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SENST·UDY 

THE SERIAL INDICATED ABOVE IS ArT OUTGOING HEHO/LE'rTER TO THE 

ATTORNEY GENERAL DATED..,_'/w;-.:2J-]{_, FURNISHING COPIES OF FBI 

DOCUHENTS IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST(S) HADE BY EITHER THE U.S. 

SENATE OR HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEES ON INTELLIGENCE. SINCE THE 

ATTACHED 1."EROX· COPY,lCOPIES ARE "JUNE" MAIL, IT/THEY HAS/HAVE 

BEEN REMOVED F.:10H THE ENCLOStJRE TO THE SERIAL INDICATED ABOVE 

AND IS TO BE FILED IN THE "J'UNE 11 FILE AS INDICATED BELOW: 

~t-1 
THIS ENCLOSURE MATERIAL IS TO BJ!: FILED IN THE ".JUNE" FILE OF 

HOUSTUDY 62-11646lf.-

OR 

SENSTUDY 22-116325-/ !Z'JL. 
•\ 
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EI?L~:t~ ~SR;~~J.::~ItQ ...t.A'I: 1 - Hr. J. B. Adams 
.1}'\~'i-L\.t r.i:,5j>..J.l}tl'ld7~':~2 - Hr. J. A. Hintz . 

( 1 ... t-1r. J .B. HotJ.S) 
R. Hanna11 2/6/76 

JUNE 1 - Hr. H .. R. \\fannal1 

J. G. Deegan 
1 - Mr. j. G. Deegan 
1 - Hr. W. 0. Cregar 

1UffiTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

1 - l>ir. J. T·. Aldhizer 
1 • Hr. S. F • Phillips 

This informative memorandum to reeora inquiry of 
Department concerning tapes of microphone surveillances on 
t~rtin Luther King, Jr. 

On 2/5/76, Supervisor s. F. Phillips~ INTD, returned 
a call to Hr. Quinlan J. Shea, Jr., on the Deputy Attorney 
General's (DAG) Stuff, who said he ltad been informed by Civil 
Rights Division Assistant Attorney General Pottinger that 
Supervisor Campbell -.:·v-as the custodian of the King tapes and 
Shea desired some information from C<;!t11pbell. It "t-Jas explained 
to Shea that Pottinger '·vras apparently given a 'tn'Ong impression __ ) 
when he, Pottinger, listened to some of these tapes. Supervisor 
Hilliam Ccuupbell of the Laboratory playecl the tapes for Pottinger 
but Campbell's connection with them are primarily of a t~chnical 
nature. As to the "custodian .. of the tapes, Shea was told th..."1t; 
in Bureau records they are charged to Section Chief J. G. Deegan 
and maintained in the latter's office but that if Shea tvants 
to. talk to the person most knowledgeable as to the tapes, it was 
Phillips. 

Shea then s.aid that his purpose in calling w·as a 
desire to protect the DAG relative to a pending suit ·wherein 
someone is attempting to obtain'the tapes. He said that it was 
necessary that he.give advice to the DAG to support an appeal 
regarding a denial of information to the person seekins the tapes. 
Shea indicated that research resulted in a determination that the 
privacy issue relating to I{ing himself could not be raised as 
King is dead but that the Department ~<7C!.S exploring the privacy 
issues as relating to the King family. At this point., Phillips 
inquired as to "t·;hethar or not Shea was aware of the efforts 
\"Jhich -s:vere initiated by the King family through its attorneys 
to obtain FBI file$ concernin3 King. Shea said he 't'Jas not 
familiar t·1ith this fact and it ~-na su3gested to him that he 
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Memorandum to l>fr. U. R. H£mnall 
Re; Hartin Ltt.ther King, Jr. 
100-106670 

might desire to consult with Assistant Attorney General 
Antonin Scalia. (It ~ 'tdll be re~alled that early in 1975, 
Assistant Direeto'i:' ~1int2t was present at a ·conference with 
Departmental officials, including Scalia and attorneys for 
the King family b~cause of the £amily's desire to obtain the 
FBI's files on King). 

Shea sid he had no desire to hear the tapes which 
he frequently refer~ed to a$ the "sex tapes" but 'tvanted to have 
some idea of their contents. It was explained to him that 't>7hfl.e 
the tapes' .contents ·were prim.;lrily of personal activities, they 
w·ere not to the exclusion of other ttiatters $Uch as discussions 
of current events, civil rights issues and conversations 
betw·een King and his advisor·$. 

Phillips· inquired of Shea as to exactly ~l1at he 
:·:ranted to know that he would use in his advice to the DAG. 
He stated that he would like to kncnq whether or not the 
revelation of these tapes would be embarrassing to the King 
f~ily and 't'lhether or not it l'lould lead to an harassment of 
the family. He. was told that such revelation "10uld be 
embarrassing but that it was not clear t<?hat he meant by • 
harassment. He then asked whether su~h revelation would l1kely 
result in the family being submitted to questions from the 
press that might be ~rassing to them. He was told that such 
revelations '!foul•l quite likely so result. Concluding. P.hillips 
told him that if he desired any more information, it might be 
best fo~ Phillips to visit his offiee. He rosponded tl1at he did 
not anticipate any fuJ;·ther needs in ·this matter, 

ACTtON: 

None. For information. 
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