of the Brooklyn, ~e" 
York address revealed that it i! 
the home of reb!ivp, of 1-.~rs. 
Hanna Riha. Mrs. Riha, who is 
staying at the Brooklyn addre~s. 
said that she has not heard fror.i 
her husband sincc site left u.~:r 
home earlv March 9. Brii!I!S h~~ 
not rc.;eived a reply ro his ~~qu~s: 
for iniormation about Rib's 
plans. 

TI•~ exact nature of ~!r
Tanncnbaum 's relationship wit' 
Rilta ha~ caused erear concem fr.. 
friends and colicagues of i~ 
mi~~ing 40 year old native 
Czcchoslovaki:t. 

Several umcs Juring the !-· 
several months ?>1rs . Tanncnhau. 
has rcpr..-sented herself as 
CoiC'nd Tannenbaum oi ~\ihtar 
lnrclli!:encc to lhc bu:v.•, 
involved in the ~i,.,;r, 
pruc,•.:Jtng.s of :.lr. and Mrs. R.:> ... 
th.: lav.-yers ~~y. 

Gl·rald r~pl:tn. 344:' 17th ~:. 
B,>ul,ler. wlw •~ Lh~ aill'rlll!)' f,,. 
Mrs. Rtha in d1\'l>!~.: prll.:c~d::!!:· -
'l><!l!un Fcbruarv 7. ,.uJ th:lt .\i:~ , 
T:.~u1.:nbaum visit~d lus oiti~~ i 
c~rl)' in ~brd1 at lm re,1t:.:st . .:\! ~ 
th~t tun.: !»hl· 'J"'·ni•tic:d !1\'ndf .> : 
(\,fo;:~' T~n;:~~·nto..;uin ~,;~ ! 

On April I I Joy.:e Lchra. an 
a~silciatc proli:s<ur of !H'I•>ry at 
the l!niwr,itv. s~t.l 'h~ and 
s-:v..-r:tl nthcr fiienJs aitcmpto:-d :o 
lik a mi>SIII!! Pl'TSI>ns f\'j)<1rl iur 
Rtl •. t. She s.ml ~he w~, u:iu11ned 
by Pa!ro!:~l.:r: Oc.)::~~·d ,\:ps (l:· ::·c.~ 
b,lt•iJ'-~r p,)ii~\! Dl·p~nn~~\H t.n.:r 
lil\.!' :,.a me d.,v th.oc J ' f sr a~ 1i."· -
But.:~!~r 1,,,; ... ~~.~ ll::r~,,~a"'n' ''.:~ =~..--_,=,..,=====:::: 
t:onc~rrh~,l RihJ w.~~ s::(~ .1~1d lt;JJ i 
h~.~n k~~::H.:J a w~~k ~.trJ.cr. ~\~p~ ~-
:e:·J.).._•..! \l). ~. ·,:·.:~!..:'.11 (,) ~~~~ n ... :\ 
:.::-,! ~'"r~.·::l.!'..! \.;uC:\ii:l.:~ to C"Ji''·•·~ 
1.,.\\~.l rr .e.~·. l>l :· :.- ~l<'d ···: ' 
P\.~h...:~ Dcp~:t:~1e1a. Fn~~en \VJS t 
ur.:~v~uL!t"k for ... ·nt:1n1cn:. 
P~n,lmg word fwt:l R1ha. the 

University has pb.:cd him o1i' ·--

·-. 
\ 
l 
i J:~= :~=~~jj~~=: ~~J----..!l..-...!... _______ _ 
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.. ( con:mue~ from pa;;e 1 J Investigation (FBI) about Riha 's 

.... . J' - ·-· 

m11!tary mtelhgcnce and promised disappearance. Briggs and Miss 
to present her credentials at a Lcbra received no reply. Caplan 
later. date. Tl~ey were never declined to devulge the nature of 
prov;ded, accordmg to Caplan. his reply, and referred all 

Hopkins, Ri!la's attorney, said questions to the Boulder Police 
he h:~d a phone convcrs:;tion with 
a wom:~n who id..:nlified h..:rscl f as 
Cdoncl Tannenbaum of military 
in t('lligcnce but has newr met her 
pcrsl>nal:y or been proviJcd with. 
proof of any connection with Mrs. 
Tannenbatim nnd military 
tntelli!!cnce in this country. 

Briggs, Miss Lebra ar.d Caplan 
contacted the Federal llurcau of 

•. 

,I 
I 

. I . 
\ ... ../· 

Cont:lcted by the Daily on April 
l 0, Scott Werner, Fl31 Bure:1u 
Chief in Denver, said it is FBI 
policy not to reveal whether an 
investigation is in progress or any 
details surrounding a case. He said 
that this should not be taken as an 
admission that a case is or is not 
under investigation. 

.. .. 

'· 

'' . 

!: 
; 

! 
i 
I 
t ', 
i. 
L 
L 
I 

I ' 

! .... .__ ... I: 
I. 
l 
l 
I 

i 
t 

i 

I 

~ t. 
I 
t 

·· .. ! 

I 
T 

I 
l . 
' 

I 
! 
i. 

i 
' 



.... 

., 
'\ ! 
\ 
I 

' l · 
\ ' ' \ ·. 

\ 

·' . .; 

.... 
. 4 • . . 

/"" 
~ 

;... G W Abernflt_hy .-:"' · c: • 
\i~ . v- . 

Director, F'B! ( 105-78256) 

J~nclosed is a c-opy of . -' I ~·;,... lr>r. . J • . d a lette.l" dn~e<t "'"' (f.YT.::.' a< ar\:.:sse ·. 
Foreinn ~cents Roeistration 
and wri ttcn over t1u; .· 

1Tntllr.n n. :Lcnvin, ri{.\'W dccent?H."ld, · uccording; to Eu.l'l.les 
:i.l1tc;rvie'\•:ed Z'5 .. r.~·chr.;.r-Gt~litti in 1956 in .con.neetiorl with ·:.:\ ma ttcr · 
ill ·w1'.ich Fiech•?r-G~l"'ti ,~ws to t.r-.::stify • . '£he (!ilclosur~;s are · 
j:ur;.1ir.;b:.'d for you1• ~ss.istnncc :tn the cyent · a~y info_rmation is 
;:Jrmlght to youx· ::tt·l;<3r!·t1on concc-:t~ning· tl:<~ 1~.nt'ter h\ the <mclosed 
h;:·tter. F:tschG:t·-Gnlp.ti Sht)uld not be :b:rterviewcct wi i;hou t 
prim:.' · Bu~tcau ;:mtl'iority; ho·t~evcr, in tte (;~ve-nt h.e contacts your 
ofiil:.!0, ~.my ini:onu:t ti-on offcr;:~d shot!ld bf; accepted . and j:urrli.!'-:Ihed 
to thf.'J Bureau.-

2 
/;::-''JFK' Act 6 (1) (B) 

j • ' 

{, ~·~~ 't ··-· ··~ ' . ! • ..... . 

, ~...!.J -./ • . . 
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"'' I INlVEh!SITY OF COLOf~ADO 

I .• 
\.....,, ,~OL.ILDF.n. COLC>f'l/>.DO 8<.>30~~ 

f. t ...... ' ' 

'"r"""'"" or .,,s,roRv I 
. . I. 

April 7,1969 \ . : . ~ 
..... · .... 

. .. 

II 

l .rl; l'ratl"'·'l'' u. Len,Jir·l Ch:i cf "1.,, .~ .. 1 ......... 1 J)·t" •.. -' ---

Fofeign Aeents Registration Section 
De·r::c.n~ti~tont of Justice 

~l . . 
Hasn.J.ngtonl D.C. 

' ··n--L "t • • ·- Ler1.Vii1: 

c • 
'.~. , I ,; ' • .. 

..· 

J.lvC'·r L",.!. • 

I . should like 'Go cc~.J.l to your at tent ion t"he fac ·t tha ij one 
of bur colleagues hore, Professor Thomas Riha, disappeared 
mysteriously three \\1eeks c:tgo. }(ihe., a native of C zecho
sloia.k:i.a but naturalized. c:L tizen of t.he United States, has 

.-beEn~ in this country for over 20 yec:..rs. he \va.s ed.u.cated 
in ihe UniteC States and has taught at 'Ghe liniver~ity . of 

I . 

Chicago lH~fore joining t!1e faculty of the Uni v ersi t~r of 
Colorado in 1967 . 

Should JGha t be indeed the case, there is. evidence to assume 
that his action is not voluntary. Moreover, certain actions 
tal~:en bjr the adr.1inistra tion r::2.y actually contribute to his 

"· apparent dsc is ion. In e.ny event, it is incuwbent upon me · 
.. ,~_ to notify you of these events to prevent either t!1e invo1un.t-

' ary -return to Czechoslovakia of an American specialist on 
•• , 't ' · r~ussian affairs or the volmJ.tary 11 professional suicide" 

- "~' ; , ', , tha. t he r:1ay coruEli t under trying c ire ums tanc es. 

I ar.j confici.e:nt the;, t the De:part!nent of Justice will vJunt to 
look into these l1latters \'.'hile there is time. \ht1"! kind 
regarci.s, 

Sincerely yours, 

A 
. .....____ 

·---~ / --., P' . ""' ; 

~
' . , ·-;r;- / ..... /!-·: .. ... ·.:.,....,..,._ /" t. :~ . .. ~ :c ..... 

-
,./ ( t" -

/ 
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l\eporling Ofl'ice Office of Orig1f:)l '...:'a \Jii .,'·; ... J>"-at.e' ,, ., >•V Investigative- Period 

Typed By: 

BOSTON / BOSTOU AUG 3 119· 0 6 6-8/ll/60 
=r,-::ITL"'"'E~OF~CA:":'S~E ~---·\-~ Report •ude by 

pHANGED/ 
THON.AS JVI , aka Thomas Andrew 
Charles/ R iha .- ____ , 
·s-oVIET I:t;TTET.JLIGENCE SERVICES -
RECRUITMENT OF STUDENTS 

DANIEL J o GRIFFIN · ba 
CHARACTER OF CASE 

IS - R 

:• Y'R!~~ <:.-+. • ' ;:~ 
cO ~ .. ~4 4..'"':-. 

: ... The t 'l tle of this case 1s being marked changed to ~ ~ -~ ~· 
set~ forth the subject's true name before it 1vas legally changedj :~ · ~.· 

.·-; , : .-at the time of his naturalization to THOMAS RIHA. ),~·}~~;~ 

· gEFERENC_!: "lFO -letter to Bureau dated April 5, 1960; Bulet to .@g ... ~ 
Boston dated i·iay 25, 1960; Bulet to vlFO dated May J..2, 1960, ~:::' ~~-
all captioned nsoviet Intelligence Services - Recruitment of ~ ~ ~ 
Stuo.ents, IS ... R u; Boston letter to Bureau dated June 30, 1960, a;. 
entitled uTHOJI1AS RIH.A, IS- R.n ~~-· 

- c - ./ .·\J'FK Act 6 ( 1 ) (B) 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

r------.:.lR ...... I..=HA~..:::a:.:::d~v-=i.=.s..:=:e.:::::d~th~at~h~:a.e:..:., ;ecei ved a v'ery short 1 
I~ --------:----~~~---:--__.l ·bef ore go ino- to Russ iaL...-a-n""'"d,_,h_e___,J 
has never been contacted subsequently by CJ 

The Bureauts jurisdiction and responsibilities in the 
field of internal sectu~ity and espionage was explained to RIHA 
and he tated he would cooperate in every possible way. 

Special Agent 
in Charge 

Do not write in spaces belo~ 

~'~ Cf,) 

./>· --... ·- 7 tJ 1 ·./' . -- c: ~~:r, .. 30 
/r'------~----~-~3~~~-~uL'--~-~J---+~~~~~~--·------ REC. 90 

'i7 SEP 2 1960 
rk~ :]~, 

----·-

Proper y or FBI - This rP.port 1 

the agency , to .~s.hu (-9r:fj· /1 4 
\ tWvi)Ct l. 

nnd neiitfATt nor its contents nro ~o be distributed out!lide 

* u. s. GOVERNMENT PRINTING ~ICE: 1956 o-3B!~ ~L SEC_DRITY IijFO RMA TI 0 N 
- ~~~-tl ~~ ... ~ · :.>;" t. ~-l~h S b~authonzed Disclosure I 

. ... 
·' . 1 i.:'~J5l:~ ...... ~~"" ~,.' q" u ect · · 
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j./AM6 ~ established source, was 
cont;acted by SA DANIEL J. GRIFFIN on June 16, 1960. 

Captain MATTHEW J •. TOAEY, H~rvard University Pol1f~ 
Department, established so~Tc~ was contacted by SA DANIEL J. 
GRIFFIN or;t June 16, 1960. 

This report is being classified CONFIDENTIAL as it 
discloses the Bureau's investigative interes~ in the East 
West Exchange Program which could be detrimental to the defense 
inte1.,est of the ,nation. 

RIHA has accept~_S!?'a .. .P.ositioh as Profess~t Q.!?.i'tiH~9 
tJ[.J.?j.ve!s i_!:;z:,_.Q.i'ii£agg_, .... _U.lJ.'h.pJ,§4 a:_ .. -ia-~:G:t" triis'"pos :tnon wiTl have 

no reason to institute contiact w5_th the So'"Tiets.. RIHA stated 
that since his study in Moscow, Russia, the Soviets have not 
contacted him~ It is not believed at this time that RIHA 
possesses any double agent potential or that he should be 
considered as a PSI. 

One cOpy of this report is being furni~hed Washington 
Field ~~d New Yor-k Offices as per- instructions in refe~enced 
Bulet dated April 5, 1960. 

One copy of this report is being designated for Chicago 
as subject will reside and work in that m~ea. 

I 

I 
I The Boston indices reflect in the report of SA (A) 

RUSSELL J. PARDEE entitled "Czechoslovakian Funds, Boston 
Division, IS - R & CZ, n dated March 31, 1958, that the subject 
on February 27, 19.58, sent $50 t}:J..rough the J,/AH6. ---~ 

, Cambridge, Massachusetts, to LUDMILA CERVENA and also in the report 
of SA (A) RUSSELL J. PARDEE dated April 30, 1958, entitled 
If Czechoslovakian Funds, Boston Division, IS - R & CZ, u that 
subject during March 1958 sent $50 to the same individual in 
Czechoslovakia. During the interview of RIHA, he stated that 
this money was sent to his sister prior to his visit to 
Czechoslovakia to be used by him if he needed 1t and if not, 
he would leave it with his sister. 

I '"j . 't 
lNW 55100 .,:nocld:32989553 

- B·U· -
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~ ., 



. - . . 
..... • • 

• . 
BS 105 .. 5289 

Mrs. GENEVIEVE BOSTvliCK, established source, was 
contacted by SA DANIEL Jo GRIFFIN on June 16, 1960. 

rJpptain l-1ATTBEW J. TOAHY,. H::.rvard Unive1'tsit·y Poliee 
Departmentg established sourc~was contacted by SA DANIEL Jo 
GRIFFIN on June 16, 1960. 

This report is being classified CONFIDENTIAL as it 
discloses the Bureau's investigative interest in the East 
\'fest Exchange Pl"ogram which could be detrimental to the defense 
interest of the.nationo 

. RIEA ~as accep~-~j_ a P-Q..~j.~};p,n_~~Prof~ssC?!_'.,_~c .. _q__,~~.cg.gQ 
Unive~~- Chf2~kQL:llL~AQ~t~~ and in this~1Gion will have 
no reason to inst-Itute con~act vrith the So"Tiets. RIFLI\ stated 
that since his study in l'1oscow, Russia, the Soviets have not 
contacted hL~. It is not believed at this time that RIHA 
possesses any double agent potential or that he should be 
considered as a PSI. 

One copy of this report is beL~g furnished Washir~ton 
Field and New York Ofi"ices a.s per· instructions in referenced 
Bulat dated April 5, 1960. 

One copy of this report is being designated for Chicago 
as subject will reside and work in that m~ea. 

The Boston indices reflect in the report of SA (A) 
RUSSELL Je PARDEE entitled 11 Czechoslovakian Funds, Boston 
Division, IS - R & cz, n dated March 31, 1958, that the subject 
on F0bru.s.ry 27, 1958, sent $50 through the Harvard Trust Company, 

- Cambridge, Massachusetts, to LUDMILA CERVENA and also in the report 
of SA (A} RUSSELL J. Pft~DEE dated April 30, 1958, entitled 
"Czechoslovakian Funds, Boston Divis;ton, IS - R & CZ 1 u that 
subject during March 1958 sent $50 to the same individual in 
Czechoslovakia. During the interview of RIHA, he stated that 
this money was sent to his sister prior to his visit to 
Czechoslovakia to be used by him if he needed it and if not, 
he would leave it with his sister. 

9..-0 ..... VE=R._P_A_G.._E 

.' 



Copy to: 

·•· ; l·,ii"~ i: f"·, ,::; ;,;; T! f ; I .& ~· a ·\i " 11 J:J L ll -<. ' ~· 1,1 : ;. _ • • 

UNl'fED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

., 

DANIEL J. GRIPFIN Boston, Massachusetts 
Report of: 

Date: AUG 3'{196n 
Boston 105-.5289 

Office: 

Field Office File fl.: THOJ'iAS RIHA Bureau File fl.: 

Title: 

Character: 

SOVIET INTELLIGENCE SERVICES 
RECRUITMENT OF STUDENTS 

INTERNAL SECURITY • R 

Sy~~~ject · attended Moscow University 1958-1959 as an exchange 
student. Interview of subject set forth concerning his 
activities while in Czechoslovakia and Moscow, Russia. 

- c -

COf\JFIDENTIAl 

--·· ·---··-·-

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned t'l 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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DETAILS: ,A S 0 UHC. IF A-r 

On June 16, 1960,~1ss GENEVIEVE BOSTWICK, Graduate 
School of Arts and Science~ Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, advised suoject resides at ll Dana Street, 
Cambridge~ Massachusetts. His record revea.J.ed he was born 
April 17, 1929, tn Czechoslovakia. His -home address was listed 
as 508.5 Rockledge Drive, Riverside, Co.l:tforni.s.. Re received an 
A. B. Degree from the University of C&.lifornta in 1951 and an 
A.~;. X'!., Degree from the sa:.me university in 1957. At Harvard he 
is majoring in history and attended 1957-1958 for a half ye~ 
and took one half his course. in history 1n J.959-J.960. He was 
granted a leave of absence for the Fall Term 1958-1959. His 
record reveals. the.t he has ps.ssed his gene!>s.J: examination 
January 30, 1960, in order to proceed i'or hts Ph~ D. D6g1')ee •. 
The :p,.Grson 1 is ted 'to contact in case of. ace ic'.ent 'Txss J.ifrs •. _._ 
RUTi'\CQOK, Cha.t'foEi School, Windsor, .~~ .. :, · ......... ~. 

Captain MATTBEW J o TOAHY, Harvard University Police 
Department, advised on June 16, 1960, that his files contain no 
L~ormation concerning TH0~2 RIHA, ~mich would indtcate that no 
complaints had been registered against him during hi~ att~ndanc~ 
at He.rve.rd. 

On June 6, 1960, personnel, Office of the Massachusetts 
Commissioner of Probation, Suffolk County Courthouse, Boston, · 
Massachusetts, which is a central repository for all crtminal 
conviction records in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, advised 
they could locate no reco:rd in their files identifiable with 
THOMAS RIHA .. 

~a June 6, 1960, personnel, Credit Bureau of Greater 
Boston, Inc., ll Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts, advised 
they could locate no record concerning subject THm~ RIHA. 

- 2 -
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI<? 

e 
CONfU D 

August 19, 1960 
ate 

THOMAS RIHA, 11 Dana Street~ Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
ftirntshed the following informati.on: 

' 

He was born in Czechoslov~~1a April 17, 1929. He 
stated that his father VIETOR RIHA died September 1958 and was 
previously divorced from his mother ~~se RUTH COOK, who presently 
resides at Chaffs~ School, l'lindsor, Connect icu.t. He stated he 
g1-:-aduated Lc·~m high school in Prague, Czechoslovakia., in 1946 
and went to England where he attended the Czechoslovakian College 
from 1946-1947o He then came to the· United States in 1947 and 
attended the Unhrersity of Calif.ornia at Berkeley 1947-19.53 as 
an undergraduate and graduate student. While residing in Berkeley, 
California, RIBA stated he was naturalized a United States citizen 
in Oakland, California, December 19, 1952, at which time he legally 
changed his name from THOMAS ANDRE'VT CHARLES RIHA to THOl'iAS RIHAo 
He then entered£olumbia University in· 1953 and attended one 
semester when hems drafted into the United Sta.tes Army an<;l served 
from 1953 to 1955o He was stationed for five months at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey, and thE· rest of' his time 1-1as spent at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina. He received an honorable discharge in December 1955 as 
a Specialist 3rd Class~ 

RIHA stated that after his discharge from the United 
States Army, be returned to Columbia University for a short period 
and then returned to the University of Calif-ornia at Berkeley where 
he received his Master's Degree in August 1957. RIHA in the Fall 
of 1957 entered Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, to 
work for his Ph. D. Degree. He said he received a leave of 
absence from June 19.58 to September 1959 to study at Moscow 

/University, USSR. In September 1959 he returned to Harvard ·and 
will remain there until September 1960 when he will receive his 
Ph. Do Degree. RIHA stated that he has accepted a position 
as Professor at Chicago University, Chicago, Illinois, ~~d will 
assume his duties September 7, 1960. His address in Chicago 
~ill be 6007 Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 37, Illinois. 

RIHA stated that on June 15, 1958, he left the United 
States to attend Moscow University, USSR, for one yeer. He 

·arrived in Paris, France, June 21, 1958, and proceeded to 
Czechoslovakia to visit his father VIKTOR RIRA, 44 Rimsha 
Street, Prague 12, Czechoslovakia, who was an attorney until 
his death in September 1958. He also visited his sister LUDMILA 

On B/11/60 Cambridge, Massachusetts File JL BS 105-5289 
at------~~----------------- ~ 

;'i-

bSAs MICHAEL J. MC DONAGH and DANIEL J. · 
y GRIFFIN/bah 

Date dictated ...;8~/wl~7 ....... /<J-...:6~0,._ ____ _ 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion:: of the FBI. It !s the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside yo\~11.,~~~Bhlr .. ·,~ ra~ 
- . . ... 3 - :~Ui~t Jtiti~ ' DAL 
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I ( I •· ' . l / l I ~£villiA a~ ~;:;p-~r7Jm}''6ERWN~ who he stated Ms a minor 

·- !_ - . -~ • 

,~ / ' '-cie)rical posit,_on witJi,-ilo:Cae'Iocs.i company in Pragueo He also 
'I visited his uncle J~RIHA (retired) in Ro~¢lnice, C._!~c.~~~=-
i RIHA stated that when he arrived in Prague he was 
i assigned to stay at the Flora Hotel by the Houing Bure~u ror 
1 Foreigners operated by the Czechoslovakian Government. He 
1_, remained there for seven days before going to see his father 
· and sister Q 

, RIHA stated that while he was visiting wit~Vhis father. 
' a Czechoslovakian man who identified himself as KARE~ CBRPA from 
; the Vi.sa Department of the Czechoslovakian Goverruneni:j• and asked. 
! to look at RIHA's visa on the pretext that it 'tvas no-6 in order. 
! RIHA stated that after a revie1-1 o:f his visa, everything was :found 
; to be in order then CBRPA asked RIHA his impressions of CZ.s}.c.b.a.s~OJL~.m .. ....,. 
1 and offered to take hUn on a sightseeing trip which RIHA refusedo 
1 According to RIHA, CHRPA appeared at his father£s home with bis 

aut-omobile several times during his stay and would waHj outs:lde 
or just down the street for RIHA to come out and then would offer.· 
to take RIHA wherever he was going. RIHA stated he wou.J.d a1-r.rA.~ 
refuse. ~~t~ advised that CHRPA never asked him to do anything 

, of an intelligence nature and 1t appeared to RIHA that OHRPA 
1 "toras trying to make a good will embassador out of him .. ... ·1: fo;t" 
i Czechoslovakia. 

RIHA stated he left Prague July 12~ 1958, and spen·b the 
!•est of the summer in Paris, France. His address in Paris l'Tas 
FrancisV I, 23 Rae-de conde, Paris 6, France. 

, RIHA sta:ted he received a. picture postcard from CBRPA 
!While in Paris; however, he was never contacted by anyone while {in Paris and has never seen CHRPA again. 

R!HA stated that he left Paris September 7, ·1958, tor ---·--- --
Vienna, Austria, where he stayed :for approximately three or four 
days and then departed by plane for Helsinki, Finland, and 
Copenhagen, Demnark, \'There he stayed approximately three 'toJ"eeJ.l:s 
and then entare~ the USSR at Vyborg, Russia, September 27, 1958. 

- 4 -
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-- . ..:.·- - . ··- ·· - .RIHA stated that 'tvhile. in Helsinki he. me-t MARI\,~~CALL, 
a Ha.rv{n'd University studen-t, nm-1 in ;rap an~-- - R IRA stated that 

l-1ANCALL was vrith him on his trip to Moscow; however, NANC L left 
him at Leningrad and he. proceeded to Mosc_ow i ,. 

. · -~--
RIHA stated th~~~on his arrival at Moscow University 

he was met. by Dr. BORIS y.~\_NIKIFOROV, No.s.c.cm.....S-tate University. 
historian, whomRIHA stE}Ited "he was to confer with on matters of 
policy that might come up during his stay at the university. 
Approximately ten days after,hfs arrival RIHA stated he met his 
advisor, EVGENII DEMI~ !ETlt.t:GJfPBERMENSKI, P~_qj.'51s~pr of Histor.:y .•. ~ 
RIHA said that these two m.eh' are the only faculty members he 
had any contact with while at the university. According ·t;o 
RIEA, his advisor invited him to his home once and that this was · 
the only social contact he hB.d with him, and had ap!3olut.ely. nof. ·.f. ,. 

E}ocial contact with NIKIFOROV v • _.' i----...-·~-~L, __ , ..,~ .... :_ ~ . / tl ; · 

·, B-1HA stated that his travelling companion aroun(i"~Mos.cow···, ·· ·"' ... 
was DAV~MAC KENZIE, a student from Columbia University, now at 
Princeton, Universityo:\~ ~0-r 1/;j-----..:..· · 

RIHA said trW. t while he \~as inthe univers it:v library 
j Ji· ·:n !J!oscow one ds.y, Ja, Soviet friend and student casually introduced 
· " im to a Mr. IURIJ' MIKHALKOV t-1ho told him he v10rked for the 
. . International Commerce. RIHA said he was very suspicious of this 
: . · man as he had plenty of money and a car. MIKHALKOV invited RIHA 
: to dinner which RIHA accepted. According to RIHA, MIKHALKOV hired 

a private room in a very expensive and exclusive hotel to have 
dinner. RIHA said he 1-1as suspicious of him because of his 1.-:realth 
and therefore never warmed up to MIKHALKOV during this visit. 
RIHA stated that their conversation was very general and that 
MIKHALKOV made no requests of him whatsoever. RIHA stated that 
this was the last time he saw MIKHALKOUra 

RIHA advised that tvhile doing research vrprk in the Lenin 
Library in Moscow, he met a girl employee NATASKA-{'MEYER whom he .....,; ·· 
dated from Novemb~r to December 1958 until she t6ld him not to -------
see her again because if she continued to see him she would be 
expelled from her. position. 

·J.. RIHA stated in March 1958 he met ~other g1rl . .LAR-ISSA -.;. __ ·~ . /l KUCHBERIA through an American student WALTER
1
fiCLEMENS o!' Columbia ::. 

' ·1~( ~- ) . ... . I' ; . !Jl(J-J.N t·\ ' ,t (' tl 
I tJ.!l,. '• -. ~! ·,·, ~ · , , . 

,, ~ 1 \ : 1; • •' ~ ~ 'l ' . 
:"'?F'~·Q'~--<~" ~ : ·,t·~ ( · ~1· ~~~a . · 
..& t,;J . ·..,.., ioJ,•:I ,'lu~ 'i, }, =--r:jtf-
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University who previously dated this girl until 'he left Russia 
tn March 1958. RIHA stated that he dated IGJCHBERIA from March 
until he left Russia. RIHA said that he was suspicious of 
LARISSA KUCHBERIA and therefore was very ca~tious in his 
relations with her. However, KUCHBERIA never made any requests· 
of htm to do· anything of an intelligence nature. However, ~e 
said she constantly praised Czechoslovakia and pointed out its 
advantages ru1d attempted to interest RIHA in returning to his 
native country. RIHA told her many times he had no de·sire to 
return to Czechoslovakia. 

RIHA said that he has never heard from the two girls 
he dated nor has he corresponded with thema 

RIHA left Odessa by boat and after travelling to various 
; countries in Europe, he departed frora. Paris, France 9 on Atg ust 20, 
· 19.59, and arrived in the United States August 26 9 1959. RIHA-
; stated that due to his being born in Czech~ovakia he was aware 
I that aJc!Gempts might be made on the part of officials of the 
· Soviet and Czechoslovakian Governments to attempt to induce 
·htm to return or stay in Czechoslovakia and therefore he was 

$i!.1.ert to r~7~cogrl.i Zf> J:my ~11cb Rt:tempt13~ 

He related that since his return to the United States 
\ 

~he has never been contacted in any manner whatsoever by a 
Soviet or Czechoslovakian Government representativeg He stated 
that if such a cont~ct is ever made, he would immediately contact 
the FBio 

RIHPk stated that he was proud of his American citizen
ship and has no desire to return to his homeland for permanent 
residence. 

The following is a description of the subject as 
obtained from interview and observa·cion: 

Sex: 
Race: 
He;tght: 
Weight: 
Eyes~ 
Hair: 
Complexion: 
Marital Status: 
Date of Birth: 

NW 55100 Docld:32989553 Page 16 

Male 
White 
5t8tf 
148 pounds 
Brown 
Black 
Medium 
Single 
April 17, 1929, 
Czechoslovakia. 
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· Jl1ernoranduJn 
(Y '.tlPARTMENT OF JUStiCE 

TO Director, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation DATE: ;;prn 14 . 1%9 

SUBJECT: 

J. Walter Yeagley 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

Correspondence dated April 7 I 1969 I . 

f .rom .Professor Stephen Fischer-Galati 
re: Professor Thqmas Riha 

This is in further reference to our referral 
of the captioned letter to y~u on April 91 1969. 

I am transmitting herewith a copy of our 
reply in this matter for your information. ., 
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Nf emorandunz 

TO : Mre Do J. Brennan~ J'r o; .• ) 
r: I I ~/ 

FROM S ... P . hCr?P o u. . ap1.c .;; 
()..1 

DATE: 

• 0 

April 16, 1969 

!~:'Hi~--
E:rh:;r---
Cllspcr __ _ 

Co!lcr!!cn-
Co"'ad--
F'eit--
Gal<>---
Rose:1--
Su!H,·aa--
Tcv~l---

Trotter--
Tete. P.oo::-. --
Holmes---
GandY---

/} 

SUBJECT: TEO~.VlS 'irfHA 
IN''fBRNAL SECURITY ·~ CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

/JFK A ct b (l) (B) 

The subject has not left the United States& The 
story or rumor indicatipg/ that he may have gone to Czechosl().yakia 
is without foundation., Rilla has been having difficulties :froiit 
his wife, and he recently "ran away from here :t '--

1 lhas also received information indicating that 
the university newspaper at the University of Colorado will 
be printing an article concerninl thel subject and will refer 
to him as an undercover agent of Mrso Roman stated that 
subject very definitely is not being utilized by CIA in any 
capacity .. 

ACTION: 

The above information is being directed to the 
attention of the Research-Satellite Sectiono 

1 - A(} w·~ GI·ay (Vizas) 
1 - Liaison 
1 ... S6 J .. Papich 

t ~ "" 
I,./ 

SJP:clb ·\',·· 
(4) v 

(' .. 
..... 1/ ~ :r ~ /( {.~ .. • t'' 

;.-tt··~":t .. t( ft. / 
(./ .. ,. '2 . (.. •'? 

G ~lJf{ ;/nt') 
! 
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·~~o:,tl~S il!~:A 
IS ~ CZ 

... •J - ,._,._..__ ~ ... ...-....~ ... - .... .-.... --..~---·- ~-· .,. • .-..... ......:-_,.. __ _ .... --- .... ~ ,..r;... _ ....... t 

1 - llro Go WG Aber11athy 
Li.,.•l8·.,69 

Oi1 4-lG-00 Ov.-t-.,rinc<.l t!:.:cotlc;h lh~~-snn thnt the 
tn1l;j cct h:.:.-:d not l~ft tl:e 1i!li tdd Dt!"t'tG-.;. .Ac-co,;d:J.nr; to L..l __ .,.. 

G\J.h;.i0ct h~1n b;)~l1 h~vi11~ C!.L~f:l.cul t.i..:::; witJ1 hin ui:f:'-~ r~nd he 
r.e.::cntly t'rrm t~·::~~Y irm:t he).". n 'l'he sto::.~y o1" z:ur.'\)1' :h"!dic·~·ting 
t~·.t:! ::mb;;0ct t~lay hc.ve e:ono to {:::!;echo::;J.ovuki~ :is u:itlmJ;ti; 
xom.1dt: tion c J FK Act 6 (1) ( B ) 

0han rii.::o iioc~i~;~d tn:i?orl"la·i:ion i~Hl:i.cat:i.nc;; that 
the Un5.vorsity 112''::-..::.:r:.por ~t tho Fnivcra:!.ty of Colora.:.:o t7ill 
be p?.:.-ir<::hlf;; r:.n rrt::.cle co:r~~ornin~:: th::.:.:; zuir' ect ~nd will :r-cfor 
to l:!it~ t~n r.tn UlJt":r~:t·,~ove:e r:.r~/:!i1~ c~f 

!my p~:rtincnt in;[ornrd:ion J:>cccivcd concerx~ing thio 
lii1'tttcr nh<::1Hld hn f':"':l:'i.'T.Ydcd to the r :.1X'G!".<.U by 1~1::;! and l10 in"JC8ti...., 
£;ntion xK~bct oo cor.duc":.:ed by your o1f5.ce o 

GWA ~lr:~g 
(4) 

NOTE: 

Subject is a professor at the University of Coloradoo 
rthe Departn.ent received a letter dated 4-7-G9 which sta,ted the 
oubject disappeared mysteriously three weel{S ago., The writm:• 
of the letter was concerned that subject might be involunta~eily 
leaving the united States for Czechoslovakiao The above is 
being furnished Denver fo~ its informationo 
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.. t:.e iollowing in -------

FBI 

Date: S /15/69 

: 
~--~~----~~----------~ (Type in plaintt>xt or code ) I 

(I' riori~y) 

... 

--- -~1:0~- -- --11rii"iC.roa,-"FB" 1(1o5-:782s6)-------- ______ j_ ____ --- f-· 
FROM: SAC' CHI9AGO (105-8:.'\lJA) I 
SUBJJiCT: TH01~AS ...... R

1

IBA $ aka ~ 
IS - CZ 

Enclosed for Denver is a copy of Boston rep~t 
d,l1;ed August 31, 1960, captioned, "TfiO:>.iAS RIF.A, aka 
Tii0:1AS AND~EVI CHARLi~S RIF..A - Soviet Intelligence Ser"..ices 

~~ .' ~ 
a.o ~ 

: ~ 1~: ~· 
~.'"' '1~ ~ ~ '~4 ..:;:) 
~~ ~ . • .., <.j 

~.('0 ; ~ ' ., ~:.:s ..,.. ( .. . '-~ ~ ~~ ~-~ : ~ 
c;:-+- ,... ' .)_ l 

Recruitm(.!1~t of Stud~ts; IS- R~ 11 ~:..; ·' . -1o 

Ctc '- · 7<>'.) .. w : ~ · . ;;;· 
.c.,. D if! ·. h h -(' . h d 1 . bl • P '- • H . . '3 ..,.,,,. c c; _ · w o as _urnis e re-Ia e :~.n:..orma ·t-101-.. ~c .. , ·: ~1 

).ry the past~ furnished the following :tnforma t ion to ~~ ~. :J ~~ 
. r, :_• ., · l 

SA GEORGE Me WOODLBY on September 15, 1969 o According r, ··o ~ l ~ 
to the source it is rur.1orc d amont.~ the Czechs at the oB ~~ :! ~~ 
UniV<-lrBity of Chicago (UC) thr.t THO:,IAS RIHA, a Professor ~ :_ '::J· c ' ., ' 
at the University of Colorado, Bolder, Colorado, was ~:;.:." ~Y 
11 eithcr lddnapped by tlm Russiar1.s, or picked up by ,.:..:_1 /l 

. 0 .• ..:> 

CIA or the FBI~" '-:,: '-t · ~i .. .. ,; . , I 
~ . ' .:; . ·-;. 

H.IHA e-ntered the United Sta tcs in 1947 as a ~" ~. ~ <) • 

student and has been in the United States since that time$ )1~ ·(:~; 
except for a period of one year ( 1958-1959) ·when he ...... ; l· :~\ 
studied at the University of Moscow, :'loscow 1 Russiao • ;( _;:·~ 

Some time in 1968, he headed a group of college 
professors on a tour of the Soviet Union? In the group 
was one ANNA HRUSiffi, a Czech girl, ·,~,·hom he married in 
Dolder, Colorado,·after returning to the United States 
from this trip~ The source does not knmv if ANNA H .. "lUSiffi 
ts an American citizen, an exchange student from Czecho
slovakia or any background information concerning her. 

.. , 
(8J- Bureau (lU.I) 
2 Denver (Encl. 1) 
1 ~ WFO (Info)(RM) 
2 - Chicago 

(l - 134-2309) 
(j\":1/klllb 

(RJ.'i) 

~('>~ ~?~ I 
~::J.o"' 

' -' 
' ! . ~ ....... j ... "J I. ~ - • • "' ... ~"' t" .. ..._.....~~,:-

' .) t .~ , -... - -< .-4 { 

I , , 
"-'-' ; 

· ~ 

'. 
<...> 

\ • ' ~ .. 
~ • ' . ..J 

Cl) · · . .. . ----.--:.. _______ _ I . • ____j ------

(~~~JJL.~~~~~.\ ______ __ 
Special AqJr{i in Charge 
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CG 105--85-44. 

RH!r\ studied at Harvard University, worked 
at the University of Chicago from 1960 - 1966, and 
then went to the University of Colorado, Bolder, 
Colorado, in tbo Fall of 1866, where he presently has 
a teaching contract. ' 

It is rumor.ed that RIHli. recently divorced 
ANNA HRU8EA and disappeared f1·om the Univer£i ty and 
his apartment, leaving behind his clothes and 
furniture .. 

According to the source, the University of 
Colorado is unhappy with RHL'l. for walking out on his 
teaching contract and has been attempting to locate 
him without success. 

The files of the Chicago Office, in addition 
to the encl0sed Boston report, contains a Department of 
State Form (Request for Sccuri ty In formE!. tion) , y;hich is 
dated 2/5/63 o This form sb:ows that Professor RHi:\ was 
pX'oposed for ::J.c:?.dcmic exchange with Czechoslovakia by· 
the Inter-University Committee on Travel Grants, 
University of Indiana, Bloo~ington, Indiana. At that 
time, he was assistant professor of J,:odern nussian and 
European History at the University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. He resided at 6007 South.Woodla~n 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. He :was born April 17, 1929, 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia. It is not known whether or 
not HIHA '\vas accepted for this program~ 

In addition to the above, the Chicago f)_les 
contain a Department of State Form (Visa Action Request) 
on hehalf o-f JARMILA ZAKOVA, nee C.BRVENA, born 4/14/3'7, in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia. She was employed as a clerk 
by the FiJ.m and ·relevis ion Academy, Prague and des ired 
to visit her uncle, TH0?.1AS RIHA, 5801 South Dorchester 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, for a period of two months 

·in August, 1966. .rt is believed that this TIIOHt\S RIH.A 
is identical with the subject because the Dorchester 
address is in close proximity to the UCo 

- 2 -
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CG 105-8544 

LEADS 

DENVER 

AT DF:NVFR, COLC:LI\DO., ChGck indices and 
conduc.t cre.ar~~rind cri:.n.nal on subject and ANNA HRUSKA o 

Contact sources in the Czech community 
for any information they may have regarding the 
disappearance of THO:~~I\S Ril-L'\" 

. . 
Check marriage and divorce records regarding 

'THOMAS RIHA and ANNA HJ.i.USKA e 

CHICAGO 

AT CHICAGO, IJ_,Lil{OISo Will maintaiil contact 
with .SoutrL& regarding "tlie above rna tter., 

( (Cb. )~&-'-QJ 

- 3 -
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Chica::ro 
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D:Lroctm:-, PBX 

m'!·yr-.~ 1:\ r .. ' J .• ,~v •. :....~u 
IS - c;:; 

~·.I!IA 

--

11oCGa:f.rtcl S/15/GD., 

0/22/t."l9 

I;:, 
/:'1 

I . I 

"G~llCE'H.:; L'l.<.1t~:i:'ciC:11f!.:t t)C:t ... i.:ir!OD.t :tn:!~OX1:lr.ttiC.Jl1 io C~·3'\.'0J .. c,-~;ct1_ s-
}.:;.o :i.rr:."s~~·t i:~~·2:~~ :l,.!)~.l t'"i8Gd t:s t!O!lt!t:.ctc·d . bJ-7 ycrr:r u .. i.~x·:tcos o I;: ~~d::" .. :~ t::.i .. o11~l 
r;c:~~~;::~1tr .. ~;·_r~ :i~.l·~::;::·: ..... a:ti~)ll i!.J :z .. ~:::cc~:l.i;;-zrj C01.1CeJ .. 'llil.!1 ·t!.1:ts !:!a~t·~.:~:~~, 
f~:-:<)ll!.(~ !;:~ =~:-;.l~~ .. :l:L:::Iled ·tc> tJ:~;:) J2t1:::4 ortt! :t!l a ~loJ:•J:1 stt:1~t:a1Jlo .tor 
cl:1 .. ~.;::.:t.-:-":J.:::..1;;t t :io:.:1 c 

· ~ l!OI'E: 
,-----·--~---:--

·' ~
.1. " 

1
1 m j . . SuJ:;ject~ a pro:fossor at the Un.ivo;:-sity of Colcrndo~ ,-;as 
1::· ~:?:? ·:.:~Jl)!"Jl~-cocl ~i:o J-"tr!.\·"0 (lir:!l1.\'"J1)3urc~d r. '=-::;~cr::r.,:.tcl1r;ly {~~~~: :t11 fli"'JriJ. 1::;~; 
i !'.) (}) : .. , •• '.li.; 0 ".' aJ l;j ~· · T -... ~ 
1
1 :~ c__ -~1 1 r:·r~;J:; c~:!t l1r~r.i, l;ce11 IlD.\.t:i.l!n: 

IJJ ~~~~~~----~~~------~----~~~--~--------~ - . 

I 
(.f) (·1-f·;·-; ·n<"l·(;--:r ~--.; -:-J:, '1i"" y•-1 ·{.-, :P"rl ~1n u,~.-l"l ··~··'!"'! ·f·rn•·1 i~o~ 17 c:::::J !'(:->r' ,,,.._,: ' --- ~:;~ ~- ~:~:~~:~~7 ·1 

0:.~~-~:~~---,~:~.:·" ·i ,~ d~ ~c ~ :. ~" ,;~ .. ~:::~,1-,~~ ~~ :_.t-~~~~.Y i~--~ ~~:.:: ~.,;1~ ·=-<) 0,.·~ ~: :~ ~ :~:; o~ ... ~ ..... ~ .. ~ -
------- ~· _-~,.; .... :t.~\..J- .. y .1.. ... t_ .... "' .. )o .,.~.o._ ...... - L.J..,.J.J. .> tJl-,..".,vv J. •• c.. , , ... :~·,U ~ ....,d;Jl,.,-v, ... \,.._J_ ", ......... _ ... 

,., .... ~ ,-r·l.;-1-'"tJ·:- ·~'-·~·,c1· ........ 2. ,......, ·L··i· '"'"' .... -"' .... -~..,. l',, .. c.,. c. i-1•)•.,. o'!-.;· ......... ; ·'r-~r1· \'(t_..~ ••• w J.'-' ,V ..J-:_<.J\oc..i ... 1-t.V ,,./<..J.o ... w 4,o!..J .. J•-l. • .J. t.."' ._......,V"I\\rita.c;-' .,. "'•..._, • (,c ... ~_,. ... _ ... 

. . · in:i:'c):·:::.;:.::i;j.on cc:ncc::.·nin-; th:i.c c:.:;~:-licr ru::·or.. In vie'.7 o:f this, 
·: ·,:.~-== r.h·i'·""-::""0 't)..-..; nrf' .,.,,., ... 1"; <.'~l--.r1 ..... ...,7' ~ ~ 1· .,-:- :i u-;'01.'"'''lt·i.on clcvr·lc•-.-,c~ -1n . ..,~ .......... \..oo....... '-•-. ... ,., .A.,\,1,,..\, --).._·--" ... .'.J'-.,;- ... '----- •'"''-" ~- ,J..ol. • .. .. ., ......... \ .,l:. 

·----- "'" ..... ,_...; .. ~ ~ (': , ... ,, ~, f'• ,.-s t' , ... ··,_. ... ""-~ ,... '' (. ... " 4 .(. 1 0"'., •1 J 'f'": .. '"'~ ... ..;....; ""' '-:.n+· ~~ \""\ ·~O"'~'~"'l"'""'.,.., ..L...; ....... n J' ,... '··-·-- .fl.1.: ..... ..., ... \~$ .l_.\.JU' •-· ..:.'\..( ... z..J..4..(......,.1..._'l c...t. t\...,..(,1 .. _. _..,,..,.- ,:.."'-..-. l.,..J..,.).•'-1. ¥ ... ·-A!..l.. ""--~·•"-f..,_,_\....i'.L ,:, 

<1C'.:::~! .. (}')0tl intiic!~ .. tiLl:; o·ti'lc:r·"':::.!..:.B •· {~2tiC:.1~~o ::~nci 1.:011ver i:!~:in.t; instrtlctc-d 
.. --- to CGnduet no :further illVOSti[S''?.n;i0r1S • r, / 
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OhiONAL FORM NO. 10 

.• 

MA.V 1062 E:DITION , a • 
GSA FPMR (<I CFR) 101•11.5 -

UNITED STATES Go· {.NMENT • Memorandum 
TO :DIRECTOR, FBI (105-78256) DATE: 12/11/6 9 

FROM ~NVER 
SUBJECT: THOHAS CRIHA 

{}'a; ·Ts · :.: -cz ··-· 

( 105-LtlSl) 

') ., I Jl 
ReBulet 4/18/69. 

4 
,f( f. ,J 

/; 'D t, 
.;" \ ./ 

There is attac~ed a letter dated 12/5/69, 
signed by Mrs. RUTH AL'IN _.-tooK concerning this subject. 
Mrs. COOK indicates in this letter that the subject 
is her son and it ~.;ould appear from the envelope that 
the letter was possibly mailed in Switzerland. 

In accordance with ReBulet this letter 1s 
being forwarded to the Bureau. No reply has been made 
to the letter by the Denver Office. 

REc-r· /( 5 ~ 7? :2s:ra ~ 1/ 
':'r==i-9 ~r . ·; c;'Y -=-~ 

J. 
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·. · !· ·· Jl}14! p/(#q;¥~/£fr#FA; 

.. · , ; . . . . , , a:Afti!t~N . N ~ 11~9 d1fj , 

, ·. M~ M ;JII /k;(· I(,~ . · 

.. : . ' . itfc,i ~!{J'i ~~~tift# 
~ :: : #rPl AI; ;fh> / ~~ ·~ 
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~ SU13JECT: 
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L 
NW 

.. , , - _ ,.;. .. 
. ~ .. · 

' ·lt l"t-
• ...._ " -· • u f .. -. ~ .J . , ( } 

" ~ • oJ ( ~· • ~ ,,..., •_.% :~ i I~ J-.t 1.6 

r::, , iFD S'l'.\TES 

1.\, /.'" !)·:n ()'"/. /1 rj·~' rl'j J~"?l 
~ .L 'U j , ! U.t 4.tUAAd l I 

~ ; ~,\.L:C'fOI\, 
~1'\ ...... 
:£ .; J. (105-7825G) 

'1."~! 8 ::/\.: i ~(: I!:~!., aka 
] ~-~ - cz 

(P) 

Bureau RS dated 12/19/G9. 

.. ~ ~ .... " 

DATE: 
17. I 2 g I ~~ :1 

::=. ::1Clo;;cci he:re~d th is a l_etter> qf adGIG>-Jle?\.1 ~ ·-:: ;;": '·:: 
-to ~.1_! :> j c ct I s :.:.o·thcr H:rs. RUTH t~:n coo:~' a.:> ner your· r~t~ur,.·; t . 

. \lso e:nclos0d e1.re 5 co~)ics of a LF:-1 '.lh ich i!H~l~'~ c:~~ 
:.;r':;. c: .. :.: 1

: ; lette:r> to the I>~nv(~P bfficc of the ftn and :~ 
ne~·-' .il ·: .: · t '• : r> .::Fticles clat8d l2/28/G9 u.pf)e<.•.Ping in ·::he :'D31'.V .•\.' 
l 1o :;·l. i .·r:-. :r.: ) Cl)C:::> per'tainin:r, to ::::ubject. 

Bure-:1u ( .:.:ncl. 5) ( l'G·l) 
D2nver (1 105-4151) 

(l - t~7-3l ~ O 

LDll/ sin 
(4) ·-· ---"'•:.--riJ:-.-----

1· l 
........ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 
18218 Federal Office Building 

Denver, Colorado 80202 
December 29, 1969 

/(u t;fi. A":(.oo /( 
Nrs. Ruth An~Cook 
Casa Lido - \. 

""Brissago, Ticino CH-6614, S't·dtzerland ---- . 

Dear Hrs. Cook: 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated December 5, 1969 concerning the disappearance of your 
son Thomas Riha~ 

Please be advised that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has no jurisdiction in matters of this nature 
and we are not able to conduct an active investig~tion 
concerning your son's disappearance. 

At your request we·will place a Missing Persons 
Notice with our Identification Division in Washington, D. C. 
If you desire us to do this, please advise. 

CC Bureau (blind) 
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Very truly yours, 

SCO'l'T J. HERNER 
Special Agent in Charge 
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Jn Reply, Please Rf!jer to 

File 1Yo. 

FEIJEB.\.L BUHE.\u OF 1::.\YESTIGATTON 

Denver, Colorado 
December 29, 1969 

THON/i.S RIHJ~ 
Also Knm·m As 

REC 36 

Thomas f,ndre\,7 Charles Riha 

On December lG, 1969, the Denver Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, Denver, Colorado, received 
letter fror:l i1rs. Ruth Ann Coo:-;:, Cas a Lido, Brissae;o, Ticino 
C!:I-6Gl4) da-ted DeccP1ber 5, 1969, addressed to Hr. Scot·t 
Werner, wl1o is the Special Agent in C~arge of the Denver 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Office. This letter states 
a.G follm·;s: 

":Dear Sir, 

a~~;:::~ 
~~~~ ..... ~? ~ .. 
~ ..... ~-Cf;) 

~;:CJ"g. 
~ .. ,, ":'> ( c :-; .. ) ~~ 
~ E :~ ~ 

_ ... ~. (\) 

""'" - ~;;:: 
~ Je ~ ~ 

«> ,;, ~ ~· 
• (.';, :;:l ~) 
~ ··:: ;"(:3 
~rl."'~;J 

'~Your name and address Has E;iven to m~~ by c;,_::-'· :.":l'"i ,. - ~(~"'.;;~ 
~r_. Z._,:·c.t:RVEi.TY o~- pl8 ~· Logan S·tr. Apt~ 302 1 <o1 c;, 

D~n...v.:;;r_~ · He is -:~v~ son of my stepdaughter and .@ S ::1 ~ 
vJOr>~ing as in::;e:1~er at S::!.msoni·te Eanuf. . ~ ~- ~?~· 

,.. ' - -.. c:e ~, (~ .... ~ i '. · i i' f-1 c- • <:;, 
11 f \~ri"t2 vou on behalf of r:tv son (the :;:z1 '-'~ 

above you;1:; ma~ t s uncle) 'rhomas i..,_. C. Rihu., --..~ vi·:;;,; 
associa·te nro:fesso1 ... at U. of Colorc:.do, Boulder, ~~ ~~ <:'> 

• <'>~_(":>~ 
last of 6·th Str. in that city. , ,..,. ( ~:-J c....., :;·t~ 

i ,_: ,I\ tJ~_-5Z 
11 I just received to-day a descr~ "ltion of. ~f';j-~ 

the last encounters of my stepgrandson ~;,;ri th my ~ :J.~ 
son ThomC}.s of the first months of this year. . ~ ~:: :~ 
As I have been sick with cancer since 1968 and ~.{~ ... t 

still am far fror:l Hell, I 'I:Jas ncyt told anything 0 l § 
but that my son after some unplc.a_santness wi·th ~ 1~~ .. 
c:.n irate uncle .of his !:>ride Eanu,·· Hruskova ( vleddine; "- 'f ~.; ~~· 
in Oct. 1968- divorced filed :tn·,Jan. 1969) had ·-t~,_,lJ 
left ·the U.S.A. -but ~"ias Hell and livinr-, in Canada.· ~- "}

1
';:;, - ~ f~ ·, ·~ 

"About 10 days a7.o I received a letter from - I . . . . 
my brother ?·;r. P. P .;. Kress of Ot~\:lancltthat sor.1e . .'' 
foul play \•laS ll1VOlvsd in ny S00 1 S dlsap?earance -

1 · -' h f G 1 • "-:n -name y some ~.voman ny c. e name o..:: a_la.• .L annennaum 

I 
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.•• •,7 • ... '.,.. r•A r,. 
\._ __ -~ 

TIIOi·i:AS ~<.LiA 

of 2 4 8 Lo~u.n, Denver, Hho Drolu.ir:'s to be a p;eneral 
in i>l"Jay T.ntclli~~cmce, H~lO had- forged pm·JC.rs of 
a·t·tm:'ney and c;u:cks und gotten 1wld of all the 
belo:tl ):·:i.nes of PlY son - Hho Has not in Canuda -
no'tody knm-:rs v7here he is and thu·t the police in 
Boulc.:er and Denver ~·Till not ~ive any inforD.ation 
about him ·to i.1is friends or laHycr or the above 
mentioned :-tr. Ce:r.v~ny. It appears from my brother's 
J.ett2r that th1.::; ;-:rs. <Zalia Tanncnbaui~t is currently 
~ . 'l .r.- ,.........,.,-- .,...1 '- "11 rree on Du.:::. Oi a cnar£e or rorr:cry or as·L >-JJ.. -

of an oJ.<.?. .:!:an (her friend) 'ivho died of cyanide 
poisoning. 

11 Dcar I·Ir. \·Jerner, I bep; of you to tell me Hhat 
I should do to £1elr> my son - Hho as the rumour 
soes - ''.:7or•ked for the CI/l of Hhich I :!lave no 
knm·:lcdsc and to tell me also u.here he is or 
Hhe ther he has me·t foul :')lay at ·the hands of this 
.i•irs. 'i.'annenbaum t'l'flO apparently is \·:ell armed and 
always carries a gun. 

11 All ti.1is is J?erfcctly dreadful ·to envisu.O"e 
for me, I a:;;sure you. I an of reS!)ectable middle
cldss and never had to do with simildr circumstanc8G. 

11 I imolor::; you to hel_o ne and advise r:1e as to 
my son's \_,.7he:r•eabou·ts - and ~..Jhat I should do. 

11 7hank you in advance. 

"Is/ Ruth A. Cook" 

'l'he 11 Denver Post 11 nelivS!,)apcr published in Denver, 
·Colorado, contained · two articles in the Sunday edition 
December 28, 1969 rcf:ardinz lUha. 'l'he fi·cst ctrticle 
apl)ec;,rcd on pa?,;e 1 and is ca-ptioned 11 Silence Shl .... ouds Odd 
Case Of ~-!iss:i.ng CU Profcssor 11

• The second article appeared 
on page 3G and it is cap·tioned uProf. 1d.ha' s Disa'9pearance 
Shrouded in Nystcry and Silencc:r. A. Xerox copy of each of 
these articles is attached hereto. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 
property of ·the FRI and is lou.ned to your 
a '~cncy; it and i ·ts conten·ts are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

2 ·'· .. 
55100 Docld:32989553 Page 33 



r . 
. \ 

.. . . 

.. . • 

.. 

·.· : . 

·· ... 

·. 

.. · 

..• . 
.... .. 

( . . . 
' S• 

,.. ... .. 
"h' ... . '• .. . 

.... . . ... 
.. 

... . 

/ 

(Mount Clipping in S?acc Below) 

(-.;.0 
. _ .... 

, .. .....__ -
~·l. 

t~~?:. ~; r ~~ 
~.:·:.~~:;:> 

. ~ . 

l\1or·e Hwn 11ine months · ago, a Czecl1o- even his mother in. Gel'many-say they 
slovr.ldan-born associate professor of Rus- . haven't hcal'Cl from him. . .. 
sian history at ihe University of Colorado ·And, if poiicc do know some answers, 
faiicd to appear io teach his classes. they nrcn't· passing them. along- to. the 

He still hasn't appeared: missing professor's friends or relatives .. 
Pollee enl.cred. the case last Anl'il, via _ , r.·:any of. those iric~uls ar; r~fu%ces who 

.a missing pcr!'on report. i\ow, ·though, f,c(, io th:s ''land o. the 1i'?e-' -.rom. the 
they sav thcv aren't really interested in iyr::Jnny ot European countnes. And they. 
the. Jll:ofessot:'s disappeaJ:ance. . . . ;~::Jnc:~r,._?ow a man· can disappear, here 
' or·· th J l t ld 1 '" A .. 1~dca. : 11ccrs say. • cy lave · >e:n . 0 · >Y · They remember· ·a ·snowy nicrht in 
~t:d~r~ll, ag~:~ciCs . that the mis~mg_ .P1:o- · J~tmlder, when a· screaming, wom;n was 
,tessol !S On"Y' inat no foul pl,ly IS lll· . carried from. the professor's home. · • 
volvcd. They remcm~Jci· anoiher ·woman, re!· 
· But i[ he's ali\'C, where is he'? fcrred to by ihe professor as "Coloncl,'l' 

Ancl who arc ihese federal agents wl:o nnd they remc:nber other things.· · • 
·n•.portedly !mow the secrets of the p_rc- · nut they don't have the answers •. And 
fessor's disappearance? Police refuse to that's what they want. 
say, For the strange story of the l)rofessor 

His friends say they don't know where who dropr-ed from sight. tum to Page 36, 
th~ JJrofessor might. pc .. His relatives- section E, of Sunday's Denvr;r Po?L. 
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!;~· FRED GILLIES 
;-·· :;cnv~r i.)os~ St~ff \Vi·itcr 

E;:riy en tl:e morning of 
::e:rch 1'7, Prof. Thomc.s Rilla's 
· ;}:·!:- :c~~se ~too~ open amid 
; · .. • ~ a,.,d >:;a'Jcrs scattered on 
..... ~'\.}~ .. , -· .. ' l ..... • 

_, ...... c.·.- ,.·, 'n :.:s study at the LJm-
. '"t -oJ• J.o 

·· ~~r-::ty cf Colorado. , 

.... . __ ,- -JI> 

Bnt whic!} agencies? No on~ • ()ff1c:.'.c::'!'S., examined t h e 
will say. grounds and peered ·;,nrougn the l 

Earlier on that strange • windows of the modest Riha 'I 
!',farch morning - a Monday -- house at 1055 6th St. in Boul-
Prof. Robert Skotheim, who der, where Riha had been liv- --
~llarec! the CU study with Riha, ing alone since his estranged 
l eceived a tele!,)hone call from wife moved to a Boulder hotel 
a woman in Denver. She want.· rr:c:·e than a week before. Po- -
ed to remind Riha about an im~ lice tal!{ed to neighbors and, ev- i 

I 
I 
l 
l 
i 
' I 
I 

1 

I 

I 

' 
. 

' 

\ 
i'· , I 

I 

' 

··:,·;,is was unusual, for Riha 
~ -.,:·::s ~:nown as :J.n orderly an1 
~·~·:" ' 'ii·wl >n:m onr. wilo didn't ·I' ~..,u, ~........... .. .. , ... ; 
.~:eve things at loose ends. 

Portant appointment he had idcntly iinding nothing amiss, ' 
\ - tt that day with the U.S. Im.>nigra- soon re. ·. t 

tion Service'in Denver. ' I By the end of that week, there: 
36 The Denver Post 

- Denver) Colorado 
j 
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I 
I 

I Dut u;-;usual things were oc
t::!:-r;ng in the life of Riha, 40, 
a· ;:cs:Jectcd pro~cssor of Rus~ 

Skotheim placed a memo t(, still was no information on l 
this effect on Riha's desk an<i 1Riha's whereabouts. But the ti· 
left to meet his classes. ! tle to his car had been assigned -- { 

~<·::1 i;istory at CU. . 
At noon, Riha failed to at- to a Denver couple. And a 

• 'l'hc l":'!Ost unusual of tl:csc: 
\·;·.~s that he \Vas disap,caring 
·:;;.. dror.ping cut of sight from his 
);·: ;·,1~, his u.nivetsily, his fri~:ds 

· 1cnd a scheduled faculty meet- Boulder real estate firm had 
. ing. received a letter authoRzing 
l Later that afternoon, a wom- Riha'~ nephew, Zdenek;·Cerve- Date: 
~n telephoned, telling a secre- Jl.Y. of Denver, to sell" the "Ril1a- · 
tary. she wanted to pick up home: On, both document~. was Edllion:: 

12/28/69 
Home 

·!~.:·~ his relatives. 
· · D:d he do this by his own i 
.cf.:::>::>sil:g? Did he want to disap-: 
.;. _,r'J j 

• ··.:();: c::d something else hap-· 
~· • . ·~·\ ? ·. r·~.l to httla . 
• L h~ cle:1cl'! Alive'? 

'.: .Jf ht.: is :llivc, where is he? 
· \~.'!: .• tis he doing? 
· .. "~ly,:tcry buf;'s would believe 
\!::Jl wiJcn a university profes
/ •·r disappears, police would 

··:-:.~n!•;:.;Jc for an 3nswcr to the 
· .;':;!d!c. Dut if police have strug
';\•~c-:, there is little evidence cf 
. ;~ in ~ : :~ strange c~1s~ of Rihn . .. 

.... l.!.G..: :.:; A:\S\\'EitS ~ 
.: :~ :C.::.:i':\!r Post rcport~r re-
! .. · _ :·.:-..ci v~~;uc ans\vcrs from ofii-, 

.. , ... ~- 'i':~~re is talk of other 
\. ,, : :: :: :~s - uaic~ntiiicd - re
: .• ·,r::.:;; lUha to be "alive and• 
.,.. :, :;··- :;umcwhcrc:· ~ 

Rilla's briefcase because the the signa.ure, Thomas R1na, 
urofcssor had been taken to a nl!te.!±!er:l in Denver. c.-:. · - __ ,. 

hospital after be~ng injured ir.. a .. · 
fall. 
NEVER APPEARED ? 

'l'he woman never appeare~. 
No hospital record for Riha ha'3 
ilccn found. ! 
i The concern for Riha rc:.:11y 
J)cg:m building when he failed 
to meet his classes at CU on 
Tuesday, March 18. A wo1T!.::d 
cu staff member notified !I'Irs. 
Riha's attorney, who contacted 
BqulrlP.:- nn!jce. c . _ ~ .::_...;.> _ 
. ..... .... -·---·-- · 

i 

. i .I 
I 

I 
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1\t ll:i:; s~m1c time, r• l P.ii:n. met Han<t Hn;:.ko'iil: 21, 
Ri\1a's art worl:s, m~or~.:.n at lin X.::w Yor\: Cit·t :;,; ;,);ri\' lil';'o!·c. 
$19,605, lmown ~o l:<ivc b\!en in he :Jk a ~rou? 0~ p.~o:c:::s;,:·s 1 

ll:s house L.i-ti l,r<;:;;ous week, o; :our of Hus:>i::: ia tl:\! ~ur.i· ' 
1·ested in a v:od~·com at the rr,;.; ~· of 196~. 0:: Us l'~~um io th:; 
i)~nver Art :\lusci.nn ar.d were United States l<•'"'' ib:t stun
::·ecordcd offici<llly as a giit to mer, Riha a~ain ~ .v I:f:::;"~a, in 
the museum from a Denver -this country on a swdent visn 
woman. from he~· homeland in Czec!:o-

In the next two months, most slov3!da. H.iha, .t!~cn 3~: . a_lso 
of Riha's household possessions was of Czech o:-1gm, beco:mn;{ 
and the books and p;:pers in his a n~t~u·aliz~d ~J ._S. c~tizcn :1nd 
office had be:-:n i.ransferred to a rece!vmg. hts untvcrstty educa
housc in Dcn\'er. His horne in tion in th;s country. -
Boulder had been sold. Letters On Oct. 13, l!IG3, Hana an:J 
:md checks apnearcd si"ncd ThOmas were married in a i<Jtt~ 
Thomas Riha. }lis cr~dil ~card af~ernoon ceremony at the Uni 
·uas used for the nurchase of tarian Church in Boulder. At <. 
:;evcral ti1cusand dollars in wedding recertion that evcnin6 
merchandise in the Denver area. at the BiDck Bear Inn in Lyons, 

One of the typed letters dated Co1o., Thomas obviously was 
Mal'ch 30 and sirrr.cd ~vith overjoyed. Crossing his. arms 
Riha's name, was"' postmarrwd an~ claspi:1g them ~L the elbow 
April 8 at Montreal, Quebec. as 1f rockmg a craalc, J:-:: wcm 
'fhis letter was sent to a Boul- aro~r.\l the room ca1lii1g obt ex
der insur~nc2 · agency, request- uberantly that the n1arriag~ 
ing cancello:tion of an insurance was "£or all lile." 1 

policy o:1 Riha's Volkswagen, Among the recept.:on guests 
,;,hich the writer said had been was a Denver wom311 - re-
sold. ferred to later bv Riha 3S 

But were the signatures really "Colonel" - witi\ whom Rilp 
those c:f Riha? discus~cci at lcngtil i.he bring::::; : 
PROPERTY QUESTION of his nephew, Cerveny, to· ! 

It's the handling of Riha's fbis country. Cerveny then W< s. 
property, including the works in Vien~a a ftc~ fleeing _from · 
of art, that particularly bothers Prague m R~sstan;occupled 
the professor's friends and rela- Czechoslovakia. 
tives, incltlding his mother in' AD:\fiTTED TO U.S. 
Germany. They claim he About a month later, Cerveny 
.wouldn't give up some of his was admitted on tempor&ry 
ipossessions, that they were too status to the UnHed States as a 
dear to him. Czech refugee, lhrough ar· 

On Sept. 30, Riha was divorced rangcments which Cerveny s:1:d 
fwm his wlfc, Hana, on her were entirely normal and rou-
dounterclaim of cruelty. Riha tine. 
v~~asn't in court. Before the di- Rih~'s olans for a marriarre ' 
V,orce was granted, Riha's attor- "for all iue" didn't tal\c ;'cor. 
riCY questioned the authen~i~iLy Shattering for him and his wE'! 
of letters he had been recelVmg were events at th~ir home earl'' 
with Riha's signature. Th_~. on the morning of ?-.J:arch 9. • 
l~wyer, ur6e~ a coun; clarhtca- At about 12:30 a.m., guests 
b_o~ .• ?• the ; a~tor_ney s respon- were leaving a party at the 
stbtlhtes towar<l R1.ha so that the home of cu Proicssor Ric:·ard 
professor's l~gal r1ghts wo':lldn_'t and Mrs. Wilson, next de to 
be •:perman~ntly and UUJU5tiy the Ribas. One of the gu ·s, 
sai:riti<.e~:" - ~ . .:.. __ .::_. : ·- ·.:_.1 Professor Robert Hanson, !W 

:Mrs. Riha standing at a rs~-
floor window in her home 
flailing her arms and cryir ir·::-
h~lp. . 

l Snow was still on the gr. :;! ~ 
a.·, Hanson raced to the n .::: 
h·msc and pulled ;.1r!'. R::;. '-' ·. 
·tl1c: window. A strong c-: · ' 
; what he thought was c: :. · .. 
:form clung hcaviiy :v :-.:: 
\Riha. . . 
1 \Vith the aid cf \', .,· "'· 
I ~nn t'l"1" t;. " r!: ·-: :· .... 
I .. ' ~ . 1 0

\. II~ ~ • 

• •• • .. r . ~ • • 



.. .. . t ., . , ... ,,. ,;, .. 

~ .. . • . . ~ •. ,,L~ .. .. 

.. . .. ,:: .... ~ :· i~ ~~ ~ i ... ~~ \'~.: .. S\)Cn 
· • 1\, > ·r~ :·, , i''"'•tsc . . • . :::) .. ) ... ~ .... ....... .u.l " , 

' .• · . :·,,::.:.; :1 l).:::)as J. D.:>r; 
;' · ': .. : ;):.~ .. ~. :n ~ - ~', \'.'hO S[l~(~ 
i • :. : : . . : :, ::1 c::.:cd by an· 
i • .. ,, . - ~ " ' · ;.a <:c l~iha l:ousc. 
(: :' ,_·.·; :::·,: ;· ;· ;~·i:;i r.c;1ort, the of! 
!. ·.-=·~; ;,: .. ve t ~;~s vcrs!on of 
r\"' :::s: . 
' I t' . • t i '!': ,.; Wi1m:t:1 me, liCm m rron 1 
!If;; ;,~ r:; ;1:1 hom:c nne! told th.cr_n 1 
:cs. !\:!1:1 had loc~;ca h.:rst!li m! 
cr ;}d~ : .. :o::l, fror.1 wnic:h <:tr:t;r I 
~,rtlc-::; \\·c;.·~ cc :-aing. \V!1cn she 
[1:d I~i:~a lhrca:cned lo break 
~e b:::d:·c.:>m door, the woman .

1

. 
:::d. ;.rrs. n:!la v;cnt to the 
;L:::.~·H· :!nd ~u~rted sc!·.ca:11ing. t 

.:1 :: ·:- co:m;rsat:on, the o:f;..l· 
t.: ~ s~ :~1, i:!'..! \ 't"C!11tlri tri~d to 
·>:~ ::. ~ ·1 ! n!H~~~:.~ ~on !-:~~c ,~,.~s i:1 i . ' 
:. ~ ... 1!:: ~ =~ h~~:sc H:::t nit;~H 23 .~ ; 
. , :·. · ~~! i:1 an offi~~ cJ cnpn.city : 
, ::i :1:Jd so:11~ti.i:1~ to do wilh I 
: . .:- !:.1 t~: : r~rc4t!on ~:~~i1orit~cs h1 · 
).:·::n::·. Bt:t s!lC cc.tildn't prc
~:~c c:nv i~cn~ir; ca~iun. 
. Ft:n:::~r. sb tc.ld police :VIrs. 
\:!1:1 w:tsn'L a U.S. citize;1, that 
. .;:· v:..;a hnd expired and that 
i : ~ i~::mig:·'-ticn authorities in 
:.:::·\·cr had b~ea C<~ilcd. " 

As::cd for t-or ic!cntiflcniion, 1 

f e woman s~id it was h1 her I 
·.~r p:lr;-:ed outside ihe Riha '! 
. ':''J:~. But s:w could produce · 
::~y a71 Il!invis clrive!~)s l!.~e!\se. 
·;':.t ~!.e Wilson home, the offi-

: ,·.a ·-- o· ()~ 
-= 

---·- ~----

.. - '>- ~ 

ccrs iot:nd ilfrs. t.G:a -"in-· an· evi-;i .'\pparcntly trrrif ie>fi. :\Trs ... 
c..::;t tr<:umatic st:1.te." !IRiha .too!;: fr?m her purf.c 

, ·· ,. t· ;•.-·11 r: \".I'll -,.;-11-s R'"t·a 111Rcgosm's busmess card and · .<'llC. a ... I ., ' • •1 
• ' ' • • , • d - ~ 11 • · '!· r-- ~n ·· " ' t' "'Cd to lr>- I• p.e~cc lOi' someo:1e LO ca mm. '.c o.t"·v•S r ..•. lh ' • _, II T' ll 1 "I "1 

1·- , , ·-, U·· y 1··0 u11ct a i"" of 'I siC en was mc::c.c, wn 1 "'' rs. :0:1.e, \. J.t..:l'C •C ' "'·- • - .. 1 b' · • 1 • n ' 
- 1 • , •• , rj "' "\'C"~l ,,_,"C"-SO<-'·~d! l~llla SO:.> mg as sne •O:u ..,,cgo-
c,nd .. :1. N" • ,, c... ' ~·•<.: 'I . . • l I 1 d 'l ... . ,, ~,· . · t'•o b,-·,..0.,.,1 .. 1·n ~m wna. l~:c l~:ppcne . _..,so 
g.hl.r- p ..:u::. m I·~ ~'1- "" ::. . 'I . 'tl R . - . t), 
1• _ '" • . "'''CS" ,.,~1 - J-.'cr •D· ;:mg Wl .1 -..cgosm aunng .,e .:C1 t.cOlGOm. 1 : . ~ tLoc .. ·> ~• •,. 'f, ,. 
,. . t ... , • ov r +o '"cr noul- :s<:l ·•lour conversa.!On were , 

\, Cl C lh s.Cct e • s; .., :,, ,.] I- • n 1 1 
'd -t• ,. " G 't"•ld C""l-n . , 1 son, ·wnscn r.nCl ~ <hrc man cr " ,o, n:.", c " '"' e • ·n _, · ,. l' 

J • i ors.;y_ .·dei' u1c c:1. 1 wc::s com-
"Having jnvcsligaicd t:l:s lplctcd , police ldt ~irs. Riha in 

matter for O\'? r an hom: and ihc custody of lhe Hansons, who 
"finding 1:0 C\·id.::ncc of loul • took her briefly ·to ihc H.iha ' 
play," Lhe officers said L'1 their :home to Net some of her 

; " ' . d "I R'h · , rcpor ., we auv1sc ,r rs. ,1 a :clothes. They then accompa11-
to return hom~, but assured ner 1 icd her to the Boulderado I-b-
she did noL hr.ve to." l';cl, where she stayed until she 

A pol:ce check that same I ,eft Boulder with her aunt 
morning wir.h the National !\pril 5 fm· New York City. ' 
Crime Information C<:<~ter indi-j: .VISA NOT 11\VOLVED 
catcd ~Irs. Riila wasn't ar.1ong1 ~ Recalling this middle-of-the
persons in the United States il·l!lr.ight telephone .conversation, 
leg<lily, the offic(!rs said. 11R0gosin said the trouble at the 

This was ihe substance of th•~ iRiha home that night "had 
officers' report, according to • ·~ ; nothi:Jg to do .with Mrs. Riha's 
Police Capt. Willard Spier of ! visa status. . 1 

• Boulder. who declined to per- !! • "There was nothing urgent ! 
'mit a P.ost reporter to examine' ~bout her status, nothing press-' 
the report. He relayed verbally I ng, n? im.minent deportation," 
only those parts of the report Rcgosm said. . • 

·he consiciercd pertinent,· saying ' Rcgosin said he was told b,l· 
ihe rest cor.sisted of "personal ii.Yrs. · Riha during the telephon ~ · 
cormnents of the officers." call that night that she had gon.~ 
ODOR STRONG to bed and began ~o sense a 

The odor of ether clingir.g strange odor. As 1t became . 
to Mrs. Riha was so strong that stronger, . she became . very .up
windows in the Wilson home ~et and Slartcd ~creammg, thmk
had to be opened, Mrs. Wilsopl mg she wa~ bemg overcome by 
recalled. - some chemlCal. . . · 

A , M>· w·l k of I In New York Clty, where she· 
na ! : s. . 1 .son. s~o e L is emnloyed at a bank, Mrs., 

angry VOICeS nsmg m tl}C enLry- ;Riha said recently that the 
;vay to he.r ~lOme . as r.7r h~;- ·ether in her room came from . 
,oand c?.nfl omed ~lh~ wno \\aS the vents or under the bedroom 
~1ema:-01.n.g that hrs wife be sent door. - · ·• c:·- ·' ;: _ , 
jhack tc ms home. · 
: I Riha's voice was "angry, bcl-
Hgerent and frightened" as he . 

1 told Wilson that the woman 
1
: 

who had cailcd -police was. 
. Jl ' 1 " L" u c:,' I an mtc 1gence agcn. or .:~e ·'" ·: 

Army, that she was armed an·l · 
the Wilsons were in danger if 
they didn't return his wife, Mrs. 
Wilson said. Wilson firmly re
fused this demand, ordering Ri
ha out of his house shortly be
fore police arrived. 

In a 2 a.m. emergency tele-
phone call made at the Wilson 
home, Ivlrs. Riha talked tr.at 
morning wilh David Regosin, a 

!!longtime friend and attorney in 
Ne>T" '...'v1k City. '"·· _, 

........... --··--
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I 'Her nuso?.ioa'r. l;,ter d. ;,:~. ;>-
pearancc was "so .. 1::thin~~, unu
suai, '' ~·~Irs . Ri:1a t=~..id. "~·;c l{:ft : 
his shaving stuff, his writing ! 
stuff, even bls s~lit( s). I've · 
not heard fro:-n h:m nt r.ll, 
fr:om ihe time he disappeared." I 

Arotlsed from slec') bv a t:!le-! 
r,l:one C:lll 0!1 ti:c ni<~ht oi the ) 
ci.isturb:-,ncc at the n;r.a ho:ne 
was Joim L. 'foc:o, district di-· 
rector of the U.S, Immigratior, 
and Naluraiizat:on Service i 
(INS) in Denver. : 

The call conqerncd the dis-1 
turbance, Todd • said in a re-I 
cent interview. · I 

"I d01:'t recall who it came, 
!from and wlwt was said ... 1 

!The cal!cr was informed that! 
appropriate inquir:es would be! 
nade." · 1 
.(!,\LLED NEPHEW ' · 
, On the night of il!arch 13, . 
!Riha was in Denver ad tele-· 
phoned his nephew to ccrr:~ • 

!and see him, Cerveny, Ri:1a's 
·nephew, said. This was the last 
time he saw his uncle, Cerveny 
said. 

On the night of Sund1:y, 
i\1arch 16, Cerveny sa!d, a Den
ver woman telephoned him 
and said Riha was gone and 
c'idn't have a chance to t~lk to 
J: im. Cerveny was told r.~ · 
\'rould be hearing from Riha 
ind would get his uncle's };ow
er of attorney. He also said he 
was advised to say that he 
knew where his uncle had gone 
and the Riha's leaving 
stemmed from his impending 
divorce. 
SIG~ATURE IN DOUBT 

The signature, Thomas Riha, 
·appears on at least three dccu
htents witness~d in D~nver by 
\vo notaries public after l:is 
•Jisappearance. Shown a set oi 
six p)1olographs, among which 
was a recent uhoto of Riha, the 
notaries could'n't pick out Rih:·t i 
as lhc person who signed the · . · ~ 
papers. 

Received i~ , Boulder a :1 d · · 
~Denver <J ftcr Rihn's d i~appc:J r
bncn, letters signed with !:is .. 
In ~ cohtain glaring rr:i:.: :-;1.· .. -
h some a:vkwnrd gr:un-
matical e:mrcs:;io:lS ;n:,i ; : ~ : ' .· 
accurate addrcs~ ···r 1.:' : · · 
A letter written in tz, :..:: : 
nephew docs:~· ... :,::(·!' •! :. 

niceties of Riha's 1<<>::>" • • 
Ce;·;·cii:i :;.,id. • 

i 
I _ ......... 



... 

• f •• - ··-

... : : . : ~~:::.·:-.:s·~· I t;~o .. •c: '(J, .. ~; .. ,~'f'l Don~lct 
,,., .. ,. I_.J olo •'•• .. ,1.1. '- olll~•• • ••'-•• "-

• . -..· : .• ;.~;,.- ... '- Ll :.mo • A· · f1l1:>d onf a flii'l:1 'at 
'.: ,,, :.:; , . ~"'·rj~"'"· the' 1 ...... tp.;, i.ri10 

. - . • • '" o\. u ~ "·~ - \.... "":' J. • : i U.·~ Lc.::,ra i-::Ht1C. :.;iss L:!bra 
· ·· :~· ::s .: · ~:-.::: ~·~~!lO!llSt. 111 • 1s::id ~!1~ h~s h.3rtrd !:othing fro:n 

. · : .. , ....... l1's \"ri'· I :. · ·" ,,; - "·'· ... , ..... ; · ' c-, 1Lou:::cr 1:oiicc after makit1g 
. • ... : ~":: ; :: :,.;-;. 1\ :~1a w:1s thc.l ,

1

th\s rl'pol't. 
. · · · ....... 1 s"'nl~riv I 

. ~ \. · .. ~ ~ ·"" hh .. · "'' " . :.. -- . Ccrvc:~y s:tys ))~nver De tee'-
. , ::::.: h·:=~-~~''·l !n::~uscs, .l·:\·c Phillip Vil!alo\'CS told tim 

· .... ~ ··w:m.! oi: the nu:1:1ce~ :l:c has been informed that '"re-
: " ..... 1: , .;:. • te··'''<) ·1s well a~ 1 " 1 'd 
• • .:. ... • "· "<>'· ' ' • ;;po:;sibie persons llWe sah , 

.. .: l; : !~:: ,;:;:;:l, H.t:s~l:m, Ger-

1

:\!i:a is all rit;ht and ih<.t ilie 
: :: : .. :J. _-'n-l:c;1, each of l).:)i1\'~r Po;ice D;:partment isn't 
·.: .... :1 ::.:! s;·, );:~ f!:.1c!1Uy. ·., t d · · .(\... e" ci1 

I
~;},~~? procee mLn ,.,,e s ... r . 

:':;.- ~ · ~ t:::::c :m~ny perplex- 10r 1'-:•ia. . 
· · ;:·:::~no::s. of:!C':::ldom Dem·cr police, Detective :\1i::.:e! 
": .::-> i:Ot tn~ i:::l!restd in find- Al:cgt·ctto sc.ys, -encouraged ; 
:: . :.::t \':!!:~~ h::;)pcned to Riha Cerveny to file a missing per-1 
_ .. ::. : .i:::~ cut '.'ague assur- · 1sons complaint on Riha Oct. 28 : 
:.c. s c.: :~:s :;afely m· dc;.ial>\ I with Bo:Jldcr police. · 
,; ;,:::: ::r.v·,dcdgc of ti-.e man. i "The next day," Allegretto 

\'..::.:·.y a r.~o:1th dtcr Riha I (;aid, "Boulder police told us ' 
:· ·:::J·;~::rcd, Dr. Josejlh Smi- , ~~that the FBI to1d them to forge: 
, ~· . · !'::~ .! pr~sidc~;L of CU, said·

1 
nbout ;:ina, because. t~ey knev:! 

•· c:...:::: ~ted "rcli~ble sou:ces" .
1 

,vhere ne was and inat he wa:,; 1 
• 

.: \'.' ,,,;::u:;;ton and was told , · alive and well." 
··::t 1:::1a was safe, b:1t was un-' FBI POSITIO~ 
:,;~ to learn where t~e profes- . But ti:~ FBI here insists. it 
·. ;: was or ihc circumstances · hasn't jurisd:ction in the case. 
: :::s dis~ppcarance. This was det(:rmined w-hen iwo 
·r: .:s p:lst w0c!;, a CU spokes-! inquiries were made as the re-

... :< :;:::d there's been no ; . sult of anonymous p:wne ca1is 
• • 1· ' at. ut R1"na "· received here by the I<'BI Au. ril ~::.:,~r ll':C;U 1') l.oO' '- a, . 

:. : !;•vel oc the university ad-i :1 and again in September, John 
::::.:;;::·utio:1. I :<'. i\lorley, asslstant agent in i 

~:1 3culclcr, Captain Spier ~ ,. :~hargc, says,. •. 

... ys: Morley said, were based on th<: 
I Inquiries made by the FBI,:!' 

. ··:.iy understanding is that fact that a man had b::!cn re.! 
, .::.1 c:is<::>;:cared of his own ac- ported missing ·~under unusuat 
:' :,:-vr bad to-and there is 1 

1 circumstances." 
:: -:;• \::;;_si.ing time !~v!~~;:;,for 

: .~ j::sl as 11:. mis.sing person.: 

.: ... ::-..:'s no suspicion of foul play 
•• . ,• ,,,,n '' ·- .· · .......... -..... 

·. ":t poli.::e Lt. Ralph Ruzicka 
• ,. :i ::1 Bou:der: ''We've bee:1 

• . : · ty ';m agency') not to i 
... ,. "'"t \''t·en ,,.e ~.,lk Lo I ' • • ,1 • .:...>h t S .. I Lu. L 1 

: ·.:;'s :riends and associ:::t.eS: 
: ·. !.c::r il:e facts, they don't 
· . ~ .J np logically, and we get 

. : ;·:'"~~ :!~!:lin., 
.. ::.- c~~; :::cd to identify the 

• ;:,·y w:::ch provided the as
.. . :;::e ~!hout Riha. 

·,:: ::! Ct..rvcny filed a missing 
' • : . . :-::: r,·;:ort on his ur.cle Oct. 

• t.:-: E0:.!der no!icc had noth
• r ::: ~::.1 on the Hiha dis~m·· 
:'". :,:~ . .::C! in their files, Ruzickc. . ' ' 

•! 

' • · • · (;\'d', ).Iiss Jo\'Ce Lebra, i 
~' :_ ... ~·::;!c pro:'essoi· of history! 

' ' ... , :::::s lh~t abo u t Ph 
1 

.. :.:~~::· Hih:l cih:appcared, 
·. :. l Z~:::r CU profc~sors 
'•• ": ::-::::~::l:iiiO;} ~DllU~ ·niiiCi 'tO 

1 "We've placed no restrictions 
ion any other investigative agen
·cies in the area to determine if 
there is ~ny violation over 
which they may have local in
vestigative jurisdiction (in the 
P,iha case)," ?.'iorley said. 11 
; "We know nothing about hirr 
J (Riha)," a Central Intelligancc: 
:\gency (CIA) SlJOkesman in ! 

I
''Dcnver said. "As far as we · 
know, Ril~a left vol~1;ta:ily. We ; 
have nothmg to do Wltn tne man. : 
He has no contact with our 
agency." 

However, CU Professor Ste
phen Fischer-Galati reported he 

. was told by fr.e CIA early last 
c..- ... - · . ... ~ r . ..... __;, 

I 

1:\;)l'il tl;a!; Iti·na wus safe ::nd 1 mother, I'.ir.:;. Ruth Ann C~-:,:~, 
1 had left \F'olur:tarily. Fisch~r- ! s..:~i:ir.g in\o:·m<:tivn l:hc.u: 1::::; 
Gc:lati al.;_o s::id h() wrote the . :c:on. 'l'hc letter ·::as dirc:..::d 
U.S. Jusli'ce Dep3riment April'! pcrsonal:y to Scctt ',Vern:!r, F31 
7 and was told "the matter h~:s I agcn in dwrgc r: ~:re. She hasn't 
been referred to proper govern- heard from her son . 
ment authorities." As they spo!:c warmly of 
~~0 REPLY Riha just recently, his close 

He has re.ccived no reply to friends - m:my of t!:cm rci't:
i: Dec. 6 ktte:·, c!ircctcd to thc 1gce:s from I~urope - sccn:cci t 

!.a:ne dei)~rlm:mt, Fischer- to be tryii<;:; to l>uiid with v:c.r·.::s 
Gabd s::id. the image of :he man they 

Also disclaiming any J;:nowl- wanted to sec again: 
ecige of the Riha case is '!'odd, "Rilla felt positively more an 
of the immigration service American ... as a Czech. He 
(INS) here. have quite bitter memory as a 

"I know nothing about Riha," youth of the German occupa-
Todd.said. tion (durinrr World War Ii). 

But a close friend of Rih~'s Riha probatly developed a C:cep 

I s~ys he ~?ntacted t~e IN~ tWice sympathy for the Russian lib
!toout R1na-once m May or erators. But he missed the part 
:Iune, whe~ he was t~ld that Ri-~when the Communists take O\'E:)' 
.la was alive; and the second (because he hc:d come to mr::·:•: 
..:ime in the fall, when he as:,cd his home in the U.S. by this · 
whether Rilla still were alive time). · 
and there was no answer. At "So simple a man, he cou13 
this time, Riha's friend said, he 

1 
fit any place. 

was told by the IN'S "not to be "He was very illusionary ... 
interested" in the Riha casa. an iclealistic dreamer ... a iio-

U.S. Army Military Intelli- eral-tninking man. But I deny :.t: 
gence "has never been official-~ was a sy:rG':lathizer cf com-
ly involved in the Riha case," munism. He was a man who \ 
said Col. Lynn Fritchman, com-\ ado1·cd everythincr that was tra. 
manding officer, U.S. Army Re- diticnaHy rational. · :. 
gron 4,_ Tl~ilitai'y Intelligence I "Riho wc.s . ~ very reliable · 
Group m Denver. · man. You could build a cathe

~ Riha's friends don't---know cJral on his word." 

\

what to believe-hoping the <\noth~: friend said of Riha: 
. 'Jague-·a·s·surances they have re- 'He was 3n extremely o;~~!1 

' ·' ceived arc valid and that Riha I m~n. He made the impress:o'l 
ps alive and well. But they of an absolutct~ 'rce man .... 
I don't know. not scar.;d of any~hing. He J-:a .i 
'MOTHER WRITES made it in life. He was a to) 

Many of them came to this professor in his line 
country from totalitarian tyran- healthy . .. a fantast;-:: cook . 
nies in Europe, and they as!;: His art pieces were vah1c:d in 
"How can it happen, especially the thousands. He had a l:,ig 1:
in this country, that a man can brary. He was a charming ma<1. 
disappear and nothing can be "Riha was a nihilist, an ::;t::e
kno\vn about him for almost a ist who just yearned for sor:.a 
year?" kind of ... " 

From Germany early this Riha's fric~d paused, consld-
month came a letter written t~ ered, and then, quite simply, 
t~ J.:BI_jp. Denver by Riha'sl added' the one word,.. '.'Go.~~·.:.,_ 

I 
I 
i 
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M~ 196 1 COITION t 
GSA GEN RtG. NO , 27 \'"'i 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

.lvf e1norandun,z 
TO Mro Do Jo Brenn~u, 

\ J 
FROM s .. J·,., Papich · ; ~ · 

. ~ 

v 

• . .., 

DATE: 1/13/'10 

·:- .~ . · : : . __ _ 
.. ' ; '··---· .. : : •. ;. __ _ 

·.:'J~= ----

,_ .. ..: ·~ - :- ----
Co:.:: .i __ _ 
, ,; : ___ _ 
Gcl•· --
Ro.· '·"---
s~a; ·::r. __ _ 
T~v<> l __ _ 

Sc.y =: s ---
1c:r. ? c:)~ __ 
Ho!".<?; __ _ 
:i .:~dy __ _ 

SUBJECT: THOYJ...4.S ~RIHA 
A INTERNAL SECURI~i - CZECHOSLOVAKIA .... ... ..: 

; .. 
/ 

1/12/70 
Agencyo 

o~ operat1onal interest to 

JFK._ Act 6 ( 1 ) (B) 

· With reg-ard to the subject 0 s alleged disappearance~ 
·-----~ did receive a report, which could be characterized as a 

/ ; 
/ ,r 

/? 

NW 55100 

1rumor~ that the subj0ct was experiencing marital difficulties 
\and had left his wifeo The Agency does not have any information 
concerning subjectts present whereaboutso 

ACTION: 

The above information is being di::ected to the 
attention of the Sino-Satellite Section., 

1 Un .. Gr3.y (Mr o Redfield) 
1 Liaison 
1 Hr .. Papich 

SJP et<>-.l~ {I"· , , J 
fJ 0 l~ Ju..tb I I ' ' .~ "'-,. 

(4) 

. ' 

~ :'' ~ :: 

; .3 

~o J/\N 14 1910 

".Oj\) 
~~-" .... ~ '~ N ~(k<j l'"' ___ , ,~ .~ ..;1-\. 
~)v 

2 "7/ . 
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TO 

FRO:O.I 

SUBJECT : 

A;J emorandum 
r j JJ 

Sullivan, ; ·l-1 ... 
'IV 

~j-1' 
Mr. W. C. 

A \•r Gray I • ~ • r • .. J . .... 
( 

THOMAS RIF.A 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(SINO-SATELLITE) 

1'> 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt 

DATE: January 13 1 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Liaison 
1 Mr. Gray 
1 - Mr. Redfield 

1970 

; ,: ·.:. __ _ 

Ccnrd---
F'<>lt---G-:Ilc ___ _ 

?.o:e:~---

Sulhvoo--
lc\iel __ 

Soyors --
T<:l<>.:, " " "· --
Ho l~'.:' :: __ _ 
Gooey __ _ 

Recommend attached letter be sent Attorney General (AG) 
regarding letter 1/StOO to him from Congressman D~>nald G. Brotzman, 
Republican 1 Colorado, referred to·us concerning disappearance of 
subject. Also recommend representative of Mr. Bishopts office 

~...,__.....,... ....... --~- ~~ 

personally apprise -Congressman of facts. Brotzman, formerly 
· united States Attorney Denver, 1959-1962; relations cordial. /r _,! 

Congressman requested information from AG by 1/!.iArao#f \.._./ 
concerning subject's disappearance from Boulder, Colorado,~3/69. 
He noted Riha may have disappeared because of ''domestic complic: -
tions .. " He stated he asked Bureau for report as to what had be~n 
done to locate subject. He wrote that Bureau advised, aside from 
preliminary inquiries, no·investigation conducted. On 12/31/69 
Mr .. Bishop did advise Congressman's office FBI had conducted no 
investigation of disappearance,since no indications of violation 
of federal law in our jurisdiction. Congressman stated during 
course of. similar inquiries, CIA advised it had no jurisdiction 
but understood FBI had looked into matter and might well know 
whereabouts of sub,iect and circumstances involved. We did inquire 
of I I onum4/15/69Um tomug?'t~l~mine if they had any 
interest in subject. They did not. JFK A ct 6 11 1 1 s 1 

Subject, born 4/17/29, Prague, Czechoslovakia, entered 
United States 1947; naturalized US citizen 12/52; served US Army 
1953-1955; attended Moscow Universit~r 6/58-9/59; prior to dis
appearance was professor of Russian hi$tory, University <f Colorado, 
Boulder~ We have no information concerning Riha's whereabouts 
and have conducted no investigation to locateo CIA advised Liaison 
1/13/70 Congressman was told CIA was not investigating subject and 

I not using him in any capacity. CIA suggested he might check with 
local police and FBI, but d:!:? not tell him ~BI was .investig~z~ 

RfC-94 : "/ . . ~~, VI 
In 12/69 Denver received letter from subject's mother~~ 

requesting information concerning son's disappearance[tp?AA~~n 1070 Office replied this was matter not within jurisdiction of Bureau, 
however, offe.red if she so desired to place his name Ofl-.fJureau 's 
?f~sing persons list. SAC, Denver, advised reply received from···· :- · ~, 
f[Ul?~-~ l/13/70 declining to have subject's name plac~d .,.o,t; _l_i?t • 

..,...., .,. ,.., .. J A.J .-.-) ·:..-r;. '7-' /C). ? .. /'r /.. ~ 
~r"'.i!.l.:.:; v- -Enc·l'os.ure~-c-- /- I ?L _, 0 . ·. I {) ,: (' \ 

JWR:kml 1? . 
(8) i ,,. - .... CONTINUED. - ·oVER J 
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Memorandum tt. 11tr. W. c. Sullivan 
RE : THOMAS RIHA 

ACTION: 

(1} That approval be granted for attached letter to 
AG providing him with these facts and advising him that a 
representative of the Bureau will personally inform the 
Congressman of them on 1/14/70. 

1: 'f..._ 

(2) That a representatj_ve of M1~. Bishop's office 
personally contact the Congressman and provide him with these 
facts .. 

\ 

- 2 -
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fJ?-350 (Rev. 7~lt>-t>;,J 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

f:ATF; A t\~~!~T'CD-V---
.. a w::~ Jli~ ~. 1 a ..,., a t:7;;. ~ l& .. 

.. 

. 
Q 
,.., r .. 'li'\ 

1M L1 J 
~on 1 

b\~ u li i1 Qj' !1 

I. 
~ 'By Ff..I::D G1LLICS _ ~r of R:::a·s r:-rvr:y a::.J.,-a-H; ::p\·. :;~·~ fn~m :h.~ t.:, ,~,,;;~ · 
Dcn\'f r "'P ;~'t 'tn~f \Vritt:'r :, ·· t f .. ~ :1·:d , >·-, ~·.: ·~ ~: ~·, l.,•,'!."f' · P-PY ~~~er1! ,,·ho hr,:' b· .. 't')n re-

Dmver Dist. A ltv. :.like i\Ic_i appeared. ~~~r.ed Th'>mas R1ha. 1 quested to iook mto the a:screp
Ke\'iU. said Wednes.day his staff: Some oi thc::;e letters have a · I anc1es between ofl'ic:al_ state-
is conu::cting an "extensive in- ·~ Montreal, Quebec, postmark. j1 ments of federal ~genc1es and 
Yestigauon" into the mysterious : Inquiries at the national leve1: 1 apparentl~ contradJct~ry state
disappearance of Thomas Riha. are being made by Rep. Donald ) ~ent~ which _persons mterested 
'Cnh·ersity of Colorado profes- ·G. Brotzman. R-Colo. To date.: m Rtl~a rece1ved from the~e 
sor. ami is coordinatin" its ef- ;Brotzman said he has received,, agencies shortly after he dJsap-
forts \\ith widening p;obes of ! respon~es from three agencies: ]: peared. 
t!:e Dem·er and Boulder Police! -The FBI. which says it !I At that time, some of Riha's 
D;;panments and the Boulder ~· hasn't and won't conduct an in- 'friends said they received as-

! dis;rict attorney. vestigation of Riha's disappear- · surance from federal agencies 
1 .~t the request of The Denver · ance unless someone comes for- :that they knew where Riha was 
: Post. ir.ouiries about Riha also i w';lrd to indicate that a federal · and that he was "ali\:e and 
i are beif.g continw~d with fed- i olfense is likely to have been -y~~-,., , ~-
1 eral agenci~s in Washington.:, ini•oh·ed. ' The aaencu d. ·d h -,_. 
' D c d th I c d' . ' 0 J I ' OIV ; · ..• a_>: r~u~ 1 ana 1an nn- et."er. acknowledge it has f . 
; r.:::graiH;n ofhc1als. , c~iYed several inquiries abo~t . 
I R'LSSIA.'i HISTORY i R1ha. 

I 
R!ha, 40. a highly respected ' -The Central Intelligence ,. , 

prnfessrn: of Russian history, 1 Agency (CIA), which said it i 

I 

was officially listed as missing · thinks the FBI might have some~ 
1 

j1arch 17 when he failed to knowledge of Riha's where-' 
J appear at his office where his abouts. The CIA spokesman said 
1 briefcas~ stood open amid the agency considered the mat-
t bocks and papers -on his desk. ter when it received inquiries 

1 
On the same day, Riha's l~st March _an~ Ap_ril and veri

-crized art works rested in a fl_ed. tha_t . R1~a s. di~appea:·a!lc_e 
f workroom at the Denver Artl di~!1 t ha\ e ll~~c~ natiOnal 1m~~~~- . 

:Museum, the gift of a Denver cattons ~nd \\as a domesnc 
i '~oma~ ~vho m~seun: officials matter, _111 terms __ of the_ Unit~d 
f . sa~r dtdn t mention R1ha as the I St~~es."· Inquiries directed to t~e· 
l _ 0\mer Gf the art works. CIA were turned over to the 

I
I: Le~s ·than two weeks later, \FBI, the spokesman added. He 

'the htle to Riha's car had been 'said the CIA has no direct 
assigned to a Denver couple. ·knowledge or reports of a rumor 

I : A_nd wi~hin two :ffiOnths o! his . which has col?e ~o its attention• 
! disappearance, hts home m . saying that R1ha IS "somewhere ~ 
, Bmllder Iwd been sold. on the East Coast." 

1 

I MONTREAL POSTMARK -The U.S. Army Intelligence; 
Den . Command, which says it has no' 

. ve1 and Bo~1~der law ~n- personal knowledge of the Riha \ 
, f~rcemcnt aulhontics have m- case no direct or indirect in
' ?t~at~d that m_uch. of iheir effort volv~ment, nor any knowledge 

• appearance. 

(Inchca:a page, name of 
newspaper, city end state,) 

2 The Denver Post 
---Denver, Colorado 

Date: l-14-70 
Edition: Home 
Author: Fred Gillies 
Editor: p a lme. r Hoyt 
Title: 0 

THOl'':AS RIHA 

Character: IS - cz 
or 

Classification: 105-4151 
Submitting Office: Denver 
0 Being Investigated 

·t :!:~oJvcs_~xamm~tton of th~ v~acts surrounding H.iha's dis
lDUS aocumcnts mvolvcd 111 tnc 

1.<-B:·ottn'ian said he is<.~ /0 5"' _ 7.? -<"'..::..-1_..- . ~ 1 1'Jv 
:. ' ' .. • - > {..•lt. . ' .... . .. 
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Director, :CBI 

I ' I I (j 
• J 

; 

T:: :~ ~ ":.~s ~ ~~:~~~l 
r:~:;-o~ :.!;~4·~· r t1iJ co~ ;c~~~ 1-;IZiG 

"i r.:r· c :r.:: I:oach 
1 Hr. Bishop 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

January 14, 1970 
Hr. J..~~lafeldt 
Hr. Sullivan 
Liaison 
:.Ir ~ G!"~~~lY 
ilir o l?odfield 

.J::muary 8 i 
1f170, s:.(~.-Jl~c~c;~ctl ·~-:1 y·o·u :L~~~0~1. (~C7t":T...J';::--r:)~ll1 ~~;:...~i'!~l! ... d Go B:t"Clt~~r.~au, 
t:"'r~~o·••"•r<n. ,... C0'"''-1 o-Y' ••:';·i(·11 ._.1..'"1 n.·t·<:=''.•:':l .·'9'1 ~:r··1·'~-h .(.•-,.--: en,...lO<"'l~',..,. -~ ... .r- .. .. "·"" .. v, ~~ ..... ,;r "•• 't .... ~ .. "" - ..,. -- ... __ ....,.. ...... •, .. t. ... ~L~..,, ~ 'i.Jt • .:."""o 

'.i:':l:;) Corw:r:c·.ar::r~~u.1 had ~m:i::cfi :tor a roply by J•~m.in.ry 14~ 1~70, 

2 I 
/ 1/ 

I! (. 
i I ~i 

i ' 
r 'I { ~ • <C" 

l~ [' 



•• l. 

__ ) ~ ........ . · ~--..· 

1-TOTJ~: .. ..,.:.-___ _ 
S-De r.1emorandum A., 1'fo Gi"~Y to Hr. w. c .. Sullivan, 

dated 1/13/70f 0~--\pt.ioncd as abovw, prepared by JWP.. :l~ml. 

'!':!.~ enclosures attached to the· AG letter h~ve 
been Xeroxed since· tha o.rir~~ .. nnl letter to th-e AG "f.;;ore Burenu· 
ncl.ministrn.tiva ma1•kings<> CIA informat:ton 1/13/70 oht~ined 
from John IJau.ry, congressionn1 liais011, by SA Sam J ~ .Papich .. 

- 2 -
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/ · \lnvfltishor<----V tir. cas'lwr- I 
t:VOCOMMillt· t: ON (';QMMlJNI~t\1JONS 

/\NO I'OWEfl ~;onz.e of ~lepresentntibes 
20515 

l\lr. Cnllaha•• -
l\\r. Conrad

"I Mr.F<'Ii~ 
},\r. Gn\~ ;?'f-)1~ 
Mr. H.osen ~-!,.L--

• l' ( tl' Mr. Sull\1/ -
January 8, 1970 Mr. '1'n~i{l-

•• ~--.· ~-- Mr. Soyars--
/'~oif\CE OF 'iJ Tcle. Room--

Attorney General John N. Mitchell 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue 0 

Miss Holmes-
.· RECE.IV_r::-L- Miss GundY --

'K J ~\ N 1 2 !97G . 
\ "'1))~ ~--Jl 

':........_0i?NEY ct.N't.~.::~.f , ..-· 
. ......,."-<. , -· _,.-"' ·) .!•V 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: ~~~ ~ ( ~~-... *-~' .. ( \/ . ( ....... , - ~ . · - _ \.~~ ....... ~ ...... 
Enclosed . is a photocopy of an article which was published· 
by the Denver Post on December 28, 1969. I have been 
requested by the Denver Post and friends of Dr. Riha, 
who is ~ constituent of mine, to do everything possible 
to assist in either locating the Professor or in determin
ing additional facts about his disappear~nce. 

It seems to me that the interest of the nation in general 
and the credibility of the FBI in particular is not well 
served by the proliferation of a belief that Professor Riha 
is the victim of some kind of international intrigue, if 
suqh is not the case. 

~~ :::P•3 
~~ ~~~ 

~ ' '·~ 
~ ~ ,.., 
~CJ · ~ 6-. 
~g ~ ~~ .,.. . ~ 

~~_: .. ~$ 
~ -: ;~~ .,.. 
«> (\:) -~ ,~. ~. 

<~:> !=:l · <3 en 
~ ~~ .:~ ~ 
~ (...:.a'l ~ 
~ <"'~~·..:3 
Cl> <::-' ::, 9 
c-;,~;j~ 

.§8~~ 
'l:3 .., •'·"" 

Despite the implications found in the Denver ·Post article, ci ~~ ~· 
I think it is quite possible that Professor Riha left -~~~ ~ ..... 
Boulder because of domestic complication1:~'f!qT~~·J.E'!~GE'~&:~~~~' 

· ~· :f-EDtRJ.\L BJ. Oi 1HY. .-:-:: !J.l~:CI' ~ 

I 
In this spirit I last week asked the FBI ~to· provide me, · ~~!s <'io 

either formally or informally, with a ret?ort on what the ~ .......... ;~. 0 

Bureau has done to locate Professor Riha { !; I 'iv~~Nil2:>3i'I9f\} . ~7~·:: ~ 
last Friday that, aside from a file of inquiries made in ...... ~,.'¥· -z.'l-•• 

l; . • •• :(%) ~ c-:> """> 

Professor Riha' ~ behalf, the ~ure~u h~s. r:totjlooke4. Jnto 1 .~-~; :·{ .. ~ 
the matter and ~s not conduct~ng ~nqu~rle~-1~~~-- · . · ·· · .. : :~·: ... ---GE£-- :....-,~;:1~~.;.~-8~ 

I •""<. ll) 'D"'-T·~\I -~ ''· ··~ · ~'~1 
I 

!..~:,•<-4-~~ ~-·..!.~:~.!..= ..,<,Y_,..,_- &::>. ~-. 
I so inlf¥r:tn~L·a. the Denver Post .

7 
; . ( -· "fWE ~il ' r:u. 0!~ iN\~ 8" '"), ~ 

.. J • -.... " ' "''-) 'Cl;f I . t I • . -·- ·- . .- - - . - -·- .. ~ ' , ,.., 
.J,-:;,~·' (:sv , fJ ·,. . - .:· > :~ ... , ~1 ·~ · ~ ..... 

However, in the 'course of similar inquiries o ther ~ ~ ~ ~-
federal agencies, I learned from the Central In elligence ~~~ 
Agency that at one point last year it made some preliminary ~-~~ 
inquiries, determined that no transactions within its a:~~ 
jurisdiqtion \vere involved, and turned over whatever files ~ ~-:~ 
were geyerated to the FBI. CI~ also informed me that it ~ ~ ~ 

l
undersiftands, unofficially, that the FBI did look into the ~ ~ ~-
matterNlurther, and that the Bureau may well know the 
whereatlo~f Professor Riha and the circumstances behind 
his um1sual disappearance-:= c;..z..= ~ . _ '7C:v-J 1-1 · t-

. -~· ·;. / C>..:;; - / a: -'- ~-' f;;~ 
.. ·<~9~_.... 'Iff JAN 19 1970 

I) ~ \ : .. ~:'-
~--. ;-.. ... 
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A·ttorney General Lvli tchell 
,January 8, 1970 
Page 2 

I now appeal to you to look into the matter and at least 
provide me vvi th guidance. I am convinced that the 
speculation will only grow in intensity, and I can see 
no good purpose in hiding behind a jurisdictional facade 
if the Professor 1 s current status can be explained in a 

1 
straightforv1ard manner. Your response by Wednesday, 
January 14 would be deeply appreciated. 

DGB/tj,a / 
Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 
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RESPfCTED C!J TEAC •.. 

11>· !'!\ !l.Ll f:S 
!kn\ lo;~t Staff WrHtr 

!':urly on the mom.ng of 
~!urc~1 \7, l'rt>f. Thomas R~ha '.s 
Oriefc:l2" stood open amid 
.ooks and papers s.:atl<lred on 
he desk ir. !us s:udv nt tm t:ni
tersity m Col~Jrado. · 

This was unu.::ual, hr Rih.:\ 
was known as an orderly attd 
..,rg"nized man, one v.ho d1dn't 
!Pave things at loo~ Pnds. 

But unusual Um:gc;. \\ t-re cl("· 
currmg in the life or R>'H, w. 
'1. rcspc.-crcd Jlffl~t!.ssor of Rus
!lan history at CU. 

The mo-;t unusual c,f thP.st 
was that he \\a"i disappt•ann~ 
- droppmg out of sight from ~.· .. 
home, tus Unl\'<'rSity, lns fnt.'"«.!S 
•.nd !tis rc!ati><·>. 

Did he do th:s by his owr. 
choosing? Did he w:mt to disar
pear? 

Or, d!d something else hap 
pen to R1ha? 

Is he clead? Alive? 
lf he IS ahvc, where is he' 

What is ho domg? 
Mvs:en· buffs would belie\'e 

Ul3t. whc'n a univers1ty poofes. 
sor disappears, police would 

• .. • stru~~le for an answer to U>e 
riddle. But if pohce have stru~· 
gled, there is bttle ev;dence of 
it in the $lrang£" C'clSC of R!ha. 
VAGUE ANSWr;RS 

A Dem cr Post reporter ,.._ 
celved va;;::e :uswrrs frcm o!ft
cers. There l• ~,lk of O!bor 
agencies - umrfcntifierl - tC'

porting Riha to be '"ab\ e or.d 
wen··- romcv.here. 

But wbic~ agcnctes? No on~ 
l\iU 5a\'. 

1-:arl;er on that strange 
March monti:lg: - a :\1onday -
Prof. Hobort Skotheim. who 
shared the CU studv wtth Rtna 
received a telepho~c call fr\1!11 
a woman in Deaver. She w~mt· 
cd to remind Riha about an lm
portant appointment he had 
that day with L'>c U.S. lmmigra
{ion Service in Dem·er. 

Skotl1eim placed a memo to 
this effect on Riha's desk and 
left to meet his classes. 

At noon, Rilt.t fatled to at-
' ~d a scheduled faculty mret· 
' mg. 

l Later that afternoon, a WO'll· 
• nn telephoned, tcll:ng a N'crt 
p-- bry she wanted to ptck "I· r Rdta's brie!ca!'t' because lhl 

profess{)r had b<cn taken to a 
hospital after bent~ inJured II! a 
!aU. 
NEYER APPEARED 

The woman nc\·cr appr>Jrtd 
No hospital recot'd for Riha hos 
been !ound. 

The C\)nccnl fffi"' Rih.."' ll'nny 
· bcg:u> b"llding wll<'n he f:o:led 

to meet h" cli!S:it;S at CU on 
Tucooay, Match JS. A worried 
CU staff mrmher notified ~Irs. 
Riha's attorney, \\ho contacll"d 
Boulder police. 

Page 47 

..... 

P~''·"t ~~ C'x;uwn~ t h" 
ground' nr.d pe•!rr<l throu1;h the 
wmd.)WS of the modest Riha 
hou~n at :r:~s €tit St. in Botll· 
der. \\t,er(' Hlha had r~·n liv. 
ing e:~lune ~mce hts C$lrangeti 
Wife muw·o to a B'Y.!ldar hofei 
more than a v.~ek be~Ole. Po
hce talked to nc:ghbors and. ev~ 
idcntly !tndmg r.othtng amiss, 
soon !eft. 

By the end of t!t.'t wetk, there 
stiU was no infonr.at10n on 
Riha's whereabo•..:ts. But the ti· 
lle to his czr ""'d been zssigned 
to f1 .Denver CCUt>!t:. And a 
Boulder r\•<sl e~tme f1rm had 
... :<:1\·cd a leucr a:Jthor1zing 
!~.h3'S ~ph!·w. 7.dt·u~k Cf:;ve~ 
IW o! !)fmver. to sdl U1e Rlha 
hmne. On both dtX"umc.rit.~ was 
lhr sit:•Jarur~. Thoma\ Rtt'la 
not:>r• ,'fi m I>·· ~ ro1, 

\t ~~~~~ \alllt !.m(f' ~nm· l'lf 
Hit,iJ' art '"'ork~. 3WI'CH~-d at 
$19,605, known to have iy .. n in 
ins house the pre\JClUS Y.N:k, 
re~t('fl 10 a workroom at the 
Dc>m·er Art ~ht.c;cum and wtre I recorded offic•ally liS a gtit to 

1thc mu~cum from a Denver 
I woman. 

In the next two months, most 
•of R1ha's household possessions 
: :md the bo\'lkS .?nd parx-rs in hts 
oH1cc had b£oo~n tran~fcrred to a 

1 hou~e in Ocn\'cr lh~ home in 
Bouldrr had b""n 'old, !Pttrrs 
ar-1 rhrrks appcarr-d. ~~r.nOO 
'n.mn.t~ R1ha. Jlis credit card 
w:tc: U!'!M. for the purrha~f of 
...,. .. rrt~l :hou~ar:d dt.llars 1~ 
m<r<'itandtse in the Den\'er arco. 

One of thr typed letters. daH-d 
\l>•ch 30 and signed with 
H:ha's name. \\as po.\lmarkt"d 
Apnl 8 al !-!ontreal. Quebt'C 
•11! .. Jt-t•t~r was sent to a Hc.u!· 
dcr lnsur~ll<'C agoncy, reqnc.<t
ln2 canccllalloo of an msuranc(· 
·.olloy on Riha's Volk.'<\var;rr. 
whtch the wrttl'l" said had been 
soid. 

But '"''" the signatures rc•llY 
1if)$'! r,( lhha? 
t'tWI'EllTY Qt:ESTIOS 

1: s the handlin& of Rth> < 
pror-<·rty. includmg the worh 
o~ at t, that particularly bothers 
:hl' Jtrn(cs£or"s friends and rcla
tl\ c\, inr.ludin~ hts mother :n 
tirrmany ... 'l'he.!-· .c-laim he 
u.,utdn't gi\'e up some of h:~ 
t:·.,~~t .;-,.,Ions. I hat they --were too 
J···.rt~him. 

On Srp!. 30. Riha was di\'orc:ed 
from his wife, IIana, on her 
countt•rrlmm of c-ruelty. R1ha 
w.t:"n't in court. Before the di· 
• "T'' Wotl\ 1-:ranted. Hina•s attor· 
tll'V £tUPM;0nfod the aulht~nuc:ty 
nr ~l'li''P> l:C' had bCt'n ff'('("iVing 
t\'ilh IUhd s SIJ!D::tturc. Tih~ 
l:I\\'\.'C:" urg(-d n court clarifica

' hm; ~~r th£:' attorM•y's rl'spon
'lh:jllt('•"lnWilrd R1ha sn lh:d til(' 

pruh•s:-nr·~ ll·~dl r1ghLc; wouldn't 
b(' "Jwrrn:tm•mly aud unjustly 
!'!:wnfH:•rf • 

J 

I 
l· 
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VISA NOT 11\\'HL\'"'l 'I'Eitn:cno:o;L~T' { :R:na 111!!1 llnna !lru<kovn 24 

11n N•:W Y~rk Ctty sho:-tl; i><'lor~ 
he look a grou1- o! pro!essom 
oo a tour of I<U><h In the sum
llll!r of J9".,ll. On l:c• ro•turn to tne 
United Stah·s lai.cr tha& sun).4 
mer, Rlha again saw Hana, in 
thls counuy on a student vtSaj 
!rom her homeland in Czecho-1 
tlovakia. Riha, tllen 3~. nlsol 
"'OS of Czech origin, bt-comlng 
a naturalittd 1 i.S. citizen and . 
ncelvlng b\j univmlty t<luca-: 

, lion in this country. f 
j On <M. 13, 1%3, Hana and · 
1Thomas weore m~rned In a I at~ · 
~ a{tern<X:Ml C<!remony al the Uru~ . 
tar.an Church in lloulder. At a· 

Furthtr, sh> told poh~ M", 
Hlha ~r-..'1 l IJ .S .:lt11A!n, that 
her v, exp1rcd an:f that 
the fm!luf. .ton authorities In 
Denver had been c:•llc-d 

Rcc•lhng thts m :-<>1-tl~e-
. r.IP,hl tc!cphnne co lion. 

HL"!a 'J col:eu~s. .:H CiJ a..'l-0! 

A(kcd for her idcntifu 3tion, 
the \\'Oman said u was in her 
ear parked outside lhe Rtha 
boJL,., But she could produce · 
only an llhnoi~ drl\'f'r·, hcent.e.; 

At !h• Wd"'r. !.nn,... the olft· · 

om found Mra. Rilla "in an evl· 
dau traumatic slate." 

• Rc~...,in said tlle tro-. at tltc 
Rihn home that m~h' "had 

lrJOthing to do with Mrs. Rdta's 
. \'ISa stnlus. 
: "'There was nothing urgent 
aboat her status, nothing prrs. .. 
ing, no imminent deportation,,. 

1 Regosin said. 
' llegosin said h~ wa• lola by 
l Mrs. Riha during the telephone• 
-call that night that she had gone 
to bed and began to ••n>e • 
<!range odor. As it became 
strong~r. sJI~ bee 3m~ very up. 
set and startl!d scrcamJng. think 
!ng shr was being: overco:ne by 
some chemical. 

W:s dose Intnd!t d'-scril:;.c tne 
p.roft'!SOl" as a peri' ... rHr;nUt in 
~u things - b:ludm~; bu "7•1· 
111g and spooking Rtho w11.• lh•· 
authar or S<'veral srho.lilrly 
hMks mtd ll!arned trt"sti~5. 1 
and was cnvarf' o( the nuances! 
r.( h1s nati\'C' trmttu: • .as well as 
•hose of English, Russian. Grr-• 
man and f'rcnch, each o! 
whteh he spoke fluenlly. , 

•
1
• weddir:g rcc."t!pUc..n t.hal evening 
a! !he !Jiack IJear Inn in Lyons. 

Dt!~pll.C thc~e. many pcrp!exT 
ing si:U:JiioJ!S. a!!lcJafdom 
~rrns n?t too inlercstP.d 1n !!11d 
mg out what happe"ed to R•b• 
- grinding f)Ut V3gue assur
ar.c..1'S o! h1s $.J!ety or tlc:u~h 
of a.oy knowlc~~· or l!,e man •

1
-Colo., TI10mas obvlocsly was 
overjoyed, Cros.orlng Ius arms 

; and clasping !h<n> at U:o elbow 
• as if rocking a cradle. he went 
1 :lrOi.lnd the room calling out ex. 
'uboranUy !hat the marriage 
\fas "!or all lile " 

' Among tho r:x,eptlon gu<'Sta 

was a Denver woman - re .. 
1 !erred to later by R 1ha a. 

Aft" talking with Mrs. Riha, 
the officers retu:ned to her 
hotnc, where they fou.•d a tar of 
tthcr and several ether·soa~.ed 
&•ur.e pads in the bcdrol'ers in 
her bedroom. These items later 
were turned over to ht-r Boul· 
dCi' attorney, Gerald Caplan. 

"l!avmg investigotcd this 
tl1a!t~r for over an hour and 
lmdmg no e\'Jdence of fouJ ' 
play." the or£irers said in thciri 
rtiJOrl. '""c ndvased Mrs. R1ha 

~ ~':[:;,~~~~~:;.assured her! 

A police check that same I 
morning wiUt the National 
Crone lnlormation Center tndl·j 
catrd Mrs. R~ha wasn't among. 
per.tOn> in th, United States il-• 
legally, the ofltcers said. 

: In New Yo .. < City, wh<>re shr 
is employ«! at ~ bank, Mn 
R iha said recently that the 
ether Ill her room came from 
the vents or under the bedrcx.:n 
door. 

• Her husband's l.o~r ·!aap- I 
1pearance was usomcth1ng unu
sual," Mrs. Rlha said. "lie left 1 
his shaving 1tu!f, his writing 1 
slll!f. even his suitls). I've i 
not beard !rom him at aU, 
from !be Ume he diSappeared." j 

Nearly a month aft.er Rilla 
disappe•red. Dr. JO<eph Sm• 
Icy, !hen president ol Cl', ·"''" 
he c:ont8cted ··rdiable ~o:t- .. '9.!' ' ' 
in \Va,hington and was toM ; 
that .RJha was ~ttfe, but was .. :n .. 
able to leam w},f•re the prof••:. 
sor was or t~ cJrcumstar ·, .. ~ 
o! his disa~pearor.cc. 

!
"Colonel" - wilh whom Rlh• 
di.'cusscd·at lenglh \he brintMg 
of hiS nephew, C:rveny. to 
this eauntry. Ccreeny then wu 

I in Vienna afler fleeing !rom 

I 
Prague in Rus.ian-occupied 
Cuchoslovakia. 
ADMITtED TO U.S. 

About a month later. Cerv<ny 
was admitted on temporary 
nattU 1<> the United States as a 
Cl.:ch reluC"e, through ar
rangements which C.rveny raid 
wer~ entirely normal and rou
tine. 

Rlha's plans !or a marriage 
"!or all hie" didn't take root. 
Shattering !or h>m and his wife 
w~ events at their home earlv 
on lhe morning of March ~- • 

At about 12:30 a m., c.ue•l.! 

This was the substance of the. 
of!tcers' r.port, attordlng to ,. 
Police Capt. Wtllard Spier of 
lloulder, 11ho dcchnt<l fo per
mit a Post reporter to etamme ' 
lhe report. llr rrlayed vcrballv 
only tho"" pa!''.l o! the report 
he <OJL<tdert<l pcrtinctll. saying 
the rest consisted of. "personar 
comments of tbe officers." ' 
OOOR STRONG I 

The odor of ether clinging • 
to Mrs. Riha was so strong !hat 
windows In the Wilson house 
..ad to be op<ned, Mr3. Wtl'~<>n 
rttalled. 

Aroused from !leep by a t.el•·• 
p!looe call on the night o! tho 1 
disturbance at the Rilla heme 
ws• John L. Tedd, distnct dl· 
rector ol the U.S. !mmt~ratlon 
and Naturalitation Scn·>ce 
1INSJ In Denver. 

The call coaeerncd !he d!s-
1\lrbance, Todd said In a re
cent Interview. 

"! don't recall who It c~me 
from and ,.·hat was said • • • 
The caller wa.• tnlormed that 
appropriate lnquirie.c IVould be 
made.·• 
CAIJ.El> !<'EPIIEW 

Oo !he nigh\ of March 13, 
fti.~ wc.s in I'.-i-r.·.-~ a.rd teL-l """' ieaving a parly at tile And· Mrs. Wilson •poke o1 

home of CU !>role,_..,.- Rtchard angry V<>Jccs rismg in the entn·. phoned his nephew to (<)tne 

And Mrs. Wtlson. next door 1o way to her home ., her hus- and sec him. C.rvcny, Riha's 
the Riha3. One o! the guests, band conlronled Riha who was nephew, .,;d. This ,. •• the hut 

Thts p~st wo,•k, " CU spo~e,. 
man s~td thcrt·!\ btcn no 
!urlhcr mquity cm-o:n RJh<t at 

,the ICH! .i t~t> unr\·er::-n,· :.us. 
ministration. · 

! In Boulder, Captain Spter 
says: 

''My undorotandlr.~ !s that 
Rtba <itsappcare<l of ... s own ••· 
<»r<i-<lr had t~oct there !S , 
M use wastmg Urn<" loot.tng !o.r 
him j:•st ld a. Jl\l .sa~ pcntln. 

1berl'!·s m $t.!\p&:icr or foul p~..ty 
u~~ "Jace."' 

Bur police :.t. Ralph Ruzic\:• 
ays: in Bou.Jd.<!r· "We've brt'n 
told thy ·an a>,-,ncy') not to 
.-qm·. But when we talk 1<> 
RJha·~ frl(~r.d.s and a'isooa· ~ 
and hear !he f.1cts. L"ey don't 
't:lnd up '""tcally, and we get 
tFOtriecf 8C.tl0.,. 

He dechned to Identify the 
agtncy· • hicl! pro•·idcd !he as-' 
surance about Htha. I Profes.sor Robert Hanson, saw dcmandinJ1 that his wife be sent tirne he saw his uncle, Cerven•· 

Mro. Rlha •tanding at a ftrs!· ' back to his home. said. • linttl Ct:rvrny Ill«! a m:S.•mg 
floor wlndow ID h<>r home, R h • 1 On the night of Sunday, ~"''"""' rcp<>rt on Ins uncle 0<-t. 
Oo.l!ing her tnns •nd crying !or II ' as •·odce wa• "ang:y, be~• March 16, Cct'\·cny S.1td, a Den- :3. lh. Bouidl'r po;Jcc had no~~-
belp. glderewn! •"" lrtghtrned" as he ' ver woman telephoned him mg O!llCl.ll o:t the Htha d"•l>-

Snow was still on L'le .. "'""d , to 1 """ that the woman • ~ranee m thci" hies, Ruzicka 
•·--· wl10 had catlt<! P<>li<>! was I and said Rilla wa. gone and satd. 

~,.!;~:':pullra~d ~:~.o:~~~~t an inlelligrnce agenl of the U.S . dt<!n't ha>'l! a chance lo talk lc . llo...,vcr. Mio;.• Joy<:e Lcbra, 
Army, !hat she was armed and him. Cerveny was told he an associate pro{ooror •!lusto~ 

the window. A atrong edce- of• the Wil•ons were In danger 11 . "'ouldbehearingfromRiha •t CU. says u,a'tab';,ut t;~ 
ll'bal he thought was chloro. ; they didn1 return his wUe, Mrs. · and would get his uncle's po~- ,....,ks alter Rlha di:mppeared, 
:~~- clun~t heavily to Mrs. Wd"'>J1 sntd. 1\'il<on firmly re-• er ol allcrney. He also said he me and !our CU ~rcfcssors 

!
, Wl!h the aid ()f WiiS<l!l, Han- fused this demand. ordering Ri- was advist<l to say that be ~;we Information about Rtha to 
son look the distraught woman ha out nr hL' house shortly ""- kn~w '::~ereR~~:.unclle bad gone Bl"Jlder Patrolman Donnld 
li> the Wilson horne. lore police arrived. an ! • .,. ""' s t a vi n g .'Jps, wbo filled o.Jt a !orm a~ 

; POLICE ARRIVE In a 2 a.m. emergency tel•- ~.;;.~ from his Impending ~ie Lebra home. ~hss Lcbra 
A Boulder police car soon phone call ma~e at the Wilson . ~a1d •h• has hea"f nnthmg from 

pulled up !O the Riha house, borne. Mrs. Hiha talked lhnt SlG!'~ATURE IN OOUIIT Boulder police alter making 
with Patrolmen Douglas J. Dor- momtng with Oal'id Regosin. a . The signature, Thomas Riha. ;this report. . 
Icy end Jlale Stange, who said longtime friend and attorney in· a~pears on at least three dO<U- I C.rveny sa'< J)en•·er Dctec-
I>OIIce had been called by an- Nrw York City. ments wi!/lessed In Donver by tttve Phillip \"lllal<>•·os told him 

: olh<-r woman in !he Rtba houS<'. l _Apparently terrified, Mro. • two notaries publ!e alter his he has been inhmned that "r•· 
,_. In their olficial report, the of· Rth:t look from her purse d!sappenrance. Shown a set of spollSJble JJOn:ons" have said 

_,1 fleers gave thiS version of · ... ..in~;~:~': · bu:sin:::c C:'lr- ~."ld .. - .. 81;. _ph~tographs~ .~rnong~·h1ch Riha is nn rtS!,ht and th:'ll the 
1 ,events: lpleoded for someone lo call him. was ~ recent p~ofii_ oiT<Illa. Inc---ncnverJ'Oitce Deii:irtmcnt i>ll't 

n,., woman met them In front 1 11le call was made, w11h Mrs. noU.nes couldn I P>.ck out Rtha able to prO<:ced witlt the search 
o! !be Riha house and told them '~a sobbing a,, sho told Rego- as !he person who stgned the !or Riha. 
Mrs. Riha had locked herself in Ism what had happened. Also papers. Denver police. l>ctcruve ~like 

'her bedroom, from which ether lalklng wilb ltcgosin during !he , Rcceivt<l In Boulder and Allegrrlto ~•Y•. cncourag~d 
•fumes were coming. When she ha_lf-lmur conv~rsation were 1 !Denver alter Riha's disappear- ·Cerveny to ,Ill<· a mi.stng per-
and Riha threatened to break I' Wi"on, ll.m>on and Pstrolmant lance, letters signed with his ~ns complaint on lliha Oct. 28 
U>e bedroom door, !he ..-oman Doney. All<'r the call wns com-1 -name conU.in glarin~ mi,.pell- !with Roulrlor r><•lire. 
said, Mrs. Riha went to the 1 !Plett<!, police left ~Irs. Rllta in ings, some awkward ~ram- 1 "The nr.t d.w." Allegretto 
window and sltl.rtcd screaming. i1he cu~tody or the Hansons, who m3tical exprcs...;mns and an in· said, .. Rnuidtr r){•hrc lofd us 

In her ronver.a!Ion, the of!i. :took her briefly to the Rlha accurate address lor hts llumc. lthat !he FRI luld them to forge! 
cers •aid, the woman tried to !home to get some o! her A leUer wri!len in Czech to hi.< !about Rilr.!, l,...·ausc !hey ~.new 
gil·e the impression she was In !clothes. They 1hcn accompan. nephew doesn't o"""rve ti><' 'whert he IV~S and \hat he was 
the Rtba hoeS<! that night as 8 led her to lhe Douldcrado llo- niC<>ties o! Riho '> nauve 'l""'rh, :ali•·• and "'<II. • 
person 1n an olliclal capacity 1 :el, where sh• stay«! untU she Cerveny satd. 
and had something to do with ,len Boulder wilh her •unl 
the· lmmigraUon authorilles In IApnl 5 !nr Nrw Yort Ctly. 
,Dcn•'l!r. Rut w collidll't pro-
<!uce any kletrtillca:lon. 
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FBi ;osrrm~ A . · 
But lhe FBI here Wta It 

hasr.'t jurisdiction in the case. 
This was determined when two 
inquiries were made as the re
sull of anonymous phone calls 
received here by the FBI April 
3 and again in September. John 
F. Morley, assistant agent in 
t:harge. says.. 

Inquiries made by the FBl. 

I
Morlr) said, were based on the 
fact that a man had been re
I ported missing "under unu,ual 
• cir<'umstances.'' 
1 ''We've placed no restriction~ 
lcm any other investigative al(cn
i c1,•s in U1e ar~a to d~hmnin~ if 
jth~;e Is any violation over 
t which they mav have local in
lvestigali\'e juri&dtction (in the 
IRihs case)," .Morley said. 

"We !..-now nothing aiJout h:n• 
(Rihal,'' a Central Jr,!rlligence 

Ag~ll<')' W!A) spokesman in 
Denver said. "As far as we 
know. Riha lcfl ~oluntarily. w~ 
have nothing to do with the man 
He has no comact with our 
agei!Cy.'' 

I.Jov;, ICI', ('!' Prof~s~·,r '>te 
phCI1 Fisr.her-iiaiati ref>Urtr-d he 
VJQl told by tf<P CIA ~arly iast 
April that Riha was safe and 
hal1 left vomnt::.-ily. Fiscr,er
Galah a~ said be wrote U1e 
U.S. Justi-ce Department April 
7 and was told ''the matter ha~ 
been referred to proper govcrn
·ment au!horities." 
NO REPLY 

He bas received no reply to 
11 Dec. 6 letter, directed to the 
same department, Ftscher
Galati said. 

Also disclaimmg any knowl
edge of the R iha case is Todci. 

1 o! the immigration service 
I (INS l here. 
1 -"i know nothing about Riha," 

I
Todd said. 

But a close friend of Rih<i5 
says be contacte<l the INS twice 

1 about Riha-{lnce in May or 
iJun~. when he was told that Ri· 
ha was alive: and the second 

I time in the fall, when he asked 
l whether Riha still wer" all\,. 
and there was no answer. At 
this time. Riha's lneml ~a1d, h~ 
was told bv the lN~ "~ol to be 
interested'; in the Riha t•asc. 

U.S. Army Military Jntelli
gcnce "has never been ol!icial
ly involved in tile Rilla case.'' 
said-Col. Lynn Fritchman. com· 
manding officer, U.S. Army Re
gron 4, Military Intelligence 
Group in Denv~r. 

Riha's friends don't know 
:what to believe-hoping the 

1 ; yague assurances they have re· 
\ 1 ccl\·ed are valid and that Rihil 

:mother, Mrs. RUih Ann Cook, 

l sr.ekiug ir.lormauon about her 
son. The letter was directed 
i p!rsooally to :;colt Werner, FBI 
i agen in charge here. She hasn 'l 

!heard from 11er son. 
As they spoke warmly of 

! Riha just recenlly. his close 
friends - many of them refu
gees from Europe - seemed 
to be trying to build with words 

: the imag~ of the man they 
wanted to see again: 

"Riha felt positivr.ly more an 
, American . . . as a Czech. H~ 
1 have quite biller memory as a 
youth of the G<!r. · .n occup; •. 
!ion (during World War II). 
Riha probably developed a qe•'P 
~ympathy for the Russian lj~
erators. But he missed the -part 

, when the Communists take:O\'er 
!because he had come to rriak~ 
his home in the U.S. by this 
time) . 

"So simple a man, he coultl 
lit any place. 

, ''He w~s very illusionary ; . . 
· an idealistic dreamer ... a I\ h
i eral-thinking man. But I den~; :1P 

was a sympathizer of ('.:m-
• mm>ism. He was a p1an who 
; adored everything that was h a-
' ditionally rationaL · 

"Riha was a very reliable 
·man. You could build a cathe· 
; tlral on his word." • 
t Another friend said of Rihs:: 
; "He was an extremely oJien 
! man. He made the impregsion 
i of nn absolutely free man ... 
1 not scared of anything. He had 

1 
made it in life. He was a top 

• professor in his line . . .. 
I healthy . . . a ianiasiic cook. 

I His art pieces were \•alued in 
the thousands. He had a big !l-

I
brary. He was a charming man. 

"Riha was a nihilist. an athe-
ist who just yearned for some 

I kind of ... " 
Riha's friend paused. consid

ered, ~nd then quite simply, 
added thP 0!'<' word,_'·God." 

... .. 

tl~..,... "i"O'fiiEft\Vifi'Jr .. S .. ~-- .~..,. • .,._,_,.,.,... __ ""'.,....-·...,..,.-..,.,._.,c.,.,.,.,...,.,..,.,,~~"'=----~·---.,,..,,.__,A._>.,.,._,..,.,.,.A--~- -·--t•------~ 
alive and well. But thev 

on't know. · 

1' Many of them came to this · 

I 
country from totalitarian tyran· 
nie~ in Europe. and they asl;: 

1 "How can It happen, especially 
in tl:is country. that a man <·an 
disappear and nothing can be 
known about him for almost a 
year?" 

From -Germany enrly this 
month came a lett~r writlen to I the FBI in Denver by Ht:.~ < 
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St'BJECT : 

t ~ lffONAl f~ ).M ... 0 . lO 
,...~Y 100 romoN 
GS .. {', !f.! . U G. NO . 'Jl 

c' 3010-106 

U:-\ITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

]\;[ ernorandu;n 

THOMAS RillA 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(SINO-SATELLITE) 

DATE: 1/15/70 

'l ol.·or:--. 
!<·l.o •d•-L 

A
:·:·'['"' . _7 ___ _ _ 
'''"' 7 ---

flc.·f~:~~ ---
/co\~n --
Con:~d---
Fclt __ _ 
Gale __ _ 
Rosen_. __ _ 
Sullivan __ 
Tavel __ _ 

Soyar s --
Tcle. Room __ 
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy __ _ 

• t , 

Rememo of 1/13/70 from Mr. Gr.ay to Mr. Sullivan 
wherein it was recommended and approved that Crime Records Division 
orally advtsed Congressman Donald G. Brotzman (R-Colorado) that 
we have conducted no investigation regarding subject's disappearance 
and have no knowledge of his whereabouts. 

Robert Tonsing, Administrative Assistant to Congress- \ 
man Brotzman, was fnrnished this information orally on 1/14/70 by ,;· _ 
Inspector Bowers in the Congressman rs ·absence. Mr. Tonsing was//;'Jf 
most appreciative of our prompt handling of the matter and asked if-'" ··' 'f 
we would send the Congressman a letter confirming this information. 
Enclosed is an appropriate letter. · 

RECON1MEN"DATION: 

That the enclosed letter be sent. 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure / ·:·~ , 
1 - Mr. Bishop- Enclosure ·· 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
1 - I\1r. Gray - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt - Enclosure 
1 - :M. A. Jones -· Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Bowers- Enclosure 

' ~· v 

" :~ 
•. ·"- , 



--. 

.J 

. '\ ,. ... 
I./ ' ' .......... \ ,:·(.-' r r. ,_·i · .. 

r-.. )· ·. v 

9' 
:_oach __ _ 
ilf~ts __ _ 
h: ___ _ 

.o~op __ _ 

:r~~~---
~H~h.:n __ _ 

:;,t'Hi ----·il ___ _ 

.:~~o:, ___ _ 
1.! '1'Jn __ _ 
lo'•·l ___ _ 

.,_,o•• w• ••••• 

Eono:ra.blt': Donald G. Hrotz:marJ. 
Irl":JtlSo c~f ~:-i. -G-1-:.treseutatt'" .. e!J 
"""t' '' ' • "1.-.. ... .. , r~.~: .... lh. 
t'ir.L;~;lll"(j,:~~:t:Jl1, 3.) • ;_. • ,a\J ~1 t.J 

e 
l'' ~· J 
\ •. j 
.-1~ 

Thi . .s wHl confirm inforrnation orr-J.l)' ItU'-: 
.r:.ished on J::U11.:.a.ry 1~th to you.r Adrtllni.strative .l~.ssictn.nt, 
'i: .. 'f ·t~ -r:•,..,:-.t·~-,.,.:,. ~"'>•;•v"!l"<"'"J' h-(• -~~·y -.... d.~'·'\';~O,.,..O::il'ifat'··h·~ u"v,· r";~'"-0'"'~1:> J..~, .... h~.._~,.,_,..,~, l.•..tl-.... ...; -1~;,.,. r..':J llt .r..~~~ .. ~-·-:-..~ .. u,._ ......... c: ... '.lv s. \;.ao.J!. .... li.Mt~· 

to you.-;:- .1;;-:i:tc~· ot Jm1l13.l.""J 8.t:J1 which wns. rderred to this 
}.}creau ~:o:t• han~Uing by tt1e Attorney General. ., .. 

The FBI h~t cor1ducted no investigation \, 
... ,...jn, .. arr'~:·••:t the ... H~~~ ... nl.':\·"r-::.ot-;"'~ o!; D'· "".l~!·::.o:··-.~.~ ..... _ ..... _ H.i;1a F'll~ l:."'e " · • ...,\.,-~ 4\..,....., -.c.-..... cJ - \..;...t.t;JI-&r..t_a~.4. .• ~·~- .......... '-•'-" .a. ~ • w - .._ ~ '""' -- "\. 
. • • • '.. t~ j! • , ' • •• ' -, • • 1 w.ere lS r::o nKu{!a ..... on oa. vw ... ~.n.o.u 01 any .~· ec.cl'a.i. JZ.W 
-r.rJthh1. cr:.:r ji:tl"'isdiet.lcn. VIe have .iJo kuov.rle;.~ge c.oncerning 
D J.~. Hiha 's v.;!hereabc.mts. 

The D:anver }[DI r'ield O'Ifice has t:-een 

1 
1 -
1 

Sincerely yours, 
'l.: Edgar Hoover 

Denver Field Office 
Mr. DeLoach (detached) 
Mr. Bishop (detached) 

1 
1 

Mr ,; Sullivan ( detaehed) 
- M:t"';'"" Gray (detached) 

1 - Mr. Malmfeldt (detached) 
1 M. A. Jones (detached) 
1 Mr. Bowers (detached) 

R£C- 94 

__ ..._._ ...... _,._ .. 

,-~ 

.• J l 
~·r: ,. /,-.. ,{7 
t ./ I 

NOTE: SeeM. A. Jones to .Bishop memo dated 1/15/70, captioned ''Tho m ~~ s 
Riha, Information Concerning, (Sino-Satellite). " 
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t OPl"IO:At. FORM NO. 10 . I 
MAY 1 ~5' i.~lTION " ' 
G~A f·••r."'tR {!f CFR) tO'f-ll,t. { \ -

~U~I'fED STATES Go~·~Ni\JENT 

Jldern·ora1zdu1n 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (105-78256) DATE: 

1/15/70 

I 
SAC, DENVER (105-415l)(C) 

I (', 

SUBJE ~· TH01'1AS RIHA, aka. 
IS - CZ 

\ 
\ f 

Re Denver letter to the Bureau, dated 12/29/69. 

Enclosed herewith is a letter of acknowledgement 
to subject·' s mother, Dr. RUTH AJiJN COOK; to acknowledge 
her letter of 1/11/70. 

·Also enclosed are 5 copies of an LHH, which 
sets out Mrs. COOK's letter to the Denver Office of 
the FBI and in which she mentions her son 1 s work with 
CIA. 

6'- Bureau 
2· - Denver 

i:V . 
(Enc. 6) ( RH) 
(1 - 105-4151) 

LDN/lld 
( L.l) 

(1 - 47-3190)(TANNENBAUM) 

' . ~i 
/U ; -

\ .. 

... 
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UKJTED SI'ATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEI\AL BUREAU OF IXYESTIGATION 

!11 Ileply, Please Refer U> 

File No. 
Denver, Colorado 
January 15, 1970 

'I'HOMAS RIHA 
.Also Known As 

Thomas Andrew Charles Riha 

The following letter dated December 29, 1969p was 
sent by the Denver Office o.f the Federal Bureau .of Investigation 
(FBI) to Mrs. Ruth Ann Cook. This communication acknowledged 
th~ receipt of her letter dated December 5 1 1969 1 received by 
the Denver Off:i,ce on December 10, 1969, concerning the disap
pearance of her son Thomas Riha. 

Mrs. Ruth Ann Cook 
Ca.sa Lido 
Brissago 1 Ticino CH-6614~ Switzerland 

Dear Mrs. Cook: 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated December 5~ 1969 concerning the disappearance of your 
son 'rhomas Riha. 

Please be advised that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has no jurisdiction in matters of this nature 
and we are not able to conduct an active investigation 
concerning your son's disappearance. 

At your request we will place a Missing Persons 
Notice with our Identification Division in Vlashing.ton, D. C. 
If · you desire us to do this, please advise. 

Very truly yours, 

SCOTT J.. WERNER 
Special Agent in Charge 

'· ,. 
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Thomas Riha 

On January 13, 1970~ the Denver Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation received a letter from 
Dr. Ruth Ann Cook, 6232 Neuenhain/Taunus, Sophienruhe 14., 
Deutschland, dated January 11, 1970, and addressed to 
Mr. Scott J. Werner, Special t>'lgent in ·Charge of the 
Denver Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
This letter states as follows: 

"Frankfurt - (Illegible) 
"General Hospital 
uJan. 11th 1970 

"Dear Mr. Werner, 

unr. Ruth Ann COOK 
"6232 Neuenhain/Taunus 
"Sophienruhe 14 
uneutschland 

"Thank you so much for your kind 
reply of Dec. 29th to my letter concerning 
T. Rihafs disappearance. 

uThank you also for your offer of 
placing a Missing Persons Notice in Washington 
D. C. for me. 

"My sole concern is of course for my 
son's safety and well being - but in view of 
the information which has reached me recently 
on rumors of my son's CIA work and some strange 
happenings at his home in 1\ia.rch 1969 I do 
not know whether it is in his best interest 
that I should request such a Notice. 

'! am very sick, Mr. Werner with 
double pleurisy and have lost-since I wrote 
you-due to my sickness one eye sight - having 
only barely recovered after cancer. 

·~ wish I could talk to you and 
ask your advice - in this grievous matter. 

"Perhaps when I recover shall I 
come to Denver to seek your counsel. 

"Thank you once more 

"/s/ Ruth Ann Cook~ 

- 2 -
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Thomas Riha 

• () 

On January 15, 1970 1 the following communication 
was sent by Scott J. Werner, Special Agent in Charge, Denver 
Office 1 FBI, to Dr. Ruth A11n Cod;: in response to the above 
letter: 

~ # ,. , . , \r_.... ...... 
-'11 

Dr. Ruth Ann Cook 
6232 Neuenhain/Taunus 
Sophienruhe "i4 ______ .. :: ··-· ~, ~'"'' _ .. 
- ~- · - . ' . .. "'" .., . .. ~ J ........ ..; .... ~. ..... .. ... ~ "" • . 

Deutschland 

Dear Mrs. Cook: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of January llt 1970. 

Pursuant to the request in your letter 
I will not place a stop notice with the Federal 
Burea.u of Investigation Identification Division 
in Washington, D. C. 1 concerning your son Thomas 
Riha. 

The FBI is not permitted to provide counsel 
to indivj.duals regarding their problems and I would 
suggest if you feel you need legal advice that you 
contact an attorney for such advice. · 

Docld:32989553 

Very truly yours, 

SCOTT J. WERNER, 
Special Agent in Charge. 

PROPE...'f\TY OF THE FB! 
This docwnent contains nei'ther 
reconunendations nor conclusions of 
the FBI. It is the property of ths 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it
and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

- 3* .. 
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By FRED GILLIES u _ (,t:inr~d of the Czechoslo\·akian-:Go~n !;!~?-

' Dcm·er Post Staff Writer fessor. 
,. She sat across from her attornev in his 0 raw B Ian k 

downtown Denver office and spok~ in an She said Riha is in :\[ontreal. Quebec, 
offhand manner. but she has no address for him. Riha has 

"Tom <Riha) will be here sometime in made all contacts with her and she 
January," she said. doesn't contact him directly, she added. 

It seemed very matter-of-fact. e\·en cas- Canadian immigration officials in Den-
ual. And yet the Denver woman's remark Yer said this week they were unable, 
came during the inten·iew like a fitful through their extensive contacts, to .fo-
w!;:.d roiling the heayy air of mystery . . t 
which for 10 months has surrounded the · 1 t~te Rd1a m :\·[ontreal or any part l>f 
clisaopearance of Thomas Riha, professor l,anada. ~ 
of Russian history at the University of • :VIontreal telephone information said 
Colorado. there's no phone number listed there for 

Riha vanished March 17, leaving no ~homas Riha. And officials at the t:niver
trail except what can be found in letters s1ty of M?ntreal say they ha\·e no knowl-
.and documents which have been appear- edge of R1ha. . . . 
ing from time to time. The' authenticity Mrs. Tannenbaum Said Riha was m 
of many of these papers has been ques- Denver late in A-lay and again last sum-
Honed by his attorneys. mer, staying each time for only a day or 

R J. C fl' t two. _e ~or 1 s · ~ n l c . The professor, Mrs. Tannenbaum said, 
R1ha s hous:, his car and ~Is art wor~s . came to her door at 2 a.m. one day in 

have been disposed of, With what hts May with his flight bac in his hand. Dur
fr!end~ call "untimely h~ste." Fe~c_ral ing his Yisits in :.1 ay ~nd late last sum
~genc;es apparen~ly have ~ssued conrhct- mer, she said, Riha didn't contact any
mg _reports, at ~Imes saymg they ~now one else, including his close friends or his 
~ot~m~ about R1ha, and at other bm~s nephew, Zdenek Cerveny. 

·· mdtcatmg they have knowledge of h1s Riha had acted as a sponsor when Cer-
whereabouts. . veny came from Vienna to Boulder in 

Denver and Boulder pohce say t~ey November 1968, as a refugee from Rus
; have been assured by federal agencies sian-occupied Czechoslovakia. 

that Riha is "alive and well." But they 1 · 1 

decline to identify the agencies. To See AHorney 
· The Denver woman, who has predicted .Mrs. Tannenbaum said Riha will be com-! Riha 's return here, apparently is the only ing to Denver this mon!h, m:-1 inly to assist 
, person in the Denver-Bouldet· area who her in personal matters and to see the 
, has said she has heard from and seen Boulder attorney involved in his divorce. 

Riha since he wns officially declared Rilla's vi~it here also will serve to clear 
missino- under what the FBI here up ''all this innuendo." said Mrs. Tannen
aekno\~ledaes were "unusual circum- · bamn. alluding to what she said were im
stances." " plications in the news media that Riha· 

"Tom fRiha) will write or caB me (be.- mi~:ht t:n longer lw a1ivc and might be a 
fore he comes to_,.Denver this month)," victim of foul piny. 
~:-~id :-.'rs. C:,'•·:· ... ;~Pnrnbaum 248 Logan \\ iih a waYe of lH'r hand. :\frs. Tannen-

-.. ~~ • • 2 .; - .. ~-. • • .. 

· Si:., who dr:-.eribed herself as a longtime oaum smd she knows notlnng uU~ 
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ac!ir;:ti~~ in Montreql. . _ ·A!so adding an air of mystery to Riha;s Extensive Probe ~· 
"I don:t ~?ow wha~ he's domg; I ne\·er sudden departure was the discovery of ~er Dist. Atty. Mike McK:vztt ~nd 

asked lllm, she sazd. She added, how- place setting on his kitchen table-a cereal. his staff recently entered the n~vestJga- [: 
ever, that the profcssor must have some bowl other dishes and silverware, ap- tion, saying an "extensive" probe IS under ~ 
means of ~uppor~, because "he has money pare~tly set there for a br~akfast he way. These efforts are being coordinated r. 
for plane tickets. never had. with stepped-up probes of the Denver and f. 

'A Perfectionist' Friends of Riha saw this unused place Boulder police departments and the Boul- ' 
When it was mentioned that Riha's setting, when they came to the Riha .home der district attorney. . . , l 

friends had described him as a ·periec- · March 16 and p~ered .through. the kitchen Last week, McKev~tt smd he s . be:n ~ 
tionist Mrs. Tannenbaum smiled and re- window, after Rzha failed to ptck them ~p told by the Denver pollee-who he sa1d re- ' 
spond~d quickly: that day for a dinner engagement m ceived their informatio~ fr?m ':two na- ~ 

Yes, she said, Riha was a perfectionist Littleton. tiona! sour~es"-that R1ha 1s ahve .. Me- ·~ 
-in his leaving Boulder. Then she threw Seen by Others Kevitt declmed to name the national ~ 
back her head and laughed with her The place setting also was observed, the sources. !: 
wh~le being. same day, by other friends who stopped At the request of The Denver Post, in- ft:·· 

R1ha left Boulder, Mrs. Tannenbaum at the Riha house and got no response quiries about Riha have been made at 
said. "because things were pressing in on when they knocked at the door. the federal level by U. S. Rep. Donald G. 
him"-at the university .and at his home, Close friends of the professor say it Brotzman, R-Colo. l 
where he was li\'ing apart from his wife was his custom since he'd been living 'No Res:~uest' fi 
~uring divorce proceedings. , alone to set hi~ place for breakfast the The FBI in Washington told the congress- ~ 
·\Early in the interview, Mrs. Tanm1n- night'before. man it hasn't, and won't, conduct an in- U 

1\aum disclaimed any knowledge of h!tw Could the place setting have been ~here vestigation into Riha's disappean:nce, un- ~ 
Hiha left Boulder-whether by car, train 6n Saturday, March 15, w~en. fneilds less someone comes forward to indicate ~ 
or plane. Later, she said, without elabo- Jrhoned Riha repeatedly, begmnmg a~ 8 that a federal offense is likely to be in-
ratiOn, that she picked up Riha's car at h.m. and continuing throughout the d~ volved. 
th_e Stapleton Ir.terna.tional Airport after .i.lnd got no answer? On the same d1~' FBI officials in Denver echo this state-
RJha left Boulder. Title to the car was Riha failed to attend a meeting of hic:tor; ment. They also decline to say if Scott !: 
transferre_d. April 1. to .a Denver public professors in Denver-which he had ~oted Werner, special agent in charge here, !· 
s~hool official and hzs Wife. The notarized on his calendar pad has .received a letter known to be have ii 
SJg~ature. Thomas Riha, was on the Litle Denver and Bouider law enforcem~>nt been sent to him by Riha's mother in r 
ass;gnment. . authorities are examining documents in- Germany' seeking information about her ;: 

.Ac1rs. _Tannenbaum sa1d she has known volved in the transfer of Riha's house his son. ~ 
R1ha smce HH.7, when her former hus- car and art works ' The Central Intelligence Agency !CIA) f. 
band, who was then in the U.S. Army, N · J. informed Brotzman that it thinks the FBI ~ 
helped bring Riha from Europe to the ew Documen,s might have some knowledge of Riha's f 
L"nited States. She also said she knew Ne~v doc.uments and letters are turning whereabouts. But the CIA spokesman not- ~ 
Riha in Chicago, where Riha was on the up \~Ith misspellings and awkward gram- ed that the agency has \'erified that Riha 's ~ 
faculty at the L'niversi•y of Chicago from ~at:cal expression~, similar to those found disappearance doesn't have intt'rnational ~ 
1960 to 1967, when he came to CU. 111

• od1er letters, szgned Thomas Riha or implications and was "a domestic mat- ~ 
Even as ~Irs. Tannenbaum was pre- With other ~ames. ter, in terms of the United Sta:es." 

dieting that Riha would be appearing in Checks s1gned w·ith Riha's name and 'fhe u. S. Army Intelligence Ccmmand i 
Denver, there were de\'elopments suggest- purc~ases made with his credit card after denies any knowledge or inYo;r.,;ment in f 
ing that Riha had had no intention of he _dJsa~peared also are being scrutinized. the Riha case. f 
Iea\·ing his Boulder home suddenlv. Notams public who certified the Thorn- • Alive and Well' ~ 
Calendar Notes . as Riha signature on some of these docu- But then there are conflictir.g reports f. 

.. . . ments ha\·e been shown a set of six 
Found amon~ R1!1a s . papers was hzs photographs, includin one of Riha B · (:rom persons of high integnty in hh e ~ 

calendar pad. Notatwns m the two weeks thev haven't been bgl t . k ·R_hut .(loulder and Denver communities. Ti~se 1 
before R'h d. d · 1 d · · a e o p1e.· out 1 a t 1

. a ISappea:e me u e remmd- as the man who sianed the docum t P,!rsQns say they contacted the D. S. Izh- t 

ers to wnte for tax iorms and the time Another Denver b notar ' ublic e~ s. migration and Katuralization Sen·ice t.' 

and place of appointm~nts and dinner en- tified one of the Riha ~g~atures wsa~d c~; FBI, CIA: and "reliable sources" in Wash: f 
gagem~nts. These entnes, many of them was most anxious to talk with a D ington last spring and early last summer 
made m advance of the event continue p t . enver d . -
through Apr'l ?- 0 f th ' . os reporter about the RJha situation. ar. were told that RJha was "alive ar.d 

1 ~o. _n~ o ese entnes, on But the notary failed to keep his a · t welL" 
}!arch 11. reads, '·dmner Colonel." Riha ment w'th th . . ppom .

1 

. 
had been known to refer to Mrs. Tannen- 1 z e repol ter. \\ ~e~ eont~cted In the ]J~ht of these conflicting reports, 
baum as colonel. . at~r, the nota,~y z:versed hJs 'posztion, John N. Mitchell, U. S. attorney general, 

After examining these entries friends :f:_Ymg t h~ ha~ nothmg to off~r: ' ~t was has a~ked. the ~BI to take another look at 
and co!Jeagues of Riha sa th ' t t. RihJs ~o aty w o made the certlflcahon on the Rzha Situation. 

Y e no a IOns a s power of attorney conveyed · "It 
are very matter-of-fact and hardly appear~~o a Boulder att ' 

1 
m .. a . k • seems to me," Brotzman wrote in 

to be those of a man who is contemplat- orney ast August. par.Uo_ Mitchell, "that the interest of the 
ing a sudden departur·e from his home naho!l m general, and the credil:;illtj vi11ie 
~~?- 1foc:Ld: 32989553.. .cR~ae-~9 

., ., 
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f.tBI:_ .lp_J?articu1ar, is not well served .~Y _the bed covers in Mrs. 11iha's bedroom 
· the proiiferation of a belief that Prof. Riira----m:'te later turned over to her B.::n};}~"-St
is the victim of some kind of international torney. 
inLrigue, if such is not the case. ·• At one point, Hiha was rebuffed by 

mighbcrs, ~hellt>ring his wifl'. when he de-
Eerie Proiogue rnanded 1:.he be returned 10 his home. 
Setting an e:>rie prologt:e for Riha's dis- Just recently, a !\cw York City aUor-

appraranre were e;·ents at his home early ney r.nd longtime fo:bnd of J\.lrs. Riha, 
on the Sunday morning of }rarch 9. about said in a td(•phone com ersatiou from 
a week before he was declared missing. ?\ew York, ''There was nothing urgent 

r_ Emerging from the Boulder police re- &bout ::Vlrs. Rilla's yisa status that night, 
'>'port of the disturbance-only parts of · nothing pressing, no imminent deporta

which ha\'e been made aYailable to The tion." 
(>Denver Post-are these highlights: It was this attorne-y whom Mrs. Riha 

-ii:Irs. Hana Riha, then the prof~ssor's telephoned the night of the disturbance, 
wife, was pulled out of the bedroom win- pleading for his assistance as she sobbed 

(>dow of her home by neighbors as a ~trong out her story. 
odor of ether clung to her and she was ).<'rom New York City, where she's em-
sc!eaming for help. ployed in a bank, :\1rs. Riha said reccnt-

-Polict> \Vere called to the Riha home ly that tho ether in her room came from 
by Mrs. Tannenbaum, who police said the vents or under the bcctroom door. She 
was in the hou~e with Riha at the time said she b~gan screaming when she 
of the incident. feared she'd be O\'ercome. 

-Mrs. Tannenbaum met police in front 
·of the Riha house and told them Mrs. 
Riha had locked h£!rse1f in the bedroom, 
from which ether fumes were coming. 

'Unusual' 
She said her husband's latm· disao

pearance was "something unusual," not
ing thai "he left all his shaving stuff, ,,. d' ;:,creame his writing stuff, even his suit (s)." 

-When she and Riha threatened to · The search for Riha - spnnning the 
break the bedroom door, ?l!t·s. Tannen- nation, reaching to Canada and thrusting 
baum said, Mrs. Riha went to the win- into Europe - seems never-ending. One 
dow and started screaming. lead seems to spawn several others and 
· -Mrs. Tannenbaum told police Mrs. : much of the information ends up e.t what 
Riha wasn't a U.S. citizen, her visa had ; law authorities and interested persons 
expired and the immigration authorities I term in their frustr.ation "a blank wail." 
had been called. 7virs. Tannenbaum has said the end of 

-2\-!rs. Riha was "in an evident trau- · the search will come here in Den\'er this 
m;ltic state" at the neighbors' home month. 
where she had been taken. There are many persons-law-enforce-

.. =.L\_E. of ether and several ether- ment officials, Riha's friends and col
soaked gauze pads found by police·~lfJJgues - who hope Riha will .~:J-

. pear here. 
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THON\J\S R!HP-. , ·ur-JIVDSlTY OF COLORADO RU551.AN HISTORY PR0 1:ESSOR 
liis'·=--re'f,jn'l 'will serve to c:lear up "all this innuendo,'' his frie;od-r-..:~~. ,. 
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nv 1\NTHO:o-JY RIPLEY 1 
:!>)•tc"a.l to r;.p !\tW Yor~ 'l".rnp:: ' 

l'IC'l!Ll''~;{, CC'lv., _Jan. 18.-: . 
A c /.<';:h-: ' l i"·i :: !:~octate prates- · · 
c;.:,,~· <,f p~- .. ~ · ~~ ~ · f~t!ssian hist:)r:., 
h:: t; tli : \:!l(~ .. 'dl't\d frc1:1 t!lc Uri::.
vc:-":tv oi (.. .. ;;n·.!~.k <'?.<:' !hlS. 

Tb; :1as lti !~<:, ·'0 ;. . ·::~s c.l:!. 
\;."'a~; 1~~ ..,~ ~:' ,'n nit1 · ~ ~''lnt ;1<; ~!gO. 
1 I~ !~·ft t h..; t . .. t:. .-~~· . :, ~ , ~: :,: t1ll , }'_. 

· ""~~·~lf"nthr leJ!c B·)i ... Hn~ \V~t!-. 
}',jl;;·.l:'ld ieit ;: my.::rc 1 ious t~--::i. 

\\ h:!e i~ ·:·• ,· .Js and f~l : , ... , 
·r:.:nll.j' rp-. .;l,.!i S !<'ar that ~~~.
fc ,;:or });l,:t n:.>-y ''"'dead, po,1c. 
(·'P+·'s i'l Bu..:ld--r and DcnYi!:· .;:1d ti~~ f~rmer nr~• . .;idcnt of ti:" 
~;1:' ctsitv, Dr. 'Jo~cph Smiley, : 
<:11 lt!..,i."t-lw is :1!ive. 

'fh:,· say t c''V have ~rok~;': 
7o 1 r~·"1~n~ible norsons 1n ta .. ! ~ ; 

Fcd:-•·:l'l Govcll1:ll:Onl' who lun.c· j ; 

Felt ---·--
Gale-----
Rosen 
Sullivan ----
Tavel 
Trolie1 ----
Tele. Room--
Holmes -----
Gandy---

''·'~\: cd ther,1 of t i1<' professors . 
1
. 

s:l~l'l)". 'J h-:>y li!lJ~Cd t_o ,-:;!y, 1 
: ~ ,, 1 

,,jth·.~r pub!id:.' or pnvatcly,: ( r· The- will W<>S wil:ness~•d b·i 
,.,.;;., their ~m~r< <·s wen:-. · i ; , !A Mr. Cerveny, who later rc;mdf-

In \\'il;,h:nr,trJn, Ulc Feder"'! 1• • • ;-.;, ' " :: • . ;, .ut ati:!d it in DcnYcr pro:1ate 
1; 'l''(';1U of hv<'.:ti,r;ation, t!:e l n"l n·'t'."·· Ga"t".'": '.• ' ·.·.m~r:baum • 'I COUit. • . dl Prof. r.l'hor.~a~ hila • ... I 
I ~'(·;;tr«l Ir.tdH[;~ncr: f gency ;:n --- -- - -~-. .....-- I . Anothet' fl'it>ntl or Mrs. Tan-
t:l~ Stale D~p:•.;(mcnt all dray -------------;_ I· Judr; ,1cnt :-:~till Unp<ilU ~ r. ' nenbaum's •. I\1r.~.- Barbara Eg-
l:no\·; :ng anytru:1g_ about the Prof~ssor Riha's lawrrr,. 1 F ,

0
, •• :- .. -

11
is (\is:.

1
·mea:-ancc, bart, 51, d:cd Sqt. 13 of so-

,. -... ,.~d •: ·o~h;t 1t mau be a 1 E H '· f Bou1ae1 I ' 0 " ,. .. . , • ' • d' . ' . . " -1 "· ·· .... _,, J Ric.1ard ·. op.:m~. o • • . ., · ., . 1 a cou·Jter-suit. !U:11 cyem,:e p:)lsonm... ' 
· 101 :•! rolice m:mer. . . shvs he i!> s~JS;:>iciou '; of th~ I :.Irs. Rl ·la. l>•·:c • . '.t' · • rc-' Both cie:nb:; v.re listed as 

I . !':·elcssor Hiha, born m1 si~natures and tne Jet~t.:rs. l She: won 1t Oil Sept. ••0 and \ suspicious by t:1c Denver poli;~e 
l
1
·..t·•uc, came to the Udt('d. ·Th0:1gh 1fr. Hopkins h~~ n· ' ·cciYed a S5,0·Jll j 'Jd;~ment. and are undrf investigation.\, 

I ~ =··~~ .. in 1!).17. Hu became a i ~~ivcJ letter~ sign:;d by "T:1.0~n-j Her J1us!,~,d did not appe~r~ · ·· 
n:~ru :-alizc~l citizen, and re-I ns R!ha," r.e sa_ld, ··r si:>lj)ly 'I b court, and the judgment jS • 'rhe ~Vashington Post 
,,p:;-.·:1 his b:HJ:C'!o:'s an-! r.Y\S-1 cl0:1.'t know ·wne!.:ler I've hea:d .;tiii t:n;Jaid. T1mes Herald--------
t"~·~ 1:r;;n:( '> <.t th .. l ' a:v(.'rslt}- \ iro:n him.': . ~ . ··;;,e profL.;sor's ll!'phC'W, Zed· 

1 
The Washington Daily News ___ _ 

r.i ColifOinJ:l at J3,·::1{•.:lc~. 1·.1: Dr. S1r~!c~·. 11ow p_resweT'Itl , n.:: 1~ cc~·wr~v, of Lvons, (;o!o.,j' . . . ) 
1 !Jil2 ht~ rl.'cr-ived a docto~·atel ~: the limy;t:sity·~~f, ~?,::a~. -•;.! 1 r .:une to the. T;:;utcd 'sta.~es f •·,)m 'fhe Evenmg Star <Was~mgto.n -
f1 ,1:a Harvard University. I )~) I'::so, saw ,1;: w ... :. ?.s~ure_.:. a" I 'czcc~oslo\'"' -~ fl)l•o"·J·n" tl·e The Sunday Star <Washmgton) ---:It> ta\1g:1~ at thr: University tr.~ p"o'esso··'s safe ty "o\' wnr.t , " ' · .... · " ,, ·• 
,,r Chic-:!',',0 and at. l'.1arburrl I ·c·· ... ;;;id~~ r~::,lbk sources" .!nl Rm-~ian inva~ion in l!JJS. Daily News <New York) v.- . I l' 11 • ' • I • d' l'ni·;: ri'it v, in Wo:-st German:', Wa~hingt0n. •r..owm:;: !l!S vnc e ~ ~~·ap- Sunday News (New York) -----
ldn• r- milvi:Jg to t:1e Universi£y ,:I re:)Pat m·,r real regret ·.hat pec;rance, ;.1r. C~rvany . saul 
of Co1o:-?.do in 1967. . ~~0L'"~6nd wll?..L I J!<:ve: Mrs. Galyn T~nr:cnbaum of New York Post------::::--:::-

tl :~r:, t l:> • · J. -- :,.._' D<>nvcr, who:n he l•:1d met The New York Times --?~ -::::, r; Dis:;pr"'l ted Suddenly · sua, 1:-e s<ud m ."· tclrp:loP~1 ' · : l ti1rough Profes:;or Riha, cal!ed i · 
l'!·~.;c·:;sor Rih::t disappeared te~vicvr. "A confrdcnce IS st!.l a: !Jim a;;d said 1:mt t!JC professor The Sun <Baltimore)-~-----

:;o ~;:tddcnly that, thcug:1 nor- coni'iC:.:mce:' , -.,:oP:d n0t b, b;>ck. He said she The Daily World ________ _ 
! 1~!:v a IW:1l <lnd precise :nan., Pro~cs;,or Riha's former y;ifc 

1 
asked them to dispose of his 

b: fcit Jl:!I ~on11l p3pcrs scat- 1 .\'~'S in Brcokl•·n. The forrr:r.r t personal c~fcct:> .. The New Leader -------
The Wall Strccl Journal -----

1": ~ :1 c.n l:i,; \miwrsitv drsk 1 
- _ ,_ ·~J --~ 'so born 1

1 
In the wllov,;:ng weckc; the 

wh"t e he !: :~1 been prrparing lhna H, us.,o\ a. ~~ "s a. . ,. , pmfesso1·'s cc>r ar.d house were 
n:~ income tw. iil Czechos:ovc.kta an~ 1s l;,i' sclcJ and Jt:s furniture anJ pa- The National Observer------

0:-!tY c,p~ person has main- vears you:.::;er than tne pro-1 1 pcrs transfc:·red t0 Mr~. Tan- People's World---------
t~ir.cd th·1t he has been s<'cn fessor. . .) rwnb~um 's house in Denver. Sh3 Examiner (Washington) ------
·;'no e ltis disappe<:ranee the At t'ha ti:11e of his dlsap- • turned OW!' SW.OvO worth of 
Wl'<'k",1d of ~\larch 15-16. 1bat pcarance !:!1~ had been f.C'I'~ ' !)is small art collection to the 
i~ :-.!r>. Galva 'fannenbaum of fro:-:< thci" tome for a ,~-·~·.< 'Dc>nver An ?11useum. 
!l"O:\'I'r, an ex-convict who ~ays a~ter a Stof:!~Y scene in .. Wil'('•:• Mrs. Tanncntnum, who sprnt 
s

1
.;:;> !:as spok<'n to him and that a neighbor ::.aid she ! ;~'::: t" . r-are th<m two year:> in the 

l;c i~ in Mont.r£>al. 1 him, witi1 her clothes sfn-:::imJ' State Pcnitent:<:rv at Dv;-i!!ht, 
A llUmhPr of Jrttcr~ nr d ·- . f cr '1 e- \~a:,. Iii., after r:'.e<tdrn~ guilty' to 

· ·:l'dit cards si~ned "Tho~1tS of eCner, s!'!ou m.., s.J . , fcr;?.cry nnd cn·.bezzlcmcnt in 
!':!,;,.'' ha\'e turn<'d up, a 1d afraid acquaintances were tr)·,l:>:i9, prr31'r.ted I\Ir. CcrvPny 
r1:u:h <•f hi-; personal propct:ty \ ing to kill her. . I with t;v~ pb_tols and :;~id s.h!! 

.l.J.'i b~cn sold or ,given awav. At. ',he time,Profcssor R1ha !J;J~! was f! vr:i!adJC'r general m mth· 

1 ' f""d dt'\ oren n·•;)t:rs to tary mtcll!<:C.,cl~. a rL'a{... V , .. ~ r .. ~.. ~ ;, -' . .. -. t "t' t . • ' • . .. . th marria"e , ._..c J.o. .. ow awat •ng n,l,

1 

end their· nve·mon ., ''FC'b. H in D:>nvcr District Court 
· on t.harr '.'s of forging a wiil 
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foJlowim; t!'P. drarh of Gustr:v "' 
'. In;:,•a·r~.rn. 78, a friend \u:-,ol 

·- !..-d of p •;i: ·: -ium cyanit~·: pui-
"4 : :'"L-:"..! :!·J: . J 1c 
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SAC~ :C~nver (105.,.,.<:-151.) 

D:!.x-octor P J?BX (105 ... 7825G) 

.. ··/JFK Ac t 6 ( 1 ) ( B ) 

.,.... 
oo~ 

~;-:") In ~ubsequent communicu tions- concerning this t'!a tter ~ ~! ~ 
you should delete the charactar of XS .,.. CZ and use the cha.racte~ ~ ~· 
of th:i.s letter" ~:~ ~ 

~ .... ~ ~ 
c---.~~ 

Unlc8s additional pertinent im':ormaticn is developed,~ ;~ ~ 
no i.nveoti~at:tou n1~C!d be ccn<~uc·i;ed by your of:i:!.cc., If o.t'ki1.... ~ ;..:~~ 

• -"' • • • • d • "'-1 • tt ( <l ".:: t'l,)' tional pcrt:tncnt :J.n. ... or!:m:c:t..on :t.s roceJ.vc concarnxn~ t; u.a ma ·e~ ;;; ;:g 
it nhould promptly be -fUl"nished to the Dureau by llTh'Io . ~'-~~:--

~~/ . --'' /J~· 
Enclosures - 8 ·, "J. ... ~~ u,:r- cz 

1
. ' · 

~v u ~ ..... -IP'ot»o~ ~.;.:s:"<U"'il»).~ 

Tol s~n --
L <•Loach --

t ·~ohr---
Sh;ho;>--
CaJp••r--
Callahao -
Conrad ---
f'•·lt----

!.:·:! Ja,·nn---·;,.,,., __ _ 

JWR:sef 

I
~ .MAILED 3 

~~i~~o 
19 ,JAN lS 1970 

\{;(5) t ···\ 
:eoTE: - Subject a nrofessor at the University of 
d ·i sa 1Jeared in j,!a~"Ch ~ ~ 1939, it first b7in7 repo:·~c~ 
·- }\ P-: ·1· 1c ~~ 9 nuxiles disclosed thn:t a c o.ue ~..::.me :t.n .tl.PL"l. ~ ~· '·-' " 

Colorado9 
to us 
subject 

NOTE CONTUWED PAGE TWO 
.-
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,.... 

·' ue 
Letter to SAC 1 Denvex• 
n::;;: -· · 'l1im.IAs IHHA 
105-'"/8256 ·. 

NOTE CONTJ.HHED: 

-~F~ Act 6 (1) (B) 

WN1 of F0!'1.? :LnterCst to CI.!-1. On 4/15/::9 J I I 
I rtbat subject bnd not left the u.s. and had been bnving 
dif~icul ty w:i. th hts ·wife nnd "rnn mn·,y :l'rom her.'' CI.A. advised l 
the story or rumor indicntin~ subject may bnve ~one to CZ w2s J 
wj_t:hout :founrl:ltion. In 12/69 Denver received a lettel." fr.om 
subject's mother reauestin~ -information concerning subject's 
dj.sa!'!X:!urrn1cc~ D(~nver re:_Jl:i.~?d this w~s n_ matter not >.'J:i.thin 
the jqrindictiQn of the Bureau; however~ oftered if she so 
dcsh.~t"!d to plnce his name on tlle Bureau's m:tssi11g persons 
lJ.st. SulJ.ject' s nether 1 .. C!pl ied to otu~ 7J.;nver Office on 

· 1/13/70 ~eclinin~ to hnve subject's name plrice~ ~n the list. · 
0 11 "1')/?"'/f')q t:·-,··t1P r---=·nvo- T.!o<•.L. II ~ Q~c:\l.. 1v no·u~n"P'"'l ... ·ln u·~r~·--ve"' • -.'1.1. • .1 .... i\.Jt . ...., .... - .. ~\.:;.: l rc.-.J. ;,;. •·-' \, t G-~ .,_, ... .., \~'t.t, .. J~, :· :;.l ~ • •. ._. i. L .t.. , 

Color~dot publ:!.shed a Ienrr,thy article concc·rning the disa_ppear·
ancc of subject. By letter dnted 1/8/70 Congressman Brotzman, 
R-Colorado, ulso reqPested inf ormation concernin~ subj ect's 
cU.sr.:.i)pe::u·::u1ce fL'Om. t he AG. We~ have condtc.:ed no invcsttcr<1tion 

· of subject's disa-ppe~rance since ther(~ are no indications. of 
a violation of Federal law in our jurisdiction. 

.. 
2 
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FBI 

Date: 1/20/70 

Transmit the following in ---------;;;;----:---;--:-----;--:----------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTI:L 
Via----------

(Priority) 1 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, DENVE~ (105-4151) 
J 

{,/ ) 
THO~'iAS . RillA ll •/ f\·. J. . ( 

f(.. , 
MISCELLA~EOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

4 ri7' ~- ,. -. 'tl _,. 
':f' .·V· . 

{! '; f ,.('' ' •• ~ - - ' 

/ 
'J~ ( ,_. . .. , /I 

, : ~ -:
1 

. , A .~..-·l 1 I 
\/ ·-' ': -~~~ 

ReBulet 1/19/70. 

This morning _F~J::]?~':_~IL~I~§, r:-ep~r-t;_er. f_ol~. the_ J'-'i !i ~ ~ ~ ~. 
n'Q_e_~:y~~ .?ost," Denver daily newspaper,. ·telephonicallY(; " ~ · ~- ~ 
contacted the Denver Office. {_ ,/; · \7 ~? c ~ 

~ .. .. -· · ~~~~~~ 

_ (By way of background GILLIES has \·;rri t·ten . !;}:~= ~ 
articles which have appeared in the 11 Denver Post'' con- ~ l.~ ... 
cerning the so-called mysterious disappearance of THm·!AS ~ ~ ~ :." 
RlHA. RIHA, a naturalized American citizen of Czech birth, ~ ~ ~ ;: 
~-J.as a History Professor at Colorado University in Boulder, ~ ~g :: · 
Colorado. He disappe-ared in Harch, 19 69. Copies of those : ~ ~ ~ 

1 

articles have been furnished to the Bureau). ~ ~ E£. "'.:. 
~ <"~,:-+:~ s 
c '"" ~ { . 

GILLIES spoke to ASAC JOHN F. MORLEY in the [r-tf~'{ . 
absence of the SAC. He said he had a copy of a let·ter which 0 ~....., 
the Bureau had written to the Honorable DONALD BROTZHAN ...._.,~ :£ _, 

• • • <:-+.. --~ ~ '~ concern1ng the RIHA matter, wh1ch was a letter 1n reply ~~~ 
('"1'- r.,:, <:) 

·to an inquiry directed to the Bureau by BROTZl1AN. ~ c<>-:: 
~ ~~ --~ ~ 

The Bureau had previously furnished the Denver • 12: · f ~ 
VJ " • ... l 

Office a copy of i·ts 1/15/70, le·t·ter to BROTZNAN, as ~vell ~ .. ,_,. g; ,·:, ~~ 
as a copy of BROTZMAN's 1/8/70, letter to the Attorney ~ ~ • 

j General, and those letters had been read by MORLEY upon !: 8' ~ ~t' 
receipt. In order to confirm whether GILLIES did i~ fact ;_~ ~-~1 
have a copy of the Bulet, MORLEY asked him to read 1t. -

if
- GILLIES read the le·tter and there is no doub·t it \vas t~. ::.~ ~· 

- _. - in fact a copy of the Bup.e{lu's l/15/70, conununication. __ .. 8' :--:~:t ~ 
--... . 1~"\J ~\ • j.. . /0 .-;,·-.;_. .I./ .,.,-; ::' . ·; .-:::> :::. -~ --... :5 

f?r ,- I\: ~ Jt ~ "' , d a #" ~ ..... ' -
0 

~ ~"> C ~ 

--~)------ 1~-Bureau (RM) (AH) -....~ \(f..\f <j!-'1 / -;" ·.-· -- . · .. , } r-1/ ~· :':t~ ~ 11 '2-Denver (1-105-4151) ~·l7:J ,~"~~~1-~-. -::--~ 
~4 JFl1:hg 1-l~'J-3190 Ga ya lannen i (, -~ ;~ ~~ 

'<~ ( 4 ) .-....#''i•; ,,__~ ~ ' I I :r ~ f• . ;-~ ./.~ ~- t ... '!,t·_ ..... __ .. ~ .R ... I.·"cl."'""'i ,..,. -~ t ~:: 

\ Aoproved· ..... _.. - Sent -------M Per - ~~l·-·· ~· , \w 55f~:(. ~kiJ:~~~fi?Ji~~Ah~~utf ~§arge ·~;N~~;:-~ -· ·. '· ·" ~ 
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DN 105-4151 

GILLI~S then told XORLEY the reason he was calling 
was to obtain the FBI's comffients in Denver concerning the 
letter. MORLEY advin~dGLLI~S the letter was very ciear and 
self-explc::matory and no fur·th(=r comn:ent was necessary. 

The above is bein:r broup,ht to the 0.tten"'cion of 
the Bureau for cor.mletion of t;1eir ±ilcc and also so the 
Bureau will know a· copy of their corr:.municCJ:tion ~1as for·warcled 
to GILLIES of the rrDenver Post 11 by BIWTZHAH. 

BROTZt-1/',;~, a current U. S. Republican Congressman 
from Colorado, is a for•mer U. S. At·torn-:::.y here in Denver. 
Local indications are BROTZMAN will run for re-election this 
year and the 11 .Denver Post 11 is ·the larg~s·t publica·tion in 
Colorado. Also BROTZMAN is a resident of Boulder, Colorado, 
where he maintains a la\·J practice. RIEA, the subject of 
his inquiry, was also a resident of Boulder, and, as indicated 
above, associa·ted with the Colorado University faculty ther•e. 

Denver is conducting no investigation in subject 
matter. 

The above is submitted for the Bureau 1 s information. 
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(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

r-: ... ~ '~" t:.r. ~ ~~A1;7~tr.:! \· ,.,, 3 ~ t;;;; 
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H:: I f!LD G1LUJ.::S 

:XEW YORK - Her normal:y expres
siYe eyes went suddenly dull as she sat 
in the Czech restaurant on ::\ew York's 
East S:::e c-:1 this c.o:d January night. 

''I b-:lie\·e Thoma~ mav not be alive -
he does no~ h".:i1 write hls mother," ~Irs. 
Hana Riha said. 

The words came hesitantlY. and she 
stared fixt:dly at the door at ·the back of 
the res:aurant. This door, she later dis

_r· \ · 1• ·: 
1:.x •'.:~.xcen .. r;t 0£:-:v:~. 

Ti:e pro:l ssor also had a strong a!t:Jch
F11en~ to his Boulder home and especiaily 
~o hts art works, l\Irs. Riha said. \ 
· "His home," she said, "was like' a 
castle. He once sa!d no one could thn;w 
hil.n out of his home. If they would. he 
sa1d he would be back in 24 hours.' He 
nen::r would have left his job his home 
his paintings. Kot this way.': ' 

:\Irs. Riha quickly dismissed the claims 
of .:\lrs. Galya Tannenbaum of 248 Logan 

closed. has a special significance, for it ~ver, who has descri.bed 
was !?::~·c:;d th!s d:>Gr. :n the r:sta:;:ant ·s ht>rself as a frier:d of tne pro
gardc:1 area. where she and Prof. Thomas fessor. · 

. Hih::: ::::::o·.:::ccd t.:c:r en;::a;;t>ment a~ a :\lrs. Tannenbaum was jailed 
:
1
· smali party with friends in August 1968. earlv Saturdav in Boulder after 

she ·was charged Friday in Dis-
Strange Incidents trict Court there with forging 

1\ow. almost 1 ~-z years later, ?1-It·s. Riha 
was ta:king with a· newsman in the same 

I restaurant about the many strange inci
dents surround:ng the sudden disappear
<>nce ?.farch 17 of Riha, her former hus

' band. When he vanished, the Czechoslo
j vakian-born professor was an asso

ciate professor of Russian history at the 

Rilla's name to a S330 check 
used to pay for a charter air- ~ 
plane flight from Longmont to Q 

San Antonio, Tex., July 30. Lt. ~ 
Raiph Ruzicka of the Boulder 
Police Department said a search 
of her residence Friday uncov
ered some books and letters al
legedly belonging to Riha. . l"nin:r:;;:y r-f Color1!do. 

1\Irs. Tannenbaum said m a 
"?-lo, n~·· ::VIrs. Riha said, shaking her recent interview in The Denver 

head determinedly. "Thomas would not Post that Riha had visited her 
1 do it this way - disappear so suddenly. home twice after he disappeared 
! (If he were alive), he would contact his -once in May and again last 
l mother, the university, his friends .. . summer. Each time, Mrs. Tan-

1 "When he does not do tl1ls, I can only for a day or so, not contactmg ,.' 

(lnalcate page, na:ne of 
newspaper, city end state.) 

... 

!.;· ~ 
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L Denver fJos t 
--Denver, Colorado 

Date: l-25-70 
Edition: Heme 
Author: Red Gillies \ 
Editor: Palmer lkyt~ . 
Title: ·;, 

Thoma~· Riha 
_ .... ·~·- ... ----·· 
Character: 

or 

Classification: 105-4151 
Submitting Office: Denver 

1 even me. nenbaum said, Riha stayed o~ly ~ 

' think he is not free to do what he any oE his friends or colleagues J 
wants, I know Thomas,· he is a responsi- h" h Zdenek Cerveny "'' D Being Investigated or !S nep ew, '>iJ-0 
ble man." "This is not like Tom.''- ~t<.~'J ..,... . -11:'" ' - --/7 

Mrs. Riha insisted that the hasty dis- Riha said. She pictured her,;_~ 1'-----/ f';' ::~_:::: · ..l.L: ;...:_""':..., 1 

posal of Rilla's property after he dis- mer husband as ~ ma~ wh~en-. :~·oT JH~OO~ ;:y,:~).;'} 
appeared wasn't at all in keeping· with joyed contacts With his fnends ~ . ~' \( 70 .. 
his outlook and attitudes. H ;!w ·s house and gtudents. ~ >t::J FER 9 · 
and car were sold, and n;s <1!'t 'Yorks Mrs.· Riha also was openly 
were donated to the Denver At·t-~Iuseum. skeptical of Mrs. Tannenbaum's 

't announcement that Riha would Documents ronnrctcd with hrse tr:l'l ,. 
fers - alon~ _·with :diccks issued l'nnd , be coming sometime this month 
et:e<lit_ca~·d pt:rriw:;cs made in his namr to nem·rr from ~lontrcal, Can-

• 
1
..:.. are being scrutinized by Denver a~'"""il{ffi, where ~1rs. Ta,nnP.nlm!J.!U 
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sai~ Riha has b(~l·n staying. . _ T~:~if~ t:\t<ltc.; fro-:n Vi(\nn:•.. . ·: :~~··.\room, locldng tb.· .... .rbo.::.._.. 
:i~galll, ;iJrs. R:ha cited lh0 when• he h.!d lkd from c.:!fl· ' ·\:'lc~r a while, she lwcmr.e aware 

professor's fai!m·\) to contad hi<: mnnh:!-11cc:,t:>:c-d c~.cchi ',!m·;.~!da ." of a strong odor coming thtough 
mother and fri<mds as the fuel Cc>n•et1\ 1:."" actmittl•d to the a furnace wnt in the wall. She 
for the growmg fear that :::eme- rniled St~nfr!' N\rly in NOY\;!Jlh:~r,bcgan to feel diuy and closed 
thing has h:lppencd to Riha. ·of f,h~ s'lr.l•' \'<!ar. the vent. She heard voices out-

"Thomas,"' ~1rs. Riha said, i 11r::. Rihr.· ~aid h~r own dav~ !Side bet· lJedroom ;~nd called 
"loved his \'·ork, his wri!ing. ; of trial lw<•<.:t hsr F0hma:. \• out , ·'What arc you trying to 
Not for the name H got h:~n. : nrnul the 1;\·.v:· h~1· hu~b::Pd · tlo?" Th~ voices on the other 
but because )le was this way."'l fi!ed ~or a ciivorcc. She lK•g.:;n ::.ide of the door were those of 

She also said Riha Si)<'l1( receiYing ::.ir:n1:~c tele;->hn:m her husband and 1\lrs. Tannen-
much time cutslde his clas•,es r (';Ills. s!1c sJH. even as mr am! 1baum. 
working with his students. ?t hi .'> ~ Hih<1 cor:.tiPucd b liYe C~i tl:eir ; 'l'i:1en there was a hissing 
study on the CU campus andj. Bouldt:>r J~ ; .r:w. '1'hcsc c.-.tl:s c:mlie :sound, and s!rong fum~s, simi
at his ·home. at all hom·s d the dty or ni~~ht, )lor to those s!Je dc:ected earlier, 

"He was popular with the stu-~ ?.nd there r.rvrr \~'as any ('On)'egtn to waft under the bed
dents," she said, "He liked Boul- : Yersation Oli the other end of'~r~om door. 
der; there was no rea!'on for · t!w line, s!,c said. She became dizzy and opened! 
him to le~ve. T~is was,his l~!'c." i And for !-:On!<' ti~e, A'Irs.la bedroom window, br~ke the ! 

::VIrs. R1ha said she ·can f. rc- . Hihn said, ~·l~e had oePn Hnrler scrcC'n and called for Jlelp. • 
member" \'{helhcr she dec!il1ed :: ~('"'dy pre:-!~ ITt~ from ~Irs. 'l <::1- : Prof. Robert Hanson, a neigh- ' 
to have Blouder police file a · nrnbaum to l'>l_;n some pap0r:: · bO!\ ran to her assistance and 
missing person report on RihRI. ''~lich she r:as told had some-,pnllt'd her out the window. 
shortly after he disanpeart'd, thing to do ,;.·it:! her imrr:i~ra- ynt'l the help of another 
while the couple was in iltc ! tlon status ?s an alien fro~n ne!gnbor, Prof. Richard Wil
midst of divorC'e procecdi!1hs. ; C'zechosloval,ia. :;;irs. Rih<1 ::ak1 son, sl1e was taken to the \Vil
(A divorce decree was gran;ed ' she nt·\·er w:\:.; :old of the {':met son home. From here she te!e
hcr counter claim of cruelty h.r· nHture of thc.::-r ;,:.pers. phoned her attom£'y in New 
Boulder District Court Sept. 30, Tl~is pasr w,.,.~k. Mrs. Jlilw's Ycrk. Afterward she went with 
1!169.) ! <llfomey in l:\l'''' York coP- Ur. and ?virs. Hanson back to 

. "I kept thinking Thomas W<.iS 

1 

firmed tllat l:c !1ad steadily Hd- t!'r. Riha house. Here she 
in hiding, becau::e of thl' di- vis~d :\1rs. IUh<>. rf't to sign any p:.e:\<'U some of hC'r ciothcs and 
vorce, and that he will be back," ducumrnt \dess it was ap- then went with the Hansons to 
::he said. She brcame convinrcd i pLOi'Cd by ln:n or her ailorney .the Bou!c!erado IIot~l. She 
that Riha truly was missing. l'he i in Boulder. stayed at the hotel until she 
said, \\hen she read the Dec. !":S In a tek~·::o·ie conversation Jeft l .. pril 5 for 1\e\;: York City. 
article in ThE.' Dem·er Post not- , ~\larch 8. lh:- :Jtlorney s~id he. };ouidcr police said in their 
ing that Riha's art wo1·ks had . informed ~~r::. T;;nncnbaurri of report of the ir.cident that :\'Irs. 
b"cen donated to the Dem·erl the advice h~ had given i\-!r:;. Tannenbaum met lhem in front 
Art Museum. Rilla. of the H.iha house and told tr.cm 

"His home was a museum." I Thr next mrrning. at about ::\Irs. Riha had Jrcked herself in 
she_ said. She recall?d that Riha.j12:SO a.m., ::V!rs. R:iha was the bedroom, fro~n whi~h ether 
as!-.Jsted by her fatner who was, pulled out a wmdow m her fumes were commg. 'i\·hen she 
then visiting in Boulder, refin- ; home as she screamed for l,clp. and Riha threatened to break 
ished many of Riha's art wo:l,::; . and a strong or:c;· of ether clvng the bedroom door, n::rs. 'fannen
i.n January 1959. This was less , to her body and nightcloth('S. ,bamn said, Mrs. Riha went to : 
than three months before Rihu / Boulder lJOlir~€' ~<!Y they were ~he window and started scream-
vanished. i:alled to the l~ihn hous<.'. hy1 lmg. 

"Thomas was ;,;o happy (with :\'Irs. 'I1nne1Jhaum lo invest.- Boulder police reported that 
the refinished art \Flrks) - he g",te l·he ineidcnt '\Irs 1, '1 l~lr,;. Tannenhaum told police 
was like a child," ::VIrs. Riha b~~un{ was in 1'11~ llOu~e ~~~~·.n· ; :1!rs. Riha wa~n't a citizen, her 
said. . . , . . Riha at the> tim~, no!ic~ sahi. · ! n~a h~d expire~ . and the im-
An~ frwnas of R1ha smd he In i\ew York this past wrek ;migrdtlon authontiCs had been 

was Immensely happy at the Mrs. Riha gave this version of · calle~. . 
marr~age_ to Hana on Oct. 13, events: I _P~h;.~ sairl t~~ry fou .. nd Mr~. 
1968, m Boulder. . She had returm:cl to the house 1 ~Iha, m an e\· ~?ent t. aumahc 

It was al the .wcdclmg recep- ·•t aJ)Ottt 10 I> r S • d· . 1 s.ate at the \\ 1lson home, 
t• tl t T> "l r· t t '[ • <4 • !1, C'>lll" ay I , •1 '> ' l h ct b t k • ron 1a nl ta 1rs me ,, rs . . J'urch 8 Mo~t of th· t d . h ! w 'l'de s 1e a ee!l a.·c•n. 
T b :\r ,., "h "d 1- J • • • • I 1\ a\ S!.C A. • f tl d l I an_nen aum: , H'S. nl a sat . bnd staved at the Bould~·. d . . Ja:: o e lP.r an sev?ra . 

Rrha and :~lrs. Tannenbaum. 'Hotel 1·n· Bould". 
1
• ,. . 

1
?. 

0 I gauze pads found by pollee m 
I 't th · ··t d d • enllng a tl· b d • · f 1• R"l ' w 10 wa~n omong c Jn\1 c room to a ·o'd ,., rr ~ 1 . 'I' , .• e c covets o ••. rs. _\l1a sl 

• 1 v " secJ.l0 ,, 1 s. an- · \ _, 1 t · guest~ at th~ 1:cc0pt.t_on. spo.\e nm;baum. 1 1curoom were a cr turneu over 
"a fmrly long lmH' ' m a l'f10'11 The 11011,.c \V" '' d .1 ·h, .1 ; In her Boulde1· at'':rn!'y. }Irs.! . . r • . T f . \ • ·' ,.:; a I c w en :;.te' I,.. I . 1 1 ri ' I • 
near tned n;<~m. ·~sd· :'n tc~. m:,n,_s-entered, but !:lie saw the sh:dv! '-.tnH til as _smr sd.le olr..~n t .·~n~w I 

.rr.porf.e . fllC!ll' JSCUSStOn,\1 , hi door close ~]o,rlv ar.d lw::;::~ I i'll}!:b diC jar an !J<i( :-; goc In(Oji 

.... ~. , . h C Y t -u . .• . "' l ' J SIC e c room. 
Hilla:> ncp ew, erven ' 0 '~She immediately went to her 
l'<IJd. rcnterN on ways to mr:! whj~ n"rs rror 1 in .· 1 th . · .,. ncr c . . . ·' 
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.t\.,'!I.q,_Jm~11ig~·ation ~~d N-'1~- i;rooi£, ~s known to have w~l~ll~:.:_ay he picked some wild flow· 
urahzat10n ScrvJCe !INS) off:-.· .<':ll'~Y m December to ScotL ers and presented tht;u. ·t~··ffis 
cial in nenvC'r said recently :;.Yerner, FBI special agent in · wife. 
Jv!rs. Tannc~bau~1 ha,;; no offi- ,; c.r.a··ge_ at Denver, sc0king in- I Rt'calling this time, Mrs 
yal connectiOn wtlh 1~S. _ ;;formatiOn about _her ~on._ Dr. Wha was pensive. Her glance 

The. week after the mcid('nt at:- Cook l'l'por~edly IS qm~e Ill, aft-~ once again went to ih~ door at 
the R1ha home seemed unt:>venr- ·: 0;- undcrgomg two mll.JOr opera- tl!£' back of ihe Czech restau-
ful for Riha - be met his ~~ tions. rant here. Then she smiled 
classes, at! ended a depnrt- 11 In<:iUiJ·ies about Riha ?re be-l wanlv and said: 
ment11l meeting and counseled ·; inr; <·Gntinued by the Denver "F~r him life was Jike a 

!his students. A note on his c111-lr P_od, _ conta<'ting federal agen- I flowl'r. He 'enjoyed life so 
jendar pad Tuesday, 1Iarch 11.1 cws; u.S. Rep. Do:wld G. Brotz"--:B':-',.":W""'He was so alive."'_..._..__,. 
·indicated he was to bave din- ,man; R-C'n!o., anti Canadian , .. 
ner wilh the "Colonel." Riha I; immigration officials. 
was often known to have used · Denve-r Dist. Atty. i\Iike Me- · 
that name when speaking of · Kevitt said he hns been con-
Mrs. Tannenbaum. ducting an "extensive investiga-
LAST SEEN tion" of Riha's absence and re-

Riha was S('en up to about la!t?d matters. This inv0sti~a-
12:30 _a.m .. Saturday, !\'larch 15.! nl)n, l\IcKe\'itt noted, is being 
when he 1eft a family narly at a cpordinated with probes of tlJe 
friend's home in Boulder. No Il~nver and Boulder Police I:e- r 
one except Mrs. Tannenbaum f.(lrbnents and the Boulder ct::.;-
has come forth to say he hils ti:ict attorney. ., 
seen the professor since that H<.'re in i\'ew York, Mrs. Rilia 
time. has b:!en told about some of the 

Riha was officially declared I misspellings and awkward .r 

missing Monday, March 17, 1 grammatical expressio~s in let-
1 when hi:; briefcase was found 1 ters and documents s1gned 
open amid books and papers on Thomas Riha, which have ap- -· 
his desk in his CU stud~· where pcared since his disappearance. 
h~ had failed to appear aH day. Her reaction has been instant: 

\F'ederal agencies anj)arr.n!ly • These papers aren't genuine, 
h.~ve issued conflicting repor;s she said. 

1 -~ telling some perl'ions. ihe~' "Them~~ was ~us.sy abo,~tT the 
.know nothiug about Rina ar'ld language. s_he _ms1~ted. ~e 
telling og1ers they have knowl- would not wnte m this v·:?.y. 

· edge of his whereabouts. And she added that ... h~r fo~·-
, Denver and Boulder police mer husband was fa~Lld!OUS m 
·say they've been told by fed- all things. "Everything must 
eral agencies that Riha is be in its place." 
·"alive and well.". But they de- DEEPER BASIS 
·cline to identify the agencies. But there seems to be a deep-
~· This past week, J. Edgar . er, almost intuitive, basis for 
[:Hoover, cl1ief of the FBI, sa1d the fears expressed by Mrs. 
lithe FBI "has no knowledge of Riha who is employed in a 
Dr. Riha's whereabouts. The I New' York bank. And this is 
bcnver FBI field office," most evident as she recalled a 
J·Ioover said, "has been in con-~r.appier time with Riha. 
tact with Dr. Riha's mother (in One night, she said, she and 
Germany) and offered to p1ace i'her husband came home elated 
a missing person notice con-I from a social event they at
cerning hPr son in the files of tended in Boulder shortly after 
our identification division. This they were married. Riha want
offer was declined." ed to take a walk hecau_se P,e 
~p1other, Dr. Ruth-:..,~.vas so keyed up. AndaJoriitfhe 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

By RYKI\:EX JOIIXSON 
Rocky Mountain News JVriter 

His nE>phew Iook('d at the last three 
P.aragraphs of the nc\Yspapcr ston· Suu
d~y. and IlO~ded. in agreement.' 11I'm~1 
~:rm,d Rose IS right," was the J·oung ,' 
mans solemn remark. "i'Hy uncle's body;, 
iS probably some"·here in the moun- 'j 
tains." !. 

The speaker was Zdenek Cen·eny, nephew of 
Dr. Thomas Riha. the missing Uni\·ersitv of 
Colorado Russian history professor who ctfsap- -
peared ::.rarch 17, 19o9, and who. in recent 
weeks. has become the subject of renewed in-

( vestigations to discJ:)\'\:'r his whereabouts. 
"Rose." a name she picked in order tore

main anonymous. is a Denver clain·ovant who 
jn the Sun:iay article in the Rockv ·::.Iountai;. 
~e\,'S, said the missing Boulder man is dead 
<tlld that his body is in the mountains, next to a 
cJlve. 
' Cen·cny is a dark-haired, handsome man 

l!ke his 40-year-old uncle. The Czechoslo\·akian 
immigrant came to the United States in Novem-

1 ber, 196S. to work in Denver, then Lvons Colo~ 
Spl'aking splendid English, Cen~en:r.' aiJou:; 

3-t talked about the involwcl case that has been~ 
clouded and perhaps stifle'd bv rer:orts fromr 
Denver and Boulder law en{orcement authori-:~ 
ties that certain federal agencies have stated 
Riha is "alive and well." 

Fnnmned U.S. a~enci~s 
The local law offices have declined to identi

fy the u.S. agencies. but thev are believed to be 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

?.Iuch of the speculation about Riha's wel
iare in the last two weeks comes from Mrs. 
Balya Tannenbaum, 248 Logan St., who claims 
:-lose friendship with the professor. She insists · 
ile has \'iSited her twice since his unannounced 
departure in lVIarch. He is in Montreal, Quebec,il 

tt.:anada, she said. ~I 
Mrs. Tannenbaum, who has substitutedJI 

"Galya," a Russian name, for the "Gioria'•t 
found on earliet· records. claims to have known;J 
Riha since about 1949 when he emigrated from 
Czechoslovalda. 

She has pleaded· innocent by reason of insan
ity on a charge of forging a will of another 
acquaintance and was arrested Saturday on a 
charge she signed Riha's llame to. a check 
Sept. 30. "-. ; 

t Cer\·cny adamantly disputesJ.ile claims l\frs. 
• Tannenbaum has made about her association 

i ,-,.·ith Riha and with his group of frie~ds, largely 
person.,_ ~f.-C;;.~ch ancestry who hav.~n~n 
the Denver.BonideG.atoean A ,.... 107i.'"ll .. 

f I - ' ._ -· L i. "~' .• 
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~et s was a. tehsive relationshi~ n·ij;h !;be 
group, he explamed as he sipped coffee in a 
comfortable Lyons restaurant. 
.. "Tannenbaum presented herself as some
thmg she was not," Ceryeny stated. 

Aiel before weddina 
·~l e 1e met Thomas early in October, 1968, at 

a Pa!ty about two weeks before he was married 
to his former wife. 
. "A~ far as our friends could tell, it was the 

f1rst t11:ne they had met. If they had met before 
that. . hke Tannenbaum says, they certainlv 
Plo .. yea, tJ;lo roles will. J 

(lnclcate pac;e, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 

5 Rocky Mountain New 
-oenver, Colorado 

Date: 1/27/70 
Edition: Home 
Author: Rykken Johnson 
Editor: Jack Foster 
Title: 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 105-4151 
submitting Office: Den'ler 
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.. 
1'--:.:!:: to Riha hou.:w 
'i!is uncle fold him :\Irs. T:mnC'~haum came 

I<> tlw Iliha house on :.\Tareh S. l!lG!l. 1\'ith papl'rs 
she said concerned l\Irs. H.iha's status as an im. 
migrant. }J<:na Wha, 110\Y Ji\'in:~ in New Yot'k 
City, is also a nativC' Czerhosl0n,ldan. 

Cerveny said it was :.'drs. Tannenbaum's in
tention to remo\·e i.\lrs. Hiha from the house 
that night. He said his uncle hud taken a gun 
away from I\1r5. Tannenbaum, but she persisted 
in wanting H::ma Iliha to accomp:wy hrr. l:.s. 
Jmmigration authorities !:'ay l\Jrs. Tannenbaum 
h1as nc\'er belonged to the-it· bm'e<tu. • 
I· A nearly hyslc>l'ical :\h·s. Ri~1a c~capecl from' 
iher bedroom window \\'ith thE> aid of a few; 
~neighbors. Fum0:> of ether w,·~·e smelled iuside' 
the ll'JUSe. Cerveny stated his uncle told him .. 
the ether belonged to ;.\-Irs. Tannrnbaum. 

The nephe\\' l1escribed the marriage between 
Hana and P.iha as a frustrated on~ from its 
inc<>ption Oct. 13, 1968. Hana wa;; mud1 younger, 
ab:>ut 26. Riha's 40th birthday took place shortly 
after his disappearance. 

She was not the housekeeper Riha apparently 
had expected, Cerveny said. liana smnked and 
had a casual attitude to\\'ard the language 
classes Riha had arranged for her t0 learn bet
ter .Fn.v,lisb... There also were argl!JlU'.PlW.he 
nephew said. · · 

I ' 

p,..tl'd in •:::'ft'imonywi!h a wom-

1 'li !''-'/<' '1!0 I \ ' ' (i l '1 
1

' 'i:'J ..:\f~~~':' tl~" C'f!tcr affair, linua , ' ·~·, <: ~ : :· J ~,., ~ ·~ .l, ·-- ~ ~ ·:fl. : 
)1 ' •J\'" 1 ;, • (IJ· · 1' •ttlc1 , .. , •,, I'c,- 1• · • · \ ,,s •. . .tr.< " .,! . It 

J. , .. ~.. ··~ · ' ~ .. , . ~,.; ( .,. • ' 1 . I d ,,., 
trl nl' 'i h-- ~ ~· , n · ~ .. "~ . ....- y \,rk C:itv · ', . :~ · 1 1 <~ut ' I S H\ · ~ ' t' t·n-

• • l •• ., ,, • 1 , , .. ,r 'tt•nt>lll ' •'< ·1 c:u·· I \ · , P ~ f' ~ · ~ ~ ' 'rh · I "' '!-llllP" r • ... - . , ., ' ~ . . .. . 1-
. .. ···' • • • : ·:l lltl ~·~ h t •• • ·': t ~ . . ., ' A1 , ... ~t 1t)f'\." ,. , ·t · ·,I 
J·"r' }"' :·. ,.,, t'· : c ,, .l. '' ..... r·tn "~ ~ · ., ., .. . l i'l.J tJ ,, , , ... ~~"">, !>,n .t .n I ...... · ,, .... ~ .... ~ J ... • • • ( • •\.: < • ' ' " • • '.. 1 l 1 · · 

I 
!he pr.Y. iP i '~ n1unt:1 \~·n ...; due to j ~<'\~: . .:.: t\1 .\, HB' t 1C Hnt:2ndtn~ 
th<' :n:-r:wl p;:c•hlPlllS. ; , di\'orce ; ;rcw:J: •. ~ C'd,•bratPtl Pg:un dt.tr-j' 

:was p·nntc;l s,•pt. 30. 1m': tl:c! :arly Oct.o!Jcr SOCial 
; · "<·thP"'ll'' m Lyons I Cerwny t<'lls that :\Irs. T;m-l" · · · "' · . 

lo<'nllaum maintained a tcna-1 Cel'\'C!tY also came to lmo:>.r1 
dous grasp on her relationship I :.r~·s. 1 amwnh.a~m. "~he on~:e 
with H.iha. "Often,·· he said,~ :~·:•w;l me, to JO~n th~ cm·por:~
"Ta:ment•aum would come to I' .. m. I \\ oul<~ be. va.uable. hr
his house unannntmrPd and : cause I lmf.'w Jt~sswn she !>ald.'' 
b<tr'"e in on Thomas \\hen ll<.! 1 CelTeny rcmf~miWrs. 
\\'aS in his pri1;ate study. '1 hen a<;k(•cl if there had 

, "She woul.:! stav and tr.lk for bl'en aHemp1s to have the 
I hours," t 1ncor.cel7Jt>d that he woman .'·l'rify her claims, C<'r· 
mi~ht ha\·e had other things to veny :-.:w1 she wo~:.Iu laugh and 
uo.' I b:ocome c\·aslve. 
, The young engin{'er scoffed at " She on?e t~;d C:~rveny she had 

,:,::rs. Tanncmbaum's description I connectwns Whh the Denver 
o:: Riha's childhood durin" police and would ' 'fix" a ticket 
\~'orld 1\"ar n. ,., he got for going through a stop 
' Riha, half Je\\'ish, was not light. ' 

abandoned as a· wartime waif in She did. According to Cer~ 
. Xazi-rontrolled Czechoslovakia veny, ;Mrs. ~fannenbaum simply 
and p~t to work in· a German paid the S25 viole.tion and toW 
slave labor camp. him the matter "had been takell 

Young Thomas did noc have to care of." :. 
lh·e Lv tis \\'its in the streets be- But Cerveny went through a1~ 
fore his arrest, as :\Irs. Tannen- other stop ~ignal recently, and, 
baum also contends. Instrad. al- with the points lost from the 
though he was kept under sur- 1 ticket :\Irs. Tannenbaum 
veillance by the Germans and !"fixed," is in danger .of receiv-

1 periocically had to report his ac- ;ing a court subpoena, he said. 
tivities to them, Riha lived with I 
Cerveny and his parents, ac-! Chartered plane 
c'·)rding to the nephew. I C 'th "I T ! erveny was Wl "'' rs. an-
·: So·viet ttoops . ·nenba~m on th~ privately chart-. 

This closenes~ de\·eloped in I e~ed arrplane fhg~t to San Anto-! 
i:he 19·!0s etween Riha and the me_>, T?x., for which the womRnl 
Cervenys accounts for the un-,P~ld \Hth a11 allc•g;!dly-worthless 
cle's desire to bring CervPny tolcneck. -
this country after the Sovi<>t l..'n- . Cerveny related the incidPnt 
ion sent troops into transitional! came after he decided to drive 
Czechoslovakia, the young man 1 to San Antonio to see Czechos!<i
said. I \'aldan friends there. He did n<it 

Cerveny feels tl~at Riha would want to t.se his small auto f(!;.' 1 
not have left Boulder 'vithout the planned road trip and asked 
conferring with other friends ::.\·Irs. Tarmer1haum if he could 
and if he were living, he would borrow her larger automobile, 
attempt to communicate with the services of which she had of-
them. fered on preYious occasions. 

}frs. Tannenbaum bas said No, }irs. Tannenbaum told 
,Riha has no intention of talk· Cerveny, she would not Ic>ncl 
{ng to "fair weather" lrlellds, the ear to I!!m. She had to use 
<apparently mc>aning those in- it for something important iu 
hlividnals Rilla hall as<;ociated Denver during the nc>xt :few 

, ~with during his i<'nnre at CU. days. 
~ But Cen·eny implies Riha was But, better yet, she would use 

• 1 not a pH soli to <lisre~:ard long her position to have him flown 
friendships and ,·aJued those to Texas, Cerveny was told. (' 
he had. 

Like many naturalized Ameri-. ''T?~ncnbaum said sh<: 
cans and aliens in the 'Cnited c~ulcm t fly us. ~Cerveny and ;:: 
States, Riha enjoyed companion- f~1e~dJ on a mll~tary plane, 'fo~ I ship with persons from the old OO\'lOUS .reasons;, but she would 

·country. He was not the type to get anotner one. 
reserve companionship and con- Cen eny said his unidentified 
fidence to a single person and to friend did not want to use :.\{rs. 
shut out so-called "fair weath- Tannenbaum's invitation, but 
e1'" friends. after vie·.\·ing the ad\·antageous : 
: His introduction to Hana was econmnics o~ th? O!fer and :Vfrs.1 

hy some inte~prr-tation an "m·-~· Tann~nbaum s ms1stence, they 
r:m~r:ment" through acqm!int- iook h. 

,;ncco; in ); ew York City wHh r.l · • 
1 whon: the young. woman: their! ~~.~ :rmg servzce 

I counsm, \\'as staymg. The party, with :\Irs. Tannen-
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fcii~mr:l'.11(onio. : ~~:J,_TqD.QPn
baum retum<>cl \\ ith the plane 
lhe n<>xt dr-y nncl r<>ported!y paid 
$330 !01· the charlPr \\ith a check · 
signed with Thomas Riha's 
name. 

Because of in"ufficient funds, 
:the check was n0t accepted at 
the bank and the ownPr of the 
flying ser..,-ice found Cer\·eny at 
the Black Bear Inn. • .. 

Cen·cny ::aid he took thq 
check and, with se\·eral pa~:: 
ments, re>pald the flying serYicE 
owner S220. "He sa:d he dj<!nK,; 
want to mal;:e money off me, so 
th?-t'S all he took." 
f But then )Irs. T:mnE"nbaum 
;plcadc<l innON''lt and later in· 
:nocent by l"P!i!>On of insanity to 
1Iorgiug the '\ill of the late 
' GustaY :Fr(••h•riPh lll!,'"'\'<'r:>Pn, 
her :wquaimance, who lHNl 
June 18. In:; n-er;,en "as a 
Czech and a friE"!l<l of IUha. He 
<lie<l of cyaniilc poisoning. 
"It was Uwn (when charges 

came) I returned the checl;;"' to 
the Fort CcJ:ins ayiation scnr
ice, "and told them to do .,,·!Hi·; 
should be done," Cerveny said. 

Another <>cquaintance of ~Irs .. 
Tannenbaum, R i h a, Ce>n·en:r, 
and Ingwersen. to die of cyanide 
poisoning was :.vrrs. Barbara Eg-: 
berg. A Cz~?:!h, too, she died 
Sept. 13. · 
'iCerveny speculates that if the. 

,f1!deral authv:rities which pur-! 
!1~orted to know Riha was "alive!' 
1 ~nd well" hau been less dis-. 
I creet, perhaps the deaths of Ing- : 
. wersen ~nd ~rrs. Egberg could 
have been ayoidcnl. 
: · Both Cerveny l"nd :\Irs. Stein 
of the Black Bear Inn conJecture 
'if foul pla:' is involved in the dis
ap..~~c:..T:C't! vf B.iha, :mQ.t~tj;lan 
one person is implicated. 
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March 19, 1970 
1 Mr. Bishop 
1 Mr. R.osen 

Dr. Stephen Fischer-Galati 
Director 
Center for E~st EuropHan Affairs 
University·of Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado S0302 

Deer Dro Fischer=Galati: 

1 - Mro Sullivan. 
·1 Liaison 
1 Mr., Gray 
l Mr. Redfield 

Your letter of February ~8, 1970, to 
Vica President concerning the disap\1earance of 
Professor '.i'homas Riha has been referred to the 
for reply. 

the 

FBI 

1
-a. 1- The concern you e}::pressed in soliciting the 
~- 0 -l"i(ice President 7 B assistance for a careful investigation 

·~~ ~n roand meaningful resolution of the case is understandable. 
0' 0':> ".-
~ f""'i §§ Bnsed on the inform~tio.n which has been repox-ted 

I~ ..... ) 11~ ~O"~A't"'nil,rY Pl-tf"''-P~~,....,.n~ l=l-i 'hA i o: rli ro-:o~¥\~~~C'l~~~ .. ...,.'""""" -r.:nv 
<.. c.::: ·-:- ,,,, -·. ··~ '-'-'- --~-= -- -- --=-- -·-~-- - ...... -.::.-.!:'.I.J'-"" ... ... ~ ....... ....,' t~:..t."t;; J-'~4 

1~ ~ !~s condnctGd no investig~tiono· There is no indication of 
1..::-·:-= .-,,..'a\ ·viola.tion of ~'ede:r·al law within the FBI's jurisdietion. 

----~.;toreover, the FBI has no information regarding Professor 

. . 
son--
.oach-
ters---
>t---
hol'--
;pcr'--
lahmi-
>T<>d---
1---

"---
'~n---
llvan---,.,) __ _ 

Biha~s whereabouts. 

As you are probably aware, professor Riha's 
mothar inquj.red of this ·Bureau in December, 1969, concern
ing her son's whereabouts. She was infol .. med that we bad 
no infor~ation in this regard. Professor Rihn's mother 

-,was asked.,if she desired a missinf~ persons notice be placed 
in the files of the FBI Identification Division. OUr offer 
wns declined • 

ars )0 ~ 

<-. Room - '\ ~--?.:;:; . 
~;·_ 5 6·1\PR93:197(:fuNnD 

' 
:• .,.., 
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• 
Dr. Stephen Fischer-Galati 

While I am certain the Vice President would 
11ke to be of more assistance to you in this matter and 
n.pprecin.tes your concern for your colleague, in the 
absence of information indicating Feder?.l interest or 
tt violation of J.i'ederal. statutes, this mattel~ appears to 
be one solely within the investigative province of 
authorities in your area. 

Note: -

Sincerely yours, 
·1. Edgar Hoover 

Above letter written pursuant to referral "from 
the Office of ~the Vice President. X~rox copy of the original 
referral and its enclosures being returned with the copy 
of the letter to the Vice President. 

Riha," Czechoslovak-born," naturalizad, fermer pro= 
fessor of Russian history at Colorado University, departed 
from Denver are?. March, 1969, without notifying friends 1 

associates, or his estranged wife. His disappearance has 
been glamorized in rec~nt months by energetic Denver reporter 
and spiced up with references to a mysterious paramour 
under whose influence Rilla had fallen. 

Fischer-Galati, according· to Bufiles, was deferred 
in World Vlar II for psychoneurosis, an.:l!:iety type. He repo:rtedly 
advised State Department in 1950 he was a close friend of 
the Director's, an untrue statement. _ 

j ~}IS JI/VP. j o uRc.JE· J).IFO/fJ11rTJoY 

He communicated with Justice Department 4/7/69 
concerning Riha's disappearance. Justice acknowledged his 
letter. Fischer-Galati has been mentioned in several press· 
items in th-~ Riha case as an acquaintance and University 
associate. He is a professor of history, Colorado University. 

Copy of letter being sent to Tl~e Vice P_!·esi_d~nt:r tP~f12):. vb,Y Liaison. l 
Salutation of Dr. taken from established reference book. 

~ C. J3r.; It-./ cP :S e: IJ I D E. JJ Y E: 1\ 0 F r:: 1 c:. ~ s (_ p I 
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• 
Dr. Stephen Fischer-Galati 

While I am certain the Vice President would 
like to be of more assistance to you in this matter and 
appreciates your concern for your colleague, in the 
absence of information indicating Federal interest or 
a violation of Federal-statutes, this matter appears to 
be one solely within the investigative province of 
authorities in your area. 

Note: --

Sincerely you1•s, 
l. Edgar Hoover 

Abov~ letter written pursuant to referral from 
the Office of.~ the Vice President. Xerox copy of the original 
referral and its enclosures being returned with the copy 
of the letter to the Vice President. . . 

Riha," Czechoslovak-born,· naturaiized, former pro
fessor of Russian history at Colorado University, departed 
from Denver area March, 1969, without notifying friends 1 

associates, or his estrang~d wife. His disappearance has 
been glamorized in recent months by energetic Denver reporter 
and spiced up with · references to a mysterious paramour 
under whose influence Riha had fallen. 

Fischer-Galati, according· to Bufiles, was deferred 
in World War II for psychoneurosis, anxiety type. He reportedly 

:advised State Department in 1950 he was a close friend of 
the Director's, an untrue statement. He has been in periodic 
routine contact in the past with the Romanian Embassy and 
contacts of known ecurit si· nificance. ·He was born in 
Romania. 

H~ communicated with Justice Department 4/7/69 
concerning Riha'sdit:;appearance. Justice acknowledged his 
letter. Fischer-Galati Juis been mentioned in several press 
items in th-e Riha case asanacquaintance and University 
associate. He is a professorofhistory, Colorado University. 

\ 

Salutation of Dr. taken from established reference book" 

Copy of letter being sent to The Vice Presid~tit~~rPJ!f2e_ ... _____ '\·t:>· ... '.Y········.L·····.i· .. ais··········on. e. ~ se 'N c; s c. tJ -r D e. u v E. R. o f ~=" I c. e:... s .,_ r ··..... I / 

.. 2-
J FK A ct 6 (1) (B) 
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~-
1 .. ...weE OF THE VICE ?~ESID~ • 

lU~FEEUlAL 

~Mr. 'ol~on • 3 
\\ff.'Dl'l.oaloi(._ ~ 

I 
I 

To: 

The Honorable J. Edgar .Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of 

Investigation 
U. S. Department o£ Justice 

Dato: March 16, 1970 

~Yr. \~: . .:~:z_=- g 

~f.(1ft.~r ·' ~-__ ~ 
Mr. C;:~·, ·1· __ 

Mr. Cal!. ::n _ 
Mr. C<'llr:'ld _ 
!\lr. F.-It ....... __ 

Mr.<~.-)-.! /~ 
Mr. zt;,:~~ ~ 
1\Ir. ~u.t.:-Vr~-- ~ 

"' . .... ~ 

ACTION REQUIESYEP 
1\lr. s~·y::.rs ...... _ ~ 
Tele. Room __ ~ 1 
Miss Hvil~:es_· _ ~ ~ 

___ Draft reply for: 

-----·Vice President's signature. 
-----Undersigned's signature. 

___ Memorandum for uss as enclosure to 
reply. 

. X Direct reply. 

(:~X Furnish information copy. 

~ 

' 

___ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropricrle handling. 

---- Furnish copy of reply, if any. 

___ For your information. 

0 .. 
t1ti!d-

~~::dy __ ~ "j 

NOTE 

Prompt action is essential. 

If InO!:'e than 4.8 hours' delay is encountered, 

please telephone the undersigned imme<~iately. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum. or comment is re
quested. ; 

.? 

I 

J 

t: • 'I • 

~ ~ -~X::..::._ Letter: Telegram: Othe'r: :-. - :;. ·~) ,.,- · / ~..; ·2-- 5· (g -- c_:) C~·-• 
-:....... To: The Vice President Rf:V lj/ ~.".;)..- " 

Mr. Stephen Fischer-Galati, Univ. of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado ~\\,/ 
Febru;J.ry 18, 1970 . .·· ... / \1 
Investigation Into Disappearance of Profes.!W.-.....T~s R-!.bn \{"-· j'. '\'/ 

·"' C> ,,,,,. ' .,. . ' .10 MAR 25 1970 ,y I 
. a) i .· I ·, . . , ,. 11 i t 
. -'0. .,...- • • ··• r ., ,•, ,._.. I \ • I ' - ~ • \ 

!"r' ~ '· · :; ': ,·:: .. , ·. ·.Byi·atrection of the Vice President . ·' .'· ~. ; 

1' ~~. ~.:~\ .,~,~~ ,.,; : 1 
• • ,~· ..(/ ./i· I / ~ ~ -j?~~ ~ 

• ~ (I ~ ~,,t\.~~\}~~ __ ;~~~~t;:~-~";!:.£~~~~~~·:;-;~~ I 
:-~ \.\~ -· ,:T":'\ no.,.r•n."l' ~~ ... ,._ i;"f:·.'C!

1 

~,!_'( ?)-,... ' ; [E?F ~:;;:.;~ ;;m; ~"·'" • .A>vJ.• !·WC ll t . 

~~-.~J GAL:gyj J "' :ti :. ~ : '. 

(D!'partrnenl or Agency copy) / () j-lf/"2--~ G 
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·, ·- ··- .. . ,_ • .. . 

,,,. i1"D f .. 
JW~ ,_. . . 

CENTER FOR EAST EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 

SOULDER,COLORADO 60302 

1'.,--· 
'lr_,.>J'_.;_.P · 

/~. I ,.J jC-

February 18, 1970 

!i.'he Honorable Spiro T. Agne;1 
Vice President of the United States 
The 1ffhj_ te · Ecusc 
\.fashingtori, D.C. 

Dear !1Ir. Vice IJx·e sident: · 

In the hope that you have r::;acl th:: eccou:ats of the 
dJ..·s,.,p""'"'a..,.,::~I-,·"'"' o.c- "P·rof'osc-o"l"' ljl,,o.....,-::s PJ.'~->a anu~ -l-'he T-: .... •c--'-o,.,-io'l~ .• ~~.. ):'vc __ ..__....,...., ..L -- ---:: • ..:.> _._ ; ...... ~c;. .... " ~:. :· V.J.- u .. .;ov-~ 7 1....::> 

c:~.r·cu;·"2.stc> .... 'l1.ces surro~J.:n.aJ.ng tne J.nvestJ.;:;atJ.on of t.:.1.at a.:l.s
appearr;.ncc by the p:r·o_par o.uthori ties, local and federal) 
I ~'m t·-' 1 ""i'"'r~ -!-hn ]ibc::>· .. tv o+- " ..... Clo~..:n,... a cop'"'r o~ .:...bo 1a.Lec:J-o..! ~.r~ ..... J..:.Q V-1~ ·- -.!. v _._ .... ~.1. ~ .. !..- t::, . c, .!.. lJ -V - V . vV 

relevant acco1.~nt. from Til~ Dc~ver Post. 

I 
. As a trustee of the Thomas Riha F' • .:md, I s1lould like 

to !=:Ol-ic·~-t- ..._y,._.,.,... ~~ .... ; •• .l...~,.,..,cr.> .:n >=;c.c""l"'-i-r.-,. a c::lr"'·"'uJ J.Y) '- ~--- _,_-' ti v'..c. c,;::_,.::,._...:ltc;.. __ .;.. J. .. ·..:. v-.:..- • .:. 0 c: c. c.:.. • . ... ~-

lv...,"'.t .. ~( .. ,.:.;(l""' '='~.~• -rnp.a ..... ~n-·.r>t•l "<:>~·o1u+:-1o'1 o.., thP .-.~""" ljlh"' v>.>Vl.c)C•i..l- ~• c.:....·- ,;;_. ...-'-."·· 0 .1. •- - v •? •.• ''·· >. .1. -·-" '•C:.•">C • - ;:.. 

failure of t:re loca..J. cn.rl..:;hor·i t:i.e s a..;•1cl of the University 
'of Color~do to condu~t a proper investisatio~ at·t~e 
tl·m-· o.!:' "Q.".z-"'~sc"'"' ':)~'r:::o's A 1 ~,,.....,,..,Clo:> ........ ,c"' ~n "-'',.,.,..c1· 10..-9 J·s •;:.. e!.. ..& • .;_(J!.VV )~ -'-J .. ~.!-... V.....L.•-'C."'..!.'l-'VC. •. !...:.~ .. -v -~ lJ.c:. ... ~ .1 -.,0 -

reflecti ·1o o:: the lc.~c}:: of conce:rn a.Yld "bur;~aucr<:!.tic j_nept.:.. 
'. , 1 "" • , .L..l •t• . , .,...._ . .t-nesn '.-!Lncn 1as o~G:n so r:q;=;nvJ.y cr:L .J.CJ.Ze(l. •. y ;you :..n reccnv 

month("! Tn al"~ '='o·::-. o-" r'"•OU_,.1.: ~.t-; on of' .J..'nn f't'n,"l--·r,:.,-..1.-,,) .....,0~"'"'1 l .l -!.._, • ..;.._ · _._ C.:.Ut:,.. .!.. ':..J. .-...L.!..<.l.LI-' ... _ ... -- V - - ........ ~c.L:.!-J.t.t.JC.:.- ;:,.:. _c., 

values 1::hich have histo.:::-1calJ.y diffo:rer..tiated cle;::ocrr-..tic 
.from totalitarian, bu=eaucratic·soci8tics, it sec~s 

..; ... ln-=>rr . .;..;,.,.. ~-h·'.;... .j..-....~ .:....,..·u.·t;ir ~O:::> U.,...•co-~,.,.,...,..d ~,o M~J·-T·cT' ·rhn.:... tl·p 

..,~..1:.t. '-· c:."'u- .;t..,; ' ... • ... -·:;.v t,J.!'::: v.:_ ... :- - .. ,. Vv.:...t.~ . .;.. ... __ ... vv .s.. , ....... _c.. .... •..r ~!-

er:~bal'etSSi::".·~nt to those ~·Iho failed to fulfill 'their :m.o:r.·al 
and even Jegul obligations. 

Profcsso.:::- Riha' s c.s.se is particularly relevant in 
th['t x~,,... ...... "'C'I- c.:nc"' 1~,, ,.ro~ .... r'"'"''1<"'"e"' T~"f:'O""'l co·l"Ut"!J..C't Czpc'r.Q ':.1.. VO,.:..'t• \1 .,_'l.J...t. ,.,::,.. .!C:: ,._ .. ;.:, C.\. \,;.J,. t.. .. V t .. - . ..... .1:-~r'.l -J. .;;J - .£.!. -

slovakia. It ~ .. !ould be a s:1d cor: .. ::o.entc:..ry ir.d.-:.;e:d on our 
der:wcrat:i.c societ::r if he \·fe:r.·e to b~ the victi:n. of bure:<•.:u
cratic ncglicDnce or of tactics identified with the reGime 
\·!h:tch h.; cscc:.._p·~d; 

- I \·Iould be l)}:;:.scd to send you all n~at£:ria1s pertine:::1t 
to the en so) shcuJ.d thc_t be rcc_p.:d.rod, to facili t~tG tho 
honor·ablo ro soluo.t~.o:n of. the cnse or J:>:r:oi'e nsor Riha. . . 
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<. .. 

. , CENTER FOR EAST EUROPEAN;. i'e UNIVERSITY OF COJ..ORACO 

AIRS e 
BOULCER,COJ..ORACO 90302 

I1arch 25, 1970 

J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
_United States Department of Justice 
~:·ashington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mro Hoover: 

/ 

Thank you very much for your letter of March 19, lEifO 
with referen,_;e to the disappearance of Professor Thoma~Riha. 

Since I am not aware of the extent of the jurisdiction J• 
of the Federal bureau of Investigation, I am unable to provide {j)t 
any information \vhich \·Jill allovr investigation of the dis- · 
appearance by the FBI. The only basis ·which may permit actj.on Q: 
by the FBI appears to be Professor Riha's status as a recipient . · 
of funds from the Office of Education of the Department of IV 
Health, Education and 1-lelfare under the provisions of the tJ.. 
National Defense Education Act at the time of his disappearance n 0 
in Harch 1969o Whether the receint of monies from a Federal ~ 8:; 
a8ency constitutes a legal relationship with the Federal ' ! ~· 
Government which would fall within the jurisdiction of such ". ~ ~ ~~ 
Federal agencies as the FBI is unknovm to me but, conceivably, ~ 
_it 'l.vould provide a rationale for participation in the case by >< ~ 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. ~ I 

Wi. I 
~~ 

Yours sincerely, ~) 

~~~~-~~ 
• Stephen Fischer-Galati 

Director 
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RECU35~ . 
I j/ -~r /J v-; .,..j c· 

1 /J!J- 1
10 ;z

1
· !) t.p -

t 
j t , / 

Dr a Stepheni~'ischer- ""alati 
Directol .. 
Center for East Eu~onean Affairs 
Unive~sity of Colo~ado 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 

Dear Dr~ Fischer-G~lati: 

• 
March _31, 1970 

1 Mr Q DeLoach 
1 Mro Bishop 
1 - hfr. Rosen 
1 Mro Sullivan 
1 Liaison 
1 Mr. Gray 
1 Mro Redfield 

c:· 

-. -·. 

):{eference is made to your lette:t' dated ~larch 25, 
1970, concerning the disappsarnnce of Professor ~nomas 
Riha. 

-

1
~ . The information you furnished has been car-efully 

0 ~eviewedo Based upon the available facts, there is no 
gJ ~ t:5 indication of a violation of any Federal statutes over 

1 ~.' ,- ~jwhich this Bureau has jurisdiction. Therefore, I am unable 
<( ~!to be of ~ssista.nce to you· .. 
~ , . ~ (.) 

c Sincerely yours, 
0 

J. Edg~ Roovet. 
<:-! t:l \ 

I I<• 0 .\, 
,,_. ••I ·\: TU1'0 b 

• r·l {·> tJ !U."\o : e P ~ ·;-o ~; ··:::: 

I ~I) g -~(9) .s.lft'J ~---, :.:~ 

0 ~~~~NOTE: ~ ~-~ • ~~~= ·~ ·~--' o ·n ~ -3-- ._ , g '.-.. ~ 
~, • • ll>C{ . • · n <» 

g. ;, -~ 'M ~;:~ :. Riha 1 Czechoslovak-born, naturalized, former J(~~ ~ ·~ 
,. .a .-o .o professor of Russian history at Colorado University, departed ' :~ -::: ;L 
.._,{) ~· A Denver area March, 1969, without notifying friends, associates " . ~· :;;· 

(' 

1 

("-f1{ ~ .. or his estranged wife. His disappearance has been glamorized ·. w. , 

in recent months by energetic Denver reporter and spiced up :·.:. ~ ·-~ l 
with references to a mysterious paramour under whose influence ., - ~ } I 

;,· -- ~ Riha had fallen co ; ' · ~ ~ ·1 
\,~ /,t ? '\ - (.' -· ... ~ 

1 ~: 1 '§c. 
~~::ch __ , Fischer-Galati previously wrote to the Vice President ·~ : ~ 
ltcrs concerning the disappearance of Riha, which letter was referred '•' :.:! ... ~. i 

ohr to the Bureau for replyo He was informed the FBI had conducted 1 
"~P"' · no investigation concerning the disappearance of Riha; had no l 

a~J'a~~an information regarding his ,whereabouts and there was no indication l 
" 11 ....... ~/. of a violation of Ferl.er~'l/ law ,,.\ithin the FBI's jurisdictionou OUr j 
a~:" _l_· ~,._)reply to the informat~ .. o~ in his cur;rent letter was coordinated with ' 
a'~~~on f1~ the Accountin~· and Ia.uds Se . i ' . ' ner- ~il Invest.i.gative Divisipno 
yors _. • • I \·1 • \ \N l) v') JAffi'l;, / . 
:~-.,~oom -- ,;) f). !J D Q 1 ' !._' 'it .; ,·: NOTE CONTINUED PAGE 2 i- "'-!. 

andy ' .. : ~lAJ{~oo~\EIJ Or:l97(J.;NIT tJ !ltj I. J~ /}\, : ..1 L" e-:p I\ \ i 
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••• 
D:t.". Stephen Fiscller-Galati 

"t.fOTE CONT:nm:rm ~ 
., ~.....,. "#' ~ 6t~ 

F:tochor-Galati :F.s a profcssol" of history, 
Color~do Uni vcrsi ~;y.. Dn.lutation of Dl". t:-1kcn from 
establ:tshed re:forenca booka Accm .... ding to Bufiles, 
Fiscber ... Gala.t:l. wns c1ofc!':rcd in \"lm:ld War !I for 
psychoneu.ros:ts 9 ~'tm::iety t:n,ao He r0port0dly ndvisGd 
State t)epar.tment in lDUO he was a clcse f:l·i0nd of the 
D~~.-rector 's, an tm.truo s tn. tE!ment .. 

.$ tE !J .$Jf"l I/ f£ .s 0 Q Jrc.G. 

-bOrn . i.n nor:mnia .. 
:S6!/SITIV ~ - .S ()CJJPC.Af M !TriER/At-

• I!a co:n1n'l!l1iCI:Z,"'tO(l ~';'ii -t:l1 Just~ ... ce 
D0pm~tmcnt 4/'l/09 concerning llih.u ts disar.~pearance.. trusties 
acknowledged his letter.. ue has been m3n~ionGd in aoveral 
press ~ tm:1s in the Riha case as an acquah!tance s..l1d University 
associateo 

: 

- 2-
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J. 

• 
"On 3/30/70, Fred Schmidt, Director of Security, 

HEW, advised SA Hengemuhle, Bureau liaison, that the 
Institute of International Studies, Office of Education, 
contributes funds to an Eastern European (Slavic) Program 
at the Univer.si ty of Colorado. Approximately 50% of the 
cost of the program is paid by OE with the University 
contributing the balance. Thomas Riha was one of the 
instructors hired by the University under this program. 
His salary would be paid by the University and he receives 
no funds directly from.OE and OE has no cQntrol over his 
employment. He is not a federal employee. JWR" 
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By KERMIT JAEDil<ER 
--~ .,. ., .. .., 

~~ :MfLE-HIGH DE~VER, eco
nomic and cultural capital of the 
R0ckie~. inn~tigatl)r:-; are work
ing to unra,·el a mv~terY that at 
tlD~ r ..... h·:~ hp'·':~ f~4 !~ .. ~ . ... t~ .. ; .. :ilJ~~ll'd 
a, ·, :~ ~·. · :· : >:l :~ .. 1 !.:~: .. ~ fr:c::t:eni,~_s. 
}; . .: , · .. · ~ · :r-_d :·=...::~:-~ ~3 (:~~~Y3 'fa~!'!t"'~l
baun~. a hf;:,·y;::.et, domi!!eerin~· 
,.,.,w:a:~ 0f :1a v. ho hhd three friend$ 
'' i···. t) r:; t it rn iid .y , were awfu:ly 
unJ:-. · k~·. 

The il!-::.tarred three WE're: 
e Tiwmas H:!':a, 4V, a Czechosiova

kian-born a::sociatc> professor of Russian 
history at the l:ni\'ersity of Co!orado in 
nearby Boulder. He \'anished in March. 
19!19. amid a spate of rumors hinting at 
a !in;.: with espionage. Denver District 
Attorney )!ike )!cKevitt says today he 
has ' 'grave doubts'' that Riha is ali\'e. 

o Gusta\' F:-i~'drtch lng:w(•rson a 78-
year-old p:a::tics enginePr: He di~d last 
June fr •m rr'lni•~<' p');:<oning:. Galva is 
charged with forgery in connection' with 
his will , wh ch ma<le her a b1•neficiarv. 

o :'1!1·:-. Barbara EgbPrt. a 51-vear-old 
divorcee who was found dead last Sep
t,•mbPr i 1 h~r Ot>nn·r aparcment. Ht>r 
death. t .•n. wa:; :\ttr:huted to t·vanide. A 
typewritten suicide note was found hut 
::.'t!cKevitt says it's a fake. ' 

According to the district attornPv 
both known dC'ath~ are suspected of b~: 
ing- homicides. Gatya's Iawver John 
Ko;.:i~h. admits the police wanted t'o ques
tion her about them but "I told her not 
to vpen her mouth.'' Galy~ took his ad
vicP. Ord!naril~·. she's quite a talkt>r. 

For months, a fascinating aura of 
international spying clung to the Riha 
::ase and still han~s over it, althouo-h it 
lack;; official corroboration. A con'trib
ut.ing- factor undoubtedlv was Galva's 
claim. to a number of persons in ·the 
Denver area, that she was a colonel in 
U.S. :l!ilit:try lnlellig-l.'ll<:e. 

<.ialya':; attorney sa~·s that just isn't 
true. and Intelligence heartily concurs, 
but Galya is still known around town, 
pet·hap;; only in jest. as The Colonel. Just 
before he disappeared, Riha himself, who 
rl'portedl~· knew her very, very well, was 
be-lieved to ha\·e referred to her as 
Coionel in a notation on his calendar. 
. Logic it,;elf tgilitates sLrongly again.st 
the')'iw'J-io:~:ty tlu~t Galya was 'm't~'oifich-

· ... 

in th~ American intelligence. She was a 
f~·~:mn-commercial art"l':o!t-b~rofes
.;l€Ht, a~ g-ood :t cover for a spy as auv· 
but if sht! went around broadca:<ti1w sh~ 
wa;:; an intellig-ence officer that -;_uto-
matically blew her cover. ' 

Th<> C'olom·l :;tuff ;~«i 'l", t.h<'r<' h ·we 
bt.• t~n ::-~ri 1 >( :~ q:;":-dor:s a . .; to '' hether 
Rilla r.:n:,. .. ;r may han• •lal,l_,1ed in ~<·<'ret 
: ; _.. t_, ~ .. p •' • ~ ":. : ;-- "' flo • 1, : • I : ' ' , .. .) ! 

~ : . ~ f . ",\ , !... • ~ · .. •':\ ~,.: • u >'- t ,tf ~ h·c·n 
~· :~:~:, :n \ '1• : · '"y. C:i'~ ~ t ~ 1 . tl... r t·.~. in. 
1.1 -•,. tJt:,• a·1:~ a !!aP:raJ! 'J:t.• ·t ~:bz~n. 
~ ~:l'!:l~tl !tant and rec.·t.'iv·~d ~aeCt'~•\r'.; and 
n: ~t.--::_e 1 ·..:;'. d·i~~··· ... )~ at .t.h~ Ll1i\·,_.r$it:.· of 
( .. t. z;.• .i.";' .a. ~ o ~a:r n1) :ra:~~ ,.r a \!'h.<n, ·a~~ 
f1·om H:.n•:u·d. 

~~ E TAUGHT at the University o! Chi
cago. at ~larburg t'nive.csity in Wes.: 
Germany and tht>n joinE-Ii the fao::ult\• of 
the "Gnh·ersity of C,,!(lrado. He'd ix.en 
around a lot, geographi<"aly speakiP.J:, 
had prof'!ssorial pals all on·r the coun
try and, what's more, was a le:tdin~ 
authority on R:1s::ian history. 

. _In addition, ht> had made at least two 
;:tstts to :l[oscow. He went ihe1·e in 1958-
:>9 to attend )Ioscow UnivE-rsity as an 
exchang:e student and he revisted Mos. 
cow in 1968 as a g-•1ide fo1 a tom·ino
gl"l>up of colle::te profes:>ors. ~ 
. One- report has it that he told fri,~ncls 
!ll. D~nn•r that he was once w..h•··· ·t·'·d 

<)·J't\ "'tlte-JI:tisc-ov:• sttb\\'a)" by tf ·man• who ' ~ 
as)'ed __ if he would do intelEgenl'e ~vork. 
B~nrto!d t~e story jokm.~-n·, the im
phcatwn of the Joke being that just about 
every American tourist in Russia was 
?Pen to approach by Soviet agents seek· 
lllg spy recruits. 

Galya has hinted that Riha had worked 
fo~· Uncle Sam, which proves nothing. 
St11! another source, completely without 
official support, says he was connected 
with an American espionage outfit. 

I But McKevit-t insists, "I don't suspect 
espionage-.': and in Washington, the Cen-

f. 

;:r~tl Intellt~,· B<'<' Ag.•m·r, the Fedt>ral 
Bureau of Investigation and the State 
Department have all denied knowledge of 
the Riha case. But even bereft of the 
cloak-and-dag-ger angle, the case has its 
moments, thanks largelv to Galya. 

"A fascinating, briliiant pt>~so~ with 
a complex mind," says Di~trict Attorney 

. l\1cKevitt in speaking of her. 
The first and pt>rhaps the most 

terrifying '>f a dus•.er of strange events 
tied in with Galya occurrt>d :March 9, 
l!lG9, a Sunday, at Pro.l. Riha's ranch
style homp on a pi<"ttm·~qup hill slope in 
the univl'rsity town of Boulder, 20 miles 
from Denver. 

Riha's 25·\'\'ar-old wife, Hm\a, stood 
51:1'\'amin~r a~ :l lll'd:·o•>m window of the 
houst>. Sht> was heipc•d out the window 
b~· neighbot·s. About ht>r was a strong 
odor of elht•r. 

Boulder Pll:ice \''PI'•! summon<'d to the 
s,'L'II•': b.v lhl!l t' oth"r than Galya, who 
wa;; ,m t.he ,h<<lf<;e. Su was Rih~1 . Galr1, 

. <.·lt•_:u~,y .. ~ . l'l!,n-eh·tr..!'t. .. f! :t!, llh.\t th~' r.,p~ 
·I at tn~ · a<)Jl. · Sh.l t•1!J lh~m-ti·<""-"~lt·s • 
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Rt.,.\ h,:t•ll.">d:Pd hu·.~l':r :n u;,, bedr:>om, 
t!la~ ,, ~ i;f t ~tlUt'\~ ,~:,•rt.· ··t f. · r·'"':"!~ ~r: ~-Ti'· ~·a 
i"s i,i~ the room anJ. tl:at :.:rs. R;;:.\ ft-.:d 
scrl'aming lC> 'he wi:Jd<>w when Ga!v::t 
3;nd the prof,•ssor :hre:nt:nl'd r.> breik 
tne bedroom door op'-'.n. 

~!r:-. l!.: :;;:t .s .s:•,r,:.• t-o ! .L .. _ tt.·ti s:: .l ~pi!." 
vd:h Galy3.'.:; ver.s;\• ~1. :-..:.e- ;:~~=~~ ~ j :~::."'t 
t~~eo ol~!"·pr ~ .. ·_p•"' -'r ~·-·, . -.. - ~ :"'" .. -:- "' ~ · J:'"_~t~ 
y .. : ..;~ ·!"~ ·· ... -.. . ~~' . i •'' 3.'"i 
th1.:-. sh';! . O ~l 1 Y ,•'lu"·· i ::-: · · . ~ · ~<:--; ~ ., ... -~ ., 
.s: .... ~· ,;- .. a·._., ... ~ ac tt~ .( ·- ~ ~ :~ .. : .: -,.f ._ .... . .J. ,.;,, ~: .. !};u~ 

her. 
~ Po!iceo n1a·l·~ a ~-~d~· .· C: a·-:.,! f,,:~r (: ~t j':.rr 

or ~~h:·r a•.d ~~vt:.:--al t" .... !. •'r- ~ .. , · ~ :~ t? •t ~~u.:ze 
pa~il 111 th; bt:d c~n~r;: .i :t )lr;; .• It;::a ·~ 
~ ..: ~ ! '" ·n~. ''- : ~~ :i · ~t ~ :--_. ~ .. ~ ' _.:r ·, :,. · ... t ••• .. ~ 1::n, 
was not explained. 

Galya coolly told investigators that 
~il's. R_iha, a Czechoslovakian, was not a 
U.S. citizen and that immigration au
thorities hac.' been called because he1· vis~ 
had t:xpired. However, a !\ew York at
torney and longtime friend of l\Irs. Riha 
declared that. "ther~ was nothing urgent 
about )lr;;. R1ha's v1sa ~tatus that night 
nothing pressing, no imminent deoorta~ 
tion." -

RJ :tS. ~UIA phone h.er attorney friend 
that very night and sobbingly told her 
~tory anc: p!radl'd :Cur his h»ip. E\·~ntual
ly :;he !IIOV\'d e-ast to Broo,.lyn, obtaining 
a JOb m a ~ew York bank. Prof. Riha 
had al_rea~y filed divorce proceedings ta 
end h1s fiVe-month marriag·e and after 
he d;sappeared, hi;:; wife filed a counter 
suit anc.' won it. She also won a ~5 000 
judg-ment. ' 

"When District Attorney ~fcKevitt wa3 
ask<'cl about the ether busine~s, he hinted 
it may have Ul'en "an attempt to scare. 
l\Irs. Riha" that sprang· from the 
"thought process of a mixed-up mind." 
He didn't elaborate. 

Galya's presence in the household may 
be explained by the fact that she and the 
professor hac! hec>n friends for some time 
-perhaps even more than friends. An 
a\Jth •)l Hath·(~ ~f)\lrt<' q~t : , t,:.•..: Gj,~ Ytt .1..; },,t\"
ing said she liYed with Hiha 'rvr aLout 
two .and a half months prior to his 
marriage. 

The: poli~e report on the ether episode 
de,;crtbed the chunk\•, 160-pound Galva 
as "the fullback typt•." What drew th~ 
rather good-looking· profe,;sur to her is a 
puzzlet·. Probably the attraction of op
posites. 

,_ . H~f\~ l.;nowt~ to .he quiet,_,>;t.nrl . ~ft
. spol;en, glV\'It to scholat'ly pursuits a.nd 

.~ ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



l' 
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t<> ..,:r'•'-:-: . ...=C::he h:u: h!'Pn O'·!'aihed ll!': m:<! rec.~i;·;d ynq~1a1: fier~ nrgoath.-e re- A I toJ'II~Y )lt•KE>\'itt l'aitl: "Th-·•·r was a 
u , - ~. t•.. ··~· ~ ~ ... a .... ,.· ·:~ .. \t,'• '-:•,::••_ .... ·• I . ,... . >:. ··~~~~~·=·~· :--u· :~:~ l~P:t·. !1 : ,; it,,. ~~.-:::~"" 
4.• • '- :· ~: . • i <~, -·h:. l~.·;.:''. l..·.-~: ... .... , ~ · · ~-. . :--::·~ .. :- jL~ .:~~tl·p~~., )!..,·1\.t:\"itt a•Jdt·d. di~-

.. · ·· ...... a•l~·-'· .. ,\ . ...., .... ··:·;, ·-.~-. ··:".~·n~h:~·~n ' · · · n 1 • • •:- ;!'" ... ~ ~-~· . ··. i . ·:.· • ..;;; .r ;;:" i''·~·. '( ..... ,.. ['* ' ("r·: J .l ("'4t"'~·.:: : . c:t:l··!t· .... ..:·· ~.t ....... t'-
f\"t: . ..... :::-.·:-· t~r.;:!! .. t· .~ ~-:.": .. :~~'.y. :l.::(•!Tey h:!.c:i::g l'l't.·~.l.ei.'l.,~ :u .:---..,; P(•;-.!t .. on~ 8 :,u..;.t (!:.:f·::tly ~t·arch(·d Ga!~·~·~ rcnt~:d hou..:.e at 
..K r..: :. ;::d:;:: •• s:!e ·,\ ~~ ,y,r:;,. i:: .. E t. _ Louh; espioL!af,!'e .. , ~-t~ Logan ~t- In tht) '"'it..:t .. n:rnt thev 
~.· •• !"' :·";- .. 1.. ~ o.:~: ... l~ • • ..: \-: .,". 1 Furr·-:.:. \Yi:h t!:e ar-;-~~ :.:.., •:: c:: :a-..t ~~unn·,_t.~t\ :>-. .. {~'! a n···"J!:d pf \'·tr~ .. )~ :K~ ,-~~: ! • ! · ·,~.:i-

.. . ~:.~ A!ft~:rc 1"t~!~ , .. ~. ~~u!!: t\ .... \, a J.('\\' : .. ~.d . I . . 1 Ll . l G 1 ~ . ~ .,... ·:I' vr ",•-1 "\ ,. \ '' \\ ·;,.ar::; !•" a:: potm:::,·lum c;.-am(.e. r,e ::m.(. 'a ya 
ti.~~-· .... :, •.. '": .. ::·:-~;·tn·K~v:-f:'!--·, ... ~~ .. :~!.!•~':r .. cl 1•1 cl---q~jr·u- t•l·n )!·r~,·t·'· .. '"" .. ,. ~ '"ocr~I d···.,l !::!~!a Ph',~() .al"·O!':t~\l'Y ::~ t:.~ lt: .. :~ l':.i'1 

£-· -~ .~·.;~:~·i~ .. i:~··i~· ... r~;~-~·=~::,.1..1"; i:~J:·~,: s~::· :. , .. · :· .: :y , ;. : ... ·. · .. ,-.:.;: , ; , , : b:r \\ O!"i" ll with ci.emicais in that connec-
th;·,·e d:Ldn•n and ~l:<' w<>n it. Late:. s!:e Dem•er. Death wa>: at fir!'t attributed to t:on. 
cf.:i!:g-l'J her name ie;fa:ly to Galya Tan- a heart attack, b~t an autopsy showed The Denver press was still kicking 
nenbaum. traces of mercuric cyanide. thE> Riha mystery around this January 

As an engineer, sa\."S Kokish, In!?wer- ,,h n G 1 f d' th f Ko~ish says her mother lives in Gal- - y .e a ya, ree p('n Ill!!' e oraerv 
1.1 d , 1 T b son Jsed cyanide in mineral assaying. inve!'tigation, c 0 n 5 en ted .to be inter: 

Ya, •.. , an suggests ·' rs. annen aum The district atto111ey's office deYeloped · b 
may h<we arrived at Ga:ya by "p!ayi!lg an interest in Ingwerson's death. The RvJ:hwe~, I ut solK~l~· on th(' !'ubject of 
around with the word Gah·a." It was 1, a, m awyer okish's office. police were intrigued to leRrn that Galya 
certainly more exotic than Gloria. knew Ingwerson, who was a widower. She declared unequiyoca!ly that Riha 

A week after :\Irs. Riha made her She told the cops they had picnicked to- was still alive. She said, in fact, that he 
precipitate exit Yia a window of the gether and even talked marriage. had visited her in Denver twice since his 
hou~e. Prof. Riha disappeared. He was Interestingly enoug·h, Ingwerson al::o :li!'appearance, once in l\IaY and later in 
to !la\'e attended a meeting of history knew Prof. RJha. IndeE.d. during a clean- I the summer. She ::aid he 'was lh•ing in 
profe:<sors in Denver on :\farch 15, a up of lngwerson's h(>llle Ja::>t December, :lfontreal, although ::he had no adciress 
Saturday, and. characteri!'tically method- Ingwerson's :;on, D;>I.aid. found Riha's II for him. "I don't know what he's doing," 
h-al, had noted this on his calendar pad. wedding ring. she added. "I never a::<ked him." 
He iaiioo to show up at the meeting. The next development came when She said he left Boulder "because 

Friend:; repeatediy phoned the house i Galya was arrested <,n a charge of hav- things were pre~~ing in on him" both at 
tl1at day and go<: no answer. ::\ext day, a ! ing forged, in part :..t lea::t, the Ingwer- the university and in his hou!:ehold, the 
group of acquaintances, whom he was son will and present(:>.] it in Denv<>r Pro- latter an apparent 1·ef('rence to his di-
to haYe picked up for a dinner engage- 1 bate Court with alleg·d intent to defraud vorce proceeding1'. She in::isted ~he didn't 
ment, ca!!ed at the house, rang the door- ! Donald Ingwt'rson Cof Denver and Mrs. know how he left Boulder, but in the next 
bell, got no answer and peen•d through. Esther Footo of Colorado Springs. breath admitted she picked up his car at 
the kitchen window. . Stapleton International Airpo1t after his 

They could see the kitchen table and p departure. 
on it a place setting consisting of a ce- When the interviewer remarked that 
real bow.l, dishes and 'silverware. Ap- . OLICE quoted :\Ir::. Foote as saying Riha was said to be a "perfPctioni!:t," 
pare11tly it had been set for a breakfast Galya asked her to witness the docu- Galya said sardonically, yes, he was a 
Riha never ate. perfectionist - in leaving Boulder. She 

lm·('stigating police discovered that ment, but :i\:l:rs. Foote .said she didn't sign shook with laughter. 
while Riha was a man known for preci- it and that the witness' signature on it Before closing the interview, she 
sion and neatness, his personal papers was a forgery of her name. Under the made a prediction: "Tom [Riha] will be 
were rather wildly scattered across his terms of the will, Galya was left 100 here some time in Januarv." The !'eeress 
r~e!'k, where he had been preparing- his shares of stock. The wi!l was drawn up was wrong on that one; but a lot of 
mrome tax return. Amon!!: his effects 13 days b('fore Ingw~>rsmi's death. thil'I:'S that didn't show up i:J her cry!'tal 
was hi:; cal(:>ndar pad bearing- the l\larch ball' materialized in J!llJUary, to say 
11 entrY: "dinner Colonel." This was be- Galya denied the forgery, but author- nothing of Februarr, and they were all 
liE>ved to refer to Galya. ities were unimpre<;scd. After all, she on the wrong side for Galyll. 

, had dabbled in forger~' before. She had 
The mystery of his disappearance al- an arrest record dating back to 1950 She was accused of forg-ery of a 

most immediately touched off rumors when. she was taken into custody in San warrantv deed in th<> sal(' of Prof. Riha's 
that the quiet prof<>ssor of Rn!'f'ian his- Antonio, Tex., on a charge of forging home, forgery of a de<'d of tr11st linked 
tul'Y might actually be a pedagogic government checks. She was 1 ate r with the house, and ft•r~~cry of mha'& 
Janws Bond. sentenced t.o a year and a day for mail name to a S330 che('k to fin:mce a char-

Clo;:e friends expressed fears he theft, but was placed on probation. te1·ed plane trip for hers,,lf and two 
mig-ht be dead. But a university offieial In 1960, she was· sentenced in Illinois companions last July 30 to S:m Antonio. 
announced reassuringly that he had re-. to nine months for get.ting money hy She was also char~<>d with for!?el'y in 
"eived a report-from "reliable sourc('s" false pretenses with a check. Later the the transfer of the tit\~ to RHm's car, 
in Wa!<hington-that Riha wns "alive same year she drew 1 to 5 years in a sold for $1,250 to Antlwr.y ,J. Stone•, a 
··ncl w!'ll." Later, however. l\f<·Kevitt said women's reformatory on two charges of hi,g-h school principal. Htone said he 
the alive-and-well conclu::ion sprang forgery and one of embezzlement. bought the car April 1, whith wonhl be 
'''om a misunderstanding and termed the In the midst 0f the Ingwerson inquiry about two weeks after Tiiha's disap!Jear-
'·eport "an honest mistake." <'arne the reYelation that an inve,;iigat.ion anee, with a check payable t0 Riha. 

Rep. Donald G. Brotzman (R-Col.), was under way into the death of a third It was further disclo.:;ed that Galya, 
;Jccorcling to his administrative assistant, most unfortunate friend of Galya-l\lrs. in a burst of generosity, donated a large 
1Pohert Tonsin"" "made inquirit>s to !\lili- Eg·bert. She was found dead in her flat part of Riha's art c0ll•!ct·i1•n, witl1 an 
f:t,r~}~:_:~e;c~!· ~he CIA 1!-.nd.}h!! _fBI . , at. 1330 Race St. ,on .S_..~7:J~wld Dis~L"ict ., :appraised value. of: more 1JwJ.w¥'WJJOO, • 
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tn'"-·tfie. ·Tlenver Art !\h1i"t'uff1: G'alya 
.clainwd Riha )pft thll collection in her 
cuswdy. 

From Riha's ex-wife in New York 
c.-arne a :;tatement that the professor 
"mav not lx> alive-he tl<>cs not even 
writ~ his mother." Riha's mr>lhe>r died in 
Germ:ll~Y in February, and Riha faHed 
to show-up for the funeral. 

Gaiya, facing trial on the forgery 
rnp!'. pleaded inr.ocent by reason of in
.!'a:.:ry ar:d wa~ lodg!>d in Colorado Psy
cn:a:ric Hosp:tal, where two state-ap
pointt•d p!'ychian;:<ts examined her. They 
reponed her lega:iy sane. 

Howt:\'er, K<>:.ish :;aio.l , 0ne "hedged a 
bit" and indicatt>d .<he had a "severe 
ner:;OJ:ality cisorder" and it was further 
sugg-i'Hed she mig-!lt be •·.,_ pathological 
liar." Kokish obtained permission to have 
a t.':ird psychiatrist examine her and it is 
expected a sanity trial will be conducted, 
probably in June. 

E YE;-1 though t.wo doctors had reported 
in a manner high!~- unfavoi:able to the 
def~nsP, Galya's stay at Colorado Psy
chiatric was not entirely unproductive. 
B.:tween talks with the doctors, she 
whiled away the hours by taking a flins 
at fine art. 

The pictures she turned out were 
considered good enough to be exhibited 
in the highly prestigious Miller Stock
man Galleries. They consisted of water 
colors and acrylics, a paint that looks 
iike oil paint but dries faster. 

Dt>nver i'(lst art critic Rena Andrews 
v:ewt>d them and repcn·ted that the 
acn-lics wer~ close :.o the works of the 
G!.'l:man exprE'ssiorJst.s but tltat Galya 
"ust>s vt>ry s•mny colvrs like Van Gogh." 
The arti~t had "a dismrbing technique" 
in that \t appeared she ran a comb 
through +h~ paint, leaving ridges, but 
for all that she seemed to have genuine 
talent. 

The exhibit drew wide interest, 
partly, to be sure, bec::tuse of the notor
iety surrounding- th~ artist and, at $40 
a throw, 1-hf' paint!ngs were reported 
seJiing well. Indeed, the gallery has re
quP;;ted that Galya turn in some more 
paintings with the hint that the price 
may be upped. · 

This !Pad;; to thll reasonable conclu
sion t.hat if Galya beats the charges 
against her. she may be launched on a 
new career, pC'rhaps e!'en more lucrative 
than forgery- -and .l'e:rLainly . a . lot Jess 
~!fs-~ I · ~·{ t•.1 •• JbllJ '{ l' o~l• 

I'"' 11'·. 
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Prof. Thomas Riha's disappearance more than a year ago from his home (below) 
in Boulder, Colo., produced a flurry of rumors that ho was involved m 

•t. . • ,. international espionage. 
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Colorful, domine~ring ii\ct-tale';,ted 
Galya Tannenbaum is~ shown confer
ring with .her att?rney, John Kokish 
(~) between heeyrings on charges 
of forging .the missing Prof. Riha 's 
parne to papers disposing 6f-hf:.~rt.iine 
1inc:r'Ca-r.' 
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h,l'l{er.s~~re ' time, she d~b-
: hled.at patiftngs {~ ), some ~f wh1ch 

were shown in a Denve1 ~allery. 
Colorado Congressman Donald Brotz
man {~) sought clues ro cloak
and-dagger activities in Wa:.hington, 
~but received negative replies from 
l\the FBI, CIA, and U.S. Military 

Intelligence. --
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....,, •• • '-"'"'' 1 ., vr· \.AJL<.)l~A DO \,../ 

-OULDER, COLORADO 

. ~ 
1"ER 1:0R SI.AVJC AND F-AST EUROPEAN STUDIES 

f'ICE OF THE. OJR£CTOR 

I 

J-l<n.'Ch 5, 1971 

.·• ;:·! ~<""tr Boovc::-
~-

.. ~,j ... ~Pc! to:"' 
· ···k _:;·tl 3-..J.re<lU of Inve st:Lcation 
···~ ~ ;,::ctl ~)t8.tPr-: ~e:)8.~\tr-~ent of J11sJ .. -;ice 
. · 1,: .. ~, .;-( .. v, n 0 cor;;;:; 

1 ......... '-' ,J • -. , - • • • - /// 

.· 

l 
/ 

,/ 
/ 

!/ ··, ..... ,. / 
..,~ . 

?-·- ' . . ,. ... 
.-I'. 

. /'·~ I . ' 

Reference is made to your co:m.r:1u.n.ication o:t:lr·Iar·i:-h .. )-9, 1970 
respect to the dise.ppeare.nce of Professor

1 !120!~~~-~}t_~he ..• ....... 

a f~i:i de.~rs c:..so ~ 
c~ t.J.on i.·/RS sen-c; 
i:har1 Boulder it 

I de not nece sse.ril~:r envisa3e the enc1o sed letter c:.s a 
. ' ' ;:.;- I . ~ ' t' . . ' . l . . d . L • 
"L:•;:e:r~·G. "-01.·if~Ycr, cm1.no-c exc.Luete ne:c :posslOL.l"G;)r a.n l"t.l J.S 
fo:::- ·ch:i.n l"'cason, as 1-;ell as for ·tlle o1)v·ious ir2plicatio:n of the 
( 

,. .J_CJ .\.... .l_'t I "T'" • f- • t 0 t; -'-"" e I I 

:0~1 .. ,-:..?lvS, vl1U""G l. 9IJ. 1-J!'l\illl(; 0 ;::ou e.ge.ln 8.J vlllS "Gl::!le. 

_,._., cnJ 
....... > l 
~/ / 

Sl.i'G : ml 

- .. 
,.. .... ~, (~ ~ ~-r-r 

' 
t· !' .. \, • 

'?-; 

r,·::.;}:.~L-l:.~:.·~··~~~~ ........... , 
. i 

; { t '; ,.., {"'\ If' 11 

' \ V' I .\) IJ_) l• 
·- .Jv \..- 1 \_., 
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HOTI( cc:n'nnJED: • • 
Fischcr-Gulati previously wrote to the Vico PJ.~csident 

concerning the disappearance of nibn, which letter was referred 
to thc: f.,urcau fer l'Cply. Eo wns ini'o:cmed the J?.BI hrld conducted 
no investigation concernin~ the disnppoarance of Riha; had no 
infor~w.t:l_on rq:;:<rdin;; his \'.'hcrc.:ubouts: and thc:<>e was no indication 
of n. violation o:C ;;'r.;der;; .... l law \'Ji thin :..cllc I•'DI 1 s j urisd:iction. 

FiGehc::'!>·G-alati is n. professor of h:i..story, C:o1orado 
University. Salutation of Dr. taken from cstnblishcd reference 
bool;:. f"l.CC01'di;lg to f;u:i:"il0rJ; )J'if.WhGr·~<.~al:.lti '.nH:; d.o)_:errGd in 
\Yo:L'ltJ \/ax· II fo11 ;. ::;ycllC;!~!\.~ll1~'of3:1..!3, t.lll:{:lc t.~r ~ty11e, !fc l .. €fJOj~·tec.1l~y 
nd~.rif.;ccl [~tate JJGJJ~'t1"''il:!Cll·t: i11 l~JE10 11::::· VJ}~~fJ a c:l·:J:~~e f1~j .. c.11d cf ~c11e 

c f' v/"1'"1-JJ!J::. J {:.A ..J I I IV t-· 5 OU/fCE 
·- ., ..... -

~c co~reunicated vith Justice DepartMeat 4/7/69 con-
col ... ll~.;J~ l!il1a·' s (lis£!!)r}c::u.x~al1Ce c: Jtt~..;tics aci:no-r.vJ .. e(J~IGd 11:L~; letter~ 
IIe has l~C('l1 n:o-ntj_onc:d in several prc:Js i tm.1s in tho :i'dha case 
as an acquaintance and University associ&teo 

- 2 .... 

i r. . ...-

\.; f / : ... ~: 
~· .. :, • \" .., ...... t\....1'

1
""' ... ,. .. - .... ...- .... <II - ~~ ... ...:..:.. ... ;y.: ...... _ .. ,. _ ...... _ .. 

-· .. _ ...... ·\~·...._J .. - .. - ' ·. ' -'~ "'-: -- ~~ 



• 
l"ischcr-Galati prcvj.ous:ly wrote to the Vice President 

concerning the disappearance of hiha, ~hich letter was referred 
to the Bureau for :r-eply. Ee was informed tha }!B! had conducted 
no invosti(~at.ion concerning tho disappcnranco of Uiha; had no 
:tn:forz:J.o.tion rc:;~rdi:ng his \'/herc:abouts · and t1l:.J:::·c was no indication 
of a violation of l<'cderal l.J.\V wt thin the J?IH 'n jurisdtction~ 

Fincl:.(.n·-Gnla ti ::i.s a professor of h5.story, Colorado 
Uui v·e:.t·sity. fi:.~.lutat:i.on of Dr o t'lkcn from established reference 
bool{.. According to DufiJ.os, Fisci.Jcr-Galnti v,ras dofor:rcd in 
Wo:d.d l!ai"' I I for psychoncuros~.n 1 an:{iety typE;. He reportedly 
advi::.H: .. d State Department in lOGO he vms a close friend oi the 
Directorts, an untrue r.;tatcnE'nt. IIo h:>..s been in periodic 
routine contact in the pn.st \7i·t;h the Honan:tan J!:mbussy and 
contacts not of knmvn nocu:;:·it~ ~:~ignificance o He was born in 
noman:ta. 

li.c cc.3.'ii11Unicatod v.rith Justice Dopar i:nont 4/7/69 con
cerning Hihu'f~ disnppcn:r·ance" .Justice acJ:.:no'.'Tledged his letter. 
Iie has been mcnt~i<n:t~d in scnie:i.~al press i ter.ts :i.n the Riha case 
as an acquaintance andUniversity associateo 

J FK Act 6 (1) (B) 

2 -

• 4 ...... , • , ... . \" . 
~· i\'f'i n0; 'RC 
-l •u.~vvU 1., 
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Co\·ernr:wnt ofi1cials in !he 
Soviet Cni<m \'.iii he requested 

~-· to dc.tcrmine ;,· Prof. Thomas. 
C..-- · Hi!m is in t;1at country, a 

isnokC':::man for the So\·iet am-

I 
b~~~2dor to .the Uni~ed States 
saJd ::O.lol!day. 

1 "But I c cl n n o t j)l'0:11isc 
whether an\' ::-.nswer wm be 
pin•r., '' said ·the a~sistant to "\n{. : 
ta:->sador Analolv Dobrmin d:: 
be Soviet Emba5sy in \\'ashin~·! 
~;m, D.C. ·: 
· Spcculaiio:1 over Riha's where
abouts \':as renewed after the 

1probable suic:de :\larch 7 of' 
.:\frs. Gloria (G:<lya) 'I'anncn-: 
baum at Co!or:1do S~atc Hospital 
in Pl•eblo. 

Before she la1)scd into uncon-
seiot:s!:css frr>m the effects of 

I cy2n;cie poiso:J i !:~; . Mrs. Tannen
baum re-portedly ~:1id J:iila "had 
ju:.-:t made ir'' to Ru:-sia after 
he Yanishrd .\iRrch 14, 1S69, 
froin BculciC'r. 

Tne F. S. SJaie Depa•·hncnt 
has ~aid it has no information 

I suggesting Riba is in the so,·iot 

u~'"ll~ ·~-·· j 

5 8AP.R 2-1-9 ?1 \ 
- ,,.,. fl .-;,, ··\ \/ .. ) 
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3 The Denver Post · 
--renver, Colorado 

Author: 

Editor: CharleE RG 
Title: f":Jrs. Gloria 
Tannenbaum 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

submitting Office: 'Lenver 
0 Being lnvesUgaled 
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G$.1. GEN. R£G. NO •• 1 ~_..\ 

UNITED STATE~~ :~tERNMENT 

1'!4. emorczndum 
TO Mr. E. Se Miller 

FROM W~ A. Branigan 

" { I 

1 1\'Ir., A .. Rosen 
1 - Mr., D. J. Dalbey 

DATE: 10/20/71 

1 1\Ir. T. E. Bishop 
1 ~Ir. E. s. Miller 
1 Mr. We A. Branigan 

Tolson_,_ 
Felt ___ -;/ 

'~'"':" ---.r--.....-:.l.'·I!Ju ;;-"":..;;---
_.:::\ .. '~OJ>~~--
t:'~ N ·NiJ.m.w.'.s. __ 

C'nllnhnn ----
Casper ___ _ 
Conrad ___ _ 

Dnlbcy _ 
Cle\'elnnd __ 
Pender __ _ 
Bates 
•ravel 
Walters ___ 

Soyars 
'!'cit.>. Room __ 

1 - Mr. w. R. Schlarman !Iohnes 

SUBJECT: THOMAS .. RIHA Gandy 

MISCELL..t\NEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Letter received from Oren Jarinkes and Francis Bo 

I 
Randall of New York City who described themselves as school
mates and fl,"'iends of Professor Thomas Riha. They referre·d 
to an article which appeared in '~The New York 'l'imes'' on 
Sunday, October 10, 1971, Sating 11The FBI learned that there 
had been no·foul play, that the professor had chosen to 
leave for personal reasons.'' They asked to be advised if 
we could inform them if Riha is in fact alive and if they 
can communicate with him. Reconunend they be advised we 
conducted no investigation into Rilla's disappearance. 

;;s~:-'l 
QO~ 
<:"-'<"--' .!,. ~ $ ,:>.co "" . (.,) 
<::: ,....~~ ~ 
~ ..... 0 
~·"'' 0 (':) c ~ .~ ~ 

Professor Riha ·is the Czechw· born naturalized US ~- :.s ?A'~ . ~·:: ~~: ~ 
citizen who was a former professor of Russian history at s-~ . .;;· ; -
Colorado University, Boulder, Colorado. In March, 1969, he , ; ; ·~,_!· 
departed the Denver area without notifying :friends, associates · ~ .... , .... 

l
or his estran~ed wife. We did not conduct anu investigation. ~:: ~~ ·, 

._, J . ~ .......... ~ ~~ 

into his disappearance since there was no evidence of a , CZ> ~ ~ ~ •. 

violat-ion of a Federal law within our jurisdiction. Local .@ 8 ~ ~ 
authorities in Denver did conduct an investigation in'~;o his ~~~~· 

)disappearance' however' to date his wh~reabouts has not been j ~a~~ g 
tascertained e EX 102 REC 2Cit . 7 '' ..... l • ;

1 I / r ~ ..... :~ 
" I\ ~/, • e~:~o:-~;;:l , ' '/ - .,;,..,-! ( <:.~ ~ Cf.) 

Bureau files indicate Jarinl;:es, Queensboro College, f ·. · ~~ ~: 
New York, professor, has previously been interviewed by us f (':) ~rQ 0 

~ <::-- s;·~'::! regarding Soviet matter and was cooperative; however, while t:JC:. o 

in the US Army 1954-56 he received psychiatric treatment ·and ..... ~.~~ 
• ~~- :~. 't admitted "emotional pressure because of homosexual tendencies. tl ~ .-- r, 

c.-:~-~ 
Randall is a professor. at Sarah Lawrence College, New Yorl{. ~ :_ ~ 
He was interviewed by us in 1954 in connection with a student ~o <'>-

trip to the Soviet Union and was cooperativ~II~h~~~ 1 g-<'>,~ 
supported and participated in antidra:ft and anti-Vietnam wa:r ~ ·::: 

activity. -16 OC~~1~-~· t ~i 
Enclosure _A-'?.,.,...(.. -r /.. 1 ; y , ~.:;--+. 

- .;}-.-1/- 71 - \. (i /~I,,;...-,. ~ --~ ~ 
105-78256 0 ?Y---¥'u~~-\..:6~..:. ;. .. .>·---. i~~ 
1 - 134-16839 (Jarinkes) " ~ 0) c:. 

1 - 105-30830 (Randall) 'foNTINUED - OVER ~ ~~· 

1~CA Jos---1r "J, ~G 
(M...; /' 

-----------
-NW 55100 Do Id:3~ 

..._,___-



• • ,
1
randum to Mr. .E. S ~ Miller 

. 'rliO~.IAS RIHA 
, • -·~') r.;G 

! \.l~}-/ (.}~V 

:tCTION: 

With your approval, the attached letter will be 
sent to Jarinkes informing him and Randall that we have not 
conducted an investigation of Riha and suggesting that they 
may desire to contact the District Attorney in Denver for 
further information. 

v \ 

- 2 -
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'3<.ln, __ _ 
l ___ _ 

,en __ • 
ir ___ _ 

hoi> -
cr.E.S. __ 
lhhnn __ _ 

1

IH'r ____ _ 

:rad __ ~_,. 
i_;ey ___ _ 
l·.,)nnd __ _ 
~!ur ____ _ 

~~ =-~-=-_:_ 
lcr~ ------

l

lrs ____ _ 

!. Room-~-~,_ 

IWS --~- -·

)\ ·--··· ·--

e 
0 

October 21$ 1971 

1 I1r. A. Rosen 

!11" o O;;'f':l1 J'n.Tin!:::c s 
.t;25 :~--~:;_ 'r~:~~iCe i.'~:t va 
~;c.u YCPZ':~, Hew i!m!~;; 1v025 

l 
l 
l 
l 
1 

Llx~. 

nr" 
IJ:. 
l';Iro 
~J.!'. 

fl;:)foz·or.t..::e is r.•:1de ·to t:t~e J.ette!' £:ron 

D •. Jo J:n.lbey 
To E. Dis hop 
Eo s. I.Iiller 
w. A. JJranigan 
w., Rc Schlarman 

F;&;•m,n.cis Ho Landall ar:¢1. you da:i;cd Octobel:' 13 j\ 1911e 

•.nlo FBI has u.o·i: condtmted an inver:rtit~ation 
conceX'nine ·~;he di::>n.rmr.:~ar~ncc of P:-:•t):•'essoT ~<.'l!o::~.as :Ci.ha 
since ·tb.o:!.~o ~.G r~o :i~:.1·Jic.r.ri.:::ion o1 a v-ic>lr.t.tion of ~my 
L"GdoraJ. larJ wi·t:hin c<.:r ;h-::iodiction~ t•c hn.t'G no 
rrnowlcdge concerning Ji:r•oicssor Eih::1 '~::; v,imreabouts ~ 

Pzoofcr:so:r l1H~a t s disa:>poarance war::: the 
suh,jcct o:e an iaves1;i"':at:ton by local nutl .... o~:itics in 
I:.::nvcr., Co!.c:.;;"aco, w.1d Y(..•U 1-;n.y t1csi:'<'e ·to .c(~H·i;ac-i; the 
D.ist!. .. ic·i~ .f.i.·&·coz·ncy iu r;cn-,rczo ior in:io?.mation l .. r~ga;eding 
this no.:~ tel, .. 

1 -

n '\.. : 

MA!LEQ Z 

OCT 211971 
5 . FB! I 
~-Denver (105-4151) 

J. Edgar Hoove:e 

(Enclosure) 

SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 

l "·i 
; MAIL ROOMr.:=J TELETYPE UNIT! I 

\r:: .{ ~-- \1 
i .. ,. 
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...;(;. _ , -~ • 
.Mrp Oren 0 

treatment and actmittod l''f.nnoti<m:;.l prcssm::-e: becauo0- of 
hQP10"'C'''ua·: t (>t'\rlc~c1· c r• II }<a· ..,,.·l·Cl 'I 1 ..!."' ,, ... P'\""Q"~C<'r<O .... "t ~ ....... ..,.1·1 · ·~ .... ,_, .... ~- ,, ... .... u . . .. • .• ...... ...... _ .• .;.> .... •• • .. ~~...> .. •.• ~-'"'·' v . 

Ln:rf.i.:cnco Col1q::e, I;,;;w Yo:.;-k, :J.nt~ was intc:rvit.·wed by us in 
1954 :l.n conm::etion i'J:l.th a student t:rip to the f::oviet 
Union and \nt~:~ ccopsx·n·i;J vG. In J.0G3 he suppo:t·ted and 
participated in antidrnft and anti-Vietnn~ war activity. 

NOTE: -
See r:tGnoro.nc~ -~l ''l W. A. Branigan to L!r.. E. S. UiJ.ler 

d.'"',.tr.•d 10/':0/'71 c·.-..,....·'··1 ··,:· c. d ttl'pl - ,....,. .• ~ • .-. 1~.; '1a ?'·l~cell'"'neouQ . ""' - • -·' .·<-•vt--. .. ·' _ ... ~ ................ ---'-! . ' J. -'· o..:. • "' "" 
!nfor:m.ution Concc-.l .. nin;{ ; n propa.r~d by l!Ir.S :kml. 

- 2 -
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,: -l·l:ro Oren Jarinkes 
Hr, Francis B. Randall 
425 Riverside Dro 
New York, NY, 10025 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
lvash ington ~ D ~Co 

Dea:;:- Sirs, 

·-

In Jhe 1\mv York Times. of thts Sunday, October 
10., a reporter makes an extraordinary statement 
about the disappearance of Prof. TEOHAS--H.IHA from 
the University of Colorado in .Narch, 1969o he 
says P "The F. B. I.. lea~ned that there had been no 
foul play, that the professor hAd chosen to leave 
for personal reasons." 

lve have been friends of Thomas Riha for many 
years. Doth of us went to school with hirnp one 
of us (Oren Jarinl<es) served in the Army \vith him~ 
~?e appeal to you out of the strongest concern for 
0ur friend \vhom 've have thought dead for tlvo years .. 
Can you tell us that Thomas Riha is indeed still 
alive~ or is this just one more i\e'v York Times 
error? Is there anything that you can tell us 
about him and his situation~ consistent '\.Yith your 
professional discretion1 Can his friends help 
him? Can \ve communicate with him, through you 
or in any other \vay'i Nay 1-ve beg you to tell us 
\vhat you can about our friend~ as soon as possible? 

Tha.nk y0u very much for anything 
you can deS 

I'" l . I 
. ' l _. i/' .. < 
l_)- \._ 1; ~1' 1 

/-"/•,\. L '1, V ·-t -·(.-;.'" 

Ex 
.. 
02 

Oren Jarinkes , . :· .'· . . 
-1 .'- REC~ 15 { ·· -, " - ·,, _ - ..... r ~v.?v'V'-t-~.0- b.. }\.-~,VY~.C~ ~tJ/.Il 

Francis B. Ra~ ~ .,., ____ ::::~ 1 

W. OCT 22 l971 

,, 
' 
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liN)\! 

Mr. 

_,-. .. ~. 

. \· . .. ::, 
Wannal:Il /., ·. 1 , . 

" 
DATE: 

1 
1 

2/26/74 

Mro Nicholas 
Mr. Cregar 

JFK Ac t 6 I 1 I I B I 

Assoc. [lu , . 

Del'· AD .I.J~. 
Oci', Afl lnw, 

Astt, O•r . . 

Adl""",n, _ 

Co,.,p, ht•. 
Eat, Aibu, 

f,IC'• t.. Co,., 

Got\ In,, .. 

ldC'nl, _ ., ·-·-

fntc.·ll. 

P.lc:'O, l. EowA~. 

$pee. lr·"·· . 
"l ramon~:~ . _ _ 'fiiOMAS H IHA 

IN'l'EHNAT.... SECUTI I'I'Y CZECH Les;cl Cc.vn. 

Tclc~1ton~ n-.. . . 
Oih~ ctor ~""c•r 

tele.phonically 

has 
a source t..t1 H o 

/ [to.cent ·• y advic:.<ed his 
Dc~ntact that he had le~l;n~d from' a sua- so:spc.t;: ";'/hO 
in turn learned from a friend, not identifi&d to s~u~'e 

that the friend had seen subject in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia, in late 1973. 

Accm:.·ding to L.l __ .... l / the . · JOVI?f-E h~d no additiona.l 
information regnrdi~g this matter and had failed to obtain 
th6 identity of the friend of liis 

Inasmuch as we do not have a cur:;.~ent investigativo 
interes~ in Biha, no further action is warranted in this 
case. 

ACTION: 

WOC:ebc 
(3) ;)~.'(./ 

c 
5 5MAR 5 t9i"4 }~ 

I • 

For information and record purposes. 

A• ' ( 
'l·\ 

! J 
}. 

'· ' 

/ 

\..· 
J 

·' 

j 
ti ; • 

- I I 

I 
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~.I.Y 1941 fOITIOH : • 
~ OP'TION,..l fOI\4 NO. If) (-~. $0l0-106-

~· <t USA GfH, R.EC, NO. 27 \~l 

"" U:-\ITED STATES GCh ERNMENT As:..oc. Dit. _ 

Dop. AO Adtn. 

Oop. AD In•. 

I R0\1 

J\.1! en~lara.ndum 
\' .. ~:;, 

Mr. W 0 ·R. Wannalt 1\ ~~ · J'·' 
\1 

,,, '.:r 
W 0 0.,1 Cregar 

,.,.-;:: 

DATE: 2/26/74 

1 
1 

Mr e Nicholas 
Mr. Cregar 

Admm. __ 

Cornp. St''· 

-,1 ll.JECT: THOMAS RIHA ''JEK Act 6 (1) (B) 

Ex.t. AHo•r" 
Files&. Com. 

Gen. lnv. ~ ...._ 

ldont. -~

lnsr;cction ~ ,_ 

Intel!.--~· 
tobo:oto,y _ ~ 

Pion. & Evol. 
Spec. Jnv. _ + 

Troinin9-. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - CZECH Legal Coun. -~ _ 

Tclophono Rm •. 

Dirt:ctor Scc:•y -~ ~ 

On 2/20/7 4 L-1 _ ____,.....;;;._ __ ....,.....;..._,..;;;.__. 

furnished the following information. 
telepho11ically 

RecehtlyByrnes advised his 
contact that he had learned from a former student who 

in turn learned from a friend, not identified to Professor 
Byrnes, that the friend had seen subject in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakiat in late 1973o 

According to '"'I :""'"T" _ ___.Ithe Professor had no additional 
information regarding this matter and had failed to obtain 
the identity of ~he friend of his former student. 

Inasmuch as we do not have a current investigative 
interest in Rilla, no further action is warranted in this 
case .. 

ACTION: 

For information and record purposes. 

/ 

WOC:ebc 
(3) ;.~~v REC-19 L' I D 

- { f . , 

. ; 

\: -"?. ( 

!"!o. t: fl ·Ao - t ' , ) ~ (JJ)-t•1 '" s 974 r. ' 
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I. 

NOV 9 1975 · 

The following fBI r~oll'a., NUMBER 237 764 H , is furnished FOR OFFJ.<;:IAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FB.I by fingerprint contributors: 
WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR. DISPOSITJON IS 
DESIRED, ~OMMUNlCATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTlNG THOSE FINGERPRINTS •.. 

NAME" AHD HUMBER• · 

US DIMIGRATlON TOMAS. ANDRE 
& .NATUP-~LIZATTCN KAREL_ 
SERVICE RIHA 
S~'i FP ... -\~CISC.O: #247 P 23936 
C.ALIF 

u.s~ ARMY 
New York 
N-ew York 

AC of S G-2 
Department 
of the Army 
Washington DC, 

Thomas A.C. 
Riha 
#US 51 288 063 

Thomas Riha 
#A-3 

ARRESTED OR 
RECBVED 

lO-i7-52 
(finger
printed_. 

Enlisted 
12-2-53 

CHARGE 

APPLICANT 
FOR 

NATURALIZATION 

APPLICANT 
FOR 

U.S. AIDIY 

DISPOSmOH 

(finger- APPLIC~~T 
printed) 
1-13-54 

?ince ncit!:2r fi:1~<' rprints r.or 3 . 

~dentifying nurr:o::.! which is ir.r :-~ 
rn our fi:,!s clCC.•Xr,, •·l ni.:-:d Y• .... :r .... 
FBf can•10t guar,1rr t:e in 31 ~,, 1 .. ·r r• ::>t *' . . , . . .. 
• •1": ~-Irs maten:ll cone ern:.; tk.> 
md:vJtlueJ in Whom you art• i;:t ·r;:···:· 

~--~~~~~--~_j. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
- FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHVESTIGAIH 
WI' IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20537 

. '" ... -·y • 
· .. ··· 

Th~ followinq information from FSI record, HUMBER 
is furnish~d FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

237 764 H 

Deseription and Related Data: 

Race: White 

Sex: Male 

Height: 70" 

Weight: 127 

Hair: brown 

Eyes: blue 

Date and Place of• B!;!~;. · 4Z17 -1929 Czechoslovakia (Prague) 

Scars and ~larks: none listed 

NOVS 

Address: 5085 Rockledge Drive Riverside, Calif. (1-13-54) 

Occupation: U.S. ARMY (1954) 

Social Security :\umber: none lis ted 
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INFORMATION RELATING TO GALYA 'TANNENBAUM 
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TO DIRECTOR, FBI 
.... -. 

_ .. ,,." 

(C) 

SUBJECT; GALYii. 
Gzd.ya 
.Jul. ia 

. . ' . . . · 
j 

. I 
'v.:. 

D fP 
00: iJenver 

-. 
The above captioned individual was the ·subject 

of 0 11 impersonation case, twice declined by USA , Denver. 
Circums~ances associated with the investigation are being 
made available in the enclosed LHM in the event subsequent 
inquirie~ might be received at the Bureau regarding th~s 
ma ttr.::r ~ 

. Tk~ docum~nt is prepared in re . . . . 
;:!. ~coom~tt~::~~. '!/O~tr . Committee. sp~;::;: ~,.;o~rm~:qduetst an~ ~s no~ for dissemt. 

· 11• • e a 1-d the "ont t " .. e o off'IJ''"'l p d · · nel. without the · " en may not be discl.osed t · '"" ro:ee ·~ngs bv 
. . express approval of the FBI • . o unauthonzed peraot&-

f\, 
'··\--', 

\ ' .. \ ._;-) 

\ 
·:~~.:~ ~ -~ · . . :\ 

ciJ -· Bureau (Encs 
· 1 - Denver 

MRS/cal 
.... t : 

(3) ·---· 

. ~- . 

R 
! 

., 
•, 

.. 



In T:rply, Ph~IISl' Refer to 

FileNo. 

oe ce 
UNITED STATES DEPAHT~lE.i\T OF. Jl!STICE 

F E ll E H ~\ L ll U H E A U 0 F [ i'< V E S T I G :\ '!' J 0 N 

Danvers Colorado 
Dece~ber 24, 19Ca. 

G~~L ~~;.i ~-~.t:~·7r:::r;;n u:,1 
I:::.:~~:.~;:.~c~~-:£t:..r·liOir 

This in•1estig.a tion was 09ened after the te lephon.e 
call to the Lauver officG ~Y the Colorado University 
i.!Um1.1Us police, i1ouldcr, Colo:.='ado, was received advis:i.1'l~~ 
the Boi1l6er ::7-'.:ll ic:o :Ce~ar"t:::.cut had b~en cu Llec1 to· the home 
of a l'z•ofE::Gsor 'rlwr:w.s 1.aha, a history .!)rt~fessor, at the 
a"foraDentioaed i11sti tution. Interview of Ik:t!ldc~~ Pol:i:ce 
L'.:Jpartnent Oificcrs aisc.losed tlwy t!el'C called to Rihn 's 
homf.'!, 1065 D:i.xth ~areet, Boulcier, Ci.>lor~.do, 1~: ZO a .tn. on 
~&rch 9, 1069~ and subject ans~ered the door. The c~ll 
wns placed by subject Tannenbaum. Their investigation 
disclosed Riha was atte~'ting to obtain a divorce from 
his wife Hana and that subject Tannenbaum was attenpting 
to EC t ll·r·s. Hiha to sign .so~~•e paper~;. T.hoy lc;:E·ned ~Irs. 
Ciba hod locked herself in her bedrooc which was · on the 
~~iu floor and h~d been screaming out tho ~iadow for help. 
nesults dcteruined che could have stepped from the room 
without assistnnce and that her be6room door had been 
loclced frm:1 the ins:tde. ~!ilso ~ sw:lll bottle r.tas found 
under her bed covers· ~hicb was subsequently dotermiDed 
to be ether. 'l'hey also recalled nhat appeared to be 
X:2ro:.<;; co;)ies of im:dc;ra t:i_on papers and Lirs. Tannenbaur1 
advisinL~ thrt t i..£rs. l"t:l.ha ilnd out-stayed her visa. 
~rannenbv.u.m also used the t~:lephone nnd claililed to have 
called the i~migration authorities. 

Captain I~owell ]'riesan, Boulder Police Departr.1~nt, 
on April 14, 1Sa9, advined their dep~rtment did not open 
a case on this natter inesuuch as thev determined the 
problem to be a civil r.1utter. Friese;l pointed out thnt . 
Hrs. 'I'a1mcnb~ur~! had been living '.ti th ?.Ir. Riha before this 
nH:u·ri~~r;e, that iliha wanted to divorce his wife whom he 
had married in the fall of 1068, and that lliha !.1acl left 
the city. 

· · d · . 0 e to your reqUest a;nd. is not.for dissemi-
This document w prepare ~1!, 1 esp : use is limited to offidal p1·oceedings by . 
nation outsi:-?.e 1 10'1.1~1 ~homnu~t .. ee:.. .jay not be ·disclosed to ·unauthorized person-

our CMwm:!/1:.-:e a;!~~. t e con en" . . . 
~eZ without the exp,·ess app'rovaZ of the FBI • . 

NW 55100 Docld:32989553 Page 106 



oe 

GALYA T.i\l'U~ENBAUM 
Pll' ~~RSOl:IA 't I ON 

cJe 

;·.!rD .. Vcvn Nye o:f Boulder, Colora(~o, \'Jho descr:tbed 
herself us tb.o only real :Ericnd Mrs. Rilla had in the 
Boulder a~en furnishe~ the follo~ing information: 

She ~dvised she cat Zrs. Rihu the first week in 
Hovember, lSGS ut a Boulder beauty eolloc;c. ShG £Jaid 
they boca~o friends and she was often invited to the Riha 
ho1:1e. She alf10 recalled that eve~1 at th:i.s early date 
when Mr. ~Hld i1!ro. llib.a had been t11Ul'r:ted for l:t ttlc over 
a ~~onth, i:iro. l~,:i.ha advised her hnsbai1d had already 
mm::tioned <3:1. trorce. E~he also rocnlled a nephew of !.ir. 
Riha's, Zdonck Cerveny, had been living with the couple. 
She udvisc-}d I·.irs. H:i.ha had been in ti;.e country Bbout three 
ye~.;r.·s ::u:~d had r.ot R:Um ei thor tln:ou~h mutual fx·tcnds or 
a relative of Riha's. She recalled numerous co~plni~ts 
by fiil~a that li.is \"life had no i.nterect in his we:.-;' I;:, t!u:t 
sho was a poo:-~.· houockocpor, s~_.:;en·t too much of h5.s 1:-:oney 
and did Eot som:1 to l!shape up~: to wiu~t he expect(;d :i.n. a 
wife. llye recalled that near the end of January, 1569 
Rillr:=. callct.J. t1o:r ·to give !.tel'2 a l~:c:.~sar~e fo)? IIur~u th.rft i1e 
intended to divorce her and would she find out whnt Hana 
intr::ndcd "!:o 110. i.:ll1e also : ... ·ecall<.:d Iiana mentioninf!: J-irs. 
TannenbauM cnllcd her oftcu nnd ~ns a visitor nt i~e 
house. She r•3CHlled Hr. llih.n l~efe:rrcd to Tanuenb~u::"~ 
as Colonel. Nye recalled that both Tannonbau~ and hiha 
~e-e moTl.•in~ 0'1 R~L~.-~'~ ~4AJ"0 ~0 "Ct "rlQ.L- ·to QiYil D""ar~ 'tt J... \r ..... •- ~..... • .. .:a ... ~ .... ~ .. v ~ ., ... - ~-0 J. '-'-l-'~ ...... t.j 

which they indicated were im~igrntion papers but may have 
really been connected with p11 operty settlements o:r.1 

di t1orce papers~ 

Fncts of this case ware discussed with tha 
U. S. Attorney, Dcavor, Colorado, on tlay 7, 1969, who 
advised he did no·t consider this to be a. true violation 
and requested no further investigation be conducted. 

Tannenbaum was contacted by Agents of the 
Denver office and was severely admonished for giving ~ . 

. . . the :tr:pression that 13he was connected with the ~-H.al-j~;tt.,:-.~v~~z: ::, ._ 
hr:t.tz;.;.£~1.t~t~ Sc:-cvice. r/ 

The above case was again opened after Mr. 
L. W. Gillette, who was visiting in Doulder, Colorado, 

2 
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GA.)~YA 'l'l:l-!i\TBI·iJ1/~U~i 
H:IPERSOilNC lON 

..........., .• 
U• 

and oubBo<';,neD·c 1;,; located in Port!lr,·e, Hichi[.::an, co:.lt::\ctod 
tho nonvcr office of the Federal DurGau of InvePtigation. 
GiJ. )~et;te, a~::vic~c1 ·t;1n.t 'J:n~1:r:.c:1j)Utt~~l 11:-td bee1.1 cJatin:-~ a GL1~ 
I~e~orscn, ~ho wao t~e ~nthGr-in-law of his ~au3hter. 
Tunnenbnu~ had indicntcd to I~~varccn she vas connected 
with tho U. s. ~ruy Intelligence nnd ~ao a full colonel 
and in(U.<..·ntot1 to hitt shG Uf:u.a11y trnveled t\/O o~c threo 
times a uock to ~nshington$ D.C. in connection with her 
employi~1cn.t Rnd :i.n tlw >lear futur0 wso to be l:l!J.de a 
b~iJUdier general. Gillette related he believed no ono 
fl.cquainted rkth 'l'annonbo.um believed her claiPJ.S and that 
r.1ost pcrf::on.s \ll!.o knew her believed her to lJo emotionally 
l.tnstaiJle ~ 

Also, ~n Esther Foote of Colora~o Spri~~s, 
Color~do, n9pcarcd in the Denver offico and ~as ~ubse
qucutly interviewed. :Foote ~ditiseo she Pet Tnnuonbr.!tl.!il 
after r~he, l•'oote, placed an ad in tho "D~nvcr Post" 
solic:ttiH0 fortune toll in~;. Foot2 advised she tutored 
two of the subjectts c~ildrcn, a~os 3 and 9, at the 
f51!~~j o ~::t,' c l1o~~o, 26:; Lo ~~;n11 Q_,c:-cc et, i:·en vex·, Co lol"'Uc1o. 
Foote ~dviscd she received t~o bad checks for this 
~or~, ona ~n8 a closed account nud tho other was a 

. non-Gufficio~t fun~G ch0c~. ~oote recalled the uubject 
indicated to her she ~as wortin3 for the U. s. Govarn~ont 
~nd ~as ~oing to travel to W~shington, D.C. and visit 
the pcntn~on and also dicplayed a briefcnse with the word 
nbrwy 11 011 :l. t. Di.w adv:i.ned subj0ct never displayed any 
cred::mt:i.als and hnd obtained nothing of valu.e fr'Ol!l her. 

The facts of this case ~ere discussed with 
Assistant Uo S. Attorney, Denver, Colorado, who n.dv:i.sed 
that inasmuch as Tannenbauu did not diGplay any 
credentials an~ did.not obtnin nnythin~ of value, he 
desired no :further inveot:i.gution be COllducted in this 
matto:c and in::u:a:s.uch r~s Tannenbn.twl had previously been 
.ad!1lOld3hcd, <.1ict :1ot desire to have her recontacted. 

Tlle Detroit office also advised thnt Gillette 
thou~ht there wore Qystcrious circuhlstances surrounding 
Ing~orscn's de2th by cy~~idc poisonin~ to~ether with 
the fact that a will had been found naming the subject 
as the chief beneficiary. 

3 

NW 55100 Docld:32989553 Page 108 



.. 

oe 
GALYA 'l'lUEillN"SAUH 
)];1.:=·£n.SOH.i1'l' I ON 

Ou D~ce~ber 12, 19G9, Captain of Datectives 
l.l,f.!J."_, ~ .• -.~.~d Q,).; .....,... n,...,l1 .1 ,.,.,.. "r;1 O'"a~1o "Po].; (••-> r;,,,,.., ..... ,..+M,.,,,.;-i ;,.. .... h.:J. .t.w.J.. 1 .lJ....-c. .,.-._l..(t.;;~' V~. ·- J.. G '--~"' .... ..:&.. "\.J ... ... ~.\.'::t...\. -y,·.t...:..ot.-'v., 

advised ·that 'lnc:ms l~:th:.t ~ fQ:;:·1;;cl'ly a p:::-oior:f;or at the 
lhii!Grs:l.ty o:J-: Colorado (CU), mts lr:;::;t :3Gen in DouJ.d::::r 
on U~rc~ 15, lS:S~ Upior ndviDcd that Rih& hnd not been 
ccrriod n~ a ~issin~ ryerson until October ~8, 1~09, w~en 
1-:.ir:a r r:: l.l.Gphow :_;denok Cr}:;:·;;ony ~ p:r·c;.;ently :i.n Denver, 
CoJ .. o:t"'t1c'io, ~.i1fl·u.i~:-ecl a;g _..co l~)J:.n. 'a \7l1Dl11 onbot,·tF>. ltilla \7ns 
dcsc:;:.>:~i)ed by i..~·::.tor CloG a perr::vn who \'l!l.G fluont :l.n ftvc 
lan[3uagec :~n ~d).(iition to L:.1eJ.i::h. i:l.::l:i.cl1 ::dvised that 
SOi.1C: huvo ::':eJ t l~:'..ha tiisnppen.:!:cd i;.:.r:.:-.;r:1uch ~r.~ he lr:uy bnve 
boon. :i.n sor.1e t~'r-e of :.1.:-:.Jc::.,cover '<'tox:r. for an ar~ency within 
the Uu.ituo St~~-:~os Governr::(.mt. G;)~:.(?:J:.' ndv:t[:ed Riha '~o 
a·t;·tor110y r1:~ .. o l1~111d:._!Jd i1i0 r;t;.t.;.;ccillen:t c1i vorce \1/aG a l1:tc11t~.rd 
Hop!::in::J :.1t ~3'Julc.\or. ..::r..ier alo.o ~H~7isod thnt ;: -:n!nber 
of C!1CC~.:~J t!U ve ~)0011 c:~;3)"J.O<.i ill :;.~ii1n v S D..CCO,lll't ~.r"(; ·t;I1G 

First !~~io~al Hank wi~h no co~~laiuts of forgery. 
SJ?:te-;}~ (:.t]_~_;o r;uvir..H:~~cl 'l'tt1!11(~l1~)aUl:t 's 11;.1~:10 !Jad «J~pt;arcc1 CJll tl1e 
\.15.:. ~- n o:l u n;who:;.~ .Egi.lol·t und also an I!tg\:•er~wn, whose 
clezt·i;llf.:: llUll l>.Jen t1cr.-;c;.;!) . .l)ctl as !~ttic:i.cit~l n.::.~d. accirlo11t;~l, 

respcc~ively, ~nd ure no~ ~oiu~ invcsti~atcd by th~ 
Dcnvo:c Pol~.co JJc-part1:1e.nt. Both indi vi<.":unls hud lived 
ill Dt:)1VD1 .... 

U:l .. C1)f.i2,(i :Eo !:opl:::Lns, l•f!rJ~rc:e, 20lrl Foul .. tcci1tl1 
StJ:-cet 1 :~cnldcr, adviscci ilo WD.f'J 'J.'':..-:;riaG Hiha 'G attorney 

·foJ: l1is c.!iv·o:t.'c~o j!ro;:l l1is ri~:tfe l:~ar!a. ~!.'l1e d:t '/C-1.-.(!B \~~as 
g:-canted in H:)n\(.c:..· Cotm·ty D:i.ctrict Court on S.eptct•i)er :-;:{), 
19G0, h:::.r~cc: on t~lC Grot:.nds cl 1~cntnJ. cruelty. Il,·-_;}k.ii.m 
ad•.r:!.Ged tbe COU!JJ.e was r:arr~.od in the fall of 19C;.; a:n.d 
·l:-11"' ""r-... -: ..,,~·r.· 11 c·; rl ·1o·:- ""co·.~ +o •7ry;-•lr- o·1+ -ncco'·•cH no· -!·o v;..- ~~ .. ~"' .\.~'-•t·.-v '""""- !. ., ,:; '-'l:..t. \.# \ ... - ... J.... t,.. \.I (:..!. J .. ,.,.""' .. ~, .., 

lliba 7 s lil::tn . .;;s. n ~iop!;:ins advised lt::Um was lact so en in. 
Boule: or on hi:-t:!.·c:h 15 7 lCC9. He adviGcd he rocoi ved a 
tcle~;ra;:! on ... 1a~:-eh 19 1 1~':60, :fro:-..t C:lica[~o, advising thnt 
a letter ~ould be sent later c~plaini~z; that friends 
Ray think he should have consulted them before lc2ving 
but did not think ~e needed por~ission £or what wns 
neceGsary and to pleur.>c subdue the panic. Tb.o tclegr~m 
vms signed 7. =~iiul. Hop::;; inc advised he recc~. ved nnr.1erous 
letters discu~s:i.nG; h.or,w t.wrtc.;ncc on tho ho!.~e to be r:;old, 
bilJ.s of ~1.iiw 'P, ~Jarious papol.'S concerninc; his wife ard 
tho use of tb.e :returns on tho snle of his house~ !ionkins 
alco aovis;_;)d that H.iha obtained hia pi'operty throu:b :-the 
use of a ~?,000, 4 percent loa~ fro~ Julin Galya Dtorm 
Tanncnba1.11:1. Hcpldns advh-;ed that one of the lottex·s 
reeo:i. voc.1 from P.iha \Jhich all !.~uc.1 be on 1;u:dlcd fro:;1 C2.nada 
wuo shown to h::.s wife. I;:una at ti.1G divorce trit\1, D.l.~(~ !I::w.u 
claimed the si~nature was not genuine. Hopkins nGvise~ the 

4 
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GALYA ~t'Aln:~E!{31\U~I 
IMPEl;.SOHA'J:ION 

C\.a 
1. 

only ~ey he coulct describe the whole affair was to call 
it llf~Ooseytr ana that he docc not k:.1c.w if f~:!.ha is alive o 

!Iop:;::tns udvisod he has "l:nlked •.vi th '£~H.t;:!cr.iJ<..:tli.1 iour or 

.. 

five times on the tolap~oDc nnd bcfu~c Riht,'A d~sappcarance 
had be0n ~;i ven. a nunber to ct~ll :cor· r;:annenbttu.t:l and heard 
Riha talki~g in the background. lfupkina also advised 
Rihats nep~ow h3d been living with T~nnctb~um itl Denver 
for sor.1e time. lie desc;::i.hcd 'J.\~naen!:luum no pcrsuasi ve 1 

domineering, ve~y defensive o~cc anyone questions 
confidcnwe in lw1~, a rn:::ble:r Pnd finally, as a neu:<:>otic. 
By neu:cotic, :1e ndvised nhe hns delusions of grandeur 
of importance, of her ovn ability ~ud of official 
capac:V:;:i.eEd. He adtTisod it was h.:~s O!?inion that if 
Tannenbaum were over taken to court nnd waD pushed, 
she could plead ins~nity uith no difficulty. uo 
also advised 'l'::uuwt.i.bUUJ~l clains she l::nows the \7ho:r.eaboutn 
of iiihn. n::~.i hn.G u{Wl1 in contact wi til hin. Hopkins .also 
nade a v-~i1::1.iJ1c documents includinr; R letter to tho De:::1ver 
Art ~iuseu.·.~~ :t~_stin~.o; eleven itcus valued frm:1 030 to 
$G, 000 \th:i.ch he assU.L.les belonged to ~l:tha~ to be 1-:1ado 
gifts to the public. 

The Donver office has also been in receipt of 
a letter fror.1 a tb:s. Uuth l~nn Coo~:::., indicatinr, th~t 
ltiha is b.n:c son, inc1uirin~ n.bout his well -:.•cdng and 
whereabouts. The letter was possibly mailed frcm 
Swi t::-:;or1ancL 

The following 
Tannenbaur:1 ~ 

Name 
Aliases 

Se;r 
Race 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
IIe:i.ght 
\:lei~'i1.t 
nu:Ud 
By us 
Hair 
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a description of Galya 

Galyn Tannenbaum 
Galya Ann Tannenbaug, 
Julia Galya Storm Tannenbaum 
li'er:tale 
White 
I-iarct1 30, 1930 
Chicueo, Illinois 
5 foot G inches 
165 pounds 
Ibavy 

Greying 



~~-

1 

;.' ;:.. " 

Gl\LYA TAriN:!:':N'.JAUi\1 
II.1PERSONATI O:H 

CoJ:lpJ.e:;;:ion 
Acidrocs 

Occu.pn.tion 
Speech 
Driver~s license 

Rudc1.y 
2~3 Logan Street, 
Denver, Colnrado 
Public Rela~ions 
Ho particular accent 
Colorado B20D32, 
e:;:pLees 1larch 30, HY/2 

This docunent contains ne:tther rocor:nnonctations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the 

· FBI and is loaned to 3nu:r.' agency: :l t and ::i.ts contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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AIR TEL 

TO: DII$ECTOR, FBI 
" r':•.-/f:' ' . 

SAC) DENVER (4~~3190). (p)_ 
• - IIIII l> 

FRON: 

SUBJECT: GALYA TANNENBAUH, aka 
IHP 

00: DEHVER 

-.. 
~.:.J' 

• 
1/22/70 

Re Bureau telenl1ohe call, 1/22/70. 
'\ . 

I 
I 
I
I 
: 

1 
I 

=Enclosed for the Bureau a~e 5 cooics of a LIU1 pe~
taining to investigation conducted by the benver Office to 
date. 

For the information of the Bureau~ sub·j cct hci.S heen 
charged in District Court, Denver., Colorado, fo:::-· forv.ery and 
inve2ttiga.tion is currently being conducted by th.:; 8ou1d~~"P, 
Colorado PD in an a·ttempt -'co develop similar char'ges agains·t 

·subject. 

On 1/21/70, Detective Captain WILLARD SPIER~ Boulder, 
Colorado PD, advised his DepaPtment €!Xnected to compJ.et?. a 
forgery investigation a~ainst subject on 1/23/70 and att~ropt 
to obtain a t-lal"'rant for her arrest. He 3.lso stat12.d thai: it is 
the desire of his Department to obtain a search t..ral'r·ant: for 
her x•esidence. in Denver in an attem1Yt to develo·o informat:i.cn 
Hhich may lead to the Hhereabouts of 'l'Hm-!AS RI~L~. 

Denver considers it advisable to hold a reinterview 
'tJi:th T.ANNEi~!3/\UH in a.1:>eyance uni:il this aci:icn is COlnl)le"'::ed 
by ~he Boulder, Colorado PD. 

FoP furthe2" inf.ori:le..tion of ·the Bureau, this ma·tt<::.:r-
was originally nr~sented to tl1e USA, Dcnvc~, Colorado on 5/7/69 
-t · ·h·-~·,· _,_··~ h~. -"' ,.! ·,~ .... ,.. • ~· • • +he f'act~ s~·::f-:·c.··~_ .. _~-~,7-o. t"'l,~. ~._:,1 t..J .... ~:.C ~.,e c .. G\ J..Se'"'~ .11e t...\~0 ,rtO .. ~ COrlSl.O.e:t~ ~ -·- ~ .... ~! _ -~ •• :.. 

NW §5100 Docld:32989553. Page 112 

• .. I -· 

·.~ 



• • 
\ 

DN 47-3l90 

""'to Harrant prosecuti'on· under. the Federal Impersonation 
S·tatute •. The case Has reouened on the basis of subsequent 
information furnish?d by t·~r. L. ~-;. GILLETTE, v;rho Has visiting 
in Boulder,, Colorado, who cont:acted t]?e Denver Office of 
the FBI, at which time he furnished additional information 
concerning representations made by TANNE:·IBAUM concerning 
affiliation Hi th U. S. Army Intelligence. . . 

'rhe facts of this case were again discussed Hith. the 
USA's Office, Denver, Colorado, 'lirho advised that inasmuch 
as there tvas no evidence that TAJ·JHENB"~UM displayed creden·tials 
or obtained anything of value through heP representa·tions, 
prosecutioil Hould not be authorized. . 

Investigation is being expeditiously conducted by 
the Denver Office> at the conclusion of Hhich the matter 
\·Jill be again presented ·to the USA Denver, concerning other 
information received by the Denver Office regarding 
representa·tions :made by subject. · 

t 

,I 

2 
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In J!r·, !y, J•: t.·.·uc f:.rjcr f:) 

f,!..:So. 
Denver·, Co lorado 
January L:L, 1970 

GALYA TANl'E:NBAUH 

On Ha.rch 9:; 1913 9; the Bould:;r; CoJ.Ol"2.do Pc+:: .-:::-; 
n;, ""tmo> t T7~c- eo\ "'i"' ... n('""'.r1 +"' ..1-h~ ....... ""',...~.,4~ ... "',..,!'"") "r. !) ..... .!':~- .... - .... • •. ~,_ ___ ..... .. ..:..na .... . : .... ) :,::: . ._ vUTit. . .: .. o ... _._ -- L.~, ·..::.. -'-.:.J.J...\..\I...,;.,l"'-\,;. V..L o~..LOJ..c.:>av.:.. .!.l!.V£•t~i:> 

')R-ih~;;, Tl~-i·•o..,...,~~+y oF ('" 1 '"'""'"'dO 0 "'UldC1" f"olo~•~'~O "0~::: c-.·-.~-'-,--. . ~ ... ;:.:-.1 .... J.:. ....... v_ ... ~-""' .J. ....... v.:...-~.0.. :> ;,._.~.._,. _, v .t.~·..:.\..l '.J..•v-~--~...Lh.t .... t 

.'' st-=- _, .... '"',..,,,, ,..,..,..,..., ..,.., no ,-,-,"ll . -·-h~ p 1. "' DoD;')'n''"P'~'"'''- h.-:.r' 'Dr.:>;:.>') Y'E.CL, D"-u-d~- • -J·~ ~.,;c •• •. 1:0 L •• t:: O_lCt.: . .J'-J ~ ... L.H ..... nl ....... :..t ~ ----

pJ.aced by captioncJ individual. Investigation by t1te Boulc1sr, 
Colo:L'ado Police DeJ!ctFti.:en-'t: d:i.scJ.osecl tilet'L Pr·ofessop Rii~~ ~-ms 
attempting to obtain a divorce from his wife Hana~iha and 
thnt an al tcrcation had taken place a.t this r'3siC:~ . .:::.nc·.:: bet\·:c.en 
P r. ~ ' h '1-.. • • - ' .., 1 T b -·t ~ -r•oJ:essor' .t,J.. a) Hl.S ~·nre ana Ga ya annen aUhl. J.- Has .Le~trneel 

by the Boulder· Police DepCJ.rtment that Professo~" Riha.' s t,.:ife 
hn.d locked hePself in her· bedroom.) ~Jhich tv~s on the main fJ.ooi' 
of their residence) and had been screaming out of tha windo~ 
fo~ help. A s~all bottle was found under the bed covers cf 
her· bed uhich ~~,as su.bsequ.:!ntly deter·mined to be ether. 

Patrolman Douglas John Dorsey, Boulder, Colora~o 
Police Department, determined during his investigation on the 
night of the altercation 'th0.t Tann<.mbaura h2.d been at·:.:emptint; 
to have !·1l''S. Rihet sign sor11e type of irnmigration papers 2.nd 
she advised Dorsey that she Has :rdoint; a lit·tJ.e t,·mr~< for 
immieration nm·J and then. 11 Officer Do1.,sc.y then as·kecl 
Tannenbat~rn for· ide11·ti.fication ~·lhich she sta:ted v1as loca .. ted in 
her car. At no time did Tannenbaum ever explj_ci"Cl;y advise 
Do~sey that sh~ Has officially connected with the U. S. 
Immit;Pation and Naturalization Service , nor did she sho;,.? 
h . '1 .,.... _,. ~ ''\' c- 4 • J..m 2.11)7 :tc .. cntJ..IJ...ca ClOl1 ..:o l:"J1l.S e .L xec ~. . 

. On April li~, J.969, l'~rs. Veva Permill~y~). 3635 
Buckeye Court, Boulder, Colorado, advised she was a per~onal 
ft>iend of Hrs. Hc:ma Riha, having first met he:r~ as a fellm·l 
student at a Boulder beauty college. She stated she was 
often invited to the Riha horne and that shortly after the 
marriage of ~he Rihas in October, 1~63, the couple was 

. , • d . ...,. ~ ., ?, ' ~ I I tJ • ' I consJ..u.e?J..ng J.. vorce. ::,ne rec.:U.J..e~t a nepne~·l or .- r. r,J..na s, 
ZdeneJ~:JCer·veny, had been living \·li i:h the couple. She advised 
Mrs. rtiha had been in the United States about three years 
a.nd h~id met Rih<l either ·throush mu:tu.:.:rJ fy.i en<l.c: c:n:., 2 ..,..,e~! ,:-4-) vo 



. . . ce 
.. 

GALYA TANNENBAUM --·--------

of Rihars. ~he recalled numerous complaints by Riha that his 
\>life had no intel"est in his work as a professor at the 
University of Colorac1o; that she ~·luG n poor hot:sckc0pero; 
and '!:'h-3.t she spent too much of his money. Shs sta·ted t'Lc:::: 
neal' the end of January) 1959, Riha calJ.ed heP to give hcl"' a 
message for Hana that he intended to divorce her and des:i.r-ed 
that she determine fro!n his ~:ife ~·?h.:tt' sh<:. irltt:oiideci t() c.:k.• 
about it. She also Pecalled that Hana mentioned to hel"' that 
Galv "' T~nn"'n· })::t'lm C"',, "',.; 1-. ...... .,... ,....r.: .... ,__ =1·~ _, 'n .. u.' ·De-''n a I~requ<"n·t .., c~. c:1. .. ~. .. c .. ~ . .:.. ::,.. .. ,_ ... __ ........ .~..a...:....L vJ. t..Ci1 c ... l1U d. ·- : ... 

·visitor to the house. She stated Mr. Riha referr-ed to 
Tannenbaur:-~ as °CoJ.onel. u She also ·recailed that both Tarmenbau'·:: 
and P-iha \·Jere attempting to have Hanu.. sign some type of 
inunigration papers, the importance of ~vhich HaS not knm·m to 
her)e 

On May 14, 1969, Tannenbaum was contacted by Special 
Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation at her residence~ 
21~8 Logan Street, Denver, Colorado) during r,.:hich she stated 
sh~ had nevei' impersonated c:m officer of the U. S. Immj o-J>A.tion 
ctnd Naturalization Service or irapJ.ied to anyone that sh~ ';las 
~in any 'Hay connected ..;.?i th this agency.. She stated that she 
assists immi8rants on many occasions by filling out forms and 
in other ways by helping them become adjusted to life in the 
United States. Tannenbaum Has admonished fOJ:."" giving the 
impression in the past that she Has connected \·1i th the U. S. 
Bul.,eau of Irnmigt""ation and Naturalization. 11rs. Tannenbaum 
stated she did not wish any confusion to arise from any of 
he'r actions and \·iaS sol""l"Y if any such confusion did result. 
She stated she would make ~very effort in the future to see 
that no m.isrept""esentation t.·.ras made by her which Hould c~w.se 
anyone to believe that she was in anyffiy connected with ~ny 
Federal agency or actively associated Hith the Immigration 
Service. · . I 

On December 12, 1969, Esther H ... YFoote} 1209 South 
Nevada Avenue, Colol''ado Springs, Coloradd, advised-she first 
me{_G.aJ.ya Tannenbaum as the result of an ad Foote place,~ in 
the "Denver· Post 11 daily ne1·-1spapeP soliciting het' services a.s 
a fortune teller._ She.stated as a re3ult of this meeting 
'tvi!h Tanncnbau!':l sP.c subsequent~y tutored tHo of Tannenbaum 1 s 
ch~ldren at Tannenbaun1rs residence, 248 Logan Street, Denver, 
Colorado. She. stated for her services she received tltiO bad 
checks from Tannenbaum, one of which was a closed account ?~d 
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G/\LYA TANl!ENBAUN 

the other-> an insufficient funds check. Foote recalled 
Tannenbaum stating to her that she was working for the 
United States Government and was going to travel· to 
washington, D. C. and visit the P~ntagon. She also dis
ulaycd a. briefcase ~ . ..;i th. the Hord 11 1\rmy 11 on it. She stated 
~annenbaum never displayed any credentials to her 5 nor did 
she obtain anything of value. 

On December 12, 1969, Captain of Detectives) 
Willard Spier, Boulder, Colorado, Police Department, advised 
that Thomas Riha, formerly a professor at the University of 
Colorado, was last seen in Boulder on March 15, 1969. Spier 
advised Riha had not been reported by anyone to his ·Department 
as a missing person until October 28, 1969, when Riha's 
nepheH Zd~ne.k Cerveny f~led such a report \•7ith this Department. 
Riha Has described by Captain Spier• as a person who is fluent 
in five languages in addition to English. Spier advised 
Riha t s attOl'(:'"'·:: r,,•ho handled the diVorce proceedings bctv7e.en 
Riha and his wife Hana was Richard ~Hopkins in B0ul~cr, _ 
C0}..o:::-,::.·:lo. Spier also advised Tcmrienbaum 1 s name h;.td fl?i?eare:d 
Oll. the ·Hills of Bashor Egher-t and on a Hill of a Gus Ing\·.'ersen, 
~iliosc deaths had been described by authorities as suicida1 
and accidental, respectively. He stated that both arc now . 
being investigated by the Denver, ColoT•ado Police Department. 

On December 12, 1969, Hr. Richm .. ~d E .'J. i-Iopk5.ns, 
A!~<?~ney .a:t LaH, 2 Oll~ lL~th St1.:eet, Bouldet"', Colol"'ado, advi::;ed 
he was Thomas Riha's attorney during the divorce proceedings 
between Riha and his wife Hana. The divorce was granted in 
Boulder, Colorado on September 26, 1969. Hopkins advised 
Riha was last seen in Boulder on March 15, 1969, however, he 
stated he received a telegram on March 19, 1969, from Chicago, 
Illinois, supposedly from Riha, advising that a letter would 
be sent at a later date explaining his disappearanc~. He 
state4 in the telegram that friends might think he should. have 
consulted them before leaving, but he did not feel he needed 
permission for what was necessary and requested Hopkins to 
subdue the panic. The telegram was signed Thomas Riha. 

. Hopkins advised that subsequent to the disappearance 
of Rlha he received letters from Riha or at least signed with 
a signature which appeared to be authentic, which discussed 
the sale of the couple 7 s home in Boulder. Hopkins also 
advised that Riha had ori~inally obtained the-hoDe in Boulder 
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throug1: the use .of a $7,0 00. 0 0 four pe:r.'cent loan from Julia 
Galya Storm Tannenbaum. He went on to state that one of the 
lett~rs purportedly sent by Riha had been mailed from Canada, 
which was shown to Hana Riha at the divorce hearing. At this 
time Hana stated that she did not conoider the signature of 
Riha appec:tring on th:i.s to be genu.:i.ne .. 

Hopins·stated that subsequent to the disappeara::1~e 
of Riha he had numcor0US tele-phc:1G convellSat:Lons ~·7i th 1'annenbaUl:l 
and en one occasion she indi~ated to him that she was connecteci 
with the U. S. Al'my Intelligence Service and that she r_,ras a 
full Colonel. 

Hopkins ad~ised that to his knowledge Tanne~baum 
at no time received anything of value from either of the 
Rihas as a result of any J.'epresenta·tions made by her' concet'n.Lng 
affiliatj_on Hith eifuer the U. S. Immigration Service or Army 
Intelligence. . /' ~ 

v( . 
On January 16, 1970, HP. Gerald Ayi'\Cc.plan.: At·to:rney 

~-t r~ •• BouJcle-L' nolo~aa·o -~~·vl'sed he ren~~nnn+~~ u~r~ 0 J·~-c.. .UC .. ~~i) ., ) _\..... - ~ Ct." ... -.. 1 .... C'-'"--• ..... .;..._ .. .L~JJ.U J.,.,.J!Cl 

j_n 11e::t.·· divorce proceeding from Thomas Riha. He also represeHt:ed 
•her in connection Hi th a deportation pl"'Occeding \·.lhich ·the U. S. 
Immigration and Naturalization Service ~-7as attempting to place 
against her. Caplan advised that on either February 11, 1969 
or February. 12, 1969, he rnet with Mrs. Galya Tannenbaum in his 
office anrl as a result of this visit reduced the results of ~ 
her visit to memol'andum Hhich is attached hereto. 

Mr. Caplan also stated that through interviews with 
I1rs. Riha he had determined from her that Tannenbaum had also 
represented herself to rh .... s. Riha on numerous occasions a.s a 

·member of Army Intelligence and also as some type of official 
Hi th the U. S. Inunigration and Naturalization Service. 

The following descriptive data of Balya Tannenbaum 
as set forth below was obtained through records of thci Colorado 
State Department of Hotor Vehicles, Denver~ Colorado, and 
from the various individuals contacted in this case: 

Namf.'! 
Aliases 

Sex . 
Race 
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Ge>.ly a T a.nnenbaum 
Galya Ann Tannenbaum~ 
Julia Galya Storm Tannenbaum 
Female 
\·Jhi te 
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. . , 

Dc::te of Birth 
Place of BiPth 
Height 
f·'·"' .;- 0'}1-'-.,.._.J_C> l. 

Build 
Eyes .. . 
haJ.:c• 
Coii'!•)J.exiO!l ... 
Addr~ss 

.Occupa.tiolf 
Speech 
Driver '·s license 

Harc1l 30·, J.930 
Chicagd) Illinois 
5 1 6 11 

165 p·ounds 
Heavy 
Brm,m 
Greying 
Ruddy 
248 Logan Street, 
Denver, Colorado 
Public Relations 
No particular atcent 
Colol:'c.do B29832, 

·expires March 30~ 1972 . . 

The ci1•cumstances concernine; alleged i.mpe:rsonation 
:r.-epl'csen~c at ions made by Tannenbntlm have bee-n cU.scussed with the 
U. S. AJ~tm.•ney, Denve:.:·, Colo:>'ftc1o. Bl.'l.se<l upon c1etRils av?.iJ.2.bl~, 
th.o U. So Attorn0y hns c!c:.cli.:1ed to authol~i~~ed pj.'i:>Bocution of 
•r:;tnncnbaum fo:-c violation of tlw li'eclel'al ImpG:i:'sonr:.t:i.on Stfl.tutc. · 
An o:f:ficial o:f the Bouldel', Colorado, :P,ol ice Deprt):tmcJxi; aclv :i.sed 
on l/2J./70, that h:i.s Depar·tl:l3nt expected to complete a forgery 
investigation against Tannenbaum on 1/23/70 and attempt to 
obtain a warrant for her arrest and. a search warrant for her 
residence in Denver in an attempt to develop information leading 
to th~ whereabouts of 'J:l10mas Riha. 

. ... 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the nroperty 
c;f the FBI a.nd is loaned to your ·agency-; it and 
1ts-contents are not to be distributed outside 
yout· agency. 

.. .•. 
~ ... 
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. ~ ··. ·•· 0:-!.luc~c!a:.', ~~·u~ry 11,_o~· \·:edncsday, Februa . .,, !,L, !·-8.J, 1 m~1yith· .. 
t·:rs. G0lya u:nn.:n::>~u;;1 111 r,ly crf~ce at ;;1y request .. Tm.s v1s1.:. \'tas 11. connectlc;· . 

.., .. \~ith the deportat·ion and divorce matte!' in\ !1ich I \'las~ representing· ·lrs. Hana 
Riha. I 

It ha.d been my ur.d::;·sto3.nding prio·r· to this visit that t·1rs. R.iha \·tas beirrJ 
assisted t:-y i·irs. Tannenbaui;r \-lith regard to hel' immigration status and other . 
matters.· Based up.on my conversations vlith ~irs •. Riha a~nd her aunt and uncle) >:r." 
and t·1rs. Gross;;~an, prior to my visit vti th Hrs. Tannenb'aum, Mrs. Tannenbaum \·:~s ' 
apparently exert.in0 a substantinl amount of pressure on Hrs. Riha and had f 

. indicated to them tha~ she had some·official position iri the Government. ' 
' 4- i ! 

1'1rs. Tannenbaum) at the meeting in my office, told me that she was \'lith 1
• 

t-n 4,. ~:hich I asked her to explain. She indicated that 111 4 vtc:.s t.he t1ilitc,:"',Y i 
Intelligence Division of the Army in this District. Shrz_further stat::?d that · 
S 'n" ha" he""' ~"SO ... ~ "+-"'c1 •.• .; +h t.H l.;t"ry• Tnte1 'l.;ge""e fo"' 2? yea"'S :>nr! th:.+ b""~~ .. 

r 
! 
J 

; ..:_; f '-" 1J "'"'' t U..) \,..o I {t """C I 1' t I \..I I I I I I U J.. I I • I I 1 IV I I t 1 i:4 1 1 y I I '-4 ¥ ..::.. ""G. '- ~ 

of her connections in t·'lilitary Intelligence she· had many friends in the Just'\c._ 
Department and in the Immigr.ation Service, 1·1hom she had been contacting in ar1 
effort tv ass·ist Hrs. Riha. She further stated that she had obtained Hrs. Rii1C. 1 S. 

immigration file and that at that time she had possession of the f"ile. She. 
appeared to be knm·1l edgeab 1 e concerning the various immigration 1 a\·Js. She st::t:;~: 
that there were certain documents which Hana must file. She also mentioned tt~~ 
because her position in r"ilitary Intelligence enabled her to arrange for the 
Postoffice Department to place an earlier postmark date on some cor~esponden:e 
which Han~ had filed after the ~ime for filing the documents had expired. 

I~ I stated to her that I thought it \'/aS appropriate, in order to protec..t r;-,~; 
~1ient, to ask her to produce certain credentials or identification. She state~ 
she did not have any identificat·ion 1·1ith her, that she did have a plastic cart: 
vihich identif·ied her \'lith Hilitary Intelligence, and that she would see that) 
received a proper identification c~rd at our next meeting. We had no further 
meetings and that \·Jas the only direct contact \'thich I had vlith 1·1rs. lannenb~t:::-; 
other than some telephone calls, which I believ~ preceded the office visit. 

· . 
. ; 

.;d .. 

. / 

' : 

···' 
'· • 0 

. ' . . . ~ .- " . . 
· This do.r:?.('l'itent ''1.8' pre~•r,;7e:l ?n 1'e8ponee to lfGV!l 1·er;1WE!t ow· 18 not :mr ih.'l,'lem~-. · r· · z· ·, z • ·-- • z ,. b · 'i:a)·io'i?· o:··~· n ·" 1 'l ~.:c ., ;;-· Cli ; ;~rit' 1 tee ; · · *-~.1N!r, . ~3 l?:t ~ .. ~" · , '',(/ (. ~"'; r r~a . 'F IQE;?((_ ?..::gs y 

yunr Com?:&it · ·c; c:: :. ~~ ~.';.e co~z f;er..t J5XJ? ?i.:Jt . l>o l~:.;~ lcee-J to 't~:<a <:t~; .on;.;ed pe'i'SO??.- .. . . 

nel without the exp1·e88 a})1Jroval of tJt..e F Bl • .-
• 0 •• • • • • • 

·'. 

. ... : .. 

.. 
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DATE: January 27, 1970 i~~:..~~~~; 
FRO:--..f 

1 ~ .!vir. DeLoach 
1 - l\11~ 0 no sen 

;:~·~·-~r ?_~-- -~~ 
"'·!·.·.··: -·~ 
:i.Jo'.•'.~---1 - l\Ir. Malley 

-
suBJECT: GALYA 'rl.U:H{:~HJ3AUM 

I?.!PERSO~liTION 

1 
1 
1 

-
Ur. Shroder 
Mr. Huppert 
Mr. Bishop 

~~ ;:2 ~ 
<1:>0l;l;;::-
.,.....~ ~~· 
~"'lo 
~Q~~ 
~~ ~ (~ 
c ~ ~ r~ ~ 
~ ~.~ ~ ~ 

~.~:"~. (\) 

~ (_~: ·~;~ ~ 
~ <..~ ..... ") ('>. 

'• '%) 
<1:> ~ :.) 
~ ~~~ ~ ~ .. g t~ ""-S ~ 
~ ~~ Q"": 

1 - i.1r. Sullivan 

Captioned subject has been uader investigation by 
D3nVC:.'l" for possible violDt ion of the Federal Impersonation Statute. 
S>e has indicated connections with Immigration and Naturalization 
Scr<.;ice as well as referring to herself as a "Colonel rr with 
U. S~ Army Intelligence at various times. The U. S. Attorney, 
J.::,:)nPc:r, has thus far declined to authorize prosecution, based UlJ!)n 

r-:;ubjoct rs alleged misrepresentations. Additional investigation 
be:Lng conducted by Denver to determine if Tannenbaum has, in fact::-:· 
violated the Impersonation Statute. r . 

CI'J ~:."' ') -.'l 

<%> <<> ~s "'l Considerable interest in the subject has been generat ;~: 
~ ~ ·~ ~ " . 
~:; ~~.,~ bJ• the pross l>ecause o:.c her connect~on with Thomas Riha, for111e:r · 
ci ~~- ~-= .:n,.:professor of Russian history at the University of Colorado, who 
~ ~~~ ~ ~disappaarecl in I!larch, 1969. Rilla, born in Prague, Czechoslova!dn.:_; • 
:;~ .... :r; 0ar.1e to the United States in 194:7 and became a naturalized citize.-, . 
._,t~ &;- ~ i Investigation of the Tannenbaum Irnpersonat :i_on case has disclo;.;e;:l : 
~ ~- ~ ~that~ Boulder, Color ad~, police were called to Riha 1 s r~si?~nc~ 1n ~
"""' :>0·{·-~ 3/9/b9 because of a d~sturbance. Tannenbaum was at tne R~ha pJ):.l?:··: 
t~;; .:2~ aad police .determined she had been :ttempt:Lng to get I1Irs. 1.Uha_;;i;o ~-
:---G;:J~! sign some papers relating to Thomas Riha's efforts to obtain ~~ -:.: 

h· f1~ cilvorce from Mrs. Hiha. Boulder, Colorado, police authori tic;.; hr~\:.e 
?.; ~ ~~~ advised that Thomas Riha was last seen in Boulder on 3/15/69 .; A 
~:·0 'J m:U3sing person report was not filed with the police until 10;'28/69 
~ _.,; -~~when such :a report was filed by Riha' s nephew, Zdenek Cerveny. 
, ..... 
;:- ~ " r -~ ::o: Articles appearing in ne\Jspapers concerning thj_s matter 
~,' f ~ have indicated that Galya Tannenbaum may have information concernir::~ 
~· ~g ~l the disappearance of Thomas Riha. Basic facts were furnished to t!:c 
~ ~. ·-;i Attorney General by ;tetter dated 1/14/70, prepared by the Domestic 
1~ -~· ~ Intelligence Division. The Crime Records Division has also advise::d 
~ rr. ~' U. S. Representative Donald Br.otzman (Republican), Colorado, that 
~~<;>~~-the FBI has conducted no investigation concerning Riha 1 s disappear-

ance. It is anticipated that other inquiries may be received in v:.c
of the continuing interest in this matter by the press. 

''\ 1-- \ 3 
r.·.- \(~·· JDt:I ·dvJ· · \. t 1-i / · · 
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, •. •}-! 1 - 105-78256 (Thomas Riha) --SEE·.-ACTION-~ OVER; 
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Rosen to DeLoach memorandum 
RE: GALYA TAlffiEN:3AUI'.I 

ACTION: 

Above submitted for information. Denver 1 s investigation 
of rrannenbo.un under the Impersonation angle is being closely 
followed. Any inquiries concerning her alleged knowl.edge of 
Rilla's disappearance will be appropriately handled. 

- 2 -
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R::.:J;;· !>to:mt;,in News Yf,·iter 

CH!C.\GO - IIe-r num~ is neither 
•,i-al~:t 1w1 'l';mneabaum, ace'>rding to 
t>·1:\f' n h·~ lm('w the enigma Fe DenYer 
v:nn::1•: n·;il'll ~he lived in Chicago ju 
::1e J!·-~. ·., and 1960~. 

B :· :\fr:'. Gloria Ann Forest 1\Ic-
.?her::- ::: S::!n:0's use or an exotic as' 

{ . .s::mt>-: n.: m·.! b in 1-;:eeping, the.\' say
1 

f . ·., iti1 -;. •· l!Iel·:mg flair for pla:ving mys
i ... :-:1":r:l.' rt,! .... ~ ~.~~ct '~:e~~.:ving '.~:!.!bs of pn:·t 

-···••!,.,. -rJ r,..,. .. t f'l.,f . ...,r-,.,. 
i ~ : • • -'•• ,-~ ' t 1-' ...... J. l .l.C.U ..\. 1,.((.:".,., • 

• "'":·E. ~d:11o-or 'f<mnenbaum, if you 
f ~--~ce;:.: (:le n<!me uy which she is better 

1
1 

:::-:!( ,;\·:: .:1 D.::rr:c!·-remn.ins 1i1e J.;:ey fig-
:::e ::: a n;;.r;ti-facctcd Colorado mys
'<·:::-•·:--. . ::e n·.'xt pccp1exing facei, wiihl ~ 

j 
I • 

. I 

1' ' 
' 

J. · 
i 
.1' 

: ·;t a :::~1l.n. is Jhe quesi.ion of what hap-
::-:·:1cci :; Dl.·. 'lhomas Riha, the Czech
~·~rn "~ ' :>ci:1.te prvfesso1· of Russian hiS'-
::•ry ·.~ :~) disappeared from t;:0 UniYer
.::-:1y r: :.:>lor:trb r:nd seemingly from lhe 
::.ce (: :::',; ec: nh last March. , 

Tl:., !.),>nn~r n·oman, who \Vas arrest
·-::~ L:: .=::1~:1,: ,- r police last Friday and 
:::ar;-::·; \'>ith fnrs-ing Riha's name to a 
:.::ec;.: :,:st Jut~-. ;;ays she is one of a 
. ·ery .:-.-:'.· pv.);:~.: . if not the on!~- one, 
·:::w : .. :;·;::-: !lh.? ~"1 -;;vers. She also in::;isis 
-- lS ~:: \\.: t:. :1~\ w.:ll. :Many p<.!l•plc arc 

-;·:iili!:·~ ·.-; ,:grc-e \\'ith th8 first statement, 
-~~.. ,.:-·----:-~ 

I . r.-1551oo 
. ........ 

Do·cri:l,:-32'9'89553 •.Page '122' 
1 • 

but there is contro\·ersy on thescCOiid 
point. 

Probably no one in Chicago lmows 
where Thomas Rilla is. But few people 
here \Vhosc lives have c:1·ossed paths 

.with Gloria Forest-or ::'-1IcPherson, m· 
\vhatcver name she might have used at; 
times-arc likely to forget it. r 

She has acquired a reputation for' 
·making an impriat on people. Usu::tlly;' 
it seems, the imprint has been a painful 

i'\ot ~urprisingly, :'::.Ome of those who 
h:we thus f<:h her impact are reticent to 
talk a'tout it. But from those who will 
tall.:, this mueh has emerged a'brmt the 
remarlml;J.:: life of "the former Gloria 
Ann Forest: 

® She was born in Chicago March 
30, 1931, the-only daughter of an interim·• 

, decorator, the late Joseph Forest. She• 
had lwo brothers. ·i 

o She spent part of hee childhood in' 
. Galva, Ill., near Galena in northem Illi

nois. It is interesting to note that \Vhen 
one adds a small line to the "V" in G:ll
va, one comes up with Galya, the name 
she chose to assume 1atcr .. in life . 

~ She a tt<!ndccl a parochial school in 
St. Louis, ?.Io., and dropped out of a 
Catholic high sc.:hool there, but got a 
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I 
,'.;:~!~.:,.d!.0ol ecrtific<Jtc when src was 20. 
;-:he Iw\·cr rcct'iYed a <'Oll<>!;C ot•:w·l'''-;itl
t!:. ·~,,~h she later <.:!aimed to ha,·e n 
I'h.D. 

o She hGs been wed twic0, dthough 
:-;:;f' daims a third marriage, to Chicago 
,trU·;t Leo Tc:ume::.1l.laum. Sh~ \>.'as en
r.:: '~~·'d to be married in 1~~03 to T<nlc:n
h;P_;m (whose n:ur.:; is :-;peiled d!iit>n•nt
l:-· fl'vr:·t that shP ::,)\V u~t>s), but :l::\u;.,Hy 
\\'<iS n0t diYor._;cd from her socohcl. hus
b.:n:d, 'Charles R. Scimo, until19i!u. 

l\1ore interestin;; than th;se bio~raph
ical tidbits, ho\Vt:\'C'r, are report-; that 
.:.1r3. Scimo worked hf'r way through a 
:-:·~rks 0[ bool<keeping jobs in Chicago, a 
~:. 1.;~!i i.\Ibsoul'i <:ity and f:lscw~1cre, 
\.Vimling up in jail several. times and 
c•l1<'t~ for a three-year ierr11 in 1hc stat~ 
pt:i..;nn in.Pwight, Ill. 

.. S!lll more· fascinating, ily~_.;:{:l -::0ar
(Jhl Denver woman is S<tid to ha\'e posed 
as an expert on virtually <>\·crything 
from geology to aeronautlt:>nl engineer
in~~ to merlicine, even though she had 
on!y a smatte::ing of c:xpt>rtise in anv 
fidd-exc(:'pt., perhaps, thai. of inllnenc
ill~; people to her own ad,·nntag;c. 

Once, she claimc>d to h~n·e im·enied a 
s:;sf em by which in-fli~ht aiJ·nlane colli
--:!ons w~ul~ be avoidC'd, usinj the repul
sion prmctple of mf,gncts who~e like 
pn1es are placed next to ea<'h other. And 
Gnly last week, she daimC'ct in an inter
\ i"w with the Ne\vs that she had de\·el
o;•rd a cobalt process for detoxifying 
Army chemical and biologieal mtttl'ri
;:1s and had built \Vhat she t.:!rme\l a 
•' i:l-banldaser.'' :.------- -. 

;\lost_ rq:narkable of all, perhaps,-J.-"'i>i,~-1:-wo 
of ti.c !:>l•.rics ::\'Irs. SC'imo is reported to IH.l\"e 
to!<l Hl'!JU:linlances hc·rt' in the 1960s . 

On~ \\"HS that hci' true name \\as Gal\·a Zak
Jv.ro:·n·l, and that ~he was the rlaugl1ter of a 
1~·! . ;.;wn gc·ncral. The other, \\"hich required 
:\b;. ::cimo to do some thin:~ few ,,·omC'n e\'el' do 

r::•l;l<'ly, d_aim she was oldC'r than she re<dly 
\;a' · !ll<Hle 1t appear she had sufiered extreme 
! · · · ·~ t!!'l'<; as a prisone1· of the ~azis du!'in" World. 
r· .. ~· 1r. "' : 
. . 11! fact, say .those 1\'ho knew he!' in Chica~o 

(, :,..-:a Forest .:'.T,·Phcrson Scimo ne\'er has bec>rl 
'' ·:t of tl :C' t:nHed Stales. She was in gra(l.H 
·.~. !..• •l in Cah·a and St. Louis durin~ the war 
~ ~·· ~ r-~. 

(}wrt·Ned airplane f/ i a-ht 
. . ,. l 1'::' , _1 .·,r_wt t 1is lrt•ek, Lungmont pilot Roher! 

c ... :r:"s told thl' ~ell'S ahout other extraordinary 
•! · :~ n<> rnarlr by "Gal\·a Tannenbaum" wht 11 h~ 
; ··· ·· i;<"r .• anollwr woman and Uiha's ncplww, 
7. ···· :. ·.;: LPJ'I'Pnr. to San Antonio, TC'x. , on a 
d::.r:··r<·ll ~li!~ht J:tst ,July 30. tit was in paying 
f •!' tl : .t_ Jh~:hl that she allC'::Prlly n•tssf'd the 
( !.N K \\ wch led to hN' most recent arf\:"st:") 

.....:. -.~.. ~. ·---. _ .... _ .... ... 

(). ' 
In th!'ir first ronversa11on, Games renouru, 

:\It·:C'tal:i"l;:;'hbat:m clainwcl sh<> was \:orl,;n!~ for 
th·.' s"( r.•t ::<>!Tic<>, :md had !l(' tsona!ly ht•Pn r£· 
sr":·''"' '' fpr h:·in:;in:?. her two H•llow J•ass~n
;.:er!. frc;n t!h• :,;o\ j(•t t:nion. She addett tl•al 
sneh :-.l'l''- ie,·s \\'C• l' n 1'C'· ;l:!at' part of hm· wod,, 

L:.h'•', (;a:n•·s s:·id lw le:n·n,•cl C:el'\·eny harl 
f;rst r'::,:.r:••d I') cL he to San Ant.mio. wh:.:rc he 
11:1'l it"' Si..'c0r:tl v.,·11'!:.n \\fli'C going to -rh;it a~· 
•>cch-)~' n l:un:iy, but hr,rl bt't'n pC'rsuaded by . 
J 't · ~ T" P''•·n'>·l:..rn to fh· iP.;Lewl Ccl'\'l'll\' ;• 
{;~,~r;t"s I:l<;'>' '\,\'~l .. tt:~n)'- d l~t ch~Ul ·;e l;is ptt'ns h\ - ~ 
tlh' hdi"' t!utt the U.S. go\"ernment was paying·~ 
for the tli:.:ht. 

It \•·as not Gloria Sr imo's first trlp lo San 
Antonio. (·itller. ReC'ords here show that sh<> re. 
rl'i\'C'd a sn->p.l'nded year-anc1-a-day sentence 
from a federal judge lilt>re in Novcmbr 1950, 
after b.: in!; cundcted of theft and forgery ot a 
go\·crnment check. She also was pt~t on three· 
year pl'Obation. 

In 19:54, the then-:\!rs. iVlcPhet·son was ac· 
eused of emb:?zzlcmcnt and forgery while work· 

· jn~ ior the mayor of \\"ellston, )1o. An accoun-l· 
•}ant's report purp:>rtt'<.\ to show that :\-Ir~. ~rc .. 
Pherson's endorsement had appeared on 41 un- . 

1;~.uthorized city checks. totaling :$6,0iill. 
The ma~· or, \\ ho wa<; in the midst of an elrc· . 

'lion campaign, rledilwd to press charges. 

Probat.ion vil;lator 
Similat· accusat:on> lNl to h<>r lcavin~ a 

bookkE'cping job with a Chicw;o hOSt)ltt•l in 1!l:5i 
and an ad\·erlising finn here in 19~:3. ln the lul-

._____,. 

tN:. c:•sc. s;1c pleaded guilt~· to emhgnl~mr-~l 
amClorg.:.OT·~- of checks totaling Sl6,0CU. Slle was 
placed on three-year ptohation. 

Arrested once more in 19fl0 on ('hm·gcs of 
for:;ery <tnd receiving stolen property, sh!' ·was 
sent to pr!son as a pwbation violator. She \\a':l 
paro1ed into the cu~totly of a rabbi in1~\l2, after 
reported!~' persuading him she v.as Jev.ish. 

She mo\·ed to Colorado in 1907, more than a 
year ailer her second diY•Jrce-and after her 
encounter with Leo Tanpubaum. She· says it 
wns part of a mutua! agreement with Tom 

, Riha whom she terms a close friend of 21'1 
, year~· duration, to ~tart their lives anew ~(I 
l Boulder. ' 1 But on ihis point, yet one more facet tlf 
.• "Galya Tannenbaam's" fascinating slorit:s 

seems to-come under qll<'slion. 
Tanenbaum discussed his own pv.inful rela· 

tionship \\'ith her during a conversation in the 
Chicago suburb of Evanston. He rc>called that 
Galva had made a specially of WOl'ldng her way 
into people's li\·es, anti o[ conspicuously drop. 
pin" the names of 1:irtually everyone she lmew 
to ;;'Hch of the others at trequ..:nt intC'rvals . 

Yet throughout th<> lime he ktW\\' lwr, Tanen. 
baum said, he could JW\'et' n•call having heard 
her mention the name of Thomas H.iha-\vho 
\\'H$ at lhat very time teuchin;:, on the nearby 
c~frili.!:isOf the 'Gniversity of Chicag.~-"""' 
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~~ By RYI{I{EN' JOII.!.'\"'SON , ... .. 
Rocky Mountain News Writer 

The ·lawyer for Mrs. Galya Tanncu
bmnn said Tuesday au insanity plea of 
innocent wi!l be presented during a Feb. 
4 preliminary hearing in .Boulder Dis
hict Court on charges against her of 
aJleged!y forging the name of Dr. 
Thomas Riha to a checl;:. 

.1\-frs. Tannenbaum, of 248 Logan St., re
ceived a reduction in the S2,500 bond set after 
her arrest last week for allegedly forging the 
name of th<: missing University of Colorado pro- ' 
fefsot~toa check last July 30. ~ ·. • " - • 

" Q .. t ,, • • 

by Boulder officials on the check charges and 
has not been able to begin the tests. 

A hearing on the findings of the tests will be 
held Feb. 25 in Judge Kingsley's court. 

In asking for the reducti.on, Kokish was d-e
nied a request for Mrs. Tannenbaum's release 
on her own recognizance. An objection came 
from Asst. Dist. Atty: Robert M. Jenkins of 
Boulder. Jenkins said his office wanted a waiv
er of extradition and the responsibility of bail to 
exist during Mrs. Tannenbaum's release. · 

~-i~h-said the woman is "destit!l!e.4~pt 
J if9!'; perssm~l.,-P,ro.vt;t:l:lf ~·;.!l;l~:~~~~q !?~· ,th~:"one 

\'."Celt of r,.,lCdc.:-.1" for i\Irsa 'runnenba"i:utl. tO g'et 
,...;~~~Tannenbaum, about 50, i~_a l~ell!~ure lw1· ::::airs in xhape. ---- - -- --~-

'in a swirl of discussion and speculation over th~ ''She woulcl like to gC't her children {she has 
health and location of'Riha. n th:·C'c-y<·ar-llld cl:!t:ghter and a 10-year-old 

He is the associate professor of Russian his.- ~on) to a danghtc:r in Chicago," Kokish told the 
Judge. 

tory who disappeared from CU !viarch 17, 1969. Judge A:;hton then asked if :\ft·s. Tannen-
She has claimed to be the Czechoslovakian na- bamn wer'? p_lanning lo Iem·e the state. "Xo, not 
th·e's confidant and has said Riha will soon re- und~r. ~ny <:Ircl!m~tances,'' replied Kokish. 
turn to the Dcnnr area. Other Person5 fear ho"Jsh c_onlmued that :\Irs. Tanr!enbamn 
Riha is dead. 1 alscf wq~Jid.,hke to put her furniturr.J!Ito storage 

am hc;•udate he1· assets. He said Ius Cifenl's Bail was reduced to Sl,O:lO by Boulder Dist. · 
Judge Howard 0. Ashton after receiving a mo- lal-~J se';;king "to edct ::.rrs. T~m 
tion filed by John Kokish, a lawyer from Denver from her residence. 
who is representing i\1rs. Tannenbaum. · · · ~ · :...:-....ci:Ir:s:= Tm!!!B!itfmm=·;"\jluntarily·-signed the 

· : 1{o1;,!2]~. al~o P.Sk~d the ' bond. tQ ~~..}~.J?o-:· wai\'er after Ashton and Kokish explained it to 
~ .-,: ~ :. .;_, ~ -" !1 t 1 • ' •" " I .. ~ r• "'~ "" '•'t• her. 

ra:r;,\·--.on.c.,_!asting until Feb. 4, to.~o~v 1\·~~s. I~o.kish sai~ l
1
1e hoped the bail money could 

Tannenbaum to arranae her personal affairs. be 1 ais_ed by \\ ec.n?sday. 
, . . . ., . . . Durmg the hcarmg, :\Irs. Tannenbaum spoke 

'I he la\\)er _satd. t~w f_ree !Ime ~s necessar~ in a low, almost inaudible \'Oicc. She wore a sol! 
becaus~ extcns1ve llllgahon Ill tlus case ant;t id black drcs:> \\'ilh • bright, luminescent,. red-
others JS expected. • dish ~carf and loafers. 

Mrs. Tannenbaum pl~aded innocent by rea- :\11·s. Tmmenbaum said she had bcen.a resi-
son o[ insanity last TIJUrsday to a charge of for- i)r'' (•f l/t'm·ct· int~rmilt0nlly since 19G·1 and 
gery im•olving the will o£ another acquaintance continuously during the la~t three ye<~f-s. ~ -· 
of hers, the late Gustav Frederick Ingwer.>cn, -------- · 
of 143'1 Forest St., who died June 18, 1969. 

She was free on Sl,500 hail in the alleged will 
forgcL-y case aner beiug ordered by Denver 
Dist. Cowt · Jml~~c Robe!'l T. Kingsley to take 
psychiatric tests. Howcn~t; she was-~r:·-, ;,~d · 
f_,tirJ~;~ .. ~!·: J?\!llVet: police aud_ charf'"~cl S,a.~U,L'd, ay , .. _, 

... .... . , ••.•• .~~ - ~·1.1. J .. t .'"'tt • · .. • • ~c · 
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!\Irs. Galyn. Tannenbaum, left, sclf·J•ro· 
claimed •·onfidanlt• of missing Unh·cr~it~· or 
Colorado proft•hsor Thomas IUha, ap)leart•d in 
·Boulder District Court Tucstla~·· She mts ac· 
companied by ntlornt•y John lioklsh of Den· 
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\'cr. l'hc <'OUr! ncccptctl n motion to r~tluce 
tll£' Dt•n,·cr wotnan's hond front $2.500 1o 
Sl.OOO. She I~ being held on <•hargcs cf nllcg· 
Cll!~· signing tho Husslnn hi,tory scholar's 
name to a check after he vnnishctl. 
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· MYSTERIES 
I, Tom C:.,·i and the Colonel 

-· . , 

\ She c:dbi l•ir.i "Tom Cat,'' ~he cx
'vJ!~ins co~ ly. \Jcc.llhC "h.:: carn•!tl it.'' 
lk ealkd h.:r ... Colc•nd,"· she say:., "be
,·au:;e sometime~ ! get a little bos~y. lt 
;·1:is just a joke."' 1.\·l<'rc serious i:; the 
fact that ''Tom Cat." ·or Thonws Riha, 
40. associ at~: profc~~or of Russian his
tory at till• Univcr~ity o( Color;!do, has 
been mi-.sing !>ince i\l"rch. Only the 
•·Colotwl"··-~lrs. (iaiy:P'rannenhaum, a 
prison alun1i\':t-\\·il1i' n knack· for forg
ery and a yen for my~tcry-cl:~ims. to 

· have ·,ecn him ... in..:c. 
When H.i!Ja v:>ni'>hcd. he left a four

bedruom hod'ie f~lil of furnitmc, a col
lection of reliuiot!S statuarv. a kitchen 
!able set for bt~akfast and ,; pending di
vor{'C action. Lknvcr police n:ceivcd as
surances that Riha was "alive and well" 
and that no invc.,tigation was ncccs~ary. 
That word ostcm;ibl ,· came from Gov
ernment a:.:ent:,. but· f.::deral oi!kials in 
Dc.nvcr and \V;~·;h!nglC.'n now deny uny 
ilwolvemcnt in the ca:--e. 

t 

His hl'l::.l' 1\ ,,·, ~.··,i.! :1· ''•" ,.f the pl't:
f..:,~rll··., p;:p•.:,• .• m..i lu n\;llt r,· •."ere -,<·nt 

,rtt.[\fr'\. ·r~uJn..:.,h:nnn\ !:tt:,,c., ~~n { '"'he 
,; ,;Ill',! Riiw·, ·Halll'll'\ :n tht: I knn r 
i\'"r:t ~1\P .. ;·~:!i''-_ R~~y,;:,~· .. ·. \.·:~ 1-:t·.:,,'lt::f\' _iu 
J?u\.\'Ion t :l·:!·~·!n·ron. :•, !~:r·.:~!-·\·nhunc· L!"i
lory h'\! pnbii·,Lcd b~ kd.:· rn ~')(,.1., 
arc ncv.v (,.,~·nth· ~.J t. ..... : :• · ,·~t.:·~h.~t.i:l\ IJ~·u

vcr add;·~.·~~:. -i·:H: l·n·!l·\· .. :,i' ... 1 .. \, . .,.l'J ha·.; 
rc::t~iY.:d ;: !lll!i1her <'~' k·tt•;1·; !ll R: 1::t\ 
name, bt;t ht:' ~u:;j•,·d~ tlwt r~cilhr:r tile 
siQ.naturt·.., JirJr thr· pranlfJ~ •r b~I.Jr1!' to 
Li~ dicPL ~· .. 

One of .t}~~ f..:\Y thin1!_.; th::t i-.. ~;. .. lt:;.n· is 
that Rill:.~ di:·~lppcan:d -,.!w: liy af~L·.: llis 
wife Hana. 25. fid tiwir h<•l.hC. ha 
cbthcs sme!ling of ether. crying th:tt 
someone wa-; lrying to do h;:r in.: ,\t 
that time. Riha and !-lana h:.d sued 
each other f0i.~l~\lrcc. A S,5.lHHJ judg· 
mcnt \\-HS fina!ly a\\al'dt(['\J·!;u;;;, but 
on!y after Riha h::d ~(lJshc~-. 

Mrs: Tr!nn.:-nbnum,;:\'S,~~·s th;tt ~he 
met R:ha \Vh.on hy..(.,,,s a pr~{,essor at 

Ether Smell. Friend,:; and associates 
in Colorado conlirl'JC to wonder if the 
profe~~or is in,k<.!d alin~ and wei!. The 
Czccho·,icw::k-hom tc::ch!:r w••" first 
rnb':~rJ cu~ . .i\.l:,n . .-i~ ! ~. \'.hen l,e i"ailcd to 
t.:ho,·.r u;1 for cl:t-.."'i;; a' th;..~ ur:>·. t•r:.ii);. 
-r·b·;n Riha·~· pr;,rcny !··'-"'1!-~~n to i ... c ~old 
n!L 1~i" c~;: ... '",nr a •• ,: l"J:t··:e•· :~:.,h;ic-

. the C~1iv<:r~ity a Chic,ago. 0hC was 
born <.dona An;~ r-ore~t ,,nd was mar
ried alidd~~~m:cz1h·.:l2c-:-A third mar
riage, she says. gav..: her the name of 
Tannenbaum. She wa-; twice imrrisoncd 
in Illinois for fonzrrv and t!mb.:z?lem·~nt. 
The Col•)nd <tJ;pa;·cntly follo\yed her 
friend to B-:>uldcr. and the two·remaincd 
close-so ck•sc that Rili:t's attorncv 
claims to !-tavc seen an IOU that Rih:t 
gave t~) Ualya. wb:-~; · ~pecilicd c:::n::el
lation in th~ e\'cnt of tlieir niarri:.~•,c. 
i·hc two remained fric1ids after Rih:;·s 
tnttn·:age ~o Hana,.and CJ:liya·\}<~<i P':cs
cnt ~tne nt:!ht that .11Lin~:. r;.:r: ~..:J·c:1n;:nu 
frorl1 the l)ouse. G,:\1) a alon<; daim~ to 
know Riha's whcre:.bout~. "Ht! i~ ~omc
whcre between Montreal and Tor(Jil(o.'' 
site toid · TE,JE Correspondent. Champ 
Clark. "a summcr-reson sc•rt of place." 

i·: ·:.\\.:i.H.n.li v:;!~i,t1~ '' !-.if;!::.. .. h.i:~.; ptu;J-...li·t ... ~ .. l ~c 
be j{ih ·~'s \\:i~ on !h~ ~itic 'J',.·:i~''l:n.:nr. 

··-••"'-""'·~~- ·-~ ~- ....... , ~·; ' .. -~:·':: ···:::q 

·, 

I I 

l 
~ 

G~!ya h<tS. had other' intcre:;ting but 
HO,....S:)) !.:C!:~:•-·:t•,·,:::- :.:.:vv ·.o~ . :•."':. •, • :.' • r -. , __ ... , . . ". - -... 

i 
I 

. ... ...... . ..... ~ , ,.,.. . ~· •. - ·rf~ ... - ... ..... 
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• troubJ..;';~·=!,· .. · n·!~~!• "t.·.n:p\. L:!'lt Jun ... · ·; · 
a friend ('t :JI.!•\. Ciu" !,,\ F. k!•\1'.'1'·· 

a l.~\'" \:r ,i.n\'l\flh'L p.·::!h:r ~~~~{i .'·:· ...... 
lk:\L I liJCd (', !"~t 1 1~(\,_..,JlJiH ('\ 4\n:t.Jo..' :· • 

'i\.lni; ... in!:\','t"r .. t.;l\ '"-j!l !~..·ft ·k:v, h' 
f.!111:!y rh,;n <.'-l~·:t·t•:d. Hl' di.l :":·:t:. · 
!'1£J::;i1 ;~n~:).:nl--. o:· ·~h)~·~, ;tnd "1: ,t, ..... ·· 

U'i~U! t':· p~'f'\t'·lla! p·l'\.._t~··':.;f" · :n~!tt · : ·: 
a CI!Cknp CJ'~t'k~ Cl (.'(lf•~( 1 \.' ci.1t• :• 

nt.'l'\aU r borh~- -t(a ( f .th·:1 ,. p..,l h .. , t \'. n ~,.. • 
drc:n .. (;,.i\':1 i~ nn,-.( ~·h::r'.!i.:d b\· ·!·).• .. ''"',. • 
r'dircc \t·iih f-..,··~·jq~: that ~~\'IlL :--.b~···t:·'·" . · 
ccJ ucl g\t!i!\~ h\' n.·a ... lHl of in ... ~,:·!i:,-. v 

/ 
~Stra;1g~~~~:; (,·nt .. v.itny· .... ft).ln:~\.~t·r...,~·~ 

\'.tll was :l.L!.~nck t.er\cnv. !h.' . . / 
Rihc.:'s nepla.:\V. Ct·r\~·ny i:•· . ..)\'.: 'JcPi~' -..·, ~. · 
ncssiug the wilL He al-;c . .;::y'> th,lt (i:.:_. / 
insinrctcd him to help l'i~pos..: of Ri~~. 
pn:pcrty after hi.; di'>:q•p,·ar:,nct! ... _ 
now believes that his Uih'ic i:; ,!..: •. : 
.:\nd it w:\s Cervcn\· whc• fil::d the c·:· 
onicial complaint in. the R!ha c~~e--a <. 
l.ated m!s:;ing-persons r<:port b·'t (': · 
tober. Another minor bcndiciarY oi i .· _. 
wcrson's wilL Barbnra Eben.· a!~0 ·_ 
friend of Galya's. tiied b~t Sep• . ..::mt-~: 
also of cyanide poi~oning. 

Bad Check. Demn roiicc l<.~t we~:. 
arre:;ted the C0loncl and ch:~r,:.;d :· ~
with forging Riha\ n;,mc t0 a ba(i ch<::: 
The check was pnyment for ,' pb~-: 
that she had charter.:d for C.:~n·em· fr .. -·. 
a Colorado Oyi.1g ~c!'\ ic..:. Th~ ~~:a:::-· 
pilot snys GaiF clnimcd to be a 5·~.::~~ · 

. Service agent hirit:~: the plar.c ll'i' t'< 
ciiizens of the $0\i-~t cn: ... n. 

DiL: Thomas Riha \·an!· h--as the C:::. 
one! daim-;---sinn;h• to ~·-,-:an~ hi.; •r(·~· 
hfe~ v.:ith :1 \'!111~l!: \•:ii:··) \,.,,..hn :-.--r'\--. 
~~r-•·•d t'r'C :'t''cd;t .. •l ;,: ...• n.-:,a:,... ·;;:: · 
··'-" 1\...... • • c... ...: .... ... '-·' ' ••• 

stopp..:d a p·Jiice in\·e,!i);ation l:!'t ye .. -
D.:nvcr D!~.trict At:orn::-·. Janto:~ D .. \L
Kevitt intend~ to !lnd c;m. "Tnis one: 
says the D.A. now, '·i:, right ou! of A;;:-
~ttha Christie."' -

TIME MAGAZINE 
February 9, 1970 
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:-.''H.fl Ll: GALYA TAlJNENBAUM, aka 
IHPI:RSONATION 
00: Denver 

Re Denver airtel to Bureau 1/22/70. 

Enclosed for the HU1"8au are five copies of a letter
head memorandum reflecting additional investigation conducted 
regarding captioned mattE:.r. 

For information of the Bureau, subject TANNENBAUH is 

r-·· ... 
. ~ 

""'-""" ., 
r· ; 
/ 1. 
\: -i 

'""· ( '1:· 
presently under·going psychiatric examina·tion and evaluation at ~ ~ ~ 1-3 
the Colorado State Hospital) I!enver, Colorado. As previously ;q ~~ 
noted, subject has been charged in Denver District Court in the ~-<J~ R. 

1969 forgery of the vlill of a deceased individual) and she is f§ 3 ~ 
presently on $1500 bond on this charge. TANNENBAUN is also free .-;. ~ Ct' ~ 
on $1,000 bond in connection \•Jith charges filed in Boulder ~ ~:~~~ 

~ (~ . ~ 
District Court where she is alleged to have forged the name ~~~-

$ . ~~~= TH011AS RIHA to a 3 30 check. Th~s forgery allegedly occurred JrX~ :-! ~ 
.... · 

'·, in July, 1969, some four and a half months after the mysterious :;/J:. "'l .~ 
\ disappearance of THOHAS RIHA, Professor of History, University ~ ~:..~~ 

'·\ of .Colorado' about which the BUl"~eau has been previously furnishe~ ~ ~a 
·-.~ neHspaper clippings and detailed infor•mation. ~ ~ ~; ... . ci ~-~~ 

t \ ~ ~~~"'l 

... : ·'- All persons intervie-v;ed in this investigation \.vere ~;; · .~ 
specifically advised by intervie-vling Agents that the purpose of ~c§ g; ~ 

·, ·--..this investigation ~.;as to ascertain Hhether GALYA TANNENBAUI1 §:t~ ~~ ~~ 
- . · had in any way violated Federal statutes concerning impersona- ~ ~ ~; c:r 

·,' •'-tion. Interviet..rees were specifically advised investigation was 1::;1 ,~ ... s;·~::: 
·: : not in any way connected vJi th the disappearance of THO HAS RIHA, !:::: ~. :;:-: ~ 
. ,.;, a currently missing Assistant Prof~ssor of History at the Uni vers:¥=~- __; 

.,-(~'of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado;~f'~ '\\Pt. ,- '/ ,.-- 1 1 , , . J- ~:.. / ·1 
;.., t~~J '{s .. v z. ·-' , / .v :J t.-- :_--; .-, .! -- I :t- ··-. ··"' 

, . '~>). ~ ~ \/,) 
' ~ ~ This statement vlas made to intervie\·lees because the s ~ ; 

·· Denver Office has received inquiries by news media concerning -.~ ~- ;.:L 

\ ··,,. - ~ ~ RIHA' s disappe-arance and );~e~ ~ha~e. been sp-ecific~~ly advised ~-~ ~-

·. ~"'-k 
. ~ .'--.2_:-__ ~_ureau (Enc. 

···~~~~/:·:~. ·t ::· c. , ;j.(.-v.':t; _..,&- ,/c .1.4r<'C..,/:. -· ;f -7 o · ~ ~ ~ 1·,\t~0'2~tt,. ' " _.... , ,. ~ ' . ~ 
5) ..... , , ..... 1 ~ ~~~"~ • ~v-t.,.. _..,_ N .... , 1 • ~ ~ v ~: . ./ ... ~r ••• t '-"·tf.../ ~·,. ~ '0' 
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there is no evidence relating to his disappearance showing any 
violation of Feder2.l la\.J over tvhich i.his BuY.eau has juris diction. 
The circumstances of his &sa:ppear•ance su?.;ges't a missing person 
situation and "'cha·t investigation is being handled by the Boulder 
Police Depa:rtment. 

Because of the close personal relationship between 
T..A.J'\fNENBAUN and RIHA, it vJould be possible, -v:i thout the above 
statement by interviewing Agents~ tha"'c intervie~4ees could gain 
the impl."ession the FBI is invcstigc:-ting the dise.ppearance in
stead of the impersonation of a Federal officer by TANNENBAUM. 

Pursuant to current Bureau instructions, this office 
is not and has not conducted any investigation concerning RIHA. 

Interviews of additional sources in captioned rratter 
have been for ·the purpose of cla:r.-.ifying additional s·tc:tem~nts 
allegedly made by subject 'l'ANNENBAUH: regarding her• e1ffiliation 
tvi th Ir:m:i.gru.tion and Naturalization Service~ U. S. Army and 
Hili tary In·tellir,r,ence. In this connection all logical sources 
have been inter•vim-1ed and the :r.esul ts of ·these intervie\,?S dis
cussed exhaustively Hith the Assist.:mt U. S. Attorney in Denver~ 
Colorado, having jurisdiction in this matter, and prosecution 
has been declinod. The Assistant U. S. Attorney in Denver docs 
not feel there is any possibility of prosecuting subject 
TANNENBAUH regarding these false statemen·ts und~r the Fedel.,al 
Impersona·tion Statute. In vie;oJ of this fact, no further• investi
gation is conte~plated by the Denver Office in this matter. 

-2-
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UNITED ST-\.TES DEPART:'IfE~T OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IX'/ESTIGAT~ON 

Denver, Colorado 
February 12 5 1970 

GALYA TANNENBAUM 
IMPERSONATION HA'rTER 

Robert Duane Gaines, Pilot, Judson Flying Service, 

: 

Longmont, Colorado, was interviewed at Fort vlorth, Texas, on ~ ~ ~ ~ 
January 27, 1970, and stated Galya Tannenbaum had telephoned ~~f,l,.<:l" ,.... ~~ :s· ~· him at the Longmont Airport in July, 1969, inquiring about the <.:: ,, 

~':'J~' §-
price of chartc~ring an airP_lane to fly to San Antonio, Texas, ;co· .-< ~ <• 

~ , .. ,:, N 

and back. Gaines stated Tannenbaum told him over the telephone ~;- ~ :} ~ 
that she was a Secret Service Agent Hi t:h ·tne Central Intelligence.,.;. :·; ·.~~ 
Agency (CIA) . She also stated she \.Yorked closely -vlith the Federa[ ~ ,:~ ::: 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI). Gaines sta·ted he had quoted a ~ f1 ~~ 
pl"ice of $330 for the round trip charter. Gaines stated that ~ R. ~ ~ 
Tannenbaum called him later and accepted his offer. He stated ~ pg~ 

- VJ W ._, "l 
he subsequently picked up Tannenbaum and one Zdenek Cerveny at .~ ::5 ~ ~ 
Stapleton Ail"'port, Denver, and flew them to Scm Antonio~ Texas. ·~ i:L f:: ::>· 
Gaines stated that during the ·tX'ip to San Antonio and back ~ g ~f ~ 
Tannenbaum talked at great length about her affiliations with ~ ~~ · ~ 
various Government agencies, including the Secret Service and ~ ~ ~ ~ 
CIA. Gaines stated Tannenbaum told him that the Government ~: ~~ ~ 
would pay for• her trip to San Antonio; hovTever, vrh.en they ~· ~ i·g ~ 
arrived back at Stapleton Airpor·t in Denver, Tannenbaum pre- ~c-~·t~ 
sen ted him v1i th a check Hhich she took from her purse and -v;hich t; ~ ~ ~ 
. . ... · ~ ~ 

was completely filled ou-t in the sum of $3 30. The check \vas · ~L-i. "~ 
already signed with the maker's narr.e Thomas Riha. 1:· ·.~~ 

Gaines stated that at no time did he actually believe 
that Galya Tannenbaum Has affiliated vli th the Secret Service, 
CIA, or any other Governmen·t agency. He said that her state
ments to this effect did not influence him either in providing 
the air transporta·tion or in accepting the Riha check in pay
ment. He said that he t·70uld have handled the transaction in 
exactly the same manner regardless of statements made by her 
claiming affiliation -;·lith various Federal agencies. 
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RE: GALYA TANNENBAUM 

Paul Morris, Attorney, Hoolworth Building, Boulder, 
Colorado, advised on January 28, 1970 that Galya Tannenbaum 
had been introduced to him in June, 1968 by another Boulder 
attorney, Dennis Blevti tt. At ·this time he s·tated Blewitt and 
others lvere interested in the Lake Valley Home 0\·mers Associa
tion and t..;ere attempting to secure financing of a one million 
dollar• ($1,000,000) loan~ Horris stated that Tannenbaum had 
indicated to Bletvii:t ·that she could obtain such a loan for the 
Association and as a result certain payments v1ere made to her 
for alleged expenses. Morris stated that Tannenbaum had stated 
that she would be able to secure the loan through the Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA) and ·that she seemed to be quite 
-v;ell informed on financial matters. He recalled that during 
the summer of 1968 Tannenbaum ha.d been successful in obtaining 
a preliminary approval of an FHA loan for the Association; 
however, it was never finalized. 

l1orris stated that several months after the FHA 
negotia·tions fell ·through he had occasion to contact Tannenbaum 
further and at this time Tannenbaum made representations to 
him that she t-v as a Colonel in the United States Nili tax-y 
Intelligence a.nd had connec~cions vli th the office of the Uni·ted 
States Iw.migration and Naturalization Se1 .. vice (INS). Morris 
stated although he tv as some-v;hat skeptical concerning 
Tannenbaum's military connections, she did appear well versed 
in immigration matters. He stated, hmvever, at no time during 
his dealings with her had she ever obtained anything from him 
or through him as a result of her representations. 

Dennis Blewitt, At·torney, 1966 13th Street, Boulder, 
Colorado, was interviewed on February 3, 1970 and furnished 
substantially the same information as attorney Morris con
cerning Tannenbaum's affiliation 'tvi th the Lake Valley Home 
Owners Association and Tannenbaum's efforts to obtain an FHA 
loan for this associa~ion. Blewitt stated after it became 
apparent Tannenbaum could not secure the loan from the FHA 
she was advised by the Association that her services were no 
longer required. He recalled at this time that Tannenbaum 
on one occasion had claimed affiliation in some manner with 
Military Intelligence and on another occasion had stated she 
was an instructor at the United States Air Force Academy, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Blewitt stated by this time as 
a result of his associations vlith Tannenbaum, he had formed 
the personal opinion that Tannenbaum was not a truthful person 

-2-
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R:E:: GALYA TANNENBAUH 

and that he had not actually believed she had any affiliation 
with such military agencies of the United States Govern~ent. 

Hrs . Francis ca Stein , mvner of the Black Beal"' Inn, · 
Lyons, Colorado, advised on January 21, 1970 that she had met 
Galya Tannenbaum through her attorney, Paul MoL'ris, Boulder, 
Colorado, and had seen her on several occasions when Tannenbaum 
visited the Black Bear Inn. Mrs. Stein stated Tannenbaum had 
been introduced to her by Morris as one ~vho might be able to 
assist her in getting Zdenek Cerveny, a nephet-I of Thomas Riha, 
admitted into the United States. Mrs. Stein said that on one 
occasion Tannenbaum made a sta·tement to· her that she ~Zvas a 
Colonel in the Military Intelligence and ~vas soon to be pro
moted to the rank of General. Tannenbaum also told Mrs. Stein 
that she at one time had belonged to an extermination group 
which killed people. YJI>s. Stein said in view of this and 
other similar 't-lild statements made by Tannenbaum, she soon 
formed the opinion that Tannenbaum was not a truthful indivi
dual and did' not believe any s·tatements made by her. 

Hrs. Hana Riha, wife of Thomas Riha, ~vas interviewed 
at the residence of Rose Grossman, 2L~O East 18th Street, 
Bl"'ooklyn, Ne\>1 Yol"'k, on Janua:!'y 28, 1970. 11rs. Riha advised 
that she had first met Galya Tannenbaum on the occasion of 
her marriage October 13, 1968 to Thomas Riha. She said follow
ing her marriage to Riha, Tannenbaum had visited at their 
residence in Boulder approximately twice a week until February, 
1969. On several of these occasions Tannenbaum made statements 
to Mrs. Riha indicating she was \·J'Ol"'king for the United States 
Army and expected to be promoted to the rank of General. Nrs. 
Riha said that Tannenbaum also claimed to have connections 
with the Immigration and Naturalization Service but was not 
specific as to the nature of her affiliation. Tannenbaum 
claimed to have lived in Russia during World War II. Mrs. 
Riha said that she became tired of Mrs. Tannenbaum's inces
sant talking and had as little to do with her as possible. 

Mr. Zdenek Cerveny, a nephew of Thomas Riha·, was 
interviewed at the Black Bear Inn, Lyons, Colorado, on 
January 21, 19 70 and advised that he has known Galy'l Tannenbaum 
since his arrival in the United States from Czechoslovmcia. 
He stated Mrs. Tannenbaum met him at the bus depot in Denver 
upon his arrival Nove:rnber 16, 1968. She drove him to ·the 
residence of his uncle, Thomas Riha, 1055 6th Street, Boulder. 

-3-
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r·\· • GALYA TANNENBAUM 

~-:r. Cerveny said that he had been told by his uncle, Thomas 
;· i!1a) that Nrs. Tannenbaum Has a veT'Y important pel"' son· and 
l.tiJ been influential in getting him into the United States . 
. ~~:.: said he resided vd th Thomas Riha and wife Hana until Jai1uary 8, 
1:369 and during this period Hr•s. Tannenbaum had visited in the 
;~iha house on many occasions. He recalled Mrs. Tannenbaum had 
.r.:aJe numerous stateP.tents claiming to be either an officer in 
:~ilitary Intelligence or influential with authorities of the 
United s·tu.tes Immigration and Naturalization Service and had 
indicated on one occasion that if he did not behave, she would 
have him sent back to Czechoslovakia. 

Cerveny stated Tannenbaum aqcompanied him to the 
Fede::ral Building in Denver once v7hen he had to go to the office 
of the Ill'migration and Naturaliza·ticn Service. He said that 
Tu.nnenbaum refused to go with him into the office, however, 
and remained outside. Cerveny advised that at no time did 
Tannenbaum ever obtain anything from him as a result of her 
r'epresentations of affiliation \-vith governmental agencies. 

Rose Grossman, 240 East 18th Street, Brooklyn, New 
York, advised on January 27, 1970· that she had attended the 
v1edding of Thomas Riha and wife Hana in Colorado in October, 
1968. She stated she is an aunt of Hana Riha. At the wedding 
l1rs. Grossman said she heard of 1'11"'S. Tannenbaum but did not 
a.c.tually meet her. She said the first she had spoken to Mrs. 
Tannenbaum had been by telephone from New York about March, 
1969. Later · she said she went ·to Boulder, Colorado, and Hrs. 
Tannenbaum came to the hotel v7here she was staying and told 
her that Hana Riha was in trouble concerning her irnmigratioi]. 
status. Nrs. Tannenbaum claimed to have influential friends 
at the Immigration and Naturalization Service. She also told 
Mrs. Grossman she was a Colonel in the Pentagon Military 
Intelligence, Washington, D. C. Mrs. Grossman said her hus
band, who had accompanied her to Boulder, asked Mrs. Tannenbaum 
if she t.,rorked for the Military Intelligence in Washington, and 
Hrs. Tannenbaum said that a smart person vwuld not ask such 
questions. 

According to Mrs. Grossman, this conversation left 
her with the impression that Tannenbaum had some type of con
nection vlith the United States Government; however, she never 
exhibited any identification as such. 
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RE: GALYA TANNENBAUM 

Vaclav Havlicek, otvner of a business known a.s Fasco, 
located in the Denver Herchandise Mart, Denver, Colorado, ad
vised on January 23, 1970 that he had met Galya Tannenbaum on 
two occasions through Thomas Riha, a personal friend. Havlicek 
said that Riha on a nuraber of occasions had ref-erl"'ed to I'·'lrs. 
Tannenbaum as the "Colonel 11 and had indicated she had influ
ential Government connections. He stated, hot.;ever, that Nrs. 
Tannenbaum had never made any such statements to him, and he 
had no knmvledge of her ever having claimed to be affiliated 
with an agency of the United States Government. 

Stephen Fischer-Galati, Professor, Department of 
History, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, advised 
on January 26~ 1970 that he first met Galya Tannenbaum in May, 
1969, when he began making inquiries of individuals he had 
reason to believe might have information concerning the dis
appearance of Professor Thomas Riha. He said ·that Nrs. 
Tannenbaum had told him she had knotvn Thomas Riha for many 
years and had indicated to him that she helped Riha come to 
the United States and gave no further explanation. Fischer'
Gala·ti advised that he had heard from unrecalled sources that 
Tannenbaum claimed to be a Colonel in Military Intelligence. 
He said after several conversations with her; however, he 
became convinced she was no·t connected t<li th a.ny type intelli
gence work and was not connected with Eastern European history. 
He s·tated Tannenbaum "t>7as extremely careful in her conversations 
t>Ji th him and made no statements concerning affiliation tvith any 
intelligence or governmental agency. 

David Regosin, Attorney) 30 Broad Street, New York, 
New York, advised on January 2 3, 19 7.0 that he is attorney for 
Rose Grossman and has also represented Hana Riha. Mr. Regosin 
stated his only contact vli th Galya Tannenbaum had been on or 
about March 8, 1969 '\vhen he received a telephone call, allegedly 
from Mrs. Tannenbaum, who said she was calling from Colorado. 
Mr. Regosin said this person indicated she was taking care of 
the inunigration problems of Hana Riha and she was not "going 
out on a limb a.ny more." Tannenbaum during this conversation 
appeared to be screaming and hysterical. Mr. Regosin stated 
she did not directly represent to M1.,. Regosin that she was an 
officer or employee of the United States Government. 

Mr. Bill Wade, Chief Underv7ri ter, Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA), Denver, Colorado, advised on February 2, 
1970 that Galya Tannenbaum came to his office in the summer of 
1968 in an effort to obtain a one million dollar ($1,000,000) 
development loan for the Lake Valley Estates of Boulder. After 
reviewing the material furnished by Mrs. Tannenbaum, 111" • \-lade 
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F!;: GALYA TANNENBAUM 

~· tated the financial st:t.,ucture of the Lake Valley Estates v(as 
not sufficient to grant such a loan. Mr. Wade stated that 
Tannenbaum made a trip to vJashington, D. C., in January, 1969, 
and registel"ed a formal complaint against the Denver FHA 
Office. She also 'tvrote a letter of comulaint to FHA in 
\;lashington making complaints agains·t FHA personnel in Denver. 
Hr. Hade advised that at no time did Tannenbaum ever represent 
her3elf to him as an employee of the United States Governme~t, 
either in a civil or military capacity. 

. John L. Todd, District Director, United States 
Immigr·ation and Naturalization Service, Lieut·enant Colonel 
Lynn B. Fritchman, Commanding Officer, Region IV, 113th 
Military Intelligence, and PaulS. Rundle, Special Agent in 
Charge, United S·t:ates Secret Service, Net-7 Custom House 
Building, all of Denver, Colorado, v1ere contacted and advised 
that there is no information in records of ·their respective 
offices indicating that Galya Tannenbaum is or has ever been 
affiliated >:-1i th their respective organizations. 

Galya Tannenbaum ~1as intervie\ved at Boulder County 
Jail, Boulder, Colorado, January 28, 1970 and results of that 
intervieH are set forth on FD-302, copy of which is attached 
hereto. 

-6-
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F0-~02 (Rov. ·1·15·64) 

FEDEiV~I.. BUREAU OF n~VESTIGATION 

Date 
February 3, 1970 

1 

GALYA 1'AiU£:;.JBAUH Ht:!.S inter•vieived at ·the Boulder 
County J~il, Boulder•, Colol..,<'.tdo. S~"1e v:aG advised of the 
identities of Special .Ap:E:m·ts ~.LEl~RT1.:1 ~. S!·;ITIJ u.nd J. H/1LE 
HC HE.i··l"AHIN, after v7hiC;h it 'di:l.S ex:0lained ·co ]1(.!1" that the 
purpose of the intervie-v7 \•Jas ·to c licit information concEn""'ning 
allegations tnat f::i)e t.·ms in viola·tion of the Federal Extortion 
Statute. She was orally advised of her rights by Special Agent 
l1C HENA.MD~ and Haived ·tnese rights, us shown on an executed 
vJai ver of Rights form. 

By way of background information, TAHNEi-IBAUM advised 
that the name GALYA T.A..l·fNE:'mh.UN is a name she has chosen for her
self, encl that thG ncuae hu.s been legally affil.,m::;d in the County 
Court of Cook County, Chicago, Illinois. She sta·ted the name 
derives from a ballet dancer vlhom she admired by ·the name of 
GALYA Z1'\KHAROVNA and a for:mex• common-lmv husband, LEO Ti\.aENBAUN. 
She noted she still occasionally utilizes the name GALYA 
ZAKUAROV~\fA, and explz.ined that she spells the name 11 TAN.:mNl3AUW' 
slightly different from that of LI:o 'l'AHE:·.rl3AUH to a.voi~d any 
implication that she was ever legally married to him. 

TANNENBAUI'{ stated she Has born GLORIA &"\J.N FOREST in 
Chicago, Illinois, on ~'larch 30, 19 31, ·to tTOS:CPH ,J. FOREST, now 
decen.sed, and i'iARGARE'f JOS1:PHINE DAHLGREN FORES'l', ag.e 6 9, t1ho 
currently resides in Galva, Illinois. She advised she ma.rried 
ROBERT S'TUAR'r NC PtiE:RSOl'i on Augus ·t 15, 19 4 7, in Alton, Illinois, 
Hhen she was 17 years of age, and HC PHERSON at ·that ti!::J.e v-:as a 
member• of the United Sta.tcs Army J3u.nd Corps as a Staff Sv::rgeant. 
'l'i.vo children, HARGARET A:.iJ:.i HC PHERSON, nov-1 H:t.,s. JAl'-lES ZIGr.fUi:'-TD, 
agG 22, 6236 North Uestern Avenue, Chicago, Illinois~ and 
DEBORAH ANN MC PHERSON, age 15, Kewanee, Illinois, ·1.-1ere born 
of this marriap;G. She stated DEBORAH ANN v7as adopted by Hrs. 
NARGARET 'l'llEILE, an aun·t ·by marriage of her bro·ther, PJ:=:TER 
FOREST. She explained the child t-vas adopted after she had 
coJr.rrtenced serving a tvlO-year sentence in the Illinois State 
Reformatory, !Ao1ight, ·Illinois, in 1960, pointing out that she 
had been previously divorced from l1C PHERSON in St. Louis 
County, Eissouri, in 1954. 

On,_--::::1'"'"/-"2~8~/;....7!-.0:::..--_al Boulder. Colorado Filen Denver 47-3190 

SA 1 s HERRILL R. SHITH and 
by __________ ~ti~·~I~1A~·=L~E~?~1~C~}~I~~·i~J~A~lr~ii~i~~--~J~l~1t~~~:~i~Q~W~----- Date dictated _:;1.":..!/'-'">=-'"' ..::.9-'-/--'7:....;0~----· 
Thi~ document contains neither racommcnclotions nor conclusions of tho FBI. It 1~: tho property of the FBI and ill loaned to your agency: 
It and Its contonfJ> are not to be distributed outs Ide your agency. 
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Prior to this adOiJtion in 1960, TAHNE:'1TBAUE advised 
h . d c··h'.,T~., '-:>····o--'TT··(,,..,"~".'O h" t• t s e marr:.Lc n.H ... ,"'"'l:.L:> hUL:l,)::d ... _, .:.n..-..c.d· :· a z,ra1? :.Lc ax"··J.n , on 

Kovcml>er 20, 1~58 ~ in C:i~ic<;.·r,o, Tllinoi:::. Th<.Jir divorce became 
final in Cl1ica3;0 in about !1•)riJ., 1966. One child, JAi..'E:J Dl\viD 
SCIHO ~ \-!U.S born of this narx•ias;c on .iJoveE:.bcr 3, 19 59. He 
presently r<:!sides vdth her in Denver, Colorado. 

Accordinp; to 'l'A:LCXJi\Ufl ~ the pre.sent Hhereabou·ts of 
l'~C PEERSOJ and SCii·iO u.re ll.ll~-:no;·w to hex< 

1'AJNEXBJ\UH advised s~1e commenced 1i ving Hith LEO 
1'1\.i'n~WJAUH in a con•.r.1on-lavJ :L'e:.:J.c..tionshiT) in 1S6l.J· at 5135 Xcmwod 
Street., Cl'!.ica;>,o, Illinois. S£'0 s·tated TANE}TBAut·I is ap:nroxil!1ate·
ly 48 yeu.rs of ap:A and a r;ra.)_)llic ar-~c:Lst in t·h(·~ Lincoln 'J''o~?< .. ~r 
Buildin9;. 75 :C:. \:,·.cker :Urive~ ChicaP;o. Illinois. She sta·ted 
REBI:CCA ·EVA TAN:C:l; :.3/-.Ui-1 r.n:.s bo:r:->n of .Jc.hi~ union on Februa:r.y 12 , 
19 6 6 ~ a.nd currently resides ~-:ith her in Denver•. 'I'A:J:·n::i·h3AUH 
s·tated she a.;1d Ll::O ceased t~teir re1a:tionshin in dlJ:t)X'Oxi.ma:tcly 
l:!<::.y ' 19 6 6 • h 

~'?i th rer::ard to her rela·tionship ~.vi th 'rHOHP:.S RIHA, 
Tl.HNEin::SAUl1 stated s:i1c firot met him in the Hashinfton, D.C. 
e1rc..a in ap:~):r.oxir~:a:tely 19 i.~9 Hhe:n hel"' husband, ROD~~l~'l' riC Pt~ER3otJ, 
HD.s stationed at Jollino· Ail."' rorce i3aGe. ~·7u.sh:i.nt.:·i:on. D.C. She 

(,... ' (,.,:; J 

recalled tha"'c her })u~tand hr.td r.:~t RI!IA 1;;;hile he \'l<J..S in ·the Arr.w 
ov<~rseas under c~r·cumstances she ci ther docs no·t J:::novr or docs -
no·t recall, and knetv him only slir;htly as a visitor in th.cir 
home on CJ. fcv-; occasions. She. continued ·t:ha·t the next tiEs she 
n:ct him tJas \·lhi1e h.:} ~·las teaching at the Uni versi tv of Chica~o 
in 1961 or 19G2. She recalled she l;•iU.S sharinq a h~mse ~..;rith ~ 
v1oman n<:m~ed PHYLI~; KAPL..'\.:·J. a.11d ·they lived next door to a Homan 
nai:ted JULII: STORl:, ~ .. 7.10in s:1c <lescribed as a lesb:i an eJnDlcved as 
·the Adverl:is ing DirGctor of the 'U!li vc:r•si ty of Chicar;o .. Pr>~ss. 
She advised she had occiJ.sion to contact STOl<.H fron ·time to 
time seeking fr:3c-lance grc.tpnic art Hork, and. recalls on one 
occasion notin[:. some r..anuscrip·ts of IUHA in STORN 1 s hon.J'2.. 
She recalled havin9; r.12t him. previou;::;Jy and had STORN arrann.;e 
for her to mee-'c him a::ain at h:;r residence. She stated she 
:met Hi th him briefly on one occasion at S1'0RM 1 s residence, but 
did not actually see hir.1 again until she broke U'!.) ~-Jith L:CO 
TANEiJ .OAUH in 19 6 6 . 

On the above instance, TAHifENBAU:i:-1 stated she had a 
chance mee·ting ~·1i th RIHA on the University of Chicap,o campus 

8 
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t-Jhera she had been seeking m:-·t \•70rk at ·the press offica ~ · 
and in conversation Hith hi~;L <:;:t that ti::ne de·terr:lined that 
they v.7C~re nei~hbor,s in that: she resided at 5135 KimbaPk 
Street and he resided in the SGOO block of Kirr:bark Street. 
Thel. .... eafter, nne stc:::tec1 RIH!i. ~.;ould visit her rcsidc.tl.CC Oll 
occasion :for dinner, u.nd eventually in ·the summer of 19G7 
·they made t P.n·ta·ti v::."' plans to n~.arry. RIHA, hm.r.:~ve.r~, ~or;t. 
his posi tio11 u:t the Uni vcrsi ty of Chicarro at about thJ..s ·i:J..JILC, 
ail.d in Augus·t, 1967 .. he moved to 1155- s·th St:c•eet, B?uldcr, 
Colorado Hhcre he.~ ha.d obtai.n(~d a teaching DOSi tion \<iTt1t the 
University of Colol"ndo. She foJ.:I.o>·led him to Boulder- in 
October, 196 7 ~ and comGEmced rc-.s:iding vdth him in a cor,uD.on
law rclu:tions!1ip at this adch"'="!SS until Doccmber, 196 7, -vmen 
they broke up over the fu.ct ·thRt he Has not able to get along 
with her t~.;ro children Hho t.vor-8 res:i.dinr; Hith them. 

'I'A1~t·lE;·:3AUH con·tinuccl tho.t she rc"curnc.d to Chicago 
at this ti1;1e, wncre she rBrra i.ned untiJ. ~'Iay, 19 6 8, and then 
came back to Colorado to es·t<::C:>lish residence in D(;nver "':·ihe:r•e 
she hoped to continue her profession c:..s a graphic artist. 
She stated sha oicl no·t: :083Ui::e the cor.r.ton-law rela:i:J..onzhiD 
with EIHA uyon her i~etul"n; hoHcver ~ ohe stated r;he "t•7ilS s·till 
emotionally involve-d \·lith HH.lA nnd ~-;rClS considercJ.bly upset 
\\'hen he marri0d lif\.J:~ RI:!A, a much younger Homan and a p:!rson 
he had knO\<?li only v. short period of tir.~.e prior to his lr.arriaze 
to her. 

TA?-W.CNBAU:i·1 categorically denied she evel" represented 
he1 .... self as b0ing cor.nected in any way vJi th the Armed Forces of 
·the United Stu.tes ·or that she had eve I' tried ·to f,i ve anyone 
·the im11rcssion that f~ ·he \vas an empJ.oyee of the United Sta·tes 
Governmant. She s nscifically d"?nied ever t~l:J_ing anyone she 
Has a m.er.Jber of Hili·t:ary In"cellJ..gence ~ the UnJ.·tea StatGo 
Immigration a.."'1d lfa·turalization Service> the Central Intelligence 
Agency, o:c the United States Secret Service. She also stated 
she had never atte!:!.p·ted to give the impression that she had 
ever been connected in any· ~vay ~vi th the Federal Bureau of 
Investiga·tion. She stated that RIHA has many times in the past 
jokingly referred to her c:ts 1' Sarge:: and :1Colonel 11 ~vhen he 
thought she T~Jas beinq; too dcr::a.."'1ding of him, and as a l'"~esul·t 
of this tendency on his part o·'cher people began callinR; her by 
these names, Hi th t.i1e "1.-iilOle matter actually being inter·pre·ted 
by her as a joke. 

9 
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'.CANNDJBAUH con·tinued that ·there is a magazine 
enti·tlecl 1'H-IntGlligenc.:;'1 ..leo vrhich she subGcr,ib(~S and sub
m:i:ts articles. ~he dcsc:r:"'ibed this publication as being ·tha·t 
of an orpaniz<.~.tion called •· :-·Iem; a, r: which s~1c explained is 
for poople of s1..1.9erior in·tellif,<·mce. She qualified membcr
shi:p in ·;:ne OX'[:cl::-J:i_zation by stating she hc.:.d un I. Q. of 139 
on u. Sto.r!ford-Bin~.~t scale. TA~i;:r~HJJAUH advised she may have 
been J''id.sunderstood by 1 ;'-='. G1-:l\ALD CAPL/1-J'J, B·ould2r, Colorado, 
the attorney for HANA RI!~.h, rcgar~ine certain sta·tert.ents 
alle['.e<lJ.y maciG by her thc:t she Has affiliai:ed \•Ti th !1ilitary 
Intelligence. She reco.llG•J a conversation in the office of 
Er. CAPLA~ concerning the irrr:d2;rn:tion status of lUJJA RillA 
du~cinr; \vhich sl1e told C/.?L!L'J she Has Hi th ill'!-I, 11 a term 
trtilized to i:;n!)rcss lliu t,li th her intcllip:once rather than 
to ar.;sert affiliation ~'lith Jiili·tu.:r.y InteJ:ligence. 

Tf\JJN:SND!~Ul-1 also s·tu:ted that in lTuly, 1969, she made 
a tri ':l by nri vu.tc ulane -to San Antonio. Texas, vJi·th ZDEiJEK 
CEl\V:i.~;.ry, nep:neVJ ol THOliAS RIEA, ·to vis :f. t relatives of RIHA 
and CJ.:;n.vr:NY. She stated she ma<1(.~ the triu nt CBRVEHY' s 
insistence, pr·incipally because slle \-Jould .. no·t alloH him to 
utilize her aui:omobilc ~o:"' the trip as ~.vell as the fo.ct tha·t 
since she feJ.t :.:;he \·70uld cvcntuall:-T probably llu.ve to pay for 
this tri~ any~.:ray, she mir~ht jur;;t c:.s Hell go along for tlte ride. 
'l'Aih;t:~·iBAUll Ctdv:i.:Jecl that \·Jhen she ca.lled "'che Judson Flyina 
S:;rvic-e in Lon;::·1;~ont, Colorado, ·to ar!"cmge for ·thif:3 t1..,ip, "she 
had not· m&de any sta·tei:.ent that she ~Jas in any Hay connecteJ 
Hi th c...ny branch of the united States GoVCl"'ll1TI:0nt. She denied 
r,:akinr; any statements il~la·tsoever ·to the pilot of the airplc.ne 
conce1..,ning het' affiliation \.-7ith ·the Governnen·t, and stated 
·that Hhen she u.r.ri ved ba.ck in D8nver si1e paid the pilot v;i th 
a $330 check drc.1't·m on the First fJai:ional Bank, Bould~r, Colorado:; 
v;hich ho.d been pr•2viously signed by THOEAS H.IIIA for her con-
venj ence. She denied tna.t she J!"!.a(1e any rcprDsentations ~;vhen 
presenting this check· to the pilo·t of the airplane, and insisted 
that as far as she knevJ RIHA hc:.d sufficient funds in the bank 
with ,.Jhich to cover the cost of ·the flight. 

At this point, TA;INEW3l-iU11 stated she Has tired of 
being made a fool of by_ the false allegations that she had been 
impersonatin~ military and Govt;:rnment personnel, and did not 
desire to di3cuss the matter further. 
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T.N'iiH-;;·WAUH advised she t,r:~shed to "'0 on reco):'d -wi·th 
the Fbi thQi: t h e ci.i s .:-.pp<::arance of 'L'i ·iOEi\S .r\IJ{A from Bould3r, 
Co1or-&do, on J-;:,:;;.rch 15, 19 b ~ , had no·dtin~ to (~O Hi th h~r :?as·i: 
asso.:!j_ation ui th :ili.n<) and couJ.d only offer ·the opinion tha-t: 
he de cided ·to <i.ITU~>-i:lJ J cave Bouldr.:r due to ma.ri tal d:i.fficul ties 
and nm;·::~rous p8rsc:::;.a.l clas:l!es '!.•7i·t.:h oti"lcr members in the 
Depa.:r··iT,cnt of nis ·co~"'Y u:l: tne Univ~~ l."'sity of Colorado. She. 
stated she hc:,s x•cr:!<'ived sev::!r-:11 lon~~ distance telc!)hone calls 
frmt .. lUriA ~inc·J his disa.ppea.I..,QnCG ) but did not kno-.v- fro:-n v1hat 
locatio:2 tlle:y G:.:-.:1natccl as he refu::;ed ·to divulr;e his 1:-1her•e-· 
ciliou"'cs. S.i1e .:.tlso statca ·t!1at in / i.ut;ust, 1969, he called her 
fron St<J))leton I:tYtern.:ltion-:::tl AirDOl"'·c in Denver and she JP'..:'!t 
him ther~~ for a shorJc period of time; however, he r e fused to 
tell her ids dGstin<.l."i:ion or where he had been between that 
·tin:e <:.nd Earch 15, 19G9. Si1c stated -the conversa·tion r-:rc:.s 
stric·cJ.y D·;'):C'soJvtl. 'i'l~~1fEH;3J\Ui'1 st<.::te d the last tiL1e she received 
any \O·i i:t~n cor!l::unication from RI1iA \-Jas in HoveP..ber., 19G9, 
Hhich co:l":·j•m.'l1ic ,-::tion sh2 l"'ecalls i·:as postm&rked 'J.'oronto, Canada. 
She also sta·t,~d she received a ·tsleullone call from him jus·t 
befo:.."e Chris·t1:1.:::.s ~ 1969, for ·the pur•pose of extendinr; Cin"'is·tlilas 
:_];rcetines. /~ccording to 7Ai'f~.JZ:I·IBAUH ~ the call caHl.e fro:m. a puy 
tele9honG f:com an unknot·m location. 

She con-::inucd tlla·t the noJces she r·eceived f~"'o:n RIHA 
Here :t."'cmoved from hc.:0 residence in Denver, Colol"'ado ~ on 
Janual'"'Y 23, 1970 , l>y de-tectives of til.G Boulder, Colorado Police 
Dcpa:ctT;tGnt on tl1e basis of a search Harrant; hmv-ever, she stated 
that her a·ttor:.1ey :- JOlU KOKISH? ha.s advised her that he has a 
specific address for Rl[~ in his possession which he has 
ob·tained throueh inde.r>(:mctent inve.s·tieation. She pointed ou·t 
she. is certain RI!lA Hill CJ.f·::lin r<.::. tur•n to thf~ Boulder. area. 

'l'he folJ.o~-Jing descriptive data \•?as obtained concerning 
Ti\..i'HJENBAUL1 through intervicv-1 and observation: 

Race: 
Sex: 
Date of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Hei[;ht: 
\'i e i girt : 
Eyes: 
Hair: 

\·Jhi·te 
Female 
Narch 30, 1931 
Chicago, Illinois 
51711 
170 pou.l1ds 
Brovm 
Dro-.;.m/ gray 

11 
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Addl""~GSS: 

Occu·1Ja·t:i.on: 
I~elati ves: 

Hili·tary Service: 

Education: 

Status of Health: 
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248 Logan Street, Denver, 
Colorado. 

Graphic Artist 
Father- JOSBPI1 J. FOREST 

(Decea3ed) 
Nother - Y!l\RGARE'T JOSEPHii\TE 

FOREST, age 69 ~ 
Galva, Illino:i.s. 

Brother- PETER FORBST, age 
35) lJ-20 Oakland Street, 
Imva. City, Iowa. 

Brother - CHARLES ANDRm"J .FOREST '; 
ar;e 34, Sandia, Nei.J 
Hexico. States employed 
as ma·thematician ~ U. S. 
Atom..i .. c Energ-y Cormnission. 

None 
St. Anthony Grade School, 

St. Louis, Missouri; 
a·ttended St. Elizabeth 
Academy, St. Louis, t·ti.ssouri 
where completed ·tenth. s;rade; 
received hi.r.:h school d:i.u1o;na 
v.Jhilc incar·cer·aJced in Iilinois 
State Reformatory for ~·Jo;r:.en. 

Received psychia·tric treatment 
from Dr. ERIC SACHS, 30 North 
Hichigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois, 1956 - 1959. 

12 
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RI:: GALYA TANNENBAUN 

Mr. James R. Richards, Assistant United States 
Attorney, Denver, Colorado, 1.-Jas contacted on February 6, 
19 70 and furnished results of comple·te intervieoo;<7s of pe:csons 
contacted in this investigation. Mr. Richards stated 
Tannenbaum apparently did not obtain anything of value as a 
result of her false represenTations. He also noted there was 
no indication that persons to whom these false representations 
had been made relied upon them or acted dil"ectly as a result 
of he I' false claims. I1r. Richards stated he did not feel the 
actions of Hrs. Tannenbaum constituted a prosecutable violation 
of the Federal Impersonation Statute, and added that the matter 
did not appear to be one that had prosecutive merit. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It :i.s the pl.,operty 
of the FBI and is· loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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li,0;JTI:D STA.'n:s DEP.UtT\lE~\T OF JeSTICE 

./u 1·'~·1 ,z,·, J>!eas(, l~<~{C~r to 

Filr! So. 

FEDEH.\L Bt;HEAU OF 1:\\"ESTlGATfOS 

18218 Fcd0ral Building 
Denver, Colorddo 80202 

Febr~ud.ry 12, 19 70 

li:r. James L. 1'r~ece 
United S·c.::-~tcs .A·tto~ncy 
U"i~.ted S·t.::.tc::: Courth0use 
lXmver, Col.Ol"'ado 80202 

t1r. Ja~-n.es R. Richards 
Assistant U. S. Atto:r>nev 

Re: Galya 'I'ann<':mbaum 
Iu,persona·tion HaJcter 

t-\s a :L'8Sul t of these c!iscussion:::, Hr. 
d·~~c.lined Dr:):Je>cution of 'l.'anncnbau~n, no·::.in!' that 
u.!'p2r;~ntly never obtained t:':nyi:hin7 of va.ltie and 

Richards 
sh3 had 

A copy of a le·tte:rhe."ld memorandum rcflcc·ting resultG 
of intervievlS of individuals con-"cac·ted in ·this investigation 
is beinr; enclosed :'cor the cor.1pletion of your file in this 
r.lut·tcr. I . 

• I -. 
No further in·.restigation is contemplateu Dy this 

office rer;a:r•ding Tannenbaum. ,_, .... ,_ ~ , . . .,..,..-:.. i ;\!0-1 .RECO~-~Lr'~:o 
(- ; •; .. " Very truly yours, ~ 0 FEB le 1970 

SCOTT J. HERNER 

J:nclos ure 1 
Special Agent in Charge 
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FBI 

Date: 7/9/70 

F.eferenced corr:munication sets forth backgr·ound 
i!lvE:stiga:tion conducted by t:he Denver Division concerning 
TANNEHBAU~1. 

Enclosed J.s 
on page 58 of today's 

a newsnaper clipping which anoeared 
edition of the H.oc~z ~Ioun ·te:'lil1 - ~e'tl?_> 

local nev;spa.per. a Denver 

The article is captioned "GALYA. She Talke d to 
Church Statues." r ·t sets fort"h ·testimony given by onr;; 
Dr. JOHN :1"-iACDOW\.LD, a psychiatrist, at a sanity hear>ing 
involving TAN~ENBAUM, which hearing is ~eing held~ 
Boulder District · Cour·t before Judge JOHN BARNARD Hi thout 
a jury. Dr. MACDONALD was testifying concerning the re-
sults of his mental examination of TANNENBAUH., .-

l / : ·-· . . 
. •• ' ~ .,. ~ ~ ~ .... ~ ,._ 4' '§ -~ ·. - ·r ' 

According to the· article o:~·~ .. ·j~MAdJDONALD set fo-cth ; ... ~ _..;_Jl 

various allegations and cla;i.ms vJhich 1-1r's. TANNENBAUM has 
made to him, including a claim that she worked for the FBI. 

.·.-
/ ~---· I 



p 

--· ~·--

DN 1+7 -3190 

Upon reading the enclosed article ASAC JOHN F. 
HURlJEY inullediately contacted the SRA in Bol~l.der,- Cclot•ado 
and instructed him to contact ,Judge B/'d<.NARD today and advise 
him that not onJ.v had ;,·Irs. Ti\.NNENBAUH never \.,rorked for the 
FDI, but she has- never in a.ny ~·lay Hha·tsoever beer. ·associated 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

That information ~·Jas given to Hrs. ESTH-ER DONT,JELLEY, 
,Judge BARNARD's secretary, this morning since Judge BARNARD 
was again in court hearing the sariity matter involving Mrs. 
TANNENBAUN. 

\\'hen contacted by the Bureau Agent Mrs. DONNELLEY 
stated V.1hen the Judge heard tha·t comment of alleged "Bureau 
employment by i''lrs. TANNENBAUH he immediately discounted it 
knowing it was absolutely untrue. 

Mrs. DONNELLEY stated she would bring the FBI 
refutation of· this comment to the Judge's attention at the 
first recess in couJ."'t. ·-

Various criminal proceedings are pending against 
Mrs. TANNENBAUM in the Denver-Boulder area, and they are 
being held in·aheyance, pending the outcome of·her current 
san~ ·ty tr:i.al. 

.. 

2 
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f'().lii;O !;?nv. 7-1·6-631" 

"·'· 

(Mount Clipping in Spac"' Below) 
·----·------- • l!ll -·--;:--;;.-·- ·-------·-;;-,:;------;;,----

J:~ . f··1 ;•'!'f .... ..~ l.11' ., -·-·-·-©]· 
tf' ~.., :::· 1 ;.'n ;'if~-- "' ~>. i'!~ ,QA ;:: ;. ~ __ ;;.,•J t .r 1" "'~ •'-:"'· 

..... . • .... .. ~.{ -!. , . 1' ' ~~-'-d "'·" ·.·j .. t 1 .. , :::. .... . ~ "" .. "'~ u :..1 ~~@ .~ ... - !!l tj ·~'9 ~ \!;;-;;J ~ ~ ... r 1;;,-,:y •• ); 

··l 
l '.l ,t;::'") 

4.~·1 

Uy B:\lW.\t;i\ BHOW./\1•~ 
Ro.ck<• Mo11nrai11 News Writ<"r 

,ilrs. Gal\'a Tnm\enhaum t•laimrd statues iu a Cal'll
olic l'hurch i'all.:cd to hcl', a n~:iwer psychial-dst iesH-
1 
.• 1,·"1 ,,,.,t.•cltWSllay. ·•, r.,~,. ..... , ..... -=' .... _., ...... .,...",_._,., .. .,.,,. . .._. .• ,.~ 

"- ~ •· I j.. . . . ~ · .. "' ~ 
''l felt it really iw.p,-,_·n~d ." i ~ 

Dl'. ,lt•lm i\lacdonald. Cokn·adu, • -~ ~ 
Psyc:hopathic I-lo~pitrd fo·.·cnsi 'I ~ 1 
psy(·hiatry directol·, Q_uctcd 1\lts. 1 ;. • • • ~-~ 
Tonnenbnum. ! i· · ··.. ~ ~ . -~l_ l' 

".I felt 1 hclon:::NI to !:en.:-·! ; · ,, ·' , ~ 
thin~ . ..:\t hrnnc, c\~e~~ythiuz \\'~1 :~:;. ... _·:·i ~-.. • ·lf' 
wron~:. : t · · ' .: · . . :;·_· .. ,... ~ 

"There , people Hked me ." l ~-. ·:v.:·'.~-·d.;.'. ,·,-;... -~ 
?vlacl1on;~l:.i . hom~ver, said the 1 . : ·. ".:~~·>::<· ~::,_; · - ~~-~ 

s\(lcl:v ::i~J--vcar-olcl woman (;-icu .. : ~ : · o::{ : ·.;: ,- .. _·_:. 
of mi'ssing; Uni\'er·sity of Color::- 1 ~-
do professor Dr. Thomas Rihft is: ; 

,, lcga lly sanr~·; 
1 

, .,. d . l [_:' ·1 .. 
. I But, ::\ta<:ttona a t:csii.!C' m r:~-; ~ 

\
sponsc to a question by d~~:en:;:;- · :. 
hlw\·cr .Tohn Kokish, had ?.i:·:; . ! :~ 
tff::utnen:~~urn "h e e n cha rg~d · :· · 1 
with killing someone." h'? .:·'•l:l:l , k;·. ~~ 
have fnund her legally ms:!IIC . i ~- · ·.~ 

I -~ 
'Relutes to need.' 1 ( l 
"[ \' "OLJ'n' IJa1·e t·1 '-no11· •1 •• c'·· I ~ · '~ , 0 ! (. " C h o 'h,;; ' ~• 40 • ~,.,~...,~~ • ..,. , _ .,.. , ,,,.~ •'•'w'- - · .. ·-----~ 

cumst:mcf's ," :i'l'!ar:donald sa id. i ~\l;·s. Galya '1\umcni.>::lUm 
''If it relates to her need l'o hokl' 
on to h;:;r man I would say, yes. ··1 in!.: ni!!::.'s llll!nc t-o n $330 

t··rn othei~ \vords if it \\'ere' t.'het·f\. 
someone who had rejected' :'>Il's . Tann::!nhallm is accused 
her'?" E".ol<ish asked. of gi\·ing the check to a charter 

"I "·auld say, yes. possiblv." airline S~'rdce last July 30 for a 
the psychiatrist said. CVT<H:d.O!l· flight to San Antonio, Tex. after 
aid s:iid iV!rs. Tennenbaum told! Hiha \\":-IS first missed :March 1.4, 
hi 111 she lived with RihCl fm· a 11969. 
l'ime, anu was upset by his "sud-~ Macdonald -- testifying_ f o r 
den maniagc. ") eight hours-said Mt·s. Tannen-

Mrs. TannE.'nbaum . howcvct·. b:.tum made one r:laim after an· 
is not charged with murder. but ·other to him. stating: 

"'forgery. . I e Nazis impianted the fetus of 
I . The- grey-haired mctlwr nf a m6:1ke~' inside her while she 
·~ fo!tr is mulr.rg·oin:~. a sa nit~· I co_ ntended she was in a German 

tnal on her plea nf inno('(•ut 1 c:oncenl.ration camp during! 
hy re:u;on of insanity tn fo:·g·- World War H. ...--·'· 
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--- · ~· 
1 :J!l•·;~·Nl prnfi<•lt'li<'V with \\'t•,\p· "At one tim~ ~~~,.. suid l-l.~ 

o:ts, )ia<·;bnald ~aid •• 1mop;{ was ft·oi" anoth<•r pl::ul't, "· 
1h<"m: 'i'h:tt ,}le <·f•ult1 ~ol•ont :IIar·dou,tlr!. s:1ic1. < 

bi!'lh on t~h' \\in~ wi: lt a rill e , )faedonald said there "c:n1 L<> 
":::ilw t.~! ked a h:mt !;_,J:!nc; I~us- l no question but that :\Ir:;. T ·t:l

i si;u:s, ar.d said slh' ""'11 <tssC'm-lncnl>aum is a very sid: \;·r;m-
Ol·"·(1nnahl also so.ict , to hisj father (a Chicago sign painter) : hb a g-un bE'l1ind IK•r lr.J.ck," ian." 

:,r.,,~ h•::", :vr1·s. TannC'nbaum- alwbo d!Nl in J953." 1:\{acdmuld said. "She also! ?\cverth~h·ss, he said, s!K• is 
ll".ll\t' n[ Chicm;O, h<:d ne~-e~· left :\1rs. Ter.uenhaum clain!E'd t'l! d!lims hl lk \'C''Y familiar with I not l~gally insane in tlw.t ;:t:.· ;~ 
tl.•• t·.:-:.1 . · ha\'e had an unhai•PY chiJ•liYJJld,!d}namite. 1not so del'atH~ed as nol t'l bf; 

V ..:::".' 11as <• colonel m some in \\·hkh sht> WdS told h0r par- : "She "'"id sht- would do vcryi'ii01e to tell thP dil'f<'t'enee he
inl_ ·•l'i~:<·twe service, ,,-ho l!PIIK' ll , ents wanted a l;oy, \H!S fre-\~ttm;t•ro~ts "<h inr:s, like flying 1 twet>n ri~~ht a!~d Wl'Ol1!{, or, 
g• 1 eilit.<'lb (,ul <'f Czccho::l<l\'a- : quc>ntly ht.'atcn and was locked Ol'<'l' Lo\'t•la:td Pass at a low a!- 'knowin.t; the difference. to n:-" 
kia 1" \\"c~! crn countri;os. :in the u:1s0ment. 1litudc so 'pi..:tures' could be tak- frain from wnmgdoln~. 

!:'.Irs. TannPnbaum used the : , .. , • len'." The sanity c:u.,(' is being t:·:,•:' 
z::l ll'<'S of both Col. Z<,J&l'O\·a-", JJarnea ntl!SlCUHi. I , , , , ~ to Boulder Dist. Judge ,fohn 
<•ftrr a P..u~>shm l.Jallcrina-andj Bt>cau:;c of this she l'a;d she j lr ncnd of .Joe S Barnard without a jury. 
C!'!. 'I annen1)at::n.) : lived in a world of "illusion.'' , ::\frs. Tannenbaum also 

i 0 :'hE' was an asso<"iate of t.he :\nwn. sl:c was 16, she said, she iclai:n('cl to be -a friE'm~ of Jo:! Ba
i C"osia 2\"o<;tm and \n:nt to rlm- ; marnecl a danre band leadr r l n:m~•s. a gangland fit;m·r , Gov. 
•n(• :-,.: "with thE~ family." ., 11\'ho later joinC'd the Air Force. ,John L'J\e, Lt. Go1· . .:. rmk Ho
I "Slw ~aid she \'-cnt thmugh a Durin:; this m arringe, B'>lling 1 gan anrl th~ latt• U.S. Sc:!L E\·er-
1 r(•rt-m<HlY and promis·~d not to . Air Force Base Hospital r ec- ; ett Dirks~·n . . "' 
I rat. on t!1e C(J:!e," ~~'l('dm:ald · ords, introduced by Koi:isil st.\te r ;.Irs. T.anncnhaum ci;umed the 

I said .. ":'::c '-Hid s:w'd p1·obLahly 1 ::\t1:~· T··.•:nenbat.cm a!)l)•tr<'n!ly : statncs m .. :hur,..ch ~<;!!(('.'~ to h1!r 
. he lnlk,l for talkmg ubvt: L the .:sutter<:n a "c:'lm·ersion r coa('- .~_dwn she ,\<IS 2o or2t years olE!: 
r·orlE•. l tiou'' in whi(:h she was tm;:h!r to : 

: •. '-· ~. '''''!llH't'lh:••nn said she ; rr:oye l:!' l" lefL leg- hospi~a l of-1 
wa:; pr. srnt \\-hen ;;omeone 1 ficials fei t because she fe; ,red 
ti':·••i•P'!d \\'h<.~t she thouf,;!lt was ,a ;h"r husha•·d mi;~ilt lea\·e her. 
h,vly il:l·' a la1;e in an oii dr!.!m,' She was pr<>grwnt with Ju•r i 
I.: r. )Iaulolnnlc s::~id. S!lP also i fir-.t ehild at iltl.' thne. . I 
ts ~ rl J,im sh~ ~au'\\' abm:t ar.mher: :\Iacconald said :\Irs. T::nnf.>n-1 
gan::l'>ntl ktllim;. I b:w:11 s:.llfcre<l from feelin!!;s of\ 

1 I<,\\'0Vcr, ).l,·s . Tan::Nlbaum ' d;mendcn('·: . One of her re."1sons 
also .elaimcd to ha,·e \YOrl;ed for ' fOl~ becum.in~ pregnant, he said. 
1 
lle } HI. I was that this would help her to 
'Pollution plan' hold her men. 
''She s;,id she·s written to the · :\Irs. TanncnJ:aum was 111'ice 

Cl.\ and the Atomic EnE>r~yl: r~rmally,, n:arJ'Jed. an~ ha~ a 
Co:nn:ission and the P£>nta!;on . com~on ••. m relahonsh1p, ).'f-tc
about a plan she worked out tojclona!d !>l.>.Jd. 
t~se ~obalt GO. to dean u~yolln-1 Drct;~· o·verd oses I 
tlon tl'l t!:e Clucago area, )lac-, Hospital records. produced hy 
donn!d s::1d. ~ Kokish, indicate :\Irs. Tannen-

"SI,e said she took films of•huum was admitted to thr•'e 
Cuba for the ~o\·ernment," :\Iac- ; ll"lspita!s in an unconscious 
d<•:wlu .said. "She admitted tell- ' state; in 1954 'and 1953, twice I 
in~ otl:~··· people about doi~g from u\'('l'dc•o;es of barbituales 
th:n;.>;s hiw what you see on ~lis- ! and once from an o\·erdose of 
s ion Tmp<>~~i')le. <A Tv' sho·.n.•morphine. I 

)1 rs. Tanrwnha.nm ad miHt•<l ! • 'Durin'~ l~er life, she says 
klling- <·Ia horatc li<•s to some :she's had \·ery few friends," 
Jlt•<Jplt•, hut l'lainied some or !and the only per,:on she can 
I t• l' "il<l ~ofnl'it"> \\'ere true. !confide in is her attorney,. 

''Shr said she heard Yoices .:\Ir. Eoki::h," ::.r~cdonald saicl. 
·~.i:we a;e 8," :\Tacdonald s,Iid.l )Irs. '£annenban~:~t}.e 1 j :->he smd she olten talked to her seyeral daims concerning an 
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·- .. - ·- -...... .. . .. ,._. 

; ··~ \..,"' Tolson-·---
Sullivan 
Moh1· __ ,:_t --·.:...... .. 

Bi.slwp . "" 
IBrepnan_::-c.D. : 

! Cal'lail:tti ___ _ 

1:C" " • 2 C · J d 1"' If . ' ~ -~ --- . ·' Casper __ 
i,r-L'1gttre 11'1 0 Ol"a .0 V.l. )i''StGTleS an AJ?lJa-r·ef[~ Conrad 

~ ,_,;:,-~~,::.-::,... ;·:~·;,.,.,,o;,,, note ana,_,,,_. -' c ·c11iclde\ ~=:~·-Y-=========== 
F DEN lf'R r. r . , 

0
_.

1
. lCI' te hrr !·•wyer, Joil.n Ko~<<Sh /111 ' 0 v ......==::.... G l 

1. '\ • ' .\. m c.\ " ·' 1 ,;, d Dul\'"1'. I,1rs. T~nnenbaum ,,._.- / <1_, , _....;..~ --.._,a c 

I

G1ori?. Tannt>_nbaum. thP {'('n- .1 ,' :\i:\ r: o~rst('d hl'l' innocence . /. .· I /' Rosen 
trnl figure m two unsolvPd :11 t! :c· td~:t !Jpenrance of Dr. ti 

1 1 

// , , • . 

Color,,do m:;. ~t~:ries, ~:.5 d '..- Tho:n·t;; H.ia, ~o. aN! the deaths "' 1 ~ { --...q~avel 
;,anc, '<'P'ila.reutly a l.u:;:·;,!E>. ..1f {; ··:•av f. I: •. :~;ycrse~, 78, and /,,/ {,te fj)' ··~ W lters lr~ ' •r'v;-:1. l " •"rt ol / V ~ S :Mro:. Tannenbaum, 39 ve.u·s ·· · : ·· 1" · ·--

1 
• - , •• - • • • • ,. o ars 

1

. • , _,.., . • d .. ., . ;, . . 1 he lett ~r to ~.lr. Koln~h satd, . / ,. J ~ ,,. , '"" · ------~,,a, onu!!--.-a!de "5 "' st . ;><-~L "It Ll<:.•!'n't m:>tter rca!lv, but 1 f , /'vv-· /t!~' T e. Room---
w t\~:>. po'~?~m~ d:.!~tns_ :.n,d_ ;n wiil t\'ii _.;ou this. 1 didn't. do : ,/" : r.r /.1!/· I / HAimes 
tl_lE" ms_appt_"" a nee 01 ~ l.n.,,.r- 'i'"':' or Gus or Earb in. 1 went\ 1 I "" ::J 

1 

' ------
"tty _c! C_olorado. pro;essor of nl!ts \\ ith l1urt over losingl / I J./ ? [ t. #''~ .. ~/)andy ------
Ru.Sf.!:tn h:story. dJed ;:,-und<>y at th"m ,. 1 , l/ .i'> / t~~ ,Co!or?do State P.o&pital in Dr: Hi!la, who liver\ near the\ : J ,},..) { ! /....- ,~...._,!'(iv"' /' 
::.- t~t'o!o. . .•. ·, uniwrslty cal'!l;>us in Bodder, • "' · · . j t/1:Y' _./ _.(' \ 
. rhc hos:Jttal authon.~~s _e~n· , <~i".l!J;J0:tn~d ·.1arch 14, 1%9.' j F ~ . /" . -- ; . , / J , .')!J

11 

h! iiH:d today, a~t~r car ill'• ttl'· •ard :.:r!'. Tann ~·nbat:m w as sub- 0 {)·"' Jl /'/ j -'- ..._ ; ·. ·\' !- \:, . · . ·"' : .. • -.._ 
r.ll'.\S, that ~ smc1de not~ h:1d ~cqu ... ,;tly c:l:lrgC'd in both J t /" : V _. . /f 
l1P<.lll iv•md 11'1 a pocl;r::t or Mrs. ·Bou!ct('r and Denn~r in fourl jl}; ../' ;·._.J __ - . : 
Tannenbaum's dress. L:>eparate ieloni~'S im·olYing the .....___.,..,.,..- . 'I . .., 

rrotests Her !nncccllCS \Gi.;p•)S.ll of hi.> property. \ -..;::;:-;. ~ • 
• ,,honoh an am.on";V renort' As a l•'Sllh. of one of those ! , ., ~ · ·; . X£-~ . . J ' / 

J"\.\ 
1 

o · .. • rJ· ~~·-, us !'t,~t ~n" h"d for"'ed J .. "' / ""' ~ I / I · · ' 
"'\'ll not be a\·~ • 1 ·•'- ' c uno' · -'·' <-'"' .I· • "' "· "' 

1 
_ _. 11ftl. -" A ., /

1 

_, .. ;_,/ ~ · · ... ,..~ , ' D · R;"' ,.'s n<>me to a S3001 • / .. ' - '- " ' ' • • ' 

1hnrsday, the .cam.<! cf ~lc·ath (' ~:~ ,,: .. \ :r·s T'·,:nttc,.h ~ · ,0 v•asl · (( 1 ' ~ 
l 

,.1· • d t h " .,. ,.,.,,- c··-- ·• '''• ' · · " " ...... . '
1 

' ' I wa~ >~ IC\ e 0 " \ • • " -'a · t' ,, ·"d '-.- a t~ottl\'er D'tstrl'ct1 
• l ,- • 

'..J th : ' \.,, . ! ' l'<>d f \<'Q \ - · ' 1',> ' • • I , • • ,. I 
p c, • E.' po.san ll--~- j{ , .J _ ' Cn"rt j' 'f\' 10 ht> 1'•':1\lV i"sane r: ., ' J · : .J • ~ 

' ?. C ~..,. n nbaUI'~ 1 S ne;f)h ) v· . .. .... t.: . .. ,> J h... ~~ ":.-<-! _,. '-?1 "-.~~ ·en e. : · • ., - <:nd w:n 'ordt rl'd con!ined. V -%' "/....:~ .--
l)CJrs lll 1Jem.::· l::l ~~· ,- -.., I · V~ 

The woman, who onr,:i s~arch Is t:nsnccrssiul •./ 
cla:imd to be a gen•·ral doin;~: In tl:P followin~ m0nth5, the 
ir.f('.fligc•lce \I'Ork and b:·a:~ -· .·d poii<:() in th~ Dc-m·:or-F"lulder 
of :1er frkndships in bfn~r :1ti:.d :1.rea n' ad~ a w::.Je- search for 
plu·: s, gave ~oM~ of b •r il ):;- ~ hi:> ~ , r ., 1y. Th('y !:w!,ed into 
sessions to fellow p'l t:t·nf.s a;;d ~o.I!1U•ltt ~·d mou:-: :,in rr£ne 
wr.>te farewell letters w friemh ... .'ums ar:d alan~ iso: .. '!.ted roads, 
-and family before she died. I an< I dq~ up the ba::t'-mrnt <lf; ·--- . 

ia.11 r:a.<t Dcnv0r home once' oc-\ 
cupit>.i hy "-Irs. Tannenbaum. 
But t~c rni:;,.ing profes<;or has \ 
never he"a ft)Und. ln the poi- 1 
soning d<>:nhs, no evidenee was1 
developed that c[)uld support! 
1 charges agHinst ~ir:>. Tannen-. 
•baum. · 
· Mr. Kokish said here today 
that a grand jury s!'lould be 
asked to invcsti~ate how Mrs. 
T:innf'nbaum ont 'a:tJCd t;1e jloi
sc·n that kiH~d hei'. lie ~ald 
u-.at tl.e grand jm)' should also 

The Washington Post 
Times Herald------------

The Washington Daily News -----
The Evening Star (Washington) __ 
The Sunday Star (Washington) __ _ 

Daily News (New Yorkl -----
Sunday News (New Yorkl -----
New York Post ____ ...,..._..,.... __ 

The New York Times __ /-..:..~--:'-: __ _ 
. ...... 

The Daily World _________ _ 

'l'he New Leader----------

The Wall Street Journal -----
The National Observer-----

People's World---------

in~tigate comj)l.lints mad.e! to\ 
him in )('ltCT~ !TC~<l ~1rs. fan· /.1)' !lJ, ? 
ncnbaum th</ !--:1r: had bcenl , fJ tJ 
mistreated pnd J.:'.!r~ecuted by\ / ~- Date · / / 
the hosp;t:u :,t1ll. L-' .,.1 _ 

Mr. Kokbh said that his "-- w J 
I l l dl N·'7? ~ , . 

. client wa~ apn;,;,cqt y • _oo te, , ..., f./ • 

\

upon at Pur bw :.s a Kmd of1 /' _../ d Y;:' ·· 
the ,vitc.h of the ward." \' 0 :> \ .' 

I 
He quotl'd h.::r fin al le tter to I 

--....._. 
1 

/ hhh as sayin~. "Everyt~ing "·. j ' . . ..- 7 I/' "'] .... ' 
. ~ ,'/ /' \t\11.t has made fn (' fed t:ood \ '. . / ( / :. .... .... ' •. _1, _.,/ . _ • 
M 1 ,... .. about mvsC'lf )las br !'n taken _., . . ., . ''l/fn ,· _!. > •• ' ' .• ; _ h .. .· 

1
• f:') &·.~ No1· E: ::.•::o_•?,·,·)i::·r" .• ; ,_, 

...,,r a\'JlY· Life is v_ery c eap. 1 1 
11 3. -·, . ln ' ·· ·-~ ' ~-~~ .. ~~.;.' . 1 .. /.

1 

·..:; T!'9~f , u~· . ~ '~--tW7 · l l!·il) ,<::_: ~.1.· .• ~0-· ~ 
7'f!q ': \ . : "'"" •"- u. 

'-J~~~~~~~t)-~DJ~-~~~. '~,7·3· ~·-~·~~~~~~~~--------~----------------~\~-------~----~~ ____ _:·~¥. 
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¥'( , U1fD STATES DEPARTMENT OF ISTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA TIC ,11-18-75 392 CAG ., 4' ' 

• j; . IDENTifiCATION DIVISION . ... 
- WASI·HNGTON, D.C. 20537 . 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 581 500 A , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ON!.Y. 
Information sbown on this Identification Record represents data fJJrnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FU~TH!:~ EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION - IS 
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THc;>SE FINGERPRINTS. 

so 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

San Antonio TX 

usss 
San Antonio TX 

so 
Clayton MO 

PD. 
Chgo IL 

PD 
Chgo IL 

PD 
Chgo IL 

Cook Co Jail 
Chgo IL 

Cook Co Jail 
Chgo IL 

SRef for Women 
Dwight IL 

NAME .I.I.ND NUMBER ARRESTF.i> OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE 

Gloria Ann 
Me Pherson 

11/14/50 forg gov't checks 

Gloria Ann 
McPherson 
J"-3-15-1082 

Gloria Ann 
McPherson 
5288 

11/14/50 

4/29/54 

Gloria McPherson 9/2)58 
P File 

Gloria McPherson 9/2/58 
E 43193 

mail theft 
forg & pass gov't 
chk ($336) · 

forg 

not g~ven 

embz (1) 
forg (2) 

DISPOSITION 

sent to 1 yr & 
1 day sus p for 
3 yrs & placed 
on prob for 3 
yrs under 
supervision 

warr 

DWP 3 yrs prot 

Gloria Fores 
E 43193 

5/27/60 OM FP (checks) 9 mos H of C 

Gloria Forest 
252549 

5/28/60 

Gloria McPherson 9/26/60 
259721 

277-'38 

forgery 

Gloria Ann 
McPherson 
3843 

10/21/60 forg (2M) 
ernbz (1M) 

7/27/60 sent to 
H of C 

sent to pentr y 
10/21/60" 

1 - 5 yrs .(CC) 
12/21/62 par 
~to Chgo IL 
.6/2.5/64 disch 
expiration of 
sent while on 
parole This docume"ILt is prepc red in response to your . equest and is jnot /or dissemi

nq,tion outside '!/O?'r C< r::1:1,i.'·'" ~" . l h w:e is l:i1:1 ia:J t~ off iciat '2'1 , ·oceedings by 
yo~~r Com·mi .:;,ge a:~l tl ~ {9:<.lc:rt n:a:y net be diUJlosed to unau fj~orized person-. 

· · nel without the exprest: app•roval of the FBI • 

.... 
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u1r ED · STATE; ·OEPARTMENT Off·.· .. neE . ~ 

. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI ·· 111-18 - 7 5 3 9 2 CAG 
, .· IDENTIFICATION O!VISION . · ... 
.._, .. WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 · '>-... . ·_ , . . .. 

;· . 

. The following FBI record, NUMBER 581 500 A , i!; furnished FOR OFFICIAL US E ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
WHf:RE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHO'NN OR FURTHER EXPl.ANATidN. OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION· IS 
DESIRED, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

NAME AND NUMBER 
ARRESTED OR 

RECEIVED 
CHARGE 

PD . 
Denver CO 

Gayla Ann 10/27/ 69 inv forg 

PD 
Denve r CO 

PD 
Boulder CO 

so 
Boulder CO 

PD 
Denver CO 

so 
Boulder CO 

so 
Golden CO 

Dept of Security 
SHosp 
Pueblo CO 

so 
Littleton CO 

. Tannenbaum 
162895 

Galya Ann 
Tannenbaum 
162895 

Calya Ann 
Tannenbaum 
20534 

Galya Ann 
Tannenbaum 
11371 

Cayla Ann 
Tannenbaum 
162895 

Galya Ann 
Tannenbaum 
1_172~ .· .. '· 

Gayla Ann 
Tannenbaum 
23024 

12/ 5/69 

1/23/70 

' 

1/23/70 
' 

1/23/70 

3/12/70 

3/20/70 

Galya Tannenbaum 7/17/70 
54609 

Galya Ann 
Tannenbaum 
364517 

12/7/70 

NW 55100 .Docld:32989553 Page 149 

CC Wrt #23327 
S-check 

forgery 

. forgery .. .. 
.; 

hld fug det 

forgery 

Wrnt: Hab Corp 

mental patient 

hold for Denver 

DISPOSITION 

::.:. 

rel to SO 
Boulder CO 

-
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Boulder, C'olor:tdo • Monday, April 14, 1969 Volume 17. Number 116 
c=- - ~"''===""'~=---.. - . ___ .. .._ - =rr=r:o= -
HIS!9R'(.PROF MISSiNG. A . ~ONT!:i L .. -:·;"_, .. ~ .. ·'· 

@ u~ lfn'D 01 ~ c: 0 -~~ ~ ;;· ~~ rr ~.-
!.1~ u \:.::'.J ~) l:.=..~ L':::Y ~ s U u ~ ':::7 

BY DAVID M. GAON 
Cnpyrixllt, 1969 by Tlzr Coloraclo Daily 

The month long abscnsc of Russian History Professor Tl!omas 
Rih~ is shrouded in mys•. ~r:r --;ncluding a report from an official of the 
Central ln:cliigcn.:c Af:t:ncy (CIA) that Riha' is ''safe" but his 
whereabouts cannot be Jivulgcd. 

Riha disappeared during the 
week<'nd oi March 15, one week 

• I 
\ 
i 

--

after a quarrel with his wife at his 
lh'mc. lie was last seen in Boulder 
:-.tarch 14 at :1 dinner party at the 
'home of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth 
Sorenson. Mrs. Stlr.:nson is a 
student of Rilla's. 

The exact circumstances 
surrounding his disappearance are 
unknown, 

INTELLIGENCE 
Several t>f Riha's associates 

suspect h~: is involved with 
intdli!!cnc~ ofticials in this 
country. 

A coll~aguc! in the history 
dcpanmen! \vlw :1sk~d that his 
name he! wnilh~:d s:.i<.! he 
.:.mta.:t.:d c:.rlv !:"t Wl!ek aa 

J 

oifkial of t;:c <.:1·\ who would tell 
him \lilly that R.b was sale :.n<.! 
had left v,olo,nta~t~v. 

Unan·r~ary l'r~>ld~nt Jns~ph 
S:n:ky ~ani Tlh:"l.'y !:~ wa~ to\,! 
hy rdial•k ~.1ur.:cs an \\'a~hmr.t,.a: 
th.lt !~ah., w." ,,,lo: hut Snulcv "·" 
un.rh!c I•• 1-::m: th~ .:m:urrt>t~rrc.:~ 
\Utruutahn~ !u~ \lhJppcJr;tl\~~ ~.\r 
uf his Otc."'"''JH Wih:r~Jih>l!lli. 
Srruh:y ,,;,uJJ nut rd.:as.: the! 
ad.:nlll}' ,,f hb •••:.r..:.:. 

Sin,·,· .\lard1 I 5 Riha, who "a' 
in till' mitht of din~rcc 
pro,·c.:,Jin:-" "hen h.: di'>appc:•r<'d. 
h;J' l"t•nt.l..:h:d ~t : ~ ~·r-!l·.:r of p.!opi~ 
in the Uh!!r_up~,:u:u! D,•tner ;;srt.".L 
G:J1)'~1 T :l;l::t•Ji!).J .. . ::l uf .:!.:~ l..u;!.l:l 
St. m Dt·.:• er ,, ,: J >h~ has h:1d 
~i.."tcral p!hH!c! ~un\~n.:.~tion~ \\llh 
Rih:.t. ~.1f,, T.t·~n"":1h.u::n. \\bo 
d\.•.:-.erib\!d :lc.-:"'r::i ~!\ 3 lon~u:nc: 

fr:c:~d <\f :'~~-.1 . . ).1"\ =-~~~ i ' ~~ 
'c"c::-.,! f~uc.·r~ (ru::~ f.:\:1 \\i:f-. 
po'>tmad,, in Chic;Jgo and 
:\l<,ntrl.':ll, C:~r.:,,!:l Th<' l:l>t letter 
wa~ dated April S and \\:J> from 
Montreal. She ~:~:d h~ tnltl hc:r 

that he would inform certain 
people of his whereabouts. 
Meanwhile a check by the Daily of 
friends ~nd associates shows that 
no one has received any 
information about his 
disappearance. 

On April 9. Montreal 
infmmation reported an unlisted 
telephone number for a Thomas 
Riha. A se..:ond check April 12 
shows only an unlisted number 
for an 0. Riha in Montreal. 

During the week of April 6 Riha 
g.aw his nephew Zdcnk Cervny of 
the same address as Mr~. 
Tannenbaum the power of. 
attorney to sell Ius lhlUSe in· 
Ilould~r. C'ervny · said he has 
rl!tained Wheeler R.:altv in 
B,ltdder to h.andl.: the trar:s~ccion, 
and neighbors report that 
furn\mre has h~cn removed from 
the house durin~ the p2st week. 

TELEGRAM 
Ril:a 's atturn.:v. Rrcha~d E. 

llopkn1s. 7'275 T.:rr~cc Pl., 
Unuldcr, r~portcd rccctving a 
tdr~• :un t'rnm Rrha in J:.tc ~larch 
adv;~inl! him th •• t :•t :r btcr dare he 
\\ou\,1 ·h.: .tdva<.:•l :as to' whv he 
dl\.1pp.:ared. I !opkrns l1;" rc.:~ivcd 
nu further infnrrnation. 

On April II Joyc~ lehra. an 
~~><>Ciatc prufcs<or nf h:q,Hy at 
th.: l!nivcrort v. s.u.l 'he and 
oc\·cral <llh~r frienJs aucmpl<'d :o 
lik a mi>sin;: p.:rsons r-·pmt inr 
R1ll.l. She s:uU ~h~ \\":J~ ~niuun~d 
b! P;;:r-..l::11.tn n,~nJ!J ·\Ins t\:~ :~~.: 
l.hltuJc:r Pon~c Dt.•p.1run~nr Lllcr 

"leave without pay," accordine !C' 
William Briggs, dean of ·dt' 
College of Arts and Science> 
Briggs said that April I 0 he w~"r. 
to Riha at a forwarding acldre, 
provided by the Boulder Pos: 

. Office' 
A check of the Brooklyn, :Sc" 

York add;css revealed th:!l :t i~ 
the home of rel'ltivPt of :<.lrs. 
Hanna Riha. :\1rs. Riha, w:10 15 
staying at the Brookivn addrc~~. · · 
said that she has not heard f: r .. :- · 
her husband since she left ~ ~-:: 
home early :O.brch 9. Briccs !>~; 
not rescived a reply 10 his reque~: 
for information abou: Rrl13', 
plans. 

Th~ ~xa.:t nature of :.lr' 
Tannenbaum's relationship wk 
Riha has caused !!l'eJt concern i• 
friends and colle2gues o( ;~ 
mis~ing 40 year old 1\JiiYe 
Cz.echo~lovJkia. 

Scwr:tl trmes during the p 
scvcrJI mor.ths Mrs. TanncnbL, 
has r~presented herself JS 

Colc>nd Tannenblum oi ~!tittJ~ 
lntclii~ence to the b"'"''' 
invoJv,•d in th<' diYt;r 
pwc~~Jmgs of :.lr. :and Mrs. R~>.::. 
th.: Jay,·yer' ~ay. 

Gcrlid l'~pbn . .3.t4:' 17th S:. 
Boulder. wlw 1~ th~ attorncv f.· 
~1rs. RthJ in d:vr•r~~ pro•.:c~-..!:n.: 
ho:!.!llll Fcbruarv 7. s.ut! that :O.i:, 
T:s~l!l,·nbJum ~i~itc:J Ius oili.:-: j 
earl} in ~br.:ll 111 Jus rcqu.:s; . :\· l 
th:~t tan:.: s1:c :Jo!nllti~u l:crsdi _, .. 
C'ol~)O:!i T~!llt:.:~b.n::n \\I!=~ r ' 

1"1 ... • s::r.~c d.ly th ~·· ..J' far ;1 , th .. · -
B .. n .. J.:r p,,fl.;l~ ll~r~~:U:lc•H \\"J~ ,_,.,......--..,.,.,~~===== 
..:o;-:..:c:rn~,l R1hJ w~~ s::ft! .t~d haJ 
hc.~'!l ~~~:ut:J :.1 wt!.:-k t!~ther . ..,\ip) 
;~:,,:.\.'..i i. ... l Ctl::.;: :c:at lu 1.1-: [)..~. .. • . 
.!:.~! ,,.:l.!! ~ l!~ ,>;'M'iulJ:') {() c~i': .... ; 
it \\.~ , 1 r~H:",t! ~ . l · f ; :.,.• :Jt w ,, :,• : 

i\l!~..;..: Dcp~:ta;l!t.l. Fnc~n \'•.lS 

un:,v;..1!JCic for ~,n;lni'-":u. 
l'~ndmg wurd lro1:1 R:h3. th~ 

University has pb~~d him oil 

/o¢:.J- 7xz5G. 

~-~-r 
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.. (con:mue~ from pa;;e 1) Investigation (FBI) about Riha1s 
m1htary tntclhgcnce and promised disappearance. Briggs and Miss 
to present her credentials at a Lebra received no reply. Caplan 
later date. They were never declined to devuloe the nature of 

. l I d. ~" "' prov;c,et, 2ccor mg to~ ap!:m. hi's reply, and referred all 
Hopkins, Ri!la's attorney, said questions to the Boulder Police 

he had :1 phone convcrs:ilion with 
a woman who idt:llli fieJ lwrscl f as 
Cl)loncl Tannenbaum of military 
int{'lli~cncc but h:ts never met her 
pcrsor1ally or been provided with. 
proof of any connection with Mrs. 
Tannenbaum and military 
mtellif.!cnce in this country. 

Briggs, Miss Lcbra ar.d Caplan 
contacted the Federal Bureau of 

•. 

Contacted by the D:.1ily on April 
10, Scott Werner, F13l Bureau 
Chief in Denver, said it is Fl31 
policy not to reveal whether an 
investigation is in progress or any 
details surrounding a case. He said 
that this should not be taken as an 
admission that a case is or is not 
under investigation. 
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Tl!O;.!.li£~ -11.IJ.i/l. 
I!3 ,_ CZ 

1 Abernathy 

4/16/G9 

!!~than n. J ... cnvin, now d!:::::.wnscd, accorc!inr-; to. Bu:f:tlas 
.. • .,. .• ...... .. 't J... ... • ~ • r, -1"'• :- ~-.,. -t n ,... ·)~l·n-("4·""' --tou ····i ..:·tl !.,",. "'r'~ + -;- ... ~ .... -, 
J.c.·tc:r-v:~..~;:;;l(;C.l t::tncnel'-ut'-.t.~:·cl. :J..J.l !:-·<Jv .... '-'• ~ .. ·~; ,..... ~-~-"~· - •.• .:... .. ~.., .... 
~: ....... , ........ ~-r~ ... h ;?-lr.:-,r"1';.,, .. ""!!-r"""'~-rl1""",•t·i '"1";'nE,; to te;st:i.f;r._ r£1;.0 Cl"~ClC.J!1ti.!~e~:; 1..1!' 1~ 
.J. .... ,J -r ~ .olo • ...,..... ... ..:t ..... 'IW"" - , __ ., ...... - ..... •• .. ..... • • • .. " 

. -\ 
.. / \ 
I 1 

l/ 

f~l·n.:i.sLc·d ·for your ns.::::~i~•tanct1 in the event any :U1i-Gi~r.:at:;.on 1s 
! .. ·J.·"t""·- rJ"i ... ·t-- "'·c· ~.i•1-;-, •) ttr!)l·.'-1 01~ :t•o. .. ..,s:-.. t.,I.,rl·i , ... ,fl .. tl1c ·l~nt·tcl~ :f..n tl1e {!I1Cl03Cd ~... I J ... ~ ·~J ; t ~ ~~ .~ "' .._, ......... .... .... ... ~ ... ~ ,..,. .... ( ,.., ..... _.._ ~, _.. - .-., • ~ .o . .. I 

1..-::ttm:·. ;;-i::::Ch!~r-Gnlnti :::;ht"mld .not be i.ntervic:woa w:.r.thout 
p!':'.o:~.:· Bu:t·r:~n nt:cthority; h~)~.'·:?vcr, in the c~;~;;:nt he ·emYtnc.ts y0u1: 
n.f:f:i.(~':.,, any ii'!:Lor;:m t.ion o£fcri.2!d :Bhould be rwccpted and furnished 
to ·~~~f.: Su1·e~m. 

.Znc lesur·cs 2 
' 

i. ~. ::\. 

C~-J':.W,A : ~1"1{ · . _T.~.~ docum~nt is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissemi-
c-, ( '~) ! '!·flatwn c.·~!:~:.:;~ ;_;o~~~ Committee. Its v.se is N'"!'ited to official proceedings by 
w your q~m...... e a:d the content may not be d~sclosed to unautho1'ized person-

' N m !5 iYI'E: nel w~tiWUt the express approval of the FBI • 

/
C! 1.4) "7[ ~ :!.: :... ~ ..... 
"'f ' 0 I"' ~ ~aldon 

'!'he enclosed letter vms furnished by 1\'Ir •.• !ames L. 
Jr. of the De artment. Bufiles disclose that at one 

' -
C•h:'Jn __ _ 

~1.."-'ach ----
chr. ___ _ 

::.-.~~---
'!SjJ-to: __ _ 

t:!bhcm __ 

h copy of the enclosed 
Subject is a.u.s. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1"'"'!"11_n_e~:.t.'!"'r~l-.t~h-l~--~~p~a~s~"""'"'--'n C:!:echas 1 ovald.a and 
in Russia. There is no information in the enclosed letter which 
would indicate thnt the Bureau should make any inquiries concern
i:!.!:g subject. Bufiles contain no informa-tion which would 
indicate that subject could be involuntarily leaving the U.S. 
as indicated in the enclosed ·letter. 

7 
u APR 17 1969 
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~~.'-l!V~r~SlTY OF COLOfx/\00 

lp,. SOL'LD<::i,' , COLOHP.DO 80302 

...... "" .. ~-~ .. ~·I April 7,1969 
•••' ....... \. ; .. : 

'' 

..· •,, . 

·~ . 

"-' 

:·. -~ 

< 

. ·~· -· '> ·, --......,. 
\ )\ I·, v 

I ' 

Err Hathan T3. Lenvin, Chief 
Fofcign Agents Registration Section 
Del;::.~rtl~lGnt of Justice ... l . . . 
i'iasm.ngton~ D.C. 

l 
' . I 

l, __ t.,... -,.!_ T.-....,..., ..... .: ...... .,. 
J.JCC', r- r:.!. o JJv!~\'.U.lo 

I. should lik·~ to cc;l.J.J. to your attention the fact that one 
of ~ur colleagues here, Professor Tho~as Riha, disappeared 
mysteriously three weeks ago, Hiba, a native of Czecho
slo~&.~,<:ia but l:taturalizeC citizen of·the United States, has 
bcc1~ in this count:c;y for over 20 years. He Has ed.ucated 
in the Unite ,.", Sta, tes and has tau{:,ilt at t.Le l.iniverdi ty · of' 

I 

Chicago before; joining t!1e facul t;y of the Uni vers:i. t:,r of 
Colorado in 1967. 

I am c<::;,Ll.ing t."t:eso 6.ot2.:i ls to your .s. );~ern;ion l)ec<:wse 
b.ccording to inforr::ation E!<?.de available by tbe norainistrc~tion 
of the University of C olora.do 1 }~ ihc::J.. has dec icleci. to rotu:rn 
to C zec.hsolovc..kia. Iie is allegedly a\·.·a..i ting :pen~:ission from 
Prague in 1-i'El\·i York at this tiGe. 

Shot~lcl 'Ghat be indeed the co.se, there is evidence to c:.ssume 
that his action is not voluntary. Koreover~ certain actions 
talcen b;:.r the adruinistration r:.ay actually contribute to his 
appc~ront O.scision. In c:.ny event, it is incuwbent upon me 
to notify you of these events to 1~revent either the involunt
ary·return to Czechoslovakia of an American specialist on 
Lussian aff2.irs or the volmJ.tary 11 professional suicide 11 

that he may coruuit under trying circumstances . 

I am confidei.1t that the Depart·men t of Justice will vran t to 
look into these matters v.'hile there is time. \ht~h kind 
regards, 
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Reporting Office 
~~l~f'!i(~II~ 

Of!" ice of Origin , .• ·0 '" - · "' l>£i'Cc b " '- • Invest1~ative Period 

v · BosTon AUG 3 119~0 6/6-8/11/60 
I 

BOSTON \ I 
t 

I 
Tiil.E OF CASE ... X Report "ade by Typed By: 

.ORANG ED I .c."' t. DANIEL J. GRIFFIN bs. ~ 

I 
THQlliAS .RIBAs- aka Thomas Andre-vr CHARACTER OF CASE 
Charles' n iha. ... 

-I 
~ 

"SUVIET If.:""TELLIGENCE SERVICES - IS - R 
RECRUIT¥1E11T OF STUDENTS 

. ' .. y•~Y~&X 
I 
I ~ .. The title or this case is being marked changGd to 

set forth the subject r s true nar11e before it i-tas legally changed -r.:> 
~ , . .-- at the time of his naturalization to THOY1AS R~BA. }/-~/--·/ 

r . r 
' REFERENCE: \'i.FO letter to Bureau dated April 5, 1960; Bulet to· 

Bosi'On dated day 2.5, 1960; Bulet to vlFO dated l·1ay 12, 1960, 
all captioned nsoviet Intelligence Services - Recruitment of 
Students, IS - Ru; Boston letter to Bu.reau dated June 30, 1960~ 
entitled nTHOHAS RIH.A, IS - R.u 

- c ... 
AD1-1INISTRA.T IVE 

RIHA advised that he received a very short briefj~g 
by the CIA L~ Vienna, Austria, before going to Russia and he . 
has never been contacted subsequently by CIA. 

The Bureauts jurisdiction and responsibilities in the 
field of internal security and esptonage was explained to RIHA ,;-· 
and he tated he 1-1ould cooperate in every possible uay. 

·' 

--- ") , _,' ... - Bureau (Rl>i) 

Special Agent 
in Charge 

Do not write in spaces below 

/ ' . - 7 (11 _·:' .. : -- . .c-/ - 3 - J ivlCT .. 30 

. 
I 
! 
I 
I 

I 
I 
l 
i 
! 
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established source, was 

contacted by SA DANIEL J o GRIFFIN on June 16, 1960o 

Captain MATTHEW J$ TOAlri, Harvard University Poli .e 
Department, established so~.wc~ was contacted by SA DANIEL J. 
GRIFlriN on Jv.ne 16, 1960. 

·This report is being classified com~IDENTIAL as it 
discloses the Bureauis investigative interest in the East 

·west Exchange Program which could be detrimental to the defense 
interest of the,na.tion. 

RIHA has ~ccepted a £OSition as Professor at Chicago 
Un i v er s i .fi, .... 9li.fugo :.:::::J::LI.~n.QJ§..,,' anCiin-tilfs "'po s r-cron'wiY1'T1av·e~~ 
no :r.~n to institute oon::;act with the Sc•;iets. RIHA stated 
that since his study in Moscow, Russia, the Soviets have not 
contacted him. It is not believed at this ttme that RIF~ 
possesses any double agent potential or that he should be 
considered as a PSI. 

One copy of this report is being furnis.hed Washington 
Field &~d New York Offices as per instructions in referenced 
·Bulet dated April 5, 1960. 

One copy of this report is being designated for Chicago 

.\ 

.· 

as subject will reside and work in that ffi~ea. 
1 

The Boston indices reflect in the report of SA (A) I 
RUSSELL J. PARDEE entitled nczechoslovakian Funds, Boston I 
Division, IS - R & CZ, n dated March 31, 1958, that the subject I 
on Februe.ry 27, 1958~ sent $50 through the #ltl1t;. .______ I 

, Cambridge, Massachusetts, to LUDMILA CERVENA and also in the report "-=> 

of SA (A) RUSSELL J. PARDEE dated April 30, 1958, entitled 1 
nczechoslovakian Funds, Boston Division, IS - R & CZ, u that 
subject during March 1958 sent $50 to the same individual in 
Czechoslovakia. During the intervie'tv of RIHA, he stated that 
this money was sent to his sister prior to his visit to 
Czechoslovakia to be used by him if he needed it and if not, 
he would leave it with his sister. 

COVER PAGE ........ . .... 

. , ,. ·•• I 
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Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

UNl 'fED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

DANIEL J .. GRIFFIN Boston, Massachusetts 

AUG 3·{ 1960 
Boston 105-.5289 

Office: 

Field Office File fl.: THOMAS RIHA Bureau File if.: 

Title: 

Character: 

SOVIET INTELLIGENCE SERVICES 
RECRUITMENT OF STUDENTS 

INTERNAL SECURITY ... R 

Sy~M~ject·attended Moscow University 1958-1959 as an exchange 
svudento Interview of subject set forth concerning his 
activities while in Czechoslovakia and Moscow, Russia. 

- c -

., 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to 
your agency; It· and Its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency • 
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DETAILS: 

On June 16, 1960,~1ss GENEVIEVE BOSTWICK, Graduate 
School of Arts and Science~Harvard University, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, advised subject resides at ll Dana Street, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. H1s record reveaJ.ed he was born 
April 17, 1929, in Czechoslovakia. His -home address vras listed 
as 5085 Rockledge Drive, Riverside, Culifornl.a. Re received an 
A. B. Degree from the University of Ce.lifornta in 19)1 and an 
A•'· M.~ Degree from the sa:.rne university in 1957. At Harvard he 
is majoring in history and attended 195.7-195'8 for a half year
and took one half his course. in history in J.959-J.960s He was 
granted a leave of absence for the Fall Term 1958-1959o His 
record reveala. the.t he has ps.ssed his gener-e.~: examination 
January 30, 1960, in order to proceed tor hJ.s Ph .. D. flE~gree ... 
The pkrson listed ·t;o contact in cP.se of. accic1,.ent r,;rs.s 11rs. 
R)JTj"\COOK,. Cha.ffo<> School, Windsor, Ccr.nectl.~t. __ --

Captain MATTBE\•1 J. TOAHY, Harvard University Police 
Department, advised on June 16, 1960, that his files contain no 
information concerning TROMP~ RIHA, which would ind!cate that no 
corrmlaints had been registered a.P-:ainst him durinlZ his attendance 
at Harvard. - ~ - · 

On June 6, 1960, personnel, Office of ·the Massachusetts 
Con~issioner of Probation, Suffolk County Courthouse, Boston, 
Massachusetts, which is a central repository for all criminal 
conviction records in the Commonwealth of r-Iassachusetts, advised 
they could locate no record in their files identifiable with 
THOI'1.!\S RIHA. 

_ On June 6, 1960, personnel, Credit Bureau of Greater 
Boston, Inc., 11 Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts, advised 
they could locate no record concerning subject THOMAS RIHA. 

- 2 ... 
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F'·0-302 (Re,:t• 1-25-60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF JNVESTIG .N e . 
D 

August 
ate . 

19, 1960 

THOMAS RIHA, 11 Dana Street, Cambridge, Hassachusetts, 
furnished the following information: 

, 

He was born in Czechoslovakia April 17, 1929. He 
stated that his father VIKTOR RillA died September 1958 and was 
previously divorced from his mother 1~s. RUTH COOK, who presently 
res ides at Chaf.fe~ School, ~lindsor, Conn.ect tout. He sts.ted he 
.graduated t:..•om high school in Prague, Czechoslo..,,akia, in 1946 
and went to England v1here he attended the Czechoslovakian College 
from 1946-1947. He then came to the United States in 1947 and 
attended the University of California at Berkeley 1947-1953 as 
en undergraduate and graduate student. ~mile residing 1n Berkeley, 
California~ RIHA stated he vras naturalized a United States citizen 
in Oakland, California, December 19, 1952, at which time he legally 
changed his name from THor-lAS A'N"DREitJ CHARLES RIHA to THOMAS RIF...Ao 
He then entered £olumbia University in· 1953 and attended one 
semester when ne~s drafted into the United States Army and served 
from 1953 to 1955. He was stationed for five months at Fort Dix, · 
New Jersey, and the- rest of' his tirae was spent at Fort Bragg, North 
Cru:•olina. He received an honorable discharge in December 1955 as 
a Specialist 3rd Class~ 

RIHA stated that after his discharge from the United 
States Army, h9 returned to Columbia University for a short period 
and 'Chen returned to the University of Calif-ornia. at Berkeley where 
he received his Masterts Degree in August 1957. RIB~ in the Fall 
of 1957 entered Harvard University, Cambridge~ Massachusetts, to 
t-1ork for his Ph. D. Degree. He said he received a leave of 

/
absence from June 1958 to September 1959 to study at Moscow 
University, USSR. In September 1959 he returned to Harvard and 
will remain there until September 1960 when he will receive his 
Ph. D., Degree. RIF~ stated that he has accepted a position 
as Professor at Chicago University, Chicago, Illinois, and will 
assume his duties September 7, 1960. His address in Chicago 
~ill be 6007 Woodlawn Avenue, Chicago 37, Illinois. 

RIHA stated that on J~~e 15, 1958, he left the United 
States to attend Moscow Untversityt USSR, for one year. He 

·arrived in Parl.s, Fra.'Ylce, June 21, 1958, and proceeded to 
Czechoslovakia to visit his father VIKTOR RIHA, 44 Rimsha 
Street, Prague 12, Czechoslovakia, \fho Has an attorney until 
his dea.th in September 19.58. He also visited his sister LUDMILA 

On S/11/60 at Cambridge, Massachusetts File U BS 105-5289 
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i' l_l• . f ,~ "" 1.-·,l_;;.- . ·.12.1 p:~·ll p ·-: ·. \ ,f /! .. 
~ ~CERvENA -and ·husband 7Jm-ij'CERVENA who he stated has a minor 
~ /1-ciEiricai pos 1 t ion wi~h,~~sqm."e ·1oca1 company in Prague. He also 

I
~· visited his uncle J~RIHA {retired) in Rou~ice, C,_!ecL:o~~.?.Y.~:~ .......... , ........ , 

RIHA stated that wnen he arrived in Prague he was 
assigned to stay at the Flora Hotel by the Ho~ng Bureau for 

! Foreigners operated by the Czechoslovakian Gover1unent. He 
: remained there for seven days before going to see his father 
~ and sister. 
i 
,I 
:t 
l 

·i 
I 
'I 

, RIHA stated that while he was visiting with1his father~ 
; a Cze.choslovakian man who identified himself as KARE~YCERPA from 
, the Visa Department of the Czechoslovakiari Governmen~' and asked , 
! to look at RIHA's visa on the pretext that it was not in order. 

' ' 
1 RIHA stated that after a revieH of his visa, everything 'lilas found 
! to be in o:rder then CBRPA asked RIHA his impressions of .WJili.o..s~~~ 

and offered to take h~ on a sightseeLig trip which RIHA refused. 
According to RIHA, CHRPA appeared at his father's home with his 
aut-omobile several times during his stay and would t-re.it outside 

I: 

or just down the street for RIHA to come out and then would offe~ 
to take RIHA Hherever he t-Tas goinp:. RIHA stated he 1-rou1-o. ~i'l'-t~y~ 
rei'use.. RIHA advised that CHRPA never asked him to do anything 
of an intelligence natu~e and it appeared to RIHA that .CRRPA 

1 was t :rytng to make a good will ambassador out of him .... ·1: for 
~ Czechoslovakia. 

RIHA stated he left Prague July 12, 1958, and spent the 
rest of the summer in Paris, France. His address in Paris was 
Francis' I, 23 Rae-de conde, Paris 6, France. 

l .RIHA stated he received a picture postcard from CHRPA 
lwhile in Paris; however, he was never contacted by anyone while 
fin Paris and has never seen CERPA again. 
$ 

RIK~ stated that he left Paris September 7, ·1958, for 
Vienna, Austria, where he stayed for approximately three or four 
days and then departed by plane f'or Helsinki, Finland, and 
Copenhe.gen9 Denmark, where he stayed approximately three t..reeks 
and then entere~ the USSR at Vyborg, Russia, September 27, 1958. 1 

- 4 -
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RIHA stated that while in Hels tt1ki he met MARKI'MANCALL, 
a Harv~d University student, now in ;rana.n..!.. .. RIHA stated. that 

MANCALL was with him on his trip to Moscow; however, MANCALL left 
him at Leningrad and he proceeded to Moscowi . 

. ~ 

RIHA stated tha]r~on his arrival ~t Moscow University 
he was met. by Dr o BORIS yl\ NIKIFOROV, l1o.s.c.o.l-L.State University. 
historian, whomRIHA st~ed "he was to confer vTith on matters of 
policy that might come up during his stay at the university. 
Approximately ten days after-~is arrival RIHA state~ he met his 
advisor, EVGENII DEMimJttEVL'G},fpHERHENSKI, ~-q;f_es~_pr of Histo:cy ...... _ 
RIBA said that these two m,eh' are the only faculty members he 
had any contact 1<1ith while at the university. According to 
RIEA, his advisor invited him to his home once and that this was · 
the only social contact he had with him, and had a.psolut.e1y. ho 1 r. 
~ocial contac·li with NIKTI'OROV • . . -~j__ / · , / ,- r {i /' ,. · 

., ... --~-~-.....--'l''"""""'~r... ... ~ .. - ... ..... ~ ..... ·~-.~- .. - ' l 

.J1-1:HA stated that his travelling companion around Moscow ... ... ·· · 
was DAVJXV1MAC KENZIE, a student from Columbia University, now at 
Princeton,: University. _. , . 1 ~ c.~-, ....... ))'-; -~· 

. ,;/ ... ~ -~~ - ·' ..---, ./ 
RIHA said ~bat while he ~-was in the university _library 

1~ Moscow one day, ~'Soviet friend and student casually introduced 
im to a Mr. IURIP.'MIKHALKOV who told him he worked for the 

. International Contrnerce. RIHA said he 1-ras very suspicious of this 
. man as he had plenty of money and a car. MIKHALKOV invited RIHA 

to dinner which RIHA accepted. According to RIHA, MIKHALKOV hired 
a private room in a very expensive and exclusive hotel to have 
dinner. RIHA said he -vras suspicious of him because of his wealth 
and therefore neve1 .. warmed up to MIKHALKOV durlng this visito 
RIHA stated that their conversation was very general and that 
MIKHALKOV made no requests of htm whatsoever. RIHA stated that 
this was the last time he saw MIKHALKOU.. 

j 

RIHA advised thai:; while doing research vrprk in the Len.ilt 
Library in MoscovT, he met; a girl employee NATASIV\A''MEYER whom he . __ ... :- · ----=--:--
dated from Novemb~r to December 1958 until she t6]d him not to -~----
see her again because if she continued to see him she would be 
expelled from her. position. 

J- RIHA stated in March 1958 he met -anpthe'r girl__L.Aa:ISSA ........ ~ .. . 
l~-· KUCHBERIA through an American student WALTER A-CLEMENS of Columbia. 

: \ 111/( ~ ·~ 1 \ Jfj-J 7; t''/" L 1 ' '1] · 
• \ IIF.1 1 . / ", \ I ~" {1 ~ 1 ~- ,' : ,, ~~ --_,. .flllf:!J ~·· 1. ::.;; ~ . · ~~ , H ~il>l _ . ·. :,/ 

~ • .. h . ' ,., '\.• -1 ~r 'l ...,. -~ 

- 5 ... 
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I 
University who previously dated this girl until he left Russia 
tn March 1958.. RIHA stated that he dated KUCHBERIA from March 
until he lert Russia. RIHA said that he was suspicious of 
LARISSA KUCHBERIA and therefore was very cautious in his 
relati.ons vlith her. However, KUCHBERIA never made any requests· 
of hi111 to do· anything of an intelligence naturae Hott-rever, J::le 

I said she constantly praised Czechoslovakia and pointed out its 
advantages and attempted to L~terest RIHA in returning to his 
native country. RIHA told her many times he had no desire to 
return to Czechoslovakia. 

RIHA said that he has never heard from the two girls 
he dated nor has he corresponded with them. 

RIHA left Odessa by boat and after travelling to various 
i countries in Europe, he departed from Paris, France, on Atg ust 20, 

1959, and arrived in the United States August 26, 1959. RIHA· 
' stated ·chat due to his being born in Czechc.slovakia he was a\vare 
l that attempts might be made on the part of effie ials o.f the 

Soviet and Czechoslovakian Governments to attempt to induce 
·htm to return or stay in Czechoslovakia and therefore he was 

al.e:Pt t() ttecogn:tze sn:y sucn ~ttempts.,. 

1 
He related that since his return to the United States 

jhe has never been contacted in any manner whatsoever by a 
:soviet or Czechoslovakian Government representative. He stated 
· that if such a contf;lct is ever made, he vrould immediately contact 
the FBI. 

RIHA stated that he was proud o:r his American citizen
ship and has no desire to return to his homeland for permanent 
residence. 

The following is a description o:r the subject as 
obtained from interview and observation: 

NW 5510!:1 

Sex: 
Race: 
Re~ght: 
Weight: 
Eyes: 
Hair: 
Complexion: 
Marital Status: 
Date o:f' Birth: 

Male 
White 
528fl 
148 pounds ··· 
Bro11-1n . 
Black 
Meditun 
Single 
April 179 1929~ 
Czechoslovakia 

, ... ·~t~f-iDEi\JTLl~l 
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(F~~- 4--26;6~) • A • DEPARTMENT OF ]US1"ICE 
- C- t:'"NlTED STATES c~. ~:t~MENT 
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TO Director, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation 

J .• Walter Yeagley 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

DATE: 

Sl.i13JECT: Correspondence da·ted J\.pril 7 
1 

1969 I 
from Professor Stephen Fischer-Galati 
re: Professor Thomas Riha 

This is in further reference to our referral 
of the captioned letter to you on April 9, 1969. 

~ am transmitting herewith a copy of our 
reply in this matter for your information. 

Enclosure 

. . e to 1 our reauest and is not for d_issemi-
Th,; .. document is p1·epared ~n 1'espol1'l8t ~ z,:m,;+. ,-1, to offi nfg} p·roceedtngs by ""' c mztfee s use z., · · •· · · • · d n-nation ou.tsitlq 1fOU1' onz • :, y n. ot b" disclosed to z~nautlwnze perso · . ·~: ~ nd the contenc. ma1 "' 
-~~yrw?t~;r:~~t-th! ~xpress g,pp1·oval of the FBI • 

,:) .. 'C Lt-3 ~t. . ~ 

i-" .• ·t,' q 0 ]/ 0 J---=- !l- ~~ -~-
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J:ro:Ecs5or .Stephen Fischer-Galati 
D"e:;)artmr-,nt o:C n is tory 
University of Colorad~ 
Bouldar, Colorado 80302 

Dear Professor Fischer-Galat.i: 

I ha.ve you.r letter dated _z,·:::>ril 7, 1969, reqn.rding 
your conc·?rn over Pro:Ccssor Tho;nas H.ihfl... This is to 
navlse you t11~t your letter has bccm directed to the 
ap.:.)ropriat.e qovern.i1!ent.al aut'horit:i.cso 

Since your letter "t·Tas G.ddrcs!;;ed to J:.ir .. Hathan B o 

Lenvin, I t.hou~h·c you mny be int.cr~'sted in 1u""lo•,Jing 
und S<:lddC".::ncd t.o le~.rn th~t. Nr .. LC"nvin died lr:u3·t. 
Oc·cobar 25the 

Your interest in v1ri ting to us is c.ppreciated. 

Sincerely, 

J • h'lJ ... TER ~"EJ-,.GLgy 
?'ss istant ~:.ttorncy General 
Internal Security Division 

By: 

J ~.M:83 L • 1:'VEI.-DOH J JR. 
Chief, Registratj_on .Section 

I .' 
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BJECT: 

L~ i .... ,. .. ,J 
t,)P'riOr.tAt fORM NO. tO "- f 5010-IOb 

MA'f 196l tOUlON .....,_, -·· GSA GfN', UC. "f,O. 27 

IJNITE.D STATES GO\:l~1~>•· 1E~~T 

M errzorandztJn 
Mr. D. J. Brennan, 

s. J. Papichr;f 

,// 
THOT\lA. S 'R'IHA 

DATE: 

,. 

I111'ERNAL SECURITY - CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

JFK Act 6 (l)(B) 

April 16, 1969 

The subject has not \left .the United States. The 

Tolson __ _ 

DeLoach-
Mohr--
Ell•h•'l> ---Casper __ _ 

Callo~.o~--
Conrod __ _ 

felt---
Gale----
Rosen __ _ 

Sull!va~ ---
Ta\·el __ _ 
Trotter __ _ 

Tete. Roo::-. --
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy __ _ 

story or rumor indicating that\ he m~.y have gone to Czechoslovakia 
is without foundation. Riha has been having di.fficul ties ·from 
his wife, and he /recently "ran \away froru her." '--~ 

~...-_ _,!has also received\.in:formation indicating that 
the university newspaper at the \University oct: Colorado ,..,.ill 
be printing an article concernin~ the sub·c t will ~efer 
to him as an undercover agent of 

-~~~~~~~~~r-~ subject very definitely is not being utilized in any 
capacity. 

ACTION: 

The above information is being directed to the 
attention of the Research-Satellite Section. 

1 
1 
1 

A. W. Gray (Vizas) 
Liaison 
s. J. Papich 

.~/ 
SJP :clb · . .'· \: 

(4) . • 

/j . . (. ; 
~ /' ./;" . l' 

/ /' ...... /.>--~ 
..,..: ... ::} .. , ~'"l ..:~ .. - : ~ .. /r-:-r ' "'~ 
~.J •,•~ D ~ 't:~ / ~ / • 
Hl..!J l u , n 
. - r;PR 21 i9oJ 

·~t~ 

~<.Jti : i n1 ') 
-.-;-Jil;;J, 

I ,: ·<~? ..... f 
I I ,· V' " ,__;_

Tlii.~ · document is prepare~ in response to yo?tr request a?zd is no~~ disf:',lMt:;_• 
naT.im? ovtr•~1(l 1!0111' G01nmit.tee. It.~ use is l'i.raited to of..C~";ct 1 r;:·o 'fCfrb"{;''by 
yowr Gommi·'··e a'lrl the content may no't be disclosed to u:.a:diw,·;·,ed person-
nel withont the express approva~ of the F Bl • 
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7"'"'.C7IAS P..DfA 
IS - CZ 

RoDulet 4-lG-69. 

1 - llrQ Ge Uo Abernathy 
4-18-.. 69 

On 4-15-GQ CIA rC7i~ed throu3h liaioon th~t the 
oubj(~ct had not left tLo United GtBtcoo Pcco:~din~ to CIA, 
nu~jcct hn3 b03n hnvin~ di~ficulties with hie wiic nnd ho 
recently n;~an :::-vmy f:;:·on l1or." 'l·:w cto~y ox• :r.~m:!O:r' inc.U.cn·i.:ing 
tl:c ~:.H;bje:ct may hf:.ve gone ·;;o Czechoslovakia ir.J without 
fom·J·.in tion .. 

CIA h~s :llf.:;o ~.:ecoived info:t"l?"J.&tion inC..i.cating that 
the U::.livcn:·si ty nm~·:.:;::-~!nJr ut the nnivcrsi ty of Co:torado \7:0.1. 
be r>~tntin~ c,n .::1"'-t:'.cle concorn:i.nr; th:is ~:mi:-jec·~ r~nd t7ill rc:'~f..:l .. 
tc h:~l.'- ~:.<.> an uu~~(n;covor ::gent o:t: CIAo CIA lt<'S ~td.vioed th::~t 
tho euuject is not boing utilized by CIA in any capaci·::y. 

li.j1;{ pori:::lnent inforaation received cor.!cex·ning th5.o 
r:l9. ttc-r nhould t:e :i?m.:-r·nrdod to th~ r:::.n·cau by Ll:;.,t and no investi ... 
r;~tiol~ n~ed he co!"lciuctod by you~:· ofiice o 

GWA :l1:1g 
{4) 

NOTE: 

Subject is a professor at the University of Coloradoo 
The Departr.1ent received a letter dated 4-7-G9 \'lhich stated the 
subject di::mppeared t1ysteriousJ.y three weelts agoo The writer 
of the letter \~2s concerned that subject r.1ight be involunte.rily 
leaving the United States for Czechoslovaltiao The above is 
being furnished Denver fo:r its inforr1ation .. 
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FROM: SAC, CHIQAGO (105-8544) 
l 

SUBJECT: THO?JAs·~·RIILt:.., aka 
IS - CZ 

,. Enclosed for Denver is a copy of Boston repcr t 
elated August 31, 1960, captior.ed·, 11 TH0:.:1AS RIB.A, aka 
THm.IAS ANDREW CHARLES RH·l.-\ - Soviet Intelligence Services 
Recrui tma"nt of Stud"":o,ts; IS - R." 
. ~ )!cG. 76& , .. V..J . 

:Souf(c 6 . who has furnished reliable information 
in the past~ furnished the following information to 
SA GEORGE M6 WOODLEY on Septe-mber 15, 1969. According 
to the source it is rumored among the Czechs at the 
University of Chicago (UC) thr.t TI-TOT,HS RIP'..A, a Professor 
at the University of Colorado, ~older, Colorado, was 
11 ei ther kidnapped by tlm Russians, or picked up by 
CIA or the FBI. rr · 

· RIHA entered the United States in 1947 as a 
sttldent and has been in the United States since that 

· except for a period of one year (1958-1959) when he 
studied at the University of Moscow, Moscow, Russia. 

time, 

. Some time in 1968, he headed~ group of college 
professors on a tour of the Soviet Union~ In the group 
was one ANNA IHWSKA, a Czech girl, whom he married in 
Bolder, Colorado,·after returning to the United States 
'from this trip. The source docs not know if ANNA H.RUSKA. 
is an American citizen, an exchange student from Czecho
slovakia or any background info1·ma tion concerning her. 

~)_ ~~~ fJ~ i -~~-·-~·· -.. ~;7"~:- __ _.. 
Bureau (lHI) ··--.. 

2 Denver (Encl. 1) (Rl.l) r; SfP ~~~z 1369. 
1 
2 

WFO (Info)(RM) - ~ /) 
- Chicago - ·. ~ -J. .• ./.u .... "'"''".:"!«. ... -=~ 

(1 - 134-2309) . ~~ •, .. .:-: / .J,_ . ) 

I 
i 

A ' L ., ! 
I~ .. 

/
'/ i 
' . ; ,.· .... 

I/: 
f v' 

G\!lif/ 1tl'lb · 4Y'" '- /. _:. ·-'·"~,..\ · •·. 
( 17 ) . ' . ; . . i .. .-• . i 

TM~ domi/YI?.P;nf. i.s ~w"P'"""c! ~'Yl q·ggponsg to your_ 9:_eqitetSt: ti;,cel i., not fvr· d2ssemt
!~W]:JRn 01!h-:l~ ?:our Commz~tee. Its ?£se z6 -hnnted to '(}._£fif;jp-l rwoceerlings by 

~\.J\} ~ t;iJJ1Jlr q~mm:~'".,.·'e and the content "'nay not be' disclosed to unaU:t;~o1·ized perscn't-____ " L~; wttnout the expr~(LP'J>rova! of the FJU. Per--------
SpC>cial A¢.dnt in Charge 

, NW .;i~~I?-'L....E2f!. l.d: 32989553 Page 166 
t•- I. 

... 
·t 

• 
J 
J 
j 
'i 
,j 
,, .. 

~· .. 
• . 

i 

~ 
t 
1 
t 

I 
t 
I 
I 

I 
j 
; 
\ 
' 

1 
! 
f 
! 

! 
• 
l 
I 

I 
! 
i 
f 
l 
l 
a 
f 

i 



... 

NW 55100 
L.___ 

; 

CG 105-8544 

R!.HA stud).ed at lin.rvard University, worked 
at the University of Chicngo from 1960 - l966, and 
then went to the University of Colorado, Bolder, 
Colorado, in the Fall of 1966, where he presently has 
a teaching contract. 

It is :t•urnored that RIH.tl. recently divorced 
ANNA HRUSHA and dis2.ppeared from the University and 
his apartment, leaving behind his clothe~ and 
furniture. 

According to the source, the University of 
Colorado is unhappy with Rii~ for walking out on his 
teaching contract and has been attempting ito locate 
him without success. · 

The files of the Chicago Office, in addition 
to the.-enclosed Boston report, contains a Department of 
State .Form (Request for Security Information), which is 
dated 2/5/63 ~ This form shuws that Professor RI!il\. was 
proposed for academic exchange with Czechoslovakia by 
the Inter-University Commi ttec on ':"Cravcl Grants, 
University of Indiana, Bloomington, Indiana. At that 
time, he was ass.istant professo_r of Mode1·n Russian and 
European History at the University o:f Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. He resided at 6007 South.Woodlawn 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. He was born April 17, 1929, 
in Prague, Czechoslovakia. It is not known whether or 
not RIHA was accepted for this programo 

In addition to tho above, the Chicago files 
contain a Department of State Form (Visa Action Request) 
on he half o.f . JARMILA ZAKOVA, nee CERVENA, born 4/14/37, in 
Prague, Czechoslovakia. She was employed as a clerk 
by the Film and Television Academy, Prague ancl desired 
to visit her uncle, TH011AS RIHA, 5801 South Dorchester 
Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, for a period of two months 

·in August, 1966 • . J;t is bel:i.eved that this 'l'IIOl.tliS fi.IHA 
is identical with the subject because the Dorchester 
address is in close proximity to the UC. 

- 2 -
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LEADS 

DENVER 

A'r m::J:N~~R. COLO:JADO.. Check indices and 
conduct·. cre.ct1-11"':"·'Uila cri:.i1:U:.-a-on subject and ANNA llil.USKA. 

Contact sources in the Czech community 
for any informaticin they may have regarding the 
disappearance of THO?.!AS RHIA. 

Check marriage and divorce records regar~ing 
.. 'THOI;lt\S RIHA and ANNA HRUSKA. 

'CHICAGO 
. I 

AT CHIC.t.\.GO, ILLINOIS. Will maintaiil contact 
wi tl.L .StH'If'-6 --i·sgara~ng 'the above rna tter" 

... tee G. 7"') .. iJ · 
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SitC, Chiea~o 

Director, FBI 

'A:'I!O~J..:\S ~ .IHA 
IS ... c;.:; 

1 - lir. J. Wo Redfield 

S/22/69 

-

l;;l] .. CSS D,("i.(~7.:'CiC:l1~t1 r:c::. ... i.:in.Ont :tY1:::o::·l~lU1;iOn ifJ Cl·3\T(~J .. G"'}8"(.~ t 
l10 :tr:~,.~~~rti~;~·~:~.!:l~1 r· .. ocd l::B CC•!1~1t:.c--i:c·d b~r ~l(;~\2~ o.:(:t:tcoso I;: ::~GC:~it::i.()ll~l 
s~c~·ti ... lt: .. ~;:t·G :!..:1·:::::·::o..tit;;..1 is :~G-cc~:t~ ... ·::~l co:jC0i .. ':Cir:1 ·t!1:i .. s l:!a·t·t~~:;~, :t·t 
~~~:c~t!lG ~J:J :~:~;.::.~:1:is~1cd ·tc) tl::-~ D:..1.~·~~rr! :i.i.l a ~Lcirr.1 su:=r--t:at>lc for 
clj.~~sL-:."1~::.a t :lo:l c 

... .,.. D 

Thilf docum.~nt is prepa?·ed ~n response to your request and is not for dissem~...__ 
natw11 o••f ~'. ~7 :' •·oo•r, Cornrn1Jt_ee. J-!:g use is limited. to offida.~ p·roeecdi~~gs by 
yc·ur q~m,p · .· a-u; th,., content 1nay not be disclosed to u.nautlw~·:zed "Jer·son-

-.nol w~t~wut the express app1·oval of the FBI • 1 
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oi1rtONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY le<IZ EOITION a 
GSA FPMR (<I CFR) 101•11.6 -

.~ U.NITED STATES GO' tNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO :DIRECTOR, FBI (105-78256) 

FROM ~NVER (l05-lt·l5l) 
. rrt} t) 

• 
DATE: 

12/11/69 

SUBJECT: THOI'-1AS ·-RIHA 
&}; ·Ts ··:::·-cz· · - · 

j\ 

L_ 

'• ~, !1 
I "' ReBulet 4/18/69. /f!"'D \;J( · 

There is attacked a letter dated 12/5/69, 
signed by Mrs. RUTH ANN/fOOK concerning this subject. 
Mrs. COOK indicates in this letter that the subject 
is her son and it would appear from the .envelope that 
the letter was possibly mailed in Switz2rland. 

In accordance Hith ReBulet this letter is 
being forwarded to the Bureau. No reply has been made 
to the letter by the Denver Office. 

{ 
'--· 
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TO 

1~ • . ' " ~· .. 

. 
I 

SUI"~ neT: 

: 

\ 

\. 
I 
l 

J 

'lL, • 

-:-; . ·:.-.. "' ) . ~ ' 
h 'h t . :. ~ · ~· 

• ' 'J' I I'.~ ;" - 1Ul · 1 t 6 It- ... ' 

c·,•.: 1 rn STATES (·· ..... h~.RKMENT .. 

1\~ / i .. I)'Yvt or~' i ll/')d111/on 
VJ:.. vlf~ v.,~l~ vvll 

, ...... "' 
:J .. ,.,, ' 

'"':: :~1 : ::'.:; 1\IEA, a:(a. 
IS - CZ 

:~c 3t;.reau RS dated 12/19/63 • 

DATE: 
1?./2!3/63 

.:_. nclo.s c d herc\d th is u 1ctt:cr of acknm·7lcdr;cr-!cnt 
-::o r:u~>j ect Is !•~o-c:hcr Ers. RUTrr i\:U coo :< ' as 1_)er your r e que .st. 

~n~;o 2nclosed are 5 coni.cs of a LE?'f v1hidl includes 
!·:rc . CC:/:~' s l2 t tcr to the i.J.3nV8r b·;--fic:; of the FEI .:mct 2 

t . ] ~ c' 12/28/,...') ~···t)ea ...... ;Il"" 1 •• 11 ~l.··hn 11 n,,, c'1'\' ""!Y' ne\·n n-... '··.~r o.r' .LC .<"s ua-cc t -- '-'', <-t' - ... .. ,, '"' - • '" 

i:'o~: ·;:·, , :1(:! ·.-:·:; ~; a:):!r pr..rtainin~ to s1;bj ect. 

·' 

{ 
l -·,..,.· 

I 

/ ' -- I 

!3ur·-~au 
D0nvcr 

C.Cncl. 6) cr.;-n 
(1 l05-41Sl) 

RT'"{I ')b" 
i L:u oJ 

(1- 47-3190- Tt,:J ~·1.!::!3.'\U >l) 

.) .... ~ 

.- i 
I I . .' 

' ,' 
LDii/ sj"~ ,v 

( 4 ) ·-;_:_:__ tfliis docu.menritfrrrepr.r,red in 1·esponse to you1· reqvest a11d is not for d~semi
.· . naUon O"'ts·:an ?JO?J,r Commi-!;tee. Its use is li112itr:d;, to .P!Ji -:fal proceedings by 

if't.1, · ~ J your qomr11:i/ : ~e a:.'l.d the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized• person-. 
4~ · ~ ...... _ · ,•f~l. w2thout the express approval of the FBI • 
r ~ ...,4 • ' t- • , ~ 

.j /" '( • 
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UN . I STATES DEPARTME.~T OF., .ICE 

FEDERAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 
18218 Federal Office Building 

Denver, Colorado 80202 
December 29, 1969 

, 

J? u t/" A\~o c1 k 
Hrs. Ruth An~Cook 
Casa Lido - '\ 

13'rissago, Ticino CH-6 614, Switzerland 
. -~ ' 

G e R Nt /)1>1'/ 

Dear Mrs. Cook: 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated December 5, 1969 concerning the disappearance of your 
son Thomas Riha. 

Please be advised that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has no jurisdiction in matters of this nature 
and \ve are not able to conduct an active investiga.tion 
concerning your son's disappearance. 

At your request vle ·will place .a Missing Persons 
Notice with our Identification Division in Washington, DG C. 
If you desire us to do this, please advise. 

Very truly yours, 

I' 

SCOTT J. HERNER 
Special Agent in Charge 

d>- CC Bureau (blind) 

\ 

\ 

... 
•I 

·\ 
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1 

Thitf do_cum~nt is prepared in response to your re u t i . ~ , t 
natwn o•rtm.-7; ?'our Cl)rnraitf;ee Tts u~n i~? z,;,.., ,;t qd,ets avf·f. ~slnot for rhs:wm't- ( 

C . " . 7 • . , . , " • .,.,, e o (l '•cza P1'0"ecc1i g b ( 
nyolur ·t~m1·t~- 'he an:. the content ?na?J n9t be disclosed to ·;;naut 'w;·i~ed. pner$s Y . 

e w~ 1WU -c e express approval of the FBI • . ' on-

jtJS-:_. 7'i::t s G-(J__ Ill 
ENCLOSURE ; 
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ln. Hep(''• Please Refer to 

File 1\'o. 

l•EIJEHAL HUHI-..\.U OF I:\YESTJG.\.TfON 

Denver, Color&do 
December 29, 1969 

' REG 36 

T.HO M!\S Ril~A 
Also Knm·m As 

Thomas .\ndrcr-7 Charles Riha 

On December :.c-, 1969, the Denver Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, D~nver, Colorado, received a 
le·tter fpom .J.rs. lZu·th Ann Cook, Casa Lido, Brissc:1.p;o, Ticino 
CH-66i4, dated December 5, 19-69, u.dd.r.'essec to Hr.·· Scott 
~crner, who is the Special Agent in Char~e of the Denver 
Federal Bureau of Investigation Office. This letter states 
as follmn~: 

11 Dear Sir, 

11.Your n&r!Ie ,::nd address I·Jas given to me by 
"/. '7\n'' 7"'1 ···ry -9-"S L St A-' 302 f1~. w., vl:.:\.'<.Wil OI .Lo • oc,an .r. pc. , 
_R.Q.DY.e.r_. .tte is ·: ;,::;: son· of my s·tcpdau~~1ter and 
'i'Jor"'/in ... ~ at'"' ~--rr~~---=>1'"' at c~nconl.'te !~anuf : h. J tf ,.-. Q ~=-!!:_,:·_··,_;::.. uu. .• ;:;> • • •• -. 

I . ~ 
11 I \J:ei·.:~ you on behalf of r.w son (the 

above you:l'_', T!lan 1 s uncle) Tho!r.as A.. C. ~iha, 
associate nrof3ssor at U. of Colorado, Boulder, 
last of 6th Str. in that city. , 

/, 

11 I just recei vcd to-day a descr·:: )tion of, 
the last encounters of my stepg1..,andsor1 ~vi th my 
son Tho!!las of the first mon"chs of this yea.r. 
As I have been sick ~~i th cancer since 196 8 and 
still am far froc well, I was not told anything 
but that my son after some unplr:! .a!3antncss v.1i th 

~-

an irate uncle .of his bride I:an;:~: Hruskova (~veddine; t ; . . , 
in Oct. 1968 - divorced filc(i in·Jan. l8u-9) had ~·-- f, 

left thG U.S.A. -but was idell and livin?; in Can2d-:: . . _·_· __ r}. 

11 About 10 days 't;o I received a lette:r f_rom 
my brother ?·ir. P. P .·. Kress of Oo.):lcrnd ··that sorae .( / 
foul play \'laS lnVOl V.ed ln my SOn 1 S cllOapt>earance -
namely some woman by t~e name of §alia~~annenbaure __ ..... . 

Th~ doc~~~_?;t is prepared ~n response to:·:?frYU!f 'l_'efJ'IWst and is not for dissem1.":.. • 
nat1on o ,, s1. ~ ?!O•tr C01nm~ttee. Its use 2s hnt+-:d to (l_ff;"ria? proceerlings by 
yo:;,. qor:~1'!; '' 'e and the content mo,y n:Jt b" C:,isclosed to 'l~1iauti£o·rized person-
nel w~thout the express approval of the FBI · 

/ 
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THOi·i:AS :U:-1..:\ 

of 248 Losan, Denver, ~10 prolai~s to be a general 
in ArJay Intelligence, Hho had- for~ed poHers of 
attorney and chac)(S and r;o·tten hold of all the . 
belonginss of my son - Hho Has not i'n Canada -
nobody knows where he is and that the police in 
Bould:::n" and Denver '.-iill not give any i.1formation 
about :·dr1 ·to his friends or la~?ycr or the above 
mentioned :·lr. Ce:-:->v:;::!y. It anl)ears from my br'ot11er r s 
letter that thls :·lrs. Galia . ~L'annenbaum is curren·tlv 
free on !:.>ail of a char~c o.!:· ror;;cry of last ~.;ill -
of ::m old r:.an (her friend) \·Jho died· of cyanide 
poisoni!lg. 

11 Dcar Hr. vJerner' I beg of you to tell me Hh.:tt 
I should do to heln mv son - who as the rumour 
80GS - wor~e~ for ~he- CIA of ~1ich I have no 
knoHJ.ed:re and to tell nc-also Hherc he is· or 
tvD.cther he has met foul play &t the hands of this 
l'~rs . Tannenbaum ~-:ho apparen·t ly is vJell armed and 
always carries a gun. 

"All this is J?erfectly dl"'eadful to env:i.sae:e 
for me, I o.ssure you. I an of rcsnecta:O.le middle
class and ncvci' had to do 'i.Jith sin3.lar circumstances. 

11 I i:nolore vou ·to help l'l.e and advise me as ·to 
my son 1 s :·ihereab~mts - and what I should do. 

11 Thank you in advance. 

11 /s/ Ruth A. Cook 11 

The 11 Denver Post 11 nel,Js;:apcr published in DenvGr, 
Colorado, contained·t~ro e.r·ticlcs in the Sunday edition 
Dece£ber 28, 1969 regarding Riha. The first article 
appeared on pao;e 1 and is c2:ptionecl "Silence Shrouds Odd 
Case Of llissin~ CU Profcssor11

• The second article aDoeared 
.on page 3 G &nd -~ i·t is captioned ''Prof. Riha r s Disappearance 
Shrouded in 1•1ystcry and Silence 11

• A Xerox copy of each of 
these articles is attached hereto. 

This document contains neithe.r Pecommendations 
nor conclusions of the F9I. It is the 
property of ·th-:; FBI and is loaned to your 
agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 

2 .•• .. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

·. 
More than nine months ago, a C:r.ccho· . eVen his mother in Germany-say they 

slon;k!nn-horn assoC"iatc proiessor of Rus- . haven't J:card from him. 
si<m history at the University of Colorado . · A1:d, if police do know some answers, . 
faiicri to appear to teach his classes.. . they nrcn't· passing them. along. to. the 

He sliil hasn't appenrccl: · missing pt·ofcssor's friends or relatives .. 
Police entered the c;~sc last Anril, via _ , !vJany of those friend~ are refugees who 

.a missing person rc1,orl. !\ow,· tltongh, f,cd to ih~s ''land· of inc fr~e'.' ·from. the 
they sa\' they aren't really intcrcs!ed in tyranny ot European conntnes. And. they: 

. the. pt:ofcsso;'s disappcm:ancc. . .. ~~:(J!J(~cr -~l~W a man can disappear,. here 
' O'" h J b i J' J )., AulCdC<l. . • 

· · ..• ucers say_ t •• ey Jave · c~n . 0 (t · )Y · Thcv remember· ·a ·snow lli"ht in 
[t:deral agcncJCs that the nus!-mg pro- _. 1• ·~,. • • •• • •• '" y, "' 
: •• : l·~ f t f l '· . · . J,u .• ldc,, \\J,en a SCieaa111,0 ,\\Oman was 

,1es
1
sm

1 
' 5 0"'"y, na no 011 p,ay lS lll· . carried from . the professor?s home. · ~ 

'\'O ve· · · · • ' · They remember another · woman, rc;· 
. "'-· ·.·.,Lt l'f hf''S .... ll'"c, \"1.1Cl'C l·s he?. f l i b ' r ''C I 1 ' '> - • ,, eiTC\ o , y inc pt·o.cssor as o one ,'•' 

And wl10 arc these federal agents who und they rcmc;nher other things.- · I 
·reportedly lmow the secrets of the p_rc- But !hey don't have the answers .. And 
fessor's disappearm~ce'? Poiice rciusc_ to that's what they want. 
say_.· Fo;· the strange story of the 1i1·ofessor 

His friends say. they don't know wl1ere who dropped ft·om sight, tul'll to Page 36, 
1hc:., professor might. be. His relatives- s~etion E, of Sunday's Dcnv~r ~ost.. 

·-..·-;··--·~? . . . : ·_·_.:..:_· ___ -- ... - ,.,:.. ~ - ~ ·-·· -· ,. ···--- ---~·--.... ..;!' ---

./ .. -" 
~--··_... .............. ...-
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-··· T"~""D GTL; rFS • .,..:- ~ Bnt. W!liCb agencies? No on~ Offll'l>,."-, examined the ' --
1
• ... JJ:, •• L•l.J -'- ,..A,_. will say. ground~-~nd peered inroug·n the: 
• -... ~ .. 1'"'"' "Pos' St:!ff Writer , \"l··.·.do\"S of th" modest R1'ha 'I ': ·~~· '~- ~ · • Earlier on thd strange ' " ,, • "' 

E;n·~y on tl:e mcr:1ing ~~ , 1'11arch morning - a Monday -- house at 1055 6th St. in Boul-
~;:;:·c:1 17, Prof. Thomas R::!a s Prof. Robert Skoiheim, who • der, where Riha had been liv- . -
l):·!::c::~:! stood opc11 amw ~llared the cu study v:ith Riha, ing alone since his estranged I 

,.: ·~·-., e,.,d. "apcrs sca~tcrcd on · 1.eccived a telephone call from wife moved to a Boulder hotel I 
f'~~-·2-~::::~· in.his study at il1c Uni- a woman L'l Denver. She want.- · more than a week before. Po-, --
- ~.··:sHy of Colorado. cd to remind Riha about an im· lice talked to neighbors and, ev-l 

I 
I 
I 
f 

I 

j' 
! 
I 

/ 
i 

\ 
t\ 
i 

· ·, ·:.;s \'"'S unusual for Riha portant appointment he had ~ jd'ently finding nothing amiss, 6 ,\::::~· l:n·~~·m as an' or~erlyr ~In·~~ thai day with the U.S. Imrnigra- · 1Soon left. ( 3 The Denver Post 
:c.:r;<:nized mun, one wno <.!1< ·t tion Service in Denver. ~ / By the end of that week, therE: 
~ave ili!nzs at loose ends. Skotheim placed a memo tt. .still was no information on l 

l3u~ 1.mustd things were oc- this effect on Riha's desk and ~Riha's whereabouts. But ihe ti· 
(;:rrir.g in the life of Riha, 40, left to meet his classes. ! tle to his car had been assigned 
:.'.re~~ed.cd professor of .Rus- At noon, Riha failed to at- •to a Denvet· couple. And a 
(:,:-~lj:-;tory at CU. . lend a scheduled faculty meet- Boulder real estate firm had 
· 'l'nc l1'!0St unusual of fr.cse in()' received a letter autholjzing 

Denver, C-olorado 

! I 
·.~. ~ ' 1-->t l-e ,-,~s <rl-·'n~""ri·n:< ' "'' R'h ' h Zd '· C •• :~ "'·"· !· ,. a • ::. ..... • ~~::" "'" ,. La'er that afternoon a worn- 1 a~ nep ew, ~nc4, ervc- Date: 

1 \~· C:ro~l~ing c_ut of_ sight_ fro!? his . ~n t~lcpho;ed, telling' a secre- JlY. of Denver, to seJrthe"RiJia 
f~:.::;:e, h1s umverstty, his fnends tary. she wanted to nick up home. On both documents was Edition:. 
t ·, ... · ~is .. ..,J.,ti·V"S ·1 ' b · , b • th"' the s1'gna'ure Tl1omas R1'ha •.uthor: 

12/28/6.9 
Home 

r
. ·:·:" .... , '" ':" " : . , . , R11a s r1e1case ecause " • ~ , , " f 
. _D!d_ nc a~ tlus by h1s ?wn~ nrofessor had been taken to a n~t~rlze~!.nDenver. c,: ...• ,. EdHorq Palmer Hoyt 

l -'-;:oc~lq(? D:d he want to disap-~ hospilal after be!ng injured in a -- .. · ( -- Title: ! 
• ;::ar? fall ~O. THOMAS RIHA 

t 
. .'Or, d:d someL~ing else hap-· NEVER APPEARED 

1 ·.·,_·.'.\ lo Ri:1a? d 1 The woman never appeare ,· , 
: • I:. 1:2 dc:.d? Alive'? . No hospital record for I\iha ha·> Character: 

l
i ·_, .Ji h: i;; alive:, where is he? been found. ! 
· '.::bt is he doing? i The concern for Riha really 
; • .. ":'l!y~tcry bufis would believe l)eg:m building when he failed 

or 

Classification: 

Submittlnq Office: Denver 1 fJ:at wh~n a tmivcrsiiy profcs- to meet his classes at CU on 
~ .;:·~r a:,l·apfpcars, police \'.t'OU~~ Tuesday, March 18. A worried 
( . .. :rq; e: or an onswer o tne CU staff member notified Mrs. I 

J.J 

0 Bclnq lnve5tlqated B 
:' .:':::c::c. nut if po~i~c have strug- Riha's attorney, who contacted 
': ·~.:u:, t:-:cre is Ettie evidence cf ., BQnlcl~r. !1nljce. <: •• :...::~:.= 
; .;t i:1 ~·:,; stran:;e ca~~ of Riha. t .. _ --~--~-- ~ 
- ~.\') .. C....:~~ .:\:\S',SEJ.1S t 

.: .A r-.:,r(!r Post report~r re
!-. · :. ::u v:.~uc answers fro:n offi· 
· • ~ :· :.. 'i ::·::r.! is t~:E' of ether 

\ ... :~.;:·:s - uniccntif:ed - r~-
: : ... :--: .. : :t:ha to be "alive and' 
! •• : .' .. :1 ~- ~omc\vhcrc..... ~ 
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(-., . - ' '·\· 
·.~t. ll;i::; !':~Jme, time, ) . . l nih:J.. mel Hn~~a Hn::::,ovn. 2-1, : 

R111a's art wor.::s, :;pp~· ... . ;<l al!m N.::w York C1ty saor;;y l)~fvre\ 
$~9,605, kn~w!' to i:ave b~c:. in j h.: o!~ a ~~ou;1 . o£_ p:·oic~·sc1:·s ; 
lns hous~ uT.; prcv;ous wee:<, 'Oi :our ot •{US~la 1.1 tb~ f:ur.1-: 
rested in a workroom <•t the m..:r ,,[ J!lG3. 01: his rctum to tilz 
!)enver Art Muswrr. :1r.d were United States lh'' •· th<.t sum
yecordcd officially as a gift to mer, Ri:.a ar;ain !- v H<ma, in 
the museum from a Denver ·this country on a st~•de1:t visa 
woman. from her homeland in Czccho-

In the next two months, most slovak~a. H.iha, _H~en 3S. ~lso 
of Riha's household possessions was or C~ech C!'Jf\tn,. ~ccu:mn~ 
and the books and papers in his a m:t~rahz~d u .. s. c~tl'l.cn 2na 
office ~ad been transferred to a ~r~~el_YJ~6, _Ins. t~n~vcrs1ty educa
house m Denver. His home in t10.1 m ch,s co~u.try.- . _ -~ 
Boulder had been sold. Letters On Oct. 13, 1963, llana ~n:J 
:md checks appeared, signed 1 Thomas were married in a latl! 
Thomas Riha. His credit card· afternoon ceremony at the Uni 
'!las used for the purchase of tarian Church in Boulder. At c. 
:;everal thousand dollars in wedding reception that evening 
merchandise in the Denver area. at the Black Bear Inn in Lyom, 

One of the typed letters, dated Colo., Thomas obviously was 
March 30 and signed with overjoyed: Crossing 11.is; arms 
Riha's name was postmarked and claspmg them aL ill~ elbow 
April 3 at Montreal, Quebec. as if rocking a crad!c, r~ went 
This letter was sent to a Boul- aro!lnd the room calling oilt ex
der h1surance ar;cncy, request- uberantly that the marriage 
ing cancellation of an insurance was "fer all life." / 
policy on Riha's Volkswagen, Among the recept.:on guests . 
\''hich the writer said had been was a Denver wom:m - re- . 
~old. ferred to later by Riha as 

But were the signatures really "Colonel" - with whom Rihn 
those of Riha? discussed at lengU1 fr.~ bring:· ~~ 
PROPERTY QUESTION of his nephew, Cerveny. \. t 

It's the handiin"' of Riha's this counll'Y. Cervi!ny ih~n w<s! 
property, including the works in Viem~a afte1: fleeing .from· 
of art that particularly bothers Prague m Russwn-occup1ed 
the p{ofessor's friends and rela- Czechoslovakia. ' 
tives, inch:1ding his mother in Am'IlTTED TO U.S. 
Germany. They claim he About a month later, Cerveny 
.wouldn't give up some of his was admitted on temporary 
!possessions, that they were too status to the United States as a 
dear to him. Czech refugee, through ar-

On Sept. 30, Riha was divorced rangements which Cerveny sa;d 
f.rom his wife, Hana, on her were entirely normal and rou-
dounterclaim of cruelty. Riha tine. 
~~asn't in court. Before ihe di- Riha's plans for a marriatre ~ 
\:orce was grantee;!, Riha's altor- "for ~ll life" didn't tal-:e ;'co{ 
rtey questioned ~he authen~ic_ily Shattering for him and his wiftl 
of letters he baa been receivmg were "Vents at their home earl~, 
with Riha's signature. 'l'h~. on the"' morning of March 9. • 
l~wyer urge~ ~ court, clarhJca- At about 12:30 a.m., guests 
tJ.o~ . ~f the . actor.ney s respon- were leaving a party at the 
sJbJht1es toward R1ha so that the home of cu Professor Ric!·ard 
professor's lMal rights wouldn't and Mrs Wilson next de to 
be "permanently and unjustly the Riha·s One ~f the 11U ·s, 

• ._.-::c.: .... -~-~ ' ~._.,;.,..-..:.:::;._;..; • b s.,,,.u .... eu. : . Professor Robert Hanson, lW 
·· ···- --- ·-·· · ·- i\1rs. Riha standing at a rst· 

floor window in her homt 
flailing her arms and cryir- fCrr 
help. 
isnow was still on ihe gr. ::r.l 

a'; Hanson raced to the :R.l::. 
h•JUSC and pulled !Vlrs. Ro:> 11

-; 

·tire window. A strong c .; · '· 
;what l;le thought wns < ;· .. ·'· 
:form clung heavily ~·> ·'" 

·\'Rilla. . .. 
With the aid cf \', : : 

,s;)n t?'l\> t~.c· cii-::·;: ... · · 
. ' . \", :-: J; . 

. ' .. 



: ~~:::i\"r~ .. · 
.: .~ :· ! :.:.\;\! c~:·: S\,C:1 

·.) :' t~:~ :· . .':~.\ ~C'~H~~' 
.. \ . .. :; D.,;; ,!:IS J. :):~:·: 

: .. : ;~ .:. ~ . . n ~'. \':~n s:~:,. 
.... ..... . :.i c ... . :a:!d hy an· 

: ·· .... ~ : .: L. ::r.~ 1:!!·J~l l~vn~~c. 
: .. :: ... ~ -· u.:: .... ~;;li r:·_i:'lrt, the orl 

. ·• :·" r.:. vc ~!:is ver:-:!un oi 
\\ :.~ :-:: 

. 'f:H! ,_.,, •. n:t:l n~c!t tl:~rn in frunt 1 
: ~:!f~ 1~i;)=t hnu~·r: (t!:d told th~nl; 
•.. !'"" 'l. ,I ]~"''"'t Jp•·;;.~l' i'i I ! •t.t~. \ .. :.~, .. U U"-.;,\.\ ... 1,..,,1 o. : 

.~•.'!' b"·,::·vn:.1, frt1:·.1 \~·;-: .. :~:h <:ti!,\.'!"f 
;.:.;c-~ \'.\~:\.'\ co:~lH1~~- \v :1c:1 snc ~ 
:i:d F~!:~n thr;::a:C!1~ti to bre:ak f 

:.c bl:\::·cJ!ll c1o~r, ihc '\'On1an: 
; .. ::..!. :·.r:·~. i\:!ta ,\;~nt to ti~c i 
·:: :~: .,._,,: : .. ::d s:;:r!(:d scr.c:::;ni:16. ~ 

•.• :. i·.: c~·:1'.·e:rsut!on, the o~f:-1 
.-.~: · .; :-::.: .. t r~~ v;\:r.:un tri~d to ~ 

<L~~ ~ ~\~ ;:~;;~~~-~}\~~~~:::;~~~~!~;;! 
;· .:~i 1:~1l~ sJ:r~.::n:i:lt; to cio \1,:Uh! 
::,(: i::Ji~::~;rat:on :!;!~:1crit:~s !n · 
f):·::\·e:r. f>!I~ ~,.h~ cvuL:in't pro
~t:(!c C!iiY !C:cntEl~c.~ion. 
:. F't.:rihcr~ st~ tc,ld !~ol!et": ?\~!·s. 
:~~?1:1 \'::-:sn'~ a U.S .. c~t!zcn, t~at 
-:t::·:· v;:;a ht~d C:X~)!rcd <:!1d that 
::o i;!~m!6r~~i(;:! au~l:::::rit!cs ifi 
~ ·::\·~~ h;-~d b-~cn l"c:!:c~.:L 
' ' .. ·.c..; ... · ... - }- n·· l·C;"'"":·It';~ ... :.io!1 I • ..:\.:.:. • ... ~ .; '-', .......... .., .\,;..o 'L 1.z.\.. .. <. L.. " , •

1 ::c \':.:,rnan s~:d it v;as in her 
:.~: p:~:::-:~d Ct!is!d:: itc Riha ~! 
. :~:~. Dt:t s::e <:culc: proC:~c~ · 
~::!y n:1 Ilih-:o;!> -Grh·~:·,~ I~~!lse. 

-~'..~ U:.e ~\'ll~on heme. the orfi-

: . 
: . 

.· .e 
0 

--. 
0 I 

• ·~ 
1
•
0

.".
1
._:\• .. r:·;J • .,-.. ,1,· ..;,,· .. ~,.:.·:, :\pp:~rcnlly tcrr-ilierl. :\!rs ... 

CCl...,. ~• .u ·-'· .:::s • .................... "' • 

•.,. ll"'t''""''" s• .. •c" ,:P.1h:l took from her purr.~ 
I 'li(:r ·huifwncl's f;ki ·d::::::l· 
pC;!l'C1~CC \V;\5 "!;("J,·.l::!hin; t:l~i!· 

sual:' :.irs. :i:i:l~ :--;.id. ''t·~c: k:f~: 
his sh~tvir.~~ :;~t:ff, hi;:; \':ri~in~ ~ 
slli~f. even h::-: :;uitls). I\·c ; 

G-!·'" .... ,,, .. ,.~d ....... ~.aL 4 • ...... .. t b . I 1 
.· ... .,,. .. ,,., ····h ~ir.>. m:-.a :;1\(•gosm ~ u~mc~s car\ ;u.:<. . 

. .-\ll~· .. 1~·.:·: 1 
.. ~, .::.1.: , l "'' 'a' pk:-.d~d 10\' SOi1lCi'il1e to call Jli111. 

il:c o:!tc .... r'; 1'·":ed l\) ·'~· ·: 'filC c;:ll was mo:c!c with ;\·irs. 
,. 1 '"'P i\ ~- , .. !'\ t1l 'V 1vund a ':l~ cf:, _ .. . . ' . · 
•·' .... , ' •·\.:' \,; ..... • , .. , • ~" 'tta. sobbll1!,. n:.; s;1c to let J~C!'O· 

•! '\1' ···vl ....... ,,"-... ·· c· ·'"Cl·-sc" ~~d ...... ~ ' "J .. J e: •• k .... ·. "'~ ~. "' ··: · ~· . ·:.~in wi1a~ h:.d h:-.n•lcnccl. Also 
r:,, ••.• .., ., .... ~ Jn •hn b·",'~'OVCl s •n 1 · 1 

l; ........ .J ... pc~·-·~ J ~ .... "': ·- • • ,t::ik!~a·r \Vith r{e'''O!iill durin('J' U:c 
),n .... \ .. v'rr''''" 'i'''CS'" 1!('""'15 1.-.lcr · . :;, '~ 0 

•'-' '"' 1 "'-'•·'· •··~ .... •• ·1· ·1'-''0U .. CO:IVCI'S'''i()n \''Cr~ .. , . ........ ltt"Pcd o\'c .... to· her Boul· : · .... ~ l. 
1 

• .. '"'"~ I ' 1 ~ ·'· e:.e • · • · · '\\'il:;o:l Hanson ;mel Patrounan 
dcr atto:·n:!y, Gerald C:-tpl~n. D"'S''; A.'+,··, .. ,,, c~ll ,, ... s cotl\-

vt. \,;J. !U ... CL I•.. "" tu.. 1 

"aaving ~:1\'c:::li~:-.tcd ihis !plctcd. po\!cc J~fl ::-.;rs. l~iha in 
1-:-t:t~~cr f;:,;· O'.'(;!" an i1our and the cu:;tody or the H::nsons. who 
'iiading n:> c::vic!0ncc of- foul :ook her brlcrty to ll:c Riha I 
•1)!nv,, th~ oi:'iccrs said i.'l their l""t'e •0 r:~• so..,.,e o' It",. 

- •:•·: l ?t:• ,"' ' \.:• 1 
rcpon, "we ac:vised ':\irs. Riha tctotncs. T.1ey t11cn accomj)a-n-~ 
to rclu!·n hom~. but assured her i icd her to the Boulderado Ii:>· 
she did not h:::ve to." \':d .. where she stayed t;I•til s!;e 

A polic:! c;,cck that same 1 .eft Boulder with her aunt I 
mo;·ning with the ::--.;ot:o:ial i :\pril 5 icr New York City. · 
Cr:n1c Inform::Uon Ccn~cr ii~di-1 . !,'IS:\. ~0'!' 1:\VOLVED 
cu~cd i':irs. Hihn w;::sn't ar.!ongj' Rcca!iing this midd~c-of-the: I 
persons in the Un~ted States il-!; !:ight telephone . conversation, 

!n·· 1 ~1 t · · ·"l d 

not hcnr~ fro:n L;n, ... ilt. ~H. 1 

lf·· 'I t' .. .,,, ~ , , ........ -:..._:, ",. ....... r ,, ,· 

I 
'ODl 'le !u .... Itt: {.!.·,.::,1). •" '·'• : 

Arou:;ccl f:·om ~;!Pe:> bv :; \c!c· ; 
I r hone c::il o:1 u:c ni··.'!:t cr o:~ : 
ltii~tnrJ~tnc~ ~t l:1\! 1~iha hn:nc 

1 
... · · •, L "- •.· <1 ·1~ ' ··•c· c·,; · 

\~c.l~ ~Ol.~ t • \''~·~J, , .. I:,\.~ ...... : .. :: 
:r.:!ClOl o, t.1e L .. ).· 1..1111•, ••• :-~ •• v.: 

j:-.ncl !\~turailz::t:on Scrvic~ 

I (I~S) in Denv<:r. · , 

I 
'i'he call co~c:er::cd ihe d:!'-! 

turbance, To;!d; said in a r~-: 

lcent interview. ~ 
"I dor.'t recall v:ho it came : 

\from and wh:•t w::s :;:::a . . . ! 
l'fhc c:-aHcr \'r'~!S h~!'"orn1cd O~~.t' 
~c:pproprialc u:rimr:\:s Wyt:!d b: 
nndc." 

i' lcgr.ily, the officers said. I!Regosin said the trouble at the! CALLED NEP:!?.W 
'fds was t!~e st:bs:unc.: of thld; 1 t:ta !Omc ,11a mgnt 1a On the ni~hL of ?>~:u·c;i 13. 

off:ce:-s' rc:Jort, ·nccordin;j to · .:ncth!:"tg to do .with I\-Irs. Riha's: ~Riha was ill' Dcnv<:r ;::d t.:::: 
•. . .. , .. .., . · r. I' .·,.. ....... l! I 

Ponce Capt '''!J:ard ~p1~r Oi ,~\·J~,~~a·c. s. ,. .. ~. · i phoned his nep;1~\'.' to cor::::! · 
.Bo;.:lder •. who d~clh~ed to per- :~· 1nere was nou•mg urgen~ ! :a;:d sec him, Ce,·v.:::;y, H;·,!:.'s 
. rr.it a P.cst l'l!I)Ortcr to examine: ~bqut her status, nothing preSS· I t. ,. aid r,·!-,: 5 , . ., - i'-, 1:. · • 

.. I • .. t \ I. ,. , I nc!_j,;.e\,' s, . .c,,.J oo.C4:> ........... ..:> ... 

ti1c rcpcr~. Ha relayed verbally 1 n~. n? J.;l1.~1men aepor.aliOn, 
1 
time he saw his ll;:clc, Ccr\'cny 

oniy those 'Ja:·ts cf the reuor~ i Regosm saw. i said. 
· ·1.,., co"~t·c:.-... ~:-1 1 .... .,.~ii'cnt sa~';'l'r i' Regosin ssid he was told b / · 1 On 

;..., ., .. 
0

""'
6 
-- J...,L ~ " I • H ~ I ....,; 

0 the night of s~:ndrcy, 
t·J:.-. r.;:;t cot:S:st~d or "pcrsoaal • }Irs. Riha during the telephon ~ I · - I · d 1:\iarch 15, Ccrvc;;y s~!d, a Dcn-
cor.1meats of ti'.c officers." . call ti:at nigl:t tn~t slie ha gon} 

• , \'Cr wom::m telcphor:ed h:::1 
C·"·""""' e-rr--:-:- r'\0:f'! ito bed ana began to SCilse n 

, ... vJ.\. ,.)_ ... ~v- ~ • . . . 1 ,1 .. ~.,.--: d ,. A ;L b .. · me :tnd said H.iha \vas go;:c :::1d 
'fi''> cdn•• Of c<r-er cll'lr:,..--ri'S<-<•"oe O O.. S -~ .... ca, . r'·,·c·~, .• 't. 11='V·., a C't1",.11.C" t'o t," 1,'.~ t" 

1\J • J• "'• • o,•'•.::> I c;:t- ....... (1' • "~ll ' ,. ~ • up.. \ - ...., ...., .., .. l '" '.1 
, ,;1.~ r.1··,, , . ..,~so s'-onr: ...... t ·- .v .• _,el 1 s •. c oeca.ne VdY 1 .o •'· :>. L'- ''" ''""' l• "' ••·'·· • d • d · , · 1 1 im. Ce:rv~ny was told ~c .: - 1 . ~ ·" "lc \'m~0n ;,_""'; sc:l an s~~ll'LC sct·cammg, t.nn.;:- . ,,t 1! :C o·.V::, 1.. u v ... ~ ~ •"v" .. · \,.o I. • b I \iOt:ld he hearing frum llina 
• ., · to b" op~n"d Mr<: \Hilsc:t i1mg s.hc was bcmg overcome y I . . n,.a ~ "' " , ·• -· 1 

' • 1 • 1 ~nd would get his unc;c 's p<.·.·:: 
. ec"''cd , · . lsotnc c.:enaca. · }I , .. ~-. 
r •·1

' ••• w , 
1
• • In New. York Cit.y, where she: jcr of attorney. c n.so S(l:\l ,..:; 

Ar.d 1\on s. \, JISO.l spo:-.G of 1·s enl"'O''Cd .,. " b"nl· 1vlrs 1 1 was advised to s<Jy that he . . . . 'l ... ..JJ. J c..l.. "' c.o.l ,\, • 'II . 1 ' • 
angry \'GIC..:s ~·l::;:n:; m. t _1c e~:ry- 'Ril;a- -~aid rcce.:tly toat the 1knew where nis unc c .we. go:1c 
way tc l1e::: nome as h-e:- hus- e'q,c,. ·1n her room can-e from! land the Riha's 1 c a v 1:; g 

d • l ,.l -,•\ ·~ < loj l.l • • ll ( l • • • d' 
.ban c?_ntro!'l ~" ~'-I~l~ v:~-O was tr.c vents or under the b~droom 

1

. stemmed irom h1s ImJ;c::; i:lg 
~!cmanmn_:; ;.[.at his w_Jfe ot> sent door·. · · ., ..... : . ..: ~ ci!vorcc. 
ihack to h:s home.· · · · · · . · · . ·- ·· SIG:\A'fUr\E lN DO'CB'l' 
·1 Riha's voi:::e was "angry, bel- I The sign:J.turc, Thomas R:!·.a, 
Hgcrcnt. a:•d frig!1tencd" us he. -pppears on at Jc::st t:trcJ ccc'J· 
, to!d W!lson that the wo:r.~m ; ·~ncnts witnessed b D~r:vcr by 
who had called ·police was: ' ::wo notaries uub!ic a:t(:l' !:is 
an intelligence <'~Cl~t of t;.c TJ.S.: t)isappcaruncc: Shcwr, a s~t c·f 
Army, that she was nnncd ar.·! six photo6raphs, an;o:~.=~ \':i1:~:1 
th~ Wilsons were in dar.~<: : f was a recent photo of Hilla. t::c 
thr:y didn't , ::tum his wilt", ~!rs. notaries couldn't pi<:l: ou: ~i!::, 
Wilson said. \',' ils.o:l fir··~iy r~- as the p~r:;on who :;i~ncd the · 
fused t!1is ~l?m::no, ort~..:nng ~{r- papers. 
~a out ?f his _house 'Jhortly iJG- Received in Boulder ;a :l<l' . 
tore poll.:..: arnvcd. !Denver ::f!cr Hilla's <:i:;:tp;.:·:.:· 

In ::1 2 a.m. cnt.:>r6cnc~· :cle- ~/ lane", letters si~ncd witll ;.:-: 
phor.-:. c<:li made at the \Yilsor i11 ~ cor.!:~ in ~~.l:1ri1>:: n. :-. :· I home, ).1r:;. 11:1::-~ L:tH:cd rr:!1: .~·-····~ ···- l il . , some a·.·Jk\:·:,:·d ;::·:::1•_-
'lmorni:tg with D:~vid },l';;<.~in, a mntie:-:1 t·:: •·u·l.'$.::,) :-.: ;.: .• : · ·· 
longlirnc f!'icncl ond attor..<:y ::1 accu!·atc a;!dn.:'>:. ··r l .. · · 
Kew ':vi.i\ :~ity. "' · ' A lett<'r writl<'n in : ··.~ ·I • 
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·. .. 
.... - .. _ 

:::'.~,· :::t';"'.:s·~J r 

- ~: , .• ·: .. .;t. : .... ; :~~·:- ,~t CU a!1d~ 
. ": . ,; ,'::l· :~ ... ::') ~:t..3Cr;tc t:!c :, 
~ :.. , ; : :!:; :. ..~:·:...: ~ t:C:liSt in j 

. • , ... • .. : · ,·(: 1•, :..:- , .. ,.l·: ... t 
.• ·. : , .') - ~··\. .,,\ ..... ~ , ,.<J ... L I 

I • , •.: . ,..... .., •• 1.\ \r"\S l't"~n 
' .• : ••• :-· : , ••• , ... i , • .:..'\.... •• l ...... f 

.-.. !' '-~l ! '""·.\._ r~:l ~e~tnl:a·ly t 

, . ~ ::.:j ~~-~.r:1~·~l h·(!tdis~s, 
. : ,~ :.s :~·.r.'~i:·c uf ti:c nu~:1ccs 
.<s r . : :~·.\! to~~~~!"~' ~is v;cH 35" 

. :.: .,: E::, .~:s\ Hl::>Sl:Jll, Ger
. ::: ;. ::d ./1-.. .. ::c;1, c~~ch of 
~ ,.,,\,.·:t ::e ~=·~,!:..; n~;,.::nily. 

· )c':- ;:: ~ t::,,~·o 1~1:my perplex
. : ~:::::::: ... ~n::) , oz::c::11dorn 
. . ':::~ ;:·:: 1<~0 i:::~:restd in £ind

.; _, (,::t v::!::~ ht::i:JC::c~.l to Riha 
.. . . :: :: '!: ::~ c::;, \·~:~ttc assur.. : 
.. {'~.·:: ~:~· :~!s s~fety or dcj1ial-:; i 
.. ; .:~y !:::o\vk·dgc ol t~'ie n1<in. ', i 
" · ·· · ., r.··o•)"h ~t-ier Ril'a I .. \\..· , ..... ) · .. '1 •• , •• .., CA. ... J. .. , I 

· :.:·::f:<lrd, Dr. Joseph Smi- • 
~ ·.; , ·1~: .:.1 nr~siCc1~ t of CG, said. 
.: c\,:::::r.t.ed "rca:.b!e sourccsn: 
: \',',,,:):in;;!on and was told I 

: .:.'~ I::;ut \vas safe, ~:.,ut vlas un .. · 
"· ... :t! iO l.::~1rn \\'here the nrofcs- · 
•. : w<:s or the c!rcumstances · 

1 
~ l~:s d!s =.::)pearan~e. 

.... :s n·· ·t \''""'· a CU s"okes-1 • ~ ._. l ... :-, ·d.;..,..,\, }' ' 

· .:1 ,;~;d there's been no 
:. :::cr inquiry ab;,ut Ri;1a a:. 
.·~ Lvcl of the ur.ivers~ty ad·i 
.::.::;::·ation. ,J! 

. ~:' .. !Lui~er, Captain Spier j 
· .. ;~. I 

. ··:.iy :.~nderslanding is that ·~ 

.. :: . dis:Jp;.earcd of his own ac

.' :J-or ::;:d to-und there is I 
;; ~· 0 \·:;:sting time !~:;!~~~g-.for 

... ~ j . : ~; t 11:> a mis.sing person.! 

: .:~:-l!'s .~o suspicion of foul play 
... :: ::~~~~- ,, 
... ::t r,oE.::c Lt. Ilaln-h Ruzicka 

. ~ ::-~ 13o:t!dcr: "\';e've bee:1 
0

~ • ! , Ly '~:n a~ency') not to i 
, ·.::;,:. ~at \rhcn \'.:e talk to I 
~ :;·s :·:-icr.ds and ~ssociatc.S: 
, ·: J:.:: :· tl;e fncts, they don't 
• ~ :. <: 1:;1 logically, and we get 
.. : ,·L '~ ;;:;ain., 
· ·. : ·' c!~~·::::cd to identify the 

• .:,·;: .... :1:ch provid~d the as
. ::~.: :::>cut Riha. 

·.:: .. :i CL!Tcny filed a missin"' 
• · ·. ·.·. :.; n.:,o:t on his uncle Ocl 

:.. ~.,L !c!cr nolic\! had noth
\ • : .. ;. ;:::1 on the Hiha dis:m'· 
· • :; :.~~ in their files, Ruzicl~<. 

'• ·. 

· . .:.•:.·r, ~1iiss Joyce Lebra 
:~::.h prc~e:;sor of history 

•• · : ; . 
0 .: ·s 1h~,t about 11 .. ~ . 

. -. ... ,. .. .. d . ·· · ." .-:na c.Jsappcare , 
... : ·•l:.r· CU p:·cfc~sors 

· .,: :; :: .. :: : !"::1u~i0:1 :.!b\.Ji..t~ ·!\.ii1a "to 

(· ....... a ··"J· \Br.!ll<k~~tr,,::n::n Donald 
' \' · · ... ·, ··i'·~a oaf a fom1 'at I' •tJ=>, " •• o - ·-· 
, lLc L~~:·n·a i;omc. :.!iss Lcbra 
;s::id ::~ ;~has heard notlling f•·om 
!Bo:t~ ~:cr police afler making 
I thL; rt:1orta 
1
\ C~n·c:1y says Denver Dctcc·
!·~\·c Phil!ip Vilialovo!> lold him 

t l!e h:1s been jnfo;·mecl that ·"re-
1l···~"<::l)lc p"r·~o""" 11~·ve sai·l :,:; l,u .... ~ ''"' .. oh'l l (t -\"' ., 

:::u:a is all ri~ht and that the 
ID~:w~r Police D~partment isn't 

I 
::bl.; to procc~d with t·he search 
for R:ha. · 

I 
Dc:n-cr police, Detective :'11ikei 

:':.l:e~retto says, -encourage<\ : 
Cerveny to file a missing per-; 

lscns coi~iplair;t on Riha Oct. 28' 

lw!th Bouidcr noiicc. · 
"The next clay," Allegretto 

(>aid, "Boulder police told us r 

I 
:hat the Fl3I told them to forge·: 
n0cuL Riha, becwse they kne,,•: 
where he was and that he wa:,; I 

I alh·e and well." 
F:3I POSITION 

But the FBI !:ere insists. it 
has;1't jurisd:ction in the case. 
This was detm·mined when two 
inaulries were made as the rc
suit of anonymous phone calls 
r-eceived here by the FBI April 
:1 and again in September, John 
:<'. Morley, assistant agerit in~· 
:~harge, says. • 

I Inquiries made by the FBI; I 

IJI;.Iorley said, were based on the: 
fact that a man had been rc' 

iporicd missing "under unusua! 
1 circumstances." 
I "We've placed no restrictions 
I on a11y other investigative agcn-
1 cies in the area to determine if 
there is any violation over 
which they may have lccal in
vestigative juris.ciiction (in the 
]liha case)," ?.1orley said. ~, 
: "We know· nothing about hirr. 
.l (Riha)," a Central Intelligence 
1 \gcncy (CIA) spokesmz.n in l 

!
'Denver said. "As far as we 
know, Riha left voiuntarily. \Ve: 
have nothing to do with the man. 
He has no contact with our 
agency." 

However, CU Professor Ste
phen Fischer-Galati reported he I wa~ ~~~d .. ~~ ~e CI~ . ~~r!y ~~s~ 

illf. ~51~""'~ ..... , Docld: 32989553 Page 183 

a• I 
1 •·w:l t'1•~t Iti·na \'"'~ s·•f" ····cllmoLl•c" i'Irs Ruih /•nn f' r. ·'· l':..!~.... . .. u. i c: .... ~ .. ,, ·- c..l~ ... .I 1 (, j .. , • 0. a.i.. ..... 0" .... -.. , 

l
!iJad left voiuntarily. }'jsc!1cr- 1sc:c:dl.~ in~o:·m;~Licn abou~ i:.:•· 
Galati ah:.o said he wrote tf.c 1 son. The letter was dirr;c::d 
U.S. Justi:cc Department April 1l personally to Scott Werner, I-'BI 
7 and was toid "the matter hc:.s I agcn in charge i:r:rc. She basn 't 
been referred to proper govern- heard from her son . 
ment authorities." As ih~y SjX;l:c warmly of 
NO REPLY Riha just recently, his close 

He has re.ccivcd no reply to .
1
fric:nds - m<•IIY of thcrn rC;:::

H Dec. 6 letter, directed to the gees irom Et.:ro:;;! - sc:cmcc;! 
(:arne detJartmcnt, Fischer- to be trying to huild with wc.rds 
Gz.lati said. the ir:wge of the man thc:y 

Also disclaiming any l:nowl- wanted to sec again: 
edge of. ihc .Riha. case is .'l'odd, I "Rilla felt positively m?rc an 
of the 1mm1graL1on serv1ee !American ... as a Czccfl. H:! 
(INS) here. have quite bitter memo:-y as a 

"I know nothing about Riha," I youth of the German occupa-
Tocld said. tion (during \'lorld War II). 

But a close friend _of Rih~'s Riha probably developed a C:eep 
says he contacted the INS tvnce sympathy fo1· the Russian llb
itbout· Riha-once in May or erators. But te missed the nart 
:fune, whe~ he was told that Ri:lwhen the Communists ta!,:e ove; 
.1a was alive; and the seconu (because he had come to m:::·:•: 
,;ime in the fall, when he as!-:ed his home in the U.S. by this 
whether Rilla still were alive time). 
and there was no answer. At "So s!mple a man, he couB 
this time, Rilla's friend said, he fit any place. 
was told by the INS "not to be "He was very illusionary . .. 
interested" in the Riha case. an idealistic dreamer ... r lie-

U.S. Army Military Intelli- 1 eral-thinkin"' man. But I de: !":e 
gence "has never been official- was a sym;at:'lizer of com: 
ly involved in the Riha case," munism. He was a man who I 
said Col. Lynn Fritchman, com- adored eve;:ything that was tra. 
manding officer, U.S. Army Re- ditionally rational. · 
gran 4,. 1\iilitary Intelligence I "Riha was :a very reliable 
Group m Denver. man. You could buiid a cc:the-
' Riha's friends don't.-know il•·al on his word." 
'Vhat to l]clieve-hoping the \nother friend said of Rir.a: 
'Jague··~is.surances they have re- 'He was an extremely c;~c:. 
ceived are valid and that Riha man. He made the imprcss:o:1 

lis alive and well. Bt.:t they of an absolute:.\ <rcc man . . .. 
,don't know. · not scared of any~hing. He ha :l 
MOTHER WRITES made it in life. He was a to,) 

Many of them came to this professor in his line 
country from totalitarian tyran- healthy ... a fantast;~ coo~,: . 
nics in Europe, and they ask: His art pieces were valued in 
"How can it happen, especially the thousands. He had a t.ig 1:
in this country, that a man can brary. He was a charming ma:1. 
disappear and nothing can be "Riha was a nihilist, an ~i::e
kno\vn about him for almost a ist who jus'; yearned for ~c;;,e 
year?" kind of ... " 

From Germany early this Riha's friend paused, cc:lsic!-
month came a letter written t~ ered, a:1d then, quite simply, 
!P" lfl31_ip Denve: __ "'!'. !tiha's I added fh/ne \VOrd,. "Go_d!~ 

, 
I 
! 
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Mr. D. J. Brennan, 

~.,f) 
S. · J. Pnpich<"' tY 

~ 
-~ 

~J • 
DATE: 1/13/70 

Tol.'"n __ _ 
C•JL<>:·n --
:•:olt.r.'---
~.:onr ___ _ 

Canp"'--
Callch;n __ 
Conr~d __ _ 
Felt __ _ 
Gale ___ _ 
Ro:.<e:> __ _ 

Sulli ... ar. --
Tav<>l--
Soya:s --
Tele. Ra.o=. __ 
Hol=~::s __ _ 
Gandy __ _ 

UBJECT: TITC~.t:1S 'E:lH..I\ 
I:Wl'B:iiN.<"':.L SECURITY CZZCHOSLOVAKlA 

~~------------~ 
.the subject is not of operational interest to that 

gency. 

~--------~--~~~----~~~--~ 
which could be characterized as a 

p.:>tm~:;.:·, th~t the subject was .experiencing oarital dif.ficulties 
\and he.d left h:i.s >life. The Ae~ncy does not have any i.nfo..r!:latio:n 
cor .. ce:zn.ing subject t s present wpereabouts. 

The !lbove information is being directed./ to the 
atten.tim1 of the Sino-Satellite Section. 

1 
1 
1 

l~. Gray {llr. Redfield) 
Lir:;.:!..son 
cr. Papich 

SJP !\Vmk {}I i: IZ 
(4) 

r -: T , -.~,..,..f. : ---=-_.P . -:~l-•~. 
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FRO:\! 

lvf emoranlium 
Mr. W. Co 

r l lr 

Sullivan, : ; .:1 
,' J (1 

~j-r;; 

G .t'J t ' 
A. W. xray f .~ 

' . ~ .. ~ 

c 

.) 

l - Mro DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mro I.ialmfeldt 

DATE: January 13, 1970 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Liaison 
1 Mr. Gray 
1 - Mro Redfield 

toni,:: __ _ 

F'cll---
Go!\~ --
P.c~"n--
Sulti·:~n-

Ta•."l--
Soyars --
Telc. Roo::: --
Hol:::cs __ _ 

Gan2:---

, st:BJFCT: THOMAS RIHA 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(SINO-SATELLITE) 

f. 

or~., 

I-

Recommend attached letter be sent Attorney Ge11eral (AG) 
regarding letter 1/8~ to him from Congressman Donald G. Brotzman, 
Republican, Colorado, referreq to us concerning disappearance of 
subject o !ilso recommend representative of Mr. Bishop's office 

~~~ .... ~~_...-~... .t; 

personally apprise Congressman of facts. Brotzman, formerly 
United States Attorney Denver, 1959-1962; relations cordial. 

/~ ·)! 
Congressman requested information from AG by liji.g&.7of''-.._,....~ 

concernj_ng subject's disappearance from Boulder, Colorado,- 3/69. 
He noted Riha may have disappeared because of ''domestic complica
tionseu He stated he asked Bureau for report as to what had been 
done to locate subject. He wrote that Bureau advised, aside from 
preliminary inquiries, no·investigation conductedo On 12/31/69 
Mro BishoD did advise Congressman's offic~ FBI had conducted no 
investigation of disappearance,since no indications of violation 
of federal law in our jurisdiction. Congressman stated during 
course of, similar inquiries, CIA advised it had no jurisdiction 
but understood FBI had looked into matter and might well know 
whereabouts of subject and circumstances involvedo We did inquh'B 
of CIA through Liaison on 4/15/69 to determine if they had any 
interest in subjecto They did not. 

Subject, born 4/17/29, Prague, Czechoslovakia, entered 
United States 1947; naturalized US citizen 12/52; served US Army 
1953-1955; attended Moscow University 6/58-9/59; prior to dis
appearance was professor of Russian history, Universityd Col~o, 
Boulder. We have.no information concerning Riha's whereabouts 
and have conducted no investigation to locate. CIA advised Liaison 
1/13/70 Congressman was told CIA was not investigating subject and 

I not using him in any capacity o CIA suggested he might check with 
local police and FBI, but d~.?-. not tell him FBI was ~~vestigati).l>Lo::. 

rtt.rc- 94 : 1 · . ~.;-~ . ! · 
In 12/69 J~nver received letter from subject's m~t-6~ -- • 

requesting informatj_on concerning son's disappearance il!:Pewnqe~q 1070 Office replied this was matter not within jurisdiction of Bureau, 
howev~r, offered if she so desired to place his name on-Bureau's 

0nissing persons list. SAC, Denver, advised reply received from---~ 
11 ) ' ~ t hmothet 1/13/70 declining to have subject s name placed on list. 

I . • , ~ ~.,..., / ""> ,. / ·r· • 
~:-"~. ·r r..,. lt.,J...-- 1 ., ."'~ ~ """· .? ·• '/ t.1 .?. • ,... -. 

~L:..., '-'..._ ·Enc-l<e$).1re~r.-- 1- I'/ -cr 6 . ( ·. 
JWR : km1 .'J ; 
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-- c. 

·'· 
Merno~randum tt..- !tfr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: THOMAS RIHA 

ACTION: ----
(1) That approval be granted for attached le~ter to 

AG providing him ·with these facts and advising him that a 
representative of the Bureau will porsonally inform the 
Congressman of them on 1/14/70. 

'·J-(2) That a representative of Mr. Bishop's office 
personally contact the Congressman and provide him with these 
facts. 

\ 

- 2 -
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. . 
By· F1:I:D GILLri:S -~r of n;:: .• ·s pr;;_r;·:r;,· ~--e:::por.se from the t: .t~:~ 

I
I p . . :· r p,,~ t ,._!,.i \\'r!:cr \ .. - ' ;: ::C: .· '·._. ~- ,· \\ ::' ::· r:vcc I r.ey ~e~eral who ha,; bt.en re-

0 0'1\l' :" D;,;t, .-\ttY. ::-.likc ::-.rc- : appeared. ::-igned Thomas ll.!ha. 1 quested to look into the m::>crep-
1\e\·i;.t said Wednesday his staff. Some of these letters ha\·e a 

1
· andes between official_ state

is conducting an •'extensive in- . Montreal. Quebec, postmark. . ments of federal ~gencies and 
w::sti~~tion" into the mvsterious Inquiries at the national levedapparentl~ contradict~ry state
di5apr.e&rance of Thom"as Riha. are being made by Rep. Donald. :nent_s whtch _persons mterested 
l."ni\'l:r:;ity of Colorado profes- G. Brotzman. R-Colo. To date .. m R~a received from the7e 
::-or. and is coordinating its ef- \Brotzman sa\d he has received i; agencies shortly after he disap-
fo:ls \\'i~h widening probes of ; responses from three agencies: .1, pea red. 
the Denver and Boulder Police! -The FBI. which says it :! At that time, some of Riha's 

j Departments and the Boulder · I hasn't and won't conduct an in- · friends said they received as
! district attorney. vestigation of Riha 's disappear- surance from federal agencies 
i At H·e reouest of The Denver : ance unless someone comes for- that they knew where Riha was 
! Post. icquiries about Riha alsoi \\lard to indicate that a federal · and that he was "alive and 
l a1·e being continued with fe<!- l olfense is li_kely to have bEen ~~:~ -~ 
: eral agencies in Washington. ' 'inl'oh·ed. · The agencY did h · .: 
; D.C .. and through Canadian im- e\·er. acknowledge i• ha· O~IV. 

· · ff ' · 1 L s re m1gra11on o ICia s. ccived several inqulries about -
RUSSIA:\" HISTORY : Riha. 

Riha, 40, a highly respected · -The Central Intelligence 
professor of Russian history, 'Agency !CIAJ, which said it 
was officially listed as missing . thinks the FBI might have some · 
:'11arch 17 when he failed to knowledge of Riha's where
appear at his office where his abouts. The CIA spokesman said 
briefcase stood open amid the agency con~idered the mat
books and papers on his desk. t.er when it received inquiries 

On the same day, Riha's l?st ?11arch _an~ Ap_ril and veri-
n:·ized ~rt works re::-ied in a fl_ed. that R!~a s disappearance 
workroom at the Denver Art· did~1 1 hm·e mt.:rnational imi•li- ' 
Museum, the gift of a Denver! catiOns ~nd "was a domesric 

. woman who museum officials matter, m terms of the Unittd 

say didn't mention Riha as the l St~~es. ,,- Inquiries direct~d to t~e· 
owner of the art works. CIA were turned over to the 

' Less ·than two weeks later,: FBI, the spokesman added. He 
-the title to Riha's car had been said the CIA has no direct 
· assigned to a Denver couple. knowledge or reports of a rumor 
And ,vithin two months of his which has -come to its attention· 

,disappearance, his home in saying that Riha is "somewhere· 
: Bculdcr had been sold. on the East Coast." · 
MONTREAL POSTMARK -The U.S. Army ~ntelligence 

D d B 
1 

Command, which says it has no· 
. cnvcr an O~l_dcr Jaw ~n- personal knowled<1e of the Riha 

i~I cement authonbes have m- case no direct ~r indirect in
?Jeated that m_uch. of their crrorl v lv~ment nor anv knowledge. 
:'~"~~~ ~xamm~tJOn of th~ v~r- ~~acts s~rrounding Riha's dis-
lOlls aoc•1mcnts mvolvl'd m t.1e · appearance. 

1,_ ~:-ui lman said he is r;";f:utiiii" 

(!:-:c!-:c~e pcc;e, r.c::~e of 
newspaper, city ana state.) 
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Director, FBI 
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1 M:r. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

January 14, 1970 
Mr. Mall;ifeldt 
Mr. Sullivan 
Lia:i.son 
¥1r. G1·ay 
Mr. Redfielp 

., 

l 
I 
1 
' i Reference i~ nade to letter dated January 8, 

. 1970, addressed to you fro!n Conr:reasman Domild G. Brotz.xaan, 
Colorado, a copy of which is attached with its enclosure. 
The Congressman had asked for a reply· by· January ·14, 1970.· 

~<::e ::3 ""31' 
~C~<:t" 
~ ~~·; 

~ c t 
.... C);iR.i ' 

On Decemb~~ 31, 1069, pu:r.susnt to the Congressman's 
inquiry, this .C'Ureau ndvised M.i:" 0 nooort '11011S:i.ng, his 
administrative klide, that the I•'BI llad conducted no invest:iga ... 
t:ton concerning the c.U.sappearanco in Ua.rch; 1069, of r.t'~omas 
Riha, professo1·, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, · 
.since there ·were no indications ·of a v-iolation of federal law 
within its jurisdictio:n. This :Gtlrcai..\ h!ls .no information 
concerning Ciha's whereabouts and h3s conducted no investiga
tion to locate him. On April 15, 1!709, we did inquire of 
the Central lutell:lgenca Agency if they_ hncl. any interest in. . 
R.:i.ha. '.fhey did not., 

~c c g i 
0~~~~, 
~~r.t~ 

('~.c ... ~ 

~.-·;: ~~ 
~ <-' . 

~ .... 
~~ct~> 
~..., .... ~ 
~ ~~ ~ ; 
-i w ~ 
~ £;tJ~ • 
tf>~Cs::l 
~~~~ 

- ~ii~=: 
cl ~~ ... 
~;i~"i 
~ ...... ~ 

~::$ ~ 
0 ~ ..... 0 ~

...... (:;! ?:. ~ -
Vol r 

~;i ~ ~ I 
~ c ~ ....... 

In December, 1969, our Denver Office received a ":tj:~-~ 

r·. letter from F:.iha 's mother requesting information concerning l:l:1 ~ c 
1-..br son's disannes.rsnce.. She -aas advised this W~tS a nattcr ~~~~ 

r=·~ nht wtthin. the-ju,._-isdiction of the FBI. She '\'Jas told, hov;ever, ~~~ 
N ( .; i!j·Pmt if she so desired his name woulc.l be placed on the FBI's ~ ~~ 
§ ~-t ~~· issing persons list. She replied on tJ~nuary 13, 1970, and !:' S ~ 
~ r-.; a eclined to have his name placed on the li.st. c -~ ~ 
~ 0 ... -~~ 
..... .0 ~ ~~· R. 

:::; The Central Intelligence Agency advised this Bureau ~ ftt;· 
i ctll January 13, 1070, that Congressman Brotzlll.an upon inquiry ~~ ~ 
~ of them had been advis0d that f1gency wns not investigating Rih:t~·~ci' 
f and not using ·h:i,.i..n in·any capacity. Central Intelligence Af~ency~~ "i 

! had suggested he check with the local police a11d the FBI but ~ ~·~ 
1. dj_d not tell the Congressman the FBI was inves·tip;ating subject.~~; 

f 

c C"~ 
~(:;! 'j"•. 

·._ . .. . ~ . __ C A ~ep~esentati~e of th~ 
1 
Bu~;~~ wil~ pers?nal~l co~ tact 

} --~~ :::::::::~:e:~·zman o.~ anu; "i\/oj/ypns; m:,·~~) .·/ 
1M --- .rvm: ebp ~ ·. // · \/..&:;I~E :t-IOTE PAGE. TWO . /· 
:· 

5~.~~~~~2~8!J,'55J - v,... ~. r"·.11' 
P?ge 188 -~ r-.1' ·i· >\! 

J r?..t: ·fl•'· 
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.._, -~-j .. ·~, 

'l'he Attorney General 

. NO'rE: 

'/,...., ... , 
\;, _, 
\~ 

f;-ne n18'f!tOrnndt.1m li, \Y = Gray to I·Lre 'il. C. Sulliv~11, 
C:.atcd 1/13/70, ea.ptioned as above, prepa:."ed by JWR.:l;:ml. 

'1'.~9 enclosures attach~d to .. thr~· AG lett~r have 
been ilml letter o· 

L----------------------------1 by SA Sa1n J ~ 

J FKAct'6 ( l )( A ) 
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• , . .t, ............. ~ ·.- ..... _ 
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r><r':Hsi·A 1 c AN 
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!.VllCOMM11'1Ft' 0N C()MMUNI(~'t\1'1CNS 
/I NO f'OWI,Il 
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[[lasfJfngton, P.c&::. 20315 
i 

----~'.:,.l \ :.tr. \l.'r"'·n ·,--_/' 
:,\r.)J:JI ,on-·h -.~--
:.1.(· \\'nl\L'I'S -/__· 
~~~-\,~\nhr -.-'-
•jij.;,_ l~li'\\IOjl ----·-
fJ_.t ' (''lS\Jl'r -\-tr. _.., .. 
Mr. Calluh,m
[\\r. Conrad--;;
Mr. Felt ZJ 
Mr. Gaie .;rf?_·r 
Mr. Roscrn , /" 

January 8 1 1970 
Mr. 'sulliJ.idl -
Mr. Ta-y61 
M~. Soyars-

Attorney General John N. Mitchell 
Department of Justice 
Constitution Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

______ ,_.,._ .....,., 

,....~-·0ir\CS OF ~ 
I RECEIVE[ 

.lt\N 1 2 19?G 

Tele. Room
Miss Holmes - \ 
Miss GandY-

;; -:v~? 01?N£Y Ct.Nt.\1-~ /'' __..-
~ " ... ,.~ ;· t·'-' . 
·~~ ,. • .,.~ .... L-c~~(-

l.~-..J 

'

Enclosed is a photocopy of an article which was publ-.ished' 
by the Denver Post on December· 28, 1C)69. I have been 
requested by the Denver Post and friends o·f Dr. Riha, ~ ~ ~ '--3. 
who is a constituent of mine, to do everything possible ~~ ~~ 

I 
to assist in either locating the Professor or in determin- :5 ~ ~·<:~> 
. . ~(')~ §' J.ng addJ.tional facts about his disappearance. o:s-SS ~ c:. 

It seems to me that the interest of the nation in general 
and the credibility of the FBI in particular is not well 
served by the proliferation of a belief that Professor Riha 
is the victim of some kind of international intrique, if 
such is not the case. 

0 <:l -~ ~ 
~~;,r~ 
<:'"i-~ ....... ('\) 
c:+- ~'"::: ~~"" ~ 
~() ,:) ~ 

(i;) ~ t"! C%• 

~§~~ 
~"""'l"'l 
"'l ~ ~ 
~ <:"!-(')~ 
<:~>;;::::<o~ 
.:,. ~ ~ ~ 

. h . 1' . f d . h . 1 I;!<::. :::s ~ DespJ. te t e J.mp J.catJ.ons oun J.n t~ e Denver Post artJ.c e, ~ ~ ~ .-.. 
I think it is quite possible that Professor Riha left ciJ 8' ;;s 
Boulder because of domestic complication~:.rfGT~l{EY-~~"'[.z.'Y'JtJt' 

t..:.-:...crT, .... R "~ o!i nr- /' !Y, ---"·;:i}· "<::l 
~ ~rwl: 1i\L. ;.;:;. vr h • ·.--:~I.$~- ~ ~ 

In this spirit I last v.,reek asked the FBI Sto provide me, · · 1 ~~~ <:~> ~ 
either formally or informally, with a.reP.c:;_rt on w~at the ~~~8' 
Bureau has done to locate Professor RJ.ha~ ~;I \\AANJ.l~Jt19f@ '"::::!-~~·~ 
last Friday that, aside from a file of i1qu~ries made in ~JI>~~~-~· 
Professor Riha' s behalf, the Bureau has lij-Otjlooke~ ~Rto 1·.:·;~~.~ 
the matter and is not conducting inquirie~j:;:~:-:.- · ··· ·'·"::'-: ···G-·::.;-

1 
... ..::;:.~·-tg 

,. •' ~-- I' l vnnn "'T'fil\T ~·- ,\! , .. C? "'«>I 
t-=-·~ .. -.(<~ ~~~:~ t}...,!\i·~~} : ...,... L-~~~~-t6"'~-·(S- .. 

I so inift6rm~a the Denver Post.
7 

. .. ... rWr.iP Li.J. OF iNV.. ~ 0 ~ 
••.J • ,J, ""L'-l~'') -g-~ I .· , I • 1/~ -· . . 0 ~ ~ ,'',t,-·{_;t ,. .. , ~ ,.,, '- ~· ~ ;s 

.- ,,. ..., ~ " "' • • ~ ·"lo~ 

However, in the 'course of similar i ~ C.". 
federal a encies ~ ~ ~ 

~ .... .:3 0 
6 I 1 I (B) ~;$~ 

~· ~ ci' 
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Attorney General Mitchell 
January 8, 1970 
Page 2 

} 
\/ 

I now appeal to you to look into the matter and at least 
provide me with guidance. I am convinced that the 
speculation will only grow in intensity, and I can see 
no good purpose in hiding behind a jurisdictional facade 
if the Professor's current status can be explained in a 

J straightforward manner. Your response by 'Nednesday, 
!January 14 would be deeply appreciated. , . 

DGB/tja ; · · 
Enclosure 

Docid:32989553 Page 191 

Very truly yours, 
' 
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RfS?flCTED CU TEAC ... 

Prof:-Riha's Disappearc:u1ce 

Shrouded in Mystery and Silencs1 

Early on tilt: morning of 
~larch 17, Pro!. Thomas R1ha's 
briefcase stood open amid 
JOOks and papeu :\oatlercd on 
be desk in Ius study at the t:ni
:ersily o! Colorado. 

11Us was unusm.1l, for J~ih3 
was )g&own as an orderly aud 
organiud man, one who d1dn 1 
!eavl· tlung..'> at )()o<;t- ffids. 

But unu-rual thJr.g!\ wrre 1'1<'• 
currmg 1n the Ji!e o£ R1h.1, -10, 
• rcSPl"Cicd pro!e.sor o! Rus· 
>ian histllry al Ct;. 

The most unusual o! ilie~f' 
was that he was dlS3£it>t>annsz 
- droppu~G out o! Sight !rom h" 
home, ius Uni\'CrsJty, his frienus 
l.nd his rcl"tiws. 

Did he do tnis by his own 
choosL•g? Did he want to disap
pear? 

Or, dld something else hap
pen to Riha? 

Is he dead? Alive? 
II he is ahve, where ;. 11<• 

\Vhat is he domg? 
Mys:ory buffs would be!ie\·e 

!hat wbon a university pro!c,;. 
sor disappears, police would 

... • slruggle lor an answer to the 
rid~le. But il oohre have stru~· 
gled, there Is little ev•dence of 
It In the strsnr.e case ol Riha. 
VAGUE ANSWEIIS 

A De<!\ er Post reporter re
ceived vague an.-<rrs from o!il
cers. There is tall: ol other 
agencies - unirlcntif1Nl - re
porting Riha to be "ah\'O and 
well"- some·• here. 

llut which agencu!S? No one 
will .. ,. 

Enrlfer on that strange 
March morning: - a ~londay -
Pro!. Roborl Skoll>c1m. who 
shared the CU study w1th Rm• 
rccci\'ed a telrphonc call frtml 
a woman in l)('nvcr. She w"nt
cd to remind lliha al>1ut an un· 
portant appointment he had 
!hat day \.·ith lhc U.S. lmmi~r•· 
-lion Servtce in O.n\·er. 

Skolheim placed a memo tll 
this el!~ct on Riha's desk ar.d 
lei! to meet his classes. 

AI noon. Riha laded to at· 
lend a ;chedulcd faculty me<>t· 
in g. 

Later !hat afternoon, a tiO'n· 
an lelephoncd. telhng a """"' 
lary !obe wanted to pick ur. 
Riha's briefcd5e hocause 1ht 
professor had bren taken to a 
hospital alter brinP, inJured in a 
fall. 
NEVI-::R APPEAREll 

The v..oman n~ver appeared 
No ho-"Pilal record lor Riha has 
been found. 

The concern for Riha renfly 
· began building when he laded : 

to meet his classes at CU on 
Tuesday, March 18. A worried 
CU starr member notified ~Irs. 
Riha's attorney, '~ho contaclf'd 
Boulder police. 

Page 192 

( ,r'tn ... , C'\ '!D;!/H.-d t h r 
grounds nnd pccrrd throu~:h the 
Windows of the modest Hiha 
hou;e at 1055 6th St. in Boul· 
d~r. whtrc Riha had been liv .. 
in~ atune ~mce hts estrange(( 
WJ(e m~'\"t•d to a Bo~~'der hofel 
more than a \'reek be!orc. Po
lice talked to neighbors and, ev. 
idently hndmg notlung ami.,, 
sooulert. 

Bv tho end o! that week, there 
ttiU was no information on 
Riha's; whereabouts. But the ti 
tle to his car had been a.signed 
to "' Denver couple. Aud a 
Boulder real estate firm had 
J"C{"ei'vcd a Jetter authorizing 
R:ha's n(lph~w. 7.dNiek Ccn·e
ny or llcnver. to sell the ltiha 
hr.me. On bot' d()('uments was 
UtC' si~•laturc. Thomas Riba 
not;.r' f-d '" r!'o~rr-.ra. 

\1 ll'l~ 'arm Unti' ~nu· of 
H;t-,a :- art v.orks. appra1SJ-d at 
$l!),60.t,, knnv. n to h:we been in 
hiS hou<e the prevrous '""'k· 
rr'ltt.>ri m a workroom at the 
Drn\'er Art ~tuscum and were 

!recorded o!licially as a gift to 
the museum !rom a Dcnve1· 

1woman. 
In the next two months. most 

•of Riha'5 househ()ld pos:tessions 
::tnd the b()(')ks and papers m h1s 

1 o!!1c~ had b<'<'n tran•fcrred to a 
house in Dcm·er J he; home in 
l!ouldrr had bro•n sold. I.Ritcrs 
and rherks appeared, s1gned 
Th1J01.t~ Haha. His credit card 
wns usM (or the purchaS<" o( 
'rvrr~l thousand dollars m 
m~reharo<hse in the Denver an•o. 

O:rc ol the typed letters. dalo-d 
\larch 30 and signed v.ith 
H:ha's name. v.a., po.~markt-d 
Apn! 8 at Montreal, Qurht"C 
~1u" IN~rr was sent to a Boul· 
dcr insur~nce >gency, request-
1.1~ canccllattoo of an msuran<.'t' 
r-ol!cy on R:ha's Volkswa~co. 
which the writer said had been 
sold. 

But v.we the signatures rcail)' 
flu)S,r r,f Hiha? 
l'lltli'EilTY Q~ESTIO!\ 

It s the handling ol Riha < 
prOjV'rty. includmg the wnrh 
o! art, that particularly bothers 
:hl' proh:ssor's friends and rcla
IIH·~. mcludinv. hts mother m 
'ir!'many, They claim he 
\\•H.udn L ~i\'e Ut> some i>£ hts 
;.•, .. H ,..,tons. that the)' were tU) 
d\'';rt(')him. 

On SL'pt. 30, Riha was di .. ·orced 
!rom Ius wile, IIana, on her 

.counlt•r<'l;um o( cruelty. Riha 
• w;1o:.n t in court. Before the di· 

hrc·~· w,to,; ~ranted. Rinn's attor
, lrl'Y qucMioned the authl"nticity 
u( lctt••rs hr. had bC£'0 ft<"Civing 
·o~.·tth Hilla s stgnature. Tll<' 
l;t\\'\'l'f urr.t-d a court clnrihca· 

: taun ()( ~hr athlfOtly's n·~pon· 
!--thrl•l~("' Inward Rtha so I hat tilt" 

, proh•s ... or'.!-. lc~.11 rtghls wouldn't 
b~ "p(•rm:111rntly and unjustly 
:,;1r'r 1ru1·f! • 

' . 

.r::>·· 
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• e I~ R:na ;n,t HIUla llru,kovn ~·. l'~tthM-, sr~ to!~ pol1oe Mf<. \'!SA NOT 11>\'IIL\""'1 •Pf>ltH:enoNI~T' 
In New York t:lly >lll•rt:) belo:e llihl: .,..-,•t a 1.1 ~ .it.t~n . :n~l R•c•lhng th;s m :-<1!-t...,_ ltJha's ' "ll<ll,:t~~:> •t CU tn<i 

'he took a grUUJI of profCS.\OrS h•r Vi l!lplrt•d an:f tlldt 'lght tc!cpho:>e CO tlon, bls CW~ frocnds de<qji.Jc tile 
M a tour of H~.s.ta. l:t the sum- tht! lrr:nub .1on authcr1t1es In , HC"~()sin said thC" tr(h.. at the proff!3Scr as a P<"rf~C'llomst m 
mer o£1968. On his retum to the Denver had been c .. lied Riha loome that mr.ht "bad aU thln~s _ lnclud1n~ h• • .,.,.,1• 
United Stah-s taLer t!1al sum,..: A~ked for her hkr.t:fH:at ion. •nothmg to do with Mrs. Riha'.s Jr-8 and speaking. Hrha .,.a, U:t' · 
mer Rlb.a. again saw Ifana. in . tb.l woman said 1t was in her . v1sa status. author or :reveral scho~rly 
&.is' country on 3 student vtsal ear parked oul~tde- the Rih:~ : ''There was nothing urgent books ::md ltarncd WatiSC!s, 1 
from her homeland 1n Ctcch<>- bouse. But •he rould produre . about her sta:us. nothzng pres.•· ~nd was aware of tl•e nuances! 
$lov:tkio. Riha, then l~. also! only an JUmoi.!f dnwr', hcen::.o.! ing, no imminent deporlalion, ,. of his native ton,::ue. as wrll as , 
WAS of Crech origin, !:(.-coming .•t th• Ytlloor. ll<lm•. lhe orll· ,Rer.osin said. •hose of Engl"h, Russion. Ger·i 
a naturaliztd U.S. citizen and: 1 Hegosi.• said he ""' told by man and French, each or 
~lvlng uls univer.lty edUCo·l "'" found Mrs. Riho "In an evf. ! Mrs. Riba during the lelephon•· which he spoke fluently. 

1 tlon in this counlry. 1 dent traumatic state." call that night that she had gone lk~pil<! t!:e;e many pcrp!•~· 
I On Oct. 13, 1958. !lana and ' A!l-.r talking with Mr>. lliha, tn b.d and h<>g•n to "cnse a ., . ,

1 
'd 

tThr)mi'l'l) Y"l'r~ married In a late' the oHk~rs returned to her ~tran~c odor. As it became m~; Sl ~uatmns: 0· ICial (')ffi 
1 • afternoon C<'n.•mony at the t:n1·, home, where th!!y found a J8f of ~tronger. sP~ bceam~ very UJ). ~·t·m~ nr.\ too ~nrt•rcf;h.'d in C:r~ · 

tariml Church in Dou!der. At a I ether and •everal cthcroS<Jal:cd set and .carted scrc:mung, tilink lng 0~1 w lOt 0Pt"'ned to R• ·" 

l wt-ddill~ re<.'1.:pt!on that ev·.mn6 gau"' "~ads b tile bedr,wers in !ng shC' was beir.g oY~r~me by - cnnd_lng out fvague a~SlL"~ ls 
a:~t the Ulack Uear lnn in Lyon~. he:- Wdru !'11. These itJ:tns later ,some rhetnical. a~ccs ~t :s SCI ety Of ~ma 

leo!o., Thom•• o.~vlous!y was were turned over to her lloul· ln Nev.· York City, where sh< 0 any ·nowlodJ:• of tl•e man. 
lo\'trjoyed. Cros.,lng ~" arms de< at\or:w:y, G~rald Caplan. is employed at a bank. Ml':\ Nearly s rr.ooth alter R~ •• 
1a~.d c!a.<pln• tllem at !be elloow "Having mve•tio·,f.td thzs I Riha said recently that the disap;>e..-ed, ll• . Jcxcph Sm•· 
' , ' · "' ether in her room c•me !rom loy. then prcsidPnt <>! n: . ..... 1 
':>.'J if rockli'g a crddk>, he: went m:"J:tttr for over an h(')ur and : th~· ve~·• Ar un::lt1" tf1c) "__.rON:. he con!acte<! .. n:!iL~b ~~ sourC'C'~:" ' 
' mouN! the room C3lliug out ex. lrr"l.ng r.o t VJdence of foul - u• " "''" 
!uberanUy Ulat the mamage play," the olli<-crs smd in their• door. IR W• •hington ond was tol~ : 

"
•• "lor all life." t " t · d "- R h . ,,_ h·~· .•·s •-M-. ~··-- ; that Riha was .-le. but was Jn· • 
u.;. ret..or • we ;u VIC(' nu .,. 1 •3 .r--.. u~-;u ~""'" ~r a.,le to Jearn whrre ~ profN·· 

·-~lOflga n..~~errecweopmlloaan· :.~rS:t~ ~~~~r~~~=~ ~:.~. assured her! ' pea!('"~,n~_wa!i~:~~}I cr~; SQI" was or the ClfCUmstar• ,, , 
u~ ........ I sua • ,. .... """' !a • • e I of hb dlsappearnn<e. 

;£erred to toter by R1ha as A police check that same his shaving de!£, his writill!! • 

'

"Colonel" - with whom Rih• morning "ith the National mull, even Ius suit(s). l'vo j This past "•'•'k. • CU spoke,. 
discussed at length the bringmg Cnme ln!ormalion Center lndl· not heard from hnn •! aU, · man sazd thete'• been no 
of his nephew, Cerveny, to <ated Mrs. R1ha wasn't among tram tile Ume he~isappeare-.!." I further mquiry •hca: lli~a •t 
thls country. Cerveny then wa> .~-ns in the United Stal<!s j(.. A,.... .. ed from ·'-p bv. a tel•· .: the le\fl of thP nnl\'et>IIY ad· 

Y""'...... ·~ ~ 1mWistralion. 

l
in V>enna alter flceins !rom legally, the officers said. p!>onc call on the mght of the I 1 l'raguc in lhzssian-oecupied This was ~.c subst.,nce of the,· disturbance at the l!ir-'l home r In Roulder, Cap\am Sp.<r 
Czechoslovakia. nll•ccrs' report. accord~ to 

1 

"'"' John L. Todd, d.istr'cl dl· :says: 
• .mMmED TO U.S. Police Capt. Willard Spier of rector of the U.S. Immigration "My undeNtandlng ls that 

I About a month later, Cerveny lloulder. who dedincd to per· . and Naturalitation Scrnce Riha dzsappeared of his own ac. 
was admitted on temporary mfl a Post reporter to cu,nme fiNS) In Venver. • ·~r had 1<>-l!nd 1hcre IS • 
status \o the United Slates as a thc report. l!e relayed vcrbaUy The call concorned the dis. • no use wasting llmr lool:1ns for 
Czech refugee, through ar- ooly those p1trts ol the report hlrb>nce, Todd ••id 1n a rc- h1m ju5t .. a 1111-'SIR~ pe!"'<ln. 
rangements which Cerveny raid he COil.'lidPred pertinent, saying cent lnlervie\T. Thoro's no ""pli.' O" o' l<•ul p!dy 
were entirely nor:nal and rou- llle r<st consi•ted o! ' ·personal "! don't recall whn It carne lillY ~lace. " 
tine. comments o! the officers." from and what "'"' said • • . Ilut po:;ce 1.1. Ralph Ruzirl:a 

Rlha's plans lor a m•rriage ODOR ST!tONG The caller was lr.lormed \hal say:> in. !louldor· "Wc'\'e bern 
"for all lile" d1dn't take root. 'll.c odor of ether ellngir.g· awropriate lnquiri., would be •.old lby ·an •ll'·ncy'J not to 
ShaUerlng lor bim and his wJe to Mrs. Ril:a ?las so mrong tilot made.' ' worry. llut when uo talk to 
were event! at their home early windows In fr.e Wil«:n bo""' C.u.LED NEPIIF.W Rlha's f;zends and asSOCI• te< 
on the morning ol March 9. had to be opened, Mrs. Wil<on and hear the facts. they eon't 

At nboul 12:30 a.m., guest! =~lied. On the night of !.larch 13. <tand up lui(Jc•!:y, and r;e get 
! wt:re :euviJ1g a party at the Akld i\!rs. Wil~n spoke of 1:i.'-~• ..,.,qz ~i D,c.;,-.:c• -..-..::= ti~· .... orriecf RJ!·tm." 
•home of CU Prole=r Richard angt) vo1ces ri•i~ in the entr<· phooed his nephew to come He ~lmed to lc!cr.ti\y the 
and Mrs. WUson. next door to wav to her bome as her bus· ar.d """ him, Cerveny, Rilla's agoncy '4hich provided the as-1 
the R.has. One of the guc<ts, balid confronted l!iha who was nephew, said. Thb was the b<t •urouce >bOut 1\lha. 

I Pr · R be t 11 time he saw his ur.ck, Cerveny C;.!SSOr o r anson, saw demanding that his wile be sent .,Ud. t:nul Cervrny !•led ,. mi<>ing 
Mrz.. Rlha s~nding at a lint- 'be~ck tJ) his home. f":"r.,oru report on tris unde Oct. 
noor window In her home, Riha 's voice w.,. "angry, bcl· r On the night 01 Sundey, %.3. thr Boulder pootcc had noth· 
Oalllllg her arms and crying lor ligerent and ltl~htcned" as he March 16, Ccr·veny stid, • !Jon. in' oiiiCial on !1:,· lllha dr<>p-
hclp. tf<lld Wils<ltl that the woman •

1 

\'rr womuo !tlephoned him poaraoce m their Illes, l\uz1cka 
Snow ''"" still on the ground ho h d 11 and said Riha wa5 gone and Jd 

H d ••- R h "' 3 ca ed pollee was ~•n't ha·- a •bance •.o tal" In •• · a:: anson race to u"' 1 
• M intelligence agent ~~ t1:<: U.S. ""' •• ' • ' Ho•"""r. Mis. Joyce Lcbra, 

lhonso and puUed MN. Rib~ out Army. that >he was armed and him. Cer/CO)' \?as told he •n .usociatc prolc:-.or of history 
the window. A &trong ooor of lhe WllsoM were In danger 11 -.ould be he3ring !rom Rlha at CU. say" that a b 0 u t I'> 
what he thought wos chlor(). I they didn't return his wUe, Mrs.. and would get his uncle's po"· w<oek> alter lhha dl. appeared. 
form cltrn& heavily to Mrs. Wilson said. IV•l•on firmly re· ; ·er of attorney. He also said he >lle ar.d !our CU prnfcs:rors 

~P.iba. !used this de.r,and. ordering Ri· was adv~ to say that he ~.we inl~rmation about R:ha to 
. With the ald of Wilson, Han- ha out or hL< house shorlly be- knew where his uncle had go:te Broider Patrolman Donalu lson took lhc distraught woman fore polic• arrived. and the Riha's leaving .l.lps, wbo filled O<Jt a form at 
to ~ WUson """"'· In a 2 a.m. emergency teko· stemmed from his imJ>Pnding L'>e Lebra home. Miss Lebra 

l POLICE ARRIVE phone call medc at the Wilson div.:rre. •••d sb< lUis heard notilin.~ from 
.4. Boulder pollee car soon home, Mrs. R•ha talked that SIG:-IATURE IN llOURT Boulder police after making 

pulled up to !he Riha house, morning with David Hcgosin. a ~ signature. Thomas Riha. ' this report . . 
\lith Patrolmen Douglas J. Dor· longtime friend and attornov ln •Ill""'-rs on at le.,t three docu· 1 Cervenv sa\< l'l<·n·,er Dtlcc-
scy and Dale Stange, who said New York City. • ments witnessed ia Denver by it1ve l'hiliip \'zlialovo• to!d him 
pollee bad been called by an- ! Apparenlly tcrrined, Mrs. ~ two notaries public after his ' he has hecn in'••rrnrd that "re-
oU>er "~mon In tile !Uh> house. Riha took fro• h disappearance. Shown a sri n/ <poiiSlble per.;ons" h:ovc &aid 

· ~·a L~ therr o!loclal rer-<>rt, t~ of· _ ·in ___ ,,_,_ b . ,;n~- e~J~~ six yhoto(!raphs, amor.g which Rlha i< oil n~ht aud th•t the 
1,J ccrs ga,·e tnts version or p·t~.";7r.d fur ;.;m.;.";;. to ~alillim.---·was ~ recent p~ot.;: ortiui'li, ~fiCI5i>ii<=ei"f'Ollce tl<porlln<J~t 1,n·t 

~vents: I The call was made, with Mrs. no!anM couldo I prck out lt1ha able ro proceed w1th the search 
TI.e woman met t~.em ln front . Riha sobbing as she told R•g<>- as the person who signed the c.,. Rmo. 

oltbe Riha house and told them . h d h pa~rs. Denver polz're. nciPct•'ve .\like M Rih d · I"" w at ha appened, Also r• rs. a ha locked herself 111 talking wiU1 Hegosiu during the l!eceived In Boulder and Allegretto ••Y~. ~ncoor:ogrd 
'hcr bedroom, from whicn ether h .!Denver all<!r Rilla's disap~ar. ..Cerveny to Ill•· a m_i<szn• ~r-lumes were coming. When she all-hour ronvcrsation wore I . ,... I t I' I Oc' '';,, 
' and Riha tht<!atencd to break 'Wil•on, Hanson • nd l'alrolmanl lanre, letters Signed with hiS , >OilS comp azn on •••a t. ~ 

Dorsey. Al!tr the C31! wos com· I .name contain gl•ring mis<pell· I with Boulder Jltllic·e. 
the bedroom door, the woman lp!etcd, pohre lett Mrs. Riha in: 'irtgs, some awkward gram. I "The nr:<t day."' All('gictto 
said, Mrs. Riha went to the ; · _, 1 nt:tfical express1005 and an it\- .s:aid ... Houh1tr pohcc told us 
wln6ow Md started scr<aming. jibe cu;tt .. y 0 lhc llan.<ons, who d I'' 1 th f'lllt ld t• 1 r 

.took her briefly to thP Rlha accurate ad rcss ror hi ~ hum~. 1a e . o :1rm a arcet 
In her CO:IVersatlon, the offi· 1 home to gel some of her A teller written in Czech to "" . about R1b3, lh'o.'anse \hey knew 

<>ers •aid, the woman tried to jclothes. They thPn accompan· ncphow doc•n't obser>·e thP :where i>e w'" and that ht W3s 
give the lmp......,lon she was ln it•d hrr to the llould<r:uio IIO· nicctic• ol Riha's not1ve ' I><"'< h. ! alive •nd well. ' tho Riha house thnt ni~ht "" a 
pcraon 1n 1111 olliclal capacity I lei. where she Mnyrd untU she Cerveny said. 
nod had somelhln!: to do with left ll<>ulder wilh her ount 
tll<l· !mrnigraUon autho:itle• In IA~ril S fnr N•w York City. 
D<lnver . .llut $he couldn't pro-
<lr!c::JtRY ldontl!ictiHo.,, 
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FBi: ;OSI'MO~ . .• . • 
But the Fin here s~ It 

hasn't jurisdiction in the case. 
This was determined when two 
inquiries were made as the rc· 
sult of anonymous phone calls 
received here by the Ff•. April 
3 and again in Septemb~r. John 
F. Morley, :~ssistant agent in 
charge. says. 

Inquiries made by the FBI. 
Morle) s.,id, were based on the 
fact that a man bad been re
lported missing "under unu~.ual 
, circumstances." 
1 "We've placed no restrictions 
ion any other investigative agen· 
;cies in the arra to det.er:nin~ i! 
:there is any violation over 

\
which the) may have local in· 
vestigahvc juns.dlction lin the 

IRih& case)," Morley said. 
· "We know nothing about h!m 
(Riha \ ,'' ~ Central Tntrlligence 
Ag~ll<'Y 1<'1,\) spokesman in 
Denver said. "As far as we 
know. Riha lcfl volunlarily. W<> 
have nothing ~o do with 1he man 
He has no comact with our 
agency:• 

" .. 

l!owevcr, ('!• Profe~~·r ~lr 
pllCll Ftst"her-t.aiati repo)rtr.J hr 
was told by the CIA f'ar!y iast 
April that Rilla \VBS ~ale and 
ha.Q left voluntarily. fi,;c;ter· 
Galati a\~ said he wrote the 
U.S. Justi-ce Department April 
V and was told "the matter bas 
' bee/) referred to proper govern· 
·ment authorities." 
NO REPLY 

He has received no reply to 
a Dec. 6 letter, directed to the 
same department, FIScher
Galati said. 

Also disclaiming any know!. 
edge of the Riha case is Todci. 

1 of the immigration service 
I (INS) here. 
! ·"l know nothing about Riha," 

I
Todd said. · 

But a close friend of Rina·~ 
says he contacted the INS twkr 

1 about Riha-once in :\lay or 
1 Jun<•, when he was told that Ri· 
ha was alive; and the sce<tna 

I time in the fall, when he 3Sked 
; whether Riha still werr aliH· 
and there was n<l an.cwer. At 
this time. Riha's fn,·Prl <aid, h~ 
was told bv the INS "'lot to be 
interested'; in the Riha ~as~. 

U.S. Armv Militarv Intelli· 
gence "has 'never been official
ly involved in lite Riha case.'' 
said-CoL Lynn Fritchman, com
manding officer, U.S. Army Re
gron 4, MilitarY lntelligence 
Group in Dcnv~r. 

Riha's friends rlon't know 
; what to believe-hoping the 

l , vague assurances they have re-
\ 1 ceh·ed arc valid and that Rih'l 

:mother, Mrs. Ruth Ann Cook, 

I, seeking information about her 
son. The Mkr was directed 
i personally to :icot~ Werner, FBI 
I agen in charge here. She hasn't 

I heard from her son. 
As they spoke warmly of 

\Riha just recently. his close 
friends - many of U1cnl refu. 
gees from Europe - seemed 

·to be trying to build with words 
:the image of the man they 
wanted to sec again: 

"Hiha :ell positivP.Iy more an 
, American ... as a Czech. H~ 
I have quite biller memory as a 
; youth of the German occupa· 
linn (during World War II). 
Riha probably developed a ~e•'P 

·sympathy for the Russian liP· 
· era tors. But he missed the -?art 
when the Communists take-over 

' ! becauge he had come to make 
his home in the U.S. by this 
time\ . 

"So simple a man, he coulr! 
fit any place. 

, ''He wAs very illusionary ; . . 
· an idealistic dreamer . . a J!h. 
: eral-thinking man. But I deny \•<' 
wa~ a sympathizer of com-

, munism. He was a man whn 
:adored everything that was It a. 
: ditionally rational. · 

•·Riha was a vefY reliable 
, man. You could build a cathe· 
;oral on his word." , 
I Another friend said of RiM: 
: "He was an extremelv otien 
i man. He made the impression 
1 
of an absolutely frrc man . . . 

I
. not scared of anything. He had 

1 
made it In li!e. He was a top 

1 professor in his line . . . 
i healthy ... a ianiasiic c~ok. 
His art pieces were valued in 
the thousands. He had a big li
brary. He was a charming man. 

"Riha was a nihilist. an athe
ist who just yearned for sqme 

!kind of ... " 
Riha's friend paused. consld·. 

·- erl.'d, and then. quite simply, 
added thP on~ word,.''God.'' 

• • 

;.,.,.-~·· lo'flfBff.\Wur"i~~~ ._......-r . .....-__...,...,_-, ......... _...,.,_...,.,__, .. ,_...,..,..,.,.._,,'""",_ __ f 
alive and welL But they 

on't know. 

f Many of them came to this 
1 country from totalitarinn tyrar.· 
: nics in Europe. and they ask: 
j "How can it happen. especially 

in this country. that a man <·an 
disappear and nothing can he 
known about him for alrno~l a 
year?" 

From Germany early this 
month came :r letter writltn :11 
I the FBI in Denver by H•:.~ < 
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t.\AY 19~2 fOITION • 
GS4r. OfH. HO. J'JO. 27 \"'(,J/ 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Tolnn • 
l't•l.c'·'"h __ _L_ 

M en1orand·um a;·; >]t•·n· --;.-'.:..
··'-ltr_...L~--

f !.J);~::----
• co\J.m!!'," --

Con red __ _ 

Mr. Bishoprf.·3 
F'clt __ _ 
Gale __ 

DATE: 1/15/70 Ro;en __ _ 

' / .· 
I . / 

Sulhvan __ 
Tavel __ 

~ " /}. M. ;::.~ .. . Tpnes 
I .Ct../j 

Soyars--·
TPlP. RCJil"i --
Holmes __ _ 
Gandy __ _ 

THOMAS RIHA 
INFORMATION CONCERNlliG 
(SINO-SATELLITE) 

Rememo of 1/13/70 from Mr. Gr.ay to M-r. Sullivan 
wherein it was recommended and approved that Crime Records Division 
orally advised Congressman Donald G. Brotzman (R-Colorado) that 
we have -conducted no investigation regarding subject's disappearance 
and have no knowledge of his whereabouts. 

\. 

Robert Tonsing, Administrative Assistant to Congress
man Brotzman, was furnished this information orally on 1/14/70 by / . : 
Inspector Bowers in the Congressman's absence. Mr. Tonsing was.;~"/.r .. :; 
most appreciative of our prompt handling of the matter and asked if__..{./ 1 l 
we would send the Congressman a letter confirming this information. 
Enclosed is an appropriate letter. 

RECOMMEN'"DATION: 
-. v That the enclosed letter be sent. 

- 1-/s--?a \<£V ~~ (lv""iJ " 
' - ~ 

. 

1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
1 - :r.l(r. Bishop - Enclosure 

-~ (·.· :: i r··' 0 ~,.,..,.:"-.:,, ''"' ·.·.~-~ •: ·"':..· ·' 
[ .,.t'"r P• 1 .• 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Gray - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Malmfeldt - Enclosure 
1 - M. A. Jones - Enclosure 

~ / • ·r:o:_., 1 • r 

~·\._.!())\_ · 1 / ::_:';,; >C$ 197Q 

~ '( ~'"":.~-· 
. "· 

' 

1 - Mr. Bowers - Enclosure 1 (.,.. 
. ' ~ 
\•" ... \.,.-

DWB:mjl ~.' ·...._;; , 
Tqg~ docmnent is prepared ~n response to ]JOU'}' :equest an;~ ~s not for <'f:isse?)Ji- ,: , .. 
natwn 0 ., .. R;1r-! 1'0?•r Cor;nn~ttee. Its uBe '18 lmnt(';d to of,~czal p;-oceechng( by 
your C·nnnJ' '·~e a':'IJ the content 1nay not oc d-isclosed to unautJwrized pedwn-
nel without the express app1·oval of the FBI • / ~, .. -· 7 ;;.· .?~.·)· { 

--- ----· 0 ::; - ;; _...4;J' ~ ~ 
~·s--t~~~r 

' -, 
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•!soa ----· 
Loc:ch __ _ 

.!l o:· rs ----
•h! ___ _ 

s: .o~---
:·.prJr __ _ 

:!!••hen ---

;lt~---

·"'----.- ·<.n ___ _ 

ri!~w: n ··---, ..• _:! _____ _ 

kiOll{f:i:'&at~la I;:o.lllll,:l (t ~ ~9:r!>tZ1T!ail 

Hr:use of i'\eprc.sen.tatiV'es 
":"'=r..:"l,_., ...... ;v .rl"t ...... y·~ C"; ~~-)Slf~J r'; •. l..;.l.;..;Ul~":) .Ou1 ..._,. • • - ... v , 

·e 
0 

Thi.s \'n.ll confh·D.1 in.forr:::mtkm orally .fur
.ni..c;he;l on Jantmry 14th to you.r A(:~mln.ist:raUv~ .Assi.st?.nt, 
·1\i!.. ).-r.'r·l~Art '.t.· . .,"·Hsl·nc.r hr ,-:-,.;,r .,.er•rea~'rlrat•v~ in rr5l"PH·S 1:o -.~ • .1. • t.V _ ..,~_ •'. - t:;:' V:f l'~·~ - .·._~ '··-..... 4. ! # _..,."' •• . 

to vm.:r letter of .Jru::.-..:rary ~>th 1'7hkh t.gn_s rGferred to this 
Bu~eau. for .han:..lli:ag by the Attorney Gf-;neral. · · · · 

The FIH has ~onducted no irlV€stigation "'Z', 
concerning the dlsappearrulco cf nr i 'l'ho;::n.as IHim since "'
iile:re is l1Ci ir~.::~i=~a.ti.on of vtclaiion v!_ailY ~~tc~le1·c"tllaw 
within o~rr ji.tri::Ei.ictkm.. We hava un k..rlo~~·leJge concerning 
n·r. ::ti11a 's VlhOl~O?..bouts. . 

The Denver :FDI :Field Oifice has bi}eu 
; •.. .n,-,;-.i-?t•l- ',•:ii·!l n~ n.;~,at.:::. ~;~c·'"-;..191" '.ol" .-· ~ o"''f~-.~·r.. ,:; ~ .. · ,-. n~ai"'t:li 
.c....fl vv-•""...._t., .. ..., -. ~ :. • .;.'-A.'.l •~'" ..1.- •c..L -- ~............... ..\,....,.~, '""''··• "&J l:-~ .-..,v 

.. .. • • • •t .. J.- ....... 'i a ~.:nl.S::nng pen~ on nonce cc.nce:rnmg nc.r son m ~n.e, ruc~s 

of ou.r lden.tifica.tio:n X:ivi.s1on. '.rhis !)fh~i'" was dt3clined. 

Si11.cerely yours, 
J:. Edgar Hoover 

1 Denver Field Office 
1 Mr. DeLoach (detached) · 
1 Mr. Bishop {detached) 
1 - Mr.; Sullivan (detached) 
1 - Mr~ /Gray (detached) 

1 
1 
1 -

\ ~ ;g; -/}/'~"" 
l!r~ / r 

Mr. Malmfeldt (detached) 
M. A. Jones (detached) 
I'/.ir. Bowers (detached) 

R£C- 94. 

NOI'E: SeeM. A. Jo~1es to Bishop memo dated 1/15/70, captioned 
Riha, Information Concerning, (Sino- Satellite). " , . , 
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.. :u~ITED STATES GO~J.J1-..N:tvfENT 

lfllernorartduni 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI (105-78256) 

DATE: 
1/15/70 

SAC, DENVER (105-415l)(C) 

SUBJE {{! /fioMA[~IHA, aka. 
\_/ IS - CZ . 

·~ \ ( \ J 

Re Denver letter to the Bureau, dated 12/29/69. 

Enclosed herewith is a letter of acknowledgement 
to subj.ect 1 s· mother, Dr. RUTH Al'JN COOK, to a·ckno-vlledge · 
her letter of 1/11/70. 

·Also enclosed are 5 copies of an LHM, which 
sets out Mrs. COOK's letter to the Denver Office of 
the FBI and I I ~------------------------~ 

~ '-.../_.-"- Bureau 
2· - Denver 

LDN/lld 
(4) 

JFK Act 6 I 1 I (B) 

iJJ 
(Enc. 6)(RM) 
(1 - 105-4151) 
(1- 47-3190)(TANNENBAUM) 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 

UNITED STATES DEPAH.Tlv1ENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDEH.AL BUREAU OF II'<VESTJGATION 

Denver, Colorado 
January 15, 1970 

THOM~AS RIHA 
Also Known As 

Thomas Andrew Charles Riha 

The following letter dated December 29., 1969, was 
sent by the Denver Office of the ~'ederal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) to r.~rs. Ruth Ann Cook. 'l'his communication ackno\?ledged 
the receipt of her letter dated December 5, 1969 1 received by 
the Denver Office on December 10, 1969, concerning the disap
pearance of her son Thomas Riha. 

Mrs. Ruth Ann Cook 
Ca.sa Lido 
Brissago, Ticiuo CH-6614, SWitzerland 

Dear Mrs~ Cook: 

This is to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
dated December 5, 1969 concerning the disappearance of your 
son Thomas Rihao 

Please be advised that the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation has no jurisdiction in matters of this nature 
and we are not able to conduct an active investigation 
concerning your son~s disappearance. 

At your request we will place a Missing Persons 
:Notice with our Identification Division in Washington, D. C. 
If you desire us to do this, please advise. 

Very truly yours, 

SCOTT J o WERJ."'illR 
Special Agent in Charge 

·;& 
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. ··~ ce 
Thomas Riha 

On January 13, 1970s the Denver Office of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation received a letter from 
Dr. H.uth Ann Cook~ 6232 Neuenhain/Taunus, Sophienrulle 14, 
Deutschland, dated January 11, 1970, and addressed to 
Mr. Scott J". Werner, Special Agent in Charge of the 
Denver Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
This letter states as follows~ 

"Frankfurt - (Illegible) 
"General Hospital 
11Jan. 11th 1970 

"Dear Mr. Werner, 

"Dr. Ruth Ann COOK 
"6232 Neuenhain/Taunus 
"Sophienruhe 14 
"Deutschland 

"Thank you so much for your kind 
reply of Dec. 29th to my letter concerning 
T. Rihais disappearance. 

"Thank you also for your offer of 
placing a Missing Persons Notice in Washington 
D. C. for me. 

"My sole concern is of course for my 
sonrs safety a.nd well being - but in view of 
the information which ha.s reached me recently 
on rumors of my son's CIA worl~ and some strange 
happenings at his home in March 1969 I do 
not know. whether it is in his best interest 
that I should request s~ch a Notice. 

'! am very sick, Mr. Werner with 
double pleurisy a.nd have lost-since I wrote 
you-due to my sickness one eye sight - having 
only barely recovered after cancer. 

'~ wish I could talk to you and 
ask your advice - in this grievous matter. 

"Perhaps when I recover shall I 
come to Denver to seek your counsel. 

"Thank you once more 

"Is/ Ruth Ann Cook. 

- 2 -
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'.rhomas R:i.ha 

On January 15, 1970, the following communication 
was sent by Scott J. Werner, Special Agent in Charge, Denver 
Office, 'E'BI, to Dr. Ruth Ann Coc!i in response to the above 
letter: 

1~~· ... ~--# ~ • 

-~;( 
Dr. Ruth Ann Cook 
6232 Neuenhain/Taunus 
]}:~-~b.len.ruhe ;t1:·~· :·-:,~~·-~-=~.~ ... .. ·r~:· .. -
Deutschland · 

Dear Mrs . Cool{: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of January 11~ 1970. 

Pursuant to the request in your letter 
I will not place a stop notice with the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation Identification Division 
in Washington, D. C., concerning your son Thomas 
Riha. 

The FBI is not permitted to provide counsel 
to individuals regarding their problems and I would 
suggest ~I you feel you need legal advice tha.t you 
contact an attorney for such advice. · 

Very truly yours, 

SCOTT J .. WERNER, 
Special Agent in Charge. 

PROPERTY OF THE FBr 
This document contains neither 
recommendations nor conclusions off 
the FBI. It is the property of' tha 
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it
and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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r .. F!>350 (R<!V, 7·16-63) . .... 

(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 
-~- -

I V'lot·,t.AN Ct15UAL A.ftOUT f/JYS''fiE!Pl' 

By FRED GILLIES ,. _ f.rioQd of the Czechoslo\·akian.~ho~n P(?· 
, Denver Post Staff Writer fessor. 
''she s~t across from her attorne\' in his Draw Blank 

downtown Denver office and spoke in an She said Riha is in :\Iontreal, Quebec, 
cf!ilar:d manner. but she has no address for him. Riha has 

"Tom <Riha) will be here sometime in made all contacts with her and she 
Jan:1ary," she said. doesn't contact him directly, she added. 

It seemed verv matter-of-fact. even cas- · Canadian immigration officials in Den
ua!. And yet !he Dem·er woman's remark ver said this week they were unable, 
came dur:r.g the inten·iew like a fitful t~1rough their extensive contacts, to io
\'.i::d ro!i!r.g ti:e hean· air of m\·sterv ~ 

I \1 l~ich f')r 1.0 months has surrounded the : 't?te Riha in Montreal or any part bf 
disap~:earance of Thomas Riha, professor · 1:anada. . . h 
of Russian history at the Cniversity of ·l\"Iontreal telephone mformahon said 
Colorado. there's no phone number listed there for 

Riha \'anished :\1arch 17, leaving no ~homas Riha. And officials at the Cni\·er
traii except what can be found in letters s1ty of Montreal say they have no knowl
.and documents which have been appear- edge of Riha. 
ing from time to time. The' authenticity Mrs. Tannenbaum said Riha was in 
of many of these papers has been ques- Denver l~te in 1vla~ and again last sum-
tinned by his attorneys. mer, staymg each time for only a day or 

R J. C fl' t two. 
e p or • s on ! c The professor Mrs. Tannenbaum said 

Riha's hous~. his car and ~is art wor~s came to her ddor at 2 a.m. one day i~ 
have been d1sposed of, With what hls May with his flight bag in his hand. Dur
friend~ c<:ll "untimely h~ste . " Fe~c>.ral ing his Yisits in ::\Iay and late last sum
~~enclcs apparen~ly have !ssued conr!Jct- mer, she said, Riha didn't contact any
m~; _reports, at ~1mes saymg they ~now one else, including his close friends or his 
~1ot~m~ about R1ha, and at other t1m~s nephew, Zdenek Cerveny. 
mchcatmg they have knowledge of h1s Riha had acted as a sponsor when ·cer-
whereabouts. . veny came from Vienna to Boulder in 

Denver and Boulder pollee say t~ey November 1968. as a refugee from Rus
have been assured. by federal agencies sian-occupied Czechoslovakia. 
that Riha is "alive and well." But they , , 
decline to identify the agencies. . To See Attorney 

The Denver woman, who has predicted · )V!rs. Tannenbaum said Rib a will be com
Riha's return hE're, apparently is the only ing to Denver this month, m;•in!y to assist 
person in the Denver-Boulder area who her in personal matters and to see the 
has said she has heard from and seen Boulder attorney invoh·cd in his divorce. 
Diha since he was officially declared Riha 's visit her(' also will serve to clear 
missing under what the FBI here up "all this innuendo,'' s<tid Mrs. Tannen
acknowlcdcres were "unusual circum- baum, alluding to what she said were im
stances." ., · plications in the news media that Riha 

"Tom rRiha) will write or call me (be.- mi~ht no lonfZcr b~ alh·c :u:d might be a 
fore he cvmes to Denver this month),'' Viclim of foul play. . 
:qid l\!r.~ C:-: • · ·y-{-; p:J:>J~Iwum. 2·18 Logan With a \\'an' of hC'r hand, :.r1·s. Ta!lllen-

i SL, who-desci"ibC"d hei·sclf as a longthhe",...ballin said she knows nothing 1J:.-E;1:-a~ 
I 

I 
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ac~&-in :rvrontre1Jl. Also adding an air of mystery to Riha's Extensive Probe '' "'' 
"I don.'t ~1ow wha~ he's doing; I never sudden departure was the discovery of "it bei'iver Dist. Atty. Mike McKevitt and 

asked hrm, she said. She added, how- place setting on his kitchen table-a cereal his staff recently entered the invcstiga
ever, that the professor must have some bowl other dishes and silverware, ap- tion, saying an "extensive" probe is under 
means of ~uppor~, because "he has money pare~tlv set there for a breakfast he way. These efforts are being coordinated 
for plane tickets. never had. with stepped-up probes of the Denver and 

1
A Perfectionist' Friends of Riha saw this unused place Boulder police departments and the Boul-

When it was mentioned that Riha's setting, when they came to the Riha _home der district attorney. 
friends had described him as a ·perfec-i :March 16 and p~en~d _through. the kitchen Last week, McKevitt said he's been 
tionist, Mrs. Tannenbaum smiled and re- window, after Rtha _failed to ptck them ~p told by the Denver police-who he said re
sponded quickly: that day for a dmner engagement m ceived their information from "two na-

Yes, she said, Riha was a perfectionist Littleton. tional sources"-that Riha is alive. Me-
-in his leaving Boulder. Then sh~ threw Seen by Others Keviit declined to name the national 
back her head and laughed With her The place setting also was observed, the sources. 
wh~le being. same day, by other friends who stopped At the request of The Denver Post, in-

Rrha left Boulder, lVIrs. Tannenbaum at the Riha house and got no response quiries about Riha have been made at 
said, "because things were pressing in on when they knocked at the door. the federal level by U. S. Rep. Donald G. 
him"-at the university and at his home, Close friends of the professor say it Brotzman, R-Colo. 
where he was living apart from his wife was his custom since he'd been living 'No Res:~uest' 
iluring di\·orce proceedings. r, alone to set hi~ place for breakfast the The FBI in Washington told the congress-
~ Early in the interview, Mrs. Tanmm- night'before. man it hasn't, and won't, conduct an in-
1\aum disclaimed any knowledrre of h1tw Could the place setting have been !here vestigation into Riha's disappearance, un
Hiha left Boulder-whether by bear, tra!n 6n Saturday, March 15, w~en. fneods Jess someone comes forward to L'1dicate 
or plane. Later, she said, without elabo- }•honed Riha repeatedly, begmmng a~ 8 that a federal offense is likely to be in
ratwn, that she picked up Riha's car at l!.m. and continuing th-oughout the d;·v volved. 
th_e Stapleton /nterna_tional Airport after .!!nd got no answer? On the sam~ d~~,' FBI officials in Denver echo this state
Riha _left Bou.d~r. Title to u~e car was Riha failed to attend a meeting of histo;; ment. They also decline to say if Scott 
transterr:.d. Apnl 1_ to _a DenYer public professors in Denver-which he had noted Werner, special agent in charge here, 
~~hoo! ~ftiCJal and hi~ Wife. The notari~ed on his calendar pad. has received a letter known to be have 
~-gP:a,ui~. Thomas Riha, was on the title Denver and Boulder law enforcem<>nt been sent to him by Riha's mother in 
ass:~nmcnt. . . authorities are examining documents in- Germany, seeking information about her 

R?l·Ls. _Tanncnb_aum said sne has known valved in the transfer of Riha's house his son. 
11a smce 194t, when her former hus- car and art wor'·s ' The Central Intelligence Agency !CIA) 

band, who was then in the l:.S. Army, N " · ~ informed Brotzman that it thinks the FBI 
helped bring Riha from Europe to the _ ew Documen,s might have some knowledge of Rlha·s 
l:nited States. She also said she knew Ne:v doc_uments and letters are turning whereabouts. But the CIA spokesman not-
Riha in Chicago, where Riha was on the up \:nth misspellings and awkward gram- ed that the agency has verified that Riha's 
faculty at the l:niversiry of Chicago from :natH?a1 expressions, similar to those found disappearance doesn't have international 
1960 to 1967. when he came to CU. m otner letters, signed Thomas Riha or implications and was "a domestic mat-

Even as l\Irs. Tannenbaum was pre- with other names. ter, in terms of the L"nitcd States." 
dict!ng that Riha would be appearinrr in Checks signed with Riha's name and The u. s. Army Intelligence Command 
Denver, there were developments suggest- purc?ases made with his credit card after denies any knowledge or imokement in 
ing that Riha had had no intention of he .dJsa~peare.d _also are being scrutinized. the Riha case. 
1ea\·ir:g his Bou!dt'r home suddenlv. Notanes puo!Jc who certified the Thorn- •AI. d W II' 
C I I N . as Riha si<mature on so f r d lYe an e 

C en a a r ote s ment" ha::e·' b<>en • me 0 ntese OC?-. But then there are conflictir.g reports 
Found R"l . , ' y snown a se of SIX f h" h . t . • . h ·• among I 1a s papers was his photographs incluct· f R .h · (:rom persons o rg m egnty m i> e 

calendar _pad. Xotations in the two weeks thev haven't been ~~f ~'1e ? k I. ta.R~hut .3oulder and Denver communities. TE-.ese 
before Riha d;sappeared · 1 d · d - .e o PIC. ou 1 a .• 
cr~ to write f~r tax form~n~~d e rem~n - as the man who signed the documents. P.:rson~ say they contacted the u. s. Ith-
and place of ap .. t t d ·;the time .• ~nother Denver notary public who cer- n1igratwn and Naturalization Sen·ice, 
rra ements The~om m~n s an a.nner, en- tilled one of the Riha signatures said he FBI, CIA and ''reliable sources" in Wash
~:de in ;d, -e entues, many of t~em was-most anxious to talk with a Denver ington last spring and early last summer 
through Apr;a;:.ceoof t~ethevent. c~ntmue Post reporter about the Riha situation and were told that Riha was '"alive and 
March ll. r~ad~·. "~~n~er ~~fo~~t~;e~i~~ !~~ th~.totary failed t~ k;~P his appoint~ well." . 
had been known to refer to Mrs Ta 1 t . tn the reporter. v'r hen contacted I In the light of these conflicting reports. 
baum as colonel . nnen- ate_r, the notary reversed his position John N. Mitchell, U. S. attornev general 

After exa~i~i~g these entries f · d ~:~mg he had "nothing to offer:" It wa~ has asked the FBI to take anotr~cr !oo:~ at 
.and colleagues of Riha say th ' tt~n s RihiS ?otary who made the certification on the Riha situation. 

e no a IOns as power of attorney conveyed in "It 
are very matter-of-fact and hardlv appear''-:it!t't'erto a Boulder att ' . a seems to me," Brotzman wrote in 
~o be those of a man who is co~templat- • orney lasL August. ~ctt.t t~ Mitchell, "that the int_ct:e.st of the 
1ng a sudden departure from his .~omi natrop. m general, and the cred-Jt~~~e 

5CB!l:lttjnb? Dtlcld: 32989553_ ,fa e ,04 
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FBLiiL.uarticular, is net wen served bv the bedcovers in Mrs. Riha's bedroom 
f'he · i)l'oliferation of a belief that Prof. Rilnr"-'-~re later turned over to her f:;;::l..:<5;.'-at
is the victim of some kind of international torney. 
intrigue, if sl:ch is not the case.'' At one poiPt, Riha wa'i rl'lmffcd by 

Eerie Prolooue 
-' 

Setting an eerie prologue for Rih.a's dis-
appenrance were rrents at his home (.'arly 
on the Sunday moming of ~\!'arch !l. abC\Ut 
a week before he was declared missing. 

~ Emerging from the Boulder police re
v port of the di<>lurbance-only parts of 

whirh have bee~ made available to 'Ihe 
Denver Post-are these h i~hlights: 

9 -::\·Irs. Harm Riha, then the prof~ssor's 
wife, was pulled ont of the bedroom win

~ dow of her home by neighbors as a s~rong 
•1 odor of ether clung to her and she was 

screaming for help. 
·-Police were cR11ed to !he Hiha home 

by ~·Irs. Tannenbaum, who police said 
was in lhe hou~e with Riha at the time 
of the incident. 

-::\'Irs. Tannenbaum met police in front 
of the Riha house apd told them ::\Irs. 
Rilla had locked herself in the bedroom, 
from which ether fumes were coming. 

'Screamed• 

neighbors. sht>iu~ring his \I if•'. whl'n he de
manded she be return('d to hi;; home. 

Just recently, a N('w York City attor
nP.y and longtime frk;nd of ?lfrs. Riha, 
said in a l:.>!rphone com·ersation from 
Xew York, "Th~r(' \Vas nothing urgent 
about :Jfrs. Riha 's vif'a status that night, 
nothing pressit1g, no imminent deporta
tion." 

It \vas this . al!orncy whom Mrs. Riha 
telephoned tl:c !iighl of the C:isturbance, 
pleading for his assistance as she sobbed 
out her story. 

From Kcw York City, where she's em
ployed in a bank. Mrs. Riha said recent
ly that the ether in her room came from 
the vents or under the bedroom door. She 
said she began screaming when she 
feared she'd he overcome. 

She ~aid her husband's iater diS?..!'J· 
pearance was "something ur.usua!," not
ing that "he lrft all his shaving sluff, 
his writing stuff, even his suit < s)." 

-When she and Riha threatene:l to The search for Riha - spanning the 
break the bedroom door, i\1rs. Tannen- nvtion, reaching to Canada ~md tiJ,..usting 
baum s~id, Mrs. Riha wrnt to the wln- into Europe - seems never-ending. One 
dow and started screamir.g. , lead seems to spawn several others and 
· -Mrs. Tannenbaum told police ::Vlrs. : much of the information ends up at what 
Riha wasn't a U.S. citizen, her visa had law authorirics and interested persons 
expired and tLe immigration authorities : term in {heir frustration "a bl<:nk wall." 
had been called. I :VIrs. Tannenbpum has said the end of 

-:V'lrs. Riha was "in an evident trau- the search will come here in Denver this 
millie state" at the neighbors' home month. 
where she had been taken. There are many persons-law-enforce-

.;;:::.'1.. .j<E, of ether and several ether- mer.t officials, Riha's friends and col
soaked gauze pads found by police·<Jn . ,J_eggues- who l10pe Riha will -md~cd ~n.-

. pear here. 
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1-lis"'refurir' will serve to clear up "all this innuendo," his frie~~:.ri-.:l. ; 
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UY ANTHO::'JY RIPLEY 
t ,)tC,ftl t~l T:tt !\tW YO.!'~ T ·mtJI: 

1 

BOULDER, Co!o., Jan. 18 ---. 
A C:tt•cl:-1·• -m a:>~c>t:i~! tc P!Ofes- . · 
:;or of H!C-~ t ·r· l I~u:;:,~:'ln lust'>r~: · 
l'l:ts cHr,:.;.rp .'\~~~·~d fro:n the t:nt
vrr.:iil .., o"f Cr)~,"'ll\l · lo Cal~,p~t:.;. 

·1 n.~dl~S ld~1a, 40 ye~lr~ 01 (~, 
''.'3<> l :>~· t. ~ - '' ;:>n ;" ll!<' J:l<nths a ·o. · 
Jlr. tc:t thf!' ur• i , · r,·~ay :1b! ~!!>L ~ ,: 
""'' .. ~nuv t•ld: nod; in:;{ ;·:itn 
: . ~;;;--:::ttl b~f't. n. ;·rly: ... ,~rrious tr~t! : 

wh:n fricnr:.;; and f:olio ~\· 
'!": , :u: ,y ll~C'Lhcr:; ;~a~· th2.t P~o-
1-· -· .(w Jdha n:ay b: Gead, pohcv 
... r:ri:t!s in ~l•l:!!r!,~r :~nd DenYrr 

.. . =- ..... .... -- ~ .. ........ ! 

-~ 

~:.td t ~-~~, f urmer p:-t:-s1rl':! 1t o!: t:1~ -~ 
uni• ,•r:.ity, ]):-. Jcs~'ilh S:11ilry, : ~ 
a!! i: .. i::~ hr i: ~Jive ' :l 

Thr.v :'a\· t!:c ~' ~1 a·•e SJXll;f.':~ · l , 
t'> r~~ponsi!-'1<' pQ",;OM in ti:r.· : 

1 J·r,!r ~ t!l Gt>Ycrn ~1 .r;,:t \\'C.o l!HY(' 
1 

• 

felt----
Gale -------
Rosen -------
Sullivan---
Tavel 
Trotter -----
Tele. Room --
Holmes 

Gandy---~-

;•:;,.;ur.-.d tl!~m of the prof~ssor'.• · ' I 
-;<lfuy. 'J h"Y' r·:!ft.scd t.o say, : 1 l (~ , 
.._:ti.u· 1:\'hlkly or pnYately, : j,'· '! The will was witr.rsd•d bv 
v>l~"> tllc>ir ::.in:,-,.~ <; v:~re. .l; 1 , .. •• -:~ Mr. Cerveny, who !at<:Jr re;:JUdl-

ln \\'.:<;!.~1\ ~''•:J , _tll r! . Fed:o~:al ~· ·;-. · ·. ,, ::-· .JI . &tc:d it jn Dcnv<..r prc:1:Jte 
Et:re. ·u <·i !;;\· :. ·:!i:atH~n. tnri J.7.1ror. 'I'l,mol<1S :Ril~a i\!rs. Galy; .. ·~·.-. ·. ~--.-'·.1 '>;-:n.n < 1 

1
court. ' 

Cr:lt•~l Tl.:dh ::; .ce Ar;cncy a::~dl -- ·-- ··-- · - -·-- 1 Anvther friend of :.rrs. Tan-
1:1e Sr":~ v~:··~- l : mr:nt <:11 d~n:v ------------;: . Jutlg;r,(;llt 5i.ill U!!p:;id : .'ncnbaum's, Mrs. Barbara Eg-
J:no;\ ,,·g : ' ii'\i.:ii lg a hour the Profcs~or R!lia's lawyer, I Fol' ::)\~·in"' hi:-. <ii:'-R.fltJQ~tance,' \ ~~!'t, 51, ~bl s_cpt. 13 ot _so-
l'tS(' and su·· · · .:. it may be a Hie hard E. Hon!~ms, of Boulder.! . ' .

1 
'r' .1 d . ro·Ir·tcr-<-u

1
·t c.tum cva:mlc pO!~onh,g. • .. . , ,.. . . . f th • • R• 1a , .., "' . • v • • • • j.,, :11 po\i.~r matt_cr. . : d.v$ h(' is Sll!;p)CJOIJs o ':·l·'trs. ·• . · ·· . re- Doth tlr·.~tns am llsted as 

: _J>;rJ: e.;~r,r R!lta, born J;t ~ r: ~n;:.tures and the h:tter~. • ~~he won 1t en s:-·v~· ;-sO and Sl!>i)iciou-; by rhc D<:11ver polke 
i p:.h !PC', cam" to 1h~ l:nittd · Tiwm.:h Mr. Hopki;.s !1as w- • c~h·cd a ~5.000 JUu-::Ment. and arc under investigation.\, 
' f ··.: ... , in i91':. H~ bccam.:J a! c:·iV"tll:.tt~~-!< c;i: ,:::>n u,V '·T!l':>m-1 · ircr J.•.:<;:md did nor < ;Jpe~r · · 
·,):,rw:(lizcct ci l- ' .r-';-;,, C! :!d rc-1 :is I,ihfl ," h:? s1}d, •·r );llr:n!;.:! · :n C.o ~ut. ~,:Jd the jt1d._:,-;·,ent IS ·The Washington Post 
c•:h~·l h:s ll"C'~ :~i (:-r';, :;:.r~:l \o!'.ll'-'\ <'.oa't !~now whe>~;er 1'\·e h ''<:ra! :·ti!i ~-<l jl.lht. Times Herald--------
tP.-':-: clc,<~rC'~s ttt tn~~ l UlVt"~ ~!tv fro-1 '- •m " 1 "'' o''· ·sor's J•rn1le\V Zed· .

1 
N 

... :.... . • L.1e rr "''~ . • ,_. ' I The Washington Dm y ews ----<'f f'~lifon1i:t :11 B::rE.r.lry. 1ni Dr. St~1llcy, nO\" pre~;c.ent . n(.J: crn-rnv, of Lyo.:1s, Golo.,. . . 
i::r.:>. h~ rcrriH'o :. cbc~arr;.h; 1 

uf th~ l..inin·rs:!v of rex?.s at .. , , ._ p ;· , St··t f· The Evenmg Star <Washmgtonl ---
• Jl d Un'\·e•si•,. '! p 'd • ·. ~s·urcd o• , ,,.,,.c to •"C un,,C(J . a. es 10m ) 
1rc.:n an·ar 1 ••• LJ • 1. aso, sa: ne ''.as c. :' , ; • :~;:~cl·o~lo''?' · ·a ft)IIO\' 'h"' the The Sunday Star (Washington ----Hr. tat::';l:t at the l..TniY:)rsity t:•c prof;!;.sor's satcty ·•oy 'Y,•l~- · "" -- ;· " . ' 1\.•. • ~ ':•> 
d U. •ca~o and at Marburg r l'(..lSidcr re!:ab!e sources m Rus~mn !nvast~n m 1,968 .. 
IJni\"(::-sitr, in West Germ:m~· . \V;.~;1:n-::ton. · , Followmg h!;; l'nc!e s dtsa~-
b~'o : ~moving to the Univcrsi.:y ,;I r~i1cat my r£>al rPgret ';hat I pl:arancc, Mr. Ccrvany . satd 
of Co!0.-ado in l~i67. --~~·~ocVtitid wl!at r J1a,·c ~frs. Galya Tanneahaum of 

D. d s I' 1Iy 1
1 

:'"''~, ~ ,.. .d· · t ,.., ;10P" in-; 1 Denver, whom he had met IsappeRte Ut um - ~.:.:d, ,1e sa1 m .a C·~P: ;: 1 

1 

tl>roq;h P;ofn<;sor Riha, called 
Professor Riha disappeared tei·vicw. "A cor.fJd::.nce !S St.lll ai hira and S:!ld ;;:;;t u~c professor 

so suddenly that, though nor- co~fid-:-::~re." . 1
1 
w~uld not be b:·c!~. He said s~e 

~~ally a nc'at ;md prt'cise man, :::rof:::;sor Rilla's former w1fe . (l<;r:cd them to chspose of h1s 
l:r. Jdt re;·sn;Jal pap£>rs SC.:tt- liV"S in Bronldvn. The former l person~l effect:>.. ' 
trrrd C'ln his univen.itv t!;:-sk .. k . • .. " a'so born 

1 
Ia tne followmg Wf.'eKs the 

where he had been preparing Hana llrus 0' a.'' a_ • . _ 1 p:-of~"::sor's car <mu house were 
his income tax. in Czcchoslov<"'''a und lS 1.>: ~:)1:\ r.nd his furniture and pa-

On!y one person has main- vears youngei· than the pro- lj p~rs t:·nnsfcrrcd to Mrs. Tan
t.,m~d that he has been sef.'n i'cssor. · . h c:1ba•:m's hou ;c in DC'nver. She 
s::H e l1is di<>r:.rpcaranee th"1 At ti :(} fime of h!s d1::ap- ' t::;·r.::d over ~1!1.001) worth of 
\; r<'kr-nd of ).!arch 15-IIJ. That pea a nee she h~d hef.'n l~'>n? ! ;·:is small art cc,lkction to the 
i; ::\hs. Galva 'fanncnbaum of fro:n thelr h:-Jmc for a v-:~e:' f;~nvcr Arl. :-..1u;t'um. 
nrn\"er, an ~x-convict who says a~tcr a stcrr.-:j sr.ene in wlv,·:: .- i\1rs. Tanncnbm1m, who spent 
:;!:e has l'oo!;:rn to him and that a nei~i'>bor said ~he i'r>d. L1_' i more than two years in the 
l;e is in ~.fontrcal. 1 him, \\ita her clct:1e;; ~m~l1:1:~ ' State Penitenti"lry at Dwight, 

. A numbPr of lcttcr5 ar d . , ,. cr 6,Hl. ,~a-.-' 111., after plc:H:in~ guilty to 
· :-vcEt cards signed "Thom~s nf c~ncr, s:wu.m.., · . . for;:ery an('. rn: bt!ZZlcment in 
n:i:a'' ha\·e turn£>d uo, a 1ri afraid arquamtanccs were try !1939, presented Mr. Cerveny 
:•1m:h of his personal propcr:ty in" to kill her. IY>ith two pistols and said she 

.l:a.~ been sold or _given awav. '"',:, 11e t 1·,.,,,., Profc~sor Rilla h"l-1 ~ was a hr:~adicr general in mili-
~'\.t.... ..u ...... , J { • Jl 

al :,,.,d r fi!cd uivorcc g:!;. t~:·s to <ar~, mtc .• I;~' nee. . . . . 
' ... ,.:> . . . . th arri'·"C 1 S;1e 15 now awa1tmg tmu 

end their- fne·h10n m "o ' :Frb. 9 in DenYcr D!slrict Court r ~? 
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ca c!mr:~<'<; of hrging a Ylill 
ro1lowi:oJ~ the cl:-at!I of Gust.w ,. 
'. !n~v. t!:'<;t'n, 7 ->, a fri£>nd ~P!",ol 

- !<'d of pot:11 .. ium cyanit~} pui-1 
.... ; n:i . .. ,. 1• n.~ 1 I~ 

Daily News <New Yo.rk) ----
Sunday News (New York)----

New York Post------------
.-::? ...... •'l The New York Times..-.:!~ • -.:- : 

The Sun <Baltimore) _ _,_J -----
The Daily World __________ _ 

The New Leader-------
The Wall Street Journal-----
The National Obser\•er -·----

People's World---------
Examiner (Washington) ------



,...., 

c. e ... ·.,e . ' 

'· . 
1 !.Tr~ A .. W. Gx-ny 
1 r.;r,. tl'o W o Red:iield 

S ~c n (10~ ~,~,) li. . 9 ,t_..:::nver ,_, ..... ( .~.v_ 1/19/70 

D:trcctm." 9 FBI (l05=7335G) 

TEC~.~f1.S }1i.l'J/\ 
r.nt;:;C~I..tf ... t-.n:;_X~US - :raJ?OTIMAT:tCN CCNCEr.l~1.NG ;fJ:FK Act 6 (1) (B) 

·1\ 
I 

/.::::::: I .... \. 
f!on~;rer;s:r-~rln Dnunld G~ Drot;.:m.n.n, C:olorndp, addrcsaed . 

a letter dn:i:cd J./t:/'/0 to ·i::1o J1tto2n~y G· :p.:-~l."'rtl (i\G) :.roqn::n·d;inr~ 
:!.niorr::n t~.on :?:ro~ bJ.tl conco;~·nin;?; tiler <Erl~.":.1!JGar!1nci~ of otth.jcnt .. 
:2nclosed in 011·~ co::1v ooch o:i the C.o;:·1;.'"c~:.:·-,un."ir; letter and 
Em."'cau lcttol" to tho AG c!ntcd 1/l~/'lG :r:o:;.:- ym;t)/ in:(ol:'mation.,. 

/ / : 

JUoo u ~ ·•' ·"o· ··:.."1 • ·ion/ ic one r-~-----....-.1 
~~~-r::=-=--~=--~~~~---=-::-:::-:=--::~=--~---:-----:=--~....1· f;ulct!J ito u::;..'o 

::nd to :Cor:: ton 5/~~5/GO ~ r: .x:;t'm :totter to tho Director 
cb ted G/30/CO; L'.J:-.;ton l .. 0:,or·i; c;t:. ted G/31/CO, n.ll pd!'ta irdn~ 
to :::mbjccto 'i'ho ~bove urc b{dn~ furninhed ior the completion 
of your file~ · 

In subcca.uent connunicntionn conce:<."ni11g this 
you should delete the ch~u."actcr o:l lS .... CZ and use the 
of this letterc 

Enclosures = 8 

JWR:sef 19 JAN 19 1970 . . , 
Jolson--
r>.:-L .. occ..h --
~·. ' dtcr:;; ---
\!ohr---- \ £(5) i' '. \ 

; \ \ !-' ' ' 1
- .MAILED. ~ I 

JAN 161970 I 
POMM-FBf I 

f . • . 
t".~~~:&Jt, · \ Pt::hop __ _ 

Ca:~PN--
Calluhcn--
Conrad __ _ 

G:! . ----
h~ ' l •a __ _ 

NO'l'E: ·- ~u~J·ect a professor at the University of 
"" ' • • ~ • .!... ~ • o..,..ted di~~nueared in ~arch, 1£39, it ~~rsL ce1n~ rap ~ .. · 

· "-'';-~ · '1 1°1'!9 Bu·~·i lee:! disclosed that at one ·c:tme 1.n l" .. prJ. ~ ..,v • .... - >:> 

Colorado!J 
to us 
subjec-t 

NOTE CON'ri:tTUED PAGE TWO 



.-· 

.. ,. .. .,. -~-

L·ctter to SAC, D-:::nver 
:Gl!:: - T.i:It'~.W. S RIHA 
105-7~256 

~as of some int~rest to C!A. On 4/15/GO, CIA advised through 
ltt.t~-son that suhj•::!ct b:1d not le:i:t tht? u.s. and llnd been hn.vin~ 
cH.f~:icul.ty vlith his wi:-:e nnd "rnn ::·way from. iH~r." CIA advis.:.!d l 
the story or rm;:o.r· i.ndic~t:Lng sub.jc~ct mt-i}r have aone to CZ WP.S J 

without fou.nd:a tion. /.n 12/i'59 Denver 1·eccd. ved a letter f:t:"om 
· ::miJject's mother rer.ucst.in~ information conc-ernin~ sub;joct~s 
<.Hcrippenrnnce.. Denver J.'eQlied this yms a matter riot w:.!.thin 
th<;~ jt'.r:!.odiction of the Buroa.u; however, offerc·d i-:f she so 
t}.;:;~:;:red to pl~ce his 'lJ.ame on the Dure1:.'\.l..1' s m:.i.ss:i.ng persons 
'list. Subject's mother replied to our Denver Office on 
1/13/70 d2clinin~ to hava subject's nnme plrici~d on the list. 
On 12·· /?~/{~n "~t-'i·n T•l"l"'re·· Dost '' a ,1.-.ily , .. ~'""'1.'1 '-T .. l''l).r::•r ·in- '~"' ·~·rlVr->r ..a.. _,, ...... , '..,1~ .... .a.~ .,..'-·'\1 J.. ...,\. 1 G ..... M .... ~··•~? .. '"\·~·c .... L't..; . .... 4, 
Colorado, published a lcn~thy article concerning the disappear-
!'l•'l··o o.n C"''J·""........ J:.~ ... - 1 "-"'!-f-u,... (l"t"',:; 1 1~/'70 Con--)'r"' ... "''l" .... n nJ· l'"'~'>"''"""U c. ....... \,;'".,;; .l ... o~'-"'·' -i.J ( .. 4' ..-...,.,'-/ J.v a..o . .. ~.:a.. -t..' t .. u 1 -J a; .. !,:) 10;7-..':-.=' :.L:=-1.1 J ~) •.J 1,;_,, .• ,..1 I 

H-Colorn.do, nlso requested information concernin~ subject's 
dis~,ppe~r{:nce from the AG, We have cot'!dto.::ed no j_nvesti1!<:t tion 
0 -f! -u·t·J·t.n ... ,.t,,s ,.~.:~ ...... JD· 0 ~,. ... _,.,,~ ..... s 4 nce .;..t .... e·""e ~·~e '"O "'nd .. c· .. _,..,..1·on .... o·" "'' ;::;. ,.t<..:•J l, ' "-~~...,"'-:.-"' t-·~-· ""'t l,..:; • ... .....! ... ~~... •• . •... · .. _ u ,, . ;;:; ,;_ 

a viol~tion of Federal law in our jurisdiction. 

' ~ . 
- 2 
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FBI 

Date: 1/20/70 

Trans mit the following in ----------;::~-~---::-:-----:-.,-----------i 
(Type in plaintext or code) 

AIRTI:L 
Via----------

(Priority) 1 

------------------------------------------------L-------

TO: DIR~CTOR, FBI 

fROM: SAC, DENVER (105-4151) .. : 
(~· i 

THO VIAS, RIHA /J'/t . f·t 
/} A:;J. ._<. -~. i _.. . 

/,.1 ~-· · .... 
lf .. ·; , ' 1. : 

MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING. 

ReBule·t 1/19 I 70. f··.-. 1 l. • ' I 
. / ~;:/· lt.! ;..- i" I} ,>,. ,v.,~~-;s 

This morning _[~~P<§.I_LL.!_ES, r:eporter. for __ the. f-Y ;; ~~ ~ 
11 Dcnver Post, 11 Denver daily ne~vspape1 ... , telephonically;/ ' ~ ""l ~-
coni:ac:tt:.d -the Denver Office. / v ~~ c 

..... c ~ ,, 
~ ~ ~ ~ 

(By ~·Jay of background GILLIES has wPi tten 
articles Hhich have anneared in ·the "Denver Pos·t" con
cerning ·the. so-called· mysterious disappearcmce of THOHAS 
RIHA. RIHA, a naturalized Ar:1erican ci'tizen of Czech birth, 
was a History Professor at Colorado University in Boulder, 
Colorado. He disaDpeared in l1arch, 19 6 9. Copies of those 
articles have been ~urnished to the Bureau). -

.,...~&:-!~ c:-+.~~ 
~{r~ 

~ ~ t"" • 

~"c a~(~ 

~~~ 
~~ 

~~~ 
~<:';)~ 

~g~ 
~;;2~ 
~.,...,_..,_ 

c.~~ 
GILLIES snoke to ASAC JOm-~ F. MORLEY in the ~~ • · 

absence of the SAC.~ He said he had a copy of a letter which~~~...., 
the Bureau had ;,.Jri tten to the Honorable DONALD BROTZMAN '-~>~ &r 
concerning the RHIA matter, which was a letter in reply ~~~ 
to an inquiry directed to the Bureau by BROTZHAN. ~O'c;;· 

bj(';) 
...... ~~ . ~·~. 

(':) f. • ~ 
~ !)~ 
co .......... , 

' 

The Bureau had previously furnished the Denver 
Office a copy of its 1/15/70 ~ le·tter to BROTZMAN, as well 

, as a copy of BROTZMAN's 1/8/70, letter to the Attorney 
,) General, and those letters had been read by HORLEY upon 

a-s-, ~· 

receipt. In order to confirm whether GILLIES did in fact ~.~: § 
have a copy of the Bulet , · ~10RLEY asked him to l''ead it. ~ ~~: '· ~ 
GILLIES read the letter and there is no doubt it was ~~ ~ .,... • > 

1-l 

in fact a copy of the Bu~~u's 1/15/70, communication._.- ~~ ~ 
- _,, '\ • 3. ~/') ~-:; - / • -~,: ·~ •\ .::.:.:> ~ ::.5 .... 2 

\.,..'t, ... i.,,JH {/"-'""' .,'. .... ....... ~·~ C.) 

/~-Bureau ( Rt-1) (AM) -._/- \'rJ:,-13~ / ... ' ., r-.1 ~a 
'2-Denver (1-105-4151) t\. " ··~7: i / ~ ~· 

\ 
' 

<" . . 



I 
· ~ ,_ 

r •• 
' ., 

~ ... -- 'J 

·---(_J . ;··-\, 1 
,; ·-

Dl-T 105-4151 

SILLIES then told MORLEY the reason he was calling 
was to ob-ca.in ·the FBI's cc::-.!::.e::1t~; in Dcnv(H' concG:..,ning the 
latter. MO~LEY advised~LLIES the letter was v~~v ciear and 
self-explanutOi."Y anci no furth':?.r corm:l.ent T~laS necessary. 

~he above is being brourh~ to the attention of 
·th.:: Bure2.11. £'or cor.mlc·tion of their files and also so the 
Bureau 1.·lill l<noH a· cony of their comr:lUnication Has fon.;oarded 
to GILLI:i::S of the 11 Denver Post 11 by BROTZHAN. 

BROTZHA:~, a current U. S. Republican Congressman 
from Colorado, is a former U. S. A~to~ney he~e in Denver. 
Local indica·tions are BRO'l'Z1·f.l\}i ~..,rill run for re-election this 
year and the •: D3nver Post 11 is the large:st publication in 
Colorado. Also BROTZMA~ is a resident of Boulder, Colorado, 
where he maintains a la•.v practice. RIHA, the subject of 
his inquiry, was also a resident of Boulder, and, as indicated 
above, associa-ted with the Colorado University faculty there. 

Denver is conducting no investigation in .subject 
matter. 

The above is submitted for the Bureaurs information. 

2 
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B) F.lU::i) GILLIES 

: 

• 
(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 

TJ . · ~\ w: ;, .~ ,t :..~ '" f \Vr!ter ~._:;~: }(:·.~: ct:f~rc i~!~·: n! .,,zf::.. t. ;s:-----,. 
c~pyri<;r•, mo. ne Denver Post, In~. The pro~es~or also had a strnr.g att3ch-

XEW YORK - Her normally expres- ·men~ to Jus Boulder home and especiaily 
sive eyes went suddenly dull as she sat 1o hrs art works, ~Irs. Riha said. : 

· "His home," she sai·d, "\vas ·ll.ke ' a l in the Czech restaurant on New York's 
I East s:de on this cold January night. -rast!e. He once said no one could thn;w 

him out of his home. If they would he 
"I believe Thomas mav not be ali\'e - said he would be back in 24 hours.' He 

he dGes not eYen wtite hls mother, " :\frs. -
Hana Riha said. nerer would have left his job his home 

his paintings. Xot this wav ,; ' 
The words came hesit~I1tly. and she .:\Irs. Riha quickly dismiss~d the claims 

stared iixedly at the door at the back of of t.1rs. Galya Tannenbaum of 248 Logan 
the restaurant This door. she later dis- • 
closed. ha!' a special significance, for it ~~ver, who has descri.bed , 
was b::;c~d r!;i:; C:oor. in the restaurant's herself as a frier:d of the pro· 
gad'"" area. where she and Prof. Thomas fessor. 
RJ:a .ar:nounced ti1eir engagement at a .:\Irs. Tannenbaum was jailed l 
small party \\:irh friends in August 1968. early Saturday in Boulde: aft~r 

she was charged Friday m Drs· 
Strange Incidents tric t Court there with forging 

Riha's name to a $330 check 
used to pay for a charter air-Now, almost E2 years later, 1\-Irs. Riha I 

was talking with a newsman in the same 
' restaurant about" the many strange inci- plane flight from Longmont to 
' dents surrounding the sudden disappear- San Antonio, Tex., July 30· Lt. • 
~ Ralph Ruzicka of the Boulder I 
1 ance .:\1arch 17 of Riha, her former hus- Police Department said a search 

1 
• band. '\"hen he vanished. the Czechoslo-

of her residence Friday uncov
Yakian-born professor was an asso- erect some books and letters al
ciate professor of. Russian history at the 
t:nh·er~it.'' of Cnlorado. legedlv belonging to Riha. 

i\Irs: Tannenbaum said in a 
"Xo, n<\:' Mrs. Riha said, shaking her recent interview in The Denver 

head determinedly. "Thomas would not Post that Riha had visited her 
j do it this way - disappear so suddenly. home twice after he disappeared 
1 (If he were alive), he \Vould contact his -once in May and again last 
! mother, the university, his friends .. . summer. Each time, Mrs. Tan ... 

"Wl1en he does not· do this, I can only for a day or so, not contacting ,j· 

• 
.- ., 

I 
; 

•' 
·<? 

' 

" 

l . 

I (Indicate page, na:x:e of 
newsp~per, city =~d stote.) 

. . : ! 

lflfA 

L Denver Post 
--Denver, Colorado 

Date: 1-25-70 
Edition: Heme 
Author: Red Gillies \ 
Editor: Pa.lrr.er H::., yt'", .,. , 
Ti tie: ,;' 

Thomas Riha · 
-"' · ·--·"' · ... .. _, .,..wYt'~·· .. · · ""t~ ..... --

Character: 

or 

Classification: 105-4151 
Submi ttlng Office: Denver 

·1 even me. nenbaum said, Riha stayed only~ .. 

think hr. is not free to do what he any of his friends or colleagues ....., 
wants, ~ know Thomas; he is a responsi- or his nephew, Zdenek Cerveny.'ii:.b 0 Being Investigated 

. , ble man." "This is not like Tom ,"· ·~\-t--~.J _,.. e ... 1 -'-~- - • _ Tl 
~Irs. Riha insisted that the hasty dis- Riha said. She pictured T1c~J~~ I~ C .'5 ...:=--_L.: ~-:"" 

posal of Riha's property , aff.er he dis- mer husband as a rna~ wh? en- :-·~OT R:\~(:O'E ;J2n~·) 
appeared wasn't at all in keeping· with joyed contacts with Ius fnends ~ . ~· · ~ IC?O . 
his ou!look and attitudes. Rilla's l)ouse and students. 1 >t!:l FER 9 · · . 
and car were sold, and ~t \Yorks Mrs.· Riha also was openly 
were donated to the Denver ~rt-A'vluseum. skeptical of Mrs. Tan~enbaum 's 

Documents connrc>trd \\"ith \hese trans. . announcement that Ril~a would. 
fers - along..:\v; ~II :cHecks issued, ,:ind j be commg sometime tl.us mo~1th 
('r.edit_ca~·d purclwses· nmde in his name to Denver from Montreal , Can· 
- are beina scrutinized by Denver a'ntr--:Ria, where Mrs. T~~mr,nl>Jill.!.11 
I , . 
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said ~Ril!,~ has been staying: ... !:n!tc.tl States [rom Vicnml.--- ~0-droom, locking tl:<.'.....r!Dm:....,.j 
i\g<11n, :\irs. Riha citPc! the \\'l1l'!'(> hl' had fled Jrom Com- I After a while. she became aware 

profe<ssor's failm·c to contact his mtmi~t-Pceuniccl Czcchi~lovakia. of a strong odor coming thrfJugh 
mother and fri<•nds as the ftwl ('en r1w ,;·as admitted to th<> a furnace vent in the wall. She 
for li'e growing fear that ~ome- l'nit<'d s:·a,es earlv in Xovember I began to feel dizzy and closed 
thing has happened to Hiha. of t.Jlp same war.· the vent. She heard voices out-

"Thomas," :.\Irs. Rlha said: :\Irs. TUha· said h~r own davs<side her· bE>droom and called 
"loved his work, his writing. of i:·ial bL'g:m last February out, "What are you trying to 
Not for the name it got hill'.! about the tinw her husband do?" The voices on the other 
but because he was this way.' ~filed for a dhwce. She began side of the door wem those' of 

She also ~aid H.iha spent (rcceh·ing strange telephone ·her husband and Mrs. Tannen-
much time outsi.de his classes I call1'1. :.he said. even as she and baum. 
working with his students at his' RF:a cor.tim!l'd to live at their I Then there was a hissing 
study on the CU campus andiBouldE'r home. The::~ calls came,sound, and s!rong fumes, simi
at his home. at all hours of the day or night. par to those she detected earlier, 

"He was popular with the stu- , and there ne\·er was any con- ' began to waft under the bed
oent5," she said, "He liked Boul- 1 Yersalirn on the other end of room door. ~ 
der; there was no reac:c111 for the line, she said. She became dizzy and opened 1 

him to leave. This v:fls his life." j /~nd for some time. Mrs. a bedroom 'Vindow, broke the ; 
:Mrs. Riha .said she ''can't re-. niha said, she had been under screen and called for help. ' 

memb.er" \vhether she declined; ::-tfady pressure from I\Irs. Tan- 'Prof. Robert Hanson, a neigh-: 
to have Blouder police file a, nc>nba~Im to sign some papers bor, ran to her assistance and 
missing person report. on Riha j which she was told had some-,pulll~d her. out the window. 
shortly after he disappeared, , thing to do with her immigra- Wit~ the help of an·other 
while the couple was in the : lion st<li.Us as an alien from neighbor, Prof. Richard \Vii
midst of divorce proceedings.: Czechoslovakia. i\Irs. Riha said son, she was taken to the Wil
(A di\•orce decree \vas granted :::ht> ne\·er was told of !he exact son home. From here she tele
hcr counter claim of cruelty by , nature of these papers. phoned her attorr.ey in New 
Boulder District Court Sept. 30, 1 This past week. Mrs. Ri!Ja's York. Aftenvard she w~nt wi!hl 
1969.) 1 attorn<>v in New York con- Mr. and Mrs. Hanson back to 

"I kept thinking 'l'homas was firmE'd ·that he had steadily ad- the Riha house. Here she , 
in hiding, because of the di- Yiscd l\Irs. Riha nat to sign any pdcked some of her clothes and 
vorce, and that he will be back,'' document unless it was ap- then went with the Hansons to 
she said. She became convinced proved by him or her attorney the Boulderado H'ltel. {3he 
that Riha truly was missing. she, in Boulder. stayed at the hotel until she 
said, when she read the Dzc. 28 In a telephone conversation left April 5 for New York City. 
article in The Denver Post not-; :\:iarcb S, the attorney ~aid he. Boulder police said i!l their 
ing thut Riha's art works had h1formed JI.-Irs. Tann~nbaum of report of the incident that :\irs. 
oeen donated to the DenV<~r. the advice he had given ::VIrs. Tannenbaum met them in front 
Art l\Iuse11m. Rih;J.. of the Riha house and told them 

"His home was a museum," The next morning. at about Mrs. Riha had locked herself in 
she said. She recalled th[!t Riha, 12::JO a.m., Mrs. Riha was the bedroom. from which ether 
assisted by her fathei' who was I pulled out a window in her fumes were coming. When she 
then visiting in Boulder. refin-i home as ~he screamed for help. and Riha threatened to break/ 
i~hed many of Riha's art works 

1 
and a strong odor of ether clung the bedroom door, Mrs. Tmmen

in January 1969. This was less: to her body and nightclothes. baum said, Mrs. Riha went to 
tha~ three months before Riha j Boulder police say they were ~he window and started scream-
vamshed. t!alled to the Riha house bv. I mg. 
"Tho~~s was so happy (with ·\Irs. Tannenbaum to invest.~ , ~-oulc~er police reported t~at 

the rcfmrshed art works) - he g:~te the inci"deJlt .," ·s 'f 
1 

r\Ir.,, 'lannenbanm told pohce 
l 'k h'll " "1 R"h · .nl · ann. n-,' T R"h 't 't' h w~s 1 ·e a c 1 c, ;., rs. 1 a b<mm was in !he house with, -~;rs. 1 a wa~n a cr .1zcn, . er 

said. Riha at tile t'lm 1. 'd I\ 1sa had expired and the Im-
d f . d ' R'h 'd l e, po ICE' Sa! . . t" th 't' h d b An. l'!en s ~r I. a sa1 1e In New York this past week. i ~1gra wn au on Ies a een 

was Immenselj happy at the ]I;Jr·s n1·ha gave th' . f, called. 
• ' • IS versiOn o 

1 

. . marnage to Han a on Oct. 13, events. Police S<lld they found Mrs. 
1968, in Boulder. She. had retumed t t Riha ''in an evident traumatic 
. It was at _t~e ~e~lcling rec~p- at abo~t 10 p.m. S~h~~~d~~~se, sta~~" ~t the Wil~on _home, : 

bon that R1ha f1rst. met _i\hs. ::.rarch 8_ Most of that day shel wh<:t~ she ha? beea tal,<'n. 1 
Tannenbaum. l\'Irs. R1ha satd 'had stayed at tl B ld . d I A Jar of ether and :::cveral I . . " , . • le OU e1 a 0 , • , , • • R1ha and :Y11 s. I annenb<~Um,Hotel in Boulde. . t' I g,mze pads found h;v pollee m 
·h • 't 1 l! · r't d· 1• renmg a fl. b d · · f "f" I''h' ''" o wasn 3mong _1c Ill\ 1 c room to avoid seein :.\! T _. "<', c CO\ ets o _, 1 s. d as 

gtie:::t~ at the 1:ecej~lt?n· spo!~~ nPnbaum. · g rs. an ; br.r:,roo:n were 1at\!r turPrd over 
''a fatrly long !1mc' 111 a room 'f'>p house \\'as d ·k ,1, ·h 1• to ncr Boulder attorney. :\•Irs. 

1 , f i" 't' f · d I.· • :u '1 l..!n s e I'' 1 ' • J l d · k ncar t1e mam cs,l\'1 .1es. nen S· cnlerrd bttt ,.1 e .. !l• ·t , 1 1 cl.1a nas '>att s 1e or~n t .·now 
J , h . l' . "t . . • ,, I saw .c s t.c v ! fl • d I' - t• ....,. reporte(l. r c1r <. Jscusswn, 1 • IS door clo-;c ~Jowl d h ·~· , :_ !'~>·:. 1e Jar an pac s [;O Into 

sa1d. <'cutercd on ways to b:·mg. '''lli>·pcrs f•·om 1- 11s~l ant! . c,.,ul. her bed. .. .. ... . , . , . . h C . t . tnc ... • Jc e lC 1oom . 
.nlllct ~ uep ew, erveny, 0 rShc immediately went to her 
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.i\ ._T.L.~Jmmig~·ation ~n? N-~:.-'1cool;). ~s known to have wdjJ.ti!.:.w.ay he picked some wild flow· 
u~·al!:-allon ServiCe (1:\S 1 oHt- · ;~u·ly m Decem be: to Scott. crs and presented tht:ii.i. ~ta-Ms 
c1al m Denver smd recently ~•\ erner, FBI sp2c1al q;ent m wife. 
~rs. 'l'anne:Ibaul? ha_s, no offi· :;charge. at Denver. seeking in- H<~calling this time, Mrs. 

1 
cm\ connect ton wtth 1~S.. ~;formation ab?ut _her ~on .. Dr. Riha was p~nsive. Her glance 

T.1e week after the mc1dent at :: Cook repor_tealy 1s qm~e 1!l. aft- once again ,vr.m to the door at 
the Riha home seemed m;~·;cnt- :~ er undergomg two maJor opera- thP. bad~ o[ the c~:ech restau-
ful for Riha - he met his 1! tio:1s. , rant lJE:rr. Then s!1e smiled 
classes. attended a depart- !! l!lflUiries aoout Riha are be-l wanly <n,tl said: 
m~nt<~l me!!ting and counseled-~ iug c::mt.inued by the Denver I "For h:m, life was l:ke a 
his studcr;ts. A note on his cal- ,: Post. contactin,g federal agen- flower. He enjoyed life so 
endar pad Tuesday, :\larch 11. i cies; U.S. Rep. Dona:d G. B:;otz-l~~h.>Hc was so alive.--,__.._,_ 
indic<"ted he was to have din-1 man: R-Colo., and Canadian 1 · 
ner VJith the "Colonel." Riha ! immip·ation officials. 
was often known to ha,·e used tl D.:nver Dist. Atty. Mike Me-
that name when ~peaking of Kevitt said he has been con-
Mrs. Tannenbaum. I ducting an "extensh·e im·estiga-
LAST SEEN tion" of Riha's absence and re-

Riha was seen up to aboutjlated matters. This investiga-
12:30 a.m .. Saturday, March 15.1 Hen. :\icKc\'ilt noted, is being 
when he left a family party at a coordinated with probes of tl;le 
friend 's home in Boulder. i\o IlenYer Clnd Boulder Police [e- : 
one exrept :;'11rs. Tannenbaum :~:artments and t11e Boulder Cl:t'· 
has come forth to say he has trict attomey. ' 
seen the professor since that Here in New York, Mrs. Rih:a 
time. has been told about some of the 

Riha was officially derlared misspellings and awkward .'" 
missing :VIonday, March 17, 1, grammatical expressions in let-

1when his briefcase was found' ters and documents signed 
open amid books and papers on Thomas Riha, which have ap- --' 
his de::k in his CU study where peared since his disapp~arance. 
h~ hr.d failed to appear all day. Her reaction has been mstant: 

'Federal agencies apparcn:Iy · These papers aren't genuine, 
hhe issued conflicting repor!s she said. 

1 -~ telling some person~ they "Thorn~~ was ~us_sy abo,~t the 
J·now nothing about R1ha ahd language, she ms1sted. He 
telling-others they have knowl- would not write in this way.'~ 
edrre of -his whereabouts. And she added that he1· for-

Denver and Boulder police mer husband was fastidious in 
say they've been told by fed- all things. "Everything must 
eral agencies that Riha is be in its place." 
•"alive and well.". But they de- DEEPER BASIS 
cline to identify the agencies. But there seems to be a deep-
. This past week, J. Edgar er, almost intuitive, basis for 

i'Hoover, chief of the FBI, said the fears expressed by ).frs. 
~he FBI "has no knowledge of Riha, who is employed in a 
Dr. Riha's whereabouts. The ll'!ew York bank. And this is 
penver FBI field office," most eddent as she recalled a 
f!oover said, '·has been in con-~huppier time with Riha. 
tact with Dr. Riha's mother (in One night, she said, she and 
Germany) and offered to place : her husband came home elated 
a missing person notice con-! from a social event they at
cerning her son in the files of tended in Boulder shortly after 
our identifica!ion division. This they were married. Riha want
offer was declined.'' ed to take a walk hecauf:e lle 
Jill~.~~.}nother, Dr. Ruth-:.A..,_w,...,.,us so keyed up. Anaalong"ihe 
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Claims he visited twice. "He is a responsihk-mtm·.J' 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 

By n:n-\KES JO!IXSOS 
Rocky Mountai!l News Writer 

His n£>phew looked at the last thr<-e 
P.:u·a~mphs of the D('Wspapcr storJ· Sun
d:~.y and nodded in agreement. "I'm~, 
a::raid Rose is right," was tht- ::romw : 

t J o Oo mans so <'mn remark. ")Iv uncJe's bodr: 
iS probably some\\·here in the moun<. 
tains." ~ 

The spc>aker was Zdenek Cen·eny, nephew of 
Dr. Tlvm1as Riha. tl:e missina Unh·ersitv of 
Colc,ratlo Russian histm-y pror:ssor who ctfsap
peared :\!arch 17, 1~69, and who, in recent 
weeks, has become the subject of renewed in
vestigath:>n<: to oisc.over his \\'hereabouts. 

"Rcsc>," a name she picked in order tore
main anonymous. is a Dem·er clairvoyant who, 
in the S:m:la~· article in the Rock\' :\!ountain 
News. !:aid the missing Bouldt-r man is dead 
<illd that his bocty is in the mountains, next to ·a 
('JIVE'. 

, Cerven~· is a dark-haired, handsome man 
l!ke his JO-yt>ar-old uncle. The Czecl:oslo\·akian 
b~m!"ranr came to the 'C'nited States in No\·e:n
ber, 19::S. to work in Dem·er, then Lvons Colo~ 

S;J<'akin~ splendid :English. Cerveny.' abou:; 
3~. talk<-d about the im·olvert case that has beer:' 
rlouded and perhaps stifle'(! by reports from~ 
DenYer and Boulder law enforcement authori-z 
t!e<; that certain federal agencies have stated 
Riha is "ali\·e and well." 

l:mwmed r.s. arrencies 
The local law offices have declined to irlenti

fy the l!.S. agencies. but they at·e believed to be 
the> Federal Bureau of Investigation and the 
Central Intelli~ence Agency. 

i\Iuch of the speculation about Riha's wel
fare in the last two weeks comes from Mrs. 
(,~ulya Tannenbaum, 248 Logan St., who claims 
;·lose friendship with the professot·. She insists 
he has \'isited her twice since his unannounced 
departure in :\'!arch. He is in l\-Tontreal, Quebec ~ 

1•.::anada, she said. '•, 
i\Trs. Tannenbaum, who has substituted 1: 

"Galya," a Russian name. for the "Gloria"1, 
found on earlier records. claims to have known.'} 
Riha since about 1949 when he emigrated !rom 
Czechoslovakia. 

Sh<:> has pleaded innocent by reason of insan
ity on a charge of forging a will of another 
aequainlanee and was arrested Saturday on a 
charge she signed Riha's :h~me to a check 
Sept. 30. \ . 
• Cen·c>ny adamantly disputes_ihe claims 1\'Trs. 
Tannenhal'm has made about her association 
with IUha anrt with his group of friends, largely 
I"'rsm;,; .~LG~~ch ancestry who hav~.ss~H!ed.J,n 

i I'" n, •• .,.~.,,~::- : ~ ·:cf?~' . 
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-ner,. was a. tensive relationshi~"·itb tbe 
gt'Oup, he explamed as he sipped coffee in a 
con:fortable Lyons restaurant. 
- . 'Tannenbaum prl'sented herself as some
tlung she was not," Cerveny stated. 

iltet before 1ceddin<Y 
"Sh 0 

e met Thomas early in October. 1963 at 
a party about n~·o weeks before l1e was married 
to h1s former mfe. 
. "A~ far as om· friends could tell, it was the 

fn·st tu:ne they had met. If they had met before 
that. like Tannenbaum says, they certainly 
playeq ~bo roles will. 

.. "I thin_l< after that she 1\·ent intQ ThQp1~1i'S 
past to find out about him so she could talk. 

The introduction at the wedding party in the 
Black Bear Inn in Lyons \\·as arranf;ed- by a 
Boulder lawyer who knew Riha wanted to get 
his nephew to America. 

Cerveny was in Vienna after leaving Prague, 
following the Russian invasion. 

According to ?l'lrs. Francesca Stein, who 
owns the Black Bear Inn with her husband 
George both Czech immigrants, :\-Irs. Tannen

; baum had imnressed the lawyer with the under-> 

1, standing she· could influence Cerveny's arrivall 

~ Submitted the papers ! 
.!: "Tannenbaum apparently kDk the papers,_. 

wrote 'approved by the Colonel' on the bottom 
space to impress our friends," said Cen'eny, 
"then took the papers and submitted them" to 
re"ular immigration channels aHer clipping of( 
he~ officious notation. · 

"\\'hen regular approval came for my immi
gration, she simply told my uncle's frienrls that 
it was her work that got it through quic_kly. 

"But I had suspicions e\·en on the fhght o\·er 
here when I found the length of procedures for 
the other passengers were about the same as 
mine. 

"::.\1y uncle had told me I would be met 'by a 
rich and powerful person' when ~got to Dem·~r,

•'rhat person was Tannenbnum," Cer\·eny sate!, 
1 Cerveny said Mrs. Tannenbaum ah·:1~Y·~ 
1\vore a gun in a shoulder holster and told hml 
she was an agent for a ''corporation," ~N:rs, 

'Tannenbaum's word for \Yhat CNT~ny mlet·· 
preted to imply a secretive government agen-
cy). d I I CervE>nv thinks his uncle, a respecte sc 10 -
ar belie\·~ct :0.·1rs. Tannc>nhaum's infct·ences that 
sh~ was a "rich and powerful" it~di\:i<lu<:l. h,~t 
all she had to show "wus an old 1\~mms dnvet• s 
license." Riha may e\·en have behevell sh(' 
e:;illru..~vith powers similar to thost> or an 
Curtain cotmtry secret police agent. ·• 

---i.\I r. Dei~nach. __ _ 
:Mr. W:J)tcrs .. __ 
ll!r. l\1.,hr .. __ 
l\1r. B!3:!::p ____ _ 
.ir!r. Cn3;:lPr ____ _ 
)rr. Cr.l::::~:m __ 
!'.Ir. c, .J:ra(L __ 
l\I:., Felt----
!lr 1'. 

Mr. ··~·.,""·· .. ·(;;.--t,.< 

.!Hr. 
Mr. 
:'11>·. f. _::.t·s ---
Tcle. Ro<>m .. _ 
l>Iis~ H ·.:;.1cS __ _ 

:1\Il::;s Gandy_ 
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, .... ~:~~1; to R~ll,ctltoztse ·----. 
·i:i" uncle told him :.vrrs. Tmmenbaum cam:.~ 

to the Riha house on iVIarch S. l!~:: :l. 1\ ith parwrs 
she said concerned i\'lrs. Riln's status as an itn· 
migrant. Hanu Rih:1, no\\" li\·ing- in New Y(>rk 
City, is also a native Czechoslovakian. 

Cerveny said it was l\IL·s. Ta•menbaum's in
tention to remove l\'Irs. Hilla from the hou~c 
thai night. lie said his unde had taken a gun 
away from Mrs. Tannenbaum, but she pt>rsisled 
in war>ting II&na Riha to accompany ne>r. C.S. 
Jmmigration authorities say i\Irs. Tannenbaum 
h1as never l>clon~crl to their bm'P<tu. r A nearly hyste;:ical :\Il's. Riha escaped front' 
;her bedroom window with the a id of a fc:-w· 
. ,neighbors . Funws of etlwr \Yer<:> .>rnclled inside 
<he house. Cerveny stated his uncle told him. 
the ether belongect to l\Irs. Tannenbaum. 

The nephew described the marriage bctw<>en 
Hana and Riha as a ft·ustratNl one from lt::; 
inception Oct. 13, 1£GS. Hana \Yas much youngt'r, 
al:!)ut 26. Riha 's 40th birthday took place shortly 
after his disappearance. 

She was t~ot th~ hcusekeeper Riha apparently 
had expected, Cerveny said. Hu.na smolwd and 
had a casual a t!i!ucle toward the Jangt•.:lge 
clas\ies "Riha hact arranged for hm· t0 learn b::>!· 
ter .Fn?.lish ... There also wet·e argl!_..illt~Jhe 
nephew said. · 

I ' 

NW 55100 Docld:32989553 Page 217 

P: '·1 :·: "'·~t1 imonv wl~~~ ' I \·;om
_.Vl,'!' t 1:" eth1r :>.ffnir. Hana J:!l: ; : ••. ,.;ws:,.',· ... ! .. I L•.' in-

:Ht~~ .. ·d-~h ~· (' 1 ~ 1P p·. ,.._,!,:rrp·!,) l ~ o. , L .. t • ~ · : ··· ~ • • ~~-.~ · · } f.=.n··l 1hP 
fn} • l'·l ' ~ t f ·p~ "\'" .-~ \\' '\ •')• :!; t•if. 1 ;, , ; ~ lli.·~ll'I:)~~.tl. : 01 ·: P:'l-

..,- • .. ~ ~ • \ • ,_ • • > ~ • ., ._\ I ' ' '( 0 ', .0 • • • ,. f ~ '' '" 1 ° 
\ • . . ;l ,• ' . , r • I ~ ·',·· )•'. ~'l'l ' i ,. , I ' .. \ oh!'i '1;. 1 • ..... h (. ur-

.. t. ·'· ,, 't J•·" " : .. \ . . .... .• • \ t ]t . . 

!lk'r :;!:s. ·ata1's ,:1 ... ~( '. , ::'·,::~c< J ,l .• ~ ;·_! ·, u;~t1s · - ~~ ·; ~! r· " 'Y'. Jn 
1 tJ:e p! •·\'ious n 1t ,n h \'-~~~s d~ l~ to i :'\ , -:.· . . l ( J~ · ~~. C"l<i tee Inl;:( .. ll(hn~~ 
1 t'J" ,.,,, . 't~J ~.1.01 . , ,,1,s , u'i··o"Cl' ! ~· .: ·.'•!' cdelwal f"'l agam dur-

1

, 
. " ., ....... I . . . . • " . , " . , . r I o ' . . 1 'w· c: ''l"t~"c 1 spot '0 11>' . ::. • Par y <: v1>0:1' soc1a 
• a. t ' l · l "' .. ... ... ... · , L.: ~ :~~~ ... , ~ nl · in Lyons. 
C(rwnv tl'lls that :\Irs. 'lan-1 , ' ' . . 

11en!·rmm' maintained a t{'tla-! ""~ /.o.:r •;·:~Y al~o ca.n~. ~to lma,\r; 
dous g1 2.sp on her relationship'- i'"· , 1 mmm~a~m. ~hP on<:e 
with JUha. ''Often," he :>aid, j ·~··.w;, nw to JOm th~ <·?~'Por;~
"Tatl'1cmhaum would come to 1 11011 · ! would be. van~ao.e. h~
his hot,c;e unr.nno~mee1~ and ! t:ut1se 1 !;n0w Russwn snc.> smd." 
barge in on Thorn<'<; when he Cet·\·eny 1emcmbcrs. 
wa£. in hi.> p~·ivate stuc~y. \\'l:!•n ask(•d if t!t t! t'i' had 

. "She would stav an( t~lk for lw•·n aHI!n•.Pis to ~av~ the 

!' hours, '' unconcerneo th:-.t he \\ om:~n n·rii;~-· her cham!', Cet·· 
mi!;ht La\"e had other things to yc;1y r.nid 1;ll:; woul.l la!lr,li l:nd 

lcto. · 1 ht••·.>•1:e <'\"m;•ve • 

I , The YO:Jna englneer scoffcct aU She •mcc bld C:<.>.·wny sho; had 
;.::rs. Tannc71baum's c;cscriptionl "c<:t' n.;,,iiops'' w1lh }he D<.>_n~•er 

jo.: Riha's childhood during poh·:!e end w~uld :•11X" a h(:IWt 
\\ 'orld War II. he eot for gomg !nl"•)t:gh a Stop 

\ Riha, half Jewish, was not lit;l~t. . . ' 
abandonE'd as a \\'artime> waif in S;1c d!d. Accordll'g to Ccl'
Nazi-controll<>d Czecl·oslonlkia vE>ny, ?.Irs. Tannenb~um simply 
and put to -~·ork in ~ Ger~a;1 paid ihe $25 violation and tolri'l 
slave l::l.:or camp. him lhe matter "had h<:en taken 

Young Thonw.s did n0t haye to care of." · 
live by his wits in the streets be- But Cerveny went through <d\!" 
fore his arrest, as :\Irs. Tannen- other stvp signal recently, and, 
baum also contends. Jnstead, a!- wi1h the points lost from the 
though he was kept under sur- t:cl:c>t :.Irs. T~mn{'nbaum 
veillance by the Germans and "fixed." is ln dangc>r of receiv-

1peri0Gically had to report his at:- ing a <·omt subpoeua, lJe £aid. 

I 
tivit!es to them, Riha Jh·ed ,,·ith . 
Cen·eny· and his parents, ac- Clwrt~ered pla: u~ 

lc'•)rding to the nephew. Ce .1• ., 1. "' I , r\·eny was WJ 11 _,. rs. l an-
; So_piet troops ·nenba~m on th~ privat(~iy c~art-

This clos<.>ness dewloned in ererl mrplane fnght to San ,,nto-! 
'the 19-10s etween Riha and the ni<?, T~~x., for whic.!l the W?rnan 
Cervenys accounts for the un- pmd ',;nh c:.n alteg?.aly worthless 
cle's ~csir~ to brinS{ Cervenv to check. 
this coumry after the Soviet Un- Cen ·cny related ti:e incidrmt 
ion sent tt·oops into transiti0nal came alter he decirkd to <i'·ive 
Czechoslovakia, the young man to San ,'\ntoltio l'o see Cz('c:lc~i< r-, 
said. vakian friends the!':>. He u.;:1 n,:t 

Cerv<::ny feels that Riha would wc.nt to t.se his snnU auio f~ 1 
not have left Boulder without the plannl',lrcad trip and asked 
conferring with other friem~s l\Irs. Tannenbaum if he could 
and if he were living, he would borrow her larger automobile, 
attempt to communicate \Vitl1 the ~cr\·ices of which she hau of-
them. fered un p:evious occasions. 

:\Irs. Tannenbaum bas saicl No, )Irs. Tatmcnlmum told 
f'Uha has no intention of talk- Ccn·c·py she would not l;•m1 
.in;;- to "fair weather" fl"i<>ll(ls, tho r11r to h!m. She had to u:;e 
lap~art'ntly ~ll<'aning thn~c in- it fm· f!Ometblng import<Jnt In 
~hnduals R1ha. had a!'\locmtecl Dcmcr during tho nt>:.:t few 

! \With during his tenure at CU. !lays. 
But Ct•rvcny imp~ies Hiha was But, betlel' yet, she would use 

. l n~t a I!~rson to <hsregard lo~g her position to ]1ave him flown 
fneruhmps and valued those to T<:xas, Cerveny was told. (1 
he lmd. , . 

1 
r, 

Like many naturalized Ameri- 'Ta~ncnbaum scuu sh~· 
cans and aliens in the United c~ulrln t f.ly us. ~C<'r\·eny and ~! 
States, Riha enjoyed comnanion- fl'1e~1dJ on a m1ht~ry plane, 'fo!: 
ship with pPrsons from "the old obnous reasons,' cut sl1e would 
country. He was not the tvnc to get another one." 
reserve companionship pn(f con- ~e1 \'('l!Y said his unidentified 
fidcnce to a sin ale nerson and to fr1end <ltd not want to use :\Irs. 1 
shut out so-called· "!air weath· Tannenbaum's invitation, but' 
el'" friends. after Yie,ying the ad\'Pntar:eons : 

, His inh·oduction to Hana was economics of lhe offl'l' and :'>Irs. I 
l~t some interpretation an "ar- Tannc·nhaum's insistence, they 
rmgcn:ent" through acquaint- took it. 

. <inces in :-.;ew York City, wi!h r:l · • 

I 
whom the young \\"0111Hl1, their I J! ymg servzce 
counsin, was staying. Tht! party, with :\frs. Tannen-

! Couple introduced lbaum once again srlf-in<;erted 
'fhr.. :"•".v __ yoi·k f.l'ople \YC're into 1t1c situation, .1eft a 1;ort 

a:sm'e uwt H;ha m i;:-iit ).;(:inter-I Collins II_YiJ)_~ -~~i~·-~- ~~:Juiy 30. _j 



~,..,..-----· -~----~-- .... ----

C
• 
) 

fvr--Snil.)'~.11to~io. :\!rsd.Tr~ncn

baum returned \\·mi the nl~me 
the ne>ll.t day and rrportcd!y paid • 
S330 for 'the clw.rter with a check 
signed \\hh Thor.1as Riha's 
name. 
BN~ause oi insufficient funds, 

the check ~.as not accepted at 
I the bank ano t!:e OWI~C'r of the 
1flying service found Ccn·eny at 
I the Black Bear Inn. , 

Cen·eny said he took th~ 
check and, with severn! -pay-, 1 
ments, repaid the flying servic~ 
owner S22(i. ''lie said he didnw-t I 
\rant to make mo:1cy off me, so 
that's alll;e took." 
i But then )1rs. 'f:mnt>nhaum 
:pleadt>d ir:noeent and lat<'r in· 
~nocc•nt by reason of insanity to 
:forging 'tlle will of il!c late 
'Gustay Frcderich In~rwersen, 
her acquaintance, wl10 died 
June 18. In.r;wersen was a 

1 Czech and a friPnd of !Uha. He 
died of c•yanii!e poisoning. 
"It was then (when charges 

came) I returned the check'' to 
the ~'ort Collins ayiation serl!
ice, "and tt•ld tr.em to do whai 
should be done," Cen·eny said. 

Another acquaintance of :\Irs .. 
Tannenbaum, R i h a, Cen·(>nl!, 
and Ingwcrse11, to die of cy<lnide . 
poisonin~ \vas :\·1rs. Barbara Eg- · 
berg. A Czech, too, she died 
S~pt. 13. . 
'Cerveny speculates that if the' 

.f!:deral m.:thorities which nur-i 
1prted to know P..iha was "alive i 
i~nd well" had been less dis-i 
I creet, perhaps the deaths of Ing-, 
wersen and :\Irs. Er,berg could 
have been avoided. 

Both Cerveny and :\Irs. Stein 
of the Blaci{ Bear Inn conjecture 
·it foul p3ay is invo1ved in the dis
a);~A?C>•< .. "ili::'t! of Eiha. l]).Q,tiU;l;:>an 
one person is implicated. 
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·Dr. Stephen Fischel4 -Ga.lati 
Director 
Center for Esst Eltropean Affairs 
University of Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 

Dear Dr. Fischer-Galati: 

I 
\ 1 

• 
1 - Ur. DeLoach 

Maroh 19, 1970 
1 MT. Bishop 
1 Mr. R.osen 
1 Mr. Sullivan 

·1 Liaison 
1 WJ.r. Gray 
l Mr. Redfield 

Your letter of February ~8, 1970, to 
Vice President concerning the disappearance of 
Professor Thomas Riha has been referred to the 
for reply. 

the· 

FBX 

·' I 



...... 

• 
Dr. Stephen Fischer-Galati 

While I am certain the Vice President would 
like to be of more assistance to you in this matter and 
nppreciates your concern for your colleague, in the 
absence of information indicating Federal interest or 
a violation of Federal statutes, this matter appears to 
be one solely within the investigative province of 
authorities iu your area. 

Sincerely yours. 
J'. Edgar Hoover 

Note: 

Above letter written pursuant to referral from 
the Office of. ~ the Vice President. X·erox copy of the original 
referral and its enclosures being returned with the copy 
of th-9 letter to the Vice President. 

Riha,· Czechoslovak-born; nattiraiized, former pro
fessor of Russian history at Colorado University, departed 
from Denver area March, 1969 1 without notifying friends, 
associates, or his estranged wife. His disappearance has · 
been glamorized in rec~nt months by energetic Denver reporter 
and spiced up with ·'·references to a mysterious paramour 
under whose influence Rilla had fallen. 

Fischer-Galati, according· to Bufiles, was deferred 
in World War II for psychoneurosis, anxiety type. He reportedly 
advised State Department in 1950 he w~~ ~ glose frieq9 of 
the Director's, an untrue statement. -._ 

1: R A.T 1 -, J.J 5· -~J,/S 11-/V-P - .5o u-JfC.iE /J.Ir-0-./H~J ,. ,-o~ - -\ 

. He communicated with justice Department 4/7/69 
concerning Riha's disappearance. Justice acknowledged his 
letter. Fischer-Galati has been mentioned in several press 
items in th~ Riha case as an acquaintance and Universtty 
associate. He is a professor of history, Colorado University. 

Copy of letter being sent to The Vice Presid~nt~?tH.ff12~,f1 Liaison. 

\ 

Salutation of Dr. taken from established reference book. 

~C. f3C:.tt./G St£/J'r DciJ'-IE:./? DFI=IC:.E:... st-.r I 

- 2-
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Dr. Stephen Fischer-Ga~.a.ti 

While I am certain the Vice President would 
like to r~ of more assistance to you in this matter and 
appreciates your concern for your colleague, in the 
absence of information indicating Federal interest or 
a violation of Federal statutes, th:ts matter appears to 
be one solely w:tthin the investigative province of . 
authorities in your area. 

Note: -

Sincerely yours, 
J'. Edgar Hoover 

Above letter written pursuant to referral from 
the Office of. ~ the Vice President. Xerox copy of the original 
referral and its enclosures being returned with the copy 
of the letter to the Vice President. 

Riha," Czechoslovak-born, naturalized, former pro
fessor of Russian history at Colorado University; departed 
from Denver area March, 1969, without notifying friends, 
associates, or his estranged wife. His disappearance has 
been glamorized in recent months by energetic Denver reporter 
and spiced up with - ·references to a mysterious paramour 
under whose influence Riha had fallen. 

I • 

Fischer-Galati, according· to Bufiles, was deferred 
in Worlu War II for psychoneurosis, anxiety type. He reportedly 
advised State Department in 1950 he was a close friend of 
the Director's, an untrue statement. He has been in periodic 
routine contact in the past with the Romanian Embassy and 
contacts not of known security significance. ' He was born in 
Romania. In 1966 CIA advised Fischer-Galati was of interest 
to and used to a limited degree by that agency since the 
early 1950s. He communicated with Justice Department 4/7/69 
concerning Riha's disappearance. Justice acknowledged his 
letter. Fischer-Galati has been mentioned in several press 
items in the Riha case as an acquaintance and University 
associate. He is a professor of history, Colorado University. 

Copy of letter being sent to The Vice P_!'estdent~f tf>Jf)-2~~ -f7 Liaison. 
- \ Salutation of Dr. taken from established reference book. 

~c. Br!tt./G St;.NT ne.uv£:./f oFt=,c.E:... st-r t 
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To: 

... ,ICE Qf THE VICE ?~ESID.a... 

The Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of 

In.vestigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 

REFEtUlAL 

ACTiON REQUt:STED-

___ Draft rc.pJy for: 

--------·Vice President's signature. 

------- Undersigned'fl signature. 

March 16, 1970 

NOTE 
___ Memorandum for use as enclosure to 

reply. 
Prompt action is essential. 

. X Direct reply • 

. ~X Furnish information copy. 

If more than 48 hours' delay is encom·tered, 

please telephone the undersigned immediately. 

____ Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 

-------- Furnish copy of reply, U any. 

____ For your information. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum. or comment is r~ 

quested. ~· 

.> 

) ~ ___ For comment. -·. 
~ ~ 
1 ~-----------------------------------~--~--------------------~t_) ________ __ ~ ~ -
~ ,REMARKS: · r. 

\ '-'.~ This do:;u:;nnt is pt"ep!!red in 1·esponse to your ;request and is not for dissemi~:-:· 
;: ~ '-::t nation ou:.r.!:!: 1'~''1' Comrn:i:' 'ee. · !':s w;o is limite:l to official proceedings by 
!\ . ¥ your Co;,~m·:· ~e Ci,,iu.the content ·ma?J not be disclosed to unauthorized person-··-' 
'l ~ nel without the exp1·ess approval of the FBI • . .. --
8 ~ ~~ 

1'. Description: 

~ X Letter: Telegram: O~~r:. . ': :, - : ·. ··.~ ,- · / r-') ,.r1-~ ,. --- / • £ 7 c_.; '2- 5 (17 -- ~---/ ·-
! "_...... To: The Vice P1·esidcnt \'tEe- 1:1/ -/ :J ..- "' 

I· • ·From:i Mr. Stephen Fischer-Galati, Univ. of Colorado, 

I

. Date:· Februo.ry 18, 1970 . -- / 
·;:;._Subject: Investigation Into Disappearance of Pro£es~~S'T:R:ilm. 

Boulder, Colorado \\· 
y 

1-; ) 't!:.... , ·:· .cro MAR 25 1970 . 
I· ·.4~~~--------------------~--------------------------£-----------------------=~----------l· .; _, ~:n i :· / , "'" . I . , . • ' .. .t1 \ . 

. . ·• r·, ~·, ·. ' J ~ ~ I ' 
i .~ ~ \. ·;' ! ·: .• ·: ·. ·)3y direction of the Vice President / ., -'), . .. _: t' ;; <f>'>~f).t . , . ' i ' ',. --.{! U:;,.,/.,";~u·. -.. ._...___ ~ ,'- ~~ 
• •• --1~ o ~ -c''~\.U ___ Q ..... AncJrcw Law1·ence !J!'". . ·· -

• ~\\ · T.T·~ r,O· ~.r::::n .. r ~w ... f, · f:·";'r..,,t 1 t'<fo-"' ~ • j V .;· ~ i.J.. . .-. J,;J:J Jo.' _ l-11 J..,.;.:.olo 
• r.: It lE?...,.,r ... ,. • ·· '' ·.-··fp..., .L ...:Zl..lvJ.'i 

'-~ =---
.,~ GAL:gyj 
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CENTER FOR EAST EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 

UNIVERSITY OF COL.ORADO 

aoUt..DER,COL.O~ADO 60302 

/. .;./ 
,or I . ! I ~, 

Sr&-.PO 'C"' F,t;,e ~ 'i:. K... - c.,•-t/ LIt I 

-· ; ;VI'' . 
'l/' ,rlJ I• • 

/~, I tJ ,JC-. 

· . February 18, .1970 

The Honorable Spiro T. Agne;·r 
Vice P£esident of the United States 
The \lhite Ecuso 
'\-lashin~to.ri, D.C. 

Dear Hr. Vice President:· 

In the hope that you have read. th~ eccou~1ts of the 
d . .,c. --'\ ..... ri"l' p."' ., ..1-., .1_. • . J..sappea.rance 0.1.. :::rol.e sso::r.." l!lOBas •• J.t~a ana. v.q.e m;ys ve::r..~.l.ous 
circu;-rJ.ste .. J1.ces surro'.rn.di.ng the investisation of t:-1.at dis~ 
appaar8.n.ce by the p:eo:par a.uthori ties, loc.al and federal, 
I aru t<ik5_ng the liberty o:- enclosine; a. copy of the latest 
relevant acco1.~nt. from Tl~~ Dcnva::L' Post • 

. As a trustee of the Thor:1as Riha Fund.~ I shou.ld like 
Ito soJ.icit you.r assistar:.co in securing a ce.re.ful in-
vr;s.1·-~c:-.,.:·'ic>""' ~-.~1 Trl~=>"'.,..,~n-·.r-t,l ,.n~·olut:-io•~ of" thA ,..~,...,.. l'flh"' ... v l.c:,~· ...,_ ~L ~-"" "~ ~ <;;"...)..:..·-- 0 .1. ,_ - <.:; .. , _.. -·-·- ·'· ... •• ~ •• c:. • ...,c:: • - ;:. 
failure of t~e local c;n.ttho:r·i ties end of the Unive.rsi ty 
of Colorudo to conduct a proper invcstisatio~ at·t~e 
t -lmt:· of' "C·no•f'::;,'"'SO~· ::;~..:bP.fS A-icr ....... n""!:)"n";'1C:, ~n ~.'',.,..,..c1· 1Co,..9 J·s .c...!"' - .& .. .:.. _ ....... ....., ..:.... -I..J. __ , '-\..l..t .. ,C. .. .:...,.::-c:..•.~ .. ,_., - -"' ll.c. .. .;... ... .i -., .. 

reflect:t vo o~ the lac~: of concc!'n a.rld "::mreaucrc.tic inept.:. 
nesn '.·:h:tch ht=!.s bcG:n so ::r..~ightJ.y cr:iticized 1::.y you in recent 
month"' T11 a1.., ""' 0 '"' o-~ rc•-)U•~1 ~ ro..t..-l on of -'-'nt:> Tt'n'1 ~·pr:o..,.,.l..••1 ':":10~"""1 .. ,..._.;,:>e ..r..- · 4 C .. Ut-.., ..1.. ...,l. ... ..l-C.J.lJ.,.~. ...... _, V - - • ...... U(.J.. •. •-.&l.l.JC..- .. ~ .. _c, 

values ~ .. :hich he..vc histo!'icalJ.y diffor.o;;r..tiated cle!:!.ocrr-..tic 
from totalitarian, bu=eaucratic·societics, it ~ec~s 
.;m..,....,:,r~.-1--i\:-'"' 4-h"+- tb~ ......... l.·l-i, 'oo::> ,.,..•co-~"'""'"'d ~lo n!:>J.;..c.,.. •rh..,"- t'·p .z-1: }.''"'" .. C.."- u_ 't_: \.·--·:' v ' !~ V..!.. l l.t-:- - v..... V ....-:;.,;.,. t.- . .; ·--... V v ....~... ~\ __ c,, iJ ..:.!..., 

e:z!tbarctss~:-ant to those ~.-!h.o failed to fulfill 'their mo:r•c:,l 
and even Jegul obligB.tions. 

Professo:r Riha' z ca.se is particularly relevant in 
thr~- t 1'"' ,... ..... :-.c·'- <::!.: nc::. 1'1~ '··~" a r'"' l"1lc.·e =- r~ro.., co··l··~'-nl· c:--'- Czt:>c..,.,O ~' co.;.:'"'"" v a..."'~-l..J .,_ .,._c: ,,._.;:;, c vJ.. ...... 0 t. .. - ... ~.. J. .. - .. av ... .:;.JV ..... •!. -

sloval::la. It ···!ould be a S3.d cor:.:.nent<.'-ry ir.d~~cd on our , 
dcr.1ocrat:i.c society if he i·rere to b~ the victi~n of buranu
cratic ncglj.ccnce or of tactics ide:ntified t.·Ji th the re0~.me 
\·lh:tch h•3 OSC£!.,l)Gd; 

I \·/Ould be ·]_):,?..s:::d to sent~ you all n!at£:rials p8rt:inent 
to tll., c..,sn ... ~"10''1 r1 +-·n~t bC\ 1'"0''1). ~'""0 to f'ac.: "! i ~-'::l.t.,.., t1lf"l t,.. t..\ t.;) .::.'..:.-~~..: ......... v .. <..... - l.; l~ .. \.~ .. , - ....:.._.__v\ .. v", ~ 

honox·abJ.o resoluo.~c:1.on of. th0 cnse of Proi.'ensor Riha. 

5100 
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CENTER FOR EAST EUROPEAN J. 'AIRS . . e UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO e 
BOULDER,COLORADO 60302 

J.. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

I1arch 25, 1970 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mro Hoover: 

/ 

Thank you very much for your letter of r1arch 19, 1.9:70 
with reference to the disappearance of Professor ThomaSJRiha. 

. I 

1 
·l 

Since I am not aware of the extent of the jurisdiction ;· i 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, r am unable to provide {j) I 

any information which will allow investigation of the dis- · 
appeara.11.ce by the FBI. The only basis \vhich may permit action o· 
by the FBI appears to be Professor Riha's status as a recipient 
of flliids from the Office of Education of the Denartment of ~ 
Health, Education and 1-!elfare under the provisions of the U:.z. 
Nationa..L Defense Education Act at the time of his disappearance n 0 
in 1-la:tch 1969 o whether the receipt of monies from a Federal ladarc b; 
a8ency constitutes a legal relationship with the Federal }' 1 ~ 
Government vlhich 'tvould fall within the J'urisdiction of such (L• ~ . 

eli Federal agencies as the FBI is unknoHn to me but, conceivably, 
it would provide a rationale for participation in the case by X ~ 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. :E 

Yours sincerely, 

~~-~~ 
Stephen Fischer-Galati 
Director 

, 

Iii~ 
~) 

{ 

~ .• t . 

'- I (J 5 -Z:f'? ,::;. ~ t:....::.i ::_.: 
SFG: ml r reqttest and is not for d;is~e:::i-. tfJ '. 970 . 

. • ed i?t 1·esponse to pou. . 1 t off;dal. procce(h:tfiS 2lt · 
This doc11.m~~t 1.8 ~"e~~mittee. Its use ts l1d'li~?-tela. cJ to u~a:u.thm-~zcd persollr 

t'o1l o·dst~ ·~ 1JO x , ,.J. , .... may not be ~sc os ee;:wiiJEIIill' na '1. • .,_,.,e a,nu the co .• tA31~~ . h FBI . - {(:) ~-· 
yo~'-r Cor,t'!:~ ;. · ess a,pp?·oval of t e • • ~ . : · : ·~ t 

"'! ,;tnou• the eO'![!r • S~- , , ~E '· f 
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Rt.C-15~ " 
j(}5-78J5jp ·- JC 

Dr. Stephent:ischerJ!alati 
Directm."' 
Center for East Europemn Affaire 
University of Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 80302 

March 31, 1970 · 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Mro DeLoach 
Pftr ~ Bishop 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Sullivan 
Liaison 
Mr. Gray 
Mro Redfield ·· 

c:-

-_.. 

RafeTence is made to your letter dated March 25, 
1970~ concerni~g the disappearance of Professor Thomas 
Rihn. 

~~~1-3 
<!:>C~<:s-
.,._.~ ~~
~ c 
<>-()~ R. 
~cog 
c ~~ ~ 
~~ ~ ~ 
~ :::~~ 
~ .; '~<:"'f., 
C\) (\::) • ...,:,. N. 

<:~:>~c<"J> 
H.S~~ 
~ ~'l ~ 
~ <:-!-()~ 

r ' The information you furnished has been C2!'efully gg ~ ~ ~ 
0 :reviewed. Based upon thG available facts, there is no .@ 8 ~ ~ 

~ f) a' indication of a ''iolation of any Federal statutes over ~ §-~~-
!§ 0~~~~i~: !~i:9:~~!~e;a~0j~~!~diction. Therefore, I am uuable ~:~ i 
~ ~ c ~c 

2: : . ..: (..) '-+.~ &.i ~ 

O

r.. ~·~~ .- Sincerely yours, ~~~; 

V ~C'~·c:::: 
':-1 ~ \ \ t;j~ c 

~ n. d .\\ J. Edgar :E{oove~. ~ R. ~ ~ 1 • 1 -v · .... .;:; 
. ~~~ ~' -~: ~NR:ebp ~ ~ ~~ ~ 
I ~11) g '::li~' (9) ·~ ~~~ 
0 ~~~~ NOTE: ~ . . _ ~p ~~~ +>..--.. ~~- • . .c~~ 
:>-.? ;: ll>r-"i • : j~~~ 
A"~+'~~ . I' 
o ::... rs:J d ~» - Riha, Czechoslovak-born, naturalized, former ~ ~-~· 

.a -o .a professor of Russian history at Colorado University 9 departed ' ~ .~~ ~ 
~ ~), Denver area March, 1969, without notifying friends, associates ~i. g '-+> 

("-.!).{ ~ · · or his estranged wife o . His disappearance has been glamorized ~ ~ ~ 
'· in recent months by energetic Denver reporter and spiced up ,:- H: ~ 

,.. with references to a mysterious paramour under whose influence ~ ~ ~· 
r-\).,_~~" ~ ·Riha. had fallen.o c 00 ~ :t ~ '1";J 

Fischer-Galati previously wrote to the Vice President 
concerning the disappearance of Riha, which letter was referred 
to the Bureau for replyo He was informed the FBI had conducted 

spcr no investigation concerning· the disappearance of Riha; had no 
~.:~"~k ~ information regarding his ,whereabouts and there was no indication 
11 -:-r- -' of a violation of Fepe,r~j/ law vdthin the FBI 'a jurisdici!iollob Our 
~. 4•,preply to the informa!l:~on in his; current letter was coordinated with 
·:~;"• Y the Accounting. and ~t~t:tqs\;Je , , ·~llel.:'al 1n·1.•c:st.i .gative Divisi,ono 
yar s . ~·\') • .\ 1) y). : •I /J (/l 
:~·c~aom- 5, (j L1 P Q -r Q 1h-;~,;-i · · .; : l .0 ~ \ NOTE CONTil\TtJED. PAGE 2 't '•\1/-1' '-
ndv , • . ~IAI~flOO~'[J) . El~~~f~uNIT /? {;~~ 6.:;3 ~n~__;, 1,,-
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Dr. Stophen Fischer-Galati 

NOTE coxr:r:nrmm: --
Fischel"-Galati 1.s a professor of history, 

Colo:r~do Univcrsi'tyo Dv.J.uta.tio:n of Dro taken from 
established rs~:orencc boolca Acco:::·dtng to Dufiles, 
Fischer-Gn.lat:t wns deferred in Wm.·ld Hn.r :n :for 
psychcnem."oHis, ~:nxiet.y typeo He reportedly udvised 
State Depa:r.tment in l9UO he wn::; a close ff•1.end of the 
D~-x·ector 's, an untrue st~temen.t .. 

.S /£/.1.$ J7 I (,1 ~ .S o o I? C.$. /41ATI!E tei.AL. 

bOrn in now:min. ~ 
~61/St7iv ~ -.S ~i.JJ?c·Jf M !ri6R/Ab... 

• f!~1 con11D.tll1ica·toc~ ~:1i i:h t..l\::.st:l.{~e 
Department 4/7/G9 concern;.ng H.iha r ~-; d:i.sanpoarn.nce o Justice 
acknowledged his lctte:-co He has been mGntioned in so-veral 
press i t(;.Hr1s in the Riha case as tln acquaintance and Uni ve1 .. si ty 
nssociateo 

.. 2-
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Dro Stephen Fische~-Galati 

Fischer-Galati is ~ profesaoT of histo~y, 
Colorado University a Salutation of Dr., tal.:en from 
ast~blished reference booit.. According to Bufilcs., 
Fischer=Galati was deferred in World W@r II for 
psychoneurosi~~' anxiety typso HG reportedly advised 
State Department :in 1950 he was a close :friend of the 
Director's, an untrue statement., He has ooen in periodic 
:routine contact i:n the past: with the Romanian Embassy 
and contacts not of known seam."i ty sign~.ficance o. He was 
born in Romaniao In 1966 CIA advised Fischer~Galnti was 
of interest to and usecl to a limited de~ree by that Agency 
since ·the early 1950'so Ha communicated with Justice 
Department 4/7/69 concerning Itiha 's disappearance o ~rust ice 
acknowledged his letter. He has been mentioned in several 
press items in the Riha case as an acquaintance r:md University 
~s~o0iate~ · 

NW 55100 Docid:32989553 Page 228 

I 
j 



• 
non 3/30/70, Fred Schmidt, Director of' Security, 

-HEW, advised SA Hengemuhle, Bureau liaison, that the 
Institute of International Studies., Office of Education, 
contributes funds to an Edstern European (Slavic) Program 
at the University of Colorado. Approximately 50% of the 
cost oi' the program is paid by OE with the University 
contributing the balance. Thomas Riha was one of the 
instructors hired by the University under this program. 
His salary would be paid by the University and he receives 
no funds directly from.OE and OE has no control over his 
employment. He is not a federal employee. J1Jffi" 
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• 
By t<ERMIT JAEDIKER 

- .. ,..-::;, 1; ,. 

~~ MILE-HIGH DENVER, eco, 
nomic and cultural capital of the 
Rl)<'kie:::, inn'~tigator~ are work
ing to unravel a my:::tery that at 
t:rn :-:-= ha..: ~Pf'l!l f!!I:~~-'t:~-.. a! .,urJ 
n:: i ~~~ ·1 t: t!:: .. n Zt I:tt:e .f~·:ght(:ni11g. 
Jt~ t'"ll" , .. i] ij .. , 't' i:-; G· • ... , T·u·nc>'l 
b~un;: "; h~:~:Y~~t. ·d~;1in'e~~:i~~ 
wom:m of :-:0 \'. ho had threP friends 
\\ h-1, t., p.;t it mild:y, were awfully 
u nh • ··l~\'. 

The ill-starred three were: 
o Thomas Riha, -10, a CzechosloYa

kian-born associate professor of Russian 
history at the Uni\'ersity of Colorado in 
nearby Boulder. He vanished in .March 
l!Jii?. ami~ a sp~te of rumors hinting at 
a hnk w1th espionage. Denver District 
Atto1:ney l\Iike M~Ke\·itt says today he 
has '·grave doubts' that Riha is alive. 

o Gusta\' Friedrich Ingwerson, a 78-
year-old plastics engineer. He died last 
. June fr~m <>y'lnirle p();:>oning. Galva is 
charged with forgery in connection' with 
his 11 ill. ''"h•ch made hPr a beneficiarv 

o :\f1·,;. Barbara Eg-bPrt, a 51-\•ea~:old 
divorcee who was found dead last Sep
t••mbPr i 1 her Dt•n,·er apartmed. Her 
death. tr·o. wa:< att1·:huted to cyanide. A 
typewritten suicide note was found but 
)1cKe\'itt says it's a fake. ' 

According to the district attornev 
both known deaths are suspected of be: 
il}!(' . homicides. Galya's lawyer, .John 
Koln~h. admits the police wanted to ques
tion her about them but "I told her not 
to open her mouth." Galv~ took his ad
vic~>. Ordinarily, she's quite a talker. 

For months, a fagcinating aura of 
international spying clung to the Riha 
case and still hangs over it althouo-h it 
lac:k,; official corroboration.' A contrib
uting factor undoubtedlv was Galva's 
claim, to a number of 'persons in ·the 
Denver area, that she was a colonel in 
U.S. :l!ilit::try Intelligence. 

Galra's attorney says that just isn't 
tt·ue, and Intelligence heartily concurs 
but Galya is stiil known aro'und town' 
pt'rhap;; only in jest, as The Colonel. Just 
before he disappeared, Riha himself, who 
rl:'portedly knew her Yen', very well, was 
belic\·cd to have referred to her as 
Colonel in a notation on his calendar. 

Logic il~clf tnilitatcs strongly against 
Lhe'i_j<W:.>lbi~:ty tha,t Galya was·mV:oiflcer 

in. the AmN·ican intelligence. She was a 
f~·('l:-ttmi:l."""'commercial art.~-;rofes
ston,_ as g-ood a cover for a ,;py as any, 
but 1f she went around broadcasting she 
was an intelligence officer, that auto
matirally blew her cover. 

ThP Colon~! stuff a~id·', th<>rE' h:we 
bN•n "''ri<.u::: qu~stio-.:s a.- to whether 
RH·a him~t·lf m:tr ha\·e rla'•hl,.d in st>c-r£'t 
=~::~ - ~: · y. H·, ; ~·i ~ · .... : . .,,. · : . ~ ~·L .~ >) ~~ ·:(i i i•r 
.:. :;~ \' -" b~,;:. in l ':.L:. L..e ~:. nri Il'<.•n 
C\:~·hdn e ~Hl:.t•·y, <'~1n!.., ,.,, t1~flo {"' ~- in 
1~, -4 7. bl·carne a natu~·a!J7t)d c~t t 7.Pn. 
studil'd hard and rerei\·ed b:t'·h£>lor'3 and 
m;:~t,. , ·s· d'·!::'l'l'<':" at th~ l'niv.::·sih· nf 
f'al~:·, ·n !!a. to ~ar nothi:·~ {d a do.:tt;rat; 
fr0m H:11·vard. 

un 
rdE TAUGHT at the Univ~rsity o!Chi
cago, at )farburg University in West 
Germany and then join€-ci the f:1.cult.y of 
the t:niversity 'Jf C,>!orado. He'd been 
around a lot, geographicaly speakit•g, 
had prof'!ssorial pals all O\'t·r the coun
try and, what's more, was a Jead~ng 
authorit~· on Russian histotv • 

. _In addition, he had ma<.!t; at least two 
VI:Hts to ~Ioscow. He went there in 1958-
59 to attend :lfoscow Univt'rsity as an 
exchange student and he revistcd l\Ios
cow in 19GB as a guide for a tom·in?: 
gt·oup of colleg·e professot·s. -

One report has it that he told ft'ienc!s 
.. in Dl'll\'el' that he was once ~IH'I'• ' ,,..'·ed 
fl·lll. "'t:;i.:-::i·h}scow• subway' by a"n1au• who.~ 

asked_ ii he would do intelligenr.e work. 
Bi!rl~ri1riold t~e stor~ jokingly, tfie im
phcatwn of the Joke bemg that just about 
every American tourist in Russia was 
?Pen to appr~ach by Soviet agents seek
lllg spy recruits. 

Galya has hinted that Riha had worked 
fo~ Uncle Sam, which proves nothing. 
Still another source, completely without 
official support, says he was connected 
with an American espionage outfit. 

~ But ?.1cKevitt insists, "I don't suspect 

/

,espionage," and in \Vashington, the Cen
tral Intellig-E.>nee AgPncy, the Federal 

·Bureau of lm'estigation and the State 
Department have all denied knowledge of 
the Riha case. But even bereft of the 
cloak-and-dagger angle, the case has its 
moments, thanks largely to Galya. 

"A fascinating, brilliant person with 
a complex mind," says District Attorney 

. l\fcKevitt in speaking of her. 
· The first and perhaps the most 

terrifying 0f a clus1;~r of strange events 
tied in with Galya occurred .March 9, 
l!lG9, a Sunday, at Prot. Riha's ranch
style home on a pirtul'",;quP hill slope in 
the uni\•ersity town of Boulder, 20 miles 
from Denver. 

Rih~1's 25-vear-old wife, Hana, stood 
screammg a:· a brtl:·oom window of the 
house. She was heiprd out the window 
by neighbors. About hN· was a strong· 
odo!' of etlwr. 

Boulder po:Ice wrre summolh'd to the 
scent>! by n.me oth"r than Galya, \\ ho 
was Ill the hi>U<;e. Sv w:J.; Riha. Gah•a 
d<•arly !I hk"·l·har~·.- ~"l\ nwt ih.• e;p; 

·I at" tn~· · u\1~•1. · Sh~ ·t.olJ th:.m.-.-t;u;:·-~Hrs. ' 
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R~ha hild lockP.o hcr;:clf in the bedroom. 
tha~ •• u:;:r funu•s "''·rc- "rn:d:r:!r~-i·bm · 
inside the room and that ~•Irs. Rfha fi~l 
screaming to 'he window when Gah·i!l. 
and the r>ro!'t>ssor :.hreatcncd to brei!;; 
the bedroom door op::-n. 

. Mr:-. IU:a's .s:orJ co!d:L·t,•J sh:J.rp:;? 
With Galya 's ,·e:·~I.J:l. ~he i ::~ 1::~•·.:J til::.t 
tl:~ pr-} · ~r c~, ~ ~:Q' :·~ .. , :!: :- r · '\· .. :-~~r :J"'.!,5";: 
.......... ~ ~: ; ~,: " ! '~ "' •·: ~ ~: · •'' ~= · -~~ :! ' : ~:: 'l · 
that ~hP o~1 : .. · ~~a!··, J ..... :1 ~::~''!:; ..,.: :7-t-n 
gJ,c J~ ~u·t·J ~!H.1 a:i~.titr~, ta~ v: )~.J o\·~rC •Jtn3 
her. 

Police madr a ~.:-a)-.·h an,J f·l~m·.' :1 5:!1' 
of etL_t'r ~u,d :-:e,·cr~~: c~!.l;'r-.:-: :;u: .. l·d ,baU-:.e 
pa~s m th~ bed c~v"r"' itt ~lrs. 1~ ~ :.a:s 
.., ~" !U''l l£1. \\ !: ) p:.:t ~!h:.!l :::.· :~·, 3! . .J ;\'!1(-Jl,~ 
was not cxp;ained. 

Galya coolly told investigators that 
~frs. Riha, a Czechoslovakian, was not a 
U.S. citizen and that immigration au
thorities hac: been called because her visa 
had expired. However, a Xew York at
torney and longtime friend of l\frs. Riha 
declared that "there was not'fting urgent 
about ~frs. Riha's visa status that night 
nothing pressing, no imminent deporta~ 
tion." 

rv~~S. RIHA phone her attorney fdend 
that very night and sobbingly told her 
story anc: pleaded for his help. Ev~ntual
Jy ~he _moved east to Brooklyn, obtaining 
a JOb 111 a New York bank. Prof. Riha 
had already filed divorce proceedings to 
end !1is five-month marriage and after 
he disappeared, his wife filed a counter 
suit anc.' won it. She also won a S5 000 
judgment. · ' 

When District Attornev McKevitt wu 
ask<.>d about the ether busines<;, he hinted 
it may have been "an attempt to scare. 
:Mrs. Riha" that sprang from the 
"thought proc<'ss of a mixed-up mind." 
He didn't elaborate. 

Galya's presence in the household may 
be explained by the fact that she and the 
professor h~d been friends for some time 
-perhaps even more than friends. A'tt 
authoritatiw souret• qlWtt>:< G:~;\·a a.-; h:w
ing said she Jived with niha ·for about 
two _ancl a half months prior to his 
marr1age. 

The polict> report on the ether episode 
described the chunk\•, 160-ponl1d Galva 
as "the fullback type." What drew tha 
rather good-looking- profes;:,1r to he1· is a 
puz;.ler. Probably the attraction of op
posites. 

-. H<;,....ly;t;; _Jmowl} to .b~ _ qui.:,f;_.qn•!~SQft
spokl!n~ gwe!'r to scholarly pursuits a.nd 



i 

I I 

.. ,_ 

to '".J"i~"inr:....:';;he has been dl'scriheil as 
.. ,,lk~-.:~ ... ...:\· · ~ : ...... , . .-~ .::·\~, .. i...., a -.· ~- ~: =~3h:~·.-' 
:nHi ) · :. ~, · .. ·-\ i:~.lt ~: ~:. <· ~ ·r:c:;r. ( ~: , n'l. 

Jit.·!" {;:-:=::- !:?~:( .. i~cFca·, .. ~ r:- ~ · ·,.r~'·<..~~. 
e-·ven . ...:.ia,\·ic o:r;t,:T: .. h~;c actua:~}", ~ ~ !.:''!'!;py 

~~:.:d~h ~sa~·s .. s~.e h~' :.~ .. L?rn., in ,_s~.1,. L?~;.s 
d.,.! .. t · .. 1';;:'3;. • • ~ ~ ••• e .\h .... (,.or.(, ''!(· ...... 

~:a: i .. £1~ t:t-·::-::: <L;·(.,.:.:-~ - ·~ ;··~·!c<,;: .-\ ~t. \\" Yt·~t~s 
CH!O. P..~<"t.'t•·:~n~ ;o J\.O:O::,r.. ~nt~ ::.!~:!'t•l{ !'1 . . . 
a r~~··· .. :u~y ;:. .... t :.t~~'i.t ;-~: ·.g "(,:,t" " ! !-f;r 
three c?:i:<:lren a!:d ~r:e won it. Later. s!:e 
changt:..i her name leg-a:iy to Galya Tan
nenbaum. 

Kokish .saYs her mother li\"es in Gal
va, Ill., and suggests :.Irs. Tanm•nbaum 
may ha\·e alTh·ed at Galya by "p!aying 
around with the word Gah·a." It was 
certainly more exotic than Gloria. 

A week after :\Irs. Riha made her 
precipitate exit via a window of the 
hou~e, Prof. Riha disappeared. He was 
to have attended a meeting of history 
profe~:;ors in Dem·er on :March 15, a 
Saturday, and. characteristically method
ical, had noted this on his calen":iar pad. 1 

He failt"<l to show up at the meeting. r· 

Friends repeatedly phoned the house 
that day and got no answer. ~ext day, a 1 
group of acquaintances, whom he was 
to have picked up for a dinner engage- 1 
ment, called at the house, rang the door- \ 
bell, got no answer and peerr·d through 
the kitchen window. · 

and rec~h-~d _unq~~Efi;~ nel!ath·e re-
:--: <"' r~. - " ~. T! . .:. ~ : · """:' .. -... .... .. ',. . : · ::~ · · ·.r 
(•'. ~ •• : ... • \; ·,\ ! Ml :· · ~ 

0 

•• : ,... .. . 0 0 1 ' ... ... • ;.: 

at!<!•• :: f: .. ,,.e .rc·"'t :\'(·".! ::(. ~ : , .. , ''!!':' .. • =•ll: 
h:r.·o~.g cledtl:ce tv ~\.;,po,h.«•!!S h:J••..,t 
e~p:o:1a:.:e." 

\Yl::-. thE' app!'< ach of l::~t !-:tm!lwr. 
the .Af:a:rt! T~tr.;:.t::~ · ~:~:zn t\ .. , ,, a .. < '' :d:tl 
<·h~;!::·~ :·.:!·n. ll:g"',.\"•:r:.:()n \\·= ~ ' ~t·:~: .d d•,.t(l 
J:,i I? :' ~=~ :::~ r.( ~';t-- t.: .. 1-~ . ; F ,. -~· ... t ~L, 
Denver. Death wa,: at fir,:t attributed to 
a heart attack, b~t an autop>'y showed 
traces of mercuric cyanide. 

As an engineer, says Koki,:h, Ing;ver
son Jsed cyanide in mineral assaying. 
The district attorney's office developed 
an interest in Ingwerson's death. The 
police were intrigued to learn that Galya 
knew Ingwerson, who \\·as a widower. 
She told the cops they had picnicked to
gether and even talked marriage. 

Interestingly enough, lngwerson a)!;O 
knew Prof. R1ha. ln•~!)£<L during a clean
up of Ingwerson's hc.me la>'t December, 
Ingwerson's son, D.:>r.aid. found Riha's 
wedding ring. 

The next development came when 
Galya was arrested 11n a charge of hav
ing forged. in part :.t lea~t, the Ingwer
son will and presente:l it in Denv!'r Pro
bate Court with al!eg<d intent to defraud 
Donald Ingwersen d Denvel' and Mrs. 
Esther Footo of Colorado Springs. 

They could see the kitchen table and ~ 
on it a place setting consisting of a ce-
J·eal - bowl, dishes and 'silverware. Ap- OLICE quoted ::\Irs. Foote as saying 
parently it had been set for a breakfast Galya asked her to witness the docu-
Riha never ate. 

ment, but Mrs. Foote ;;aid she didn't sign Investigating police discovered that 
while Riha was a man known for preci- it and that the witness' signature on it 
sion and neatness, his personal papers was a forgery of he<· name. Under the 
were rather wildly scattered across his terms of the will, Galya. was left 100 
c;e~k, where he had been preparin,!?," his shares of stock. The will was drawn up 
mrome tax return. Among his efferts 

13 days bf'fore Ing\\"•:r;;on's death. was his cale11<lar pad bearing- the :\larch 
11 entry: "dinner Colonel." This was be- Galya denied the forgery, but aulhor-
li<'ved to refer to Galya. · ities were unimpre-;sed. After all, she 

had dabbled in forgery before. She had 
The mystery of his disappearance al- an arrest record dating back to 1950 

most immediately touched off rumors when she was taken into custody in San 
that the quiet professor of Ru!<sian his- Antonio, Tex., on a charg-e of forging 
to1-y might actually be a pedagogic government checks. She was I ate r 
Janws Bond. sentenced to a year and a day for mail 

Close friends expressed fears he theft, but was placed on probation. 
mi:!·ht be dead. But a unive1·~ity offi<·ial In 1960, she was sentenc<•d in Illinois 
announced reassuringly that he had re- to nine months for getting money hy 
~eived a report-from "reliable sourcE's" false nretenses with a check. Later the 
in 'Va:-;hington-that Riha wag "alive same "year she drew 1 to 5 Y<'ars in a 
··nd \\"P.ll." Later, however, l\Ic-Kevitt said women's reformatory on two charges of 
the alive-and-well conc)u:"ion sprang forgery and one of embezzlement. 
'''om a misundersta11din~r and termed the In the midst of the lngw<•rson inquiry 
''l'port "an honest mistake." rame thE> ren•lation that an im·estigat.ion 

Rt>p. Donald G. Brotzman (R-Col.), was undet· way into ihe death of a third 
:!<'<'Ol'diw• to his administrative assistant, most unfortunate friend of Galya-i.\ilrs. 

f:
Pobe.1·t. fonsing, "made inquiri<'s lo 1-lili- Egbert. She was found dead in her flat 
.ary Intelligence, the CIA ~nd ~he FBI ~It 1330 Race St .. on .~~lt;-H-\l,.nd . Di;;~ricc. 

!.4- _'.:.,._ • ..e• . • f • ..· •'' ~· ·. · ~ ~~~-------
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A i.t~1:n.ey :\Id\:Hi~t l'ai.J :_:.::~: .:..!'~' w •. c; a 
.;: .. :. · ' . t· ~ - . :, . c.: ~ 1 ;: ... -. · - .. • t • •• . :" · 

l', .c a~tt.oJ•:-.y, )!ch(•\·Jn ~~ ,.t,~"'·L 11i5= .. 
,.·. . .. , .... .... :. .. . .. ..... : • I· 
q~l(J!~tjy :--t:~ ~~}-~:,i· rz:;i;::\:~ ~r.t.·:":::t:d -L Ht~:~ · ·;:·i-
2·11- Lllg-<<tl St. In t!w 1 > a~t·mr·· · t ~r.(·\" 
f~ ... ·..:?~d a r(· ·.::'(! r•f ;~"t~:: .. :\! K.·,!:: : . : ~ - :f
ii1·cl a~ I•OW:;:;i~;m c\'anitlt•. 1!" ~.lid Ga'\·a 
}~::d a P"'·:o ~~ .. 1~ o:·!~:"!''" ~;. ~ ~ .. . : . . r c-.~.i 
worn.E"d with chemica!s 11; tilat Ct•nnec
tion. 

The Denver press was still kicking 
the Riha mystery around this January 
~vhen . Gal_ra, free pending the for,!?,"P.ry 
lll\'e!'hgatlon, co n sent e d -to he inter
viewed, but solely on thE' l'Uhjel't of 
Riha, in lawyer Kokish's office. 

I She declared unequivocally that Riha 
\\'as still alive. She said, in fact, that he 

I had visited her in Denver twice sin<'e his 
disappearance. once in :.ray and later in 
the summer. She !iaid he was lh·ing in 

i :\lontreal, although she had no address 

I for him. "I don't know what he's doing," 
she added. "I neYer a;:ked him." 

She said he left Boulder "hP.cause 
things were pre~sing in on him" both at 
the university and in his hou,:ehold, the 
latter an apparent reference to hi:; di
vorce proceedings. She in:-isted !'he didn't 
know how he left Boulder, but in the next 
breath admitted she picked up hi!< car at 
Stapleton Intemational Airpo1t after his 
departu1·e. 

\Vhen the interviewer remarkt>d that 
Riha was said to be a "p<'rfl'ctionist," 
Galya said sardonically, yes, he was a 
perfectionist - in leaving Boulder. She 
shook with laughter. 

Before closing the interview, she 
made a prediction: "Tom [Riha] will be 
here some time in Januarv." The l'E'~r!'ss 
was wrong on that one; but a lot of 
things that didn't. !<how up in lwt· l'l'y:;tal 
ball materialized in January. to gay 
nothing of February, and they were all 
on the wrong side for Galya. 

She was acru!'ed of forgery of a 
warranty deed in th<' ~alP of Prof. Riha's 
home, forgery of a deed of tru!it linked 
with the house, mvl furv.r.ry of RUm'!> 
name to a $330 check to fin:mce a char
tered plane trip for herst>lf and two 
companions la!'t July 30 to San Antr,pio. 

She was also charged \·•ith forp;ery in 
the transfer of the title to Riha's car, 
sold for $1,21)0 to Antl:••ny .T, :::ll'nnP. a 
hi.c:h srhool principal. Stone !'aid he 
bo11ght the car April 1. whieh wonl·l be 
abotlt two We<'ks aflel' Ril•a's di~apr.<'ar
anl'<', with a ch!'ck p:,ynhlr> lo Riha. 

It was furlher discloo;ed that Gal,l'a, 
in a burst of l!<'llNosity. donah>d :l l:"·~·e 
part of Riha's art Cl)\1,><;1)<>11, \\it'' nn 
appraised value of more H>·->.> '>': _•.'1_000, ' 



• 
tcr.,..i~TJenver Art ~b{r;ul1!. G'alya 
clainwd Riha le-ft the collection in her 
custody. 

From Riha's ex-wife in New York 
came a ~tatement that the professor 
'"may not bt> alive-h2 dor.s not even 
write his mother." Riha's mother died in 
Gl.'rma!!\' in Ft-bruary. and Riha faHed 
to ~how· up for the funeral. 

Gaiya, facing trial on the forgery 
rap!'. pieaded innorent by reason of in
!l:.nity and wa~ Jodgr>d in Colorado Psy
chin~ric Hosp:ral, wl:ere two st.ate-ap
pointc•d psychiatri.,;ts examined her. They 
rE>pcrted her lc·ga;iy sane. 

HoweYer, Koid sh !laid, one "hedged a 
l:it" and indica ted ;:.he had a "severe 
t:Hsor.alitv di~ord .. r" and it was further 
suggested· she might be "a pathological 
liar." Kokish obtained pe1mission to have 
a third psychiatri;:t examine her and it is 
E-Xpected a sanity trial will be conducted, 
probably in June. 

~ YE:-l" though two doctors had reported 
in a manner highly unfavorable to the 
d«>fc,nse, Galya's s~ay at Colorado Psy
chiatric was not entirely unproductive. 
Between talks with the doctors, she 
whiled away the hours by taking a fli~ 
at fine art. 

The pictures she turned out were 
conl'idered good enough to be exhibited 
in the highly prestigious Miller Stock
man Galleries. They consisted of water 
colors and acrylics, a paint that look.z 
like oil paint but dries faster. 

Denver ?<>st art critic Rena Andrews 
\"lewE>d them and rep6rted that the 
aerylics wer~ close ~,) the worl<s of the 
GPrman exprf.g::iorists but that Galya 
•·u~es very s>mny ~:olv~·s like Van Gogh." 
The artist had "a diswrbing technique" 
in that :t appeared she ran a comb 
through <;hc. paint, leaving ridges, but 
fo1· all that she seemed to have genuine 
talent. 

The exhibit drew wide interest, 
partly, to be sure, bt\c:1use of the notor
idy surrounding thP. artist and, at $40 
a th1·ow, th~ pain;!ngs were reported 
st>lling well. Indeed, the gallery has re
qtH'~ted that Galya turn in some more 
paintings with the hint that the price 
may be upped. 

This !Pad;; to thP. reasonable conclu
sion that 1f Galya beats the charges 
against hE-r, ::he m:ty be launched on a 
nt•w career, prrhaps eNm more lucrative 
than forgery-·and rerLainly a Jot Jess 

• ·1;.~~..!--~v... .t•'i t",,. J'->11.- VJ !~~-·v 

' 
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~rof. Thomas Riha's disappearance more than a year ago from his home (below) 
In Boulder, Colo., produced a flurry of rumors that . he was involved in 

,.__. - ,.. international espionage. 
., 
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Colorful, domine~ring a'l~a·-ta~e~ted 
Galya Tannenbaum is' shown confer
ring with .her aft?rney, John Kokish 
(-<E-) between hec;rings on charges 
of forging .+he missing Prof. Riha's 
name to papers disposing t1f-lfos't,·ume 
·~a?.: 
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h;t~·h_!r. s~~re time, she dab-
- Qled _at p<nnfmgs f},l. }, some :>f which 

were shown in a Denve• 9allery. 
Colorado Congressman Donald Brotz
man ~~ sought dues TO cloak
and-dagger activities in Wa:hington, 

!but received negative replies from 
~the FBI, CIA, and U.S. Military 

Intelligence. -

" 
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0 '~''" "'-'"-'' 1 r vr 1....-0LOHADO 

• BOULDER. COLORADO 

NTER FOR SLAVIC AND EAST EUROPEAN STUDIES 

~FICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

J., Ede;ar Hoove:::
Director 

Narch 5, 1971 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Uni·ted Sta.tes Depar·crPent of Justice 
1-Jashinc;ton, D,C~ 20535 

./··'/ 
~ ,, / ... ~ ~~ 

Dear. I1r .. Hoover: ' ''-~ 
1 

__ •. / • .. 

Reference is made ·IJo your communication of:· r-Iar-6-11..,19, 1970 
with re s:pect ·i;o the disappearance of Professor· Thomas· Riha ~ ___ .... ~-· ... _,.,-., -·· .. . -· 

.r 

I 

~~~"-3 

I am aware of the :position of the FBI v1ith respect to ~~ ~[. 
Professor· Riha' s di sap})e arance ; never!:; he less, I am sending you ~- CJ ~ ~ 
a letter addressed to me i'Ihich vias sent froD. Cincinnati, Oh,io ~~ ~ ~ 
e. ferJ davs e.c;o ~ It is ro.y assumption that inasnuch as this commUlli-~ ~ ~ ~ 
co.tio:t "I.·J~s sent through ·!;he United States :~::tails from a place other ~f;~~ 
than Boulder it falls within the jurisdiction of ·the FBI.. ~ ~ ~ t,;· 

I do not~necessarily envisage the enclosed letter as a 
threat. Hov1ever, I ca.rmot exclude that possibili t:y- and it is 

, for this reason, as ·well as for the obvious inplication of the 
contents, that I am writing to ;jyou again at this time. 

SFG:ml 
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[~tgphc:n :Fiscllcr-Galati • 
I 

I • 
J?i~3chcr-Gnln.ti previously wrote to tho Vice President 

conccrnin~ the d:lsn!_)pearance of fiiJ.~n, Y!hich lett or was r~:~fcrrcd 
to the: Dur.::;au :fer l~C~)ly. E~ ·wns in:Cox·mcd the FDI had conducted 
no invcstization concornin3 the dio~ppourance of Riha; had no 
information rerr~rdin; his ~horcabouts:nnd there was no indicntiou 
of .a vio1at:i.on of :-'cder2..l 1:::.','·' YJi tbj_n. the FDI 's jurir.;cUction. 

Fischox-Galati is a pro:fessor of histoJ.,Y', Colorado 
Uni vo:r-si ty. Sa1ut:-J.tio:n o:J: D:c. tal-csn :f:'com est;tblishcd roference 
book. Accor~ing to Dufiles, Pischer-Galuti ~us deferred in 
\Yo!·lc1 \la1 ... II for I,i:;ycll()!-Jcu:r.."c)~.;j_!3, a11:)::lot~r type" !-Io repol--·tec:iJ.y 
r.td;.rir-lcc1 Stn.te JJap~~c~t!:!Cllt i.11 1~)[::0 l1e ;v;;;.s a clo.~.~t: f:t~io_lld of .;c11-e 

_Dj_rector 1_ s 1 c.111 t'i:1.~;:r .. ue st~t t C:~!(:" 11 t ~ 

c, vr J~JJ!J::! J {:./ ..J I I IV t-· s ou;pcE 
... ...... -

Eo crnJmunicated vith Justice Depar~nont 4/7/69 con-
cc:c:tli~:f; ltil1a·' s c1is:.~pr..lc-El1 .. 2nce o Justice acJ.:no~~;J~ef~ged l1ir:; lc~;tcl.., ~ 
I!e 11aS l;c(:11 l:tent-::tor~c:ct :lll 8~ VG:'CD..l lJ:r·oss~ i i:CI:1S in tl1G r..:il1a cn.se 
as an acquaintance ~nd Uni ve:.rsity ussoc:i.<::.1:e q 

2 -

,: ,r...-" 

\.rf/: .. !'. 
c::~:* :t ~.!-:".::::.'::.-~---... ·~·· • 

-. ·--·1 
.."'\:y-j' ·-- ... -.... ~ --~ .: ~ :"'~ 
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J.i'ischer-Galati previously wrote to the Vice President 
concerning the disappearance of Riha, which letter was referred 
to the Bureau for reply. He '.'!as informr:d the r:'13I had conducted 
no investigation concern:Lng tho disappvarance of Riha; had no 
in:fornw.tion rce2rding his v;hm:-Eabouts. ~md there was no inaicat:i..on 
of a violation o:c Feacral l!.lw w:lthin the FBI's jurisdiction~ 

Fischer-Galati is a professor of h:istory 1 Colorado 
University o Salutation o:f Dr· .. ta!{cn :frmn established rc:Eerence 
book. According to Dufiles, P::i.scher-Galati vras deferrGd in 
i':or1d War I I for psychoneurosis 1 anxiety type. He reportedly 
advised State Department in l:J50 he was a close friend of the 
Director's, an un"txue statemcnt9 He has been in periodic 
routine· contact in the past \ri th the nozm.nian llini:m.ssy and 
contacts not of known socuri ty Gi~nificz:.nce ~ I:o was born in 
no::.nania. In 1G66 CIA advised !J'ischer-G~lati v.ras ·of interest 
to and usGd. to a limited de~ree by thrtt Agency zince the early 
1950s o I~c communicated with Justice Dopartment 4/7/69 con.
corn::i.ng I~:i.ha r s disap?earance & Jus tics acknowledgGd his letter. 
He has beon :nentionud in several press i terns in the Riha ca.se 
as an acquaintance and University associateo 

- 2 -
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(Mount Cl ippiog in Space Below) 

·----------------·------

-n.{· AL\X CCXXIXGHA:'tl 
R:::~;:;· ;;fo::::t:Jin 1\'ews H'ritcr 

CH!C.~GO - l~er nnnlc is nei!Jlel' 
G:.ira nor Tanneau:mm, aec·n·din~ to 
t.t:>:'!' n hn l;;ne\\' the enig-maFrJ Dr.-nYcr 
\;; 1•i:::!'! n-:ii.'ll ~~~~ lived in C1lcago ju 

. · t:~t> J!·.: .. , :ll!d 19Cn .... 
B.:· :>.lr:::. C:oria Ann Forest Mc

?h<:r~::::. :'dm1':-> use of an exotic RS1 

·t · = s::n1e~ HfH11·.:~ is in keeping: they· sn~', 
·:. :1i1 ::. l' l~iclo:1~ .Ll.:lir for plQying mys

" · --~~::·a:~ 1·.-,1,~;.: ;.~-:0 'rt::B.ving l.t.:~bs of p? .. :·t 
:~ .. :..!::, < :-:~ [..3rt fantasy. 

· - i·- "(·i·11o-ot· 'l;ant1e"b"t'n1 t'f , . ..,u 

.. 

... 

-'·- ::. .... .... .... ... .. (l,. ... ' ... v 

:·.·:ec::-,: ::;e ntlme bv which she is better 
: "r ,.,: .. ·., ~'-''1\" "';o_:l'enlo::~ it·..: 'the ke" ·1·1· ' '-... •• .. \ .. ,. • • "' .1-''-• 1..:- -- ._.....,.,L ... "J ,.,. ~' 0 

::r<..! i:: a n:~ltl-faccted Colorado mys
:~:y. :-i1e m0:::t !;c:·p1e:dng face!, with
-:·~t <• "':·.tbl. h; i!K: nuesiion of what han
;-:·:~:;:! · ·J Dr. 'lhon1as Riha, the Czech
i:.·:!'ll ;,~-:)chte j)!'Ofesso'i· of Hussian hi~ 
::n· ,-.::) clisanr:earcd irom ti:0 Unh·er
~=:~·· r:: :.:>!orad~ ~nd :>ccmingly from tht~ 
::.t·:: l: :::·~ c:<,rth last ::warch. , 

Tl:"· Dt>m·er wcman, who was arrest
-:-:~ b::· ~o~:l,h'r r.·o!ice last Friclay and 
:~:ar~..::_; \rith. fnr£ing Riha's. name to a 
:::2:.:., !::!>t July. says she 1s one of a 
. ;·ery :_·;; rxo;::!c, if not the on!~- one, 
·.~·!w : .:~c~ t!112 P:. .• ;-;;crs. She also itisi£is 
::-_. i~ ,:;i, 0 H:1d \'\"011. ?dany pet.•plc are 
:·;l:Ji::; --, .:l6rce '':ilh the first statement, 
.:~-:, ,~~ 

' .ji5100 
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but there is contt·o\·crsy on the sccmid 
point. 

Probably no one in Chicago !mows 
where Thomas Rilla is. But few people 
here whose lives h<n-e c::.ossed paths 

. with Gloria Forest-or ::\IcPherson, ot· ·. 
whatever !lame she mig-ht have used a1; 
times-arc likely to forget it. 

She has acquired a reputation for' 
·making an imprint on people. Usu:1lly/ 
it seems, the imprint has been a painful 

.l\ot surprisingly, ~ome of those who 
ha,·e thus f-::~r her impact are retice:1t to 
talk a8out it. But from those who \Vill 
talk, this muc·h has emerged abr;m the 
remarlmbl,c: life of the former Gloria 
Ann Forest: 

0 She \Vas born in Chicago l\Iarch 
30, 1931, the o1~ly daughter of an interior~• 

·decorator, the late Joseph Forest. She• 
had two broihers. ·: 

o She spent part or her chilclho~)d ~n' 
. Galva, Ill., nc~u- Gaiena in northern IHi

noi::;. It is inter0sting to note that 1vhen 
one adds a small line to the "V'' in G3.l
va, one comes up with Galya, the name 
she cho!':c to as!>ume 1ntcr. in life . 

~) She a ttendcd a parochial school in 
St. Luuis, ?.ro., and dropped out o( a 
Catholic high school thi!rc, but got a 

~"'·( 

· . 
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• >.: .. d.),f;~hool certificate when she was 20. 
~!w JW\'l'l' received a collP~e dl'f;Ft'l', <il
:!:· ·~tgh :;he later claimed to h~\\"e a 
l'h.Jl. 

o ~i1c has been wed twice, although 
~hP daims a third maringe, to Chkago 
:trtist Leo Tannenbaum. She "v:-~s en
ga~cd to be married in 19G5 to Tanen
baum (whose name is spelled different
ly frm:1 that she lhY'N use::;), hut actu·,;Jy 
\Vas not C:ivorccd from her scco·,1d hu:>
IJand, CharlC>s R. Scimo, until10(i3. 

l\1()1'(' interesting than these biogrr•ph
ic·al 1i<1bits, ho\,rever. are reports tl1at 
::.:r~~ - Sdrno worked her way through a 
.... ,_,des of bookkeeping jobs in Chica::;o, a 
, t11all ::.nssouri city and e1sc,vht•re, 
\\"iwling up in jail several 1imes and 
o;:cc for a three-Year term in the state 
pl~isr\n in J)wight,·lll . 

, .. --.-.. 

.. StU! more fascinating, tl~r. ._')x ,: :Q~r
old Denver woman is said to have- po!'ed 
w.; an expert on virtually en'ryihing 
ll\lm p;Pology to aeronautical enginrer
in!.{ to medicine, even though she had 
ouly a ~mattering of expertise in any 
fit~ld-cxccpt, perhaps, that of innuenc~ 
ing pC'opl<"! to hN' o·.vn <tdvantage. 

uncc, she claimed to ha·:e inv~ated a 
sy~tPm by which in-1ligh1 airplane colii
s!ons w~ul~ be avoided, using the r.:!pul
ston prmc1ple of m·.gncts ·whose like 
pole>~ art! placed nc.\.1 to eaeh other. And 
@ly last week, she claimC'd in an inler
\'ifl\\' with the Ne~<>·s thai she had de,·e1-
or·t'n a cobalt process for deto:~ifying 
Army ehemical and biological mntPri
nls and had built what she tcrmeil a 
• · r:!-b<inl~·laser." ·-

;\In;t_ J"('!;narkablc of. all, perhaps,.,.·.w:-;,~t-·.-;.o 
<.f the ~toric>s Mrs. Scimo is reported to han:! 
t"ld acquaintances here in the 19GOs. 

One was that her true name was Gaiva Zak .. 
han.nla, and tllat she was the daugliter of a 
J~u ,·\ •• n general. The other, which rPquired 
)!r:>. Scimo to rlo something few women PYN' do 
· r:a•n<'iy, daim she \\"as older than she rcaih• 
wa ~ .. nwcle it appear shC' had suff0rcd extreme 
'••l'1lll"t•<; as a prisonct· or the Nazis durin" \\"ol'ld 
n·ar II. " ; 

In !art, say thosE' who knew her in Chica"o · 
(;Inria ForPst ::\TcPherson S<"imo never has be~·rl 
L•:.l o! . the> t:ni!rd Slates. She was in gl'UilEi 
·-~ ~· "o,>l Ill Gah·a and Sl. Louis during the war 
:n•:11'~. 

Clwrl£>rl'll airplane flight 
. !•: ''hi' I' this \\'l'<~ k. L:mgmont pilol Hobert 

( ,·.uws tolrl the ?\l'ws about other extrnordinan· 
• 1 ·im-; madP hy ··uatva Tanncnl.Jaum" wh<:ll he 
!:· · ~· lwr·. anothc>t' woman and Riha"s n:>phcw, 
Z·> : .•• ;, C\·n·••ny, to Snn Antonio, Tt•x., on a 
1 :::o·: .. ;·ptf f_li!:ht la~t Juiy :10. (lt was m paying: 
f·(" Ill :l_ !h:;hl that shP allegediy ua!':>f'd the 
n.,.,. ;, \\'ulch led to her most rect•nt ad'cilcr-' 

. , .. • .. . ' . -- .. -.A._·-~- .. ... .... .. --·-:..._,_ .. ..,..,....._·_ ... ~ .... ..,.: ........ ~- .ut..;.~.·. · ·.;: ~ r,. .:....~ .:~"'·':....: _....._~,.·;.~;>;\t.' ' .. ·• •.;r :~.At' .... ~c ' ""'.,.. ''-"•'"' •;.. .,. , 

1.~ 
U· 

., 
ln throir first conversanon, u-amC'~ rcno:n.eo . 

::\Tr<""'.i'.iTiiit:hhaum Plainwd shC' was \\orking tor 
tlli.' :'.• .- !'<'1 ~(·r'\"iCC', ami hml personally IJf'Pn rc· 
sp:~• :-<!hk• flit" l•!'in:::!n~ l:er t\\'O fello\\' passt>n· 
).;PI'S fr•)\11 tltP Sodl'l t:nion. ~he addt>d that 
su.·:~ >•'l'\"i C<'S wl'l'C a l"('::uiar parl o( Iter wor·k. 

I::t:···, (iahws s:iir\ be leat·ned Cer\·.:ny lmcl 
;":rst phnn<'<l h) lh·in> to San Antonio, wh~re he 
;11:(! i!:(· s,•.:0r.d \\Orr~·m \H're snin~ to Yi!'it a ri 
i:~.cch·h<,rn fa!aily, hut b~ll bt' t'll pcrsttat1Pd by ! 
J.tt,;. T .. mr:.•;linwm to fly inste;:;d. CcrvPny, : 
(";ai.r~ .. .,~ -.~p~(~! H.,tl, a:;rc·· .. )d to <·hangc his plan::; in ,l) 
the ! ,•!i· { t!1at the L: .S. go\"0rument was paying ~ 
for t1:e rl:sht. 

It w-.:; not Gloria Sdmo's first trip to San 
Antrmio, c ilh<'r. Recorr1s het e show !:hat she l"C• 

r<' h·ed a snspendecl year-and-a-day sentt•nc:~ 
ft•om a f<',1cra1 judg" there in KO\·embr l!l:i(J, 
aftt' r b~·ing convicted of thdt aml forgery o~ a 
go\·erPnwr:l check. She also \vas put on three· 
y.:ar prohutio:1. 

I !l 1!\:i·L th<' then-:>.Irs. ::\IcPlwrson was ac
cused uf etnh\!zzlem<'nt ancl forgery while worl~· 
ing for the mayor of \\'cll~ton, :.ro. An accoun· 1 
•mnt's rrport purported to shmv that 1vhs. i.\Ic· ! 
.Pherson's endorsement had appeur('ll on U un· ] 
i:tuthorized city checks. totaling S6,060. ! 
· The mayor, \vho was in the midst of an clcc- ~ 
'tion cam1,aign, declined ro press eimrges . 

Pro1mt.icm -vi olato1· 
SimE<•r a~·rusalh'n3 le>rl to her l<'aving; ~ 

bookkr,• 1>in~ j .:;b with a Cllic·\go hospital in 1931 
and an mlvcrti!>in!{ firm here in 1951:!. In the !at-

..--~· 

tc1:.. c'l!'<'. sjw pleaded guilty to emb~;r.;r.lcm«:> r:t 
and-i;·l~·: ei·\: of checks totaling S16.000. St1e was 
plaC'ecl oil three-year p1 olmtion. 

An·0sted o11ce mort> in 1!\<J\l o.1 char~e.:~ of 
for_:-,ery and receh·ing stolen property, siw was 
sent to prison as a probation vio1ator. She was 
paroll'd into the custody of a rabbi in 1!152. afteJ' 
r eportPdly persuadin<; !lim she was Jewish. 

She mo\"cd to Colorado in 1!lG7, more than a 
vear aftct• hc1· second dhvrce-and afler her 
erwoanter with Leo Tanenbaum. She says it 
was part of a mutual agreement with Tom 

,_ Riha whom she terms a close friend oi 2fi 
, yt>ar~· duration, to st<u'l their lives anew i[l 

l Bo:.Ildcr. • 
·] , But on this point, yet one more facet 1i£ 
~ "Galra Tannenbaum's" fascinating slorit':i 

sc('ms to. come under qu~stion. 
T<.nenbaum discussed his own painful rcla· 

tionship with her during a conver:>ation in the 
Chicago suburb o[ E\·anstun. He recalled that 
Galya had mad\l a speci <J.lly of working h\lr way 
inl() people's llve», and or conspicuously drop. 
ping the names or \·irtnally evet·yone she !mew 
tv eac-h of the otiwrs at lrequcnt intervals. 

Yrt throughout thP time he !me\\" h<>r, Tanen. 
haum sairl, he couhl nt' \·er recall having beard 
her mention the name of Thomas Riila-who 
w<~s at that very lime teaching on the nearbY 
c~tui"i:ii.Jso'f the t:nhersily of Chica~. · ~) 
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Rocky Mour!lain News JV:iter 

The ·lawyer for B:Crs. Galya Tannen
baum said j,'uesrlay an i.tJ.Sanity plea of 
i.unocent \Viii be p1·escnteu during a Feb. 
4 I>reliminary hearing in .Boulder Dis-
1:l'ict Court on cbarges against l1er or 
allegec1ly forging the name of D.r. 
ThomB.s Riha to a check. 

l\1:rs. Tannenbaum, of 24.& Logan St., re
ceived a reduction iil the S2,5-~0 bond set after 
her arrest last week for allegedly forging the 
name ot_!l!f, missing University of C!>lcrado .pro- r-
fe§"sor'1o a check last July 30. . . · ~_,_:..., : 

tA ct F ,, ·-

by . Boulder officials on the check charges and 
has not been able to begin the tests. 

A hearing on the findings of the tests will be 
held Feb. 25 in Judge Kingsley's court. 

In asking· for the reduction, Kokish ·was de
nied a request fol· Mrs. Tannenbaum's release 
on her own recognizance. An objection came 
from Asst. Dist. Atty. Robert M. Jenkins of 
Boulder. Jenkins said his office wanted a waiv
er of extradition and the responsibility of bail to 
exist during Mrs. Tannenbaum's release. · 

~fie-!1-&aid the woman is "destitute ex~ept 
i ,{or; pe~sonal .property.': <l;I_e_asked for .the-"one 

" #· - ,I# ' "' "lo:-.o. ... ,.~<,,.,J:-~&- • !.; • 

\\'J'C!.- of r ... lC<k~.1" for ;\.rrs. Tannenba'(tllf. to get 
~c;__,'fannenbaum, about 50, w~~Ut:e he1· Hflaii'S in sha!Je. ---- - ~=~-

'in a swirl of discussion and' speculation over th? ''She \':ould like to get.hcr children (she has 
health and location of1Uha. · n thr<'c-yc·ar-<•ltl . d;:ur~htcr and a. 10-year-old 

He is the associate professor of Russian his.- ~on) !() a dau;.:l!l<!!' in Chicago," Kokish told the 
Judge. 

tory who disappeared from c-u lVfarch 17, 1969. · 
Judge Ashton lhPn ,asked if :\It·s. Tannen

She has claimed to be the Czecl1oslovakian na- ~aun: were p_lar.ming to Jem·e tile state. "~o. not 
live's confidant and has saii:l'Riha will soon te- t.nclt;l ~ny Cll'Cl!mstanccs," replied Kokish. 
tu_rn !O the Denver area. Other persons fear 

1 

hokish ~onlmued that :\Irs. Tannenbaum 
R1ha 1s dead. al:a W~,ttlc:,hke to put h?r rm~nitm:r. into stq_rage 

Bail was reduced to $).,000 by Boulder Dist. m" hc,md.tte her ass~,s. He satd Ins ciTent's 
Judge Howard 0. Ashton· after nceiving a roo- la.~:dlot -~ i!> sc'~!<ing '!to evict :'>Irs. T~'11 
tion filed by John Kokish,.a la1.rycr from Denver from her resid<:nce. 

·who is representing Mrs. Tann::mbaum. · .. · .:.:...2>1t'lS:::-·Tan!1e!':t-aunF"mlttntari!y--signed the 
· · ; l.~okiJi.Q,. also P,s~d · the·· })o..,-,d · tQ h?...£iJ~m:i>o~~ · waiver after Ash.ton and Kokish e::q~lainccl it to 
<:~- .. ~. ·!· , • .:. ~ .. J•t t. t. ..· ,., ... ~ '• -~ .. .. · .. :t her. 

rar,!:. O!J,C.J..asting u:1til Feb. 4, to allow Mrs. Ko_kish sai~. he hoped the ·baill~oney could 
Tannenbaum to a1Tange he1· personal afi1lii:s. be r:us.cd by \\ edn?sday. . 

·rr ]- . . - "d l r. ~- . . DUI'llll:.~ the i!enrmg, ::.rrs. Ta·cuenbaum spoke 
Je aw~ CI _sat . t_Je _ree ~ue ~s necessary in a low, almost !nautiible \'Oice. She wore a sol! 

hecaus: extenSI\'C litigatiOn m thlS cm;e- and .id black di·e:;:; \•·iti1 ' lJright, luminescent, red-
others IS expected. • .cli!ih scar! and loafci·s. 

Mrs. Tannenbaum plcadcc1 inl'loccut by rea- :.\1rs. l':umenbaum sa. , she had been a resi-
son of insanity last Thursday t<, a charge of for- y_.c.ui:...!JL!)l·m·et: int<?rmittently since 19G·1 and 
g<?.-y involving the will of ano~her acquaintance continuoL: :ly during the la!"t three yeats. -. 
of het·s, the late Gustav Fre~~ick Ingwersen, ------- --
of 143'1 Forest St., who died .iur..c 18, 196!1. 

She was free on Sl,500 bail iu the alleged w'll 
fm·gery case a[l(:'r b~ing or<~ercd l1y Dcm'Cr 
Dist. Court- Judge Robert 'f. Kingsley to take 
psychiatric tests. However," sl!e wa:--~t"}'::':;tiid 
l<;J~it)}\~' . ~\J-1 D(!Il\"Ct:, police uud_ cllur?ed Sa~1,1_rday 

... " .... ' · · ' ~ • . •·" ~ .. '.' ~ ~" t. .'lt ... . :: Iii .. e .... " ; (.. .. ,. 
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1\[rs. Gnlya. Tannrnbmnn, left, self-pro· 
l'lnime!l <•onlidanl!' or missing Unlwrsily or 
Colorado pror~ssor Thomas Hllm, appeared in 
·Boulder Dblrict Court 'l'uesd:ty. She wns ac· 
companied by nltorney John l{oklsll O[ Den· 
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ver. The <'Oilrt acrt•ptcd a motion to rcilure 
the Dcn\'cr woman's bond from s~.r.ou to 
$1,000. She is b<•lng ht•ld on t•lmrges or nllcg
etlly signing the Hussian history srholal''s 
name to a check after he l'nnishcd. 

I 
l 
! 
I 
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MYSTERIES / 

. Tom ((;1 w1d the Colonel 
\ Sh:; c:dlcd him ''Tom C:1t,'' l'hc ex-
\ •/. l I "I , I it " ]_)J<olllS CO} y, IJCC;llhC 1e <:arn•.t • 

)'k c:likd h•;r "Cololll'l," ~he say:-., "be
cause somctlmco; I get a little bossy. Jt 
w:1s just a joke.'' i\lNc serious is .the 
fal't :hat ''Tom Cat ... or Thomas R1ha, 
'to, asslldak proko,~or of Rus))ian his
tory at the Univcr~ity or Color.tdo, has 
been mbsing !>incc M:_~r,·h. Only the 
•·colO!wl''--Mr~. (iaiv}·~f'annenhaum, a 
prison alun1i1:.1\\·it1i' ~t knack. for forg
ery aud a yen fm· mystcry--cl:~ims to 

· have ·,cen him •dn~.·c. 
Whcn 1\.iha vani~hcd. he left a four

bedwom ho1.1~e f:1il of f~1rniture. a col
lection of rdigiot!S slatuarv. n kitchen 
!abl~ set for h1~~aUast and a pending di
von:c action. Denver polic.:: rccci,·ed as
sm:.nce~ that Riha w:1s "ali\·e and well'' 
and that no inv.:sti!!ation was ncccs~ary. 
·That word ostcusibk came from Gov
ernment a::cnl:i. but· f.:dcral ollkials in 
Dc.nvcr an~l W:•>hinglon now t.kny any 
in\'olvemcnt in the ca'>c. 

Ethc;r Smell. Friends and associates 
in Colon:do continue to wonder if the 
profc~~.-,r i~ indt•.cd uli\'e and wcil. The 
C:;~cl:o·,iov::k-1-orn IC"<C'h~r \.,.,,., first 
rni~':·~r.l OP ~l~tn.:l~ ! S. \1

, hen lrc i'nilcd to 
c;h<nv u;1 for cl:i'\:-c ~ n~ th~ ur:.\t~r:,iiy. 
·r:;-;,, Riha'"s pr~1rc;!y !.~'gan to he ~old 
c:!L ~ !i" c;i: ., "·n! t•: :: J);, ... c-r ::~,h:h: 

·; ·s'-iH .. ,d: u:!t~ihl; .;.t ~.i_:!!~~o.lti:c }'i.~! j>-Ji'L,:d \o 
be Rih.t's \V:1' on !h .. : tith.: a·,,!~·n·H·"lor!t 

.. 

• ' 1 !1~ Jw,;.,(' ,, .. ·• ~. ·.:.:. :-.("•"' .. r th..: prt.:-
fl'\'-:0(:-. p;'i'~ P. rln.J Jun<tUJ"t• t''t'l't"' ,.,_~tll 

/-"·J'.fr"-.. '} at:I~O:,\hCtliiH\ JH.'~ht' :1r:J \hC 
1 ra1l~\.t R1i1:1·~ · ... tatuar\ ttl lht lJt·nvt r 
J\i·r i\ltl'''" ''':' R·)\' 't·• . •·· /·'1 ·, 't'"''' in 0 ~ ', 0 ', .. , ~ 0 I 0 •• o 1._ • o 0 '0 I o ..... 0 

1?11\S/al! L :1·:/:..!•"•IOit, :• !:·r·.:~-\nlunll .. l.ts
lory tc.·\t pi!bi!·,L,_~d h~ k~L:· rn ;~>6.1, 
arc 110\\' c.:nt h· :.Jr,~. ·: :• · s~:t·,,b.~tn.l\ i).·a
V(!r addrc: .... ~- . i ht i•i\'!t·~-..··1'... I..\' .. ·l~.l h,tt; 

n:::l~ivo.:..i ;: nt1:.1hcr t'! !-:t\•;1·; In R:!::t\ 
natnc, bt:t ht., st.,:'i"'-'"'t" th:;t r,ci:hcr 1:1c 
si:!natu:·t·, li·.'ls' th•· !:r,,mr,~.·r t.cl.•o~:• tn 
l.f~ clit'PL ... .. 

One t)f thl: {e\v thit1~!~ t~)'l! :.., ch.·:~r is 
that Rik1 c~;: .• lppcan:d-,.!w:iiy uftec his 
wife Ib.::t. ~5. lit:•! ti1cir lwthC. h..:r 
clothe:-. :;mc!ling of ctl:cr. crying lh:1t 
somc0n<: ·.va-: trying to do h;::r in. At 
that time. Riha and Hana h:,d sued 
each other f0; "?li.~·cc:. A ~~5.tl0() j.t,!g
ment 11-:•s fi:!a!l~: nwan~d -lana, but 
only after R1hu n:1d \.a.~r.c,. 

1\·frs. Ta!lllC!,bli~~nJ.I3S. ~·s that ~he 
met Riha 1vh-:n hy~''s a pn~.fessor at 
the Univcr~ity ~ Chk.ago. She was 

· born <.lloria r\11;1 r'ore~t and was mar
ried and di\'C.lrce.:l t\·;lt;C:~A third mar
riage, she says. g:.Vt: ht:r the name of 
Tanncnlxmm. She was twi.::c imprison~d 
in lllinoi~ for fon.:cn· and embezzlcm.:nt. 
The Co!o1~d HJ;pa;·{'ntly folkwv~d her 
friend to B·)llider, and th.-: tl>o remained 
close--so clo)$C that Rih::\ attorn<:!\' 
claims to bavc seen an !OL' that H.ih; 
gave to (ialya. \\"hic~i s;:-ecified t·nn::-eJ
lation in th~ e\'cnt of theii n;arri:,.:•c. 
The two remained fri.:mb after Rih:t·s 
BHtrriage ~o J-I'ana, .a~1d C1.dya \\ :!.s pJ:e~
ent the mght that H.m:; r•:r: ~~·rc:~m·np 
fiOm the house. G~l-, a alonr. daim~ to 
know Riha's whcreid;out~ ... i k i<o ~ome
where between l\lontrc~d and Tr.rorotc•.'' 

. she tcid Tl\IE Corrc~pondcnt Champ 
Clark, •·a summer-resort son of place." 

Ga!ya hr,s. had other intcre:;ting but 
": •• ! ·~·.!f ••. ~ .·.t f -.. -•"• . HCo'>

0 0 co:::.-·=<:.,;~':~,. "0 :•.•, •, • ;, • "'-- ~""""!:""' ..... _ --~, ....... ,..-r ._:l'•- • • .., '- • -,1 
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trr,ubl..;\· .. ;~r'·.: rc·L~ 'r·'i.".:!:r"· .. 1::1: i L'1 .. · 

:1 fril'nd <'I :,~., '· ( i u· !,,.,. F. ) 1 "'ol ·• r .. 
a }),·· \:r invcnlt.\,, p, inter and l'h ..... 
d~-... ~: ~ di~·d pf P;'r·~''·;iu.~l _..,,.~ l.dlid·.: : 
sonn •.. l·H!~\\'Ci"',(.n •. \\.J:I h.·:t :•:v, ,,, 
f.!llt!!)· rh,iu c·'.p, .. :t::d. i·h- di.l :•..:.•:·. 
~ts: ·.dl ::r)ln,:nl~ o:· •;tt.'ck and .. P ,,,, ~ · 

Ui...':!t~ o:· pt:r··.:t·ntd p·l','-t.· .... :-H .. - :n:..!t~ · ·: 
.a c'nci .. o(l cl,~ck. ~· <.:o!•~r "1 \: ... 1t· :• 

1:··''aur ~'t..~ii\!- .-t<.' (1,\ly;\ ,.p"l ~~ ., \\'.\' ~; ... 
orc.1. (.,.,,·a '' ;:,wl Cl!::r'.!o.:u ln· r,:._ ... : · 
t''iicc '"'iiil hP'!'i'l:,. tha< '~·.:1. :-.!·.· ! 1.' 

rc.! net gu!il\r hv J'I..:'~\'·(H1 of ~n":.:ii:\· . 
1
Y ... -

Str:t~!!~~\:_ "~~~ .. v. itilt' '•' h.l ln~ .. ~ t :·,,·· 

1\ill w:\s 'zt~-~nd; Ccncn~·. · ·1::.' ·.· /' "/ 
Ri~t;::'s nepla:·\~· Ct.."!'\\..'llY i,,)\': tJ.:.:Pi:.:~ ;·~ ·. ~~~ 
n~~.s111g the wd!. Jlc al,c. ,,ty~ tn.lt <• .. :: / 
il'~intctcd him to hcl'p l;i,pos~ of l~il:. 
pn:pcny after .his di~:q•p,·ar:,n<.:e ... _ 
now believes that his undc i:, ,!<·- : 
And it w::s Ccrvenv wl'.0 fil::d th;:: v:· 
on!cial complaint in. the R!ha c~t\e-:t' ,·. 
bted mi~·;imr-'pcrsons r::port b:t (':
tober. Another minor bendician· :,:· I · .. 
wcrson's will. Bi:rbara Eb.::n.' :i!,..:· ·. 
friend of G:llya's. die-d l;,st Srpl·~n,:>::~ 
also of cyanide poi\oning. 

Bed Check. Dcm·cr J'l'iicc: h,,t \·.-;::. 
arrc:;tcd the C0lone! and l'h::r~-.:d ~:: 
with forging Rih:1·~ name to l! b;,(i d·,.;:::. 
The check was payment (or ;o pb~: 
that she had chart.: red for Cc:·\·l~tf'.' ir ~ -:. 
a Colorado nvin~ ~Cr\ icc. 'Th·.:- (.t~c.!!'::
pilot says Gal~·n cl:limc:J to be u 5·~.:::'. · 
Servk.·c ~~gcr1t hiring the plnra~ Jc.;· t'·:. 
ciiizens of the So\i,~t Cni;.•n. 

Dit: Thomas R!ha nm!· h··-::ts ;he C:-:. 
one! daim~--simply !O ,•,..:ape' hi, •:~·:.· 
hle-{,: \Vith ~~ yo11n~· \'.:ii:··~ \\"bn :0:.~'\,:':· 

ser;tcd the ·'federal :o.-::.:ncie~... ,~ .. · 
stopped a yo!. icc in\·e"!i!;H~ion l:t'o yc.
D.::nvcr Di!>tnct Attorn::·. ];,-::.:-;D.)~.
Ke;•itt intend:. to iind cut. "This one: 
says the D.A. now, '·i;, :ighi out of A;
atha Christie."\ 
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(\/:j.-. ~SAC, DENVER (4-7-3190) 
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\"' 
GALYA TANNENBAUI1, aka 
HiPERSONATION 
00: Denver 

0 '. 

DATE: 

(C) 

Re Denver airtel to Bureau 1/22/70. 

2/12/'70 

Enclosed for the Bureau ar.e five copies of a letter
head memorandum reflecting additional investigation conducted 
regarding captione~ matter. 

.,:: ., 
,. ~ 
. I 

Is<-• ;! 

~·· j 

( .. .-~ 
("'···. £~ ~ ~ 
\\. -" ...... :;::! '"'".,..,. 

·0 ..., "i ~·~· 
For information of the Bureau, subject TANNENBAUM is ~<":>;:3 R. 

presently undergoing psychiatric examination and evaluation at f~ ~ ~ 
the Colorado State Hospital, Denver) Colorado. As previously ""'~ ~ ... ~ 

~ ·· ):~<.'!:) 

noted, subject has been charged in Denver District Court in the · ~,. , · ·" ~ 
1Y69 forgery of the will of a deceased individual, and she is (\):a~· 
presently on $1500 bond on this charge. TANNENBAUM is also free ~ ~ ~ ~ 
on $1,000 bond in connection vdth charges filed in Boulder (\) ""'()~ 
District Court wheJ:>e she is alleged to have forged ·the name ~ ~~ ~ 
.THOMAS RIHA to a $330 check. This forgery allegedly occurred 1 ... ~ g ~ ~ 
in July, 1969, some four and a half months after the mysterious f~ ~ ~ ~· 

\ disappearance of THOHASRIHA, Professor of History, University g ~~ ~ 
'··.\~of Colorado, about which the Bureau has been previously furnished "'~ {§ 

>newspaper clippings and detailed information. ~~ ?~~ 
, ' : £; ~ ~ (\) 

' " -~..... All persons interviewed in this investigation were <~~ ~ ~ ~: 
:~ · specifically advised by interviewing Agents that the purpose of ~ ~~·~! 

. . this investigation was to ascertain Hhether GALYA TANNENBAUM :--'~~~ ~ 

._:· had in any way violated Federal statutes concerning impersona- ~ ~"i l 
'• '\" ''tion. Interviewees were specifically advised investigation ~vas !j'~~ I 

~~ ~not in any way connected with the disappearance of THOMAS RIHA, ~ ~ ~ i 
\1 a currently missing Assistant Prof~ssor of History at the Universit?~;! 

• y -,~""of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado~~~-~}.!.\. ,-
1

/ r r --1 . L)_ f.}~~ 
... ("\."'-!, ~ "!._I_,. ::> -, :.::; l-l -- 7 ~ ~- ~· 
~~· --

. ~ \"{. ~his stateme~t wa~ ma~e . to interviewee~ because ~he f:r~ ~ 
· ...... _Denver Off~ce has rece~ved ~nqu~r~es by ne~vs med~a concern~ng ;;. ~.:;: 

··~- ·\ · . . , RIHA' s disappearance and };;hey have been specifically advised ~ ~ ~ 
. <. (/)'II / c ' .;-~R. 

• ( lf-•:"'l • tP~ 1t' •t .:-: c J c .... .vt.:; tl'~ -/-·t-{f..-t../-!""t./.. --;f-lo ~ -~ ~· -. "''-Q:" (.l~lJ .~co..,.·•• • (.•"' _,..,,'-; . . . • r-;t~>~ · · ... -- · - Bureau (Enc. 5) · · 'L • -";....vt-l • ....,.... .. -~--~-' · • .. ... ~ •. Y ··t-<--t"U c ~ 
\ 

.. e ... • rr ...... .. t t..••:.::-a.~ ~ ~~~-- ./ ' ~ ~ ~. ·'( ~.;~ =-n·e-nver___ 
1 

./J ( ,d, i .. our i .~~ ... ~ •. ;' !; 1 r<.:;:. 

\J -::MRS: pr ..A..-/"""..J • - .• -·· .• ,_.....~·~·..-;.--.; (frO FEB 1 G 1970 
( 3 ) [" I / , ;~:;.., 

p -7 e:··.,.. I )k ... L/t =-- =-- -~ L( - ...; ~.., ' I .· I' 
• -· .. ..- ..... ~·:":"' .... _~.,..,.M?:ec:a:- / 
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there is· no evidence rGlat:i.ng to his disappearance shmving any 
'Jiolation of federal le..w OV!:"!l" which this BUJ.."'eau has juris diction. 
The circui1!Stances o:f his cli.sappearo.nce suggest a. missing person 
situation and that investigation is being handled by the Boulder 
Police Departmento 

Because of the close personal relationship between 
TANNENBAUM and RIHA, it ~·lOuld be possible, ~;.;ri thou.t the above 
statement by interv:i.eHing Agents, tha.t intervie"i.vees could gain 
the impression the FBI is investigating the disappearance in
stea.d of the impersonation of a Fedex•al officer by TANNENBAUM. 

Pur·suan·t to current Bureau instructions, this office 
is not and has not conducted any investigation concer.ning RIHA .. 

Interviews of additional sources in captioned matter 
ha.ve been for th.:1 purpose of clarifying addi tion£tl stotements 
allegedly m~de by subject TANNENBAUM regarding her affiliation 
-vdth Immigration and Naturalization Service, U. S. Ax•my and. 
Military In'telligemce. In ·this connection all logical sources 
have been interviet·led and the r0su1·ts of these intervie~vs dis
cussed exhaus"ci vely ~vi th the Assistant U. S. Attorney in l)enver, 
Colorado, having jurisdiction in this matter, and prosecution 
has been declined. The Assistant U. S. Attorney in Denver does 
not feel there is e:-:.ny possibility of prosecuting subj cct 
TANNENBAUH regarding these false statements under the Federal 

. Impersonation Statute. In view of this fact, no further investi
gation is contemplated by the Denver Office in this matter. 
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Vl\ITED STATES DEP.\RT~lEXT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF I~ VESTIGATION 

/u u~ply.l'/ca .~e Refer to 
J',{l' .\a. Denver, Colorado 

February 12, 1970 

GALYA Tk~NENBAUM 
II1PERSONATION MATTER 

Robert Duane Gaines, Pilot, Judson Flying Service, 
Longmont, Colorado, v.1as intel.,viet-Jed at Fort Woi."'th, Texas, on 
January 27, 1970, and stated Galya Tannenbaum had telephoned 
him at the Longmont Airpo:vt in July, 19 6 9, inquir.,ing about the 
price of chartering an airplane to fly to San An1tonio, Texas, 
and back. Gaines sta·ted Tannenbaum told him ove:r the telephone 
tha-c she was a Secret Service Agen·t with the CelYtral Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). She also stated she vmrked closely with ... ch0 Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) . Gaines s·tated he had quoted a 
price of $330 for the round trip charter. Gaines stated that 
Tannenbaum called him later and accepted his offer. He stated 
he subsequently picked up Tannenbaum-and one Zdenek Cerveny at 
Stapleton Airport, Denver•, and flew them to San Antonio, Texas. 
Gaines stated that during the trip to San Antonio and back 
Tannenbaum talked at great length about her affiliations vii th 
various Government agencies~ including the Secre·t Service and 
CIA. Gaines stated Tannenbaum told him that the Government 
would pay for her trip . to San Antonio; however, vlhen they 
arrived back at Stapleton Airport in Denver, Tannenbaum pre
sented him -v;i th a check which she took from her purse and Hhich 
Has completely filled out in the sum of $330. The check W<J.s 
already signed t>li th the maker's name Thomas Riha. 

Gaines stated that at no t.ime did he actually believe 
that Galya Tannenbaum was affiliated with the Secret Service, 
CIA, or any other Government agency. He said that her state
ments to this effect did not influence him either in providing 
the air transportation or in accepting the Riha check in pay
ment. He said that he would have handled the transaction in 
exactly the same manner regardless of statements made by her 
claiming affiliation with various Federal agencies. 

This document is p1·epared in response to lJ02tr request and i-'? not for dissemi
nation O"fs:~·'q ?,'01tr Coramittee. Its use is limit.-;d to offi{'.ial pToceedinas b11 
1f':IU,r q~1::•>1·· · ' -~ a:;ul the content r.ze?t r..c~ !J" c?fs~losed to U?'a::t r'. o;·ize:l pe·r801i- . 
n"l 1m~!·o1d ihe express ap)Toval of the F'31 • 
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RE: GALYA TANNENBAUM 

Paul Morris, Attorney, t.Vool\>.ror·th Building, Boulder, 
Colorado, advised on January 2 8, 19 70 that Galya ~.'annenbaum 
had been introduced to him in June, 1968 by another Boulder 
attorney, Dennis Ble\·7i tt. At this ·tin·,e he stated BleNitt and 
ot.hers ~vere interested in the Lake Valley Ho1r.e 0\·mers Associa
tion and were attempting to sccux'e financing of a one million 
dollar ($1,000,000) loan. Horris stated that Tannenbaum had 
indicated to Ble'ivi tt ·that she could obtain such a loan far ·the 
Association and as a l"'esul t certain payments 'tvere made to her 
for alleged expenses. Morris stated that Tannenbaum had stated 
that she \·JOuld be able to secure the loan thl"'Ough the Federal 
Housing Administration (FHA) and that she seemed to be quite 
well informed on financial matters~ He recalled that during 
the summer of 1968 Tannenbaum had been successful in obtaining 
a preliminary approval of an FHA loan for the Association; 
hoVIever, it was never finalized. 

i:1or:t:'is s"'cated that several months afte1., the FHA 
negotiations fell thr•ough he had occasion to contact 'l'annenbaum 
further and a·t this time Tannenbaum made representations to 
him that she v1as a Colonel in the United States Hilitary 
Intelligence and had connections with the office of the United 
States Irr~igration and Naturalization Service (INS). Morris 
stated al·though he 'i·1as somewhat skeptical concerning 
Tannenbau111 1 s mili tal"'Y connections, she did appear• well versed 
in immigration ma·tters. He stated, however, at no time· during 
his dealings Hith her had she ever obtained anything from him 
or through him as a result of her representations. 

Dennis BleliTitt, Attorney, 1966 13th Street, Boulder, 
Colorado, was interviewed on February 3, 1970 and furnished 
substantially the same information as attorney Morris con
cerning Tannenbaum•s affiliation with the Lake Valley Home 
Owners Association and Tannenbaum 1 s efforts to obtain an FHA 
loan for this associai;ion. BlevJi tt s·tated after it became 
apparent Tannenbaum could not secure the loan from the FHA 
she tvas advised by the Association that her services \vere no 
longer required. He recalled at this time that Tannenbaum 
on one occasion had claimed affiliation in some manner with 
Military Intelligence and on another occasion had stated she 
v1as an instructor at the United Sta·tes Air Force Academy, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado. Blewi·tt stated by this time as 
a result of his associations with Tannenbaum, he had formed 
the personal opinion that Tannenbaum was not a truthful person 
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RE: GALYA TANNENBAUM 

o.nd that he had not actually believed she had any affiliation 
with such military agencies of the United States Government. 

I'1rs. Francisca Stein, owner of the Black Bear Inn, 
Lyons, Colorado, advised on January 21, 1970 that she had met 
Galya Tannenbaum through her attorney, Paul Morris, Boulder•, 
Colorado, and had seen her on several occasions when Tannenbaum 
visited the Black Bear Inn. Nrs. Stein stated Tannenbaum had 
been introduced to her by Morris as one tvho might be able to 
assist her in getting Zdenek Cerveny, a nephew of Thomas Riha, 
admitted into the United States. Mrs. Stein said that on one 
occasion Tannenbaum made a statement to her that she was a 
Colonel in the Hili tary Intelligence and vJas soon to be pro
moted to the rank of General. Tannenbaum also told Mrs. Stein 
that she at one time had belonged to an extermination group 
·which killed people. Nrs. Stein said in view of this and 
other similar wild statements made by Tannenbaum, she soon 
formed the opinion tha"'c Tannenbaum t>Ias not a truthful indivi
dual and did not believe any statements made by her. 

Mrs • Hana Riha, wife of Thomas Riha, v1as interviewed 
at the residence of Rose Grossman, 240 East 18th Street, 
Brooklyn, New York, on January 28, 1970. Mrs. Riha advised 
that she had first met Galya Tannenbaum on the occasion of 
her marriage October 13, 1968 to Thomas Riha. She said follm·J
irig her mar1'\iage to Riha, Tannenbaum had visited at their 
residence in Boulder approximately twice a v1eek until February, 
1969. On several of these occasions Tannenbaum made statements 
to 1'-ir"'S. Riha indicating· she was working for the United States 
Al"'my and expected to be promoted to the rank of General. Hrs. 
Riha said that Tannenbaum also claimed to have connections 
with the Immigration and Naturalization Service but -.;.;as not 
specific as to the nature of her affiliation. Tannenbaum 
claimed to have lived in Russia during vlorld \-Jar II. Nrs. 
Riha said that she became tired of !:-irs. Tannenbaumts inces
sant talking and had as little to do with her as possible. 

Mr. Zdenek Cerveny, a nephew of Thomas Riha, was 
interviewed at the Black Bear Inn, Lyons, Colorado, on 
January 21, 1970 and advised that he has known GalydTannenbaum 
since his arrival in the United Sta·tes from Czechoslovakia. 
He stated Mrs. Tannenbaum met him at the bus depot in Denver 
upon his arrival November 16, 1968. She drove him to th~ 
residence of his uncle, Thomas Riha, 1055 6th Street, Boulder. 

-3-
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m:: GALYA TANNENBAUM 

Xr. Cerveny said that he had been told by his uncle, Thomas 
i ~iha ~ that Hrs. Tannenbaum was a very important person· and 
had been influential in getting him into the United States. 
He said he resided with Thomas Riha and v1ife Hana until Ja11uary 8, 
1~69 and during this period Mrs. Tannenbaum had visited in the 
Riha house on many occasions. He recalled Mrs. Tannenbaum had 
1::acie numerous statements claiming to be either an officer in 
:-:ili tal:'y Intelligence or influen·tial \-Jith authori·ties o.f the 
United States Immigration and Naturalization Service and had 
indicated on one occasion that if he did not behave; she would 
have him sent back to Czechoslovakia. 

Cerveny stated Tannenbaum accompanied him to the 
federal Building in Denver once when he had to go to the office 
of the Inunigration and Naturalization Service. He said that 
Tannenbaum refused to go 'ivi th him into the office, however, 
and remained outside. Cerveny advised that at no time did 
Tannenbaum ever obtain anything from him as a result of her 
represen-tations of affiliation \·lith governmental agencies. 

·Rose Grossman, 240 East 18th Street, Brooklyn, Net-l 
York, advised on January 27, 1970- that she had attended the 
Hedding of Thomas Riha and wife Hana in Colorado in October, 
19 6 8. She stated she is an aunt of Hana Riha. At ·the vledding 
l1rs. Grossman said she heard of Mrs. Tannenbaum but did not 
ac-tually meet her. She said the first she had spoken to Hrs. 
Tannenbaum had been by telephone from New York about March, 
19 6 9. Later she said she wen·t to Boulder, Colorado, and Nrs. 
Tannenbaum came to the hotel where she was staying and told 
her that Hana Riha ~vas in trouble concerning her imrnig:c>ation 
status. Mrs. Tannenbaum claimed to have influential friends 
at the Immigration and Naturalization Serv'ice. ·She also told 
Mrs. Grossman she was a Colonel in the Pentagon Military 
Intelligence, 'ilashington, D. C. Mrs. Grossman said her hus·· 
band, who had accompanied her to Boulder, asked Mrs. Tannenbaum 
if she Horked for the 'Military Intelligence in \'lashington, and 
Mrs. Tannenbaum said that a smart person would not ask such 
questions. 

According to Mrs. Grossman, this conversation left 
her with the impression that Tannenbaum had some type of con
nection with the United States Government; however, she never 
exhibited any identification as such. 
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Vaclav Havlicek, ot-mer of a business knovm as Fasco, 
located in the Denver Merchandise Hart, Denver, Colorado, ad
vised on January 23, 1970 that he had met Galya Tannenbaum on 
tv1o occasions through Thomas Riha 9 a personal friend. Havlicek 
said ·that Riha on a number of occasions had refel"'red to Nrs. 
Tannenbaum as the 11 Colonel 11 and had indicated she had influ
ential Government connections. He stated, hoivever, that Mrs. 
Tannenbaum had never made any such statements to him, and he 
had no knowledge of her ever having claimed to be affiliated 
with an agency of the United States Government. 

Stephen Fischer-Galati, Professor, Department of 
History, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado, advised 
on January 26, 1970 that he first met Galya Tannenbaum in May, 
1969, when he began making inquiries of individuals he had 
reason to believe might have information concerning the dis
appearance of Professor Thomas Riha. He said that Mrs. 
Tannenbaum had told him she had known Thomas Riha for many 
years and had indicated to him that she helped Riha come to 
·the Uni·t:ed States and gave no further explanation. Fischer
Galati advised that he had heard from unrecalled sources that 
Tannenbauin claimed to be a Colonel in Military Intelligence. 
He said after several conversations with her; however, he 
became convinced she was not connected Hith any type in·telli
gence work and 1•7aS not connected with Eastern European history. 
He stated 1'annenbaum ·Has extremely car·eful in her conversations 
vd th him and made no statements concerning affiliation vli th any 
intellige~ or governmental agency. 

David Regosin, Attorney, 30 Broad Street, New York, 
Ne~·1 York, advised on January 23, 1970 that he is attol"ney for 
Rose Grossman and has also represented Hana Riha. Hr. Regosin 
stated his only contact ~oJi th Galya Tannenbaum had been on or 
about March 8, 1969 when he received a ·telephone call, allegedly 
from Mrs. Tannenbaum) Hho said she was calling from Colorado. 
Mr. Regosin said this person indicated she was taking care of 
the immigration problems of Hana Riha and she was not "going 
out on a limb any more. 11 Tannenbaum during this conversation 
appeared to be screaming and hysterical. Mr. Regosin stated 
she did not directly represent to Hr. Regosin that she was an 
officer or employee of the United States Government. 

Mr. Bill Wade, Chief Underwriter, Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA), Denver, Colorado, advised on February 2, 
1970 that Galya Tannenbaum came to his office in the summer of 
1968 in an effort to obtain a one million dollar ($1,000,000) 
development loan for the Lake Valley Estates of Boulder. After 
reviewing the material furnished by Mrs. Tannenpaum, Mr. \-lade 
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R~: GALYA TANNENBAUM 

stated the financial structure of the Lake Valley Estates was 
not sufficient to grant such a loan. Mr. \vade stated tha.t 
Tannenbaum made a trip to Washington, D. C., in January, 1969, 
and regis·tered a formal complaint against the Denver FHA 
Office. She also wrote a letter• of e:onmlaint. to FHA in 
Hashington making complaints against FHA personnel i:n Denver. 
Hr. ~-lade advised that at no time did Tannenbaum ever represent 
herself to him as an employee of the United States Government, 
either in a civil or military capacity. 

John L. Todd, District Director, United States 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, Lieutenant Colonel 
Lynn B. Fritchman, Commanding Officer, Region IV, 113th 
Military Intelligence, and PaulS. Rundle, Special Agent in 
Charge, United St:ates Secret Service, New Custom House 
Building, all of Denver, Colorado, were contacted ~1d advised 
that there is no information in records of their resnective 
offices indicating that Galya Tannenbaum is or has ever been 
affiliated t-Ji th ·their respective organizations. 

Galya Tannenbaum Has interviewed at Boulder County 
Jail, Boulder, Colorado, January 28, 1970 and results of that 
inter·view are set forth on FD-302, copy of which is attached 
hereto. 
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FE:Di!RAL BUR~AU OF INVt:STIGATION 

Dote. __ F_e_b_:r._. _u_a __ r-=y'--_3...:,_1_9_7_0 __ 

1 

GALYA 'J~Ai~iJE~~BAUH ~.ras in·tervicVJed at the Boulder 
County J' ail , Boul<lcr• , Colo:cr.H~o. She i:1u8 advised o:f the! 
i denti ti;:::s of SDe ci ~~l Ap-ents }'~j:l~RILL 1~. Si-~ITII and J. Ui\LE 
HC r··IEXAHHJ ~ after vrhich 'it ;-w.s explained to her tha·i: the 
purpose of the in·tes:-v.ieH v.:as to elicit information concerning 
allega·tio.ns that sne. 'i.·Jas in violation of the Federal Extortion 
Sta·tu·te. She was orally advised of her rights by Special Agen·t 
HC l··D::NilJ:HU and 'i.vaived these rights, as shovm on ari executed 
VJai vel."' of Rights form. 

By way of background information, TANNEI~DAUN advised 
that tne na:ne (li\LYA TANi~E:i.'-I BAU£1 is a name she has chosen for her
self, and t:hat thG na::ne has been legally affiT'i'~~cl in the Coun·ty 
Coul"'t of Cook Coun·ty, Chicaz o, Illinois. She sta·ted the name 
del"'i ves from a balle t dancer vlhon she admired by the name of 
GALYA ZAKHAlWVJ'iA 2-nd a formCl"' corrlJf,on-lau husband, LEO Ti\NENBAUH. 
She Hoted she still occasionally utilizes t11e n=.tme GALYA 
ZAlG:lAROVNA ~ and explained that she spells the name 11 TAN.'JENBAUivpr 
sJ.igh·tly different fro;a ·tha·t of LEO 'i'AUE~JBAUM to avoid any 
implication ·that she ~vas ever legally married to him. 

TA"\fNENBAui1 stated she v1as born GLORIA AN~~ FOREST in 
Chicago, Illinoia ~ on Hal"'ch 30 , 1931, to liOS:CPH J. FOREST, now 
d(~ceased, and EARGARET JOS:CPliiNE D.r'\HLGRElJ FOR!:':ST, age 69, \vh o 
currently resides in Galva~ IIlinois. She advis e d she ln3.rried 
ROB:CRT STUART HC Pl·lBkSON on August 15, 191+7, in Alton) Illinois, 
Hhen she 'i.vas 17 years of age, and NC PHERSON a.t that ·tit.e Has a 
member of the United States Army Band Co1..,ps as a Staff Sc..t:'p;ean·t. 
'l'vJO children, J·L\RGARET &H~ l'1C PHERSOil!", nmv Hrs. JAHES ZIGiiDND, 
age 22, 6236 North \'?estern Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, and 
DEBORAH Ai'JN MC PHERSON, age 15, KeHanee, Illinois~ \·1ere born 
of ·this marriaEe. She stated DEBORAH ANN' v1as adopted by Hrs. 
J·1ARGARBT 'I'H:CILE, an aunt ·by marriage of her bPother, PJ..:TER 
FORES'r. She explained the child Has adopted after she had 
commenced serving a tv10-year sen·tence in the Illinois State 
Reformatory, D-wigh·t ~·Illinois, in 1960, pointing ou·t that she 
had been previously divorced from 1'1C PHERSON in St. Louis 
County, Missouri, in 1954. 

On_-=1.~..1..:::2"""8<-</_7,_0,.___at Bo ul de r ~ Co 1 ora do Filec Denver 47-3190 

SA 1 s HERIULL R. SHITH and 
by ____ _;t.._I ..... ~I...,IA~L""'E'--'l..._1 C:.<--'-J-"""!;:.,.,_,'i..,_· J,_,A""l·""II~·r""J _ _,,,T'"'i.~il,_.1 .... :_...:i...._:;J....,....,"""v __ _ 0 at o d i cta·rod ___..l,_,/;...::?::..· Q:::.~ -'-/-:.7..::0:.__ ___ _ 

This clocumont contains n')ither recommendations nor conclusion" of ~ha F81. It i.: tho propertY: of the FSI and 1:: lounod to your agency: 

It and its contont11 oro not to be dl!itribuiod outside your agency. 
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Priox• to thi8 adoption in .L960, Ti'J.JNENBAUH advised 
she marJ::>icd CEi\i~L:CS lWSS.CLL SCI;:o, a r;raphic a:etist, on 
IJovem.bcx• 20, 1'35 8, in Chicac,o, Illinois. '.i'hc.d1.., divorce became 
final in Chic<.t;::o in a0out ,.;pril, 1966. One child, J/.U~l::S DAVID 
SCli:·iO, m1s borH of this narr·iar_:..::! on Hoven.ber 3, 19 59. He 
presently resides Hi·th her in Denver) Colorado. 

Accordin7, to '.l.c\:·~;J.t:i~J3AU1'1 ~ the present Hhereabouts of 
HC PHERSON and SCII:O u.re unknm:n to her. 

1'.c\1HD':::~'>l'BAU:H advised s~13 contrnenced li vinv, H:i-th L:CO 
'l'A-JBIHJ1\.Ul1 in <.:t con:;:J.on-l<:tt .. , l"el;:·tionshiD in lS'64 at 5135 k::!m·!OOd 
s·tl"8et, Chica,;co. Illi:10is. s.1e stated T.Ai,iENBAU11 is apnro:ximate-

.J ,; J 

ly 1.~8 ycarr;; o:f o.ge and a r:;raphic artist in the Lincoln 1'o~7er 
Building, 7 5 E. ··:~;wkel" Dx•i ve, Cnicae;o, Illinois. S:ilC stated 
REBECCA EVA TA!~i:~~-:3f..Ui·I ~-;r:;.s born of -"chis un:i.on on J?':',)1rlt.1.t'Y 12, 
196 6, and cm::>J::sntly resides wi·th her in Denver. 1'l\~:.'JEl'Il).t\Ui~ 
s·tated she <"lDd L.l:O ceased their relationship in approximately 
r~a.y , 19 6 6 . 

~-~i th rep:o:rd i:o her relationship vli·th TH'jW\8 l~IHA. 
Ti~~~I.JE~.J:GAUi1 stated r::he first met him in "che vJash:i.n~~ton, D.C. 
m::>0a in i.:"1.l\?X'OXiJ::atoly l9l~9 Hllcn her husb.:md 5 RO~~=~l~T r~C F!:.;;:RSOiJ, 
HaG stationed 2·t Doll:i..no- J.\ir Force Base. ':7ashin·!.·i:on. D.C. Sh'3 

l_ • 0 J 

recall2tl tn..:tt her :ilu::>bancl i1ad ;,•.;·t RHIA wnile he vJDS in ·the Ar?x; 
ov<:!l"sea.B under circw,..:;"carices she ei the1.., docs not knmr or do~s -
no·t reca.ll ~ and J<:n0w hin1 only f.> lightly as a visi·tor in ·th<?ir 
homo on a fc._,.; occasions. Sh~ continued. tha·t the next t:Lr::e she 
met hin vlas I·Jllile he ~vas teachinv at the University of Chica0o 
in 1961 or 19G2. She recalled s~e was sharinrr a house with~ 
v70J:ian nar:~ed PHYLIS KAPLi\.:J, and ·they lived next door to a ~-;o;;t.J.n 
na:wecl JULIB S':L"OJ~.}l, -:Jho:a ch0 d.cscl"'ib-2d as a lesbie.n emolovcd. as 
the Adver·tisii!g D:lrec"Cor of the Gni versity of Chicar.;o ~Press. 
Srw advised siw had oc~o.sion to con·tact STORH froY.l. tirr:.e ·to 
ti1:12 seeking frcc-lc:tTiC8 grap:nic art ·Hor~<: ~ and recalls on one 
occasion notinp soJ:1e !:,e.:iluscripts of RIHA in STOJ.U'·1 1 s house. 
She recalleci. h~vin:.; r..::!t him previously and had STORH ar·ranr.;e 
for her to r:.eet him ao:ain at her residence. She stated she 
met with him briefly on one occasion a·t S'I'OR1'1' s residence, but 
did not ac·tually see hi:;n again until she broke U::,> vJi th L:GO 
'l'ANE!.WAU:t1 in 19 G 6 . 

On the above instance, TANNENBAUH stat0.d she had a 
ch<:.nce Jilee·ting vli th J~IdA on the Uni veroi·ty of Chico.B:o campus 
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l.vhere she had been. st~eking art ~..Jork at the press office, · 
a.nd in conversation Hith him at that time determined that 
they vJero neighbors in that she rc.~sided at 5135 Kimba.rk 
Str3et and he resided in the SGOO block of Kimbar:-k Street. 
Thereafter~ she stated RHlA vmuld visit her· residence on 
occasion fox- dinner, and even·tually in ·the summer of 19 6 7 
they made t~ntative plans ·to marry. RIDA, hmv-ever, ~ost. 
his position at the University of-Chicago atroout ·thJ..s tJ.me, 
and in August, 1967, he moved to 1'1.55- G·th s·treet, Boulde~c, 
Colorado, Hhere he had obtained a ·teaching pooi tion with the 
Uni vex•si ty of Color2.do. Si1G foll(;\·:ed him ·to Boulder in 
October, ·1967 ~ and commenced residin3 with him in a conunon-
la\v r-elati~:mship at this ad<ll.,ess L!.ntil D(~cember, 196 7, vJhen 
they bl...,oke uy over the :fact that he was not able to get a.long 
wi·th her tlvO children tv-ho Hel..,e rcsidinr.: i·dth them. 

'I'AN!.JEi~3AUl1 continu.-:=d ·thu.t she returned Jco Chicago 
a·t this time> ~vhcre she remained until Hay, 19 6 8 ~ and then 
came back to Colorado to establif;h residence i~1 Denvel' vJhere 
she hoped to con·tinue her pl.,ofest~ion d.S a graphic Lll.'ti st. 
She sta"'ced she did no·t resume the coml!lon-lmv rclationshin 
wi i:h RillA UJ?On her r8tUl.,n; hmv-cver, she stated she ·hms still 
emo·tionally involved vli th RIHA und t1as considerably upcc1t 
when he F(arried iiA2JA RI.til\, a much younge1.., Homan and a person 
he had knO\•!Tl only u. short p\n.,iod of time prior to his marriage 
to her. 

TA?-EIENBAUH categox'ically denied she ever represented 
herself as being connected in any way with the Arm(~d Forces of 
the United States -or that she had evc1.., tried to f,ive anyone 
·the impression that she i·las an c:r:pJ.oyee of the United States 
Government. She .~u~c:Lfically 9~nied ever ·t?-l:f-ing anyone she 
was a mc!r:bcr of llJ.lJ. tary In·tellJ.gence, the UnJ. tea States 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, the Central Intelligence 
Agency, or the United S·t:ates Secret Service. She also stated 
she had never at·terapted to give the imprE~ssion that she had 
ever been connected in any Hay Hith the Federal Bureau of 
I11vestigation. She stated that IUilA has many times in the past 
jokingly l"'eferred ·to her as 11 Sar•ge!: and 11 Colonel" when he 
thought she '.vas being too demanding of him, and as a result 
of this tendency on his part other people bef?:an callinr; her by 
these naJnes, ~-~i-i:h the vmole matter actually being interpre-ted 
by her as a joke. 
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TAj,i?-TE~IB/.,.Ui:1 continued that t1Je:c>e is a mae;azine 
enti·tlcci '1£·1-Intelligence:r to H11ich s11e subscribes and sub
rrd. ts articles. She dcscP:i.hed this publication as being tha:t 
of an or:::a.nization called ·• i';cnsa, 11 which she exp1ain-~d is 
for• peop1o of superior int'-!lli~ence. She qualified member
ship in ·the ort:aniza-tion by stating sh.e l1ad an I. Q. of 139 
on a Stu.n:ford-Bin8i: scale. 'I'AUi.H:i:il3AUl"1 a.dvised she nay ho.ve 
been misunders-tood by l!r. CER!l.LD CAPL/'J-J, Boulder, Colorado, 
the attor•ncy for HA\TA :G.Ii.lA, r·3gal"ding certain statements 
allc.;gedly made by her that she HaS affiliated \-Ji th Nili -tary 
In·telli[;ence. She recalled a conver:'sation in the office of 
HI'. CAPLAN concerning thG immigration status of lU'JJA RillA 
dUl"ing Hhich she ·t:old C!i.PL.J~·~ she vms Hi th iiN-I, 11 a term 
utilize:~d to imprcGs him tvi th her intelli~ence rather thun 
to assert affilia·tion -vJith HiJ.:L·tary Intr;lligcnce. 

'I'.Al~?-!B?J:al\UH also :.:;tated that in July, 1969, she made 
a trip by privai:G plane to S.:m Antonio, Texas, Hith ZDE~~T.:K 
CERVE1-IY, ncphe~v of T.i-IOl·!AS :::UIJ.A~ to v.isit relatives of RIH!i. 
and CZRVB!-IY. s:ne stated ohc made ·the i:l"ip at CI:RVE:~y 1 s 
insistence\' princi~_)al.Ly bceu.use she \-?ould not allow hhn. to 
utilize her u.utow.obile fo"'::' ·t:h('! trip .:w Hell as -th(~ fac·t ·that 
since she felt zhe v10ulci. eventually probably have to pc.y for 
this tri.p <J.ny..,:s..y ~ she mieht just as {·JGll go along for the ride. 
TAHHENDAUN advised ·that ~vhen she called the Judsor1 l-'lyinp; 
Service in Longr.1ont ~ Colorc::.do, -co <:-tl"ra.np;e for this trip, she 
had not made a.ny 3·tatement that she >:.·Jas in any ~·lay connected 
vli t:h any brunch of the United States Government. She clenicd 
making any statements whatsoever to the pilot of the airplane 
concerning her affiliation -vd th the Governn1ent, and stated 
that Hhen she ar.ri ved back in Denver she naid the nilot 'i-?i th 
a $330 c:i1eck drawn on the First National Bank. Boulder, Colorado~ 

> -which had been pr•eviously signed by 'l'FOl1AS RIHA for hel"' con-
venience. She denied t:l1at she maoe any representations Hhen 
presen·tin2 this check' to the pilot of the airplane, and insisted 
that as fa:r. as she kne-v;r RIHA had sufficient funds in the bank 
tvi th which to cov,3r the cost of the flight. 

At this point~ 'rAmm.iJBAUH stated she Has tired of 
being made a fool of by ·the false allegations tha.t she had been 
impersona·ting military and Government personnel, and did noi: 
desire to discuss the matter further. 
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TJ\t{!·!E.i·W ~ :\1_, \~ a.c~vL;-::d she Hishe(l to v:o on rccot'd r,.;i th 
the FBI th,.t·t: the ~:..:i. :·, ;::ppec.1r<:.nee of T:i:IO~·JAS lUUr\ from Boulder, 
Coloro.do, 0~1 11arc~ • l5, 19 0 0 . h =td nothing ·to do ~-Ji i:h her nasi.: 
associatL::;:l ~:i tl1 ;d. ~· ·~ .::>.nd c~tl.1<1 only offer• the opinion thcl:t 
he c.leci('l:r: ' d ·co '-!.b:.•t;ytly l·~m~;;; !Joulci.e).:> due~ ·to miJ.ri tal difficulties 
a.ncl nuriK':rous uer:. ~ :~· ,;:1.]. cl3.she:~.; ;,d th other membe:r:'s in the 
DeD<J.:!."i:Jr:cnt o:( . .flj_s"co::-v at tho Univcrnity of Colorado. She 
st:~·tcd sl:~ has r~~!r:.c:L\;(~d scv•;;r~t.l lonr; dist:ance telephone calls 
fro:m RIEA sir:ce !:d:.~ d:i.sappr.;ar.:.mce, :bu·t did not knoH from rdhat 
loca·tion t;:.-=.y c::J.:.,~. n<::.i:.:)d as iw refused to divulge his vlhel"e
abou-::::::. S!; . ...; alr;(l ;;tu.tect tl:;.J.t in Au~::;unt, 1969, he called heX' 
from Sti',::>lc·i:on L: ·~crna:tiotial Airnort in D8nver e.nd she l!1_Ct 

him "chcr~·- for u. ~. ,:lOT.'t. period o:f time; hov;ever) he refused to 
t<~ll her ilis Gcs·;;::_n.:J."'t::Lon ox' Hhcrc he hud been bet\v(~3n tJ.1u.t 
t:i.E;e and :·:."JJ::'ch l!i ~ l~1t>9. 3rL\~ stated th8 conversation Has 
strictly r:;·~~j:•3o:llaj_. TA:-.;'l'I:21>1'JJAU;-1 sta·ted the last ti:me she received 
any ;:"'ri-'ci:r•fl c•omi -.:~..:- :d.c:::.·t:;_on fror,, JUHA Wt'l.S in Nover:lbcr, 1969 ~ 
v;hich co~: ~:·,un:i c01"'c:: on s:i12. rec."llg t·Ias pos·tmarked 'l'ol..,OYJ. Jco, Cc-wada. 
She also ctc.cccd t1!"1.; ~(·:::ceivcd a telephone call from i1im just 
befor.:; Chris·t.'ila.S: 1969 ~ fvr ·t:!le purpose of extcnd.:i.nr; Christmas 
~rce·tin~-·s. Accc~:··5ing to <.;·1~.: .: ' ;:,liDAut·i ~ the call came r·ro:l!1 a pay 
te lc pho:i1. :J f:;:>o ~!l c ' -:. u 11~no:·Hl. lc•c<..::i:ion. 

S.hc co:1·::inEad ·c!1at ·1:11c notes she received from RIHA 
Here reEOV~:<.i fro: , hci' resit.-l.;;',;1ce in D:..~nver, Colorc;.do, on 
Ja.nua1..,y 23 ~ 1970, hy detectives of the iJoulder, Colorado Police 
Dcpcirtntcnt on thE~ bu.sis of 21 80<1rch HQr•rant; hot·iCVer, she stated 
that her attor•ney ~ ... TOliiJ KOKISH, has udviocd her that he h~.s a 
specific address :~c:..~ .RII-Lli. in his posr.,...;ssion uhich he has 
ob·tained ·through :i.nd:-~penden·t investi9;ation. She pointed out 
she is c<:~rta.in Rinl;. ,.,ill a.guin X'e ·turn to the Boulder arec:.. 

'I'he follo~·Jinz descriptive data wc.;.s obta.ined conc::n-'ning 
~CANNEN:DAUl-i throus!r in·tervic~v and observation: 

Dute of Birth: 
Place of Birth: 
Height: 
\~eight: 
Byes: 
Hair: 
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Hhite 
Female 
Harch 30, 1931 
Chicaeo, Illinois 
5 I 711 

170 pounds 
BroHn 
BrcHn/gray 
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Address: 

Occup<3:tion: 
Relatives: 

Hili -'cary Service : 

Education: 

Status of Health: 
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24-8 Logan Street, Denver, 
Colorado. 

Gr'anhic Artist 
F atli.er -· JOSEPH 1J. FOREST 

(Deceased) 
Mother HARGARET JOSEPHINE 

FOREST, ar;e 69, 
·Galva~ Illinois. 

Brother- PETER FOf~ST~ age 
35, 420 Oakland Street, 
Io~va Ci·ty, IOi\'.:1. 

Brother - CHARLBS ANDRZH FOREST~ 
ae;2. 34-, Sandia, Ht~W 
Nexico. s·tates employed 
as ma·theP1a·tician, U. S. 
Atomic Energy Cornmission. 

Hone 

St. Anthony Grade School, 
St. Louis, Missouri; 
attended s·t. :t:lizabeth 
Academy, St. Louis, Missouri 
\..Jhere completed tenth p;r&de; 
received .high school d:i plonta 
while incarcera·ted in Illinois 
State Rcforma.tory for 7·!omen. 

Received psychiatric ·t:reatment 
from Dr. ERIC SACHS, 30 ;\forth 
Hichip,an Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois, 1956 - 1959. 
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RE: GALYA TANNENBAUM 

Mr. James R. Richards, Assistant United States 
AttornE>y ,. Denver, Colorado, vJas contacted on February 6, 
1970 and furnished results of complete interviews of persons 
contacted in this investigation. Mr. Richards sta·ted · 
Tannenbaum apparently did not obtain anything of value as a 
result of her false representations. He also noted there was 
no indication that persons to whom these false representations 
had been made relied upon them or acted di;:oectly as a result 
of her false claims. Mr. Richards stated he did not feel the 
actions of Mrs. Tannenbaum constituted a prosecutable violation 
of the Federal Impersonation Statut.e, and added that the mat·ter 
did not appear to be one that had prosecutive merit. 

This document contains neither reco~~endations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the px•operty 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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"C ~lTED STATES DE P.\HT.\IE XT 01<' JFSTICE 

F F. D E lL \ L B U R E AU 0 F L\ Y EST I G AT I 0 l\ 

18213 Federal Building 
Denver~ Colorado 80202 

Febr-uary 12, 1970 

~~l"'.. J tn.,,~~~s L. Tr·ee.ca 
t ni t0ci S·tatcs ;\t:·::orn8y 
Unl \:::)d Si:at~~s C:.mr·thouse 
D~nvcr, Colorado 80202 

At·tcn"'cion: 

I:e<ll.... Sir: 

Hr. James R. 
Assistant U. 

Richards 
S. J\ttOl"'DCV 

Re: Galya Tannenhaum 
Im:oersona·tion Hatter 

As a result of these c\iscuss:tonu, Nr. Rich2.rds 
d2clincd prosecution of 'l',J.nn~nb.cw-:1, nod.ng that she had 
ur>par:;ntly never ob·ulin:Jd any-thin::- of value an.d that -cersons 
to t:hon such clu.i:::.s t.lera :-::~adc ap~u.l..,en-"cly d:i.ci not rely upon her 
false r2prcscnt:a:tions. i!r. Richurcls s·ta·tcd that he did not 
feel J.'ann;=mbaun 1 n ac·tions consti·tu"'t:ed a prosecutable viola·tion 
of the Federal Ir.:mersonation S ... ca-i:ut:e and sta-ted t:ne matter -.N:lS 

one vihich did no·t·· appeal"" to hav~ prosecut i vc merit. 

A copy of a lctb~r·head nenorandum rcflacting results 
of intcrvieus of individuals con"'cacted in -::his investigation 
is bein~ enclosed for the co~pletion of your file in this 
matter. 

o"ffice 
(~I : 
\ .., J " 

/ .. ' ..... 
' I . 

Ho furthel"' invcstization is contemplatea .Dy this 
regarding Tannenbaum. , _.,.,...,..... ,..,.,.,_,.__, .:-'-·"'·-' 

NOT RECO::,u·:o 

Very truly yours, ~ 0 FEB l6 1970 

SCOTT J. HERHER ...., 
I 

Enclosure 1 
Special Agent in Charge 
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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROH: SAC, D~NVER (q7-3190) 

G~\!41Y/~ T!\~~:;J~~IB1~UM, 
I: il)l:RS Oi Jf~ TI o~~! 

aka 

00: 

Re Denver letter 2/12/70, 
1nem.oranc1ura cnclosuT'e thereto. 

( . ' ~ ; ·J:: ~' .-::.:::;:.:.-· - ~ • e • , -~ . "-.""" ~ 
I . ~ 
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• J' 

fl ' I_. 
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and letterhead 

Referenced comr.mnication sets forth backr.;round 
investi~ation conducted by the Denver Division con~erning 
TAHNENBAU!·l. 

Enclosed is a newspaoer clipping which apoeared 
on page 53 of today' s cdi tion of the Rock~ Eoun·i:,-d n I!<:'-!_~, 
a Denver local newspancr. 

The article is captioned "GALYA. She Talked to 
Church Statues. 11 It sets forth testimony given by one 
Dr. JOHN HACDOHALD, a psychiatrist, at a sanity hcar'inr; 
involving TAj'JNENB.AU:t-1, which hearing is beinr: held :in 
Boulder District Court before Judge JOHN BAH!TARD without 
a jury. Dr. HACDONALD 'I.·Jas testifyinr.: concerning the re.
sults of his mental examination of TA;HJEHBAUM. 

. I 

various 
made to 

!. 

According to the article r · .': \:PcDONALD set fo:-:-1:h 
allegations and claims \-Jhich ::·:rs: 'TA:mE:JBAUM has 
him, including a claim that she worked for the f3I. 

____ .,...,.. .... ~-- ~ 
This claim by 

absolutely untrue. 
TANi-iENBAU:t-1 of Bureau employr:v.=ni. :L.~ 

1 JUL 1 1 :q70 

D . .. J t' ' D "'ACf'.l"\"'·' -, cr:ver l.nC)J.ces nega J.Ve concern1.ng _:r,,.-J,;l,.•'····:;.,_., 

{f- I " J/ .1 '' /'··· ~-Bureau ~ En~-7L -. ~ ·_.\h:m; .~. . .. ':.'- · \.;·; .. 
.-Denver 1,.1-7 -.~:.:Ju, · ---··-···· ....... -·::..._ __ 
JFi1: hg ( l-rLO ~·-:-; l""'"S""'l__....,R'""'i"h-.a--.:-)---------=~-,'7".,--;-. ,.-\ ...., ,·{ .. \ \ \·.:·.. I'~· 

t::~ {:(+ ) \ l \1 ": I ~ ~ > / ·,, 1\j/ ' . ~· F-~ ~ '/. I •• ''/ 

I • ~ v ' · -· t.... {"', , ~ -.. • / .1. . 
\~.r-rc·,c>J: .. ·• Sent '' M Per---·. r-r--~ 

\-' , ., 
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Uoon reading the enclosed article ASAC JOHN F. 
HOEiJEY iTfl .... T.ediately contacted th8 SRc\ in Eoulder, Colorado 
and instructed hi;:t to co::~.tact· ~.h:.d;;c !~A:~~~1'\.RJ today and advise 
him that not only had ;vips. TA~I:JeJBAUH never Horkecl for the 
fBI, but she h;::s never in .:my 'tJay v-1hatsoever been associated 
with the Federal Bureau of Investi~ation. 

That information Has given to Hrs. ESTHER DONI·IELLEY, 
~Tudge BARHA?.D' s secretary, this morning since Judr.e BARHARD 
was a~ain in court hearing the sanity matter involving Mrs. 
TAt-mE~·l3AU!·i. 

\·ihen conta~d by the Bureau A~ont Mrs. DONNELLI:Y 
stated Hhen the Judge heard ·that co:nment of alleged 13ureau 
err:ployment by i·:rs. TA~J:!El!BAUri he iiiL'!iediatf:ly discounted it 
~noHing it ~·;as absolutely untru:=. 

Mrs. DJNNELLEY stated she would bring the FBI 
refutation of this con~ent to the Judge's attention at the 
first recess in court. 

Vc.rious crini!l.ul 'Pl"Oceedings are pendinp; against 
l'1rs. TA.m·n=:;:BAU!·1 in the Denver-Boulder ar•ea, and they are 
beinr; held in abeyance, pe:1ding ·the outcome of her current 
sa.ni ty trial. 
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~- .. ~ 
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· -: 1 . ..,...... ] 
'\ ' ' . ' . : ~ . ~~ - . _; ' \ ·• · .. ,. 

.~" !..J :...., ::./ :..J .. . ..1 .. : ._, ,_\.. \ ,.' .. " ·• _, 

' • ! . _. r..J ..... 

·-----· ... fly -~~.\Hn.·.J~A BHO;;:.;t·: 
i~o~[· ,• I~1our;!a.i·l .'\ ... \!;·~·" B'rit,...c 

:-' rs. Halra 'l':_au;ra!xu;m <·hlim:•{i : :atm•s ill a Cr. til
ow· l'\' ll l"t'h tal!u·tl io lwr' n r:::•n'.'l'l' 1l:;yel~iatr:-.t tl''it:i-
n ~··l Wt'WH'Sday. ..,, 

··1 fPli it re:tlly h·.p; ~:l~~J ·· ~ 
1)r. ,John :\la<"dOI!hhl. t:olvr:h\tl j 
p,;~ d:•Jpr.thic ll<.':<pital ··,J""!'n"i ~-~ 
l>"Y•·lli;._try diredor. qW'h'(\ )L':' . 
Tan::,·ahnum. .l! 

~I 
! ''T fC'lt I b('\<mg.•,l to SO!"'~ · 

thin··,. At l.omC', l'\·<'r~·thin~~ \', :::. 
\1-'l'iJl)'~. 

"Th-:•r'-', pt>ople likt·:l HlC'." 
:\r::•_chna!d, hmwvN', ~:, :.J t!w 

sh>::-kv :;:1-Yeor-old wmn:•n fri·.'n: 
o[ :'~1s~:n~~~ t:nh·pr::ity ,,: Colo:" 
d' pr· ·~··ssor Dr. Th(:;,~;:s Hih:t !.' 

.. h· .~: l ~!y .<;a':1\1
• 

' 

.. , 1~c:. :' I:·<~doP.:i!d : 0 '- • :~· i · ··, :L r ... _ 
~: ' . :~..;~-. tn a qUPSti~'-!1 ~>:\ ct~- ,·.~.> ~ ' 
!·,_-,~ ::~·r .Ju:Jn J(o!;:h.!L l'Jt! :.i .. ·. 

!r!\n~~-leh·. •:)J1~n ''b c c n t~i:~n~!.!.~~d 
\~ ·,1;1 l~i! ! i:1~~ s ;f'~'-ol':. ~." ~:.C" t..'.):.! 1 ~ 

]·;P: (' int,!!d her !0:~ ,1Hy in~ ... n~- . 

~I 

•: ?datefl to n(>ed~ 
' ·l \\"i>ti1(t h: .. se to ~;i10\\ tnc e· .. _ 

<· ~!~>f: .. d('<.'i> ,'' J.Iacdr,!;~d .. l s·,:~i. ...,t,;•:h (.1LU,\'!1. ·, :! ; ~ J( )! ,u,HH11 

' ' 

•·jt 1' 1 l~iates to h~ :· .r.'h»Pd t'> i:r;l ·l 
on t' l hnr man I \\'ollh! :;ay, yPs.'' . iw:· ::ilt:~'s name 1o n S330 

··rn o1ber "'ords if it \\·~r~ (·!~~{·\.. 
s :>:nt':mC' wlm had rl.'jPdC'~l ~I:·s. T~:nn:-nlmum is accused 
her?" KfJkish as:,<"J. of !:;i\·in~ the check to a charter 

' '1 woc;lll s~,v, yes, n.,s~ih'-..." . airlil't' ::-!:'r\·:ce bst .Tul~- :;o for a 
the psh:hiairist ~aid. 't.ih<·d.rm- · ili;~ht to :=:;:n An;onio, Tex. after 
aid said :'-Irs. TennPnb<ttm1 told lUna \\'a::; fi:-;,t missrrl :\1arch 14, 
lti:a ~he Jh·ed wilh Riim for a · 19 :i~1 -
ti:tw, aud was ups._>t hy his ''sud- :\Iacclunald - testifying for 
d-:-n marriage." t ~ ci·~ht h<nrs-suid :\lrs. Tannen-

:.\ Irs. Tanncnh<>um. lln;; ('\·.~~·- !J:•w11 m:1cle Unl! cl:\im atler an
is n()t c!1al'6C'd with murde;·. but oth,•t· tu him. stating: 

, fo:-w•ry. o Xm:is impl<:n:<:d the fetus of 
Thr. gr:~~·-hain·d nwfl!l'r 1•f a mimkcy inside her while she 

. fr;~tr i,; undl-'r~oin:~ a !<'lllity <·o':'ltt•mt· :<l she \\aS in a Germani 
tr1al on lll'r pl<'a of imHll'l'nt cvnc€'ntration camp during 

~ lty r~:tson of insanity to for:<- \\"orld \\'ar II. ..--·· 
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r·- . ...,.......,....., · ·~- ······· ... - - - :: ..- ·- ··· 

'"' 

... _. __ ~ 

,tilt··:"'! lif••liell•:t:-\' with >l'~'ap· ' "At one iihw sht :o;al<l .;h~'> · 
or,,,, 'H·;,.ll maid ~aid .• ln:(oug i was from W10ilH•t· pl:.mpf," 
tl;.'!'': 'l",t:\t "hi' (•llU!:l !>l:3bi ! :Vf:t<•I{OI\'11:.\ said. ~ 
hi:··:· <'n !L,• \\'i1·1~ wil :, :t l'il!l,. 1 :.\Iacci<Jl:d!d !::.:id tr.l':·<• "c:·n be 

I "~!!.· T:,l.~<·(l plmut kil! :m~ Itus- ·nu qq<•stion hut that :'.Irs. T,m
St·I!IS, at.d sai:\ sht> (';m :1-;sem- ;n<'nlJaum is a very ::.id;: \\'O:ll-

' ::'.T:Il·d.m;t!d also said. to hi10 ; fathe>r (a Chicago si~n painl<'r) h!.! .1 gun behind h.:r hack," fan." 
1,{ ,,, J,.,: .:,•. ::IIrs. Tanr:('!lhaum, a 'who died in l!i::><;." , :'.fact~on<;l:i sairl. ''She al~o! Xrvcr,he>Jess, he s<.n•i. ,.:!!<! i~ 
,,: t:w of Clli<·a~~,,, iHI<t ne\·er l<.'ft , :.\!I·s. Tennenhanm claim~d t'l. t'hims to be \'Pry familiar with !not legally insa:-to.; b ll':t! :;h.> is 
tL• t·.~·' . - 1

h:n·<" h:1d an un~;appy <'hi!dhnllrl, dynan•itP. jnot so <ler,m;ed as H•ll :o h~ 
. '' . ~!!t• 1\·as a ?'Jlrmrlm some . i•1 which sl!e was told !1er p:u·- · ";-;i!o saiJ s~1~ wou~d do ''~·rylable to t.ell the difl<"I'Pll<'t~ b~
tdt•lh,;<'nt·e setTtce. \din hPlp~·d cnrs wanted a bo·:, w:•s fr<'-' ,lan~;c'I'<WS Unn~s. J1!,<• f!ymg tween r,glJt :n1<l \\TO!:!('. or, 
::' t dtizPns o:1t of Czecho;;Jo\·a- qtvntly be;::tcn and· was locked O\'(•l' ·LD>,!lancl Pass at a low al- lkr.owing thr diff<"rl't:cr, to ,·e-• 
Ida to \ri'StC'rn counfri,•s. l.in t!;,, li:J.scmcnt. : ut: •(k ~o 'pkturl's' co•1ld be tak-~1 frain from \\To:Jgdolng. 

,)!l·s. Tannenbaum us<'d the ., • • • •,•n'." The ;:auity ca!,e is bl!ir.:~ t1k.l 
n::n:<'S pf hoth Col. Z<.<cal'O\ a- ' .If arned liUlSl('l(lll l ' ' . rl - ' ' to Boulder Dist. Jmlgc Jvhn 
afh•r a l'..u:<si<m ba\knna-anrl Bt"(·:m!:c of this sh;,• snids!oP' l'l'LC11,t of joe S Bar:~ardwithoutajUl'\'. < 
CoL 'f;,nnC"nbamr.) ; liwd in :::. \\·orld of "j]Ju.;;;IJil." :.\fr1. . T:mnenb:wm also' • 

.:• Slw wus an assochtt" of I h.:! \\'b'n she \>i.'S 15, sh'l sairl. slJC' chim,•d 10 b<: ~t f.:-iC'nd oi Ji,C Rn-
jC'osla =--:o~ll'a anu.wpnt W d:n- m~rr!o.;d a. ~bliC'<? tx:n:i l_:ltGCl' . l! ' t_I:'lS, a .:r:m!o;'lU:ld ~igUl'<',?~\' . . 
m•rs ''\ntnthef:tm;!y." •\',ill l::te.- JOmed tl:eAu· l•orcc.•J<-:.n Lon•. Lt. GO\. :.\I:lrkHo- : 

"Sh<' said she wcni U:rcu;h a· D\lrin·,; thb rr:::rri:::::;::-, Bolling gan <;n:l the lat(.' 1J.S. Sen. E\·er
<'Pl't'il10n~· and pror.1!~C'd n<,[ io Ail· !·'o~ce B:~.>e Ho~;Jit:<l r c;- ·<'It D!<'KSC'n. . ·~ 
!'::! on the' co'l~." :vucdm:3ld ords, in.roducecl b•: Kotds!l st·,tt<' ::.;:s. T~·nnC'nh;mm clannf-;d tbe 
I s··itL "~:!1e said ~he'd pro1mhly : :::'lil'S. 'f,mn(:nbam!1 app::.·t•:Jtlv. >-l:tt•.·,•s in church talk<'il to hr~r 

1 ... , l ill<· . I :or talking a!:Joui th<' s11f;errd a ''ce>m·crsion l't':JC- ~hen she was 26 or 27 years ol~ 
('' '"'!· tion'' in wl:ich she \\'as ~.:;nahic to 

~lr·s. 'l'<~.mwnt::mm said sht~ · :-rw•·" :101' 1e~t leg -lw~:,it:.! of- ~ 
\':;·s prt•scnt wl:c>n s•J:o~cor.e ikbis trlt b<•cause s~w f('ared i 
d'~.:ili•i!d wh:tt sl:c ~!J,J,t~i1t w::s a lwr ml::<oan,l mi;.;ht lt-:l\'e h"r. 1 
b:o,Jy info a l1tke in :moil dt·um, · ~11:• wno;; prf'~t:a!lt with lwr 
l'r. J.i:u::d.,nal-1 s:1:d. Sho.: <tls0 rir.t:;. <'1tlld at tile tiat!'. I 
1• !<l h:m shl' l:!:ew ;::l.;·n.l :molh0r . ~ 1 'h"C"'ild ''aJ'd ' II'' •r···nl nn-1 , • . • , -~ ., ,,\.:.~ .. u .. oO) ., ,., . ... .. H-. 

;.{. · ;~:.;J::Ild kJJlm~. b::t:m St. ,'{crrd fro~ f~· p)it:!,;S of ; 
1 «JWc\:0r, ::'lit's. Tar.nenhaum dqw:.Uenry. One uf hPr re::s.ms ~ 

•;L;" .C'!atme•l to h,,·;e WO! kc>cl f0!' . fc>r b,•cGming pregn:mt, h(• said, ! 
lt:e 1- HI. ; WHS that this \\'OUld help iter to: 

'Pollution plan' hold h<'r men. · 
''She said she's \Uitten to the . • :::'llrs. T,mncn~:~um \\ys l\\'iC'e 

CIA and the Atomic Ent~r~y : w;·m:tllY
1

• n:arrted. m:C! had a 
Commi~sion and lhi! Penta!;on conlt.lO!l ~\\ rt>latwnsmp, :.\Inc
ali1J:Jt a plan s!:e \\Ol'ked out to;do~ald s:u<l. 
usC' Cobalt 60 to c·lc<:n up !ll)lltt-1 i}ru{! 01:erdoses ! 
li<m in t~c Chicago area," :\lac-: Hosr)it.,;J record,;, pro<iuccd by l 
donald saJCl. · Kokish, indicate ~Irs. T:..nn!'n-~ 

"She said she took films of b:.um \\as admitt<'d to thrPe 
Cuhu for 1hc i!o\·ernmeni," :.'.!aC'- h!Hpitals in ~n UTJ<'onscious 
<lonal•i said. ''She admjtted tell- state; in 19:>-1 and l9:i3. tll'ice ,. 
ing olht·t· P<'oplc about doins- · from O\'Prdoses of barbiluatl'S 
thill'~S like what you 5:E'e on :VIis- ' nml once from an on:-rdose of 
l'ion Tmpo<sihh•. (A TV silo\\'l,'morphine. I 

::nrs. 'J'annenlmum :Hlmitft•d : "D,lrin~ her life, she says 
t~·Jiiug l'lahomtc Iit·s to some :she's had yery few friends,'' 
Jl ··oplt•, hut c·l,timcd soml' o! : •tnd li1e only I>er~on giJe <'an· 
h•r wild storit•<> wrr(' true. : conHdc in is her a~toJ·nc•y, 
":'ihe said she hcartl Yoires ~lr. Ko!,ish," ::.rar:donnld said. 

::-il!c·e ag!' 8," :.\Ia<'donald snicl. · :\lr<;. Tamwnhaum marie 1 
/ ''ShP said she often talked to her · seycral c~Iaims cont-t:ni'filgu~ 
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Tolson------
Sullivan ___ _ 0-19 (Rev. 2-2-71) l•···· \ ·;~ 

( .;J ....,. . 
Mohr ----.-~----
Bi::.lwp ;. ,.. 

•' 

;Brep~ian>c.D. __ 
Calialufti ... ----

f' -.· "' • C. J d TI/[ . -1 o A Casper ___ . 
ivf'J.gttre 1n2 o_ora o 1t1y-sz:er1es an - ,ppcrre'fi~ c~nrad _____ ·- .. -...-d:e Dalbey 

~"~"; •\ to 1-~· ·:-: ·w Y<>:~ T.m·• In he1· suicide note> and n let- / l ~ttl C 1 "' . Felt 
DENVER ~·a . ·h 

0 
}( lt'r !o h('i' l~\\')'Cr, .lol:•t Koki:;h 'f' II , \---' -~---._Gale-------

. • • '' l<- v-· trc;. ·1f Dc•n\' ;r. \1rs. T,·,r:wnhaum ...... .-- Ji .......... · '• 
::>loan. Tann<>_nbaurn, th(' t'<'n- : tc~ain pro:r~~c-d h\'r j;motence / . .' · Rosen ------
lrctl f1gure m two t:nsolwd n the ~,Ji,:.:->Pl'•~rance of Dr. J. 

1 

, _ _,..- \ 

::olo::;tdo my<;tenes. has d: ..... Tho• :'•~ Rla, :tJ, ::.:1d til..>. deaths /. t lel 
san(', P.ppa.rently a su:d::e. :}f t.. >.: ~us1· F. rc;---·:c,· : ·t' r~.1 78, and // / ~,,1r

1 

J lters -
Mrs. 'f:mnenbaum, 39 yc.tr~ ', ' 1~\ ~:~~·):~a .·.:w.·r~; •:, · . . . ..- vv ~ ars ------

. ~ d d ... c lett< I to :\lr. n.ol.,sh sa1d, . / J 0 . 1 .~, T 
?!C!• O:'lce ~<'ga_r· e ao; ,a su::m·~l "It d.l:>:m't matt:-r rer.l!v, bm I: f /"v . / .r...r ·-; Ef e. Room l~ t\\;~ pmsonmg d,·~t· 15 ~-~cl m '''il! tell vou thic;. 1 diCln't do I ,~/ tr 1, 4/ :J 7 / I}6lm_es ~~! ~. m~app;.arance o: a 'l~mver- To!n or Gus or l!arb in. I wentj .I .f' G -----
._, ,tJ .o" <=; .• lorado. piOtessor of rtuts with hurt over losina· ' v 4"7 / ? I /' "''¥'·' " antiy ------
:?.._usr.ran h1story, dtcd Scmd_ ay :_~t t'.·lenl." "'\

1 
.. 

1 l I ~~)..t' / l d S H I t"'.; i /._ ,t_,,...v' .. /' !~'': Co ora o tate osptta m Dr. IU:1:1, who Ii\·ed near the ,· c "" ,.... . J·. : ~blo. univNsitv camn~1s in Boulder' · . J1-r"'~"" k/ .r' ·· 

\ 

:rhc hospital authoriti0s con·'disappearrd i-!;1rch 14, 1969:
1 j)' v • """/ ' .. · • \ 

1 

I(} -· d d . !' . . . 1\. "J ~ """ . . : ) .. /l ,, - \'./ -
,llrme to ay, arter ear ~rr t.e--and :>. irs. 'f:.m:H.•n9:wm was suo- V J' __.,/ j __.. ·-~ t _. \ : , • ', r· , -"'.:.,_.- -,-...... 11;~!s, that. <1 S'licid~ note had srqucnlly c:.:trg,•J in both 7 /" ' · v· • / 
hcen found in a pocket of :Mrs.iBoulJ<>r and Denver in four\ . /V-' _.,..........,..,.... · ·-1-.. \ 
Tannenbaum's drt-ss. !st•pa: ate j,•!onirs im·ol\·ing the.~ )'· '/ · .... 

rrotest:; f~er Innocenc\l ldiS,}OS:ll of hi~ property. ; . -.:;z.; 

1 
'thou<>h an autcmsy report. As a rc~ult of one of thos(> 1 t ~- .·~· "•. . • _ 1 / 

' ' rilt' ~ot" be e>sail~h!e un,i! cl:.:rg.;~· .I Pat she had fo?edi / j \.!JZ' : .... ~ (. I_ ~-/i ,/_ -:'1/,. J 
T'\•lrsdav the cause of death Dr. .dna s n:lmr t? a ,3001 • · · · 
\,: ... ·,- bt"lte~f'd to h1.~·. h ·en eva- ,·heck, :.1rs. T.ll~n·~nnaum. '\as. R- _,11

, / , / . • . . c 1 • :')und b\' a B.1uldrr D•stnct' 1 • ' • 
-·jo tl·e j)O'S'>n 1 "'L 'Tl"d two · · · .. · • · •

1 
. ''' ' •·' 1 " '' 1"" • r O"rt }.'If\' tO h" [;>oalJv insane ~· . •" •. ' ~ 

Of 
'11•·s Tat·n"'nb··unl's neJ<>h "' .. · - • · ,... J ,t,~ ..... • • " :· · ' -~·. " • "' · .and wa<; orJl•ied confined. _. "'/7 ~--

lJ::Jrs m Den\·er 111 l!Jo9. ; • , /~ 
Tha woman, who onr·~i Search Is 'Cnst•cce:;sful I/ 

The Washington Post. 

t.l<ir-.t>d to be a gem•ral doin~ : In th~ fo\lowinv, m0nths, the 
intr:ilir,t>nce work and bnll(!~etl p.>lke in the l1l'!'l\'rr-Bot:!der 
of ~:er friendsb:~s in lnflucnti.ll ·traa made a wide> :-.·.•.\rch for 
plf c!.'s, gave ~om? of L:'r p :r- :~::> i;!llly. Th('y !oa:;ed into 
M~~ions to fcJiQw patitnls ... . iJ .-~.andunl' •l monnt:<iit tT'!ne 
wt•}:e farewe\llettrrs to friend~ "m!1.s <>.nd alung bml.w:d roads, . 
-?.ud f«mily before she diNl. ,a!lcl dng up t!w ba•Mnfnt of1 

Times Herald -------- ~. 

\

. a.n Ea~t Dcnvrr. ~-::;-onceJoc.\ 
cupled by :.lrs. Tannenbaum.\ 
!3ut the mis!'ing pr!Jfl'S~Of has\ 
n!'ver bren found. ln the poi
soning deaths, no e\·\dence wasl 

\

developed that could support 
charges against :.Irs. Tannen-: 
baum. 

1 Mr. Koki'h said hrre today 
that a gr:wd j'Jry :.hould be 
asl,ed to im·es~ig.~te how :\Y•'?· 
1'rinnenb:wm o:'tamed the J•OI· 
sc.n that kiiiN1 hrr. He ~aid 
t(,at the grand jury shou!d also 

in::CSticrate co:npiaints made~ to~ 
him i; Jette>r~ fr.nn \.1rs. Tan
nenbaum tha t :.he had been 
mistreated an,! persecuted by 
the hospital .,:afL 

Mr. Kokish said that his 
client was app:.trcntly lc.oked\ 

\

upon at Purb\o "a-; a kind uf 
the witch of t:1c ward." \ 

He quoted iJ('r fiMl ktter to 
hitft as sa~ :n;{, "EvPrytl:ing 

\

thl.t hJS m.t.le me fee\ pr:d 
about mv~r!f has bt>~ll taken 
a\l)lY· Life is very cheap." 1 

.. I 
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i.J"'·l~~ 

U~ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
0

jSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI 

IDENTIFICATION DIVISION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20537 

,11-18-75 392 CAG 
-·~· 

The folt'owing FBI record, NUMBER 5 81 5 00 A , is ful'nished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHA!RGE OR DISPOSITION IS 
DESIRED, COtv'\MUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FiNGERPRINTS. 

so 

CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 

San Antonio TX 

usss 
San Antonio TX 

so 
Clayton .MO 

PD 
Chgo IL 

PD 
Chgo IL 

PD 
Chgo IL 

Cook Co Jail 
Chgo IL 

Cook Co Jail 
Chgo I:£: 
SRef f01:. Women 
Dwight IL 

NAME AND NUMBI:R ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED CHARGE 

Gloria Ann 
Me Pherson 

11/14/50 forg gov't checks 

Gloria Ann 
McPherson 
J-3-15-1082 

Gloria Ann 
McPherson 
~288 

11/14/50 

4/29/54 

Gloria McPherson 9/2/58 
P File 

Gloria McPherson 9/2/58 
E 43193 

Gloria Fores 
E 43193 

Gloria Forest 
252549 

5/27/60 

5/28/60 

Gloria McPherson 9/26/60 
259721 

Gloria Ann 
McPherson 
3843 

10/21/60 

mail theft 
forg & pass gov't 
chk ($336) · 

forg 

not given 

embz (1) 
forg (2) 

OM FP (checks) 

277-38 

forgery 

forg (2M) 
embz (1M) 

This domtment is p1·e1 ared in response to you1 request and i not for dissemi
nation o"+si'1 , ~:ou?· I om1nittee. Its use is li1 ~ited to offi('i~l proceedings by 
your Commi-~:,.e and he content may not be disclosed to um uth01·ized person
neL without the e$pr ss approvaL of the FBI • 

DISPOSITION 

sent to 1 yr & 
1 day sus p for 
3 yrs & placed 
on prob for 3 
yrs under 
supervision 

-- ~-warr ----

DWP 3 yrs prot 

9 mos H of C 

7/27/60 sent to 
H of C 

sent to pentr y 
10/21/60 

1 - 5 yrs (CC) 
12/21/62 par 

1to Chgo IL 
·e/25/64 disch 
expiration of 
sent while on 
parole 
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it:.ct , .. 2 
U~D ST f.\ TES DEPARTMENT oF;~STICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATI 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISION · 

.. WASI-IINGTON, D.C. 20537 

I 
11-18-75 392 CAG 

.... 

The following FBI record, NUMBER 581 500 A . , is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY . 
. Information shown on this ldeniiflcction Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF CHARGE OR DISPOSITION IS 
DESIRED, CO.MMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBUTING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONTRIBUTOR OF NAME AND NUMBER ARRESTED OR CHARGE DISPOSITION FINGERPRINTS RECEIVED . 
PD . Gayla A.nn 10/27/69 inv forg 
DenvE!.r CO Tannenbaum 

' 162895 
.. -

PD Galya Ann 12/5/69 CC Wrt #23327 
Denver CO Tannenbaum S-check 

1628·95 .. 

PD G_alya Ann 1/23/70 forgery 
Boulder co· ·Tannenbaum 

20534 . 
.. . . 

so Galya Ann . 1/23/70 forgery 
· Boulder CO Tannenbaum . 

11371 

PD Gayla Ann 1/23/70 hld ft+g det rel to SO 
Denver CO Tannenbaum .. . -- Boulder CO 

· 162895 
.. ;. 

so Galya Ann 3/12/70 forgery. -

Boulder CO Tannenbaum 
1.;f72:4 

_. 

so Gayla Ann 3/20/'70 Wrnt: ~ab Corp 
Golden CO Tannenbaum 

23024 
. 

Dept of Security . Galya Tannenbaum 7/17/70 mental patient 
SHosp 54609 .. 
Pueblo CO 

. . • , 
so Galya Ann 12/7/70 hold for Denver , • ... 

. Littl~ton CO Ta!menbaum I 

-·· . .· !.: ~· ~ . ·. 
364517 ' ' 

• to. • • .. 
: 

... .... , .. . . . . 
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rt>-3 50 (Rev. '!-l6-63) 
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l ~ir. •r.,J,;on .. -·
J .'\!1. 8utlin:n .... . 

I :.\Ir. ;\lohr --·--·-· . , 
:\I,., H ·.·<:l n ~ . 

~h.RrC'nT>~"CD \ ~ ,_ . 
I 'l. C·· J' : . • ~ •/ I ~· J. ,, .• :t. ,\.) ...... 

!
, M1·. c .. ~:·.·:- _ ·-___ ! 

:.'Jr. ( ••:n·•·•L .. ---1 
_ ------------------~(~M::-:o:::u~nt:_::C:_:I.:_:iP~P:_:i_::n::g_:_i_::n:_:S:!p:.:a:~c:.:c:...:B.::.c.:.:lo:_w::._):_ _______________ 1 ~ '! -·. ;:.,.:. v .. 
- i )1r. J? ... Jt .......... ! 

i"""'..::-~- ~ {? ·~--...:.-- ... _ ... 1 
t ;1 p ," ~ r·:; .. ~ lj(.., ~-"lt .~! ·.-:1 
:;,.:~ ,. : I .... ~ .. ~:l <:.··::1 ··~ ·.:~ .; :..; \ ");: c! 
r:;7J 

li ~') 
~·, 

:..-''\ 
L l '>- ~ 2-

,.. 11 '1 
/ ,t, ~"I r ~·::~ •

1 
~~ • .J "' • ..; '· ..... \:.v ~c.;..~ 

GO\·cnm:ent officia~:; in \he 
So\·iet l"nion will be reque:-.!cd 

~· to del!·rmine if Prof. 'l'homas. 
c.,,; . IUha is in that co:mtry. a 

j r.pokf:'sman fot• th€' Soviet am
hassador to the Gnited Slates 
said :vronday. 

''But I c a n n o t promise 
whether any answer will br 

I. r,ivc.n:· said the a~sistant to Arr! .. 
rnssador Anatol\' Dabrvnin ;i;· 

I be Soviet Embas.:v in \\~ashin~- ' 
~:m , D.C. . ~; 

1

- Speculation over Hilla's \',·here
abouts was renewed after the 
Jll'Obab!e suicide :'\Iarch 7 o( 
1\<Trs. Gloria (Galya) 'l'aunen-' 
baum at Colorado s:ate Hospital 
in Pueblo. 

Before she lap~ed inio uncOil· 
scio~~ness from the effects of 
cy<-:nide poiso21in~. ::.rrs. Tanncn
Lamn n·ported!y said Hi!ia ''had 
jus! mad~ it · to nus::-ia after 
he \·ani::!'>"d ~larch H, 1!'J59, 
froin Boulder. 

The U. S. Sl ale Department 
h:1s said it has no inforn~otion 
suggesting Riha is in the Soviet 
e:::..;!'l!~· ·~--.~-· I 

·-. 

f) 8AP.R 2 -1~~ .
1

-\ 
\ .' (I . ) \ 
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3 The Denver ?oft 
·Denver, Color do 

t<· 
,;· ... 

.( . ~ -

~ 
,._t',< ~· 

t .. ~{~,. \ 
I ;• \ • • ,_, • 

I j'·.· . ~ \ •. . v 
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Date: 3-16-71 
Edition: Home 
Author: 

Editor: Charles Ro 
Title: f:Jrs. Glori'a 
'l'annenbaum 

Character: 

or 

Classification: 

Fux"::::· 
( ('..:;>- - - ~ v._... ___ ~ 

Submitting Office: Ler;ver 
0 Belng lnvestlqated 
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TO 

FROM 

0Ptt0NAL f01<M NO. 10 
O'J.A'l"-'194)fr)lj~N 
GS.A GC.N HG, NCJ. 27 _.Jt"~ 

UNITElJ STATES C'J,'ERNMENT 

Jt;f emorandum 
Mr. E~ Se Miller 

w. A~ Braniga!l 

/ 
'! .'! 

. . 
' ' 

/-) v • Tolson----
f.'clt ------·r 
f!OS!'Il --·-- /-. • 
-~((/.11~- / 

~~-; ..... ~...,..--
• .;:t'\110)),.. /:__-

£tit {>iUJ<.r.ll~.s. __ 1 - Mr .. A. Rosen 
Callahan __ 
CnsJH.'r __ _ 

1 - Mr. D. Jo Dalbey 
Conrad __ _ 
Dalbey __ _ 
Cll.'vcland __ 

DATE.: 10/20/71 
Poude~---
Batcs __ _ 
Tm•el __ _ 
Walters __ _ 

1 - Mr & '1' .. E. Bishop 
1 .i\Ir o Eo So Miller 

Soyars __ _ 
Tclc. Room __ 1 - Mro w • A. Branigan 

1 - Mro "i'{" H- Schlarman Holmes ___ _ 

SUBJECT: THOMAS RIH.A Gand~·----

MISCELL.f{NEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 

Letter received from Oren Jarinltes and Francis B. 

J
Randall of New York City who described themselves as school

. mates and friends of Profe.ssor. rrhomas H.iha.. They referred 
I to an article which appeared in "The New York Times 11 on 

Sunday, October 10, 1971, S:ating 11The FBI .learned that there 
had been no foul play, that the professor had chosen to 
leave for personal reasons. 11 They aslwd to be advised if 
we could inform them if Riha is in fact alive and if they 
can communicate with him. Reconm1end they be advised we 
conducted no investigation into Riha's disappearanceo 

~~~1-3 
<:~:>O~<;s-' 
~~ ~~. 
~ "'l o·t:J> 
.... CJ~ R. 
'~0 0 

~::~ ~ ~ 
"' ~ 'i- ~ ~~("/,)(;) 

f'•''··~·(.'\) 

~~;~~ 
<'"'<"'!> 
<:1:> <:1:>~ ~· 

Professor Riha is the Czech-born naturalized US (':) ~ 0 
H ~l ~~ 

citizen who was a former professor of Russian history at ~ ~ ~ 
Colorado University, Boulder, Colorado. In March. 1969, he ~ ~~~ 

• ·~ ~ ~ "'l_ 
departe·d the Denver area without notifying friends, associates .@ -~ 

l
or his estranged wife. We dj_d not conduct any investigation . ~ ~ ~ .... 
into his disappearance since there was no evidence of a ' ~ ~~~ 
violation of a Federal law within our jurisdictione Local a;·~ 
authorities in Denver did conduct an investigation into his ~§ ~~ 

) disappearance, however, to date his whereabouts has not been . J ~ ~ ~ ~ 
tascertained. EXN102 REC '20'{ I ' • \ • j \ ;;· \ .·_ .. / I r·~~.~ 

I ,• J ' ,I ._. ' '{;'!-,-.E ~ </.....,_ ti; (!:::: 

Bureau files indicate Jarinh:es, Queensboro Co1l<;!ge, f ..... ~~~ 
New Yorlt, professor, has previously been interviewed by us !' • ~· ~. ~ 
regarding Soviet matter and was coonerative; however, while ~~~ 
in the US Army 1954-56 he received psychiatric treatment ·and iO:~ 
admitted. "emotional pressure because of homosexual tendencies. 11 g-~; 
Randall J.S a professor. at Sarah Lawrence College, New Yorko ~ ~~ 
He was interviewed by us in 1954 in connection with a student ~ }""'· 
trip to the Soviet Union and was cooperativ~I~:?9'6~11i!F 1 f.h~~ 
supported and participated in antidraft and anti-Vietnam wa:r ~~g. 
activity. f6 OCT26197l /

1 ~·~~ 
.,...~~ 
~ ~· ... 

Enclosure_.A....o,..,._/_:; ._.{) __ ,;-:/- 11 ...,..,. r 7\ ... ,T~ 7~?~ ~ ~ ~· 

105-78256 0//)~~-r,u~f.\~~~ ~..::-:.:-~t~~· 
1 - 134-16839 (Jarinkes) 
1 - 105-30830 (Randall) ~ONTINUED - OVER 

P$ 
WRS :kml , Wr" / 

MwaV:L;fitt?,:[ t. 
1./rA ./DS----1~? ~(o 

vrv A 
I 

,. 

'· 



• () 
tl" 

r . 
~. .... ,. . 

• , . .,r "ndunt to Ur • B. S. Mi lle:r 
. • -1·J!O~iAS R1HA 

~ ,.J ;l-18256 

With yo~ a~roval, the ~tached letter will be 
sent to Jarinl<es informing him and Randall that we have not 
conducted an investigation of Riba and suggesting that theY 
maY desire to contact the District Attorney in Denver for 

:t:m:ther information. 

v 
' 

- 2 -
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son ____ _ 
t _____ _ 

~::n ___ ,. -~ 

'1---~·---
h<,P--- 
:•·: , E.S. --

IHI".,. _ _ ,, ____ w 

nut ·-- --~--.. ~ 
acy ----··-
.,.elantl __ _ 

d··· ·----
('!, _ ____ _ 

'.l·rs - --~ _ 

,, .,.. 
- _ ......... 

Cc'tober 21; 1071 

l nr. Ao Ro:;;en 

~:::i. VCJ~Z:h::e 

~:v~k, i:Zcw 
l ~'!·:tve 
Yo:· Jr. 1G025 

1 
1 
l 
1 
1 

!:tr fo 

Hro 
t.Jr e 

J'Jro 
Hre 

D. Jo D3.lbe~; 
rr & E. Bishop 
E~ s. Miller 
Wo A .. Brrmigan 
Wo H. Schlarr.:tan 

r~de to 
tl.nd you 1071~ 

conccz-11:1.ng ttc disa:n:.oa:.:o!'H!ce oi J?:::o·Icss;):!.> 'I'!lo:::;as Iti.ha 
sine~ ·;;J :c-l'C in r:.o inJica:.:;ion o:C a vi elation o:t any 
F~d.:rnl l~h'l y;:i3:!.lin (.~ur j;.~:::>::i.sdict:"i.onf t'e have no 
l~nc.mloage conee?ning :fl~"cdessor };~iha's r:he:t>t"'abouts& 

P.r·ofcssc:..~ R:U:a ~ s dis~n"'oa:-:~nc~ wgs tha 
nur ··- ... o·"' ~ .. ·i··''7r.r::-J ............ ,on ""'y :.,· .... 1],., •.t, , , •. '•'-·' r.> .,_,., 
d .. :J-..C·: .t.. •-.u -•-'• .:..:.::."··,i'·'~-·- 'N' .s.C ... ~ .• (.~U't,1.0 ••. J..~.o.r.e.:. ....... 
D~nvc:r.·. Colcrud;). ~m1 •;ou r.:ay dcnix·e to Cf)Htt::tc·t the 
·~·it:>·'"-.-~".:..~ !i·:~-~o-,.-r;~~ ·;·) p:;,..,,r,~· : .. 0 .... l.'•-..V'o·.-.~..,·•·~o';l $4"'-'g~""c~~nzy fN;-.,.;.~o~w..t..'-ofv .!~ . w"J. -t.ll._d ... ... i,~~r.. ~v:.~'!i~M .L ~ ....... \. -~o.a.t:.."''-'- :. _ -._.. ·".l• .L-'o.. ~~ 

this ur:i;'{;;c;r e 

~~-.----. 
~ MAILEQ Z 

I OCT 2 11971 
· Fi3l l 

~~...-..-~ 

J. Edgar Roove.~ 

1 - Denver (105-4151) (Enclosure) 

105-78256-
1 - 13·1-16339 (Jarinkes) 
1 - 105-30830 (Rnndall) 

SEE NOTJ~ PAGE TWO 

' ·" . , 

D 

. ,-.. .!\ ,,. t 
\::. 

I -\·· . • 
t) · -.a• 

''! 
I 

• 't 



------~-~ .. .... \ .. .. .. .. ~ .. ---.~- ;: .. ·.- . ' 

--
Mr. Ore11 0 

treatment and .admitted Her1otio11f:l.l pressure bec::rt:t.l::":e of 
Ilr.··,o~·..-.xu~l +"'J-•1"'nci c·~ 11 l"'~n--~-- 1 J i"" "'· ·--1~r,.r:, .,~.,..or "-I· ~~-·~h u .. ·,_ .:'~ ~ c:- \,.#\.r .: ·- ~~ .t _ ·; ;:,., )'.a._ .. \...:..L.!..... .. -t..:> v.. !..J ... _;.. \,.....,,...,,. "~ \.1' s..)c: ... ..t ~::: .. 
La'\7i~ence Co:t:l c<:G, ~;0\l Yo!'l{ 1 a11d was intc~:ct-·iowed by us in 
1931 in connection with a student trip to tho Soviet 
Dnio11 and Vl~S COOflGXative. In 1DG8 he SUyl)Ol'ted and 
purt:tcipn.ted in antidr::~ft and anti-Vie tnrun war activity 4 

NOTE: 

See 1:~cr:~.orandw11 W o A o DX'ani~an to Ur q J~. So f.liller 
dated 10/20/71, captioned wi'hcmas Hiha, H:i.scellaneous 
lnfo:c_;;uttion Concerning$ r' prepal,e<l by lllt.S :kml o 

- 2 -
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Hr. Oren Jarinkes 
Hro Francis B. Randall 
425 Riverside Drft 
New York9 NY~ 10025 

Octo 13, 1971 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
t'l'ashington, D t C. 

Dc.:;ar Sirs, 

In The 1\ew York Times of thiu Sunday, October 
lOe a reporter makes an extraordinary statement 
about the disappearance of Prof. TliOHii.S--l<IHA from 
the University of Colorado in Harch, 1969. he 
says p "The F. B. I. learned that there had been no 
foul playp that the professor had chosen to le-ave 
for personal reasons. •• 

We have been friends of Thomas Riha for many 
yearsc Both of us went to school with him, one 
of us (Oren Jarinkes) served in the Army with him~ 
\·le appeal to you out of the strongest concern for 
our friend \vhom He have thought dead for t\vo years. 
Can you tell us that Thomas Riha is indeed still 
alive, or is this just one more ~e\v York Times 
error? Is there anything that you can tell us 
about him and his situation, consistent with your 
prof~ssional discretion1 Can his friends help 
him? Can "<le communicate Hith him, through you 
or in any other \'lay7 !:"lay l'le beg you to ·tell us 
'\vhat you can about our friend, as soon as possible? 

Thalli< you very much for anything 
you can do! 

r '.· . . ~~... . .,-·. 
~-'>- ,_,· ·1' • ..,/, ·-;., \.. ...__ t ..... \' -( .... .._:/ .. ' 

J 

/ .., 
~£j 

Ex 102 
Oren Jarinkes . · · . 

- · REC-15 /- --
'S • · ..........,., ! 

.F /ltvv<-t~~- 8_ JCvv".J ,:~..L t 
Francis B o RaQ.~_JJ. ~ "" = ::n 

B. OCT 22 1971 

c .. ow:x.cuc ~ t]!! za::::.:cs 
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~I ll.J ECT: 

orhONJ.\ '"'...,NO 10 ,.. ... ~ SOIC\-IOt 
MAT 10:,1 (IUH(U' \t ~ ... 
C.l .. C.tl41'tC."'"O'l1 ,J.-
J 'l'."'l'l:J) S'l'·\'l'l:~· ''(J·, ~I· ·'1'-'r''J' ~) .. ,•l ..1 .. 4 .... ) ,, \ .. H. 4 i-\ l.1.o.\ 

Jvf e 771 or a rzd z.tJTl 
. ·,'\ \ 't,~., 

Wn.nnal1~' ·.''' w. ·n. 
t· 

'•./ . 

i '7 \ c 

' ... '! 
: \ ... 

o. Cregar 

THOMAS HIHA 
INTETil~AL SECUI{ I'l'Y CZECH 

DATE: 2/26/74 

1 Ml"'. NichoLls 
1 - Mr. Crega.1 .. 

/~iK Act 6 (1) (B) 

on 2/20/71:< ..... f ---:----:::---"""":--:--------'J tele.J?honically 
furnished the fotl6wing inform~tiono 

tl.ecent1y advised his 
Ocontact th:..Z"t he had learned from a suB· ~outpc.e "!hO 
in turn learned from a friend, not identified to Sdut~e 

that the friend had seen subject in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia, in late 1973~ 

Assoc. Dir, ,. 

DoJ'· AD Ad'"· 
Dep. AD In•. 

Adnun, _ • 

Cornp. Syst, 

E1111. Art.,.,~ 

F,lcs l. Co""· 
Gan lnv. . 

tdc-1\1, - ..... __ 

ln~po:ction • 

ln1t1ll, 

LoL.,tolury _ 

Plar, (. Evnl. . 

Spec. lnl'. 

Troir•in9 _ 

legal Cc.un. 

Tc lc p',ona H-... ~ 

Ditt•ctor ~pc"y. 

. . Accordi~f? to J f the .sovl(f.JE hz:.d no additional 
l.nfo:rmat~on :regaral.ng T-,..,J-1J..,...r-~.:,;~matter and had failed to ottain 
the itlentity of the friend of his .sve=J:t.JIU./E. , 

Inasmuch as we do not have a cun:ent investigative 
interes~ i~ Biha, no further action is warranted in this 
case. i /-' 

j 1' ~· •• ~ 

ACTION: 

For information and record purposes. 

WOC:ebc 
( ':)) ; ' u .P-· v j 

t . . " 
- II ,. . 

.,....~ h..,.,~ ..... - ""'~'d( 

·-n rr-r. <)'" 107 "'· / v f"'" ' / 
I \1.!' . 

This document is p>·eprered in response to your reqnest and is not for;;;;;;. • .-~· :,«_\'\ \~1) I 
nation oz~f""',J_, vour Committee. Its use is limited to ofj1:,.._ial woceedings bi/ · • \\ j 
your Com,n',if · na and the content may not be disclosed to una2~thorized person- ; · ' · 

· nel without the express approval of the FBI • ·. - I J 
{ \· ·// \JJ 

'/ ;-. { . f 
\I ,Z.\ 
\ , I 

5 &MAl\ 5 t9i"4 ;\ 
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Ol'liOtHl fOiiM t-10. 10 (1 $010-106 

GSA. GtN lt((f. NO. 21 
MA.Y 1961 (Otlt.:>N •• 

Ui'\!TEJ) STATES (;o~:}.,l.__i ~MENT 

1\1 eJnora11dum 
1•1 DATE: 2/26/74 

Assoc. Oir . . __ 

Dep. AD A:J- " 

Dcp. AO h-.. 

Admm .. ~--

Comp. Syst. 

Ext. AfftlJ"" _ 

Files !. Co.., . . _ 

Gen. 'nv. _. 
ldenl . . __, __ , 

• ~>t 1\l W ~ o_,· Cregar 
J. "" Mro Nicholas 
1 - Mr. Cregar lnspcctron ---· 

lntoll. ___ _ 

. --:-:· .JFK Act 6 (1) (B) 

,1·1nrcr: THOMAS R.IHA 
XNT:GRNAL SECUR I'l'Y - CZECH 

On 2/20/74 I I. telephonically 
furn is he d the f o llowiL.n-g-1 ..... -n~f~o-r_m_a __ t~-"="i_o_n-.,-___ ___,~ 

/ 
/// /// I 

_// !Recently Byrnes advised his 
I that he had learned .from a former student w ho 

Lcborctoo't __ _ 

Plo~. 2. E ·~·· •. 
Spec. lnv, -~ ·-
Training __ 

Legal Coun. ___ , 

TelephoneR~. ---. 

Director Sec•y ~-

l.n ·curn .tearned from a friend not identified to Profes , sor 
Byrnes, that the friend had seen subject in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia, in late 1973. 

According tol lthe Professor had no additional 
information regarding this matter and.had failed to obtain 
the identity of the friend of his former student. 

Inasmuch as we do not have a current investigative 
interest in Riha, no further action is warranted in this . 
case. 

ACTION: 

WOC:ebp 
(3) ;.Lv-

For information and record purposes. 

__ ./' 

I> 

. 

1· 
l 

I 
I 

t 
l 
t 
~ 
! 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
IDENTIFICATION DIVISIO~ · ·A 

WASHINGTON,.D.C. 20537 .W Novs _1975 

The foltowing fBI record, NUMBER 237 764 H , i$ furnished FOR OFFICIAl USE ONlY. 
Information shown on this Identification Record represen.ts data ~urnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
WHERE DISPOSITION IS NOT SHOWN OR FURTHER EXPl.ANAilON OF CHARGE OR PISPOSITION IS 
OESUU~D, COMMUNICATE WITH AGENCY CONTRIBI)TING THOSE FINGERPRINTS. 

CONT1UaUTOR: OF 
FJNGERJIJ!£NTS. 

US I:mfiGRATION 
& NATUP~LIZAT!ON 
SERVICE 
SAN FP..A::-iCISCO 
CALIF . 

u.s~ ARMY 
New York 
N-ew York 

AC of S G-2 
Department 
of the Army 
Washington DC 

NAME AND NUMBER· • 

TO"&IAS . ANDRE 
KAREL 
RIHA 
#247 p 23936 

Thomas A.C. 
Riha 
#US 51 288 063 

Thomas Riha 
#A-3 

AltllESri:D OR 
R~IVEO 

10-17-52 
(finger
printed 

Enlisted 
12-2-53 

(finger
printed) 
1-13-54 

CHARGE 

APPLICANT 
FOR 

NATURALIZATION 

APPLICANT 
FOR 

U.S., ARMY 

APPLICANT 

DISPOSITION 

Tki:f docun .ent is prepnred in 1• 
nat"ton out. i""') 1'0''r n"m""' ··'t espoLse to your re ue"t and . 

C ., '·· ~ ,., ,,~'t" ee /f · " ~s not .;or d · 
yoz~r om~1 .:~' .' ~·e and fh , ~t · · • ~ use 2~ z.:m.itc~ to of,. 1 l 1 · .1.sse1 n'"-
nel withou the expre;: ~pop,zreonvtalmaj I tnhot be d~·scl. sed to -~;~::t.P,o1::.~eeddmgs ~?! 

0 e FBI • • ·- n ~ ~ze PBJ"'.SJ. :!-

?in~ n.::;u~~r fb.:- rprints r.:x a 
~dent1fying nurno,~ which i:: ir, - . 
In our ti::!S c1CC.•Xr,. •·:ni···:l " . _ -g . ... .... .J· .. ••• • 

;- f C.:ln!Wt gUi:liMt <::e in <.:•> r •. • 
t' =>t- ., ;.. • ' • • 
•k:. .... 1," materul < cnctr~··· •. , 

i~r1'yJ~rr, J · , ._ , • ' 
•. ....,, ..:.!e In wborn you ar •. ; .. • ,, ..... ..... . .. 

l----------------~----------------~------~-----------------~------------~ 
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~· ~:. ...... - - ...., 

' . 

fflTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTI9E 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF IHVESTIGA.~-H 

IDENTIFICATION DlVISION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20531 

The foll c>win9. information from FBI record, HUMBE·R 
is furnished rOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 

237 764 H 

Description and Related Data: . 

Race: White 

Sex: Male 

Weight: 127 

Hair: brown 

Eyes: blue 

Date and Place o .f:B!:!~~ · 42.17-1929 Czechoslovakia (Prague) 

Scars and :\larks: none listed 

NOVS 

Address: 5085 Rocklecge Drive Riverside, Calif. (1-13-54) 

Occupation: U.S. ARMY (195~) 

Social Security .\umber: none li~ted 
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INFORMATION RELATING TO GALYA "TANNENBAUM 
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. , 

TO 

StiBJECT: 

i ,. 

- -·.- ·· 

Orr'~'4l (U'M NO. ID , a 
... ,y ·,J~ll'",ltl'>~ ). 
t.:.A ltMt t<l ~'nl 101-0.6 1 • . . ' 

·uNITED ~TATES ~u '.)\" SR:-.iME~T'f 

~ lt!J.ertloraJzdztra 
DIRlXTOl~, li'BI DATE; 12/2-1/e9 

(47 -:1190) 

Galyn ;.,nJ. t :ulL ·;:1b~H"'l , , 
Julia Gnly&-~ror~ ~anncnbaum 

·oo: Den vet· 

The a~ovo captioned individual was the subject 
of an impcrsona !:ion c<UH~, twice declined by US/l., De .aver. 
Circumstances ass ociated with the imrast:i.gation ~re being 
macle available in the oucloscd LU:r in the event subsoci~1 Pn-..; 
inquiries might bG received at the Bureau refarding tbiA 
I;u:-t i:: ter. 

Th~ docvment is p'repared in 1.espons t . . 
natwn O''h: 7, ?/0''.11. Committee. . Its e, o pou_r ~ equest anq ~s not for dissemz._ 
you1· qom11'.i :':-N; atul the content mau ~~~ ~g ldm:'tted to offwzal p1·oceedings by 
nel wzthout the express approval o/ the F ~I 't~closed to V.!iumthorized person-
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In Ueply, 1-'lcas!.' Uefer to 

Fill' No. 

UNITED STA'I'ES D.I::.PAll~l.'J\lE·~·r O.F JUSTICE 

FEDEHAL BUHE:\.lJ OF INVES'.l.'.IGAT!ON 

Denver, Colorado 
Deceober 24, 1969 

GALYli ~if.:~l!:Z~!!1T!UiU~1 . 
1~11=-EJ.tS{J~iAir!O~I _________ ..... 

·, 

This in7estigation was opened after-the telephone 
call to the Denver office by_th~ Color~do University 
,-::~::;pus p(~u.ce, Bouhier, Colox·ado, \%l.s recci'Jed adtrising · 
th0 :6onlc1e.1"' :~~)1 ice :Ce;?.artnent had been culled -to the home 
of a Prcfossor Thomas Riha, a history professor,·at tbe · 
aforementioned institution. Interview of Doulder Police 
·n..,~-.,n"~'"~-., •• .,.ni· r>-:>i'-lcR-;''' .-1.;.,.c·"'os,c·t· i·l1•~y Pie"'""' c~)ll""·c·l· ·to R.-n, ... '~ ..... ~~,. ...... ::: .. -~~.:.\.. :.~ ~·~~ ..... t- ._. ...... ,:a \...,Ji.:::~ _ ... ~., .., .. \.;;: ,. _, ........... ~ ""1 ... a ....-

hOrlO, 1055 Sixth .:=;treat, :Sonl<.ler, Colorado, 12:30 a. w. on 
~a~ch 9, 1809, and cubjcct Rnswered the door. The _call 
wus placed by subject Tanno~baun. Their investigation 

· disclosed Hil:a o;1~s a tte::aptirtt.;. to obta:i.:n a di VOi.'Ce from 
bis wife Hana and that subject Tannenbaum was attempting 
to get hlrs. Riha to sign some pnp.-;rs. Ti·>.ey lca:rned I.Irs. 
R.iha. had loci;;ed herself in t~.~!r bedroom which was· on the 
maio floor and bed been screaming out the window for help. 
Results detercined sbe could have stepped from the room 
withcut assistance and that her bedroom door had been 
lo::.::ked :frc.~:i the inside. .Also a s~:~all bottle \~.'as :found 
under her bed covers which vas subsequently determined 
t.o be ethere 'l'hey also recalled what appeared to be 
Xerox cop:i.es of it.IL1:ir;rat·ion papers and Mrs. Tsnnenbaum 
;S.dvising that M:rs. Riha had out-stajred h<:!r visa. 
Tannenbauo also used the telephone and claimed to have 
called the :il:umigration authcri ties. 

Captain ~owell Fr:i.esen, Boulder Police Department, 
on April 14, 1969, advised their departnent did not open · 
a case o~ this matter inaseuch as they determined the 
problem to be a civil matter. Friesen pointed out that 
i:Irs. 'fanncnbaur.! had been living with I-1r. Riha be· fore this 
marriage, that Riha wanted to divorce his wife who~ be 
had married in the fall of 1938, and thnt lliha hnd left 
the city. 

. . 
· . · . . se t~ your. request and is not for dissemi-

This docttm~nt U1 p~epared ~J!_ respons ?~se is l-imited to offida;l pro?eedings by. 
nation onts1.~l.e youtt Chomm~.,t,ee:.. ""tlat?. ;w~ -b·e d·isclosed to una-u,thonzed person-
1 m.tr Comm1J-' ·e and t e con .en~ ,, .J . " . 

~-~z without the express approval of the F Bl • 

NW 55100 Docld:32989553 Page 279 



' . 

·-

GAJ.SA TANliBN'GAUM 
1!.1P1~It80Hli'l, I ON 

1h.~s. Vevn Nyc of Boulaor, Colore-. do, ,.,hu described 
harsclf as tho only r0~l friend I~s. Riha hud in the 
Boulder area furnished the following information: 

She advised slle 1:1et ~h·s. Hiha the· firGt week :tn 
Noveabe:r, 19GU at a Boulder be;.-.uty coller;e. She said 
they bocar.ie :i::c:tends aud. she was often invited to tho H:tha 
hoMe. She also recalled that ev~n at this early date 
when T-,h•. und d:r.s. J.lihu had beeH mm.·:ried :Lor little over 
a Jt>onth, ~i:ct:>. !:?.:tlla advised her husband had a:~rea·dy 
mentioned ~ivorce~ She also rocnlled a ucphew of Ur. 
Riha's, Zdoile~ Cerveny, ha~ been living with the 6ouple. 
She advised lire. lliha had been in the country about three 
ye~rs and had r~t Riha either throu~h ~utual friends or 
a relative of Rihato, She recalled numerous co~plaints 
by Riha that his wlfe had no intc~est in his work, that 
she was a voor houcekccpnr, opent too much of his moaey 
and did not secr.1 to "shupe 11.P 11 i.;o wimt he expected :l.n a 
wife. llyc ~ocalled that ncur the end of January, 1960 
Rihn. called he:<..~ to (1·i t.;e hol"' a I.!Gr':~~a[~e for Hana that he 
intended to divorce her and would she find out what ilana 
intencie~l to do. Sl1e also :;.•ocallod Han a mentioning I,Jrn. 
·Tannenbamn called her often. rr.nd was a vio:U:or nt tho 
hol"if:J0. She recalled Mr. U:i.llu rofcrrod to 'l'unnEmbaum 
as ColoDel. li;jrc l'ecalled that both •rannenbam'l and Rihn 
were wortin~ on Riha 1 s wife to get her to sign papers 
which they indi::n.ted were il:..nig:;:·ution papers but r.my have 
really been connected with property settle~ents or 
divo:r.-ce papers. 

Facts of this case were discussed with the 
U. s. Attorney, Deaver, Colorado, on llay 7~ 1969, who 
advised l:l.e did not c'onsider this to be a true v::i.clation 
aud requested no furt~er investigation be conducted. 

Tannenbaum was contacted by Agents of the 
Denver office and was severely admonished for giving /} · .. · 

, . . the :.U..:1prension that she was connected with the 4:-rt.&-.c.~ .... d0#~t?~.?-~:-.. L-

7" ._,_ r. r ,.., ·- · (/ 
. ~t'-CV..u/~'-4?··cvelltt~ ,.;;erv~ce. ' 

The above case wao again opened after Mr. 
L. W. Gillette, who was visiting in Boulder, Colorado, 

2 
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oe 

nnd subscqn~m.tly loc~rted in Po:::·tr-tge, r.~j.eh:i.gan, contacted 
the Denver of~ico of the FoGorDl Dureau of Inveotisation. 
Gillette advi~~d that T~uncn~nu~ had baon dating a Gus 
Ing~orsc~, ~~o ~ns tte father-in-law of his dau]btcr. 
•rannenbau!!l had i!idicated co In~~r:croen 8hc was connected 
with the U. i3. 1\ruy Intcllir;cnco and v.·as a full colonel 
and indicated to h:it1 she usu:-.:U.y traveled t 1.70 o:c three 
times B. woe£~ to ~i-a£.Jilington 1 D.C. in connection '.7ith her 
er11ployr:'.ent :~~1d in the nca:t~ future \7r.s to b'o r.!adc a 
b~ci3:::tdie:t• f~·eneral. Gillett.:.! l~olated he bolio.ved no on8 
~cquainted vith ~l'anne11ba.m:1 believed her claims and thut 
r.wst persons \7ho knew her bcl:.i.cnted her to be er:wtioually 
unstable a 

Also, an Bsther Foote of Colorado Sprin~s, 
Colorado, n~psnrod in the Denver office and was Gubse
quc:ntly :i.ntC":tviewed. Foote 2ch•:lsed sho r:::et Tann0i1baum 
after sb~~, Foote, plLcod an ad in ttw "I~c nver Post" 
co-t.; C~ ·:·-~ :-.<>· -!>().•"'·l·n;JC. ·to·t ·1 -l1•<>' <•'oOtP "t}•7-l··~;:·,l c:;he ... u.~·c,.,...nd .__, • .s.. o..~,t_ v .. l..;..t.<,..:r ., ... i. ..... _,._ -~-.,(.. J.~,. ~ .... ~ ..... t ... -.:.---....c u....... L L ..1.. l.;! 

two of the subjectts children, aeos 3 and 9, at the 
sui)jcct v G ho;·.1r.:, 2~:o I..,o~;::ul iJt::.::cct, Denver, Colo::~::.Hlo. 
Foote 2dvisod she received t~o bad chects for this 
wor~, one \ms a clos0d account n~d the other was a 

. non-Guific:lc::It funds ch-::c~t. !?oote recaJ.led tho uu.bject 
illt]icuted .. to l1c1"' sl1G \72.3 \-:ftJ:rJ::i11:; fol .. tl1e U. S $ Go ~rcr11:ne!.1t 
and was goinz to trr:.vc:l to '::;;:~:ilin;;ton, D.C. and v:Lsi t 
the pcntngon nnd also displ~yed a b~iefcase with the word 
11l-lr1:1y" on it. mw ad7:i.sed su.~1.::i cct novcr displayed any 
credentials and had obtained .aoth:.i.ng of value :(1'0111 her. 

The facts of this case were discussed with 
Assistant U. S. Attorney, Denver, Colorado, ~ho advised 
that inasrnuch as 'J'anwenbaun di•1 not cir;play any 
credentials and dict.not obtnin nnythin& of value, he 
desired no fnrthGr inveatisation b3 conducted in this 
1;;.attcr and inns:';1uch r:.s 'l'n.nnenba.ulJ. had previously boen 
adltiOnished, (1id not desire to hR ve her recontacted. 

The Detroit office also advised that Gillette 
thought thoro y;ore rJystcrious c:i..rcuJ:lf.>to.nces surrounding 
In"~orscn's death by cyuni6e poinonin~ tofiethcr with 
the fact t;1at a will had been found naming the subject 
as the chief beneficiary. 
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On D0cember 12, 1969, Captain of Datcctives 
Willard Spiel' 7 :Bonluer, CoJ.or~H1o Police D·3!?~\J."t:~c:mt, 
advised that rf.'ho·:r;.s I:~dm. ::~or:.1url1.r n p::::·ofcm-;o7.' at tho 
University of Colorado (~U), ~as iaGt-seen in Boulder 
on t1n:rch 15, J_S·~~~. ;..;!)iel~ C)tlv:i.scd ·tlla~c ltil1a !1ad not~ been 
calTie<l ar: u r1:tc;:::.::i.ng pex·:-.;on until October 20 f J.£;69, when 
lUha t s ucphew ~dc~H?k t:'8r>·any ~ presently :t:n Donvm:·, 
Color~do ~ :~.nqu:lx·ed HiS to lt:Uw. t s wl1c:."cabouts. ltil1a was 
described by G~icr ao a pGrson uho was fluent in five 
languages in o~~ition to £ugli2h. S?ier advised that 
soue h~vc felt ~i~a dis~ppeared innonuch as he Day have 
been in GOi:lG t~r~;c· vf u:--~dc1"CO\Ter wor£: for an. Z!gency within 
the Uuited States Goveru~cnt. Spier advised Riha'n 
attornGy r;i;.o iumdlcd hiG ~ub:..1cquent di vo~cce vms n Hie hard 
!iop!;::t:t18 at. Bjtllc.to:c 6 Gpie:t:' GJ.loo adv:tned ti1~·t t'f, · ! t~rc:t.bel4 

o:E chcckn hn vc b0en casi.1e<.t in Hil'ln 1 s account at ·i;he 
l!'i:.<:rrc Ii~:n;jo~·Aal :Unul!:: \·Jith no COi .• p:Laints of :forgory. 
Sp:i.O):" also udv:l.::;'Jd ~~annenbr.wn 1 s r1~:mo h!:!d nppo~rcd on the 
wi ·L:s o:f n. Bn;;hor Errllert nnd ulso an IHgwerson, whose 
tie~tl:s hat~ h.Je:'l dcsc:::·iiJeu as r:uicj.dal and accidental, 
rcsp2ctivcly, ~~d nre now beiu~ investigated by tha 
Denvc:r i:lolico .D0pn.rtrncmt. Both individuals had llved 
in Donvero 

TI.:i.ch~x-<1 E. !:lopl::ins, J .. ~mycx·, 2014 !:'om:~tocnth 
Street, Boulder, advised ho ~as ~~osas Riha's attorney 
·for hia ~ivorcc ~rom his ~iie Eana. The divcrcu was 
granted in DoulCer County DiGtrict Court on Gaptanber 26, 
19G9, b~tGGd on ti~c grountlG of nental cruelty. .~I0_!:1i.d.ns 
advised the cou~Je was narried in the fall of 19GB and 
-:-ha ,..,.,,~"".: ~o·"' :;,~l r} l"'o·l- <:"'t:>'.l"1 +o t•roJ·•l~ OPt ~cco~~d-i nry -:-o ...,"'·~- :.• .. ~ .. \. .\. .l.'• •. :J\.:.1. ~~.. ~ .... ,:,-vl~ " ·u - .... u a .t. ..,,_ ... ~~_,. -.~ 

Riba 1 s likin:Js. H ~iopkius advised 1i.iha vms lv.st ::;oen in 
Douleor on ~arch 15, 1C09c He advi8cd he received a 
tole~ram on ~ar~h lD, 1C6D, fro~ Chicago, advising that 
a letter ~auld be sent lntcr oxplaininz; tbnt fricn~s 
may think he shonJ.d have commltc(; them before loc.:ving 
but did not think he nec·de<l pcn:~.::is3ion for what \nl.S 
ncceGsary and to please subdue the panic. Tho telegram 
was signed T. I-:."Lita. I!op:dn:J advised he received nm:1erous 
letters discu~siu~ ho~o ~ort~aGo on the hoce to be nold, 
bills of Riiln 'r~, various papers concernins his wife and 
the use of the returns on t~c sale of his house. Hop~ins 
alGo .advised tl~at lUha obtained h:ts property thrm:~:P the 
use ot a $7,000, 4 percent loa~ fro~ Julia Galya Storm 
Tanncnb~.un. !ir:-Didns udv:tscd that one of the letters 
recei vcd :f:'j:m:1 f.:Lha \7hich ull 11n.d been J;utilcd fl.'om Canada 
was ::;llown to his wiic. H2na at ti1o di vorcc trial, D.ild IIa:na 
claitH~d ti.:.c signature was not genuine. Hopkins advised the 
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only w<>..y he could desc:cib8 the \Vholo affair \"Jar-: to cnll 
.; -1· 0 '"''on~t'•r 11 onr; -:·•l.., ... t- lle - ~ O'"'"' "10-'- t- .1~··• _. .... ~ I'~ 11'"' l.·,c: n _1.; ~.re· -~'- v !;,. .-.::.• ·~ ,: (~L~.• u "'(.!. v \..t Vt.!J J \, b,, .,. t..J\i .J.,..(. -"'"..t. u. _.. - :-...~ .. 

ilopkins advised he has t~lked with ~nnnonbaum four or 
fj ve t:llr~Gs on the ·;;alcpl:l:onc and bc:i.'orc H:Lhn 'D di!'>~l!Jpc~trancc 
hn~ been rriveu a nunbor to cali for Tannenbaum and-heard 
Hiha tall\.i:(l~ in the backGround. rrop:dns also advised 
Rita's ~ophow hud boon living ~ith Tannenbauhl in Denver 
for soPe timco lie descri~ad Tennenbaun as p~rGuasivc, 
dominee11 :i.ug > VGl"J cic:i:-ensj_ 'lG o::"-cc anyone questions 
confidc~1ce in hQI' , a r~::rblc:c n::1d fi:aally, as a nuu:c:>ot:l.c. 
D.v neu~:'o"l:ic, he ~dvised r;he has delusions of grandeul~ 
of inpo::..~tance, of her own aoil5. t r r:!l.!d o:C o:f:ficial 
capaci ·t:i..eo. IIo ~ldtiisod :t t \?as l1is o1Ji11ion tl1a ·t if 
Tannenbaui!l \"lcro evc11 tai·:en to cour t and wns pushed, 
Ehe coul~ plead insnnity with no difficulty. lla 
also nr]t.r:l.:::.cd 7anucnbatl,11 clair;:JS she l:nows the i·.'h0r.·eabouts 
of H.ifta n.::d hn~:; b(.~on in contr-.ct with hin. H~1pkins also 
r1acle a nd:l:::1hlu t ~ccm.1entR ine;luding a letter to the Denver 
Art Hu::1GU."l, l:i.o·cing eleven ito~m vn.J.ued from. 030 to 
~.;G, 000 which he a:..=>sU.::lGS belonged to J:~:tha, to be r..ade 
gifts to the pu~lic. 

The Danver office has also been in ~eceipt of 
., 1~ e"'t·.·:-,-:r ..t>--·o~· ~ l · · 1 ~ ~~u-'· 11 11 ·-.·· Coo'r .: nd·' r- ~-:-l.· .... l). -:-r.._~·t Go\ '"'"-· J .. .l •· ;. ::. a. • . ;,_\,. ~"'J • J.t. \..6- ... -~. .i -..J.J. l.'l. 1 .'- .L :ja,. (.., J..!.(,.'l wL.lG-t 

Riha iz her sou, inquiring n~out his well ~eing nnd 
whereabouts. The letter uns possibly mailed from 
Switzerland. 

':-fhe following 
'l"nnncnbaum: 

.l~a1~e 
JUiases 

Se;g: 
Race 
Date of birth 
Place of birth 
Height 
Vlei~-;l1t 
Bu:tJ.d 
Eyus 
Hair 
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.; cc• ... ;:.> a description of Galya 

Galya Tannenbau~ 
G~lya Ann Tannenbauc 1 

Julia Galya Storm Tannenbaum 
].i'CJ:iule 
l'lhite 
!:18.rcll 30, lS\30 
Chicago, Illinois 
5 feet 6 inches 
lGf> pounds 
Ec~:PJY 
B::. .. own 
Grey:tng 

5 
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GALYA TANNE!WilU:J 
BiPEHSO:iJA'l"'I ON 

Co1:1plc;:;;:i.on 
llcldl.,GCS 

Occu.pution 
Speech 
D~iver~c license 

H.t~Jc1y 
2~0 Logan Street, 
Denver, Colorado 
Public Relations 
No particular ~ccent 
Color~<lo B28032, 
expires March 30, 1972 

This docu~ent contains neither reco~~ondations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is ~he property of t~e 
J.i'BI and irJ loaned to jour t'l.::;cncy: it an.d its cm..ttents 
are not to be distributed outside you~ agency. 
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AIR TEL 

TO: 

FROH: 

..• 

DIISECTOR, FBI 
.. ,. ,;.; 
~. , . ' .. 

SAC, DENVER ( 4.2,....319 0). (P) _ 
.. " . " 

1/22/70 

-SUB"TECT: GALYA TANNENBAUH, aka 
IHP ' 
00: DEliVER 

Re Bureau telt:p11otle call, 1/22/70. 
\ 

r 

_I__ ·-· 
·I 

J 
I 
! 

.. 
I 
I 

1Enclosed for the Bureau are S conics of ~t LHH pcx•
taining to investigation conducted by the benvcr Office ~o 
date. 

For the information of the Bureau~ su!yj cct has heen. 
char~cd in District Court, · D'enver., Colorado, fc':: -~~o··.:r-..·?.~"'':1 and 
inve~t::iga:tion is curren·tly being conducted by th.; Gou:Ldt-~T· ~ 
Coloro.do PD in an a·tterrpt to develop similar cha!'t:;es agai;~s·t 

·subject, 

0 1/21/70 D + t• C t' ··r,.,.,._nD crr-r.v ., 1'· l'l , A~t..eC ~Ve ap a.:t.n \'i wun.; ... : ,.l.l..:.,.,~ ~-OU. Gt~!". 

Colorado PD, advised his Department f~xn~cted to com:>J.Gt<?. a 
fo't"rrnr" .;nuect.;cr=>t.;r.n ::.•ra-inst "''lb]' ·"'c·t or. ]/2'l'70 ~ ..... rl "" 4-+,.m~,~ - C.• ,.; .. ' ..l.. .... -~ .L. ~ .. C::;;. ... L.. '-i • '-- ,._. -.. ~).. \.-.:. .. J. ... J I 1,. c: .. ' .. -· .. l. \.... t.. • • - ;- 1, 

to obtain a t.;raprant for her arrest. Ee !3.lso s~at<?.d i:hat it is 
the desire of his Denartmc:nt to obtain a seareh ~ral'T·2..n"'c for 
l • ~ • D - • · t + t d ·1 ' - · • · 1er l"'esJ.aencc :tn ~nver ~n an a-c emp... ·o eve ... pp J.nr.orm(t1:.::.cn 
\-1hich may lead to the Hhereabouts o£ 'l'HO?-!JI.S RI~U\. 

Denver considers it advisahle to hold a reintervicH 
•..-1i th. TAN!JEiH>AUi·f in a:t>eyance until thi~ acticn is complr-.;tc~d 
by the Boulder, Colorado PD. 

2 ·- Bureau (Encl. S) 
(2} - D~:::nvm:> !.HJ-5 .. ,,.!..:J. ~:, }. ) . 
'-' 't. ' . I 

. ) \i~n-3l:.~.j j ) 
v~R~/s.; TJ ,..., I , .... ___ -·- __ ... ~· . 
l ........ ..a_.~ ' , ... 

(I~) ·-' ' ! : d . . onse to your request and is not for.... dissemi-
rjh~ docn~~~l'}t :~ p~·~are ::-;~ :esp Its use is Umitd to o.ff'~iaZ ~)i'O~eeding:5_ by 
natwn n_::·~:z:~': ; · o::_~:, Ctlomn:;:1~~1~t n:cPJ not lJ~ disclcscd to 'i.~1:a.:.:.:~onzed person-
1'01'rCo."/, · L· ea . .N. wen • · F"-:>] - .· 
~d wW. r:·1': f ite exp.ress ap~J?'ovaL of the .D • 
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"" .. to "t>:rarrant prosecuti-on under. the Federal Impersonation 
S·tatute. . The case Has reonened on the bas is of subsequent 
information furnish~d by ~-~r. L. h'. GILLETTE, Hho was visiting 
in Boulder,, Colorado, -:.rho cont.acted tl}e Denver Office of 
the FBI, at t·:hich time he furnisl:nd additional information 
concerning representations made by TANHE~·IBAUH concerning 
affiliation Hith U. S. Army IntelJJigence. 

The facts of this case were again discussed Hith. the 
USA's Office, Denver, Colorado, ~·~ho advised that inasmuch. 
as there Has no evidence that TAHHENBt~U~1 displaved ·cl"r.de:n·tials 

· or obtained anyt:hin.o: of value through ·hei' re-i)re·sen.ta·ti.ons-. · 
\ - ·- ~ , 

prosecution Hould not be authori;~ed. . . 

Investigation is bein~ expeditiously condu<:!ted by 
the Denver Office, at the conclusion of Hhich the ma·::ter 
\·Jill be again presented to the USA Denver, concerning othe!"' 
information received by the Denver Office regarding 
representations made by subject. · 

t 

.-
--- . -
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' r> _,~ Denver, Colorado 
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t./ .V IJ '-' v 

GALYA TANNENBAUM 

On M~rch 9, 1969> the Bould~r 5 l"'n1n~~~n Pn~~n~ 
. • .. - - -· - - -::- .... - tt• : -:: ~- d 

Denart~ent w~~ su~nonc~ ~~the ~cs1acncc of Pro~esso~.~nomas 
\}R-lh~::"' n~;\10 .,.-,S.;+y o-F (',...,..., . ..,...,do 0 '"'"1-"<">1"> f"o 1 o~•"''1 0 .,ot;:::: c.: ......... 'f. - .-::_ .... -:.. ... ~ ..... J!-.. - ......... "'" .,~., ....,v..=.....,.i<..J.. ' V'I.,./U,. Lt~-' v -1.. LU\..! ' .L V_~_U...L.t"L.#l 

· · street, Boulder. The call to the Police Department had been 
pl-aced by captioned individual .. Inver;tigatio:n by t1te Boulde.1~, 
f"ol·O."''d'> llo"1.; .. ,, n,-.:-, · -.·'·"':"·-J- Ci-J·~cJ"osc.d ·'c·I·1=1"" Pl-•OJ""eS"'O . ..., RJ.'',-, '·JaS v J..Cl \..: J.. ..t--L..'-C Ucp......:.l. lh.CJll.. .;:::, . - C .. L .L • '"' J. J."\. lH .... \' 

attc:;npting to obtain a di vo1~ce fpom his ~·dfe Hc:mc:,,\.Riha and 
that an altercation had taken'place at this resit2nc3 between 
Professor• f...iha, his Hife and Galya Tannenbat.U<t. It Has J.ec:trned 
by the Boulder· Police Department that Professo;."' Riha' s t..rife 
held locked herself in her· bedl"'OOm·s ~1hich Has on the main fJ.oor 
of the it., :r·e.sidence., 2.nd had been scr·caming out of the t-;indmo~ 
fo~ help. A s~all bottle was found under the bed covers of 
her bed- Hhich was subsequently deter·mined to be ether. ·. 

Patrolman Douglas John Dorsey, Boulder, Colora~o 
Police Department, determined during his investigation on the 
ni~1t of the altercation that Tann~nbaum had been attempting 
to have !·h .. s. Riha sign soBc type of immigration papers and 
she advised Dorsey that she \·7as :'doing a little vJor~( for 
im!ilit;ration nm·J and ·then. 11 Officer Dorsey then as'ked 
Tanne:nbanm for identification Hhich she stated Has located in 
her c<:tr. At no time did Tannenbaum eveP explici ·a;y advise · 
Dorsey that sh~ was officially connected with the U. S. 
Immi8ration and Naturali za·~ion Sel"'Vice , nor did she shoH 
him any identification to this effect. 

. On April li.~, J.969, i'h:-~. Veva Permillcy4ye> 3635 
Buckeye Court, Boulder, Colorado) advised she was a per~onal 
friend of Hrs. Hcma Riha, having first met he1 ... as a fellm·l 
student at a Boulde1., bec.uty college. She stated she ·Has 
often invited to the Riha home and that shortly after the 
marriage of ~he Rihas in October, 1~63, the couple was 
conside~·ing divorce. She reealled a nepheH of Hr. Riha 1 s, 

, , r; Zdenek/Cepveny, had been livin~ Hi th the couple. She advised 
,.~ Nrs. Rihc:t had been in the United States abou·i: i.:h:r.~ee yea.Ps 

' l 1 . -- . . • . ' ....._, ' \, l - . ' - 1- • CJ.nct ,leW me-c .1\. J.hu e:t.-cncr ~,.nrousn Tf!l.l."ttl~ . J: Y'1 . enn .~ 0Y.' 2 ~e.l r~· :tV~ 

This doc?.tment is prepc!red in response to you: ":equest a~~ ~s no~ for d_'?'sem~.._ 
nation o··,f :-·: (t:> tm~r Committee. Its ~/,Se 'LS hrf!-~-l;er~ to o, i 1,~1-al p1 ~~eedt11qs l~y 

Co~n"w·'•-0 a~·r'!. the content r11.ay not be dwelosed to U1~authonzed perso1t- ,-.../ / __ J!::,ur , . ... ··'-' FBI 7 '0 "7 .:. b 
. . . {Jel without· the express approval of the • /0 3..J --:"' cJ ~_,......::;; 

:/-... < J(T;'I'P. . -- , ~~-"" - ; - · • . - • 
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GALYA TANNENBAUH ------

of Rihars. ~he recalled nu.DcPous complaints by Riha that his 
Hife had no inte:t:'est in his work as a professor at the 
University of Coloraclo; that she Has a poor houseke.:;pe:r•; 
and ~ha~ she spent too much of his money. Shs stated t~~~ 
nem.~ the end of January, 1959, Riha ca.lled hel" to give her a. 
mcssaie fop Hana that he intended to divorce her and desired 
that she determine from his wife what she intended to do 
about it. She also recalled that H&na mentioned to her that 
Galva Tannenbaum called her often and had been a frequent 
visltor to the house. She stated Mr. Riha referred to 
Tannenbaum as 11 CoJ.onel. !I She also recalled that both 'l'annenbm~r:-! 
and Biha \·Jere attempting to hav·e Hanc:t· sign sorr.e type of 
inunigl.,a:tion papers) the impOPtance of \vhich \•laS not KflO\-ln to 
her. 

On May 14, 1969, Tannenbaum was contacted by Special 
A ~ h "d l ~ ~I ..,. t• '., ... gents or t e re 1era_ bureau or nvesc1ga 1on a~ ner res1aence, 
21~8 Logan s-tl.,eet) Denver) Colorado) during Hhich she stated 
sh~ had nevcP impersonated c..n officer of the U. S. Immiera.ti('"l 
and Na'tm:·alizm:ion Se!'vice or implied to anyone that she ~·.7as 
•in any way connected with this agency. She stated that .she 
assists immigrants on many occasions by filling out forms and 
in other ways by helping them become adjusted to life in the 
United States. Tannenbaum Has admonished fo"-" giving the 
impression in the past that she t·7as connected \·ii th the U. S. 
Bul"eau o:f IrnmigPation and Naturalization. Mrs. Tannenbaum 
stated she did not wish any confusion to arise from any of 
he~ actions and was sorry if any such confusion did Pesult. 
She stated she viOUld make every effort in the future to see 
that no misrepresentation was made by her which would cause 
anyone to believe that she was in an~ffiY connected with ·any 
Pede~al agency or actively assocJ.ated Hith the Imwigrc:ttion 
Se:r.v:Lce. . 'i . 

On December 12, 1969, Es·ther rc/Foo·te} 1209 Sout'h 
Nevada Avenue, Colorado Springs, Colorado·, advised-srie first 
me:...c--Galya Tannenbaum as the Pesul t of an ad Foote placcC. in 
the 11 Denver Post 11 daily ne.>:·Jspaper sGlici ting her services a.s 
a fortune teller. _ She stated as a re3ult of this meeting 
with Tcmncnbaum she subsequently tutored tHo of Tannenbaum 1 s 
children at Tannenbaunt'S residence, 248 Logan Street, Denver. 
Colorado. Sh~ stated for her services she received two bad 
checks from Tannenbaum, one of which was a closed account ~nd 
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GALYA 'fANllENBAUl·! 

} 'h. "nsu~~!Cl._I.~ ~llrta"s c~p~-K -too4·e reca.1,_J.ca· t 1e ot.: cr an J. 1~ J. J. ..1.. _e 1 L .l !1_.•...: • c.. 

Tannenbaum stating to her that she "i-Jas Horking for the 
United States Government and was going to travel· to 
Hashington, D. C. and visit the. Pentagon. She also dis~· 
plaved a briefcase Hi th the 'I.·Jord 11 1\rmy 11 on it. She stated 
tan~enbaum never displayed any credentials to her, nor did 
she obtain anything of value. 

On December 12 > 1969, Ca.pta5.n cf Dete<;::tives, 
Willard Spier~ Boulder, Colorado, Police Dcpu.Ptment) advised 
that Thomas Riha~ formerly a professor at the University of 
Colorado, was last seen in Boulder on March 15, 1969. Spier 
advised Riha had not been reported by anyone to his ·Department 
as a missing person until October 28, 1969, when Riha's 
nepheH Zdenek CePveny f~led su.ch a report i·7ith this Department. 
Riha Has described by Captain Spiel-. as £t person t.-;ho is fluent 
in five languages in addition to English. Spier advised 
Riha's atto~~~y who handled the divcirce proceedings between 
Riha and 1-d.s ~-zife Hana Has Richard··Hopkins in B0uJ.c:.cr, _ 
Colo:::'2.·~o. Spier also advised Tannenbaum 1 s name had fl?!?eared 
on: ·the Hills of Bashor EghePt.: and on a Hill of a Gus Ingi·J-::rsen, 
~iliosc deaths had been described by authorities as suicidal 
and accidentu.l, respectively. Be s·ta·ted that both are now 
being inv~stigated by the Denver, Colorado Police Department. 

On December 12, 1969) Hr. Richat-.d E, ... <.J.Iopkins~ 
AttQ:rn~y at LaH, 2 011~ . lL~th Street, Boulder, Colol-.ado, advised 
he--'t·Jas Thomas Riha 1 s attorney during the divorce proceedinp,s· 
between Riha and his wife Hana. The divorce was granted in 
Boulder) Colorado on September 26, 1969. Hopkins advised 
Riha was last seen in Boulder on March 15, 1969, however, he 
stated he received a telegram on March 19, 1969, from Chicago, 
Illinois, supposedly from Riha, advising that a letter would · 
be sent at a later date e.xplaining his disappearance·. He 
state~ in the telegram that friends might think he should have 
consulted them before leaving, but he did not feel he needed 
permission for what was necessary and requested Hopkins to 
subdue the panic. The telegram was signed Thomas Riha. 

. Hopkins advised that subsequent to the disappearance 
of RJ.ha he received letters from Riha or at least signed with 
a signature Hhich appeat-.ed to be authentic, v7hich discussed 
the sale of the cou~ie 1 s home in Boulder. Hopkins also 
advised that Rihd had originally obtained the-home in Boulder 
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through the use .of a $7 ,oao·. 00 four pcr'cent loan from Julia 
Galya StorB Tannenbaum. He went on to state that one of the 
lett~rs purpqrtedly sent by Riha had been mailed from Canada, 
~iliich was shown to Hana Riha at the divorce hearing. At this 
time Hana stated that she did not consi-der the signature of 
Riha appearing on this to be genuine .. 

< 

HoP<ins·stated that subsequent to the disappearance 
of Riha he had num0rous telephone coiJ.vePsa'ti.CJ~s \•?i th Tanncnbau::t 
and en one occasion she indi~&ted to him that she was connected 
Hi th the U. S. A'! .. "'my Intelligence Ser·vice and that she Has a 
full Colonel. 

Hopkins ad~ised that to his knowledge Tanne~baum 
at no time received anything of value· from either of the 
Ribas as a r'e sul t of any l."'epresentat:i.ons made by her concel"'.rd.ne 
affiliation Hith eiiher the U. S. Immigration Service Ol."" Army 
Intelligence. . / · . 

On January 16, 1970, Nr. Gerald A7XcapJ.an: At_:~orney 
~-t r~-· Bo,·Jcler~ nolo·~~a·o -a·vJ"sed ~ne ~eu~~c~n+n~ u~~a 0 J •• I.-c.. .l.JC.,'•'~, - Ll.. ) \.... -C. ) CA,, ... ·~ - ... } ... \,;....,;-...:,.:. ... ·-- •"~.lL J.'. !ct 

in. lu::1~ divorce proceeding frOJn Thomas Riha. He also represented 
~er in connection with a deportation proceeding which the U. S. 
Immigr'ation and Naturalization Service was attE!mpting to place 
against he:t"'. Caplan advised that on either Febr·ucn.,y 11, 1.96 9 
or February 12, 1969, he met Hith rh"'s. Galya -Tannenbaum in his 
office anrl as a result of this visit reduced the results of 
her visit to memorandum which is attached hereto. 

Mr. Caplan also stated that through interviews with 
Mrs. Riha he had determined from her that Tannenbaum had also 
represented herself to Mrs. Riha on numerous occasions as a 

·member of Army Intelligence and nlso as son1e type of ofr'icia.l 
Hi th the U. S. Irnrnigration and Naturalization Sel"'vice. 

The following descriptive data of Balya Tannenbaum 
as set forth below was obtained through records of th~ Colorado 
State Department of Motor Vehicles) Denver) Colorado, and 
from the various individuals contacted in this case: 

Nam~ 
Aliases 

Sex . 
Race 
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Ga.lya Ta.nnenbaum 
Galya Ann Tannenbaum, 
Julia Galya Storm Tannenbaum 
Female 
\·Jhi i:e 

•· -t 
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GALYA TA!niENBAUH ·------------
D2.te of Birth 
Place of Birth 
Height 
f.l_.-,.; a-h·'· ac-..1. 0 \.. 

Builc1 
Eyes 
Hair· 
Coii-t!)Jexion 
Address 

OccuDation 
Speech 
Drive):> t.s license 

Harch 30·, 1930 
Chicagd, Illinois 
5 1 6 11 

165 pounds 
Heavy 
Brm·m 
Greying 
Ruddy . 
248 Logan Street, 
Denver, Colorado 
Public Relations 
No particular accent 
Colo:t:'c:.do B2 9 8 3 2, 
expi~es March 30, 1972 

'l~he circumstances concerning alleged impersonation 
represen~ations made by Tannenbaum have been discussed with the 
U. S. Attorney, Denver, Colo~ado. Based upon dotails nvail~bl', 
the U. s. Atto::~..·D.<?y h.~s c1~clL1S!tl to authorized proE>ocut:ion of 
Ta.nnenbaum for violation of the :B'eclel.'al Impex·sonr..tion St8.tutc. · 
An o:cficial of the Boulden.·, Colm:ado, l?olice D9pct):tment adv:i.sed 
on l/2J./70, that h:i.s Depnr··Gi:l3nt expected to complete a fo:cgery 
investj_gation against Tannonbau;n on 1/23/70 and at-t:empt to 
obtain a warrant for· her arrest and a search warrant for her 
residence in Denver in an attempt to develop information lending 
to th; whereabouts of Thomas Riha. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
?f the FBI and is loane~ to your-agency; it and 
1ts.contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. 
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<I ) J. {<1, .• 
1 

,/"", • ·~;;J.) ~~. ?r \..1 • • 

t·:rs. G~. lya t "nncn:>:;u::1 J n my orf~ ce a~,. :ny reques ~..~ l m.s v1 s 1 l. \'las 1t connect1 en 
vlith the deportat·ion and divorce matter in 1·:,ich I \'/ctsd representing· ks. Hana 
Riha. J 

It ha_d been my understanding prior to this visit that t·1rs. Riha was be:1n:; 
assisted by i·irs. TannenbaL.i.i v:ith }'egard to her immigtation status and other . 
matters.· Based up_on my conversations v;ith Hrs •. Riha a1,nd her aunt and uncle, ~-:r/ 
and Mrs. Grossman, prior ton~ visit with Mrs. Tannenb~um, Mrs. Tannenbaum was j 
app2rently exert.in:J a substantial amount of pressure on lvlrs. Ri·ha and had 1 
"i'nd~c~tn~ +n +ho-1 t!,a~ sho h~A comeo"o~~,·ri~l pocl'tl'on ,.n~ +'no Governmon+ } 

• _ 1 1 u. '-'.: v:...• \..o.a~il ""' !..· ••to- 1~;...-."-' -.J "''- 11 ""'"' v ...,. '- ,l....,arv. 1 

. I 

Mrs:~Ta:1nenbaum) at the meeting in my office, told me that she 'r'las \·:ith I/ 
~!I 4, \'!hid: I asked her to exp1~in. She indicated that NI 4 V!c:s t.he f·ii1it<l.r.Y! 
Intelligence Division of the Army in this District. Sh~,further stat2d thc.t 1 

S t,e h"',t b""''"' ~"S0,..1'"'+"'d ,,,.;+h !/.~l.;t"'"'Y T"'te 1 1-lge'1~"'8 fo·"' 2r' yaa"'c ~nA th~+ beor~•·c-n 

. 
• 1 

k' 
I 

' 

ft" (.i.U \...'-11 U..') V (t\.o't..: tt I O,IJ lit I Ul .l.ll 5 I i \...o 11 "\ '- I~ Ull"-' 1 v.v ~-CV..J...,. 

of her connections in t·'iilitary Intelligence she· had many friends ·in the Justice 
Department and in the Immigration Services whom she had been contacting in an 
effort to assist Mrs. Riha. She further stated that she had obtained Mrs. Rih~ 1 s 
immigration file and that at that time she had poss6ssion of the file. She . 
appeared to be knm{l edgeab 1 e concerning the various immigration 1 a\·ts. She statec 
that there vtere certain documents which Hana must file. She also mentioned that
because her position in f>1·ilitary Intelligence enabled her to arrange for the 
Postoffice Department to place an earlier postmark date on some cor(espondence 
which Hana had filed after the time for filing the documents had expired. 

, • I stated to her that I thought it v;as appropriate, in order to protect my 
client, to ask.her to produce certain credentials or identification. She stated 
she did not have any identification with her, that she did have a plastic card 
Vlhich identified her \·lith ~1ilitary Intelligence) and that she vtould see that .I 
received a proper identification c~rd at our next meeting. We had no further 
meetings and that was the only direct contact which I had with Mrs. Tannenb~u~ 
~ther than some telephone calls~ which I believ~ preceded the office visit. 

· . 
. i 

..... 

i .. 

·: 

···' ...... 

. . 

This docwnent is prepared 'in 'res~O'f!-Se to your request ·an~ ~s not for ~iss~mi
. natim? 'b".ltsi'ie !!O'=t1· Committee. Its usc if· lirYfited to offw?.al J!1·o?ee~c,;z:~s b':! 

you·r cc1wr-1~ ' '~e a--d the ·contqnt may not· oe gzsclo.sed ta ww~~t,wrzzes, pm·sG:Ki.-
nel·wit:w·~;t'_- the . .ex.press. app1·oval of the FBl •. :· . . . . 

.... ; .. 

'. · ... 
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Memorandurn 
/ 

TO Mr ~ DeLos.ch 1( 
•') <"' ' / I / 

:~/ .,/ 
FRo~r A. Rbsen 

. ( :..7 

Sl'BJECT: GALYA TflNHENBAUM 
IMPERSONATION 

'"'o~.·: ----

DATE: January 27, 1970 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 Mr. Rosen 
1 - 1\Ir. Ualley 
1 Mr. Shroder 
1 Mr. Huppert 
1 Mr. Bishop 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 

• .J. ~~ Captioned subject has been under investigation 'Qy · ' 
~-: ~ Denver for possible viol at ion of the Federal Impc:.rsonat ion Statute. 
~-* ~ She has indicated connections with Immigration and Naturalization 
~ ~~ Service as well as referring to herself as a "Colonel" with 
~~-~ u. S. Army Intelligence at various times. The U. S. Attorney, 
t; ~.~ Denver, has thus far declined to authorize prose cut ion, based upon·~ 
~~~ subject's alleged misrepresentations. Additional investigation '· 

.<..,·~· ~ being conducted by Denver to determine if Tannenbaum has, in fact ;t:j 
'"Zl:E ~ violated the Impersonation Statute. ~ ... 
t3 c.£ / :-:-i 
t;c'<j 
~,: ~ \ Considerable interest in the subject has been generated':: 
~~~ \by the press because of her connection with Thomas H.iha, forr.1er ·' 
~-~-~ • \pl"Ofessor of Russian history at the University of Colorado 1 who . . 
~~::~ 

1

r_~d~sappear.ecl ·.·Ln ~l··lar"f'h, 19~o9. · ~ __ • A , _ _ Riha 1 born in Prague, Czechoslovaki~~; 

::::,.~ ... ~~ came Lo -che United States in 1947 and became a naturalized citizen. 
~ ~~~ 1 Investigation of the Tannenbaum Irapersonation cas~ has disclose,d ~
~ _:r. ;--:}..._,1 that Boulder, Colorado, police were called to Riha 1 s residenc~ !{n :~ 
g_..::.; ~ 0 3/9/69 because of a disturbance .. Tannenbaum was at the Rihaj'·dx.-..e.:.~' 
~ . ;:: ~ ~nd police determined she had been cttempting to get I.Irs. IUJ.l.v,to ~:i 
;~_§~,sign some papers relating to 'rho;:aas Riha's efforts to obtain <i ;.~ 
. .,.=':::;~~!}divorce from Mrs. Riha. Boulder, Colorado, police authoritie;:> h~\:-e 
~ ~ ': e • advised that Thomas Riha was last seen in Boulder on 3/15/69 .b A 
~.8 ~ ~ l missing person report was not filed with the polic·e until 10/28/69 
r:: <- ~3 ~ w when such -a report was filed by Riha' s nebhew ~ Zdenek Cerveny. 
~~§~ -
~:? 

.c.'! ... -)~~ 

~ ~:. ~ 
~~~- -y..:, 

~·- .... ·~~' 
~ .f: :-:; ;;s 
~ ;-, s-: c 
gees~ 

'<j ..-: \..) • .,. 
c._~ 

-~~ ;;s_, 
~eo~ 
~ ..-: ~~ 

.Articles appearing in neYlspapers concerniD.g this matter 
have indicated that Galya Tannenbaum may have information concerninr,
the disappearance of Thomas Rilla. Basic facts were furnished to the 
Attorney General by letter dated 1/14/70, prepared by the Domestic 
Intelligence Division. The Crime Records Division has also advised 
U. s. Representative Donald Brotzman (Republican), Colorado, that 
the FBI has conducted no investigation concerning Riha's disappear-
ance. It is anticipated that other inquiries may be received in vie·· 
of the continuing interest in this matter by the press. 

~~Jl\.,~.: JDH : dvJ· ' ', 1 
; ,l 1 .

1
. JJ 

!.' -- !)[·.£Cu 30 . ,·, ·. l • • ~ l i ..,_ ... ::.;:..::- c s ) . I . / 
-~ ... ~4- 1 - 105-78256 (Thomas Riha) ........ SEE·~ABT·ION··-~.::: OVER . ,. 
<:0 .-':f ' , ·, ~ ,, ._,· 
-..J ;0 \' • ~·>rt I 

0 Q • ~ fi:.J ~} -,j/IJ 
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Rosen to DeLoach memorandum 
R.E: GALYA TfU'fi'IENBAUivi 

ACTION: 

Above submitted for information. Denver's investigation 
of Tannenbaum under the Impersonation angle is being closely 
follo·wed. Any inquiries concerning her alleged knowledge of 
Riha's disappearance will be appropriately hQndled. 

• ( 
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