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TO FBI JACKSON ROUTINE
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UNCLAS

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

IN CONNECTION WITH INVESTIGATION BY THE HSCA INTO THE
ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR oy STAFF MEMBERS OF THE
HSCA HAVE REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW JAMES W. SAMMON OF THE JACKSON
OFFICE, CURRENTLY UNDER TRANSFER TO JACKSONVILLE, SAMMON IS
SCHEDULED FOR INTERVIEW ON THURSDAY, MARCH 16, 1978, AT 2 P M.
AT THE COMMITTEE'S OFFICES IN WASHINGTON, D. Ce.

SAMMON HAS BEEN RELEASED FROM HIS EMPLOYMENT AGREEMENT AND
IS AUTHORIZED T0O PARTICIPATE IN HSCA INTERVIEW, HE SHOULD RE-
PORT TO FBIHQ ON THE DAY PRIOR TO SCHEDULED INTERVIEW. REPORT
TO ROOM 3658 OR 8988 FOR INSTRUCTIONS REGARDING INTERVIEW,

BT :
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Jackson, Mississippi 39205

In Reply, Please Refer to March 28, 1978

File No. .

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

On March 16, 1978, from 2:12 p.m., to
3:54 p.m.; SA James W. Sammon, assigned Jackson, .
Mississippi, FBI Division, appeared before representatives
of the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA)
at Washington, D.C.

" ... .. SA Sammon was guestioned by Mark A, Speiser,

. " ' Peter G. Beesen, and Wendy. S. Collins, -all of whom
identified themselves through the use of credentials, -
as being associated with aforementioned committee.

' At the outset, SA Sammon was asked to furnish
background information concerning his career with the
FBI, the number of offices and dates assigned and
classifications worked.

SA Sammon was asked to identify Special
Agents in Charge (SACs) and Assistant Special Agents
in Charge (ASACs) assigned to the Miami, Florida,
FBI Office during the period of 1961-1964,. when
SA Sammon was so assigned to that office, The identity
of these SACs was furnished as Wesley G. Grapp and
Fred A. Erobrose (phonetic). It was explained that
former SAC Frobrose is now deceased.

SA Sammen was asked to identify members of
his squad while he was assigned to the Miami Office.
SA Sammon advised that he would be unable to identify
each and every Agent assigned to the Number 5 squad
during the years of 1961 and 1964 inclusive, due to the
length of time that had transpired since that period.

4=-Bureau

-Jackson (62-544)
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(5) b“> V/}’ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
\i> of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned

to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

SA Sammon was then asked if SAs Francis McCarromn,
Jack Dawson, Vincent Stacey, Leon Pryor, and Leonard 7
C. Peterson. were assigned to the Number 5 squad in
Miami from 1961 through 1964. SA Sammon replied
that SAs McCarron, Dawson, and Peterson were assigned
to that squad; however, it was not Sammon's recollection
that either Stacey or Pryor were so assigned.

SA Sammon was then asked to give a breakdown
by classifications as to the responsibilities of each
of the six Miami squads from 1961 through 1964, which
information was furnished to the committee representatives. .
SA Sammon was asked to elaborate on the assignment of
responsibilities to the Number 5 squad of Miami during
that period of time. Those classifications furnished
of that squad were applicants, accounting matters,
including Hoffa and teamster investigations; civil rights;
racial matters; and fugitive matters. It was explained
that these were the major classifications assigned the
Number 5 squad.

SA Sammon was questioned regarding his transfer
from Miami to the Jackson Division in July, 1964, his
location and investigative responsibilities while assigned
to Mississippi, which reply was to the effect that Sammon
was assigned to the Clarksdale, Mississippi, Resident
Agency from 1964-1969, and to the Jackson, Mississippi,
Headquarters of the FBI from 1969 to the present time.

SA Sammon advised that while assigned to the Clarksdale,
Mississippi, Resident Agency, he worked any and all
investigative matters under the jurisdiction of the FBIL
which pertained to the territory covered by that
resident agency. In response to a direct question,

SA Sammon advised that his transfer from Miami to
Jackson, Mississippi, was a routine mnature and not of

a disciplinary nature.

In response to a direct questlon, SA Sammon
adv1sed hat he was the "backup Agent" assigned to Bill
;gm§?5§£f an FBI informant, while SA Sammon was assigned

he Miami Division during the period of 1961~ 1964,

H¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 4




HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

L]

SA Sammon was asked to identify Intelligence
Division Officers of the Miami, Florida, Police &
" Department, which SA Sammon was unable to do, nor
was Sammon in a position to advise whether or not
any information furnished by Somerset was disseminated
to that intelligence unit during the period of
1961-1964,
SA Sammon was then queried at length regarding
Ku Klux Klan activity in Mississippi beginning in 1964,
in partlcular,~ information regarding United-Klarsof -
.. America. (UKA), White Knights of the Ku- Klux Kian .-  ~ .~
.+ (WKKRK); and* “the - HStlver 1 Dollar"Group" of the WKKKK = :
- MlSSlSSlppl. :SA Sammon furmnished-a lengthy*dlssert&clon_
regarding Klan activitiss in Mississippi since his
arrival in 1964,

SA Sammon was then asked if he had conducted
any investigation regarding '"Merkin''. SA Sammon replied
that immediately after the shooting death of Dr. Martin
Luther King, SA Sammon was assigned the responsibility
of travellng through Noxrth MlSSlSSlpp1 with photographs
of the evidence left by King's assailant, exhibiting
those photographs at motels, service stations, in
North Mississippi to determine if any of the photographs
could be identified. s

H

SA Sammon was asked if he was aware of Somerset's
attempt to assassinate King in Montgomery, Alabama,
in 1958 through poisoning his food. SA Sammon advised
the committee that he was not aware of any such attempts.

SA Sammon was then queried regarding Bureau
regulations regarding amounts of money paid informants and
policy of the Bureau to overseeing those payments.

SA Sammon explained to the committee that such amounts
are normally determined by the Agent contacting the
informant and are paild on a COD basis based on the value
of the information furnished by the informant. SA Sammon
advised that the Bureau oversees these payments only in
an auditing or accounting of the particular informant's
payment fund.

DocId: 329897683 Page 5




HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

SA Sammon was then questioned regarding the

Bureau policy in discontinuing informants and if the «~
- informants are advised that they are being so discontinued.

SA Sammon advised that the informant is so advised when
he i’s discontinued, usually determined when the informant
has furnished a lack of positive informatiom, or when
he has exposed himself as an informant, and of course
upon his death. ~

SA Sammon was then questioned regarding
Somerset's personal imvolvement in violence; Somerset's
. personal bigotry toward minority races; his bigotry
regarding union membership; his carrying of weapons;
and Somerset's Knowledge, of explosive devices; and
information fdrnished Somerset regarding IThomas,
Albert _Tomefy, Tarc

To these questions, SA Sammon advised that he
did not have any personal information of acts of violence
performed by Somerset; and that the only personal bigotry
exhibited by Somerset was Somerset's apparent dislike
for SA Sammon, as Somerset felt that SA Sammon was
of Jewish descent. SA Sammon advised that he had no
knowledge of any acts of bigotry in union membership as
indicated by Somerset, nor was SA Sammon aware of Somerset
ever carrying a weapon or Somerset's knowledge of any
explosive devices. SA Sammon advised the committee that \
he did not recall Somerset ever furnishing any informatiom
regarding Thomas Albert "Tommy'" Tarrants; however, SA Sammon .
was acquainted with Tarrants, having been involved in a Lo
firearms shootout confrontation with Tarrants in 1969.
The committee pressed for further details concerning
this shootout and the committee was advised that in
August, 1969, Tarrants and two other inmates of the
Mississippi State Penitentiary (MSP), Parchman, Mississippi,
escaped from that penitentiary and were thereafter subjects
of an unlawful flight to avoid confinement investigation,
and were considered by the FBI to be Federal fugitives.
The committee was advised that in August, 1969, information
was received by the Jacksoh, Mississippi, Office that the
three escapees were hiding in a heavily wooded dense area
near Jackson, Mississippi. Thereafter, SA Sammon and
many other Jackson, Mississippi, Agents attempted to
locate and apprehend Tarrants and the two other inmates,
which attempts resulted in a gun battle, causing
one of the inmates, name unrecalled, to be killed by

A
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

law enforcement officers, consisting of FBI Agents,
Mississippi Highway Safety Patrol MHSP) officers, &
“and those of the Rankin County Sheriff's Office.

The committee was advised that this was SA Sammon's
first and last contact with Tarrants, SA Sammon

in answer to specific questions, advised that he had

no personal knowledge of the acts of Tarrants performed
on a residence of a Jewish businessman in Meridian, .
Mississippi.

- "~ SA Sammon was then questioned regarding the
availability of FBI informants to other Federal or
local law enforcement agencies, and the Bureau policy
as pertaining to that availability. SA Sammon advised

. the committee that it is the practice of the FBI,
as well as other law enforcement agencies, mnot to
reveal the identity of Bureau informants to those
agencies, even though the information furnished by
those informants may be disseminated to those agencies.

The committee at this point took exception with -~

SA Sammon indicating it was their feeling that the FBI
"receives all information but does mot share information"
with other law enforcement agencies, Federal, state,.and
local. The committee at this point was unequivocally
advised that this has mot and is not the case of the FBI,
and that information obtained by the FBI which is of an
interest to those agencies, is disseminated to them,

even though the identity of the informant furnishing

such information is not revealed to those agencies.

SA Sammon was again asked for his knowledge
as to the availability of Bill Somerset to the Intelligence
Unit of the Miami, Florida, Police Department, to which
SA Sammon again advised that he was not aware of such
availability during the years of 1961-1964, the only
period that SA Sammon was acquainted with Somerset.
N SA Sammon was asked as to the degree of
confldence and reliability regarding the information
furnished by Somerset while an FBI informant. SA Sammon
advised from 1961-1964, it was his opinion that the
information furnished by Somerset was reliable, and that
SA Sammon had confidence in that information.

DocId:32989768 Page 7




HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

At one point during the questioning, when

- SA Sammon was being questioned as to squad assignment
classifications, and identities of Agents of the Miami,
Florida, FBI Office from 1961~1964, SA Sammon advised
the committee that as that period of time was from
14-17 years in the past, SA Sammon would try to be as
accurate ‘as possible as to months and years invelved;
however, the committee was reminded SA Sammon's
recollection of the events may be six months to perhaps -
a year off. Mark Speiser advised SA Sammon that the
committee would only allow a four month leeway. This
comment. may have been misunderstoed by SA Sammon and
may have been in jest by Speiser; however, in any regard,
Speiser was advised that SA Sammon stoed on his previous
statement that events occurring 14-17 years ago would be
timed as accurately as SA Sammon possibly could; however,
there would be no "four month allowance" imposed
on SA Sammon, unless the committee intended to furnish
him documentary verification. There was no such
documentary verification furnished SA Sammon during
his interrogation, with the exception ef SA Sammon
being furnished a lengthy article from what appeared
to be the "Parade” or pictorial section of the Miami,
Florida, Herald, Sunday Supplement Newspaper, which / =
article appeared to be regarding Bill Somerset. This
article was furnished SA Sammon briefly in an effort
to identify Somerset by photograph as it appeared in
the article. SA Sammon was unable to positively identify
Somerset, due to the length of time involved, and the
fact that the photograph was net a good likeness, or
Xerox copy, as the photograph of Somerset, made him
appear older and thinner in appearance. SA Sammon
advised the committee that the poor photograph did
resemble Somerset; however, if the committee had not
advised Sammon that it was of Somerset, SA Sammon
would be unable to identify him. SA Sammon was not
furnished the article to read. -

-~
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

SA Sammon was furnished a name of an
individual in Miami, Florida, which name SA Sammon 7
failed to record, -and therefore the identity of
that individual is not recalled by SA Sammon.

SA Sammon was asked by the committee if he was
acquainted with this individual. SA Sammon advised
the individual was unknown to him.

SA Sammon was then advised that this
individual was a house painter in Miami, and SA
Sammon was asked- if Bill Somerset was acqualnted o
w1th thls 1nd1v1dua1,’ anl , il

-
——

- }5’- SA Sammnon: advised that he then recalled
that this individual may be identical to a person -
who was at the scene of the James Meredith
integration disorder at the University of Mississipgd,
Oxford, Mississippi, which SA Sammon believed to
be in 1963. The committee was advised that the
incident arose over Meredith, a Negro, attempting
to register to attend the University of Mississippi.

= agt  woan

-
- -

SA Sammon recalled that a lead was received
at the Miami Office to identify and interview this
Miami house painter as his vehicle had been observed
at the University of Mississippi campus during the
disorder involving the registration of Meredith at

that university.

SA Sammon advised that he and SA Leonard
C. Peterson contacted Bill Somerset for background
information on this individual and that Somerset
was acquainted with house painter and furnished
SA Peterson background information concernlng this
individual, to the best of SA Sammon's recollection
1nvolvuurthe house painter being a member of
National States Rights Party (NSRP).
- Thereafter, SA Sammon assisted SA Peterson
in-the interview of this individual in Miami in either
the summer of 1963 or 1964. SA Sammon recalled that
the individual was painting a house at the time of the

DocId:32989768 Page 9
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HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)

interview, was very hostile towards the interviewing
Agents; however, at the persistence of SA Peterson
he was interviewed regarding his appearance at the
University of Mississippi.

A short time thereafter, an article appeared
in the newspaper of the NSRP on the front page which
was submitted by this house painter. This article
referred to his interview with-SA Peterson and SA
Sammon, and referred to Peterson as “a blond haired
Swede"” and to SA Sammon as “a Jew bastard” or words
to that effect.

-

SA Sammon was asked if he was acquainted with
Joseph A. Milteer, or if Somerset ever furnished any -
information regarding Milteer and his activities. SA
Sammon advised he was not acquainted with Milteer and
did not recall Somerset furnishing any information
regarding him.

H#¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 10
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] CLEAR !
-0 i
_____________ bue 32884
____________________ =
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI ($2-1172%0)
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (62~544) (C)
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE -
ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
Enclosed for the Bureau are original and
three copies of an LEM raflecting results of fnterview-
of SA JAMES . SAMMON by representatives of aforementioned
committee 3/16/78, at Washington, D.C. :
£y
: \f/)
B e “ .". ) oo ,?:?mM
2-Bureau (Enc. &) AT i :
Jackson .,;““','Z,“" R I
T,\IS . H eIl A:. A O kg =
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*TO FBI JACKSON ROUTINE
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UNCLAS EF T O ‘ / , / V2 A S

- Af? VAP AN

HOUSE SELECT COIHITTEV OH ASSASSIMT TONS (HSCA)
 HSCa, BY LETTER I DATED A5, 1978, REQUESTED ALL INFOR-
MATION IN THE FILES OF THE JACKSO# , KNOXVILLE AND MEMPHIS FIELD
OFFICES CONCERNING BUFORD WALLACE POSEY, DATE OF BIRTH AUGUST 28,
1925, HSCA OBTAINED WAIVER FROI POSEY ALLOWING FOR RELEASE OF |
ALL INFORMATION HELD BY THE FBI TO THE COMMITTEE .
EACH RECEIVING OFFLGE SHOULD SEARCH THD ICES Foé ABOVE -

"A(u:.D INDI\!.LDUAL AND DUPLICATE ANY FILEb AND PEF‘PRM\!(‘EQ FOURD
IDENTICAL WITH POSEY. THIS AATE 1AL SHOULD BE SUBMITTED TO

FBI HEADQUARTERS, ATTEULION° COHGRESS IOWAL INQUIRY URIT , BY

CLOSE OF BUSINESS MAY 26, ‘1978, |

BT | o |
(135 ’ | ¥ ' . ‘ A/ Ms‘//—,q

. SEARCHED 427 _ INDEXE »
7 o7t :..fff?ﬂoygfimi%/ |

(DI{ ' ' ' 00’ 7 ' ~ ({7 B]—-JACKSON |
4 75 % 1Mu'iéw”‘\gv\> B

{% AL »%«4{ R
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HECa, &Y LETTER

VATION IN THE FILEZ OF THE .

UFFICES CONCERII
19235, HSCA
F

EACH RECEIVIHG

~

ALL GREAT IO

UAMED INDIVIDUAL AlD DUPLICATE ANY FILEZ &ID REFERCNCES

DATED W

OBTATHED WAIVER FROU

GFFIGE

S-11723
TO FBI JACKSON ROUTIUZ

o
WS 8 i

O ASS,

*‘G @lf‘,? g

8¢ BUFORD VALLACE

H OHELD DY THE FB1 TO THE CONII

SHOULD

IDESTICAL WITH POSEY, THIS UATERIAL

' FBI HEADOUARTERS, A

ATTERTIOH ¢ COLGRESSI

CLOSE OF BUSINESS {IaY i s, 1972,
BT
{1135
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: |
i Teletype ] Immediate (] TOP SECRET :
1] Facsimile [} Priority [ SECRET |
(X1 Alirtel [J Routine [ CONFIDENTIAL {
(JEFTO }
1 CLEAR - {
1
Date {

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UMIT
FROM: SAC, JACKSON (62-544)

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE
- ON ASSASSINATION (HSCA)

WALLACE POSEY, born 8/28/25.

100-491 does not contain a serial numbered as eleven and -
© there is no:indication as to why. The only explanation is an
error in serializing where said number was skipped.

° @

Re Bureau teletype 5/17/78, captioned as above.
Enclosed herewith are as follows:
1. Serial 109 from Jackson 157-9326 (2 pages)

2. Serials 1 - 23 from Jackson 157-2083;
ineluding 2 letteLs from 1A (57 paces)

j')<J

A’
The above enclosures. are concerning BUFORD

- berlals 1 - 46 from Jackson 100-4%1,
including 1A1 (180 pages)

It should be noted, as related %o item three above,

2 - Bureau \69)
(1 - ackspn
AJW/dgf dk
(3)
i
:,2 7ﬁ Transmitted - Per

\ Approved:
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DE Ha 21086 1440055
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R 2421192 WAY 78

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62- 11/29r>
TO FBI JACKSON ROUTIHE

BT

UNchfgfsz , |
HOUSE “6ELECT COip#TTEE oW ASSASSINATIONS CHSCA)

REFERENZ JACKSON TELETYPE TO BUREAU APRIL 24, 196&, CAP-

TIONED "IURKIN," | |
THE HSCA 1S CURRENTLY COMDUCTING INVESTIGATION INTO THE
ASSASSINATIONS OF JOHN F. KEWNEDY AWD MARTIN LUTHER KING , JR.,
AND HAS REVIEWED VOLUAINOUS EXCLSED' DOCUAEWTS .REGARDING THE
ASSASSINATION CASES ARD RELATED TAVESTIGATIONS . UPON REVIEY ' GF
REFERENCED COMMUNICATION, THE HSCA DESIRES TO INTERVIEY IiFOR -
MANTS WHO SUPPLIED INFORWATION COWTAINED THEREIN, BY REQUEST
' DATED #AY 18, 1978, THE COMMITTEE REQUESTED THE FBI CONTACT
THESE IRFORMANTS TO DETERMINE IF THEY WOULD BE AGREEABLE TO
INTERVIEW BY THE PSCAG_IHE HSCA HOPES IWTERVIE CAN BE CON-

DUCTED PRIOR T0 _dUNE 2, 1978, : L ééﬁf [
‘ y ,.?ARCHED%@NDEX%'
P v | SERIAL FILE .
“E '6/’51‘/;7)() / O D
/, - \ ‘ MAY 24 1978
Vi 0; 0/’% | G r FB!-JACKSON ’
| :fij jzalzg s F4Z

7 7 - 0
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PAGE TYO DE HQ @106 UNCLAS |
" INFORWATION IN REFERENCED céumuwzcériow ¥AS PROVIDED BY THE

FOLLOWIiG FORWER INFORMANTS: |

1. JN 343, BUREAU FILE 17m§1565, JACKSON FILE 177-459,.
OPERATED BETYEEH AUGUST , 1967 - APRIL,‘1973._ |

2. JACKSON 337-R, BUREAU FILE 170-15183, JACKsbw FILE 178-
457, OPERATED :BETYEEN JULY, 1967 - KOVEMBER, 1973,

JACKSON ATTEUPT TO COWTACT IFORMANTS AKD ADVISE EACH THAT
THE HSCA Dasxszé TO INTERVIEW THEM CONCERNING INFORMATION THEY
PROVIDED IN REFERENCED COMHUNICATION. THEY SHOULD BE TOLD THAT

O THE FBI'S KNOWLEDGE, THE HSCA IS NOT AWARE OF THEIR RELATION-

-

SHIP WITH THE FBI OR THEIR DENTiTIES,'DETERﬁINE IF THE INFOR=
| ﬁAwTs HAVElAﬂY OBJECTION TO BEING INTERVIEWED BY REPRESENTATIVES
OF THE‘HSCA; IF THERE ARE WO OBJECTIONS TO INTERVIEM, INFOR - -

MANTS SHOULD BE FURNISHED THE IDENTITIES AND TELEPHONE. NUMBER
OF THE ﬁULLowISG HSCA PERSONNEL‘IN oRDEﬁ THAT INFORMANTS CAW
TELEPHQNICALL? CONTACT THE HSCA AND MAKE Tﬁgié oW N ARRAHGEMENTSl
FOR INTERVIEW, INFORMANTS CAN THEREFORE PERSONALLY NEGOTIATE
THE SCOPE OF INTERVIEW AND THE(CO@FIDENTIALITY OF‘INFORMATIQN
THEY AY PROVIDE THE COMMITTEE .

INFORJANTS SHOULD BE GIVEN THE NAMES OF MARK SPEISER AND

.
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PAGE THREE DE HQ @166 UNCLAS |
PETER BEESON, BOTH HSCA STAFF ATTORHEYS, WHO CAN BE COX /TACTED
COLLECT AT 262-225-2353, UPON. CALLING , INFORMANTS SHOULD FUR-
ISH THEIR IDENTITIES AHD ADVISE THEY WERE THE IHDIVIDUALS WHO
PROIDEL THE JACKSON OFFICE OF THE FBI IWFORWATION CONCERGING
ACTIVITIES AT JOKN'S CATE, LAUREL , HISSISSIPPI, IN APRIL, 1968..
| SUTEL RESULTS OF CONTACI WITH THFORNANTS TO_FBiHQ,'ATTEN-

TI0H : CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS HMAFAGEMENT DIVISION.
EXPEDITE W VIEW OF COAWITTEE'S DESIRE TO INTERVIEW INFORHANTS,
IF AGAEEABLE, PRIOR TO JUHZ 2, 1973. |

BT 7 | |
6186

WM 14401007 8 1
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VZOZI 60 1686
R JB

BE He 2106 1440035

ZNR UL |

R 2421152 MAY 78 Ty . o
Fi 'DIRECTOR FBI (62~117298) |
TO FBI JACKSON ROUT I8E

BT
LHCLAS

HOY bﬁ SELECT ©C W ASSASS I?ﬁTIQH‘ {iE‘XD.f

Rﬁwﬁag%dﬁ'aéc"sCﬁ TELETYPE TO BUREAL 4PRIL 24, 1968, CAP-
. . y oo . ) d

TIOBED "MURKIN,® g o '\”

THE HSCA 1§ GHQREMTLY'CG§9UCT1&§ aVESIIa?TIGﬁ INTC THE

.ASSASSINETIGLS OF. JOHN F. KEBREDY SNQ'%ARTi’ LUTHER KING , JR .,

. 4ND Has Rtﬁlhwﬁﬁ VOLUMINGUS EV {QFD b CU”"”T“ REGARD ING THE .

s . \ N '
ASSASS zwﬁlfox CASES AND RILATED I&UES\YCﬁEZ?hﬁo UPOH REVIEW OF
REFERENCED GOMMUNICATION, THE HSCA EE&YHEQ {0 INTERVIEY INFOR-

ﬂAﬁTS WHC SUPPLIED INFORMATION CONT ]berlmﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁ BY REQUEST

Py & . ' .
ﬂTEd MAY 18, 1978, THE COMYITTEE ; «@ gr?n,xﬁz’ng CORTAGT
THESE INFORMANTS TG DETERMINE IF THEY maw D‘RE’Q&R"hﬁbfﬁhIO .
INTERVIEY BY THE HSCA. THE HSCa ﬁcwvﬁ‘*urﬁdszw 4% BE CON-

N

DUCTED PRIOR TO JUNE 2, 1978. ‘§ 

| mavzawmm

=, ‘ _FBI-JAcksonN
2 7
Y o e

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 19
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l ~ PAGE TWO DE He wzms'ﬁwaLﬁs

LHFORWAT 10N 1. REFERENGED. 4wumr SATION WAS PROVIDED BY THE

\
%

FOLLOYWING FORWER INFORMANTS: ° O

]

1. JE.340-R, BUREAY ¥ FILE 178-1565 , pnuxaew vzhw 170459,

\

[\

OPERATED BETHEEN AUGUST, 19 E? APRILY, 1973..
2. JACKSON 337-% , BUREAY IIL i7ﬁ~i§}a;;ﬁéﬁﬁgéﬁ FILE 7~
45T, OPERATED BETWEEN JULY, z@s:'- novmﬁa"wﬁ 11973,

JACKSGN ATTENPT 10 C urﬁcr THFORMANTS AND ADVI SE: EAG H,rHAT'z‘

‘-

THE HsCA DESIRES 10 .{N'E‘E}(Vlﬁ(“ "A’ 1B GQ‘%CE&(MUQG XNX«O TA&“IG THE Yt'\

\

'PROVIDED IN REFERENGED CQﬂM%niPﬂ“IOEmii

‘ gﬂa'fnnuL BE‘IULQ s§!5 |
TO THE FBI'S KNOWLEDGE, THE HSCA xq :b ;z oF T:EIH }€L1T>uﬁ~

SHIP WITH THE FBI OR THEIR I JfIIIrb Bgfwgman'zifTHL Fux* :

HANTS HAVE ANY OBJECTION TO ﬁsiku oNiEFPIE‘ D BY RE Rfsuﬂfﬂflv
OF THE ?SCAQZEF THERE ARE HO cagmc Iﬁdu TG i?TERU!Ed, 1“;ay~.‘

MANTS SHOULD BE FURNISHED THE: IDE Elv?iES AiD TELEPHONE BUMHER

oF THE.F.LLszhe HSCA PudaQNﬂg‘ I8 ORDER THAT -IWF ODMAFTS amm(
TELE?HGNIG#L*Y'JQNTQCT THE HECA AND HAKE THRIR OWH. AR R G EMENT S

FOR INTERVIEW , INFORMANTS CAN' HEHEF@RE‘PiRE NALLY ‘NEGOTIATE
THE SCOPE OF INTERVIEW &ND Txv_cawyigaaTxALiTv‘sﬁ' I4FORMAT JON

THEY MAY PROVIDE THE COMMI?TEE; A

[HFORNANTS SHOULD BE GIV&N zn&“caw“w nv MARY rPEISEQ ABD




‘ ‘
VZOZi 60 164

R 40

LI

i

Ho 0166 1440055

ZUR nuuyy

A 2421197 HAY 78

Fei DIRECTOR FRI (62~117297)
TO FBL JACHEOHW ROUTIGE

UUCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COWIITT

ACFERENCE JACHSON TELTIYPE

TIOLED ™dURNIN "

THE HECA IS CURRENTLY COIDUCTING
ASSASSINUATIONS OF JOHR F, X
Al HAS REVIEVED VOLLIINGUS
ASSASZINATION CABES Alw RELATED LIVES
REFERENCED CONLUNICATION, THE IZCH

EXCISED ﬁOCUiE s

BURTAD APRIL “43 1967, CAP=

IGVESTIGATION XUTO THE

IRNEDY AND JARTIN LUTHER KIUG, Jit.,

REGARL ILG THL

TIGATIONS o UROL HEVIEY OF

v DESIRES T0 INTERVIEY LiFOR-

WANTS WHU SUPPLIeD INFOR HﬁTI?u COWTAINEL THERLIN . BY REGUEST

DATED hﬂ? 16, 19768, THE uG“dIXTEE REQUESTED THI FRI COLTALT

THESE 1GFORUANTS TC DETERHIAE IF THIY
INTERVIEY BEY THE HSCA ., THE HSCA HOPE
DUCTED PRIOA TO JUNE &, 197%.

H¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 21

HOOLD DL AGREEARLE T0O

ms AT et N T Ty N )
5OINTIRVIED CAU SE Q-

_02-Gyy-

SEARCHED

SER 'A“ZE‘%:K?EED
MAY 24 1978

FBI-JACKSON

1

i
¥




@ ®

GE TJO DE In #1016 MiCLAS

IUFORMATION 131 REFERESCED COMIUNICATION 'Ja5 PROVIDED BY THE
FOLLOVILG FOMMER ISFORJAFTS 3

Lo Ji 340+, BUREAU FILE [77=1565, JLCUSOL FILE [70-439,
OPERATED BETIEES AUSUST, 1967 - APRIL, 1273.

2. JACKSON 237-%, BUAEAU FILE 170~1313, JACKSO FILE 17
45T, OPERATED BETUEDR JULY, 967 ~ LOVEGRER, 1973,

JACKSOH ATTEUPT TO CONTACT IAFORIANTS ALD LDVIBE EaCH THAT

S

THE H3CA DESIRES T0 ILTERVIEY THEL COUCGERUING INFO4MATION THEY
ﬂOUIDnD I REFEREUCED COSUULICATION. THREY SHOULD BEZ ToLD T
Tu THE FBI'S KEOVLEDGE , THE HSCA I8 KOT AUARE OF THEIR RELATION-
SHIZ YITH THE FBI Ok THEIR IDEUTITIES. DETERUINE IF THE ILFGR-
JANTS HAVE A0Y OBJECTIOR TO BRING INTERVILULD DY REPRE uuT&TI JES
UF THE HBCA . IF THERE ARE [0 QBJ“""Iﬂda PG LETIRVIRT u?ﬂﬁw_
(IANTS SHOULD BE FURNISHEL THE IDERTITIES AWM TELEPHONT LUMRER

¥ THE FOLLGHING HOCA PERSCUREL If GRDER THAY INFORAALTS COal
TLLIPHOUICALLY COUTACT THE UECA ALD «AND THEIR OUL ARRAIGEHINTS

2}
PS

INTERVIDY o INFORHANTS CAN THIREFORE PERSONALLY CEGDTIATE
THE SCOPE OF IGTERVIEY AUD THE CONFIRZUTIALITY OF ILFORIATIOH

THEY HAY PROVIDE THE COUMITTEE.

5
s
o

INFORBANT S CHODBLD BE GIVED THE WAJEZ AaRLE SPEISYI

¢ HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 22




HW 55186

.

PAEE THREL DE HQ

PETER BETSUN, BS0TK H3CA STAFF ATTCRLEYS,

COLLECT AT 2u2-2235-5353, UPO

HISH THEH
PROVIDLD THE JACKS

ra

ACTIVITIES AT

SUTEL RESULTS OF CONTACT WITH IuFORINLTE T0 FSIHT,

TIOH ¢ COLGRESSIONGL INOUIRY
EAPEDITE Iu VIE! OF COGJITTEE
IF éhﬁ&uﬁBLu, PRIOR TO JUE
- ;

o186

'n;uu },&Am“f”«z t.”t !
DocId: 32989768

Page 23

IDERTITIES AND ADVIGE
i OFFICE UOF

(1736 UNCLAS

i CALLILG

THE

Unzrg RE

5 DESIRE TO

D78,

3
2y

THEY 1

DHO CAQR BE CONTACTED
s FHFORILUTE GdCuLD FUR~
JERE THD IUDIVIDUALS

TR LLFORGATION CORCERI
Uhu'b CAFE, LAUREL , GILBIBSIPPI, I &4PRIL, 19

ATTER-

CORDE AAUAGENENT DIVISIGL,

INTERVIT! ILFORMANTS




FD-36 (liev. 7-27-76) . ’

I

’ FBI |
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: |
B Teletype (] Immediate {3 TOP SECRET I:
[ Facsimile [ Priority [ SECRET :
[ Alirtel [X Routine (] CONFIDENTIAL :
[JEFTO :

CEEER Unclae’ !

Date 5/26/178 i

[ T T e e e e e e e e e e e i e e e e e e e e e e e E— = e E— = —

FM JACKSON (62-54l4) (P)
TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) ROUTINE
BT
UNCLAS
ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT
DIVISION.
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATION (HSCA)

RE BUREAU TELETYPE DATED MAY 24, 1978.

ON MAY 26, 1978, JN 340-R, BUREAU FILE 170-1565, JACKSON
FILE 170-459, INTERVIEWED AND OBJECTS TO INTERVIEW BY
REPRESENTATIVES OF HSCA IN VIEW OF CURRENT EMPLOYMENT STATUS.
JN 340-R STILL EMPLOYED AT JOHN'S CAFE, LAUREL, MISS., AND
FEELS LIFE WOULD BE PLACED IN JEOPARDY IF IDENTITY WAS MADE
KNOWN.

REVIEW OF JACKSON FILE 170-457 PERTAINING TO JN 337-R
DISCLOSED A NEWSPAPER CLIPPING FROM THE LAUREL LEADER CALL,

A LAUREL, MISS., NEWSPAPER, DATED MARCH 4, 1974, COPY ;URNISHED

bR-514~1

@ - Jackson Searched. y
ng?/ njb Serialized ,7@—/

1 "’,(;‘J Iﬁdé}:(eﬁ .

d Fied /7Y A

R«Vn/&M«O/
r 77
Approved: /J/:;{% Transmitted 00\37 220 Z Per 6C
v (Number) (Time)
GPO : 1977 O - 225-539

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 24




FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) ’ .
A .

|
) FBI ]
“TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: E
] Teletype ] Immediate ] TOP SECRET ll
[} Facsimile (] Priority {1 SECRET {
[ Airtel (1 Routine [ CONFIDENTIAL :
(OEFTO :
(J CLEAR :
I
Date :
F PAGE TWO JN 62-544 TUNCLAS
TO FBIHQ WHICH REFLECTS THAT INFORMANT WAS SHOT AND KILLED BY
A SHOTGUN BLAST FIRED BY HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW. INFORMANT WAS
PRONOUNCED DEAD ON ARRIVAI AT JONES COUNTY COMMUNITY HOSPITAL
AND CAUSE OF SHOOTING HAD NOT BEEN DETERMINED AS OF THE DATE OF
THE NEWSPAPER ARTICLE.
BT.
Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (T'ime)
GPO : 1977 O - 225-539

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 25




e

VZCZCHQ0885

RR AL AT BA BH BS BU CE CG CI CV DN DE HO IP JN JK KC LA

ME MM MI MP MO NK NH NO NY oM PH PX PG PD RH SC SL SD SF SE SI
TP WF

DE HQ @885 1570042

ZNY EEEEE

R 8521857 JUN 78

FM DIRECTOR FBI (62 117298

TO FBI ALBANY

FBI
FBI
FBI
FBI
FBI
FBI
FBI
FBI
FB1
FBI
FBI
FB1
FBI
FBI
FBI

HW 55186

ATLANTA
BALTIMORE
BIRMINGHAM
BoSToN
BUFFALO
CHARLOTTE
CHICAGO
CINCINNATI .

CLEVELARND E 69(7 ,/-—) (/ V’;L;L
SENTER | SeanLnss G e AL
DETROIT JUl 5 1978
HOUSTON 7 ,_(EBI~JACKSON l

/ ;
INDIANAPOLIS Liad l Y/

JACK SON | %,{;{:u@/ﬁ .

JACKSONVILLE

DocId: 32989768 Page 26
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PAGE TWO DE HQ @85 UNCLAS E F T O
FBI KANSAS CITY
FBI LOS ANGELES
FBI MEMPHIS
FBI MIAMI
FBI MILWAUKEE
FBI MINNEAPOLIS
FBI MOBILE
 FBI NEWARK
FBI NEW HAVEN
FBI NEW ORLEANS
FBI NEW YORK
FBI OMAHA
FBI PHILADELPHIA
| FBI PHOENIX
FBI PITTSBURGH
FBI PORTLAND
FBI RICHMOND
FBI SACRAMENTO
FBI SAN DIEGD
t FBI SAN FRANCISCO
|

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 27
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PAGE THREE DE HQ @685 UNCLAS EF T O
FBI SEATTLE

FBI SPRINGFIELD . C

FBI ST. LOUIS “,

FBI TAMPA S

FBI WASHINGION FIELD OFFICE

BT

UNCLAS EF T 0

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)
BUDED JUNE 12, 1978. A )

RE: BULET To ALBANY, ET AL, AUGUST 25, 1967, GAPTIONED
"COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATIONALIST-HATE GROUPS,
INTERNAL SECURITY" AND "BUAIRTEL TO ALBANY, ET AL, MARCH 4,
1968, GAPTIONED “COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM, BLACK NATION-
ALIST-HATE GROUPS, RACIAL INTELLIGENCE".

THE HSCA WHICH IS INVESTIGATING THE ASSASSINATION OF
JOHN F. KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., NOTING THAT
REFERENCED COMMUNICATIONS ASKED RECIPIENT OFFICES TO MAKE
PERIODIC REPORTS TO THE BUREAU, HAS REQUESTED THAT RECIPIENT

L .
FIELD OFFICE FILES BE SEARC ED AND AWL REPORTS, LETTERHEAD

MEMORANDA, AIRTELS, LETTERS AND TELETYPES CONCERNING

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 28
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. ®
y ’

P¢4GE FOUR DE HQ ﬁﬂsglNCLAS EFTO ,
Qﬁ,;MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., OR THE SOUTHER N QERISTIAN
LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) SUBMITTED PURSUANT TO REFERENCED
COMMUNICATIONS UP TO AND INCLUDING DECEMBER 31, 1968, BE
PREPARED FOR DELIVERY.

THE HSCA REQUESTED THAT OUR RESPONSE IN THIS MATTER BE
GIVEN TOP PRIORTY OVER ALL OTHER ASPECTS OF XKING IWESTIGATION.

FBI HEADQUARTERS (FBIHQ) FILES HAVE BEEN PARTIALLY
PROCESSED IN RESPONSE TO A SIMILAR REQUEST, BUT TO INSURE
COMPLETENESS AND THOROUGHNESS, EACH R ECIPIENT OFFICE FURNISH
FBIHQ TWO XEROX COPIES OF'ANY COMMUNICATION MEETING ABOVE
CRITERIA. COPY SHOULD REACH FBIHQ BY JUNE 12, 1978.

ALL COPIES SHOULD BE CLEARLY LEGIBLE AND SHOULD BE SENT
REGISTERED MAIL, MAILED TO THE ATTENTION OF THE CONGRESSIONAL
INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION, ANY QUESTIONS CAN
BE RESOLVED BY CONTACTING SUPERVISOR RICHARD C. BUSCHING,
EXTENTION 3685,

RECIPIENT OFFICES HAVING NO COMMUNICATION MEETING CRITERIA
ARE TO SO NOTIFY FBIHQ.

BT
gB85

NNNN

F
HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 29
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DIRECTOR, FBI (62-117290)
ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT,
RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

FROM: JACKSON (62-544) (C)
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA) |/ 7~ .

*
o
——

Re Bureau letter to Albany, ET AL, 8/25/67,
captioned "Counterintelligence Program, Black Nationalist-
Hate Groups, Internal Security'; Bureou airxtel to Albany,
ET AL, 3/4/68, captioned "Counterintelligence Program,
Black Nationalist-Hate Groups, Racial Intelligence" and
Burecau simtel to Albany, ET AL, 6/5/78, captioned as sbove.

=]
o
.

Enclosced herewith are copies of serials 3, 5, and
7 of Jackson file 100-980, Said file is concerning same
matter as set forth in referenced communications dated
8/25/67 and 3/4/68.

i Review of above file was made for the period
8/25/67 through 12/31/68, and only for information
concerning Dr, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. and The Southern
Christian Leadership Conference.

CONFIDENTIALyﬁZ&ERIAL ATTACHED

Gd TYE-2 3

2 = Pureaus (Enc. 6)

(1 = Jackson |, Searched
AJW/dgf wme Serialized 2z
(3) H Indexed _.__,;

Filed

55186 DocId:32959768 P (1}
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- FBI {11aM1I ié‘*ﬂ’iEDI—ATE

. UNCLAS 2 FTO

W 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 31

VZCZChQUwd5 | -

Vo AT BK Jit KX LS WE i WO SL uF
DE idQ- ma35 1652149

BY EEEEE

U 142w JUR 7T

Fii DIRECTOR FBI- (62-117290)

D FBI ATLANTA' IMMEDIATE

FBI BIHMINGHAﬂ_IﬂnEDIATE

FBI JACKSOW IiniiLIATE

FBI KWOXVILLE IfiSDIATE

FBI LUUISVILLE IvMEDIATE-
FBI WEYPHIS IMMEDIATE

FRI MFY ORLEANS IMYEDIATE.

FBI ST, LOUIS IMMEDIATE ~ o - S | . \‘
FBI yASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE IMWEDIATE o

BT

HOUSE SeLECT COMAITTER O ASSAS SINATIOV* CHuCA)

HZCA , BY LETTER DATED JUWE ‘12, 197U,,\Luuzsrrn THAT THE
FIELD OFFICL FILES ON THE SOUTHERW STATES IRDUSTRIAL COUNCIL B
FOR THE PEIUD 19561978 FRO: ATLAKTA , gzmmcm i, JACKSOW, @2 - t&\:’f‘g{’*/ -—25
| | s
JUN 141978

31— JACKSON

VY

~




PAGE TWO DE HQ @55 UNCLAS E F T O

KWOAVILLE, LOUISVILLE , MEMPHIS, @IA4I, 4TW ORLEANS, ST LOUIS,

AWD WASHINGTOR FIFLD OFFICE, BE PROVILED Of A PrIORITY BASIS.
RECEIVING OFFICES ARE REQUESTFL TO SFARCH FUR ANY FILES

U8 REFERENCES 01! THi SOUTHERN STATES INUSTRIAL COUWCIL FOR THE

PLRIUD '1956-1978. ANY GATERIAL LOCATED. Ou ThIS SUBJECT SKOULD

HE DUPLICATED AWD OIE COPY FURIIISHED TO FHI HEADQUARTERS

ATTENTIUN ¢ CONGRESSIONAL. TWQUIAY UNIT , RECOMDS HAWAGE.IS iT

BIVISLUN, 3Y GLUSE oF_susimégJ JUKE 19, 19784

RT | ' | |

B35

n‘NinJ =

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 32
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00 AT BH JH K

DE Hn: (e85 1853145
AY EEEEE . ,

U lAZHRG SUH T

Fid DIRECTOR FBI <(83-~117298)

B FBI ATLﬁﬁxﬁ'zw

FEl EE*EE&GH&M IMED IATE
¢ . .

-

T
oz
e

KQQN WMEDLQTF
V
7

KPC VILLE l@HbDIATc

=i
(§3)
-

iOdIS'

3]
e}
i
=

sﬁEMFﬁiIJ IOMELTATE

IAYE

IR

’

G 1 ¢WQL

ey
e

NLY xPL&ﬁM. - IHED
ST, LOUIS

WASHINGTON

ke
I
Fans SRR SO

FEEKD OFFY

51
=~

PN
it

UNCLAS E F T 0
{OUSE SELZC

H3CA , “x LEITER UQIE

’

D

\
!
'
.
s ¥ -
R )
W F -
re
r
i
' :
A Lo
o
; P ,
J ¢
i
Z
)
B
5
!
M “. -
. \
S |
4 .
. 5
vt - .
’
) .
S & ' .
7
N
. .
ST T A ~
f..UI:".} i b

JUN&‘

12,

T COM“*ATEE Dﬂ"ﬁ %Agﬁjyﬁf{g%a (H““ . o, .

-19,@ ‘REQ

UESTED'THKT THE

SOffiz”u"S A”LS IwDJ“T IAL GOUNCIL

| A&: T?ﬂfwuHAH,.JAchan L,

(;2-644=25

- i SEARCHED _ . INDERED
."  SERIAUIZED ILED

‘

SECP | JUNMWB

—Hiﬁﬁ‘

FBI-JACKSON

2497

gl -

» sy

Cosocmaeess |




T;Cf

KEOKVILLE , LOBISVILLE ; WEWPHIS,

-
AND

BT

v MEEN

HW 55186

MLMLLNm‘uN

TW0O DE HQ 9085 UNCLAS EF T O

A1AAL NEM.DR&EANSh.xI Louis,

F1ELD OFFICE, VIDER 03 A DRIORIAY BASIS.

<
!
1

PRO

ECELVIKG OFFICES ARL” fsauas1aw~;a SEARGH FOR ANY FILES

mu«s OF THE SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE

.

VHIS SUBJEGT gHouLD

. .

EADQUARTERS ,

*@szb 0k

COPY rtﬂatSHh‘ To FRI

:EMQHXRY HHIT , RECORDS ﬁANAGEﬁEﬁT

S5 JUBE [9, 1978,

DocId:32989768 Page 34




FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) ‘ ‘
FBI

-~

' FI"EANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:
X Teletype [] Immediate ] TOP SECRET
[] Facsimile ] Priority (] SECRET

(JEFTO

[i] EKKXEX UNCLAS
Date 6/19/78

EM: JACKSON (62-544) (P)

|
[
I
|
|
|
|
|
I
|
(] Airtel ] Routine [] CONFIDENTIAL :
]
|
|
|
I
|
1

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY
ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RMD
BT
UNCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). BUDED:
JUNE 19, 1978.

RE FBTHQ TELETYPE, JUNE 14, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, TO
SELECTED FIELD OFFICES.

REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED INFORMATION CONCERNING
"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL'.

A REVIEW OF ELSUR AND GENERAL INDICES, JACKSON OFFICE,
HAS FAILED TO REVEAL FILES AND/OR REFERENCES UNDER THE NAME
"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRTAL COUNCIL'.

FOR FBIHQ INFORMATION, ABOVE SEARCH REVEALED SEVERAL

REFERENCES CONCERNING "SOUTHERN STATES UNDERGROUN'D'NEWSlPAPER ] o

PRESS CONFERENCE". "SOUTHERN STATES TELEPHONE INDUSTRY 9-'6

| bo - s74-af
A} - Jackson (62-54L) Searched
(‘J?AW /va . Serialized___ W
(l)TrﬁLﬁl”" Indexed

Filed.__()J¥a
W a s —W@L
ui
Approved: K/?){g/ - Transmitted 002 5?/// 7 Per
/- (Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539

H¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 35



FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) ‘ ‘
FBI

o

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION:

A Teletype [ Immediate ] TOP SECRET

[] Facsimile &1 Priority {1 SECRET

[ Airtel [ Routine [ CONFIDENTIAL
(JEFTO

&) EKKXRX UNCLAS
Date 6/19/78

[ S v mm e e o o e e s e e e e e e S S T G e e S e v e G et e G e M e o ——

FM JACKSON (62-5LL) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) PRIORITY
ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RMD
BT
UNCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA). BUDED:
JUNE 19, 1978.

RE FBIHQ TELETYPE, JUNE 14, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, TO
SELECTED FIELD OFFICES.

REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED INFORMATION CONCERNING
"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL".

A REVIEW OF ELSUR AND GENERAL INDICES, JACKSON OFFICE,
HAS FAILED TO REVEAL FILES AND/OR REFERENCES UNDER THE NAME
"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL".

FOR FBIHQ INFORMATION, ABOVE SEARCH REVEALED SEVERAL
REFERENCES CONCERNING "SOUTHERN STATES UNDERGROUND NEWSPAPER o

PRESS CONFERENCE". "SOUTHERN STATES TELEPHONE INDUSTRY 3'6

, bo - s¥4-a8

1 - Jackson (62-541) gea_n;hed . o
JAW/va erialized__

(1)]*,tﬁ"”’ Indexed
Filede_(JWa
LS aa -:A%L |
o
4
Approved: /{ /77%’ Transmitted 0@% d///J/ Per / /
A (Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539

EHW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 36
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FD-36 (Rev. 7-27-76) . ‘
s FBI

i
I
o :
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
] Teletype (] Immediate ] TOP SECRET :
(] Facsimile {J Priority {1 SECRET :
| (] Airtel ] Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL :
; (JEFTO !
] CLEAR i
| ]
| Date :
PAGE TWO JN 62-544 UNCLAS
1 LEADERS DELEGATION" AND "SOUTHERN STATES FOREST PRODUCTS
\
| INDUSTRY LEADERS TOUR"; HOWEVER, FROM INFORMATION AVATLABLE AT
|
THIS TIME, THERE IS NO INDICATION SAID REFERENCES ARE IDENTICAL
TO "SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL".
BT
Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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s i

JNO@G2 16921102

PP HQ

DE JU

P 192111Z JUN 78

M JACKSON (62-544) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (62-11729@) PRIORITY

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RMD
BT

UNCLAS

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSI NATIONS (HSCA). BUDED-:
JUNE 19, 1978.

RE FBIHQ TELETYPE, JUNE 14, 1578, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE, TO
SELECTED FIELD OFFICES,

REFERENCED TELETYPE REQUESTED I NFORMATION CONCER NI NG
"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL".

A REVIEW OF ELSUR AND GENERAL INDICES, JACKSON OFFICE,
HAS FAILED TO REVEAL FILES AND/OR REFERENCES UNDER THE NAME

"SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL™.
FOR FBIHQ INFORMATION, ABOVE SEARCH REVEALED SEVERAL

REFERENCES CONCERNING ™SOUTHERN STATES UNDERGROUND NEWSPAPER
PRESS CONFERENCE"™, "SOUTHERN STATES TELEPHONE INDUSTRY Gz§9

La-547-D36

Soarched

Berlalized AL NA— _~
Indexed Lk
Eg‘n:ax AN —
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PAGE TWO JN 62-544 UNCLAS

LEADERS DELEGATION® AND "SOUTHERN STATES FOREST PRODUCTS
INDUSTRY LEADERS TOUR™; HOWEVER, FROM I NFORMATION AVAILABLE AT
THIS TIME, THERE IS No INDICATION SAID REFERENCES ARE IDENTICAL
TO "SOUTHERN STATES INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL".

BT ‘

17620 18HQ |
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“Indices S¥arch Siip
FD-160 (Rev. 3-23-71)

TO: /‘;mp CLERK [ )
\"d

N

e/ 28

Date

Subfect Social Jecuritf Account #

Aliases
Address Birth Date Birthplac Race Sex
res place o Male
[JFemale
[Bxac! Spelling Main Criminal Case F‘n’es Only Eﬂestrict to Locality of
All References Criminal References Only m— /9 72
Main Subversive Case Files Only | Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References)
Subversive References Only ]Maln Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References)
Flle & Serial Number Remarks File & Serial Number Remarks

~

WJZ,Z@ //f/{‘&émﬂ/z’” » /, il 71 =727C

7 (el LDz Lo TS
Aippeln Lt Jracthew DebgZolo  s05= 6628
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AN

ard

&
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N

Requested by Squad

V% s A

Extension File Nov

70 | ba-swy FP2N

Searche , ',..ﬁzc::/ é ”/S“JL
L.

/ . (date)
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(date) u““
Reviewed by i
(date)
File Review Symbols
I - ldentical ? - Not identifiable
NI - Not identical U - Unavailable reference #G.P.O. 1972~471-961
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DE HQ @122 21610835
ZNR UUUUU
R 2820307 JUL 78 ,
" P4 DIRECTOR FBI (§2-117298) . o
U'?O'FB; JACKSON (62-544) ROUTI NE |
- a

UNCLAS

HOUSE ' SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATxéws (HS G453 BUDED AUGUST 4,
1978, - ™~ '
REBUTEL TO' JACKSON, MAY 24, 1978, JACKSOW TELETYPE TO
BUREAU, MAY 26, 1978, - |
HSC A IN ITS CONTINUING IMESTIGATION INTO THE ASSASSIHA-
TIONS OF JOHW F..KENNEDY AND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., REQUESTED
THAT THE THREE INFORMANTS REFERRED TO IN THE FOLLOWI NG séﬁiALs
BE CONTACTED AHD REQUESTED TO SUBMIT To INTERVIEW BY THE COl-
MITTE . |
//ERIAL 13 BUFILE 15?—1654-°S,JPAG¢ 18, PARAGRAPH 2. .
SERIAL 2: BUFILE 157-1654-23, PAGE 21, PARAGPAPA 3.

ey

SERIAL 3: BUFILE 157*1654—20, PAGt 25, PARAGRAPP 4.

| | (pl— S W~ 28
. . . ' ' SEARCH NDEXED~_—--— A
g e

JUL 29 1978

A= '\vl\fc'\l ' .
H I—— N J
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PAGE TWO DE HQ 4122 UNCLAS

. THE HSCA ALSO REQUESTED THAT THE BUREAU SOLICIT THESE
INFORMANTS TO EXE ECUTE A WAIVER OF RELEASE OF ALL THEIR HEAD-
QUARTERS AND FIELD OFFICE FILES.: |

THE ABOVE SERIAps ARE LOCATED IN JACKSOH REPORT OF SA
THOMAS E. BURG, DATED AUGUST 9, 1968,»AND‘CAPTIONED "SAM
HOLLOWAY BOWERS, JR., AKA, RI- -KLAN." THE JACKSON FILE . WUMBER
IS JN 157-18.,

INFORMATION IN ShnIAL REQUEST | WAS FUR&ISHED BY JN 184~ P,i

'BUFILE 17-733, JAbkggﬁngggg_gggjggg> OPERATED BETWEEN NOVEMBER,

1965, AND MARCH, 1973. -

I NFOR HATIOD IN SERIAL REQUESTS 2 AND 3 WAS FURNISHED BY

; J“ 348-R (PROB), BUFILE 17® 1563, uAbKSON FILE 178-459, OPERATED

——-r

BETWEEN AUGUST, 1967 AND APRIL, 1973. _

JN 346-R PER. 'REFERENCED JACKSOWN COMMUNICATION HAS ALREADY
DECLINED TO BE INTERVIEWED BY HSCA.

FBIHQ FILES CONTALN NO INFORMATION REGARDIIG CURRENT WHERE-
ABOUTS OF FORMER JN 184-R. |
 JACKSON LOCATE AND INTERVIEW FdRMtR §5»ia§;:>To DETER MI NE

IF HE HAS ANY OBJECTION TO HIS IDENTITY BEING DISCLOSED TO THE

HSCA AND IF HE WOULD BE WILLING TO BE INTERVIEWED BY A REPRE-

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 43
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- CERNING HIMSELF TO TH

. . ; ; o
¥ 3 . i ¥
s [ . g L [
¢ ¢ i 4 . £
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PAGE THREE DE HQ g122 UNCLAS

'SENTATIVE OF THE HSCA. INFORMANT, SHOULD BE TOLD THAT IF HE

AGREES TO DISCLOSURE; HE HAS NO GUARAWNTEES FROM THE FBI OR THE

_HSCA OF IMMUNITY OR CONFIDENTIALITY, THAT THE FBI IS NOT RESPON-

SIBLE. FOR WHAT RESULTING ACTION THE HSCA MAY TAKE; AND THAT TO

DATE THE FBI HAS NdT ADVISED THE HSCA OF~HIS FORMER I NFORMANT

"STATUS, AND THAT THE HSCA MAY HAVE INFORMANT 'S IDENTITY BASED -

O A REVIEW OF THE FBI'S ASSASSINATION IWESTIGATION FILE.

IF INFORMANT IS AGREEABLE TO DISCLOSURE, A WITNESSED,
SIGNED WAIVER SHOULD BE OBTALNED, WORDED SO AS T0 AUTHORIZE THE
FB I TO.RELEASE ARY AND ALL FILES (FBI AND FIELD OFFICE) CON-

=1

HSCA, INCLUDING THOSE RECORDS PERTAI NI NG

TO ANY CONFIDENTIAL RELATIQONSHIP THEY MAY HAVE HAD WITH THE FBI.

IF INFORMANT DESIRES HIS IDENTITY NOT BE DISCLOSED, HE
SHOULD BE TOLD THAT THE FBI WILL DO ALL IN ITS POWER TO PROTECT
HIS IDENTITY; HOWEVER, HIS FILE COULD BE SUBJECT TO CONGRES-

SIONAL SUBPOENA,

‘JACKSON SUTEL TO FBIHQ, CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY URIT , RECORDS
MANAGEMENT DIVISION, RESULTS OF CONTACT WITH INFORMAKNT AKD
FORWARD WAIVER, IF OBTAINED, BY SEPARATE COMMUNICATION. IF

I NFORMANT 'HAS RELOCATED, SET FORTH APPROPRIATE LEADS TO EFFECT

{
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INTERVIEW . -
BT
G122

NNNN2g 1 1040

26110487 N 2,
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AR JN
DEHE . Bi22 2181835
Z R ULWuu ’
H DEEUIET JULTS
Fbi DIRECTIOR FBI  (62-1172%53) e , o
. \ g - - : : . . . . E

0 FBI JACKSON (62-544).ROUTISE , ~ . N

I=]

REBUTEL TO JAT KJOF May 24, 1378, JACKZON TELETYPE 70 . .

BUREAYU, MAY 28, 1978, |
| _ HSC A I8 ITS CONTIWWING - ﬂvrsTIaAWﬁoﬁ IHIO THE AS u;qsxaﬁm’v L
TIONS GF‘JoHﬁ Fo. &bﬁﬁ“DY'A@E‘Méﬁilw LUTHER - szﬁ,,dﬂ;;;ﬁ Q *ﬁff? |

THAT THE TH

e

). ALD ﬁh@u‘ STED To HUM*T To- ;ﬁ%zﬁvzﬁw BY THE CoM~ ./ 0

4
-
=
P
3
g‘..j
s
—

o SERIAL 13 BUFILE 157~1654-23, PAGE 18, PARAGRAFH 2%
: (SERIAL 23 BUFILE 157-1634-23, PAGE 21, PARAGRAPH 3,
'SERIAL 3: BUFILE 157-1654-23, PAGE 25, PARAGRAPH 44

< ’ N : o ; , "-‘”V“FD | INDEXED
T 0 T Obe|

A g JUL2a1978

' & "__;.__..__ _____ LG ¥
™ ‘ A !
————————— T -
’ ‘.?7— ) ;
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Zuk QUbLY

8 AGRLBOL JUL T2

i DIRLCTOR F2l (G2~117293

TG FBI JACKSDEH

ST

USBCLAS

AOUSE SELECT

187G
REBUTEL TO JAaCKSGi, {IaY

S U

A T4 ITE CONTIWUIRG

Fo

2".‘.” 19?59 d
UREAM, LAY 23, 1S
H3G LIWESTIGATL

TIOUS OF JOHA Kipue

THAT THE

SL CONTACTED ALD LECUESTED T0 3UBHIT To
HITTER:

SLRLAL Ls BUF?LM 157~1654-25¢ PAGE

ShnIALl Zs BUFILE

[y

SERIAL 33
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DY AL WARTIN LUTHER

THREE IWFORuANLTS REFERNES T0 I

57185423, PEGE
BUFILE 157-1654=03, PAGE

(K3GRy; BUDED AUGIST 4,

Ou ILTO THE AS3ASSIdA~

uL Jh w3 f TL:}

THE FOLLOWI SERIALY
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« PAGE TUWO DE HR 122 UuCLA2S

SCH ALSO RIQUEBTED THAT THE BUREAD SOLICIT TafSE

Hi
IGFORITALYS TO EXECUTE A VAIVER OF RELERSE OF &LL THEIR HE4R-~

2l

=4
o

CUARTERS ALD FIELD OFFICE FILEw

THE £BOVE 3JERIALS ARE LQCATEID I JACRSGL REPOKT OF Ha

THOMAS E. BUHAG, DATED AUQUST S, 19GE Aln CAPTIOLED "ol
3 3
THL Jacusal FLLE UHIEER

LI

EOLLOYAY BOVERS, dies Rkf, RO=ILAG,"
IS J8 157~18,

LLFORMATION I6 SERIAL REGDEST 1 U
BUFILE [7-733, JACHSCGN FILE 170-279,
165, ALD UARGH, 1973,

LUFOR GATION 10 SERIAL REGUESTS o A & UAS

W

Ji d4g-R (FROGD, B UFLLLE 172-1345, JQLKSOL FILE 175-459, QPERATED

FURDYISHED &Y

BETUEEN AUGLST, 1967 Ao AFRIL, 1973.

JH 342~k PER REFERENCED JACKSG G COIRIUNICATION HATD ALREADY

35 i
DECLIEED T0 BE IVIERVIEVWED BY HSChA.

FRLHD FILES CONTALR HQ INFORUATION NESARDING CURRELT WHER
£BOUTE OF FORMER JR 1B84-Rl.

JECRI0H LOCATE 4D IUTERVIEU FORULR JO 184-0L 10 HLTRR N

IF KC HAS ALY OBJEGTION TO HIS IBENTITY BEIHS DISCLOSEL T0 THE

HOCA a¥y IF HE YOULD BE DILLING T0 DE I TERVIZUER BY A REPRL-

- H¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 49 °
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PASE THLET DE Ho Ziee UBGLAS
SEUTATIVE OF THE HSCA. INFORUANUT 3HOULD BE IGLD THAT IF HE

AGREES 10 DISCLOSURE, HE HAS U0 QUARANIEET FRO THI F31 Ok THE
»

HSGA OF DEWUEGITY OR COUFILEUTIALITY, THAT ¥HE Fil I8 10T REGPOim
SIDLE FAR GHAT RESULTIAR ACTION THD HSCA U4Y TANDy Ao THAT To
DATE THE FLI K& JOT ADVISED THE H5CA OF IS FOLGER IUFORLALT
STATUS, ALD THAT THE HSCA 1IAY HAVE IRTORNARI™S IDENTITY 2ASEv
O¢ 4 REVIEY OF THE FBL'S ASSASFIFQTION IIYESTIRATION FILE,
IF LuFORUANT IS AGRCEABLE 10 DIZCLOIURE, A VITULSSID,
516 WED YAIVE: SHOULD DE ODTALESD, UDSDEL 56 A3 10 AUTHORILZI
1 T0 RELEASE ANY ALD BLL FILLE (FI A FIELY OFFICE) €O
CERLING HIWSILF 70 THE HSCA, ISCLUDLINEG THOSE nUCCHBS PIRTAIN U3
TO ANY COUFIDENTIAL RELATIOUSHIF THEY HaY JAVE HAD UITH THE PRI,
IF IUFORAANT DESIGES KIS IDENTITY 0T BE PISCLOSED , KE
BUOULD BE TOLD THAT THE FRI BILL 90 aLL @i ITS POUEL T0 PLOTECT
HIS IDZWEITYs HOUVELER, HIsS FIQ; GOULD BI HURJ 7
BIOUAL SUBPOE |
JACAEON BUTEL TO FBIHO, COGGRESSIONMGL ICCUIRY UMIT, ROCORDS
HATAREULHET DIVISION, RESULTS OF CONTAGT UITH IUVOLIANT A
FORUALD VAIVEE, IF CETAL.LD, LY SEPARATE COiNign

X
LEFORIANT Has RELOCATED , SET FORTH MPPROPEIATYE LELRS Yo NEFECT
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JNOGB3 214 B715Z

RR HQ

DEE Ji

R 01 230 AUG 78

Ft1 JACKSON (62-544) @)

TO DIRECTOR FBI (62-117298) ROUTINE
ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT s RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION

BT
UNCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA)3; BUDED 3

AUGUST 4, 1978.
RE DIRECTOR TELETYPE JULY 28, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE,
REVIEW OF DEATH RECORDS, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, AUGUST 1, 1978,

REFLECTS FORMER JN 184-R NOW DECEASED .
BT

/. / /97/?
é 25 ‘/9/
Searchem
Serialize
A
File :

€




FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77) 2 .
} FBI

|

|

|

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: E
[X] Teletype (] Immediate [ TOP SECRET :
[ Facsimile [ Priority [ SECRET :
(] A Routine [ CONFIDENTIAL !
[JEFTO :

&1 CLEAR |

0 O 3 Date 8-1-78 E

[ . e - e e e S e G —— — et 4 M em G e S e S bee S — e e G- — G et e s S G S o

FM JACKSON (62-544) (P)
TO DIRECTOR FBI (62-117290) ROUTINE
ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT DIVISION
BT
UNCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA); BUDED:
AUGUST 4, 1978.
RE DIRECTOR TELETYPE JULY 28, 1978, CAPTIONED AS ABOVE.
REVIEW OF DEATH RECORDS, STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, AUGUST 1, 1978,
REFLECTS FORMER JN184-R NOW DECEASED.
BT

b5 Hf2G
~ Searched-::jﬂ:
o Seﬁig/’ﬂ

fAW/kbn fndexs 2
(135,“‘ File

A

Ll

——

Approved: /{/Lzléé Transmitted Q\?)/ (D\ \\() /-\O Per Q\\;j

“(Nurfiber) (Time) FB1/D0J
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TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

HW 55186

. .r

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

SAC, JACKSON DATE: 8/18/78

SPC, KELLY R. HUGHES

BILL WILSON,
INFO CONCERNING

MR. WILLTIAM D. GLADEN, RT. 1, BOX 205H3, OCEANS
SPRINGS, MISS. PH #875-3518, telephonically contacted
this office at 1:i15 A.M. instant date to furnish the
following info:

On 8/17/78 at 11:45 P.M. he was telephonically
contacted by BILL WILSON,. W/M, 46 years of age,an
employee of his, who requested to meet with he and his
wife. MR. GLADEN met with WILSON - at a card and gift
shop owned by him in Oceans Springs, Ms.

MR. WILSON told MR. & MRS. GLADEN about how he
killed MARTIN LUTHER KING. WILSON went into one hour
of details of the plan to kill KING.

MR. GLADEN advised that he rented part of his
shop to WILSON in July 1978 to operate a watch repair
service. WILSON told the GLADEN'S he was sorry for the
expense he caused them in setting up his watch repair
business but he had to get this off his chest. He
stated that.the sheriff from Memphis, Tenn. was the
only person he would surrender to and that this Memphis,
Tenn, sheriff was to meet him at the Holiday Inn, Biloxi,
Miss. morning of 8/18/78.

MR. GLADEN said WILSON . %8 a very intelligent man

and although he was drinking at time of meeting he thinks
WILSON is serious about the murder of KING.

G2- S~ 30
ow O

JepEe -
¢¥tlj’, i ;

WH 1y m\/

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan FBI/DOJ

KRH
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

M d . FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
TO ! SAC, JACKSON :  DATE: 8/18/78
FROM
SPC, KELLY R. HUGHES
SUBJECT:

BILL WILSON,
INFO ‘CONCERNING

MR. WILLIAM D. GLADEN, RT. 1, BOX 205H3, OCEANS
SPRINGS, MISS. PH #875-3518, telephonically contacted
this office at 1:15 A.M. instant date to furnish the
following info:

On 8/17/78 at 11:45 P.M. he was telephonically
contacted by BILL WILSON,. W/M, 46 years of age,an
employee of his, who requested to meet with he and his
wife. MR. GLADEN met with WILSON at a card and gift
shop owned by him in Oceans Springs, Ms.

MR. WILSON told MR. & MRS. GLADEN about how he
killed MARTIN LUTHER KING. WILSON went into one hour
of details of the plan to kill KING.

MR. GLADEN advised, that he rented part of his
‘shop to WILSON in July 1978 to operate a watch repair
service. WILSON told the GLADEN'S he was sorry for the
expense he caused them in setting up his watch repair
business but he had to get this off his chest. He
stated that.the sheriff from Memphis, Tenn. was the
only person he would surrender to and that this Memphis,
Tenn, sheriff was to meet him at the Holilday Inn, Biloxi,
Miss. morning of 8/18/78.

MR. GLADEN said WILSON - is a very intelligent man
and although he was drinking at time of meeting he thinks
WILSON is serious about the murder of KING.

KRH Gb2-5YY-3D
| ow Dl

Wb
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FD,*2 (Rev. 3-24-77)
Lo FBI

i
I
|
“ TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
X Teletype Immediate [J TOP SECRET ll
] Facsimile [ Priority ) [ SECRET }
O ] Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL |
[EFTO }
% CLEAR \
8-18-78 I
Date !

e 5 e it St e e e £ S

FM JACKSON (62-544)
TO DIRECTOR (62-117290) IMMEDIATE

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT, RECORDS MANAGEMENT
DIVISION

MEMPHIS IMMEDIATE
BT
UNCLAS
HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS (HSCA).
RE JACKSON TELEPHONE CALL TO FBI HQ, AUGUST 18, 1978.
ON AUGUST 18, 1978, 1:15 A.M., MR. WILLIAM 2 GLADEN,
ROUTE 1, POST OFFICE BOX 205H3, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI,

TELEPHONE NUMBER 875-—3518, TELEPHONICALLY _CONTACTED
THE JACKSON FBI OFFICE AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION:

ON AUGUST 17, 1978, 11:45 P.M., GLADEN WAS TELEPHONICALLY
CONTACTED BY _BI:LL WILSON, WHITE MALE, 46 YEARS OF AGE,
EMPLOYEE OF GLADEN, WHO REQUESTED TO MEET WITH GLADEN 3/

Seprehe P
: 3»’%"&;’;1’52@%
st w
1)~ Jackson il I ;
@w)vkbn i d §v
(1
A Wals

4 l\l v

| Approved: / "7/ Z ‘46 Transmitted %m b/e ~ /( é g Z Per %
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FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77)
FBI

i

i

|

* TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
] Teletype (] Immediate [ TOP SECRET }
[ Facsimile [ Priority 1 SECRET :
[ Routine [ CONFIDENTIAL :

(OEFTO {

] CLEAR |

Date S

PAGE TWO JN 62-544 UNCLAS

AND WIFE. GLADEN AND WIFE MET WILSON AT A CARD AND GIFT

SHOP OWNED BY GLADEN IN OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI.
WILSON ADVISED MR. AND MRS. GLADEN ABOUT HOW HE
KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING. FOR AN HOUR WILSON PROVIDED
DETAILS CONCERNING THE PLAN TO KILL KING.
GLADEN ADVISED THAT HE RENTED PART OF HIS SHOP TO

WILSON IN JULY, 1978, TO OPERATE A WATCH REPAIR SERVICE.

WILSON TOLD THE GLADENS HE WAS SORRY FOR THE EXPENSES
HE CAUSED THEM IN SETTING UP HIS WATCH REFPAIR BUSINESS
BUT HE HAD TO GET THIS OFF OF HIS CHEST. HE STATED
THAT THE SHERIFF FROM MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WAS THE ONLY
PERSON HE WOULD SURRENDER TO AND THAT MEMPHIS,
TENNESSEE, SHERIFF WAS TO MEET HIM AT THE HOLIDAY INN,
BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI, MORNING OF AUGUST 18, 1978.
GLADEN ADVISED THAT WILSON IS A VERY INTELLIGENT

MAN AND ALTHOUGH HE WAS DRINKING AT THE TIME THE MEETING
TOOK PLACE, HE THINKS WILSON IS SERIOUS ABOUT THE MURDER

OF KING.
LHM FOLLOWS.
BASED ON DESCRIPTIVE DATA AVAILABLE, THE NAME BILL

—— e e e e M — mu e (Mt e s mas S Gwe S
(e e —— e —— e s o St e - — v . o — e St - —— e S Sm e S

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time)
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FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77)
r‘ FBI

I
I
~ |
“ TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
[ Teletype ] Immediate ] TOP SECRET II
(] Facsimile ] Priority [} SECRET :
(I [] Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL |
CEFTO :
[ CLEAR l
I
. Date :
[ PAGE THREE JN 62-54l UNCLAS
WILSON NOT IDENTIFIABLE THROUGH JACKSON QOFFICE INDICES.
BT
Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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Ji0 551 2381650 R
00 Ha | - '

DE JW o L . |

o 1886362 AUG 78 ' o N ,\

F ‘ ‘

=y

1 JACKSOK (62-544) |
TO DIRECTOR (62- 117298) lMMFDIAIE o ‘ - o
ATTENTION COMGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UVIT, RECORDS MANAGEME iT
DIVISION | |
MEMPHIS IMMEDIATE o R ., -
BT : . L , | L ’ \
UNCLAS B .
HOUSE SELECT COUMITTZE ON ASSASSIQATIONS'(HSCA).

RE JACKSOH TELEPHONE CALL T0 FBI'Ha, AUGUST 18, 1978,

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, 1:15 A, Me, MR WIILIAMQi. GLADEW,
" ROUTE L, POST OFFICE BOX 235H3, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI,
TELEPHONE WUMBER §75-3518, TELEPHONICALLY' CONTACTED
THE JACKSON FBI OFFICE AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING
LHFORMATION: |

0 AUGUST 17,‘.1‘975‘, 11345 P.M., GLADEN YAS TELEPHONICALLY 3)
CONTACTED BY-BILL WILSOMN, WHITE MALE, 46 YEARS OF Aeh,bl.gqq_@

~e(rrhe

EMPLOYEE OF GLADEN, WHO REQUESTED TO MEET WITH GLADE i °-
~ Indexe ey
S —, ) |




- PAGE TWO JI 62-544 UNCLAS
AND WIFE. GLADEN AND WIFE4MEf WILSON AT & CARD AND GIFT
SHOP OWHED BY GLAbEN IN OCEAN SPRINGS,'miSSIssLPPI.

WILSON ADVISED MR. AND MRS. GLADEN ABOUT HOW HE
KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING., FOR AN HOUR WILSOW PEOVIDED,
DETAILS COHCERWING THE PLAW TO KILL KIWG.

GLADE ADQISED THAT HE RENTED PART OF HIS SHOP TO
WILSON [d JULY 31978, TO QPERATE A‘wATCH REPAIR SERVICE.

YILSON TOLD THE GLADENS HE WAS SORRY FOR THE EXPENSES
HE CAUSED THEM IN SETTING UP HIS WATCH REPAIR BUSI@ESS,
BUT 'HE HAD TO GET THIS OFF OF HIS CHEST. HE STATEb
THAT THE thIPF FROV MtﬂPHIa, IEﬁNESSEE, WAS THE ONLY
'PERSON HE MOULD SURRENDER TO Amﬁ THAT MEWPHIS, ‘
- TENNESSEE, SHERIFF WAS TO MEET HIM AT THE HOLIDAY iwm,"
BILOXI; MISSISSIP PI, MORNI&G OF AUGUST 18, 1978.

GLADEN ADVISED THAT WILSOW IS A VERY INTELLIGtNL
MAN AND ALTHOUGH HE WAS DEiNKI&G AT THE TIME THE HEETING
TOOK PLACE, HE THIWNKS WILSON 15 SERIOUS ABOUT THE (URDER
OF KING.

LHM FOLLOUS.

BASED QN'DESCRIPTiVE DATA AVAILABﬁE,‘THE NAME BILL
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\

WILSON HOT IDENTIFIABLE THROUGH JACKSON OFFICE IWDICES.
BT .

~

7

. p3gLEUST HT 1)

r —— —— D o
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Ri HEWPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) (P) | ' |
'TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) TMMEDIATE
JACKSON TMMEDIATE
SAN ANTONIO IMMEDIATE
BT
UNCLAS E F To
ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UWIT, ROOM 8988,_JEH BUILDING..
MURKI N, N -
ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GEﬁE‘BARKSbALE, SHERIFF,FSHELBY COUNTY
SHERIFF'S OFFICE, WEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, FUR IS HED FOLLOWI\GoI
AT APPROXINATELY 9315 PM ON AUGUST 17, 1978, Al INDIVIDUAL |

WHO IDENTIFIED HIF*JSELF AS BURGESS AUDIE \lIILSOmgTELEPPIO NI CALLY

CONTACTED SHERIFF BARKSDALE AT THE SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S e
OFFICE SUB-STATION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE., WILSON FURNISHED SHERIFFC;2227
BARKSDALE BACKSROUND 1HFORMATION REGARDING.BARKSDALE AND I WFOR-

MATION REGARDING PERSONS KOWN To BARKSDALE AS MEMBERS OR FORMER -
MEMBERS OF THE TEWNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT WEHPHIS,

~

SEAQCHFD R -
SERIALIZE 0 w' -
- pie 17 1978

A4
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INFORMATION REGARDING PLACES AND TRIPS HE HAD HADE WITH BARKSDALE
WHICH INDICATED THAT WILSON WAS ALSO A MEMBER OF THE TE NNESSEE
AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, | |

~ WILSOW INFORMED BARKSDALE HE HAD COMMITTED A FAMOUS CRIME -

' THAT HE WAS THE MAN WHO KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. |
HE RELATED THAT HE WAS THE TRIGGER MAN AfD UAS STANDING ABOUT 65
FEET FROM DR. KING IN A POSITION BELOW THE BALCONY WHERE DR. KING

'WAS STANDING. ABOUT THREE DAYS PRIOR TO THE DEATH OF DR. KING

 WILSON'S DAUGHTER, WHOSE IDENTITY HE DECLI WED T0 FURNISH, DROVE
A UHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TO MEUPHIS,
TENNESSEE. HE YOULD FURNISH NO IWFORMATION REGARDI NG THE
STORAGE OR USE OF THIS WHITE MUSTANG AFTER THE MUSTANG REACHED
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. HE DECLINED TO FURNISH ANY INFORMATION

'REGARDIKG THE CIRCUQSTANCES'AND THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE
KILLING OF DR. KING OTHER THAN NOTED ABOVE, BUT STATED THAT
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY JAMES EARL RAY IS ACCURATE.

/ WILSON REQUESTED THAT SHERIFF BARKSDALE MEET HINM AT THE
HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT,'MISSXSSIPPI5 AT 9: 3@ AlM, AUGUST 20,
1978, . BARKSDALE WAS INSTRUCTED T0 ENTER THE DIMNI NG ROOM AT THE

HOLIDAY INN WITHOUT A COAT AND THAT WILSON WOULD SURRENDER TO
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HIM THERE. HE INSISTED THAT EARKSDALE BE ALONE, THAT HE NOT
BE' WISTREATED AFTER HE SURREWDERED AND THAT BARKSDALE NOT
INFORM THE FBI, AND IF BETRAYED, HE WOULD NOT SURRENDER.
(VILSOW DECLINED TO FURNISH BARKSDALE HIS LOCATzoﬁ; BUT BARKSDALE
BELIEVED THAT IT WAS A LONG DISTANCE TELEPHOWE CALL.
AT APPROXIMATELY 11:45 PH, WILSON AGAIN TELEPHONICALLY
CONTACTED BARKSDALE AND FURNISHED THE FOLLOVING I NFORMATIOG:
HE HAD A QLEAR CONSCIENCE, HAD TALKED WITH HIS FAMILY,
AND WAS READY TO COWFESS TO SHERIFF BARKSDALE ALONE. HE AGAIN
REQUESTED SHERIFF BARKSDALE T0 WEET HIM AT THE HOLIDAY INN N
GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, AT:9°3® A, AUGUST 18, 1975 Iil THE
DI NI G ROOM WITHOUT HIS COAT ON AND ALONE. SHERIFF BARKSDALE
POIKTED OUT TO HIM THAT HE, BARKSDALE, WOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY |
MEETING HIM AT‘GULFPORT AT THE APPOINTED TIME AN REQUESTED
THAT THEY ARRAIGE A MEETE%G AT JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. WILSOM
COUNTERED BY I NFORMI NG BARKSDALE THAT BARKSDALE WAS A PILOT |
AND HAD ACCESS TO AIRCRAFT AND THAT HE COULD OBTAIN A PLANE ARD
REACH GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI 1§ A RELATIVELY SHORT PERIOD oF -
TIME. WILSOH ABSOLUTELY DECLINED TO MEET WITH BARKSDALE IN
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. DURING THIS COM/ERSATION, WILSGH I NFORMED

BARKSDALE THAT HE WAS THEW IV NEW ORLEAKS, LOUISIANA, AND THAT
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PAGE FOUR ME 44-1987-SUB M E F T 0
HE COULD REACH'GUL?POﬁi, MISSISSIPPI LN ABOUT ONE AMD ONE HALF ~
HOURS , - | | | |

* AT APPROX ﬁpTELY 9:45 plf, AUGUST 18, 1978, REVEREND‘NOE‘
FANWOW, PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CAIHOLIC CHUPC H, OCEAN SPRINGS,
ﬂISSISSIPPI TELEPHONE WUMBER 875—@654 TELEPHONICALLY CONTALT&D |
bnE?lrr BARKSDALE AND FURNISHED THE. FOLLOWLNG INFOHPATION

CREVEREND FANNON WAS. IN A CAFE ‘1N QCEAV SPRIDEJ, 11SSISSIPPI
on TH?‘WORNING OF AUGUST ié, 1978, HAVING BREAKFAST. BURGESS
UILSOh APPROACHED HINM AKD RELATLD lNFORmATION INDICATING HE,
WILSOW, 'HAD. SHOT DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., IN MEMPHIS,
/TENNESSEE In APRIL OF 1968. HE INFOP!ED REVEREND FANNON THAT
HE WAS TO MEET SHERIFF BAPKDDALn AT THE HOLIDAY 1NN, GULFPORT,
HISQISSIPPI, AND REQUESTED REVuREND IA\NON TO FOLLOW HIM TO THE

HOLIDAY INN. - - ,
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WILSON ALSO TALKED WITH QHERIFF BARKSDALE O THIS 0CCASTON
AND ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING THE FAILURE OF SPFRIIF 3ARKSDALE
T MEET WITH HIM AT 9:39 AN ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AS HE HAD
PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED. SHERIFF BARKSDALE I NFORMED szsom THAT HE .
HAD BEEN O DUTY ALL NIGHT IN CONNECTION WITH THE STRIKE
IWOLVING THE thlesnPoﬂicE DEPARTHENT, AND HAD, NOT BEEW ABLE
TO ARRANGE MATTERS SO THAT HE COULD WEET WITH HIM. BARKSDALE
INFORMED WILSON THAT HE WOULD ATTEMPT'TO ARRANGE A MEETI iiG
WITH HIM. WILSOH INFORMED BARKSDALE THAT'HE WOULD STAY 1N THE
VICIWITY OF THE HOLIDAY INH, GULFPORT, ANJ WOULD CONTACT THE
DESK' CLERK AT THE HOLIDAY INN PERIODICALLY I ORDER FOR
BARKSDALE TO ARRANGE TO MEET WITH HIM. WILSON FUR NISHED
BARKSDALE TELEZPHONE NUMBER 661-864-4315 AS THE TELEPHoNE NUHBER
QF'A HOLIDAY IdN HE YOULD PERIODICALLY CONTACT ..
'BARKSDALE REPORTED THAT WILSON APPEARED TO BE COHEREKT
AWD THIS THFORMATION WAS ALSO FUR NISHED TO B AR KSDALE BY REVEREMD
'FAhNOI |
| ' BARKSDALE FURNISHED INFORMATION OBTALNED FROM fHE.BUREAU
or IDEviITICATIOU SHELBY ‘COUNTY SHEPIFF'° OFFICE, fﬁJICATING
THAT bURbtoS AUDIE WILSOW, FBI HUMBER 879 421 E, WAS ARRESTED
AT_THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF"S OFFICE ON MAY 14, 1964,

BY THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTHEWT OR (1AY 26, 1964,.AND BY THE
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFLCE O MAY 27, 1964 AND IARCH 24,
1965,;w1TH RESIDENCE AT 3612 COVIKGTOW PIKE, WEMPHIS, WILSON
WAS ARRESTED BY THE BEXAR C OUNTY, TEXAS AUTHORITIES oW JUNE 2,
1972 FOR ¢0MTEMPI OF COURT DRAWING OUT OF THE CHILD SUPPORT -
QUESTIONED IH BEXAR COUNTY. AT THE TIME WILSON RESIDED AT 1585
WEST CANYOW LAKE DRIVE, CANYOW LAKE, TEXAS. HIS EMPLOYHENT

WAS SHOWW AS A JEWELER. | | :

THE FBI FINGERPRINT RECORD INDICATES THAT WILSON IS KNOWN

AS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON //JR. HE IS A WHITE MALE BORWN AUGUST 28,

D S FETTIHR LYo,

1931, AT FULTOW, MIISSIPPI, 5'1g" TALL, 155 POUNDS, BROWN
'EYES AND BROWN HAIR. WHEN ARRESTED IN/HAY OF 1964, HE RESIDED
AT 3295 RUSKIN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. |
DURING -CONVERSATION WITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE, WILSON INDICATED

HE HAS A FATHER-IQ-LAW, VERNON HOOTEN, WHO RESIDES AT 34955
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PUSKI“ ROAD , MEWPHIS, TELEPHONE NUMBER 386-4628, AND THAT
HIS FATHER WAS FORMERLY PASTOR AT THE HOLLYUOOD BAPTIST CHURCH,
CHELSEA AND HOLLYWOOD AVENUES, WMEMPHIS, AND AT THE CENTRAL
BAPTIST CHURCH, GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI \ i

ADMINISTRATIVE: RE NMEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALLS TO\BUREAU
SUPERVISOR DREW CLARK, AUGUST 18, 1978, SUCOP

MEMPHIS INDICES AND FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.,
WAS ELIMINATED 4S A\SUSPECT IN AN 87 MATTER IWVOLVING THE
TRANSPORTATION OF JEwéLRY Li 1973. AT THE TIME, IT |
WAS DETERMINED HE HAD BEEN IN BUSINESS -AS THE NORTH STAR DIAmoﬁD
CIRCLE, VALLEY HILL MALL, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, FROM EARLY 1971
TO MIDDLE 1971. o |

JACKSON AT JACKSON, HISSISSIPPI, WILL CAUSE A REVIEW OF,
R ECORDS AT LOGICAL POLICE AGéNCIEs REGARDI WG BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,
JR., FBI.WUMBER 879-421 E. ‘ |

SAN ANTONIO AT BEXAR, TEKAS, WILL REVIEY APPROPRIATE RECORDS
RE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., NOTING HE
WAS BOOKED AT BEXAR COUNTY JAIL.JUNE 19, 1972, FOR COMNTEMPT OF
COURT GROWIWG OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT QUESTION IN BEXAR chNTY,'
BT | |
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TO DIKECTOR (44~38661) IHMEDIATE
JACKSON LMIEDIATE
SAl ANTONIO INNEDIATE
BT
UNCLAS EF T 0
ATTE CONGRESSIONAL INGUIRIES UHIT, ROOH 6988, JEH BUILDING.

Ol AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY
SMERIFF'S OFFICE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, FURNISHED FOLLOWING:

AT APPROXIVATELY 9:{5 P4 O AUGUST 17, 1978, Al IIDIVIDUAL

VHO IDEWTIFIED HIUSELF AS BURGESS AUDIE UILSQN TELEPHORI CALLY @
CONTACTED SHERIFF BARKSDALE AT THE SHE COUNTY SHERIFF'S

DFFICE SU3-STATION, [EOPHIS, TEHUESSEE. (’!ILS’ON FURNISHED SHERIFF
BARHSDALE BACKGROUND INFORHMATION REGARDI!G BARKSDALE ALD I iFOR-
GATION REGARDIKG PERSONS KUOUN TO BARKSDALE A5 MEMBERS OR FORMER
HEMGERS OF THE TENKESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD ULIT AT HE HPhIS 4— 3?"

I¥ UHICH BA%aSDALl’L HAS BEEN ACTIVE FOR 26 YEAR3. WILS Dw EELAiED
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INFORHMATION REGARDIKG PLACES ALD TRIPS HE HAD MADE UITH BARKSDALE
WHICH INDICATED THAT WILSO! WAS ALSO A HEGBER OF THE TESNESSEE
AIR NATIOUAL GUARD UNIT AT HEHPHIS,

Wlﬁéﬁﬂ INFORMED BARKSDALE HE HAD COIBIIITED A FANMOUS CRIME=~
THAT HE WAS THE {IAH WHO KILLED DR. HARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

HE RELATED THAT HE VAS THE TRIGGER UAN AND WAS STAKDING ﬁéOUT 65
FEET FRON DR, KIHG IN A POSITION BELOVW THE BALCONY WHERE DR. KIKG
UAS STAKDING. ABOUT THREE DAYS PRIOR TO THE DEATH OF DR. KIlG
WILSON'S DAUGHTER, WHOSE IDERTITY HE DECLIKED TO FURNISH, DROVE
A YHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSQURI, TO MEWPHIS,
TENUESSEE. HE WOULD FURUISH KO INFORMATION REGARDIKG THE
STORAGE OR USE OF THIS WﬂITE MUSTANG AFTER THE MUSTARG REACHED
UEMPHIS, TEUNESSEE, HE DECLINED TO FURNISH AKY INFORMATION
ZGARDIIG THE CIRCUMSTANCES AKD THE EVERTS LEADING UP TO THE
KILLIUG OF DR KI!G OTHER THAN KOTED ABQOVE, BUT STATED THAT
INFORMATION FURNISHED BY JAIIES EARL RAY IS ACCURATE,

WILSOYN REQUESTED THAT SHERIFF BARKSDALE HEET HI{f1 AT THE
HOLIDAY Ilid, GULFPORT, VIISSISSIPPI, AT 93 38 All, AUGUST 28, '
1876, BARKSDALE UAS INSTRUCTED TO0 ENIER THE DIUNL LG ROOM AT THE
HOLIDAY ING UITHOUT A COAT ARD THAT WILSOH WOULD SURREDER TO
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HIW THERE. HE INSISTED THAT BARKSDALE BE ALOHE, THAT HE 0T
BE MISTREATED AFTER HE SURREGDERED AWD THAT BARKSDALE 10T
INFORM THE FBI, AND IF BETRAYED, HE UOULD NOT SURRELDER.
YILSON DECLINED To FURNISH BARKSDALE HIS LOCATION, BUT BARKSDALE
BELIEVED THAT IT UAS A LONG DISTANCE TELEPHOUE CALLL
AT APPROKIMATELY 11:45 Pil, WILSO! AGAIN TELEPHOKICALLY
CONTACTED BARKSDALE AND FURHISHED THE FOLLOVWING I NFORWATION:
HE HAD A CLEAR COUSCIENGE, HAD TALKED WITH HIS FaMILY,
AKD WAS READY TO CONFESS TO SHERIFF BARKSDALE ALONE. HE AGAIN
REQUESTED SHERLFF BARKSDALE T0 WEET I AT THE HOLIDAY L&t I
GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI, AT 9330 AW, AUGUST 18, 1978 Iil THE
DINI ta ROOM WITHOUT HIS COAT OH AND ALONE, SHERIFF BARKSDALE
POILTED OUT f0 HIN THAT HE, BARKSDALE, YOULD HAVE DIFFICULTY
WEETIUG HIHl AT GULFPORT AT THE APPOINTED TIME A!D REQUESTED
THAT THEY ARRAIGE' A MEETING AT JAGKSON, MISSISSIPPI. WILSOG
CQUNTERED BY IUFORMIG BARKSDALE THAT BARKSDALE WAS A PILOT
AND HAD ACCESS TO AIRCRAFT AND THAT HE COULD CSTAIN A PLANE AHD
© REAGH GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPL IN A RELATIVELY SKORT PERICD OF
TIME. © YILSON ASSOLUTELY DECLINED TO MEET WITH BARKSDALE 10
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI. DURIKG THIS CONYERSATION, VILSON I NFORMED
BARKSDALE THAT HE UAS THEN I¥ NEY ORLEALS, LOUISIAMA, AID THAT
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KE COULD\REAGHEGULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI Il ABOUT OME AlD OUE HALF
HOURS ..

AT APPROXIMATELY 9:45 AM, AUGUST 18, 1978, REVEREND KOEL
FABUOY, PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURC M, OCEAN SPRIIGS,
HISSISSIPPL, TELEPHONE HUMBER 875-0654, TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED

. SHERIFF BARKSDALE AUD FURHISHED THE FOLLOUIGG INFORHATION:

REVEREND FANHON UAS IN A CAFE IN OCEAN SPRIIGS, MISSISSIPPI
Ol THE MORUILG OF AUGUST 18, 1978, HAVItG BREAKFAST., BURGESS
ILSOU APPROACHED HIM ARD RELATED INFORMATION INDICATING HE,
uiLsoﬁ, HAD SHOT DR, MARTIY LUTHER KING, JRs, LN MEMPHIS,

TENNESSEE IN APRIL OF 1968, ' HE INFORMED REVERED FANNOY THAT
HE WAS TO HEET SHERIFF BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INlN, GULFPORT,
MISSISSIPPL, AUD REQUESTED REVEREND FALEON TG FOLLOY HIM TG THE
HOLIDAY I,
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WILSON ALSO TALKED WITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE ON THIS 0GCASION
AYD ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDIKG THE FAILURE OF SHERIFF BARKSDALE
TO MEET UITH Hiil AT $:30 AW Ol AUGUST 18, 1978, AS HE HAD
PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED., SHERIFF BARKSDALE INFORMED UILSON THAT HE
HAD BEED 0% DUTY ALL RIGHT IW COUGECTIOL UITH THE STRIKE
IWWOLVIKG. THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTHENT, AND HAD HOT BEEN ABLE
TO ARRAUGE MATTERS SO THAT HE COULD MEET WITH HIM., BARKSDALE
TUFORHED YILSON THAT HE VOULD ATTEMPT TO ARRAKGE A MEETIGG
WITH HIM, WILSON INFORUED BAKKSDALE THAT HE WOULD STAY LU THE
VICINITY OF THE HOLIDAY INil, GULFPORT, AID WOULD COKTACT THE'
DESK CLERK AT THE HOLIDAY IN# PERIODICALLY I ORDER FOR
BARKSDALE TO ARRANGE T WEET VITH HIM. UILSON FURNISHED ,
BARKSDALE TELEPHOKE BUMBER GO1~864-4316 AS THE TELEPH@EE;NU&B@R
OF & HOLIDAY IUif HE VOULD PERIODICALLY COLTACT,

RARKSDALE REPORTED THAT WILSON APPEARED TQ BE COHERENT
AUD THIS IRFORWATION UAS ALSO FURNISHED T0 BARKSDALE BY REVEREID |
FANNON,

BARKSDALE FURNISHED 1NFORWATION OSTALUED FROM THE BUREAU
OF IDEUTIFICATIOY, SHELEY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFIGE, INDICATING

" THAT BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, FBI KUMBER 879 421 E, VAS ARRESTED

AT THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF”S OFFICE ON UAY 14, 1964,
BY THE MEMPHIS POLICE DEPARTHENT ON WMAY.26, 1964, AlD BY THE
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SHELBY COUNTY SHERIFF*S OFFIGE Ol HAY 27, lSéé ALD HARCH 24,
1965, YITH RESIDENCE AT 3612 COVILKGTON PIKE, MEWMPHIS. WILSOU
UAS ARRESTED BY THE BEXAR C'OUNTY, TEXAS AUTHORITIES O JUBE 12,
1972 FOR CONTEWPT OF COURT DRAUILG OUT OF THE CHILD SUPPORT
QUESTIORED IN BEXAR COUNTY. AT THE TIHE WILSON RESIDED AT 1505
UEST CANYOH LAKE DRIVE, CALYON LAKE, TEAAS: HIS EMPLOYHENT
UAS SHOUN AS A JEVELER.

THE FBI FIKGEéPRI?;,RECORD INDICATES THAT UILsSod IS KHoWUR

A5 BURGESS AUDIE VIL30), JR, HE IS A UHITE MALE BORN AUGUST 28,

183t , AT FULTOH, HIGEISSIPPI, 5'10" TALL, 155 POUlDS, BROWH
EYES AID BROUN HAJG, UHEN ARRESTED IL HAY OF 1964, HE RESIDED
AT SGSStRUSKIN ROAD, [EMPHIS, TENJESSEE.

DURILG CONVERSATION YITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE, WILSoU INDICATED

HE HAS A FATHER-I!-LAW, VERNO! HOOTEN, UHO RESIDES AT 3395
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RUSKIN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TELEPHONE NUMBER 386-4628, AKD THAT

7is FATHER YAS FORWERLY PASTOR AT THE HOLLY?GOD BAPTIST CHURCH,
/CHELSEA AtD HOLLYUOOD AVENUES, HEUPHIS, AlD AT THE CENTRAL
jBAPTIpT CHURCH, GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI,
j . ADHIRISTRATIVE: RE WEHPHIS TELEPHOLE CALLS TO BUREAU
snPEszsor DREV CLARK, AUGUST 18, 1978. SUCOP
o MEUPHIS. INDIGES AGD FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDLE UILSOU, dR.,
“/ vAS ELINITATED AS A SUSPECT If AN 87 WATTER IRVOLVILG THE
* TgﬁﬁSP@RIQTIOﬁ 0F'JEWELRY Ifi 1973, AT THE TINE, IT
WAS DETERVINED HE HAD BEEW I BUSINESS AS THE NORTH STAR DIAMOID
CIRCLE, VALLEY HILL MALL, SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, FRON EARLY 1971
T0 HIDDLE 1971,
JAGKSON’AT Jacxsom, HISSISSIPPL, WILL CAUSE A REVIEY OF
R ECOKDS AT LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDI IS BURGESS AUDIE VILSOWN,
JRw, FBI WUHBER 879-421 L.
SAL ANTONIO AT BEXAR, TEXAS, VILL REVIEW APPROPRIATE RECORDS
RE Inmnflwy OF GHILDREX OF BURGESS AUDIE UILSON, JR., BOTIG HE
YAS BOORED AT BEXAR COUNTY JAIL JUNE 19, 1972, FOR CONTEWPT OF
COiRT GROUING OUT OF GHILD SUPPORT QUESTION 18 BEAR GOURTY,

£

. }’ ;
.//'

e
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F¥M MEMPHIS (44-1587-SUB M) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44~-38861) IMMEDIATE

JACKSON IMMEDIATE

BT

UNCLASE FTO

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT , ROOM 8988, JEH
BUILDING ,

MURKIN,

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO FBIHQ AND JACKSON, AUGUST 18,
1978, AND MEMPHIS TELEPHONE CALLS TO FBIHQ AND JACKSON,
AUGUST (8, 1978,

AT 3:15 PJi., ON AUGUST 18, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE , SHELBY
COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WILSON STATED
HE WILL APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY INN DINING ROOM, GULFPORT,
MISSISSIPPI, WITH REVEREND NOEL FANNON, PASTOR, ST, ELIZABETH

62-S544-33
o iy

s 2T },"f& .‘

SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AT

186 DocTd:32989768 Page 13




WSAGE TWO ME 44~ '7-3113 1y UNCLASEF T o'
6338 P M., ON AUGUST 18, 1978, SHERIFF BARKSDALE DOES NOT

PLAN TO LEAVE MEMPHIS AND MEET WITH WILSON. SPECIAL AGENIS
OF THE JACKSON DIVISION WILL ATTEMPT TO CONTACT WILSON AND
INTERVIEW HIM REGARDING INFORMATION HE PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED
TO SHERIFF BARKSDALE INDICATING HE KILLED DR, MARTIN LUTHER
KING IN 1968,

JACKSON WILL PROMPILY FURNISH FBIHQ AND MEMPHIS RESULTS
OF CONTACT WITH WILSON. IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE AFTER INTERVIEW ,
ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON RE
VERACITY OF ALLEGATION AND PRESENCE IN MEMPHIS DURING
CRITICAL PERIOD AND IF WILSON HAS HISTORY OF PSYCHIATRIC
TREATMENT ,

THE MEMPHIS OFFICE WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INRTERVIEW
WILSON®'S FATHER-IN-LAW , VERNON HOOTEN, WHO REPORTEDLY RESIDES
IN THE MEMPHIS AREA , RE ANY INFORMATION OF WILSON'S
ALLEGATION,

BT

JN REC ONE TEL
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ATTEUTION @ cétcaREss.tomL INQUIRY UNIT , ROCH 8985, JEH L
BUILDING ., '
HURKIN .
RE HEHPHIS TELETYPE TO FBIHO AND JACKSON, AUGUST 18,
1973, AND HEHPHIS TELQPHG{;E CALLS TO FBIHQ ALD JACKSON,
AUBUST 18, 1578. |
AT 3215 Pul., ON AUGUST 18, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE , SHELBY
GOUKTY SHERIFF*S OFFICE, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, YILSON STATED
KE WILL APPEAR AT THE MOLIDAY I&E DINING ROOH , GULFPORT,
{11SSISSIPPI, WITH REVEREND HOEL FANKON, PASTOR, ST . ELIZABETH
SETON GATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRIIGS , nIssissippl, ar G —S9Y-33

O O¥s

0
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6330 PJla, Ol AUGUST 18, 1978, SHERIFF BARKSDALE DOES NOT
PLAYN TO LEAVE UE{PHIS AKD WEET VITH UILSOll, SPECIAL AGENTS
OF THE JACKEON DIVISION UILL ATTEHPT TO CONTACT WILSON ALD
INTERVIEY HIif REGARDING INFORIIATION HE PREVIOUSLY FURMNISHED
TQ SHERIFF BARKSDALE ItDICATILG KE KILLED DR. iIARTIN LUTHER
KING IN 1568,

" JACKSOH WILL PRONPILY FURNISH FBIHQ ALD MEHPHIS RESULTS

OF CONTACT YITH yILSON, IF DEEMED APPROPRIATE AFTER INTERVIEY,
ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEY RELATIVES OF WILSON RE
VERACITY OF ALLEGATION AND PRESENCE IN HEHMPHIS DURILG
CRITICAL PERIOD AFD IF WILSON HAS HISTORY QF PSYCHIATRIC
TREATMEDT ,

THE HEHPHIS OFFICE YILL ATTEWPT TO LOCATE AKD INTERVIEY
JILSON'S FATHER-IN-LAY , VERNON HOOTEN, UHO REPORTEDLY RESIDES
1! THE MEMPHIS AREA , RE ANY INFORMATION OF wILSON'S
ALLEGATION, ‘

BT

| Jil REC ONE TEL
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. ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRES UNIT , ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDING .
MURKIN, |

RECORDS, IDENTIFICATION BUREAU, BEXAR COUNTY JAIL,
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, ON AUGUST 18, 1578, INDICATE BURGESS
NDIE WILSON, JR., WHITE MALE, BORN AUGUST 28, 1931,
5 FT, i1 INCHES, BLACK HAIR, BROWN EYES, BOOKED INTO BEXAR
COUNTY JAIL JUNE 19, 1972 ON CONTEMPT OF COURT OUT OF STATE
DISTRICT COURT 57 (CASE NUMBER F 248-084), WILSON SERVED
TWELVE DAYS AND WAS RELEASED JUNE 3@, 1972.
CENTRAL RECORDS, BEXAR COUNTY DISTRICT COURT, WILL

NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW UNTIL AUGUST 21, 1978.

ADMINISTRATIVE : RE MEMPHIS TEL , AUGUST 18, 1978,
SAN ANTONIO INDICES AND FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,
JR ., WHITE MALE , BORN 8/28/31, TEXAS DRIVERS LICENSE (IDL)
G2-54Y-~ 3y
Ois Ok
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PAGE TWO SA 44-1242 EFTO ,,
NUMBER 7911315 EXPIRING 8/28/88, PREVIOUS ADDRESS,
113 MILLS STREET , SAN MARCOS, TEXAS IS SUBJECT OF SAN ANTONIO
FILE 29-2620 CAPTIONED “"BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR .: BFRE";
00: SAN ANTONIO. WILSON ALLEDGEDLY DEFAULTED ON A $1,000
NOTE AT KYLE STATE BANK, KYLE, TEXAS AND IN A
SECURITY AGREEMENT AND FINANCING STATEMENT FILED WITH THE
HAYES COUNTY DISTRICT CLERK'S OFFICE, WILSON INDIGCATED THAT
THE $1,000 NOTE WAS OBTAINED TO PURCHASE CATTLE.

.NCIC INQUIRY REVEALED BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.,

BORN 8/28/31 IN MISSISSIPPI, SSAN | Jrxrcc 6 (31 |, TDL

77911315 WANTED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS POLICE DEPARTMENT AS
PROBATION VIOLATOR , DATE OF WARRANT. 4/18/78.
SAN ANTONIO AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, WILL REVIEW BEXAR
COUNTY DISTRICT COURT RECORDS RE IDENTITY OF CHILDREN OF BURGESS
AW IE WILSON, JR. IN EFFORT TO LOCATE FORMER WIFE FOR INTERVIEW .
AT NEY BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WILL CAUSE A REVIEW OF RECORDS OF
LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.,

SSANl JFK Act 6 (3) |

AT SAN MARCOS, TEXAS, WILL CONDUCT DISCREET INQUIRY TO
DETERMINE IF RESIDENCE OF FORMER WIFE AND FAMILY FOR INTERVIEW .
BT
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'AT'I'N COLGRESSIONAL INQUIRES UNIT, ROOH 8382, JEH BUILDIKS &

MURKIH .
RECORDS, IDENTIFICATION BUREAU, BEXAR COUNTY JAIL,
SAH ANTONIO, TEXAS, OH AUGUST 18, 1978, INDICATE BURGESS

‘BDIE YILSON, JR., WHITE HMALE, BORI AUSUST 23, 1931,

5FT, 11 INCHES, BLACK HAIR, BRO(*IN' EYES, BOOKED INTO BEXAR
COUNTY JAIL JUNE 19, -1972 ON CONTENPT OF COURT OUT OF STATE
DISTRICT COURT 57 (CASE HUMBER F 248-084), WILEDHD SERVED
TYELVE DAYS AND WAS RELEASED JUNE 30, 1972,
CENTRAL RECORDS, BEXAR COUNTY DISIRICT COURT, WILL
LUT .BE AVAILABLE FOR REVIEY UBTIL AUBUST 21, 197&.
_ ADMINISTRATIVE 3 RE UEHPHIS TEL , AUSUST 18, 197€,

 SAl ANTONIO IED ICES AlD FILES REVEAL BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,

JR oy WHITE HALE, BORN 8/28/31, TEXAS DRIVERS LICENSE (DL)

b2 5443y
Oie O
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PAGE TWO SA 44~1242 EFTO

el

NBER 7911315 EXPIRING 8/208/84, PREVIOUS ADDRESS, e
113 MILLS STREET , SAN HARCOS , TEXAS IS SUBJECT OF sall antonre”[ _—~
FILE 29-2620 CAPTIOUED "BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.: BFEE"j
Q0 ¢ SAN ANTGNIO. WILSON ALLEDGEDLY DEFAULTED Ol A $1,000
HOTE AT KYLE STATE BANK, KYLE, TEXAS AID IV A
SECURITY AGREEMENT AND FINANCING STATEMENT FILED UITH THE
HAYES COUNTY DISTRICT CLERX*S OFFICE, WILSOH INDICATED THAT
THE ;bmmf NOTE YAS OBTAINED TG PURCHASE CATTLE.
NCIC INQUIRY REVEALED BURGESS AUDIE WILSOU , JR,,
BORN 8/28/31 1l WMISSISSIPPI, 8sal[ oo ncc o o | DL
77911315 YAUTED BY UEY BRAUNFELS, TEXAS POLICE DEPARTHENT AS
PROBATION VIOLATOR , DATE OF UARRAUT 4/18/78,
SAfl ANTONIO AT SAN ANTONIO , TEXAS, WILL REVIEW BEXAR
COUNTY DISTRICT COURT RECORDS RE IDENTITY OF CHILDREHW OF BURGESS
AUDIE yILSON, JR, IN EFFORT TO LOCATE FORMER WIFE FOR INTERVIEY .
AT LEY BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WILL CAUSE A REVIEW OF RECORDS OF
LOGICAL POLICE AGENCIES REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE YILSON, JR .,

SSAR| orx 2t 6 (3) |
AT SAN 11ARCOS, TEXAS , WILL CORDUCT DISCREET IRQUIRY TO

DETERWINE IF RESIDENCE OF FORMER WIFE AID FAMILY FOR INTERVIEY .,

T feedi tock forly o
e




hClC.ZN.MSFBldNOO.NAM/WILSON,BURGESS AUDIE JR.DOB/082831 *
NCIC MESSAGE DISPATCHED

MESSAGE FROM NCIC
08/18/78 19:19:34

1001FBI1

MSFBIJNOOQ

EW  TX0460100 NAM/WILSON,BURGESS AUDIE JR SEX/M RAC/V POB/MS
DOB/082831 HGT/511 WGT/170 EYE/BRO HAI/GRY SKN/LGT
FPC/200303101219TT541015 SOC/[ 0t et ¢ (o) |

OLN/77911315 OLS/TX OLY/80 OFF/5012 DOW/0L41878 0CA/7712
MIS/PROBATION VIOLATOR

NIC/W186769905

MESSAGE FROM NCIC
08/18/78 19:19:35

1LO2FBI1

WMSFBIJNGO

‘ORI IS NEW BRAUNFELS PD TX

NiC/W186769905

'IMMED CONFIRM WARRANT AND EXTRADITION WITH ORI

Srarehed ~
Emriulized__ﬁlu—————-—-‘
Indexed
Filed———————%"‘—'—’
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FM JACKSON (62-544) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE O ) s0E”
MEMPHIS (L4L4-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE
SAN ANTONIO (L4l-1242) (IMMEDIATE) A7 Y¥Z

BT

UNCLAS E F T 0

ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988,.JEH BUILDING.
MURKIN.

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 6 PM, MR. WILLIAM DON GLADDEN,
AGE 46, W/M, RT. 3, BOX 205H-3 (MEADOW LARK DRIVE), GULF PARK
ESTATES, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS., TELEPHONE 875-3518 ADVISED AS
FOLLQWS:

HE IS EMPLOYED AS MGR. OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE IN
GULFPORT, MS. (TELEPHONE 896-3221). HE AND HIS WIFE, ALICE
A. GLADDEN, OWN A GIFT SHOP, "SEASONS AND REASONS," 2446
HIGHWAY 90 EAST, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS. (TELEPHONE 875-2531).

ON OR ABOUT JULY 26, 1978, A W/M BY THE NAME OF "BILL"
”(éé}sz;qwi‘fESL,

(12~ Jackson 1“ 'L..OJIE

/?jf;x? . ‘;ijzjﬁh,

Approved: / {/ Z% Transmitted 77 63 ‘/Per /W

(Number) (Time) * FBI/DOJ
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WILSON CAME TO THEIR GIFT SHOP IN OCEAN SPRINGS SAYING THAT
HE PLANNED TO OPEN A WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN THE EDGEWATER
MALL SHOPPING CENTER, BILOXI, MS., AND WOULD LIKE TO USE
THE GLADDENS' GIFT SHOP AS A PILCKUP POINT FOR HIS WATCH
REPATR BUSINESS. GLADDEN ADVISED NEITHER HE NOR HIS WIFE
HAD EVER MET WILSON PRIOR TO THIS TIME. FOUR OR FIVE DAYS
LATER, GLADDEN AGREED TQ LET WILSON RENT A ROOM TO THE REAR
OF GLADDEN'S GIFT SHOP IN WHICH WILSON SET UP HIS WATCH
REPAIR BUSINESS. GLADDEN AGREED TO LET WILSON KEEP 20
PERCENT OF PROFITS COMING FROM THE WATCH REPAIR.

GLADDEN AGREED THAT HE AND HIS WIFE "GREW TQ TRUST"
WILSON FROM THE VERY BEGINNING AND CONSIDERED HIM TO BE A
VERY HARD WORKER, WHO PUT A LOT OF HIS OWN MONEY INTO
LOCAL RADIO ADVERTISING BUILDING UP HIS WATCH REPAIR
BUSINESS;  WILSON LATER TOLD GLADDEN HE HAD "POSTPONED"
OPENING UP A BUSINESS IN THE EDGEWATER MALL. WILSON HAD HIS
OWN JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR EQUIPMENT AND, ACCORDING TO
GLADDEN; SPENT SEVERAL THOUSAND DOLLARS OF HIS OWN MONEY TO
PURCHASE ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT AFTER RENTING THE SPACE IN
GLADDEN'S BUSINESS. WILSON KEPT A KEY TO THE GIFT .SHOP

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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PAGE THREE JN 62-544 UNCLAS EF T O

WHICH HE OPENED EVERY MORNING. HE WORKED HARD IN THE SHOP
COMPLETING HIS WATCH REPAIRS AFTER WHICH HE WOULD LEAVE THE
SHOP FOR PLACES UNKNOQWN.

WILSON INDICATED TOQ GLADDEN THAT HE HAD A DRINKING
PROBLEM AND WAS TRYING TO ESTABLISH HIMSELEF AND WORK HARD IN
THE WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN HOPES OF GETTING OVER THIS
PROBLEM. -

AT THE BEGINNING, WILSON RESIDED AT APARTMENT NO. 9,
TWIN PINES MOTEL, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS., BUT AT AN UNKNOWN LATER
DATE MOVED TO ROUBE 6, BOX 387,. ROUTE SPRINGS.(TELEPHONE
875-9512) .

NEITHER GLADDEN NOR HIS WIFE HAD EVER VISITED WILSON
AT THE ABOVE TWO RESIDENCES AND ONLY TQOK WILSON'S WORD THAT
HE LIVED THERE. ACCORDING TO GLADDEN, WILSON - COMMENTED THAT
HE IS STAYING IN A HOUSE QWNED BY AN UNIDENTIFIED FRIEND
AND IS NOT PAYING ANY RENT AS LONG AS HE KEEPS THE HOUSE IN
REPAIR.

WILSON RECENTLY TOOK GLADDEN AND GLAPDEN'S SON FOR A
RIDE IN AN AIRPLANE PILOTED BY WILSON. GLADDEN CONSTDERS

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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PAGE FOUR JN 62-544 UNCLAS E F T 0
KNOW EVERYTHING THERE WAS TO KNOW ABOUT FLYING ATRPLANES IN
ROUGH WEATHER.

GLADDEN FURTHER ADVISED THAT IN HIS OPINION WILSON IS
AN "EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT MAN"; HOWEVER, HE IS UNAWARE OF
THE EXTENT OF WILSON'S EDUCATION.

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT AT 11:45 PM, ON 8/17/78, WILSON
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED HIM AT HIS RESIDENCE SAYING HE
HAD TO TALK TO GLADDEN AND HIS WLFE ABOUT SOMETHING THAT
COULD NQT WAIT UNTIL THE MORNING. WILSON REFUSED TQ STATE
BY TELEPHONE WHY HE WANTED TO TALK TO GLADDEN AND HE REFUSED
TQ COME TO GLADDEN'S RESIDENCE. WILSON SAID HE NEEDED TO
TALK ABOUT SOMETHING OF "NATIONAL URGENCY." THEY AGREED TO
MEET AT GLADDEN'S GIFT SHOP AT OCEAN SPRINGS AT 12:15 AM,
8/18/78. GLADDEN ADVISED HE TQOK HIS WIFE AND. 18 YEAR OLD
SON, JOHN W. GLADDEN, TO THE SHOP WHERE HE MET WILSON AT
THE ABOVE TIME. WILSON ARRIVED ALONE, DRIVING AN OLD
MODEL BLUE CHEVROLET SEDAN WITH WHITE TOP, BEARING UNKNOWN
LOUISTANA TAG. WILSON APPARENTLY HAD BEEN DRINKING INAS-

MUCH AS HIS EYES WERE VERY RED AND HE SMELLED OF ALCOHOLj;
HOWEVER, HE DID NOT TALK LIKE AN INTOXICATED PERSON IN

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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GLADDEN'S OPINION AND SEEMED TO BE '"VERY DEPRESSED."

WILSON SAID "I'M THE MYSTERY MAN. I'M THE MAN THAT
MURDERED MARTIN LUTHER KING." THEY TALKED FOR APPROXIMATELY
ONE HOUR AND 15 MINUTES. WILSON STATED THAT HE GREW UP IN
GRENADA, MS., WHERE HIS FATHER WAS A BAPTIST MINISTER. THE
BLACKS (REFERRED TO AS "NEGRES AND NIGGERS" BY WILSON), WHO
LIVED IN THE AREA WERE WELCOMED TO WORSHIP AT THE CHURCH;
HOWEVER, WHEN THE- NORTHERN BLACKS BEGAN TO COME DOWN SOUTH,
WILSON'S FATHER WELCOMED THEM INTO HIS CHURCH ONLY IF THEY
CAME -TO WORSHIP AND NOT TO CAUSE TROUBLE. ACCORDING TO
WILSON, THE BLACKS HAD COME FOR TROUBLE AND IT WAS ¥OR THIS
REASON THAT HIS -ATTITUDE BEGAN TO CHANGE TOWARD BLACKS.

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS, "I AM THE ONE THAT PULLED THE
TRIGGER. THERE WAS A CONSPIRACY. I WAS THE LOGICAL ONE."
WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS HE HAD "BEEN WITH THE GOVERNMENT
AND GOT INVOLVED IN SOME UNDECLARED WARS." (HE DID NOT
FURTHER ELABORATE; HOWEVER, GLADDEN RECALLED THAT WILSON
ONCE MENTIONED HE HAD BEEN IN THE AIR FORCE.) WILSON CLATIMED
TO KNOW MARTIN LUTHER KING'S FATHER AND BROTHER AND STATED
HE GREW UP NEXT DOOR TO A COUSIN OF MARTIN LUTHER KING AND

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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PAGE SIX JN_62~544 UNCLAS EFTO
"KNEW HIS ENTIRE FAMILY."

"GLADDEN RECALLED THAT HE (GLADDEN) HAD ONCE PURCHASED
A USED MUSTANG FOR HIS DAUGHTER. ON SEEING THE VEHICLE
WILSON REMARKED HE HAD ONCE PURCHASED A WHITE MUSTANG FOR
HIS DAUGHTER.

DURING THE CONVERSATION ON THE EARLY MORNING OF
8/18/78, WILSON STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER HAD DRIVEN THE WHITE
MUSTANG TO MEMPHIS AT THE TIME OF THE KING KILLING. WILSON
COMMENTED THAT HE WAS IN MEMPHIS AT THAT TIME, BUT HAD
DOCUMENTED HIMSELF TO BE IN KANSAS CITY AS AN ALIBI. WILSON
‘STATED THAT JAMES EARL RAY WAS THE "FALL GUY." "RAY ONLY
SAW ME TWICE, BUT I KNEW HIM. RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE
GOTTEN AWAY CLEAN. 1I'M SURPISED RAY HAS BROUGHT IT ALL BACK
UP AGAIN BECAUSE HE WOULD HAVE HIS PAROLE IN TWO YEARS."

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT HE WOULD NOT SEE THEM
ANYMORE AFTER TONIGHT AND HE WANTED. THEM TO HAVE ALL HIS
EXPENSIVE WATCH REPAIR EQUIPMENT.

WILSON, AGAIN REFERRING TO THE KING ASSASSINATION,
_STATED, "IT WAS PART OR A GRQUP CONSPIRACY." HE PROVIDED NO
FURTHER DETAILS STATING HE WOULD ONLY DEAL WITH THE

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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"SHERIFF OF MEMPHIS (TENN.), WHO HE USED TO FLY WITH.
WILSON FELT THAT THE GOVERNMENT WANTED IT TO HAPPEN TO KING.
"T KNEW IT NEEDED TO BE DONE." WILSON DID NOT BELIEVE HE
‘WOULD HAVE TO SERVE MUCH TIME FOR HIS INVOLVEMENT, STATING
"I'M NOT SORRY I DID IT. THE NIGGERS ARE BETTER OFF."
LATER IN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE GLADDENS, WILSON SAID HE
WAS.SQRRYHHE HAD DONE IT.

. WILSON STATED HE HAD TALKED WITH THE MEMPHIS SHERIFF
BY PHONE AND WAS TQ MEET HIM AT THE GULFPORT, MS., HOLIDAY
INN DURING THE MORNING OF 8/18/78. WILSON SPECULATED AS
TO WHETHER OR NOT HE WOULD BE PROVIDED WITH A TV IN HIS CELL
AND INDICATED HE PROBABLY WQULD BE GIVEN WORK AS AN
INSTRUCTOR OR REPAIRMAN OF WATCHES WHILE IN JAIL.

REVERTING TO THE KING ASSASSINATION, WILSON TOLD
| THE -GLADDENS THAT HE SHOT KING "NOT FROM 50 YARDS AWAY, BUT
50 FEET AWAY:" HE WAS CLQSE ENOUGH TO SEE THE BULLET HIT
AND STATED SPECIFICALLY THAT "I SHOT THE SHIT OUT OF HIM AND
SAW IT FLY." WILSON NEVER MENTIONED TO GLADDEN THE TYPE OF
GUN HE ALLEGEDLY USED OR THE LQCATION FROM. WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY

SHOT KING.

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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AT ONE POINT IN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE GLADDENS,
WILSON APPARENTLY FEELING A DISAPPROVING GLANCE FROM GLADDEN'S
18 YEAR OLD SON, WARNED THE SON HE. HAD BETTER NOT INTERFERE.

CONCERNING THE UNIDENTIRIED MEMPHIS SHERIFF, WILSON
OFFERED TO FURNISH THIS INDIVIDUAL'S NAME AND TELEPHONE NO.
TO GLADDEN FOR VERIFICATION OF HIS REMARKS; HOWEVER, GLADDEN
.REFUSED. WILSON SAID HE HAS "GONE THROUGH TEN YEARS OF HELL,
AND BECAUSE HE KILLED KING, IT RUINED 26 YEARS OF MARRIAGE;
HOWEVER, HIS CONSCIENCE ONLY -STARTED BOTHERING HIM IN THE
LAST FEW YEARS.

APPARENTLY REFERRING TO A SKETCH OF KING'S KILLER,
WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN EXACT LIKENESS
OF HIM AND BECAUSE IT WAS RECENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED
TO TURN HIMSELF IN. HE .SAID HE HAS A SISTER:-IN FULTON, MS.
(NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED), WHO TELEPHONED HIM IN OCEAN
SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH LQOKED JUST LIKE HIM. WILSON
TQLD THE GLADDENS THAT HE HAD TELEPHONED VARIOUS FAMILY
MEMBERS TQ LET THEM KNOW HE WAS TURNING HIMSELF IN.

WILSON ALSO STATED THAT HE, AT ONE TIME, INTENDED TO
OPEN A WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN TUPELO, MS., BUT DECIDED

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FB1/DOJ
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AGAINST IT BECAUSE OF THE TENSE RACIAL SITUATION.

WILSON ALSO ONCE TOLD MRS. GLADDEN THAT HE GETS "FLIGHT
PHYSTICAL EXAMINATIONS" AT KEESLER AIR FORCE, BILOXI, MS.

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT WILSON REPEATED HIMSELF MANY TIMES
DURING THE ONE HOUR AND FIFTEEN MINUTE CONVERSATION ON
8/18/78, BUT HE PROVIDED NO FURTHER DETAILS CONCERNING THE
KING ASSASSINATION, OTHER THAN THAT STATED HEREIN.

AT THE END OF THEIR CONVERSATION, GLADDEN ADVISED
WILSON DEPARTED THE STORE IN HIS AUTOMOBILE AND HEADED IN AN
EASTERLY DIRECTION. THE GLADDENS WERE AFRAID AND DISTURBED
AT THE CONVERSATION AND PROMPTLY TELEPHONED THE JACKSON FBI
OFFICE:

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION
DURING THE SHORT TIME HE AND'HIS WIFE KNEW WILSON, HE NEVER
TALKED ABOUT HIS PAST, OTHER THAN TO MENTION THAT HE HAD
BEEN IN THE U. S. AIR FORCE; HAD BEEN MARRIED FIVE TIMES,
TWICE TO THE SAME WOMAN; HE GREW UP IN MISS.; AND HAD BEEN
ON THE GULF COAST LESS THAN THREE MONTHS. THE GLADDENS DO
NOT KNOW WHERE HE CAME FROM OR WHAT HE HAS DONE PRIOR TO HIS
ARRIVING AT THEIR PLACE OF BUSINESS 7/26/78.
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GLADDEN ADVISED THAT IN HIS REGULAR BUSINESS AS SOCIAL
SECURITY OFFICE MANAGER HE HAS PERSONAL DEALINGS ON A
FREQUENT BASIS WITH PEOPLE HAVING MENTAL PROBLEMS AND WHILE
HE LS NOT A QUALIFIED PERSON IN THIS FIELD, HE IS NOT OF THE
OPINTON WILSON HAS MENTAL IMPATRMENT. HE DESCRIBED WILSON
AS A WHITE MALE; 5 FT. 8 INCHES; 155 LBS; MEDIUM BUILD;
RUDDY COMPLEXIQON; GRAYING HAIR; AGE 46, WHO LIKES TO DRINK
VODKA AND COKE.

ON 8/18/78;SHORTLY‘BEFORE NOON, WILSON TELEPHONICALLY
CONTACTED GLADDEN ADVISING THAT HE HAD BEEN BETRAYED, THAT
HE HAD BEEN TO GULFPORT, MS., HOLIDAY INN, ALONG WITH "THE
FATHER" (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED BY WILSON), WHERE HE HAD
SEEN PERSONS BELIEVED TO BE WITH THE FBI. HE WAS NOW BACK
AT HIS RESIDENCE WATCHING THE WINDOWS AND WOULD BLOW THE
HEAD OFF OF ANYONE WHO CAME, EXCEPT "THE FATHER."

ABOUT THREE HOURS LATER, MR. AND MRS. GLADDEN WERE
SURPRISED TO SEE WILSON WALK INTO THEIR GIFT SHOP, HE WAS
CLEAN SHAVEN AND NEAT. HE APPARENTLY HAD NOT BEEN DRINKING.
HE IMPLIED HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE FBI, BUT THEY WERE
NOT GOING TO DO ANYTHING TO HIM. HE HAD MADE SOME KIND OF

Approved: : Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 93




FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-77)
- @ PBI

|

1

t

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: !
[ Teletype ] Immediate ] TOP SECRET :
[ Facsimile [0 Priority [ SECRET :
O (] Routine ] CONFIDENTTAL {
[JEFTO :

[ CLEAR :

|

Date :

on mam et vmm e e mm e — A S e S e M M v e G G TS mmm e S e e e R e e

PAGE ELEVEN JN 62-544 UNCLAS E F T O

BARGAIN. HE NOW WANTED TO LIVE A NORMAL LIFE AND ASKED
I® HE COULD KEEP HIS WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN THE BACK OF
GLADDEN'S STORE AS USUAL.

THE GLADDENS ADVISED WILSON THEY WERE SERIOUSLY
CONTEMPLATING SELLING THE BUSINESS AND HAD ALREADY CONTACTED
A REALTOR.

AT 6:28 PM; 8/18/78, FIVE FBI AGENTS ESTABLISHED
PHYSTCAL OBSERVATION AT THE HOLIDAY INN, U. S. HIGHWAY 90,
GLFPORT, MS.

AT APPROXIMATELY 6:45 PM, A 1970 PLYMOUTH BEARING JACKSON
COUNTY; MS., LICENSE JAH-637 STQPPED IN FRONT OF THE HOLIDAY
INN AND A WHITE MALE, WHO LATER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., EXITED THE VEHICLE AND ENTERED THE
HOLIDAYhINN. " THE WHITE MALE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE THEREAFTER
PARKED THE VEHICLE AND CAME TO THE ENTRANCE OF THE HOLIDAY
INN, WHERE HE WAS APPROACHED BY SA BENJAMIN F. GRAVES AND
WAS ASKED IF HE WAS FATHER NOEL FANNON AND HE ACKNOWLEDGED
THAT HE WAS,

FATHER FANNON WAS ADVISED THAT GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF
oF SHELBY’COUNTYz MEMPHIS, TENN., WAS NOT GOING TO MEET
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WILSON. HE WAS ADVISED THAT AGENTS OF THE FBI WERE IN THE
MOTEL AND HE WAS REQUESTED TO TELL WILSON THAT THE SHERIFF WAS
NOT GOING TO MEET HIM; HOWEVER, THE FBI AGENTS WERE AT THE
MOTEL AND DESIRED TO TALK WITH HIM IF HE, WILSON, WOULD AGREE
TO TALK WITH THE AGENTS. FATHER FANNON STATED HE WOULD LIKE
TO TALK TO WILSON BECAUSE SHERIFF BARKSDALE HAD LIED ABOUT

HIS APPEARANCE IN GULFPORT.

PATHER FANNON THEREAFTER ENTERED THE MOTEL AND TALKED
WITH WILSON IN THE LOBBY. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THEY BOTH
RETURNED TO THE SIDEWALK IN FRONT OF THE MOTEL AND SA GRAVES
IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO WILSON AND ASKED HIM IF HE WERE BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS AND LATER STATED
HE WAS A JUNIOR.

WILSON WAS ADVISED THAT SHERIFF BARKSDALE WAS NOT THERE
TO MEET HIM, HOWEVER, FBI AGENTS WERE THERE AND DESTRED TO
TALK WITH HIM, PARTICULARLY ABOUT HIS DAUGHTER SUPPOSEDLY
HAVING DRIVEN A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, MO., TO
MEMPHIS, TENN. HE STATED HE HAD NO INFORMATION TO FURNISH
THE FBI. WILSON INQUIRED AS TO WHETHER OR NOT HE WAS UNDER
ARREST AND HE WAS ADVISED HE WAS NOT UNDER ARREST. WILSON
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COMMENTED HE WAS NOT GOING TO GIVE ANYONE ANY TROUBLE. HE
WAS ASKED IF HE HAD ANY WEAPONS ON HIM AND HE STATED HE DID
NOT AND THAT SA GRAVES COULD SEARCH HIM IF HE SO DESIRED.
WILSON WAS THEN "PATTED DOWN" AND NO WEAPONS WERE FELT ON
HIS BODY, '

WILSON COMMENTED THAT HE AND FATHER FANNON HAD BEEN
TO THE MOTEL AT 9:30 AM, 8/18/78, AND AGAIN AT 6:30 PM,
8/18/78, TO SEE SHERIFF BARKSDALE AND THE SHERIFF HAD LIED
TO THEM. -

WILSON- THEN ASKED FATHER FANNON IF HE WOULD DRIVE HIM
BACK TO THE PLACE HE HAD BEEN PICKED UP AND FATHER FANNON
AGREED TO DO SO.

WILSON WAS AGAIN ADVISED THAT FBI AGENTS WERE AT THE
MOTEL AND WERE STILL WILLING TO TALK TO HIM AND HE
REITERATED HE HAD NOTHING TO SAY TQ THE FBI AND, AS HE
DEPARTED, COMMENTED THAT THE FBL IN THE PAST HAD HARASSED
HIS FATHER WITHOUT ANY EXPLANATION.

FATHER FANNON AND WILSON THEREAFTER LEFT THE AREA OF THE
HOLTDAY INN IN FATHER FANNON'S VEHICLE PROCEEDING EAST ON
HIGHWAY 90. A SURVETLLANCE WAS MAINTAINED ON THE VEHICLE.

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ

HW¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 96




FD-36 (Rev. 3-24-T7)
- . FBI '

I

i

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: |

] Teletype 1 Immediate (] TOP SECRET E

[] Facsimile ] Priority ] SECRET i

(. ] Routine , (] CONFIDENTIAL :

[JEFTO i

7 CLEAR ;

L Date :I
i "PAGE FOURTEEN JN 62-54F UNCLAS E# T 0~~~ 7~ 777777777

SHORTLY AFTER WILSON AND FATHER FANNON LEFT THE MOTEL,
JACKSON ASAC TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THE GULFPORT RA THAT
INFORMATION HAD BEEN RECEIVED THAT NCIC REVEALED WILSON WAS
WANTED BY THE NEW BRAUNSFELS, TX., PD FOR PROBATION VIOLATION
ON A WARRANT ISSUED APRTL 18, 1978.

THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD WAS NOTIFIED OF THIS OUTSTANDING
WARRANT AND THE SURVEILLANCE OF FATHER FANNON'S VEHICLE WAS
MAINTAINED UNTIL THE VEHICLE ENTERED OCEAN SPRINGS, MS.
(APPROXIMATELY 15 MILES), AT WHICH TIME THE VEHICLE WAS
STOPPED BY OFFICERS OF THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD AND WILSON WAS
ARRESTED AT 7:35 PM, AND INCARCERATED IN THE OCEAN SPRINGS
FAIL.

WILSON WAS RIDING AS A PASSENGER IN A PLYMOUTH SEDAN
OWNED AND DRIVEN BY FATHER NOEL FANNON, PRIEST AT ST.
ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS. WILSON
ADMITTED HIS FULL IDENTITY‘AS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AND
WAS TAKEN TO THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD. HE DECLINED TO TALK TO
THE FBI.

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 9:17 PM, REV. NOEL FANNON,
PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS,
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MS., APPEARED AT THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD TO VISIT WILSON.
FATHER FANNON WAS INTERVIEWED, AT WHICH TIME HE ADVISED HE
FIRST MET WILSON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 18, 1978, WHILE EATING
BREAKFAST AT THE MASTER GRILL RESTAURANT, HIGHWAY 90, OCEAN
SPRINGS. HE HAD NEVER SEEN WILSON BEFORE THIS TIME.

WILSON INDICATED HE WANTED TO CONFIDE IN FATHER FANNON
AND FOLLOWING THEIR CONVERSATION, THE NATURE OF WHICH
FATHER FANNON REFUSED TO DIVULGE, FANNON AGREED TO FOLLOW
WILSON IN THEIR AUTOMOBILES TO THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT,
MS.; WHERE WILSON HAD TOLD FATHER FANNON HE WOULD MEET
SHELBY‘COUNTY; TENN., SHERTFF GENE BARKSDALE. AFTER THE
MORNING MEETING IN GULFPORT DID NOT COME OFF, AND AT THE
URGING OF WILSON, FATHER FANNON PERSONALLY TELEPHONED
SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE IN MEMPHIS. DURING THEIR CONVERSATION,
SHERIFF BARKSDALE ASSURED FATHER FANNON HE WOULD PERSONALLY
FLY TO GULFPORT, MS., IN ORDER TO MEET WITH FATHER FANNON
AND WILSON AT 6:30 PM AT THE HOLIDAY INN.

FATHER FANNON ADVISED HE CANNOT COMMENT ON WILSON

PERSONALLY DUE TO THE SHORT LENGTH OF TIME HE HAD CONTACT
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REVEAL THE NATURE OF WILSON'S CONFIDENCE IN HIM.

FATHER FANNON WAS ADVISED BY JACKSON SA IN BRIEF
CONCERNING WILSON'S REMARKS TO THE GLADDENS ABOUT HIS
INVOLVEMENT IN THE KING ASSASSINATION; HOWEVER, FATHER
FANNON REFUSED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS ALSO HAD BEEN THE
SUBJECT OF WILSON'S CONFIDENCE. IN HIM.

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION AT NEW BRAUNSFELS, TEXAS. CONTACT
NEW BRAUNSFELS PD AND ADVISED THEM OF WILSON'S INCARCERATION
AT OCEAN SPRINGS, MISS., PD, TELEPHONE 875-2211.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING JACKSON DIVISION.

BT
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ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT , ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDING ,
MURKIN,

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 6 PM, MR, WILLIAM DON GLADDEN,
AGE 46, WM, RT. 3, BOX 205H-3 (MEADOY LARK DRIVE), GULF PARK
ESTATES, OCEAN SPRINGS, MS,, TELEPHONE 875-3518 ADVISED AS
FOLLOVS

HE IS EMPLOYED AS MGR. OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY OFFICE IN
GULFPORT , MS. (ELEPHONE 896-3221). HE AND HIS WIFE, ALICE
A. GLADDEN, OyN A GIFT SHOP, "SEASONS AND REASONS," 2446

HIGHJAY 9@ EAST , OCEAN SPRINGS, MS., (TELEPHONE 875-2531).
ON OR ABOUT JULY 26, 1978, A W/ BY THE NAME OF "BILL™

(al fS’-I‘-l -3¢
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wILSON CAME TO THEIR GIFT SHOP IN OCEAN SPRINGS SAYING THAT
HE PLANNED TO OPEN A WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN THE EDGEVATER
MALL SHOPPING CENTER, BILOXI, MS,., AND WOULD LIKE TO USE
THE GLADDENS® GIFT SHOP AS A PICKUP POINT FOR HIS WATCH

REPAIR BUSINESS, GLADDEN ADVISED NEITHER HE NOR HIS WIFE
HAD EVER MET wILSON PRIOR TO THIS TIME, FOUR OR FIVE DAYS

LATER , GLADDEN AGREED TO LET WILSON RENT A ROOM TO THE REAR
OF GLADDEN'S GIFT SHOP IN WHICH WILSON SET UP HIS WATCH
REPAIR BUSINESS. GLADDEN AGREED TO LET WILSON KEEP 29
PERCENT OF PROFITS COMING FROM THE WATCH REPAIR,

GLADDEN AGREED THAT HE AND HIS WIFE "GREW TO TRUST"™

wILSON FROM THE VERY BEGINNING AND CONSIDERED HIM TO BE A

VERY HARD WORKER, WHO PUT A LOT OF HIS OWN MONEY INTO

LOCAL RADIO ADVERTISING BUILDING UP HIS WATCH REPAIR
BUS%NESS. W1LSON LATER TOLD GLADDEN HE HAD "“POSTPONED ™

OPENING UP A BUSINESS IN THE EDGEWATER MALL., WILSON HAD HIS
OWN JEWELRY AND WATCH REPAIR EQUIPMENT AND , ACCORDING TO
GLADDEN, SPENT SEVERAL THOUSAND DOLLARS OF HIS OWN MONEY TO
PURCHASE ADD ITIONAL EQUIPMENT AFTER RENTING THE SPACE IN
GLADDEN*S BUSINESS., WILSON KEPT A KEY TO THE GIFT SHOP

u 55186 DoclId:32989768 Page 101 P \

Y SR e ettt e ————————————




6?AGE THREE JN 62-544 UNCLASE FT O
WHICH HE OPENED EVERY MORNING ., HE WORKED HARD IN THE SHOP
COMPLETING HIS WATCH REPAIRS AFTER WHICH HE WOULD LEAVE THE
SHOP FOR PLACES UNKNOWN,
WILSON INDICATED TO GLADDEN THAT HE HAD A DRINKING

PROBLEM AND WAS TRYING TO ESTABLISH HIMSELF AND WORK HARD IN
THE WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN HOPES OF GETTING OVER THIS

PROBLENM .

AT THE BEGINNING , WILSON RESIDED AT APARTMENT NO, 9,
TYIN PINES MOTEL , OCEAN SPRINGS, MS,.,, BUT AT AN UNKNOWN LATER
DATE MOVED TO ROUBE 6, BOX 387, ROUTE SPRINGS (TELEPHONE |

875-9542) ,

NEITHER GLADDEN NOR HIS WIFE HAD EVER VISITED WILSON
AT THE ABOVE TyO RESIDENCES AND ONLY TOOK WILSON'S WORD THAT
HE LIVED THERE, ACCORDING TO GLADDEN, WILSON COMMENTED THAT
HE IS STAYING IN A HOUSE OWNED BY AN UNIDENTIFIED FRIEND
AND IS NOT PAYING ANY RENT AS LONG AS HE KEEPS THE HOUSE IN
REPAIR .

WILSON RECENTLY TOOK GLADDEN AND GLADDEN'S SON FOR A

| RIDE IN AN AIRPLANE PILOTED BY WILSON., GLADDEN CONSIDERS
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KNOY EVERYTHING THERE WAS TO KNOW ABOUT FLYING AIRPLANES IN
ROUGH WEATHER .

GLADDEN FURTHER ADVISED THAT IN HIS OPINION WILSON IS

AN "EXTREMELY INTELLIGENT MAN"3; HOWEVER, HE IS UNAWARE OF
THE EXTENT OF WILSON'S EDUCATION,

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT AT 11:45 PM, ON 8/17/78, WILSON
TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED HIM AT HIS RESIDENCE SAYING HE
HAD TO TALK TO GLADDEN AND HIS (IFE ABOUT SOMETHING THAT
COULD NOT wAIT UNTIL THE MORNING, WILSON REFUSED TO STATE
BY TELEPHONE WHY HE WANTED TO TALK TO GLADDEN AND HE REFUSED

TO COME TO GLADDEN'S RESIDENCE, WILSON SAID HE NEEDED TO
TALK ABOUT SOMETHING OF “NATIONAL URGENCY."™ THEY AGREED TO

MEET AT GLADDEN'S GIFT SHOP AT OCEAN SPRINGS AT 12:15 AM,
8/18/78., GLADDEN ADVISED HE TOOK HIS WIFE AND 18 YEAR OLD
SON, JOHN W, GLADDEN, TO THE SHOP WHERE HE MET WILSON AT
THE ABOVE TIME. WILSON ARRIVED ALONE, DRIVING AN OLD
MODEL BLUE CHEVROLET SEDAN WITH WHITE TOP, BEARING UNKNOWN

LOUISIANA TAG., WILSON APPARENTLY HAD BEEN DRINKING INAS~-
MUCH AS HIS EYES WERE VERY RED AND HE SMELLED OF ALCOHOL

HOWEVER , HE DID NOT TALK LIKE AN INTOXICATED PERSON IN
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GLADDEN'S OPINION AND SEEMED TO BE "VERY DEPRESSED ,"

WILSON SAID "I'M THE MYSTERY MAN, I'HM THE MAN THAT
MURDERED MARTIN LUTHER KING .” THEY TALKED FOR APPROXIMATELY
ONE HOUR AND 15 MINUTES, WILSON STATED THAT HE GREW UP IN
GRENADA , MS,, WHERE HIS FATHER WAS A BAPTIST MINISTER, THE
BLACKS @®EFERRED TO AS "NEGRES AND NIGGERS™ BY WILSON), WHO
LIVED IN THE AREA WERE WELCOMED TO WORSHIP AT THE CHURCHj
HOWEVER , WHEN THE NORTHERN BLACKS BEGAN TO GOME DOWN SOUTH,
WILSON'S FATHER WELCOMED THEM INTO HIS CHURCH ONLY IF THEY
CAME TO WORSHIP AND NOT TO CAUSE TROUBLE, ACCORDING TO
WIL$ON, THE BLACKS HAD COME FOR TROUBLE AND IT WAS FOR THIS
REASON THAT HIS ATTITUDE BEGAN TO CHANGE TOWARD BLACKS.

WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS, "I AM THE ONE THAT PULLED THE
TRIGGER . THERE WAS A CONSPIRACY, I WAS.THE LOGICAL ONE,"
WILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS HE HAD "BEEN WITH THE GOVERNMENT
AND GOT INXOLVED IN SOME UNDECLARED WARS."™ (HE DID NOT

FURTHER ELABORATE 3 HOWEVER , GLADDEN RECALLED THAT WILSON
ONCE MENTIONED HE HAD BEEN IN THE AIR FORCE,) WILSON CLAIMED

TO KNOW MARTIN LUTHER KING'S FATHER AND BROTHER AND STATED
HE GREY UP NEXT DOOR TO A COUSIN OF MARTIWN LUTHER KING AND
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"KNEW HIS ENTIRE FAMILY.,"

GLADDEN RECALLED THAT HE GLADDEN) HAD ONCE PURCHASED
A USED MUSTANG FOR HIS DAUGHTER., ON SEEING THE VEHICLE
WILSON REMARKED HE HAD ONCE PURCHASED A WHITE MUSTANG FOR
HIS DAUGHTER .

DURING THE CONVERSATION ON THE EARLY MORNING OF
8/18/78, WILSON STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER HAD DRIVEN THE WHITE
MUSTANG TO MEMPHIS AT THE TIME OF THE KING KILLING, WILSON
COMME&TED THAT HE wAS IN MEMPHIS AT THAT TIME, BUT HAD
DOCUMENTED HIMSELF TO BE IN KANSAS CITY AS AN ALIBI, l.!JILSON‘
STATED THAT JAMES EARL RAY wAS THE "FALL GUY,.” "RAY ONLY
SAY ME TWICE, BUT I KNEW HIM, RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO HAVE ’
GOTTEN AWAY CLEAN, I°'M SURPISED RAY HAS BROUGHT IT ALL BACK
UP AGAIN BECAUSE HE WOULD HAVE HIS PAROLE IN TWO YEARS."

WILSOY¥ TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT HE WYOULD NOT SEE THEM
ANYMORE AFTER TON'IGHT AND HE WANTED THEM TO HAVE ALL HIS
EXPENSIVE WATCH REPAIR EQUIPMENT, |

WILSON, AGAIN REFERRING TO THE KING ASSASSINATION,
STATED , "IT WAS PART OF A GROUP CONSPIRACY." HE PROVIDED NO
FURTHER DETAILS STATING HE WOULD ONLY DEAL iAIITH THE
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"SHERIFF OF MEMPHIS (EHNN,), WHO HE USED TO FLY WITH,

WILSON FELT THAT THE GOVERNMENT WANTED IT TO HAPPEN TO KING .
"I KNEw IT NEEDED TO BE DONE," WILSON DID NOT BELIEVE HE
WOULD HAVE TO SERVE MUCH TIME FOR HIS INVOLVEMENT , STATING
"I'M NOT SORRY I DID IT, THE NIGGERS ARE BETTER OFF,”

LATER IN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE GLADDENS, WILSON SAID HE
WAS SORRY HE HAD DONE IT.

WILSON STATED HE HAD TALKED WITH THE MEMPHIS SHERIFF
BY PHONE AND WAS TO MEET HIM AT THE GULFPORT, MS,, HOLIDAY
INN DURING THE MORNING OF 8/18/78. WILSON SPECULATED AS
TO WHETHER OR NOT HE WOULD BE PROVIDED WITH A TV IN HIS CELL
AND INDICATED HE PROBABLY WOULD BE GIVEN WORK AS Al
INSTRUCTOR OR REPAIRMAN OF WATCHES WHILE IN JAIL,

REVERTING TO THE KING ASSASSINATION, WILSON TOLD
THE GLADDENS THAT HE SHOT KING “NOT FROM 5@ YARDS AWAY, BUT
5¢ FEET AWAY." HE WAS CLOSE ENOUGH TO SEE THE BULLET HIT
AND STATED SPECIFICALLY THAT "I SHOT THE SHIT OUT OF HIM AND
SAy IT FLY.” WILSON NEVER MENTIONED TO GLADDEN THE TYPE OF

GUN HE ALLEGEDLY USED OR THE LOCATION FROM WHICH HE ALLEGEDLY
SHOT KING .
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AT ONE POINT IN THE CONVERSATION WITH THE GLADDENS,
WILSON APPARENTLY FEELING A DISAPPROVING GLANCE FROM GLADDEN'S
18 YEAR OLD SON, WARNED THE SON HE HAD BETTER NOT INTERFERE.,

CONCERNING THE UNIDENTIFIED MEMPHIS SHERIFF, WILSON
OFFERED TO FURNISH THIS INDIVIDUAL 'S NAME AND TELEPHONE NO.
TO GLADDEN FOR VERIFICATION OF HIS REMARKS; HOWEVER , GLADDEN
REFUSED . WILSON SAID HE HAS "GONE THROUGH TEN YEARS OF HELL,
AND BECAUSE HE KILLED KING, IT RUINED 26 YEARS OF MARRIAGE ;
HOYEVER , HIS CONSCIENCE ONLY STARTED BOTHERING HIN IN THE
LAST FEW YEARS.

APPARENTLY REFERRING TO A SKETCH OF KING 'S KILLER,
wILSON TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT IT WAS ALMOST AN EXACT LIKENESS
OF HIM AND BECAUSE IT WAS RECENTLY SHOWN ON TV, HE DECIDED
TO TURN HIMSELF IN. HE SAID HE HAS A SISTER IN FULTON, HS,
(NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED), WHO TELEPHONED HIM IN OCEAN
SPRINGS TO SAY THAT THE SKETCH LOOKED JUST LIKE HIM, WILSON
TOLD THE GLADDENS THAT HE HAD TELEPHONED VARIOUS FAMILY
MEMBERS TO LET THEM KNOW HE WAS TURNING HIMSELF IN,

WILSON ALSO STATED THAT HE, AT ONE TIME, INTENDED TO
OPEN A WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN TUPELO, MS., BUT DECIDED
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AGAINST IT BECAUSE OF THE TENSE RACIAL SITUATION,
WILSON ALSO ONCE TOLD MRS, GLADDEN THAT HE GETS "FLIGHT

PHYSICAL EXAMINATIONS™ AT KEESLER AIR FORCE, BILOXI, MS.

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT WILSON REPEATED HIMSELF MANY TIMES
DURING THE ONE HOUR AND FIFTEEN MINUTE CONVERSATION ON
8/18/78, BUT HE PROVIDED NO FURTHER DETAILS CONCERNING THE
KING ASSASSINATION, OTHER THAN THAT STATED HEREIN,

AT THE END OF THEIR CONVERSATION, GLADDEN ADVISED
WILSON DEPARTED THE STORE IN HIS AUTOMOBILE AND HEADED IN AN
EASTERLY DIRECTION, THE GLADDENS WERE AFRAID AND DISTURBED
AT THE CONVERSATION AND PROMPTLY TELEPHONED THE JACKSON FBI
OFFICE ,

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT TO THE BEST OF HIS RECOLLECTION
DURING THE SHORT TIME HE AND HIS WIFE KNEW WILSON, HE NEVER
TALKED ABOUT HIS PAST, OTHER THAN TO MENTION THAT HE HAD
BEEN IN THE U. S. AIR FORCE; HAD BEEN MARRIED FIVE TIMES,
TYICE TO THE SAME WOMAN; HE GREW UP IN-MISS.; AND HAD BEEN
ON THE GULF COAST LESS THAN THREE MONTHS. THE GLADDENS DO
NOT KNOW WHERE HE CAME FROM OR WHAT HE HAS DONE PRIOR TO HIS
ARRIVING AT THEIR PLACE OF BUSINESS 7/26/78.

- HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 108




| HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 109

PAGE TEN JN 62-544 UNCLASE F T O

GLADDEN ADVISED THAT IN HIS REGULAR BUSINESS AS SOCIAL
SECURITY OFFICE MANAGER HE HAS PERSONAL DEALINGS ON A

FREQUENT BASIS WITH PEOPLE HAVING MENTAL PROBLEMS AND WHILE
HE IS NOT A QUALIFIED PERSON IN THIS FIELD, HE IS NOT OF THE

OPINION WILSON HAS MENTAL IMPAIRMENT, HE DESCRIBED WILSON
AS A WHITE MALE; 5 FT, 8 INCHES; 155 LBSg; MEDIUM BUILD ;

RUDDY COMPLEXION; GRAYING HAIR; AGE 46, WHO LIKES TO DRINK
VODKA AND COKE,

ON 8/.8/78,SHORTLY BEFORE NOON, WILSON TELEPHONICALLY
CONTACTED GLADDEN ADVISING THAT HE HAD BEEN BETRAYED , THAT
HE HAD BEEN TO GULFPORT , MS,, HOLIDAY INN, ALONG WITH "THE

FATHER™ (NOT FURTHER IDENTIFIED BY WILSON), WHERE HE HAD

SEEN PERSONS BELIEVED TO BE WITH THE FBI. HE WAS NOW BACK
AT HIS RESIDENCE WATCHING THE WINDOWS AND WOULD BLOW THE
HEAD OFF OF ANYONE WHO CAME, EXCEPT "THE FATHER."

ABOUT THREE HOURS LATER, MR, AND MRS, GLADDEN WERE
SURPRISED TO SEE WILSON WALK INTO THEIR GIFT SHOP, HE WAS

CLEAN SHAVEN AND NEAT, HE APPARENTLY HAD NOT BEEN DRINKING .
HE IMPLIED HE HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE FBI, BUT THEY WERE
NOT GOING TO DO ANYTHING TO HIM, HE HAD MADE SOME KIND OF
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BARGAIN, HE NOW WANTED TO LIVE A NORMAL LIFE AND ASKED
IF HE COULD KEEP HIS WATCH REPAIR BUSINESS IN THE BACK OF
GLADDEN'S STORE AS USUAL.
THE GLADDENS ADVISED WILSON THEY WERE SERIOUSLY
' CONTEMPLATING SELLING THE BUSINESS AND HAD ALREADY CONTACTED
A REALTOR ., |
AT 6:28 PM,‘8/18/78, FIVE FBI AGENTS ESTABLISHED

PHYSICAL OBSERVATION AT THE HOLIDAY INN, U, S. HIGHWAY 90,
GLFPORT , MS,

AT APPROXIMATELY 6345 PM, A 1970 PLYMOUTH BEARING JACKSON
COUNTY, MS., LICENSE JAH-637 STOPPED IN FRONT OF THE HOLIDAY
INN AND A WHITE MALE, WHO LATER ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE UWAS
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR,, EXITED THE VEHICLE AND ENTERED THE
HOLIDAY INN, THE WHITE MALE DRIVER OF THE VEHICLE THEREAFTER
PARKED THE VEHICLE AND CAME TO THE ENTRANCE OF THE‘HOLIDAY
INN, WHERE HE WAS APPROACHED BY SA BENJAMIN F, GRAVES AND
WAS ASKED IF HE WAS FATHER NOEL FANNON AND HE ACKNOWLEDGED
THAT HE wAS.

FATHER FANNON WAS ADVISED THAT GENE BARKSDALE, SHERIFF
OF SHELBY COUNTY, MEMPHIS, TENN,, WAS NOT GOING TO MEET
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WILSON, HE WAS ADVISED THAT AGENTS OF THE FBI WERE IN THE
MOTEL AND HE WAS REQUESTED TO TELL WILSON THAT THE SHERIFF WAS
NOT GOING TO MEET HIMgj; HOWEVER , THE FBI AGENTS WERE AT THE

MOTEL AND DESIRED TO TALK WITH HIM IF HE, WILSON, WOULD AGREE
TO TALK WITH THE AGENTS., FATHER FANNON STATED HE WOULD LIKE

TO TALK TO WwILSON BECAUSE SHERIFF BARKSDALE HAD LIED ABOUT
HIS APPEARANCE IN GULFPORT .

| FATHER FANNON THEREAFTER ENTERED THE MOTEL AND TALKED
WITH WILSON IN THE LOBBY. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THEY BOTH
RETURNED TO THE SIDEWALK IN FRONT OF THE MOTEL AND SA GRAVES
IDENTIFIED HIMSELF TO WILSON AND ASKED HIM IF HE WERE BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE WAS AND LATER STATED
HE WAS A JUNIOR.

WILSON wAS ADVISED THAT SHERIFF BARKSDALE WAS NOT THERE

TO MEET HIM, HOWEVER, FBI AGENTS WERE THERE AND DESIRED TO
TALK WITH HIM, PARTICULARLY ABOUT HIS DAUGHTER SUPPOSEDLY
HAVING DRIVEN A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY, MO., TO

MEMPHIS, TENN, HE STATED HE HAD NO INFORMATION TO FURNISH

THE FBI, WILSON INQUIRED AS TO WHETHER OR NOT HE WAS UNDER
ARREST AND HE WAS ADVISED HE WAS NOT UNDER ARREST, . WILSON
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COMMENTED HE WAS NOT GOING TO GIVE ANYONE ANY TROUBLE ., HE

WAS ASKED IF HE HAD ANY WEAPONS ON HIM AND HE STATED HE DID
NOT AND THAT SA GRAVES COULD SEARCH HIM IF HE SO DESIRED.

WILSON WAS THEN “PATTED DOWN™ AND NO WEAPONS WERE FELT ON
HIS BODY,

WILSON COMMENTED THAT HE AND FATHER FANNON HAD BEEN
T0 THE MOTEL AT 9:39 AM, 8/18/78, AND AGAIN AT 6:39 PM,

8/18/78, TO SEE SHERIFF BARKSDALE AND THE SHERIFF HAD LIED
TO THENM,

WILSON THEN ASKED FATHER FANNON IF HE WOULD DRIVE HIM
BACK TO THE PLACE HE HAD BEEN PICKED UP AND FATHER FANNON
AGREED TO DO SO.

WILSON wAS AGAIN ADVISED THAT FBI AGENTS WERE AT THE
MOTEL AND WERE STILL WILLING TO TALK TO HIM AND HE
REITERATED HE HAD NOTHING TO SAY TO THE FBI AND , AS HE
DEPARTED , COMMENTED THAT THE FBI IN THE PAST HAD HARASSED
HIS FATHER WITHOUT ANY EXPLANATION,

FATHER FANNON AND WILSON THEREAFTER LEFT THE AREA OF THE
HOLIDAY INN IN FATHER FANNON'S VEHICLE PROCEEDING EAST ON
HIGHJAY 90. A SURVEILLANCE WAS MAINTAINED ON THE VEHICLE,
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SHORTLY AFTER WILSON AND FATHER FANNON LEFT THE MOTEL,

JACKSON ASAC TELEPHONICALLY ADVISED THE GULFPORT RA THAT

INFORMAT ION HAD BEEN RECEIVED THAT NGIC REVEALED WILSON WAS

WANTED BY THE NEW BRAUNSFELS, TX., PD FOR PROBATION VIOLATION

ON A WARRANT ISSUED APRIL 18, 1978.

THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD WAS NOTIFIED OF THIS OUTSTANDING

WARRANT AND THE SURVEILLANCE OF FATHER FANNON'S VEHICLE WAS

MAINTAINED UNTIL THE VEHICLE ENTERED OCEAN SPRINGS, HS,

(APPROXIMATELY 15 MILES), AT WHICH TIME THE VEHICLE WAS
1 STOPPED BY OFFICERS OTHE OCEAN SPRINGS PD AND WILSON WAS
ARRESTED AT 7:35 PM, AND INCARCERATED IN THE OCEAN SPRINGS
JAIL,

WILSON WAS RIDING AS A PASSENGER IN A PLYMOUTH SEDAN
OyNED AND DRIVEN BY FATHER NOEL FANNON, PRIEST AT ST.
ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS. WILSON
BMITTED HIS FULL IDENTITY AS BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AND
WAS TAKEN TO THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD. HE DECLINED TO TALK TO
THE FBI.

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT 9:17 Pi, REV, NOEL FANNON,
PASTOR , ST, ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS,
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MS., APPEARED AT THE OCEAN SPRINGS PD TO VISIT WILSON,
FATHER FANNON WAS INTERVIEWED , AT WHICH TIME HE ADVISED HE
FIRST MET WILSON THE MORNING OF AUGUST 18, 1978, WHILE EATING
BREAKFAST AT THE MASTER GRILL RESTAURANT , HIGHWAY 9@, OCEAN
SPRINGS. HE HAD NEVER SEEN WILSON BEFORE THIS TIME,

WILSON INDICATED HE WANTED TO CONFIDE IN FATHER FANNON
AND FOLLOWING THEIR CONVERSATION, THE NATURE OF WHICH
FATHER FANNON REFUSéD TO DIVULGE, FANNON AGREED TO FOLLOV
WILSON IN THEIR AUTOMOBILES TO THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT,

MS,, WHERE WILSON HAD TOLD FATHER FANNON HE ®OULD MEET
SHELBY COUNTY, TENN,, SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE ., AFTER THE

MORNING MEETING IN GULFPORT DID NOT COME OFF, AND AT THE

URGING OF WILSON, FATHER FANNON PERSONALLY TELEPHORNED
SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE IN MEMPHIS, DURING THEIR CONVERSATION,

SHERIFF BARKSDALE ASSURED FATHER FANNON HE WOULD PERSONALLY
FLY TO GULFPORT , MS,, IN ORDER TO MEET WITH FATHER FANNON
AND WILSON AT 6230 PM AT THE HOLIDAY INN,

7 FATHER FANNON ADVISED HE CANNOT COMMENT ON WILSON
PERSONALLY DUE TO THE SHORT LENGTH OF TIME HE HAD CONTACT
WITH THIS INDIVIDUAL, HE CONTINUED TO POLITELY REFUSE TO
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REVEAL THE NATURE OF WILSON'S CONFIDENCE IN HIM,

FATHER FANNON WAS ADVISED BY JACKSON SA IN BRIEF
CONCERNING WILSON'S REMARKS TO THE GLADDENS ABOUT HIS
INVOLVEMENT IN THE KING ASSASSINATION; HOWEVER , FATHER
FANNON REFUSED TO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT THIS ALSO HAD BEEN THE
SUBJECT OF WILSON'S CONFIDENCE IN HIM,

SAN ANTONIO DIVISION AT NEW BRAUNSFELS, TEXAS. CONTACT
NEW BRAUNSFELS PD AND ADVISED THEM OF WILSON*S INCARCERATION
AT OCEAN SPRINGS, MISS., PD, TELEPHONE 875-2211.

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING JACKSON DIVISION,

BT

SA 1

i
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TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY
HEMPHIS (44-1987) PRIORLTY |
JACKSQN (IWFO)
SAN ANTOHIO (INFO)
BT \
UNCLAS E F T O
ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIKIES UWIT, ROOM 8988 JEH. MUK KI N,
RE MFﬂPHPS TELETYPES T0 BUREAU /15,78 AND SAN ANTO NIO

TELETYPE TO BUREAU 8/18/78.

oW 8/19/78 BETTY LOU WADE, 235 'SMIH-RD. BbFLFSOO TEXAS WHO
13 FORMER WIFE OF BUnGESS AUDIE UILDON STATES SHE WAS MARRIED TO

UILSON ON 4/4/68 AND CAN POoLTIVFLY STATE UILSOM WAS AT GRANDVIEW,
PISSOURI, THAT uﬁTL AND COULD HOT. HAVE BEEN I MEWPHIS, TE NN, ,

AS HE IS pLAIwINu. SHE "SAID TAEY'PESIDFD AT AN UNPECALLED

ADDRESS ON HERRICK ST. AND WILSON HAD A JENLLRY BUSI NESS AT

THE hAT7 DRUG STORE I GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI . AWADE SAID MR. KATZ
SUBS@UENTLY.DQLD THE DRUG STORE AND THE BUSIHESS WAS MOVED TO
BELTOW, MISSOURI, WHERE IS WAS ESTABLISHED IN A SWMALL SHOPPING

CENTER ‘UNDER THE EﬁAM:E OF WILBUR'S JEWELRY. | 62-5(7”-37
, N : By S ok ’
| | ’ RUE - 1976

bdudALnbuN
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WADE SAID WILSON NEVER OWNED OR HAD ACCESS TO A WHITE

- MUSTANG VEHICLE AND HER DAUGHTER DEBRA ANN JONES NEE WILSON

NEVER DROVE A@Y'VEHICLE'FROM KANSAS CITY, MISSQGRI; TO MEMPHIS,

TENN., ON OR ABOUT 4/4/68. L ’
WADE ADVISED SHE HAS BEEN DIVORCED FROM WILSON FOR OVER

) YEARS. SHE SAID NILDON HAS EXPERIENC&D MENTAL PROBLEMS FOR
YEARS AND SHE\DESCRIBED HIM AS A "LIAR AND CON ARTIST WHO CAN'I
DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN TRUTH AND FANIASY". SHE SAID HE DEFINITELY

/

NEEDS MEDICAL HELP.

k3

JADE SAID SHE HAS RECEIVED NUWEROUS THREATESING AR HARASST G
TELEPHORE CALLS FROM WILSON OVER' THE PREVIOUS 5 YEARS - AND HAD HIM®
ARRESTED AT CELBURN, TEXKAS IV 1976 FOR HON-CHILD SUPPORT
pND HARASSHENT. 'SHE SAID WILSON WAS COMMITTED TO A HOSPITAL AT NEW
BRAUNFELS, TEXAS Il 1974-1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE WENTAL. CO\DILION
~ WADE STATES WILSOW ALWAYS CARRIES A 35 CAL. PISTOL AiD SHE WOULD
CORSIDER HIil DANGnPOUS.-' e

SHE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING LIST OF WILS0#'S RELATIVES WHO Al
SUBSTANTIATE HIS MENTAL CONDITION:. SISTERS, LYD& MCGAHEY, 2202 EAST
§TH AVE. WORTH, COLUMBUS, MI»SISblPPI TELEPHONE NUMBER 327-
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1141, CHRISTINE GUNTHOéP, ROUTE 1 BOX 36, FULTON, #ISSISSIPPI;
BROTHER, ALLISON WILSON, REFORI, ALABAMA; CHILDREN, STEPHEH
WAYNE WILSO®, 3117 LIVINGS00N, FORT WORTH, TEXAS, TELEPHOKE
NUMBER 923-9414, MARK'ANTHONY WILSON, 514 SOUTHEAST GARDENS, APT.
132, BURLESOK, TEXAS, TELEPHONE NUWBER 295-2854, DEBRA AN JONES,
2628 NEWBURG RD. LOT @UHBE%lIQG AT BELVDERE,-ILLINOLS, TELEPﬁONE
NUMBER 543-9734. | E

DALLAS I#DICES SEARCH NEGATIVE RE WILSOW.

FURTHER LEADS BEING LEFT TO THE DISCRETION OF MEMPHIS,

BT

|

23119252 JW |
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TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) PRIORITY

UEMPHIS (44-1987) PRIORITY .

JACKSON (I4dFO)

SAL ANTONIO (INFO)

BT

UliCLAS E F ? 0

ATTH COFGRESSIONAL INGUIRIES UHNIT, ROOW 3988 JEH, WMURKIN.
RE MEWMPHIS TELETYPES TO BUREAU 3/18/78 AMD SAH AUTONIO

TELETYPE TO BUREAU §/18/78.

ON g/19/7¢ BETTY LOU VADE, 233 SilIH RD. BURLESQN, TEXAS UHO
IS FORMER WIFE OF BURGESS AUDIE UILSOH, STATES SHE VAS HAKKHIED TO

YILSOW O 4/4/68 AUD CAR POSITIVELY STATE WILSON UAS AT CRANDVIEY,.
MISSOURI, THAT DATE AWD COULD GOT HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS, TENM.,
A4S HE IS CLAIMING. SHE SAID THEY RESIDED AT AN UNRECALLED
ADDRESS ON HERRICK ST. ALD WILSOR HAD A JEUELRY BUSINESS AT
THE KATZ DRUG STORE Il GRANDVIEY, MISSOURI, UADE SAID MR. KATZ
SUBSQUENTLY SOLD THE DRUG STORE AD THE BUSILESS WAS HOVED TO
BELTOY, MISSOURI, WHERE IS WAS ESTABLISHED IN A SHUALL SHOPPI L3
CENTER UKDER THE BAHE OF VILBUR'S JEVELRY. Q;:l.-=€;qt$‘:5j

O¥ O+
\ o T

2%
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VADE SAID VILSOH NWEVER OWVHED OR HAD ACCESS TO A WHITE
HMUSTALG VEHICLE AND HER DAUGHTER DEBRA AN& JONES HEE WILSOR

NEVER DROVE ALY VEHICLE FROIl KAUNSAS CITY, MISSOURI, TO HMEMPHIS,

TENN., O0 OR ABOUT 4/4/68,
VADE ADVISED SHE HAS BEEYN DIVORCED FROM! WILSON FOR OVER
5 YEARS. SHE SAID WILSOM HAS EXPERIENCED HENTAL PROBLENMS FOR

YEARS AND SHE DESCRIBED HIM AS A “LIAR AKD CON ARTIST WHO CAN'T
DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN TRUTH AED FANTASY". SHE SALD HE DEFINITELY
NEEDS HEDICAL HELP. | ‘

WADE SAID SHE HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS THREATENING AID HARASSItG
TELEPHONE CALLS FROM WILSON OVER THE PREVIOUS 5 YEARS ALD HAD HI
ARRESTED AT CELBURN, TEXAS IR 1976 FOR KON-CHILD SUPPORT
AUD HARASSHENT, SHE SAID UILSON VAS COMMITTED To A HOSPITAL AT KEW
BRAUNFELS, TEXAS IN 1974-1975 FOR HIS UNSTABLE HENTAL COIDITION.
VADE STATES WILSON ALVAYS CGARRIES A 38 CAL. PISTOL AID SHE WOULD
CONSIDER HIH DAKGEROUS. ,

SHE. FURNLSHED THE FOLLOWING LIST OF UILSON'S RELATIVES WHO CAR

SUBSTANTIATE HIS MENTAL COMDITION: SISTERS, LYDA MCGAHEY, 2002 EAST
8TH AVE, NOKRTH, COLUIBUS, MISSISSIPPI, TELEPHONE WGMBER 327-
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1141, CHRISTINE GUNTHORP, ROUTE | BOX 36, FULTON, HISSISSIPPI;
BROTHER, ALLISON UILSON, REFORt, ALABAHMA; CHILDREN, STEPHEN
YAYNE WILSON, 3117 LIVINGSOON, FORT YORTH, TEXAS, TELEPHONE
NUMBER 923-9414, MARK ANTHONY VILSOY, 514 SO0UTHEAST GARDENS, APT.
132, BURLESOWN, TEXAS, TELEPHOLE NUNBER 295-2854, DEBRA ANN JOMES,
2628 NEWBURG RD, LOT BUMBER 10G AT BELVDERE, ILLIOIS, TELEPHONE
NUMBER 543-9734.

DALLAS IUDICES SEARCH HEGATIVE RE WILSON.

FURTHER LEADS BEING LEFT T0 THE DISCRETION OF MEMPHIS.
BT

23119252 JbW 1

HW¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 121
A p




b
‘ & &

MEOG1G 231653 0700
PP HQ BH DL JN
P 19053 AUz 78

FM  MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M ) (P)
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861)> PRIORITY
BIRMINGHAM PRIORITY
DALLAS PRIORITY
JACKSON  PRIORITY
BT
UNCLASEFTO
ATTN CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT , ROOM 8988 JEH,
MURKIN,
RE MEMPHIS TELETYPES TO BURE:AU‘AUGUST 18, 1978, ¥0 COPIES
TO BIRMINGHAM OR DALLAS., ‘
FOR THE INFORMATION OF BIRMINGHAM AND DALLAS, ON AUGUST 18,
1978, GENE BARKSDALE , SHERIFF , SHELBY COUNTY, TENN,, ADVISED THAT ON
THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED 2 TELEPHONE CALLS

FROM BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, WILSON, WHO WAS FORMERLY IN THE
TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENN,, WITH
BARKSDALE , INFORMED THE SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR . MARTIN
LUTHER KING IN 1968 AT MEMPHIS 3 THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE
MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS 3 DAYS PRIOR TO
KING *S DEATH AND WISHED TO SURRENDER TO ‘Dl Sqq 38

Ol Obs.
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BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT , MISS. ARRANGEMENTS WERE

MADE FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REV,., NOEL FANNONW, PASTOR, ST.
ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISS,, TO APPEAR

AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT , MISS., AT 6:3 Pl ON AUGUST 18,

1978, AT WHICH TIME THEY WERE TO BE CONTACTED BY SPECIAL
AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE, WILSON WAS CONTACTED BY SPECIAL

AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICEj; HOWEVER, HE DECLINED TO DISCUSS
INFORMATION REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, MARTI# LUTHER KING

WITH THEM,
-
ON AUGUST 18, 1978, VERNON AND OPAL HOOTEN, 3895 RUSKIN

RD ., BARTLETT , TENN,, THE FORMER FATHER-IN-LAW AND MOTHER~IN-LAW
OF WILSON, FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION :

WILSON AND THEIR DAUGHTER BETTY LOU, AGE 47, WHO NOW
RESIDES WITH HER PRESENT HUSBAND KEITH WADE AT 233 SMITH ST.,
BURLESON, TEXAS, WERE MARRIED IN THE 134¢2°'S AND THE MARRIAGE
WAS TERMINATED BY DIVORCE IN ABOUT 1972 OR 1573. THE WILSONS
HAD 3 CHILDREN, DEBORAH ANN, AGE 28, WHO NOW RESIDES WITH HER

B B T PRV AR Pk ¥ PRAES AR Por
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WHOM RESIDE IN BURLESON, TEXAS, SPECIFIC ADDRESSES UNKNOWN,
WILSON HAS ONE BROTHER AL WILSON, WHO RESIDES IN REFORM, ALA.,

AND 2 SISTERS, LYDA MC GAHA, WHO RESIDES IN REFORM, ALA.,
AND CHRISTINE WILSON, MARRIED NAME NOT KNOWN, WHO RESIDES IN
FULTON, MISS,. KIS PARENTS ARE DECEASED .

BURGESS AND BETTY LOU WILSON RESIDED IN MEMPHIS, TENN.,
AT VARIOUS TIMES, SPECIFIC PERIODS OF TIME NOT RECALLED , AT
KANSAS CITY, MO., AND CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. THEY MOVED TO
KANSAS CITY, MO,.,, IN 1963 FROM MEMPHIS WHERE THEY OPERATED A
JEWELRY STORE, BETTY LOU WILSON LEFT BURGESS AT KANSAS CITY
AFTER THEY HAD RESIDED THERE 2 OR 3 YEARS AND RETURNED TO MEMPHIS,
WHILE RESIDING IN KANSAS CITY, MO., BURGESS PURCHASED A WHITE
MUSTANG AUTOMOBILE FOR HIS DAUGHTER DEBORAH. THE HOOTENS ARE

OF THE OPINION THAT THIS WHITE MUSTANG AUTOMOBILE WAS NEVER
TRANSPORTED TO MEMPHIS, TENN. AFTER BETTY LOU AND THE CHILDREN

LEFT KANSAS CITY AND RETURNED TO MEMPHIS, BURGESS FOLLOWED
AND THE FAMILY RESIDED IN MEMPHIS AS A FAMILY UNIT FOR A YEAR
OR 2 BEFORE MOVING TO CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. THE MARRIAGE WAS
TERMINATED IN CANYON LAKE, TEXAS, BY DIVORCE IN ABOUT 1972 OR
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1973, BURGESS WILSON WAS SELDOM GAINFULLY EMPLOYED BUT DID

FROM TIME TO TINE ATTEMPT TO OPERATE JEWELRY STORES AND WATCH
REPAIR SHOPS, )

ON THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, VERNON HOOTEN RECEIVED A
TELEPHONE CALL FROM BURGESS AUDIE WILSON AT APPROXIMATELY
8:00 PM, WILSON ASKED GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HEALTH AND
YELFARE OF THE HOOTENS AND REMARKED THAT HE RESIDED IN NEW
ORLEANS, LA. WILSON FURNISHED NO OTHER PERSONAL DATA REGARDING
HIMSELF AND THE PHONE CALL WAS TERMINATED AFTER THE LAPSE OF A
FEW MINUTES. ON AUGUST 18, 1978, VERNON HOOTEN TALKED WITH HIS
SON JAMES HOOTEN, WHO RESIDES AT 2981 ST . ELMO, MEMPHIS, AND HIS
SON INFORMED HINM THAT BURGESS WILSON HAD ALSO CALLED HIM ON
THE EVENING OF AUGUST 17, 1978, WHILE WILSON WAS TALKING WITH
EITHER JAMES HOOTEN OR HIS WIFE MARIE, HE REMARKED THAT HE HAD
KILLED DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1968, JAMES AND MARIE HOOTEN
ARE OF THE OPINION THAT WILSON WAS EXAGGERATING AND DO NOT BELIEVE
THAT HE IN FACT PARTICIPATED IN THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING.

THE HOOTENS DESCRIBED WILSON AS A VERY HEAVY DRINKER 3
HOWEVER , THEY POINTED OUT THAT WHEN DRINKING HE TALKS COHERENTLY
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AND HIS MOVEMENTS DO NOT GIVE EVIDENCE THAT HE IS INTOXICATED,
HE IS A BOASTFUL TALKER AND OFTEN MAKES EXAGGERATED STATEMENTS
IN AN EFFORT TO IMPRESS PEOPLE WHO ARE LISTENING TO HIM, HE

HAS IN THE PAST BEEN PHYSICALLY ABUSIVE TOWARD HIS WIFE AND

CHILDREN AND ON ONE OCCASION HELD HIS FORMER WIFE'S HEAD UNDER
WATER IN THE BATHTUB FOR A CONSIDERABLE PERIOD OF TIME, HE

HAS MADE THREATS TO KILL VERNON HOOTEN AND HIS FORMER WIFE BETTY

DU wILSON, ON ONE OCCASION HE CHECKED IN THE VETERANS
ADMINISTRATION (VA) HOSPITAL AT MEMPHIS, TENN., DATE NOT
RECALLED , AND COMPLAINED OF A HEART ATTACKj3; HOWEVER , MEDICAL

EXAMINATION REVEALED NO HEART PROBLEM, ON ANOTHER OCCASION HE
CHECKED IN AT THE VA HOSPITAL AND COMPLAINED OF A CRIPPLED LEG

_AND AGAIN MEDICAL EXAMINATION REVEALED NOTHING WAS WRONG WITH

HIM, VERNON HOOTEN BELIEVES THAT WILSON WOULD FALSELY CONFESS
TO A CRIME IN ORDER TO HAVE A PLACE TO SLEEP AND EAT IF HE WAS
IN NEED OF FOOD AND SHELTER,., IN THE OPINION OF THE HOOTENS,

WILSON IS A COMPULSIVE LIAR AND BOTH ARE OF THE OPINION THAT HE

HAD NOTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO WITH THE ASSASSINATION OF DR,
MARTIN LUTHER KING, THEY CANNOT RECALL SPECIFICALLY WHERE HE
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RESIDED IN 1968 BUT ARE OF THE OPINION THAT HE DID NOT MAINTAIN
A RESIDENCE IN MEMPHIS AT THAT TIME. THEY DO NOT KNOW WHETHER
HE EVER OWNED OR POSSESSED A GUN OR OTHER WEAPON BUT ARE OF THE
OPINION THAT HE DID NOT.

ON AUGUST 18, 1978, JAMES HOOTEN, 2081 ST, ELMO, MEMPHIS,
TENN,, FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 3

ABOUT 9339 PM ON AUGUST 17, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,
COMMONLY KNOWN AS BILL WILSON, CALLED JAMES HOOTEN STATING HE
WAS CALLING FROM CANYON LAKE, TEXAS. HE MADE GENERAL INQUIRIES
REGARDING THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF JAMES HOOTEN AND HIS WIFE
MARIE, AND THEN HE REQUESTED HOOTEN TO CALL SHELBY COUNTY,
TENN,, SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE FOR HIM, HOOTEN QUESTIONED HIM
REGARD ING THE NATURE OF HIS REQUEST, AND WILSON TOLD HIM HE HAD
TELEPHONED BARKSDALE ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 17, 1978, AND
HAD AN APPOINTMENT WITH HIM ON AUGUST 20, 1978, PLACE NOT
STATED . HE INFORMED HOOTEN HE HAD GALLED BARKSDALE AND WAS

MEETING WITH HIM TO SURRENDER HIMSELF BECA“USE HE SHOT AND KILLED
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KING IN 1968, HE WANTED HOOTEN TO CALL SHERIFF

BARKSDALE FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONFIRMING HIS, WILSON'S, IDENTITY
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AND THE APPOINTMENT . HOOTEN REFUSED TO HONOR WILSON'S REQUEST

AND QUESTIONED HIS SINCERITY REGARDING HIS CLAIM FOR BOTH THE

KILLING AND THE APPOINTMENT WITH THE SHERIFF. WILSON INSISTED

HE HAD KILLED KING AND STATED HE HAD MET WITH SHERIFF BARKSDALE
PERSONALLY ABOUT 2 WEEKS PREVIOUSLY. HE TERMINATED THE CALL

WHEN HE REALIZED HOOTEN WOULD NOT CALL THE SHERIFF AS HE
REQUESTED .

ACCORDING TO HOOTEN, WILSON IS AN EXTREMELY HEAVY DRINKER,
HE FEELS THAT WILSON WAS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL WHEN
CALLED AND THAT HIS HEAVY CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL HAS HAD AN
ADVERSE EFFECT ON HIS MIND., WILSON WAS AT ONE TIME PLACED IN AN
UNKNOWN HOSPITAL IN TEXAS BY HIS SON, STEVEN, TO HAVE HIM

TREATED FOR ALCOHOLISM. HOOTEN IS OF THE OPINION THAT WILSON
HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, KING BUT DUE

TO THE MENTAL DETERIORATION OF HIS MIND MAY BELIEVE HE DID.
HOOTEN IS NOT CERTAIN BUT BELIEVES WILSON WAS NOT IN THE

MEMPHIS AREA AT THE TIME DR. KING WAS KILLED,

DALLAS WILL CONTACT BETTY LOU WADE AT 233 SMITH ST.,
BURLESON, TEXAS, AND OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION

!
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REGARD ING BURGESS AUDIE WILSON AS WELL AS THE ADDRESSES OF WILSON'S
CHILDREN DEBORAH ANN, STEVEN, AND MARK ANTHONY, STEVEN AND

MARK ANTHONY WILSON SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED FOR INFORMATION

AVAILABLE TO THEM REGARD ING BURGESS WILSON AND APPROPRIATE

LEADS SHOULD BE SET FORTH REQUESTING INTERVIEW OF DEBORAH ANN

WILSON JONES, BELLEVIEW, ILL .,

A THE BIRMINGHAM OFFICE WILL INTERVIEW LYDA MC GAHA AND AL
WILSON AT REFORM, ALA., AND OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT INFORMATION

RE BURGESS WILSON FROM HIS BROTHER AND SISTER.

JACKSON WILL ATTEMPT TO LOCATE AND INTERVIEY CHRISTINE
WILSON, MARRIED NAME NOT KNOWN, AT FULTON, MISS., AND DEVELOP
ALL PERTINENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION RE BURGESS WILSON.,

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON RE VERACITY
OF HIS ALLEGATIONS AND PRESENCE IN MEMPHIS DURING THE

CRITICAL PERIOD (PRIL 4, 1968) AND IF WILSON HAS HISTORY
OF PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS.

ALL OFFICES NOTE THESE LEADS SHOULD BE GIVEN EXPEDITE
ATTENTION,
BT

}
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ATTN CONGRESSICHAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8983 JEH,
MURKIN ,

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPES TO BUREAU AUGUST 18, 1978, N0 COPIES
TO BIRHINGHAI OR DALLAS. F

FOR THE IUFORHATION OF BIRVMINGHAW AND DALLAS, O AUGUST 18,
1978, GEVE BARKSDALE , SHERLFF , SHELBY COUNTY, TEHN,, ADVISED THAT OU
THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED 2 TELEPHONE CALLS
FROM BURGESS AUDIE YILSON. UILSDY, UHO UAS FORMERLY Il THE
TENNESSEE AIR HATIONAL GUARD UNIT AT HEHPHIS, TEWN,, WITH
BARKSDALE , INFORUED THE SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR, MARTIN
LUTHER KING IN 1968 AT HEHPHIS § THAT HIS DAUSHTER DROVE A WHITE
(IUSTAKG FROH KANSAS CITY MISSGURI, TO HMEMPHIS 3 DAYS PRIOR TO
KIUG 'S DEATH AND UISHED TO SURRENDER TO

(oz—sw 38
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BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY IlN, GULFPORT, i11ISS. ARRAVGEMENTS YERE

FHADE FOR UILSOIl AND COMPANION REV, NOEL FAllioll, PASTOR, ST .
ELIZABETH SETCH CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, [1ISS., TO APPEAR q

AT THE HOLIDAY IUN, GULFPORT , HISS., AT 6330 Pl ON AUGUST 18,

- 1978, AT YHICH TIME THEY WERE TO BE CONTACTED BY SPECIAL
AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE . UWILSON WAS CONTACTED BY SPECIAL

AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE3 HOYEVER, HE DECLINED TO DiScuss
IUFORUATION REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, WARTIN LUTHER KING
WITH THEH, : 1

ol AUGUST 18, 1978, VERLON AND OPAL HOOTEH, 3095 RUSKIN
RD ,, BARTLEIT , TEUU., THE FORMER FATHER-IN-LA4U ALD HOTHER-IH-LAY
OF yILSON, FURNISHED THE FOLLOYING INFORHATION :

S g

WILSON AUD THEIR DAUGHTER BETTY LOU, AGE 47, WHO NOU
RESIDES UITH HER PRESENT HUSBAND KEITH UADE AT 233 SHITH ST.,
BURLESOl, TEXAS, JERE HARRIED IN THE 1940°S ALD THE HMARRIAGE
UAS TERUINATED BY DIVORCE IN ABOUT 1972 OR 1973, THE UILSOHS
HAD 3 GHILDREN, DEBORAH ANN, AGE 28, UHO 40U RESIDES WITH HER

HUSBALD GHARLIE _JONES Il BELLEVIE 1 .., SPECIFIC ADDRESS ;
i T ;’“‘s!fzga‘é, AEE z&Eﬁ:quvc~ K lnendPERIEIS APRRE R or ?
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WHOM RESIDE Il BURLESOl, TEXAS, SPECIFIC ADDRESSES UNKHoOUN,
7ILSOH HAS OHE BROTHER AL YILSON, WHO RESIDES IN REFORM, ALA «,

AtD 2 SISTERS, LYDA HC GAHA, UHO RESIDES IN REFORH, ALA.,
AYD GHRISTINE WILSON, MARRIED HAWE FOT KON, UHO RESIDES Il
FULTOl, HISS, HIS PARENTS ARE DECEASED .

BURGESS AID BETTY LOU WILSON RESIDED IN (IEHPHIS, TEDN,,
AT VARIOUS TIMES, SPEGIFIC PERIODS OF TINE HOT REGALLED , AT
KANHSAS CITY, #0,., ALD CAUYON LAKE, TEXAS. THEY HOVED TO
KANSAS CITY, M., IN 1963 FRQH WEHPHLS UHERE THEY OPERATED A
JEYELRY STORE. BETTY LOU WILSON LEFT BURGESS AT KANSAS CITY
AFTER THEY HAD RESIDED THERE 2 OR 3 YEARS AlD RETURNED TO MEWMPHIS,
WHILE RESIDING IN KANSAS CITY, /0., BURGESS PURCHASED A WHITE
MUSTALG AUTONMOBILE FOR HIS DAUGHTER DEBORAH, THE HOOTENS ARE
OF THE OPINION THAT THIS UHITE HUSTANG AUTONOBILE WAS NEVER
TRANSPORTED TO MENPHIS, TENN,. AFTER BETTY LOU AND THE CHILDREU
LEFT KANSAS CITY AGD RETURNED TO MEHPHIS, BURGESS FOLLOVED
AID THE FAMILY RESIDED IN HEMPHIS AS A FAMILY UNIT FOR A YEAR
0R 2 BEFORE {{OVIKG TO CANYON LAKE , TEXAS. THE UARRIAGE WAS
TERMINATED IN CANYOU LAKE, TEXAS, BY DIVORGE IN ABOUT 1972 OR
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1973, BURGESS WILSON YAS SELDOII GAINFULLY EHPLOYED BUT DID

FROM TINE TO TIME ATTEMPT TO OPERATE JEVELRY STORES AUD WATCH
REPAIR SHOPS,

Ol THE NIGHT OF AUGUST 17, 1978, VERNON HOOTEN RECEIVED A
TELEPHONE CALL FROH BURGESS AUDIE UILSON AT APPROXINATELY
8s08 P, WILSOH ASKED GENERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT THE HEALTH AlD
WELFARE OF THE HOOTEWS AND RENARKED THAT HE RESIDED IN KEU
GRLEANS, LA, WILSON FURNISHED 0 OTHER PERSOUAL DATA REGARDIUG
HIMSELF AD THE PHOBE CALL VAS TERIINATED AFTER THE LAPSE OF A
FEY HINUTES, ON AUGUST 18, 1978, VERNON KOOTEN TALKED VITH HIS
SOl JAUES HOOTEN, UHO RESIDES AT 2081 ST. ELNO, MEHPHIS, AlD HIS
SON INFGRMED HI THAT BURGESS WILSON HAD ALSO CALLED HiH on
THE EVENIKG OF AUGHST 17, 1973. UHILE WILSON UAS TALKING WITH
EITHER JAMES HOOTEN OR HIS UIFE MARIE, HE REMARKED THAT HE HAD
KILLED DR, MARTIN LUTHER KILG IN 19G8. JANES ALD MARIE HOQTEL
ARE OF THE OPINION THAT UILSGU UAS EXAGGERATING ALD DO 10T BELIEVE
THAT HE IN FACT PARTICIPATED IU THE ASSASSINATION OF DR, KIlG,

THE KOOTENS DESCRIBED WILSON AS A VERY HEAVY DRINKER g
HOJEVER , THEY POIGTED OUT THAT WHEN DRINKING HE TALKS COHEREUTLY
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AND HIS MOVEWENTS DO HOT GIVE EVIDENCE THAT HE IS INTOXICATED,
HE IS A BOASTFUL TALKER AND OFTEN MAKES EXAGGERATED STATEMERTS
I} Al EFFORT TO IMPRESS PEOPLE WHO ARE LISTENINS TO HIM, HE

HAS 1N THE PAST BEEN PHYSICALLY ABUSIVE TOWARD HIS WIFE ALD

CHILDREN Allp Ol ONE 0CCASION HELD HIS FORMER WIFE'S HEAD UNDER
‘UATER Il THE BATHIUB FOR A CONSIDERABLE PERIOD OF TIME, IHE

HAS HADE THREATS TO KILL VERKOU ‘HOOTE{! AlD-HIS FORMER YIFE BETTY
DU YILSOW, O ONE OCCASION HE CHECKED IN THE VETERANS L
ADUINISTRATION (/A KOSPITAL AT WEWMPHIS, TENN,, DATE HOT :
RECALLED , AID COMPLAINED OF A HEART ATTACK3 HOWEVER, HEDICAL
EXAMINATION REVEALED O HEART PROBLEN, ON ANOTHER DCCASION HE
CHECKED' IN AT THE VA HOSPITAL AND COMPLAINED OF A CRIPPLED LEG
At AGAIN MEDICAL EXAMINATION REVEALED NOTHING UAS UROUS YITH
Hitt. VERNON HOOTE!N BELIEVES THAT UILSOH WOULD FALSELY CONFESS
TO A CRIVE IN ORDER TO HAVE A PLACE TO SLEEP AD EAT IF HE UAS
Il NEED OF FOOD AtD SHELTER. IN THE OPINION OF THE HOOTEMNS,
WILSON IS A CONPULSIVE LIAR ALD BOTH ARE OF THE OPINION THAT KE

HAD BOTHING WHATSOEVER TO DO UITH THE ASSASSINATION OF DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KIS, THEY CAUNOT RECALL SPECIFICALLY UHERE HE
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PAGE SIX (IE 44-1987 SUB i{) UNCLAS E F T O
RESIDED IN 968 BUT ARE OF THE OPINION THAT HE DID NOT HAINTALN
A RESIDENCE Il HEMPHIS AT THAT TINE, THEY DO NOT KNOW WHETHER
HE EVER OUHED OR POSSESSED A GUN OR OTHER WEAPON BUT ARE OF THE /
OPINION THAT HE DID ROT., ?
OB AUGUST 18, 1978, JAUES HOOTEN, 2081 ST, ELHO, HEUPHIS,
TENN,, FURNISHED THE FOLLOYING INFORMATION : '
ABOUT 9:30 Fil ON AUGUST 17, 1978, BURGESS AUDIE VILSON,
COMMOKLY KHOYN AS BILL UILSON, CALLED JAMES HOOTEN STATING HE
UAS CALLIVG FROY CABYON LAKE, TEXAS, HE HADE GEBERAL INQUIRIES
REGARD I THE HEALTH ALD UELFARE OF JAUES HOOTEH AND HIS UIFE
MARIE, ALD THEW HE REQUESTED HOOTEN TO CALL SHELBY COUNTY,
TENN., SHERIFF GENE BARKSDALE FOR HIN, HOOTEN QUESTIONED HIM
REGARD IUG THE NATURE OF HIS REQUEST , AD WILSON TOLD HIM HE HAD
TELEPHONED BARKSDALE ON THE EVENILG OF AUGUST 17, 1978, AND
HAD AN APPOXNTHENT WITH HIN OW AUGUST 20, 1978, FLACE NOT
STATED . KZ INFORVED HOOTEN HE HAD CALLED BARKSDALZ AMD UAS

MEETING WITH HI TO SURRENDER HIVSELF BECAUSE HE SHOT ARD KILLED
DR, MARTIN LUTHER KIRG Il 1968, HE UANTED HOOTEN TO CALL SHERIFF

BARKSDALE FOR THE PURPOSE OF COUFIRMILG HIS, UILQOU'S, IDENTITY
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AlD THE APPOINTMENT, HOOTEN REFUSED TO HKONOR (TILSON*S REQUEST |

AlD QUESTIONED HIS SINCERITY REGARDING HIS CLAIil FOR BOTH THE

RILLING AlD THE APPOINTHMENT UITH THE SHERIFF. UWILSOMN INSISTED

HE HAD KILLED KIFG AND STATED HE HAD HET UITH_SHERIFF BARKSDALE
PERSGHALLY ABOUT ‘é éEEKS PREVIGUSLY, THE TERMINATED THE CALL

UHEN HE REALIZED HOOTEN YOULD 10T CALL THE SHERIFF AS HE
REQUESTED |
ACCORDING TO HOOTEN, WILSON IS AN EXTREMELY HEAVY DRU‘IKER.
HE FEELS THAT WILSON yaS UBDER THE INFLUENCE OF ALCOHOL WHER
GALLED AED THAT HIS HEAVY CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL HAS HAD Al
- ADVERSE EFFECT OE% HIS HIND. WILSON WAS AT ONE TIME PLACED IV Al
" UNKHOYN HOSPITAL IW TEXAS BY HIS SON, STEVEN, TO HAVE HIM

TREATED FOR ALCOHOLISH, HOOTEN IS OF THE OPINION THAT wiLsol
HAD [OTHINS TO DO WITH THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING BUT DUE

TO THE HUENTAL DETERIORATION QF HIS MIND MAY BELIEVE HE DID.
HOOTEN IS HOT GERTAIN BUT BELIEVES WILSOR WAS HOT IN THE

MEMPHIS AREA AT THE TIVE DR+ KING WAS KILLED,

DALLAS UILL CONTACT BETTY LOU WADE AT 233 SHITH ST.,
BURLESOQN , TEXAS, AND OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION
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. REGARDING BURGESS AUDIE YILSOf AS WELL AS THE ADDRESSES OF $ILSON*S
CHILDREN DEBORAH ANN, STEVEN, AND UARK ANTHONY. STEVEIi AlD
HMARK ANTHONY yILSOl SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED FOR INFORMATION
AVAILABLE '1"0 THE! REGARDII'G BURGESS WILSON AND APPROPRIATE
LEADS SHOULD BE SET FORTH REQUESTIKG INTERVIEY OF DEBORAH ARG
ILSOl JOUES, BELLEVIEYW 4 ILL ¢

THE BIRMIKGHANI OFFICE-UILL INTERVIEW LYDA lC GAKA AND AL
VILSON AT REFORI1, ALA«, AKD OBTAIN ALL PERTINENT INFORMATIOHN

RE BURGESS yILSON FROW HIS BROTHER AND SISTER .

JACKSOH WILL ATTEMPT TO LGCATE AKD INTERVIEU CHRISTIKE
WILSON , HARRIED NAME NOT Kioutl, AT FULTOH‘, 11ISS.y4 AND DEVELOP
ALL PERTINE}&T BACKGROUID INFORMATION RE BURGESS wiLsod,

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEY RELATIVES OF YILSONl RE VERACITY
or }fIS ALLEGATIONS ALD PRESENCE IN MENPHIS DURING THE

CRITICAL PERIOD GPRIL 4, 1968) AlD IF WILSON HAS HISTORY

OF PSYCHIATRIC PROBLE!NS,
ALL OFFICES NOTE THESE LEADS SHOULD BE GIVEN EXPEDITE

ATTENTION .
BT
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Fit SAN ANTONIO (44-1242)

TO DIRECTOR (44-55861) IMHEDIATE
JACKSON  (62-544) ﬂHEDLAT%

MEHPHIS ¢ 44-1987 SUB M) - IMMEDIATE
BT

UNCLAS E F T 0° |
ATTENTIOH CONGRESSIONAL IHQUIRY UNLT
MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS,

"RE JACKSOWN TELS TO SAW AF”

IO AUGUST 18, 1S78.

1

\

INSTAKT DATE JO AN CHILDEuSS, 113 MILL, SAN MARCOS, TX,

ADVISED SHE MET bUEGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL WILSON, AT

SATLER, TX
NOVE MBEh OF 19770 THEY SEPA%ATED

DIVORCE FIWALIZED APRIL 26, 1978,

TELEPHONIC MESSAGE FROM WILSON IWDICATI NG THAT HE WAS

| STATE OF TERNESSEE AND WAS INWOLVED IN A CAR ACCIDEWT,

FEBRUARY 15,

ON AUGUST 1

"I'¥ SEPTEMBER OF 1977, AND THEY WERE. WARRI&D Iy

1978 AtD
2,.1978 SHE RECEIVED
I THE

WILSON /

STATED THAT AS A RESULT OF THIS ACCIDENT BOTH OF HIS LEGS VERE

AMPUTATED .,

' : )
LIAR AND A CON MAN",

CHILDRESS ADVISED THAT WILSod IS A fVERY'CONVIwCING

HE ‘HAS {EVER MtNTIOlED THP DLA

! ¥ ‘F_M(‘Hrr qoq 3‘3
, h
SERIBL 1 t%?ééf///
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MARTIWH LUTHER KING AND HAS NEVER DISPLAYED ANY HATRED OR

DISLIKE FOR MEMBERS OF THE BLACK RACE. ACCORDING TO CHILDRESS,

SHE BELIEVES THAT WILSON WAS IN THE U. S. ARMY DURING 1968, ARD
WILSON HAS STATED THAT HE WAS A P.O.U. DURING VIETNAM CONFLICTM<
SHE IS AWARE THAT WILSON VISITED THE VETERANS ADMIMNISTRATION

HOSPITAL AT SAN ANTGNIO, TEXAS Ol SEVERAL QCCASIONS, BUT SHE

POSSESSES NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIWM SUFFEHIﬁE FROM ANY PSYCHIATRIC

PROBLEMS. BY A PREVIOUS MARRIAGE WILSON HAS 3 CHILDREN,

2 SOWNS, AND | DAUGHTER, LOCATIONS NOT KNOWN BY CHILDRESS.

CHILDRESS ADVISED THAT IT IS HER PERSOMAL OPINION THAT
WILSOH# IS SICK AND SHE IS WOT IN THE POSTIION 10 PROVIDE
ANY IWFORWATION REGARDING HIS WHEREABOUTS IN 1968 OTHER THAN

THE FACT THAT HE DID WMENTION THAT HE ONCE RESIDED IN MEMPHIS,

TENNESSEE.,

LEAD: - SAl ANTONIO AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, WILL ATTEMPT

TO VERIFY VISITS TO VETERANS ADWMINISTRATION HOSPITAL.
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ATTENTION comaﬁESSIomAL IHQUIRY UNIT

MURKIN; 00: MEHPHIS, )

RE JACKSON TELS To SAN ANTQNIO AUGUST 18, 1578.

IUSTALT DATE JO ANN CHILDRESS, 113 MILL, SAN MARCOS, TX,
ADVISED SHE MET BURGESS AUDLE WILSOW, JR., AKA BILL VILSON, AT
SATLER, TX, IN SEPTEMBER OF 1977, AND THEY VERE WARRIED IR
ROVEHMBER OF 1977, THEY'SEPARATEQ FEBRUARY 15, 1978 AlD
DIVORCE FIKALIZED APRIL 26, 1978, ON AUGUST 12, 1978 SHE RECEIVED
TELEPHONIC MESSAGE FROM WILSON INDICATING THAT HE UAS Il THE
STATE OF TERUESSEE AND YAS IWVOLVED IN A CAR ACCIDENT. UILSORN
STATED THAT 4S5 & RESULT OF THIS ACCIDELT BOTH OF HIS LEGS WERE
AMPUTATED, CHILDRESS ADVISED THAT WILSON IS A “UE%sszF%ﬁ?Eif%gq.
LIAR ALD A& CON HAN, HE HAS NEVER WENTIOUED THE DEATH OF

o Ok

T be—
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MARTIE LUTHER XIUg ALD. HAS LEVER DISPLAYED ALY HATRED OR

DISLIKE FOR UENBERS OF THE BLACKH RACE. ACCORDIXG TO CHILDRESS,

SHE BELIZVES THAT UILSOZI UAS IN THE U, S. ARHY DURIUG 1968, ALD

WILSO! HAS STATED THAT HE UAS A P.0.U. DURING VIETHALI COUFLICT,

SHE IS AWARE THAT WILSOIl VISITED THEVVETERQNS ADUI VISTRATION

HOSPITAL AT SAl ANTONIO, TEXAS Ol SEVERAL OCCASIONS, BUT SHE

POSSESSES N0 XKFDVLEDGE OF HINM SUFFERIIG FROH ANY PSYCHIATRIC

PROBLEHS., BY A PREVIOUS MARRIAGE YILSON HASZ S‘GHILDREN,

2 S0US, AND | DAUGHTER, LOCATIONS KOT KIOUN BY CHILDRESS.
CHILDRESS ADVISED THAT IT IS HER PERSONAL OPIRION THAT

YILSOH IS SICK AlD SHE IS NOT‘IN THE POSTIION TO PROVIDE

AVY INFORMATIONHREGARDIEG HIS VHEREABOUTS IN 1968 OTHER THARN

THE FACT THAT HE DID HERTION THAT Ht ONCE RESIDED I HEWPHIS,

TENUESSEE.

\ LEADs SAN ANIONIO AT SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, UILL ATTHEMPT

vfé VERIFY VISITS TO VETERANS ADHMINISTRATION HOSPITAL. .

BT
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: E
JA Teletype Ex Immediate [ TOP SECRET ;
[] Facsimile [ Priority ] SECRET [
(| (] Routine (] CONFIDENTIAL !
fHEFTO |

[] CLEAR :

x Date 8/19/78 E

FM JACKSON (62-54L) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE
BIRMINGHAM IMMEDIATE

DALLAS IMMEDIATE

HOUSTON IMMEDIATE

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE
SAN ANTONIO (44-1242) IMMEDIATE
BT

UNCLAS EF T O

ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH.

MURKIN; OO: MEMPHIS.

FOR INFORMATION OF HOUSTON, ON AUGUST 18, 1978, GENE BARKSDALE,
SHERIFF, SHELBY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, ADVISED THAT ON THE NIGHT Oﬁ
AUGUST 17, 1978, HE RECEIVED TWO TELEPHONE CALLS FROM BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON. WILSON, WHO WAS FORMERLY IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL
GUARD UNIT AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WITH BARKSDALE, INFORMED THE

SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR. MARTIN LUE%ngwﬁING IN 1968 AT

Seyializad

Irotowed is
() - ackson Pt Olle -
LCB/
(1) o GL-S4¢- Yd

Approved: 1/17/ Z w Transmitted Og/ / 92{ 2— Per W

(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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[ CLEAR '

|

Date :

PAGE 2 JN 62-54L UNCLAS EF T O

MEMPHIS; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUSTANG FROM KANSAS CITY,
MISSOURI, TO MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR TO KING'S DEATH, AND WISHED
TO SURRENDER TO BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI.
ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR WILSON AND COMPANION REVEREND NOEL
FANNON, PASTOR, ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI, TO APPEAR AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI,

AT 6:30 PM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, AT WHICH TIME THEY WERE TO BE CON-
TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. WILSON WAS CON-
TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; HOWEVER, HE DECLINED
TO DISCUSS INFORMATION REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING WITH THEM.

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL WILSON, WAS ARRESTED BY
OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST 18,
1978, BASED ON PROBATION VIOLATOR WARRANT DATED APRIL 18, 1978,
ISSUED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, POLICE DEPARTMENT. WILSON PRE-
SENTLY INCARCERATED OCEAN SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTMENT. OCEAN SPRINGS
POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS,
POLICE DEPARTMENT, AND THE LATTER DESIRES HIS RETURN TO TEXAS.

WILSON CONTACTED AM, AUGUST 19, 1978, BY FBI AND FURNISHED

FOLLOWING BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Approved: Transmitted Per
(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
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HE WAS BORN ON AUGUST 28, 1931, AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, AND
RESIDED WITH HIS FAMILY AT GOLDEN, MISSISSIPPI, UNTIL 1936, WHEN
THEY MOVED TO ELDRIDGE, ALABAMA, WHERE HE WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE
EIGHTH GRADE AND THEN WENT TO CARBON HILL, ALABAMA, HIGH SCHOOL,
UNTIL 1947.

ON MAY 2, 1947, HE ENTERED U. S. AIR FORCE AND WAS DISCHARGED
1950. AFTER BEING OUT OF THE AIR FORCE FOR APPROXIMATELY EIGHT
MONTHS, HE WAS RECALLED INTO THE KOREAN WAR UNTIL HE WAS GIVEN AN
HONORABLE DISCHARGE FEBRUARY, 1960.

HE AND HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU WILSON, MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE,
FOLLOWING HIS DISCHARGE AND WORKED FOR PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY
FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR. AFTER LEAVING PRUDENTIAL, HE OPERATED
A LAUNDRY AND CLEANING BUSINESS IN MEMPHIS. DURING THIS TIME HE WAS
ALSO IN THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD.

HE LEFT MEMPHIS, WENT TO GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, WHERE HE BECAME
A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND REMAINED WITH
THE RESERVE UNTIL 1970. ALSO, FROM 1966 UNTIL 1970, HE OPERATED A
JEWELRY STORE BUSINESS.

IN 1970, HE AND WIFE BETTY WILSON MOVED TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE,
AND OPENED A JEWELRY BUSINESS IN BARTLETT, TENNESSEE. IN ADDITION
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TO JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE BUILT ALUMINUM STORAGE BUILDINGS, BUT IN
JUNE, 1970, HIS BUSINESS WAS DESTROYED BY A TORNADO.

HE THEN WENT TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, AND BECAME EMPLOYED BY
ATR FORCE RESERVE AS A FLIGHT ENGINEER. HE ALSO OPERATED A JEWELRY
STORE IN SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974, AND AT THIS TIME HE AND HIS WIFE,
BETTY, WERE DIVORCED. HE THEN MOVED TO MOUNTAIN HOME, ARKANSAS,
OPENED A JEWELRY STORE, AND MARRIED AVIS LEA HUﬁTER. HE WAS MARRIED
FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX MONTHS AND THEY WERE DIVORCED. SHE NOW
RESIDES AT 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMITAGE, TﬁNNESSEE. HE THEN
WENT TO COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPIL, WHERE HE WORKED IN THE GUBERNATORIAL
CAMPATIGN FOR GOVERNOR CLIFF FINCH. WHILE IN COLUMBUS, HE MARRIED
PATRICIA SHINDALA OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. DURING THE GUBERNA~
TORIAL CAMPAIGN IT WAS SUGGESTED HE TELL PEOPLE HE WAS A RETIRED
COLONEL AND AN EX-PRISONER OF WAR. HE LEFT COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI,
JANUARY, 1976, WENT TO TYLER, TEXAS, AND STAYED WITH LARRY HUGHEY,
A FRIEND. HE WENT TO TEXAS FOR PURPOSE OF CLEARING UP SOME CHARGES
AGAINST HIM AT NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS. HE WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS,
TO SEE A FRIEND, AND WHILE THERE CALLED HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THERE-
AFTER POLICE ARRIVED AND ARRESTED HIM ON CHARGE OF NON CHILD SUPPORT

ON A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIM AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS. HE WAS RELEASED
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TO AUTHORITIES FROM NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, WHERE HE PLED GUILTY TO A
CHARGE OF THEFT BY CHECK AND RECEIVED A SENTENCE OF EIGHT YEARS
PROBATION. HE THEN STAYED IN VICINITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS WHERE HE
WAS INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION WORK. HE HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN
EMPLOYEE AND WAS ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF HIS PROBATION BUT WAS
RELEASED A COUPLE OF WEEKS LATER. HE CONTINUED WORKING AROUND NEW
BRAUNFELS AND WAS AGAIN ARRESTED FOR POSSESSION OF STOLEN MERCHAN-
DISE, BUT THE CHARGES WERE LATER‘DROPPED. HE CONTINUED IN CONSTRUC-
TION BUSINESS AND MARRIED JO ANN CHILDRESS AND WAS DIVORCED AFTER
THREE MONTHS. IN JANUARY, 1978, HE DEPARTED FOR HOUMA, LOUISIANA,
AND WORKED FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE CATERERS UNTIL APRIL, 1978,
WHEN HE WENT TO WORK FOR GULF COAST CATERERS OF NEW IBERIA,
LOUISIANA, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL THE END OF JUNE, 1978. HE
CAME. TO OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AND OPENED A JEWELRY SHOP AND
RESIDED AT TWIN PINES APARTMENTS IN OCEAN SPRINGS FOR THE FIRST
THREE WEEKS THEN MOVED TO ROUTE 6, BOX 387.

WILSON IS DESCRIBED AS FOLLQOWS:

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL; DOB AUGUST 28, 1931;
POB FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHES; 170 POUNDS; BROWN EYES;

GRAY HAIR; SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER| Jffact o (50 k HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE;
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MILITARY SERVICE, U. S. AIR FORCE, 1947 - 1960; FATHER BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, SR. (DECEASED), GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI; MOTHER MITTIE
DALE (DECEASED); STEPMOTHER LILLIE MAE WILSON (DECEASED), GRENADA,
MISSTISSIPPI; BROTHER ALLISON TOWERS WILSON, REFORM, ALABAMA;
SISTER LYDA MC GAHEY, 2002 EAST EIGHTH AVENUE NORTH, COLUMBUS,
MISSISSIPPI; SISTER CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE, FULTON, MISSISSIPPI;
EX-WIFE BETTY LOU WILSON WADE, BURLESON, TEXAS; EX-WIFE AVIS LEA
HUNTER, 1010 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE; EX-WIFE
PATRICIA SHINDALA, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI (BELIEVED KILLED IN
CAR ACCIDENT); EX-WIFE JO ANN CHILDRESS, 113 MILL STREET, SAN
MARCOS, TEXAS; DAUGHTER DEBORAH ANN JONES, HUSBAND CHARLES,
BELVEDERE; ILLINOIS; SON STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS;
SON MARK ANTHONY WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS.

BIRMINGHAM REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW ALLISON TOWERS WILSON,
BROTHER, REFORM, ALABAMA.

DALLAS INTERVIEW BETTY LOU WILSON WADE, EX-WIFE, BURLESON,
TEXAS; AND SONS STEVEN WAYNE WILSON AND MARK ANTHONY WILSON. IF
NOT ALREADY DONE, ASCERTAIN WHEREABOUTS OF DEBORAH ANN JONES,
DAUGHTER; FOR IMMEDIATE INTERVIEW, WHO IS REPORTEDLY RESIDING IN

EITHER BELVEDERE OR BELLVIEW, ILLINOIS.
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HOUSTON REVIEW POLICE RECORDS AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS, FOR FULL
DETAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT ISSUED BY THAT DEPARTMENT
AGAINST WILSON.

MEMPHIS INTERVIEW AVIS LEA HUNTER, EX- WIFE.

SAN ANTONIO INTERVIEW JO ANN CHILDRESS, EX-WIFE, AND ALSO
REVIEW RECORDS AT THE AIR FORCE RESERVE CENTER.

ALL OFFICES INTERVIEW RELATIVES OF WILSON FOR FULL BACKGROUND
INFORMATION AND VERACITY OF HIS ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING. DETERMINE HIS WHEREABOUTS DURING THE CRITICAL
PERIOD OF APRIL 4, 1968, AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF
PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS. ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HANDLED IMMEDIATELY
AND KEEP FBIHQ, MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED.

INTERVIEW OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., CONTINUING AT
OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, CONCERNING ASSASSINATION.

BT
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-:'ATTENTION CONGHESSIONAL IMQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, JEH.
WURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS. | \
 FOR INFORMATION OF HOUSTON, ON AUGUST 18, 1§78,AGENE BARKSDALE,
| SHERIFF, SHELBY~COUNTY, TENNESSEE, ADVISED THAT ON THE NIGHT OF
AUGUST.17, 1978,vHE RECEIVED Tyo TELEPHQNE,CALLS FROM BURGESS AUDIE
YILSON. WILSON, WHO WAS FORMERLY T4 THE TENNESSEE AIR NATIOWAL
GUARD URNIT AT MEMPHIS, TLNNESSBE, WITH BARKSDALE, INFORMED THE
SHERIFF THAT HE HAD KILLED DR. MARTIH LUTHER KING IN 1968 AT

b2-SYyy- %

' Searched__m 4 3
Sar lahaedi;l w
Inslexed -

, .
F”ed%
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MEMPHIS; THAT HIS DAUGHTER DROVE A WHITE MUSTAHG FROM KANSAS CITY,
MISSOURT, To MEMPHIS THREE DAYS PRIOR T0 KING'S DEATH, AND WISHED
TO SURRENDER TO BARKSDALE AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GULFPORT, NISSISSIPRI.
ARRANGEMENTS WERE MADE FOR WILSON .AND COMPANION REVEREND NOEL-
FANNON, PASTOR, ST. ELLZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS,

© MISSISSIPPI, TO APPEAR AT THE KOLIDAY NN, GULFPORT, WISSISSIPPI,
AT 6:37 PM ON AUGUST 1§, 1978, AT WHICH TINE THEY WERE TO BE CON-
TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE. WILSON WAS COfi-
TACTED BY SPECIAL AGENTS OF THE JACKSON OFFICE; HOWEVER, HE DECLINED
10 DISCUSS IHFORNATION REGARDING THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN
LUTHER KING WITH THEHM., | - |

. BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL WILSON, WAS ARRESTED BY
OCEAN SPRINGS, MI1SSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTHENT, 7:35 PM, AUGUST 18,
1978, BASED ON PROBATION VIOLATOR WARRANT DATED APRIL 18, 1978,

' ISSUED BY NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, POLICE DEPARIMENT, WILSON PRE-
SENTLY INCARCERATED OCEAN SPRINGS POLICE DEPARTHENT,. OCEAN SPRINGS
POLICE DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS,
POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND THE LATTER DESIRES HIS RETURN TO TEXAS,
 WILSOH CONTACTED AM, AUGUST 19, 1978, BY FBI AND FURWISHED

FOLLOWING BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
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HE WAS BORW ON AUG UST 2%, 193L, AT ?ULTON; MISSISSIPPI, AMD
RESIDED WITH HIS FAMILY AT GOLDEW, WISSISSIPPI' UNTIL 1956, WHEN
THEY MOVED TO ELDRIDGE ALABAMA WHERE HE WENT TO SCHOOL UNTIL THE
EIGHTH GRADE AND THEN WENT TO. CAHBOM HILL, ALABAMA , HIGH SCHOOL,
UNTIL 1947° . _

ON MAY 2, 1947, HE ENTERED U. S. AIR FORCE AND WAS DISCHARGED
195¢. AFTER BEING OUT OF THE AIR FORCE FOR APPROXIMATELY EIGHT
MONTHS, HE WAS RECALLED IWTO THE KOREAN WAR UNTIL HE WAS GIVEN AW

 HOWORABLE DISCHAKGE 'FEBRUARY , 1968,

HE AND HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU WILSOWN, MOVED 10 MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE,
FOLLOWING HIS DISCHARGE' AND wORKEDnFOR PRUDENTIAL I'NSURANCE COMPAWNY
FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE YEAR. AFTER LEAVING PRUDENTIAL, HE OPERATED
A LAUNDRY AND CLEANING BUSINESS IN MEWPHIS. DURING THIS TIME HE WAS
ALSO IN THE TENWESSEE AIR NATIONAL GUARD. |

HE LEFT WEMPHIS, WENT To GRANbVIEw, MISSOURI, WHERE HE BEGAME -
A CIVIL SERVICE EMPLOYEE I8 THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND RENAINED WITH

' THE RESERVE UNTIL 1976. -ALSO, FR OM 1966 UNTIL 1978, HE QPERATED A
JEWELRY STORE BUSINESS, : |

"IN 1976, HE AND WIFE BETTY §ILSON MOVED To MENPHIS, TEMNNESSEE,

'AND OPEWNED A JEWELRY BUSINESS IN BARTLETT, TENNESSEE, IN ADDITION

!
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T0 JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE BUILT ALUMINUM STORAGE BUILDINGS, BUT IW
JUNE, 1978, HIS BUSINESS WAS DESTROYED BY A TORNADO. o e
HE THEN WENT TO SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, AND BECAME EMPLOYED BY |
ATR FORCE RESERVE AS A FLIGHT ENGINEER. HE ALso OPERATED A JEwELRY
STORE I# SAN ANTONIO UNTIL 1974, AND AT THIS TIME.HE AWD HIS WIFE,
BETTY, WERE DIVORCED. HE THEW MOVED TO MOUNTALN HOME, ARKANSAS,
OPENED A JEWELRY STORE, AND MARRIED AVIS LEA HUWTER. HE'WAS FARRIED
FOR APPROXIWATELY SIX MONTHS AMD THEY WERE DIVORCED. SHE HOU
RESIDES AT 1818 HICKORY HILL LANE, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE., HE THE
WENT TO COLUNBUS, WLSSISSIPPL, WHERE HE WORKED IN THE GUBERNATORIAL
CAHPAIG d FOR GOVERNOR CLIFF FIHCH. UHILE IN COLUNBUS, HE ARRIED
PATRICIA SHINDALA OF STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. DURING THE GUBERNA-
TORIAL CAMPAIGY IT WAS SUGGESTED HE TELL PEOPLE HE WAS A RETIRED
" COLOWEL AND AN EX-PRLSONER OF WAR. HE LEFT COLUWBUS, HISSISSIPPI,
JAHUARY, 1976, WENT TO TYLER, TEXAS, AND. STAYED WITH LARRY HUGHEY,
A FRIEWD. HE VENT To TEXAS FOR PURPOSE OF CLEARING UP SOME CHARGES
PGALNST HIN AT WEW E RAUNPLLS, TEXAS. HE WENT TO DALLAS, TEXAS
TO SEE A TPIEWD, AND WHILE THERE CALLED HIS SON, AND SHORTLY THER -
AFTER POLICE ARRIVED AND ARRESTED HIM OW CHARGE OF NON CHILD SUPPORT
‘0N A WARRANT ISSUED FOR HIM AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS. HE WAS RELEASED
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TO'AUTHQRITIES FROM NEW BRAUNFELS, TEkAs, WHERE HE PLED GUILTY TO A
CHARGE oﬁ THEFT BY CHECK AND RECEIVED A SENTENCE OF EIGHT YEARS
PROBATION. HE THEN STAygb INVIGINITY OF NEW BRAUNFELS WHERE HE
uas I#WOLVED IN COWSTRUCTION WORK. HE HAD AN ALTERCATION WITH AN
EMPLOYEE AND WAS ARRESTED FOR VIOLATION OF HIS PROBATION BUT WAS
RELEASED A COUPLE OF WEEKS LATEK. HE CONTLHNUED WORKI NG AROQUND UEW
BRAUWFELS AND WAS AGAIN ARRESTED FOR POSSESSION OF STOLEN MER CHAN-
DISE, BUT THE CHARGES WERE LATER DROPPED. HE CONTINUED Ii CONSTRUC-
TION BUSIKESS AWD MARRIED JO Aid CHILDRESS AND WAS, DIVORCED AFTER
- THREE MONTHS.. I JANUARY,'1978; HE DEPARTED FOR HOUMA, LOUISIAWNA,
_AUD WORKED FOR LOUISIANA OFF-SHORE CATERERS UNTIL APRIL,‘1978,

WHEN HE WENT TO WORK FOR GULF COAST CATERERS OF NEW IBERIA,

e

LOUISIAYA, WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL THE END OF JUNE, 1978. HE
CAME_IO OCEALl SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AND.OPENED'A‘JEwELRY SHOP AD
RESIDED AT TWIN PINES APARTHENTS IN OCZAW SPRINGS FOR THE FIRST |
THREE WEEXS THEN MOVED TO ROUTE 6, BOX 3%7. |
WILSOK 1S DESCRIBED AS FOLLOVS :
" BURGESS AUDIE WILSOWN, JR., AXA aiLL; DbB'AuGUST 26, 193L;
POB FULTON, MISSISSIPPI; 5 FEET 11 INCHES; 170 POUIDS; BROWN EYES;

GRAY HAIRj; SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER | ek act 6 (3) HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE;
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MILITARY SERVICE, U. S. AIR FORCE, 1947 - 19603 FATHER BUR GESS
AUDIE WILSOW, SR. (D&CEA;ED), GRE NADA , mbeISsiPPI; MOTHER MITTIE
DALEV(DECEASEDS; STEPMOTHER LILLIE WAE WILSON (DECEASED), GREWADA,
MISSISSIPPI; BROTHER ALLISOW TOWERSlWILSON, REFORM, ALABAMA;
SISTER LYDA MC GAHEY, 2682 EAST EIGHTH AV EKUE NORTH,lCOLQMBUS,
MISSISSIPPI; SISTER CHRISTIWE GUNTHORPE, FULTON, MISSISSIPPI;
EX-WIFE BETTY LOU WILSOM UADE, DURLzson TEXAS; EX-WIFE AVIS LEA
HUWTER, 161@ HICKORY HILL LASNE, HERMITAGE, TENNESSEE; EX-WIFE
PATRICIA SHINDALA, STARKVILLE, MISSISSIPPI (BELIEVED;KILLED.IN
CAR ACCIDENT); EX-WIFE JO A& cﬁILbREss, 113 MILL STREET, SAN
MARCOS, TEXAS; DAUGHTER DEBORAH ANW JONES, HUSBAND CHARLES,
BELVEbERE, ILLINOISS sbN STEVEN UAY WE wasom,¥BUR£Eso§, TEXAS{
SOK MARK ANTHOWY WILSON, BURLESON, TEXAS. |

BIRMIiGHAM REQUESTED -TO I NTERVIEY ALLISOL TOWERS WILSO#H,
EBROLHE?, REFORM, ALABAMA. o

DALLAS INTERVIEW BETTY LOU WILSON WADE, EX- WIFE, BURLESOW,
TEXAS, AND SONS STEVEN WAYNE WILSON AND MARK ANTHOWY WILSON. IF
HOT ALREADY DOWE, ASCERTAT W WHLPEABOUTD OF DEBORAH ANN J ONES,
DAUGHTER, FOR IMMEDIATE INiEPVIEw WHO IS REPORTEDLY. RESIDING I8
EITHER BELVEDE{E OR BELLVIEU, ILLIVOIS
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HOUSTON REVIEW POLICE RECORDS AT CLEVELA&D, TEXAS, FOR FULL
'DETAILS OF NON CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT ISSUED BY THAT DEPARTMERT.
AGATNST WILSON. T | '

MEWPHIS INTERVIEW AVIS LEA HUNTER, EX- WIFE.

SAN ANTONIO INTERVIEW JO'ANH CHILDRESS, EX-WIFE, A ALSO
REVIEW RECORDS AT THE AIR FORCE RESERVE GEWNTER . .
| ALL OFFICES INTERVIEY RELATIVES OF WILSON FOR FULL BACKGROUHD
IwFORMAlzom AND VERACITY OF HIS ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING. DETERMINE HIS WJEREAdOULQ DURING THE CRITICAL
PERIDD OF APRIL 4, 1968, AND IF WILSON MAY HAVE HAD A HISTORY OF
| PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS. ALL LEADS SHOULD BE HAWDLED IMMEDIATELY
AKD KEEP FBIHQ, MEMPHIS, AND JACKSON APPRISED. -

INTERVIEY. OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., CONTIAUING AT

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, CONCERWNING ASSASSINATION,

BT
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ATTENTION CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRY UNIT

MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS.

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., INMATE, OCEAN SPRINGS CITY JAIL,
OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, WAS INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGENTS, AUGUST
19, 1978, REGARDING HIS ALLEGED KNOWLEDGE AND INVOLVEMENT IN THE
ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AFTER HAVING WAIVED HIS
RIGHTS, AND HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION :

WILSON ADVISED THAT THE TIME PRIOR TO THE MURDER OF MARTIN

LUTHER KING, HE WAS LIVING IN GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI, IN A HOUSE ON

@- JACKSON b2- Sq#"‘“

Searehed e

LCB/mae Serializes
(1) Indexed_
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BYERS ROAD WITH HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU, AND HIS THREE CHILDREN,
DEBORAH, STEVE, AND MARK. HE WAS IN THE ATR FORCE RESERVE AND ALSO
OPERATED A JEWELRY STORE.

IN THE COURSE OF HIS JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE MET A WHITE MALE
ITALIAN WHO WAS IN HIS LATE SIXTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET 9
INCHES TALL, WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 230 POUNDS, AND WHO OPERATED A
JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON WALNUT STREET. HE STATED THAT THIS WHITE
MALE INTRODUCED HIM TO ANOTHER WHITE MALE ITALIAN BY THE NAME OF
MITCH (LNU), WHO WAS IN HIS MID FIFTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY
5 FEET 10 INCHES TALL, AND WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 190 POUNDS, WHO
HAD BLACK, WAVY HATR AND HAD SOME CONNECTION WITH A BONDING
COMPANY; AND ALSQ MITCH'S BROTHER, NAME NOT RECALLED, WHO FIT THE
SAME, PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION AS MITCH, BUT WHO HAD NUMEROUS CUT SCARS
| ON HIS FACE.

HE STATED THAT MITCH STARTED DELIVERING JEWELRY TO HIM FOR
THE PURPOSE OF HAVING THE STONES REMOVED FROM THE FITTINGS. HE
STATED MITCH USUALLY MET HIM AT A BAR ON WALNUT STREET WHICH WAS

RUN BY A WHITE FEMALE AND IT ALSO APPEARED THAT MITCH MIGHT HAVE
’ BEEN A PART OWNER OR HAD AN INTEREST IN THIS BAR. HE STATED THAT
DUE TO THE VOLUME OF JEWELRY THAT MITCH WAS BRINGING TO HIM, HE

Approved: Transmitted Per
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ASKED MITCH ABOUT IT, AND MITCH ADVISED HIM THAT IT WAS STOLEN
JEWELRY. MITCH TOLD HIM, HOWEVER, THAT HE, WILSON, WAS IN AS DEEP
AS HE, MITCH, WAS AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO CONTINUE WORKING WITH
MITCH. HE STATED THIS RELATIONSHIP WITH MITCH CONTINUED UNTIL
1970.

HE STATED THAT MITCH BROUGHT UP THE IDEA OF KILLING KING AND
SATD THAT THERE WAS A $50,000 CONTRACT ON HIM. HOWEVER, HE NEVER
SAID WHO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT BUT SAID THAT HE COULD GET THE MONEY
FOR WILSON IF HE KILLED KING.

WILSON STATED THAT MITCH WAS WELL AWARE OF HIS, WILSON'S,
THOUGHTS CONCERNING KING AND THE BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, IN
THAT HIS FATHER, WHO WAS A PASTOR OF THE CENTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT
GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI, DIED OF A HEART ATTACK WHICH HE, WILSON,
THOUGHT WAS CAUSED AS A RESULT OF RACIAL TENSIONS AT GRENADA
BROUGHT ON BY THE FORCEFUL INTEGRATION OF HIS FATHER'S CHURCH.

WILSON STATED THAT APPROXIMATELY FIVE OR SIX MONTHS BEFORE
KING'S MURDER; HE STARTED GATHERING INFORMATION ON THE MOVEMENTS,
HABITS, AND WHEREABOUTS OF KING.

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD A RED AND WHITE BONANZA ATRPLANE,
REGISTER NUMBER 34L, AND A CESSNA 310 TWIN-ENGINE AIRCRAFT, WHICH
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WAS BLUE AND WHITE, WHICH PLANES HE USED TO FLY TO DIFFERENT PLACES
WHERE KING WAS SUPPOSED TO BE. HE STATED THAT HE RECALLS GOING TO
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA; TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI; JACKSON, TENNESSEE;
ATLANTA, GEORGIA; AND GREENVILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA. HE STATED THAT
WHILE AT TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI, HE STAYED IN THE RAMADA INN AND
BELIEVES THAT IN THE OTHER PLACES HE VISITED HE STAYED IN HOLIDAY
INNS.

HE STATED THAT MITCH FURNISHED HIM A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE.
HE STATED THAT HE KEPT THE RIFLE AND THAT JUST BEFORE CHRISTMAS OF
1975, HE HAD IT REWORKED AT A GUNSHOP IN COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, ON

FOURTH STREET ACROSS FROM A BANK. HE STATED THAT THE LAST KNOW-
LEDGE HE HAD OF THE RIFLE, HIS QLDER SON, STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, HAD
THE RIFLE AND A SHOTGUN BUT HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD SOLD IT.

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAT THERE WAS A GARBAGE STRIKE IN PROGRESS
AT MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AND THAT MITCH CALLED HIM AT HIS STORE IN
GRANDVIEW, MISSQURI, AND TOLD HIM THAT KING WAS COMING TO MEMPHIS
FOR A RALLY AND INSTRUCTED WILSON TO COME TO MEMPHIS WHERE HE WAS
TO MEET TWO MEN AT THE WONDER BAR LOCATED AT THE CORNER OF SUMMER
AVENUE. AND WHITE STATION ROAD.

MR; WILSON ADVISED THAT HE FLEW TQ MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, IN THE
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BONANZA ATRCRAFT AND LANDED AT AN AIRPORT JUST NORTH OF RALEIGH,
TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT THE ATIRPORT WAS OPERATED BY A LONG-TIME
ACQUAINTANCE OF HIS WHO HAD ATTENDED A CHURCH WHICH WAS PASTORED

BY WILSON'S FATHER IN THE PAST. WILSON STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER,
DEBORAH, PICKED HIM UP AT THE AIRPORT IN HER 1965 WHITE MUSTANG,
WHICH WILSON HAD PREVIOUSLY BOUGHT FOR HER AND WHICH WAS REGISTERED
IN HIS NAME IN MISSOURI.

HE ADVISED THAT DEBORAH AND HER MOTHER, BETTY LOU, WERE
STAYING AT THE RESIDENCE OF WILSON'S FATHER-IN-~LAW, VERNON HOOTEN,
3095 RUSKIN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. HE STATED THAT HOOTEN HAD
HAD A HEART ATTACK AND THAT HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER WERE TEMPORARILY
STAYING AT THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE.

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE WENT TO THE WONDER BAR AND WHILE HAVING
A DRINK TWO WHITE MEN APPROACHED HIM, ONE HAVING AN ACCENT SIMILAR
TO A PUERTO RICAN.

THE TWO WHITE MALES FURNISHED HIM WITH FBI CREDENTIALS, WHICH
HE STATED HAD A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPH OF HIMSELEF ON IT, |
AND THEY TOOK HIM AND SHOWED HIM WHERE KING WAS TO HOLD THE RALLY.
THEY THEN TOOK WILSON TO A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAIN STREET NEAR BEALE
STREET AND TOOK HIM TQ A ROOM ON THE THIRD FLOOR. THEY TOLD HIM
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HE WAS TO BE IN THE CROWD AT THE RALLY AND THAT A DECOY SHOT WAS TO
BE FIRED AND THAT HE WAS THEN TO SHOOT. THEY SAID THAT KING HAD A
HABIT OF RAISING HIS ARMS OVER HIS HEAD WHEN HE WAS MAKING A SPEECH
AND THAT THE SECOND TIME THAT HE DID SO, THE SHOTS WERE TO BE FIRED.

WILSON STATED THAT ON THE DAY OF THE MURDER HE WAS IN THE
CROWD STANDING NEAR A WOOD FENCE APPROXIMATELY 60 FEET FROM WHERE
KING WAS STANDING AND THAT WHEN KING RAISED HIS ARMS THE SECOND
TIME HE SHOT HIM.

MR. WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD THE RIFLE WHICH HE USED STRAPPED
TO HIS BELT UNDER A SUIT COAT AND ATTACHED TO HIS BELT ON A SWIVEL.
HE STATED THAT THE BARREL PROTRUDED FROM BELOW HIS COAT BUT NO ONE
QUESTIONED HIM CONCERNING IT. HE SAID THAT HE HAD PRACTICED A
GREAT DEAL SWIVELING THE RIFLE AND FIRING IT.

HE ADVISED THAT AFTER THE SHOOTING, HE WAS STOPPED BY THE
MEMPHIS POLICE, BUT HE SHOWED THEM THE CREDENTIALS, AND THEY LET
HIM GO, AND HE WALKED ON DOWN THE STREET APPROXIMATELY TWO BLOCKS
TO WHERE HE HAD LEFT THE MUSTANG PARKED. HE ADVISED THAT HE GOT IN
THE MUSTANG AND DROVE. BACK TO THE HOOTEN RESIDENCE, AND HIS
DAUGHTER, DEBORAH, THEN TOOK HIM TO THE AIRPORT, AND HE GOT HIS
PLANE AND FLEW BACK TO KANSAS CITY. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 161
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THAT HE USED WAS ON THE KANSAS SIDE ON THE HIGHWAY TO OLATHE,
KANSAS. HE STATED THE ATIRPORT WAS RUN BY (FNU) FISHER. HE ALSO
STATED THAT HE HAD PURCHASED THE BONANZA AIRCRAFT FROM FISHER.
WILSON ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK BEFORE THE MURDER,
MITCH GAVE HIM $25,000 IN $20 BILLS, AND FOLLOWING THE MURDER,
MITCH GAVE HIM ANOTHER $25,000, AT WHICH TIME HE GAVE THE
CREDENTIALS BACK TO MITCH.

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF JAMES EARL RAY

HAVING BEEN INVOLVED IN THE CONSPIRACY.

THE ABOVE INFORMATION REFLECTS COMPLETE DETAILS OF INTERVIEW
WLTH WILSON.

WILSON HAS SIGNED EXTRADITION PAPERS, AND EXTRADITION IN
PROGRESS BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES.

APPROPRIATE RECIPIENTS REQUESTED TO REINTERVIEW RELATIVES OF
WILSON IN AN EFFORT TO RESQLVE INCONSISTENCIES CONCERNING HIS
APPEARANCE IN MEMPHIS ON APRIL 4, 1968.

CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO ALLOWING TWO AGENTS FROM
MEMPHIS DIVISION WHO ARE THOROUGHLY FAMILTIAR WITH THE MURKIN
MATTER TO REINTERVIEW WILSON CONCERNING HIS ALLEGED INVOLVEMENT IN
THE. ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AND ALSO INTERVIEW

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FBi1/DOJ

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 162
|




FIt36 ®Rev. 3-24-77)
FBI

I
I
:
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
(] Teletype ] Immediate {1 TOP SECRET :
(] Facsimile (] Priority (1 SECRET :
d [C] Routine 3 CONFIDENTIAL !
(OJEFTO :
[ CLEAR i
l
Date :
PAGE 8 JN 62-544 UNCIAS EF T O
BY POLYGRAPH OPERATOR FROM MEMPHIS DIVISION.
BT
Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time) FBI/DOJ
HW 553186 DocId:32989768 Page 163




Ji0D02 231 22427
00 HQ BH DL #E SA
OE Ji
119 22427 AU 7%
FY JACKSON (62-544) (P)
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ATTENTION C ONGRESSIONAL LWQUIRY UNIT | |

-[1URKI\}; 00: MEMPHIS,

BURGES‘: AUDII:. WILoOl\ JR., IMMATE, OCEAN SPRING:: CITY. JAIL,
OCEAN SPRI NGS, MISSIS IPPI WAS INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGENID, AUGUSl
19, 1978, REGARDING HIS ALLEGED KNOULEDGE AND iWO‘LVEMENT IN. THE
ASSASSINATION OF DR MARTIN LUTHEP ;KI NG AFTER HAVING WAIVED ;lIS |
RIGHTS AND HE FURNISHED THE FOLLOVWING INFORMATIOx\

WILSON ADVISED TL[AT THE TIME PRIOR TO THE MURDER OF MARTIN

LUTIEI r(ING, HE WAS LIVING IN GPANDVIEW, 1]ISSOU‘?I, In A IIOUQE ON

. IndC\uﬁ “‘ “—
Filed ; ‘.{—) T
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BYER §'ROAD WITH HIS WIFE, BETTY LOU, AN HIS THREE CHILDREN,
DEBORAN, 'STEVE, AND MARK. HE WAS IN THE AIR FORCE RESERVE AND ALSO

-

.. 'OPERATED A JEWELRY STOkF

\

| IN THE COURSE OF HIS 'JEWELRY BUSINESS, HE MET A WHITE MALE
ITALIAN WHO UAS IN HIS LATE SIXTIES AND WAS APPROXIMATELY 5 FEET'S
INGHES TALL, WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 238 POUMDS, AND WHO OPERATED A
JEWELRY TRADE SHOP ON WALNUT STREET. HE STATED THAT THIS WHITE
MALE INTRODUCED HIM TO AHOTHER WHITE MALE ITALIA# BY THE WANE OF
MITCH (LWUY, WHO WAS Iil HIS MID FIFTIES AND WAS APPROXiMATELY
5 FEET 1g INCHES TALL, ARD WEIGHED APPROXIMATELY 195 POUNDS, WHO
HAD BLACK, WAVY HAIR AND HAD SOME CONNECTION WITH A BONDING
COMPANY, AWD ALSO MITCH'S BROTHER, NAME NOT RECALLED, WHO FIT THE
SAME PHYSICAL’DESCRIPTIQN AS MITCH, BUT WHO HAD HUMEROUS CUT’ SCARS
0l HIS FACE. | ' | | |
HE STATED THAT MITCH STARTED DELIVERING JEdELPY TO HIM FOR
THE.PLHPGSP, OF HAVIHNG THE STO NES PE"’EOVED I*‘ROH THE FITTINGS. nE ’
STATED MITCH USUALLY MET HIM AT A BAR ON WALWUT STREET WHICH WAS
RUW BY A WHITE FEHALE AND IT ALSO APPEARED THAT MITCH MIGHT HAVE
 BEEW A PART OVilER OR HAD AN LWTEKEST IWN THIS BAR. HE STATED THAT

DUE TO THE VOLL&E OF JEWELRY THAT MITCH UAS BRI GGING Tﬂ HIit, HE
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ASKED WITCH ABOUT IT, AKD MITCH ADV/ISED HIM THAT IT WAS STOLEN
JEJELRY. MITCH TOLD.HIN, HOWEVER, THAT HE, WILSON, ¥AS IN AS DEEP
AS HE, MITCH, WAS AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO CONTIHUE WORKING WITH
MITCH. HE STATED THIS\RELATiONSHEP WITH UITCH CONTIWUED UNTIL
1973, | | ' _; ‘ o
HE STATED THAT-NiTCH BROUGHTlUP THE IDEA OF KILLING KING AiD
SAID THAT THERE WAS A $50,008 CONTRACT OW HIM. HOWEVER, HE NEVER
SAID WHO PUT OUT THE CONTRACT BUT SAID THAT HE COULD GET THE MONEY
"FOR WILSON IF HE KILLED.KING. ' |
WILSON STATED THAT HITCH WAS WELL AWARE OF HIS, WILSON'S,
THOUGHTS CONCERNING' KING_AHD THE BLACK CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT, LN
~ THAT HIS FATHER, WHO WAS A PASTOR OF THE CEWTRAL BAPTIST CHURCH AT
| GREWADA, HISSISSIPPI, DIED OF A HEART ATTACKVWHICH HE, WILSON,
THOUGHT YAS CAUSED AS A RESULT-OF RACIAL TENSIONS AT GRENADA
BROUGHT OF BY THE:FORCEFUL INTEGRATIGN OF HIS FATHER'S CHURCH.
WILSON STATED THAT APPROXIMATELY FIVE OR SIX AONTHS BEFORE
KING'S MURDER, HE STARTED GATHERING IHFORMATION ON THE HOVEMENTS,
HABITS, AND WHEREABOUTS OF KI MG.
WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAD A RED AND WHITE BOWANZA AIRPLANE,

REGISTER NUMBER 34L, AND A CESSNA 318 -TWIN-ENGINE AIRCRAFT, WHICH

N

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 166




t

PAGE 4 JN 62-544 UHCLAS E F T 0 |

JAS BLUE AND WHITE, WHICH PLANES HE USED TO FLY T0 DIFFERENT PLACES
WHERE KIWG WAS SUPPOSED TO BE. HE STATED THAT HE RECALLS GOING TO
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA; TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI; JACKSON, TENNESSEE;
ATLAGTA, GEORGIA; AWD GREEWILLE, SOUTH CAROLINA. HE STATED THAT
WHILE AT TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI, HE STAYED LN THE RAMADA INN ARD
BELIEVES THAT IN THE OTHER PLACES HE VISITED HE STAYED IN HOLIDAY
INNS. x - | |

o

g

HEiSfATED_THAT MITCH FURWNISHED HIM A JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE.
HE STATED THAT HE KEPT THE RIFLE AND THAT JUST BEFORE CHRISTHAS OF
1975, HE HAD IT REWORKED AT A GUNSHOP IN COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI, ON
FOURTH STREET ACROSS FROM A BAWNK. - HE STATED THAT THE LAST Kiow-
LEDGE HE HAD OF THE RIFLE, HIS OLDER SON,_STEVEN‘WAYNE wILSON, HAD
THE RIFLE AND A SHOTGUN BUT HAD TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD SOLD IT.

MR, WILSOW ADVISED THAT THERE WAS A GARBAGE STRIKE IN PROGRESS
AT MEMPHIS; TENNESSEE, AND THAT @ITCH CALLED HIM AT{HIS STORE IN
GRANDV:EW,'MISSOURI,_AND IGLD'HIN THAf 5LNG WAS COMI NG TO MEMPHIS
FOR A RALLY AND INSTRUCTED WILSON TO COME TO MEMPHIS WHERE HE WAS
TO MEET TWO MEN AT THE WONDER BAR LOCATED AT THE CORNER  OF SUMMER
AVENUE AKD WHITE STATION ROAD.

3

MR. WILSON ADV"ISED‘ THAT HE FLEW TO WMEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, IN THE
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'BONANZA AIRCRAFT AND LANDED AT AN AIRPORT JUST NORTH OF RALEIGH, '

- TENNESSEE. HE STATED'11AT ThE AIRPORT WAS OPERATED BY A LONG-TIME
ACRUAI NTANCE oF HIS WHO HAD ATTENDED A CHURCH WHICH WAS PASTORED
BY WILSON'S FATHER IN THE PAST." WILSOWN STATED THAT HIS DAUGHTER ,
DEBORAH, Plckzb HIM UP° AT THE ATRPORT 1IN HER 1965 WHITE HUSTANG,
WHICH WILSOWN HAD,PREVIOUSLY BOUGHT FOR HER -AND WHICH WAS REG:STERED
I HIS NAME IN MISSOURI. .

" HE ADVISED THAT DEBORAH ARD HER MOTHER , BETTY LOU, WERE
STAYING AT THF RESIDENCE OF WILSOH'S FATHER-INfLAM VER NOWM HOOTLN
3695 RUSKIN ROAD, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, HE STATED THAT HOOTEN HAD.-
'HAD A HEART ATTACK AND THAT HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER WERE TEMPORARILY
STAYING AT THE HOOTEN RESIDEGCE. JRE e /

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE WENL To THE WONDER BAR AID WHILE HAVING
A DRISK TWO WHITE WEMN APPROACHED’ HIN, ‘ONE HAVIHG AN ACCENT SINILAR
T0 A PUEﬂTO>RICAN | _

THE TUO WHITE MALES FURNISHED HIN WITH FBI LREDENTIALb, WHI CH

'HE STATED HAD A BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPH OF HIMSELF ON IT,

AND THEY TOOK HIM. AND SHOWED HIM WHERE KI NG WAS TO HOLD THE RALLY.

"THEY THEN TOOK WILSON TO A HOTEL ON SOUTH MAI N s:ﬁzzf MEAR BEALE

STREET AND TOOK HIM ‘TO A ROO# oW THE THIRD FLOOR. THEY TOLD HIM

!
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" HE YAS TO BE I THE 'CROWD AT THE RALLY AKD THAT A-DEC OY SHOT WAS TO

BE. FIRED AWD THAT HE WAS THES TO SHOOT. THEY. SAID THAT KI NG HAD A

HABIT OF RAISING HIS ARMS OVER HIS HEAD WHEW HE UAS MAKING A SPEECH

4D THAT THE SECOWD TIME THAT HE DID S0, THE SHOTS WERE TO BE FIRED.
 WILSOW STATED THAT ON'THE_DAYIOF THE MURDER HE WAS IN THE "

CROWD STANDING NEAR A WOOD FENCE APPROXIMATELY 60 FEET FROI WHERE

" KING WAS STANDING AND THAT WHEN KING RAISED HIS ‘ARNS THE SECOW

TIME. HE SHOT HIM. A _

MR . waépN ADVISED THAT HE HAD THE RIFLE WHICH HE USED STRAPPED
T0 HIS BELT UNDER A SUIT COAT AWD ATTACHED TO HIS BELT QN A SWIVEL.
HE STATED THAT THE BARREL PROTRUDED FROI1 BELOW HIS COAT BUT MO ONE -
QUESTIONED HIN CONCERNING IT. HE SAID THAT HE HeD PRAQTICED'A
GREAT DEAL SUIVELIHG THE RIFLE AWD FIRIWG I7.

HE ADVISED THAT AFTER THE SHOOTIiG, HE WAS STOPPED BY THE
MEMPHIS PoLiCE,'BUT_HE SHOWED THEM THE CREDEWTIALS, AND THEY LET
HII GO, AiD HE WALKED O DOWH THE STREET APPROXIMATELY ‘TWO BLOCKS
T0 WHERE HE HAD LEFT THE MUSTAIG PARKED. HE ADVISED THAT .HE -GOT I
THE MUSTANG AND DROVE BACK T0 THE HOOTEW RESIDENCE, AiD HIS

DAUGHTER, DEBORAH, THEW TOOK HIN TO THE AIRPORT, AND HE GOT HIS

" PLANE AND FLEW BACK TO KANSAS CITY. HE STATED THAT THE AIRPORT
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THAT HE USED WAS ON THE KANSAS SIDE ON THE HIGHWAY TO OLATHE,
KANSAS. HE STATED THE ATRPORT WAS RUN BY (FNU) FISHER. HE ALSO
SIATED THAT HE HAD PURCHASED THE BONANZA AIRCRAFT FROM FISHER.

WILSON ADVISED THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK BEFORE THE MURDER,
MITCH GAVE HIM $25,000 I 520 BILLS, AND FOLLOWIHG THE MURDER,
MITCH GAVE HIM ANOTHER '$25,008, AT WHICH TIME HE GAVE THE
CREDENTIALS BACK TO MITCH.,

WILSON ADVISED THAT HE HAS NO K NOVLEDGE OF JAMES EARL RAY
HAVING BEEN IWVOLVED IN THE CONSPIRACY.

" THE ABOVE INFORMATION REFLECTS COWPLETE DETAILS OF INTERVIEW

WITH WILSON. |

WILSOR HAS SIGNED EXTRADITION PAPERS, A®D EXTRADITION W
PROGRESS' BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES. B

APPROPRIATE RECIFIEXTS REQUESTED T0 REIWTERVIEW RELATIVES OF
VILSON IN A EFFORT TO RESOLVE I§COWSISTEWCIES COWCER HI NG HIS
APPEARARNCE I MENPHIS ON APRIL 4, 1968,

CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN TO ALLOWING TWO AGERTS FROI
HEHPHIS DIVISION WHO ARE THOPOUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH THE MURKI &

{IATTER TO REI.‘JT?LF.VIM:J WILSON CONCER MI MG HI'S ALLEGED IWOLVEMENT IW

THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIHN LUTHER KIWG AND ALSO I KTERVIEY
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ATTEWTION CONGRESSIONAL IWQUIRIES UNIT, ROOH 8988, JEH.. .
NURKIH, 00: MEMPHIS. - -
REFEREHCE JN TEL TO DIRECTORN 8/19/78, | |
0N 8/19/78, LARRY ALLEN, PATROLMAN, CLEVELAND, TEXAS POLICE
DEPARTHEWT (CPDY, REVIEWED CPD ‘FILES AND COULD LOCATE i0 RECORD
IDENTIFIABLE WITH BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., DOB 8/28/31.. ALLEN
ADVISED WOW-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT, IF FILED IN CLEVELAND , TEXAS,
PROBABLY FILED THROUGH CLEVELAND CITY COURT AiD WARRANT ‘ISSUED BY

CITY JUDGE GLEN JONES. RECORDS CITY COURT NOT AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW

UNTIL 9 A, 8/21/78 AND JUDGE GLEU JOWES CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE. ' -
LEAD: HOUSTOR AT CLEVELARD, TEXAS: ‘ |

' ASAP, MONDAY, &M, WILL REVIEY CLEVELAND CITY COURT RECORDS [/
PER LEAD SET 0UT IN"REFERENCEﬁ,TELETYPE. ' bl,gqq,ql_ | /(
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ATTENTION COKGRESSIONAL IRQUIRIES UNIT, ROOH 8988, JEH,
HURKLU. 003 HEMPHIS,

REFERENCE JN TEL TO DIRECTORN &/19/73.

Ol 8/19/78, LARRY ALLEL, PATROLMAUN, CLEVELAND, TEXAS POLICE
DEPARTHENT (GRD), REVIEUED CPD FILES AlD COULD LOCATE f0 RECORD
IDENTIFIABLE YITH BURGESS AUDIE UILSOfl, JRe, DOB 8/28/31. ALLEHN
FDVISED KOX~CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT, IF FILED IR CLEVELALD , TEXAS,
-PgbBAﬁLY FILED THROUGH CLEVELAND CITY COURT AND UARRANI ISSUED BY
OITY, JUDGE GLEN JORES. RECORDS CITY COURT KOT AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW
UITIL 9 AH, 8/21/78 AD JUDRE GLEN JONDS CURRENTLY UNAVAILABLE.
LEAD: HOUSTOR AT CLEVELAND, TEXAS:

, ASAP, MOLDAY, A, WILL REVIEY CLEVELAED CITY COURT RECORDS
. PER LEAD SET OUT Il REFEREHCED TELETYPE. ©2-SY¥Yz
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

TO * SAC, JACKSON (62-544) DATE: 8/19/78

FROM : SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR.

SUBJECT: MURKIN

The following are among items found in the wallet

of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.:

et

e
4, @

KWS/mae

SEARCHED INDEXE
@ - Jackson SELIALIZED. FILED

(2)/7nu)

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan ~ ~ FB1/D0J

Current Texas Driver's License #7911315
under name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.,
113 Mill Street, San Marcos, Texas, DOB
8/28/31, license expires 1980.

Handwritten note on back of card giving
address of 1005 Hickory Hill lane, C-103,
Hermitage, Tenmessee, 37076, no name on
card.

Business card for MAX D. MURRAY,
Advertising Representative, Austin,
Texas, American-Statesman.

Business card for DAN WERNER, Craftsman
Workshop, Edgewater Mall, Biloxi, MS,
telephone 388-9601,

Note with name KARL FASOID, 863-4761
(apparently Gulfport, MS, telephone mo.)

Business card for Louisiana Off-Shore
Caterers, name JIM FONTENOT, Personnel
Director, Houma, Louisiana, telephone
876~3642. '

Pay voucher from Gulf Coast Catering Co.,
New Iberia, Louisiana, for pay period ending
6/16/78.

Card with name TAD MURRAY, Monroe,
Louisiana, 323-7382 or 728-4060. (p2-54Y—43
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Card with name BOB CAZOET, 214-521-4195.

Bill of sale, mainly illegible, but made
out to VERA M. NEVILL, Route 4, Box 620-G,
Canyon lLake, Texas.

Veterans Administration patient data card,
#422341275, under name of BURGESS A. WILSON,
Canyon lake, Texas.

1977 VFW membership card, #990998, for Post
Number 8573, Canyon Lake, Texas.

Names STAN BULLARD and Jones Builders,
Long Beach, Mississippi.

Business card for Bill Wilson Builders,
Custom Homes, Canyon Lake, 'Texas, and
817 East Euclid, San Antonio, Texas.

Plastic credit card for Security State
Bank, Starkville, MS, #37-3894-0, under
name of Colonel BURGESS A. WILSON,

USAF retired.

(WILSON advised he was discharged from USAF
in 1960 after 12 years service with rank of
Technical Sergeant.)

Private pilot's certificate #1106770, under
name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 13125
Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri, 64030,
giving him authorization to fly single and
multi engine land airplanes, issued by FAA,
Oklahoma City.

WILSON claims to be personally acquainted with

Shelby County, Tennessee, Sheriff GENE BARKSDALE, calling
BARKSDALE an old flying buddy who flew with WILSON in the
Tennessee Air National Guard. At that time, BARKSDALE
headed the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department Vice Squad.

WILSON has advised that he arrived on the Mississippi

Gulf Coast around 7/1/78. He came to the Gulf Coast from
/2/47' Houma, Louisiana, where he worked for the Louisiana Off-Shore
Company (not further identified).
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UNITED STATES GOWPRNMENT UNITED STATES DEPAWENT OF JUSTICE

‘ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Memorandum

SAC, JACKSON (62-544) DATE: 8/19/78
SA K. P. WHITE~-SPUNNER, JR.
MURKIN

The following are among items found in the wallet
of- BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.:

Current Texas Driver's License #7911315

under name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.,

113 Mill Street, San Marcos, Texas, DOB
~ 8/28/31, license expires 1980.

Handwritten mnote on back of card giving
address of 1005 Hickory Hill Lane, C-~103,
Hermitage, Tennessee, 37076, no mname on
card. :

Business card for MAX D. MURRAY,
Advertising Representative, Austin,
Texas, American-~Statesman.

Business card for DAN WERNER, Craftsman ¥
Workshop, Edgewater Mall, Biloxi, MS,
telephone 388-9601. ;

Note with name KARL FASOID, 863-4761 4
(apparently Gulfport, MS, telephone no.)

Business card for Louisiamna Off-Shore
Caterers, name JIM FONTENOT, Personnel
Director, Houma, Louisiana, telephone
876-3642.

Pay voucher from Gulf Coast Catering Co.,
New Iberia, Louisiana, for pay period ending

6/16/78.

Card with name TAD MURRAY, Monroe,
Louisiana, 323-7382 or 728-4060. ‘_,L—S‘{q- (’3
D
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Card with name BOB CAZOET, 214-521-4195.

Bill of sale, mainly illegible, but made
out to VERA M. NEVILL, Route 4, Box 620-G,
Canyon lake, Texas.

Veterans Administration patient data card,
#422341275, under name of BURGESS A. WILSON,
Canyon lake, Texas.

1977 VFW membership card, #990998, for Post
Number 8573, Canyon Lake, Texas.

Names STAN BULLARD and Jones Builders,
Long Beach, Mississippi.

Business card for Bill Wilson Builders,
Custom Homes, Canyon Lake, 'Texas, and
817 East Euclid, San Antonio, Texas.

Plastic credit card for Security State
. Bank, Starkville, MS, #37-3894-0, under

name of Colonel BURGESS A. WILSON,

USAF retired.

(WILSON advised he was discharged from USAF
in 1960 after 12 years service with rank of
Technical Sergeant.)

Private pilot's certificate #1106770, under
name of BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., 13125
Herrick Avenue, Grandview, Missouri, 64030,
giving him authorization to fly single and
multi engine land airplanes, issued by FAA,
Oklahoma City.

WILSON claims to be persomally acquainted with
Shelby County, Tenmnessee, Sheriff GENE BARKSDALE, calling
BARKSDALE an old flying buddy who flew with WILSON in the
Tennessee Air National Guard. At that time, BARKSDALE
headed the Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department Vice Squad.

WILSON has advised that he arrived on the Mississippi
Gulf Coast around 7/1/78. He came to the Gulf Coast from
Houma, Louisiana, where he worked for the Louisiana Off-Shore
Company (not further identified).
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F"ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIE.

Date of tronscription August 19, 1978

Sen} ME &

g'wl‘)% Telecop'e*BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as Bill,
date of bixth August 28, 1931, Social Security Account Number
Jk act 6 (3) ), furmnished the following information to SA ROYCE
DAVID HIGNIGHT:

: Mr. WILSON advised that he was born August 28, 1931,
‘at Fulton, Mississippi, and that he resided with his family at
Golden, Mississippi, until 1936, at which time the family moved
to Eldridge, Alabama, where he attended school until the eighth
grade and then went to high school at Carbon Hill, Alabama,

until 1947.

He advised on May 2, 1947, he entered the U. S. Air
Force and was discharged in 1950. He stated that after being
out of the Air Force for approximately eight months he was
recalled for the Korean War and stayed in until Febiruary, 1960,
at which time he was given an honorable discharge.

He and his wife, BETTY LOU WILSON, moved to Memphis,
Tennessee, following his discharge, where he worked for
Prudential Insurance Company for approximately one year.
After leaving Prudential Insurance Company, he operated a
laundry and cleanlng business in Memphis. During this time,
he was also in the Tennessee Air National Guard.

He'left Memphis, Tennessee, went to Grandview,
Missouri, where he became a civil service employee in the Air
Force Reserve. He stayed employed in the Air Force Reserve
until 1970. From 1966 until 1970, he also operated a jewelry
store business.

In 1970, he and w1fe, BETTY WILSON, moved to Memphis,
Termessee, and opened a jewelry business in Bartlett
Tennessee. In addition to the jewelry business, he also built
aluminum storage buildings. He stated that in June, 1970, a
tornado hit his business and destroyed. it.

He then went to San Antonic, Texas, and became
employed by the Air Force Reserve as a flight engineer. He

alsoc operated a jewelry store in San Antonio until 1974, when
he _and his wife RF"T’T‘V diszorced .

Interviewad on 8/19/78 uQQean_SpringabJﬂiashﬁﬂ4qﬁfne# Jackson 62-~544

by ___SA ROVCE DAVID HIGNIGHT/mae ' Dote dictoted —__8/19/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
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He then went to Mountain Home, Arkansas, and opened
a jewelry store and married AVIS LEA HUNTER. He was married
to HUNTER for approximately six months, and they divorced.
. HUNTER mnow resides at 1010 Hickory Hill lane, Hermltage,
- Tennessee.
He then went to Columbus, Mississippi, -where he |
) worked in the gubermatorial campaign for Govermor CLIFF FINCH.
While in Columbus, he married PATRICIA SHINDALA of Starkville,
Mississippi. He also advised that while in Columbus he sold
fire extinguishers. He stated that during the gubernatorial
" campaign it was suggested that he tell people that he was a
retired colonel and an ex-prisoner of war to campaign for
FINCH. He stated that after the campaign was over, he was
dropped by the FINCH people.

. He left Columbus, Mississippi, in January, 1976 and
went to Tyler, Texas, where he stayed with LARRY HUGHEY, a
friend who had a farm. He went to Texas for the purpose of
clearing up some 'charges" against him at New Braunfels, Texas.

He advised that he went to Dallas, Texas, to see a
friend, and while there, he called his son and asked him to
come see him, and shortly thereafter the police arrived and
arrested him on a charge of non-child support on a warrant
issued for him at Cleveland, Texas. He was released to
authorities from New Braunfels, where he pled guilty to a
charge of theft by check and recelved a sentence of eight
years probation.

He advised that he then stayed in the vicinity of
New Braunfels where he did construction work. He had an
altercation with another employee, and he was arrested for
" violation of his probation but was released a couple of weeks
later, He continued working around New Braunfels and was again
arrested for possession of stolen merchandise which actually
was a dispute between himself and an associate over some
property that he had stored for the associlate, and the charges
were subsequently dropped. He continued in the comstruction
business and married JO.ANN CHILDRESS, and they were divorced
after three months.

In January of 1978, he went to Houma, Louisiana,
and went  to work for Louisiana Off-Shore Caterers and worked
there until April, at which time he went to work for Gulf Coast
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Caterers of New Iberia, Louisiana, and worked there until
the end of June of 1978, at which time he came to Ocean
Springs, Mississippi, and opened a jewelry shop. He lived
at the Twin Pines Apartments the first three weeks he was
.in Ocean Springs and then moved to Route 6, Box 387.

He furnished the following description of himself: -

Name BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR.
Also known as Bill
Date of birth August 28, 1931
Place of birth Fulton, Mississippil
Height 5 feet 11 inches
. Weight 170 pounds
' Eyes Brown
Hair Grav
Social Security Number | of<act ¢ 3 |
Education High school graduate
~Military service U. S. Air Force
1947-1960
Father BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, SR.
(deceased)
Grenada, Mississippi
Mother ' MITTIE DALE (deceased)
Stepmother LILLIE MAE WILSON (deceased)
Grenada, Mississippi
*  Brother ALLISON TOWERS WILSON
' Reform, Alabama
Sister o LYDA MC GAHEY

2002 East Eighth Avenue North
Columbus, Mississippil

Sister . CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE
- Fulton, Mississippi
Ex-wife ) BETTY LOU WILSON WADE
Burleson, Texas :

Ex-wife AVIS LEA HUNTER
- 1010 Hickory Hill Lane
Hermitage, Tennessee
Ex~-wife PATRICIA SHINDALA
- Starkville, Mississippil
(believed killed in car
accident)
Ex-wife JO ANN CHILDRESS
113 Mill Street
San Marcos, Texas
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Daughter

Son

Son
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DEBORAH ANN JONES,
husband CHARLES,
Belvedere, Illinois
STEVEN WAYNE WILSON
Burleson, Texas
MARK ANTHONY WILSON
Burleson, Texas
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o FDR-502(Rev. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

e
IQM\‘. - 4 s x ?/‘5’7?&/ Date of transcription . August 19’ 1978
L O
4 BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., an inmate of the Ocean Springs

City Jail, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, furnished the following
information to ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT and K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR.,

who he knows to be Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, after having been advised the purpose of the interview-being
his knowledge and involvement in the murder of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING
and after having been advised of his Constitutional rights which he
waived as indicated by an Advice of Rights and Waiver of Rights Form
which he signed:

Mr. WILSON advised that at the time prior to the murder of
MARTIN LUTHER KING, he was living in Grandview, Missouri, in a house
on Byers Road with his wife, BETTY LOU, and his three children,
DEBORAH, STEVE, and MARK. He was in the Air Force Reserve and also
operated a jewelry store.

In the course of his jewelry business, he met a white male
Italian who was in his late sixties and was approximately 5 feet 9
inches tall, weighed approximately 230 pounds, and who operated a
jewelry trade shop on Walnut Street. He stated that this white male
introduced him to another white male Italian by the name of MITCH
(Last Name-Unknown), who was in his mid fifties and was approximately
5 feet 10 inches tall, and weighed approximately 190 pounds, who had
black, wavy hair and had .some connection with a bonding company, and
also MITCH's brother, name not recalled, who fit the same physical
description as MITCH, but who had numerous cut scars on his face. -

He stated that.MITCH started. delivering jewelry to him for
the purpose of having the stones removed from the fittings. He stated
MITCH usually met him at a bar on Walnut Street which was run by a
white female and it. also appeared that MITCH might have been a part
owner or had an interest in this bar. He stated that due to the
volume of jewelry that MITCH was bringing to him, he asked MITCH
about it, and MITCH advised him that it was stolen jewelry. MITCH
told him, however, that he, WILSON, was in as deep as he, MITCH, was
and that he would have to continue working with MITCH. He stated
this relationship with MITCH continued until 1970.

He stated that MITCH brought up the idea of killing KING
and saild that there was a $50,000 contract on him. However, he

8/19/78  Ocean Springs, Mississippi., j Jackson 62-544

Interviewed on

SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR.

SA ROYCE DAVID HIGNIGHT/RDH/mae ars diciata
by . ate dictate

8/19/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FB1/DOJ

H¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 134




~ HW

B

JN 62-544

never said who put out the contract but said that he could get
the money for WILSON if he killed KING.

WILSON stated that MITCH was well aware of his, WILSON's,

. thoughts concerning KING and the black civil rights movement, in.

55186 -

that his father, who was a pastor of the Central Baptist Church at
Grenada, Mississippi, died of a heart attack which he, WILSON,
thought was caused as a result of racial tensions at Grenada brought
on by the forceful integration of his father's church.

WILSON stated that approximately five or six months before
KING's murder, he started gathering information on the movements,
habits, and whereabouts of KING.

WILSON advised that he had a red and white Bonanza airplane,
Register Number 34L, and a Cessna 310 twin-engine ailrcraft, which was
blue and white, which planes he used to fly to different places
where KING was supposed to be. He stated that he recalls going to
Huntsville, Alabama; Tupelo, Mississippi; Jackson, Tennessee; Atlanta,
Georgia; and Greenville, South Carolina. He stated that while at
Tupelo, Mississippl, he stayed in the Ramada Inn and believes that
in the other places he visited he stayed in Holiday Inns.

He stated that MITCH furnished him a Japanese sniper rlfle.
He stated that he kept the rifle and that just before Christmas of
1975, he had it reworked at a gunshop in Columbus, Mississippi, on
Fourth Street across from a bank. He stated that the last knowledge
he had of the rifle, his older son STEVEN WAYNE WILSON, had the
rifle and a shotgun but had told him that he had sold it.

Mr. WILSON advised that there was a garbage strike in
progress at Memphls, Tennessee, and that MITCH called him at his
store in Grandview, Missourl, and told him that KING was coming to
Memphis for.a rally and instructed WILSON to come to Memphis where
he was to meet two men at the Wonder Bar located at the corner of
Summey Avenue and White Station Road.

Mr. WILSON advised that he flew to Memphils, Tennessee,
in the Bonanza aircraft and landed at an airport just north of
Raleigh,. Tennessee. He stated that the alrport was operated by a
long-time acquaintance of his who had attended a church which was
pastored by WILSON's father in the past. WILSON stated that his
daughter, DEBORAH, picked him up at the airport in her 1965 white
Mustang, which WILSON had previously bought for her and which was
registered in his name in Missouri.
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He advised that DEOBRAH and her mother, BETTY LOU, were
staying at the residence of WILSON's father-in-law, VERNON HOOTEN,
" 3095 Ruskin Road, Memphis, Tennessee. He stated that HOOTEN had- had
a. heart attack and that his wife and daughter. were temporarily stay-
ing at the HOOTEN residence. -

WILSON advised that he went to the Wonder Bar and while
having a drink two white men approached him, one having an accent
similar to a Puerto Rican.

The two white males furnished him with FBI credentials,
which he stated had a black and white photograph of himself on it,
and they took him and showed him where KING was to hold the rally.
They then took WILSON to a hotel on South Main Street near Beale
Street and took him to a room on the third floor. They told him
he was to be in the. crowd at the rally and that a decoy shot was to
be fired and that he was then to shoot. They said that KING had a
habit of raising his arms over his head when he was making a speech
and that the second time that he did so, the shots were to bhe fired.

WILSON stated that on the day of the murder he was in the
crowd standing near a wood fence approximately 60 feet from where
KING was standing and that when KING raised his arms the second time
he shot him.

Mr. WILSON advised that he had the rifle which he used
strapped to his belt under a suit coat and attached to his belt on
a swlvel.. He stated that the barrel protruded from below his coat
but no one questioned him concerning it. He said that he had prac-
ticed a great deal swiveling the rifle and firing it.

He advised that after the shooting, he was stopped by the
Memphis police, but he showed them the. credentials, and they let
him go,. and he walked on down the street approximately two blocks
to where he had left the. Mustang parked. He advised that he got
in the. Mustang and drove back to the HOOTEN residence, and his
daughter, DEBORAH, then took him to the airport, and he got his
plane and flew back to. Kansas City. He stated that the airport
that he used was on the Kansas side on the highway to Olathe,
Kansas. He stated the airport was run by (First Name Unknown)
FISHER. He -also stated that he had purchased the Bonanza aircraft
from FISHER.

- WILSON advised that approximately one week before the
murder, MITCH gave him $25,000 in $20 bills, and following the
murder, MITCH gave him another $25,000, at which time he gave the
credentials back to MITCH.
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WILSON advised that he has no

knowledge of JAMES EARL
RAY having been in

volved in the conspiracy.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Memorandum

TO ! SAC, JACKSON (62-544) (P) DATE: 8/19/78
FROM : SA KENNETH P. HUGHES
SUBJECT: MURKIN

The following investigation was conducted by SA
KENNETH P. HUGHES on 8%19/78:

FREDDY TILGHAM, Chief of Police, Grenada, MS, Police
Department, could locate no arrest record on BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON, JR., DOB 8/28/31, Fulton, MS.

Grenada, MS, City Directory shows Central Baptist
Church, 333 Second Street, Grenada, MS, and pastor Reverend
JOE BELL.

HUBERT SPEARS, U. S. Post Office, Grenada, advised
they did have a B. A. WILSON as a preacher at the Central
Baptist Church, Grenada, approximately four or five years
ago when he died. SPEARS stated WILSON's wife, first name
possibly GLADYS, stayed in Grenada approximately one year
and lived at 375 Levee Street, which house is now vacant
and in the process of being torn down. While in Grenada,

B. A. WILSON and wife lived in the church parsonage located
behind Central Baptist Church. There were no children living
with WILSON and his wife at that time, and if they had any
children, they were all grown.

Review of City Directory shows Mrs. LILLY M., WILSON
residing 375 South Levee Street, Grenada.

Reverend JOE BELL, Pastor, Central Baptist Church,
advised BURGESS AUDIE WILSON was pastor at Central Baptist
Church for approximately 13 years:until he died of a heart
attack on 1/7/67. BELL estimated WILSON was pastor from 1954
to 1967. He stated WILSON and his second wife, LILLY, lived
in the church parsonage.

BELL stated WILSON had four children who were as
follows: Mrs. CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE (phonetic), who lives in
Fulton, MS; BILL WILSON, Kansas City, Kansas; qug (%gqi
Columbus, MS; and one other son, name mnot known. 2~- ‘j_:_}l b
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BELL believed all of WILSON's children were married
and knew that B. A. WILSON had churches at Camp Creek, Fulton,
MS; Lynn Station, north of Jasper, Alabama; and at Eldridge,
Alabama, prior to coming to Gremada in 1954, LILLY WILSON,
wife of B. A, WILSON, died approximately one year ago in a
nursing home at Fulton, MS. B. A. WILSON and his wife, LILLY,
had a house in Grenada located at the corner of Levee and 4th
Street, and BELL knew of no other land the WILSONs owned in
Grenada. Concerning BILL WILSON, BELL stated that he was a
pilot and flew for a freight line or unknown airline in Kansas
Qigy,dKansas, and reportedly flew freight to Guam and other
islands.

BELL knew that BILL WILSON had caused his father
problems concerning debts that his father, B. A. WILSON, had
to pay, and he believed that BILL WILSON had been arrested on
an embezzlement charge possibly in California. BELL recalled
that BILL WILSON flew into Memphis, Tennessee, on Sunday, the
day before the funeral, which was on a Monday, with his second
wife:. BELL did not know if BILL WILSON had any children. BELL
did not know how long BILL WILSON stayed in Grenada as he,
BELL, left on Tuesday, the day after the funeral. BELL did
know that BILL WILSON's stepmother, LILLY WILSON, had mo use
for BILL WILSON, and LILLY WILSON told BELL she mnever wanted
to lay eyes on him again or have BILL WILSON put a foot in her
house. LILLY WILSON told BELL that BILL WILSON did not deserve
any part of his father's inheritance as the father had already
paid off many of his debts.

BELL stated he did hear that BILL WILSON did obtain
his father's shotgun during the settlement of the estate,
which shotgun at that time was valued between $150 and $200.
BELL further stated BILL WILSON's other brother and BILL
WILSON apparently argued over the shotgun, and the other
unknown brother left in disgust, leaving the shotgun to BILL
WILSON. BELL stated an attorney by the name of FREDERICKS in
Grenada read B. A. WILSON, SR.'s will.
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SAC, JACKSON (62-544) (P) 8/19/78
SA KENNETH P. HUGHES
MURKIN

The following investigation was conducted by SA
KENNETH P, HUGHES on 8519/78:

FREDDY TILGHAM, Chief of Police, Grenada, MS, Police
Department, could locate no arrest record on BURGESS AUDIE
WILSON, JR., DOB 8/28/31, Fulton, MS.

Grenada, MS, City Directory shows Central Baptist
gggrggiLSBS Second Streéet, Grenada, MS, and pastor Reverend

HUBERT SPEARS; U. S. Post Office, Grenada, advised
they did have a B. A. WILSON as a preacher at the Central
Baptist Church, Grenada, approximately four or five years
ago when he died, SPEARS stated WILSON's wife, first name
possibly GLADYS, stayed in Grenada approximately one year
and lived at 375 levee Street, which house is now vacant
and in the process of being torn down. While in Grenada,

B. A, WILSON and wife lived in the church parsonage located
behind Central Baptist Churchs There were no children living
with WILSON and his wife at that time, and if they had any

| children, they were all grown.

Review of City Directory shows Mrs. LILLY . WILSON
residing 375 South lLevee Street, Grenada.

Reverend JOE BELL, Pastor, Central Baptist Church,
advised BURGESS AUDIE WILSON wasg pastor at Central Baptist
Church for a?proximately 13 years until he died of a heart
attack on 1/7/67. BELL estimated WILSON was pastor from 1954
to 1967, He stated WILSON and his second wife, LILLY, lived
in the church parsonage.
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BELL stated WILSON had four children who were as
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follows: Mrs. CHRISTINE GUNTHORPE (phonetic), who lives in
Fulton, MS; BILL WILSON, Kansas City, Kansas; LIDA (LNU)
Columbus, MS; and one other son, name not knownt. (92,—54 t[\\( b
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BELL believed all of WILSON's children were married
and knew that B. A. WILSON had churches at Camp Creek, Fulton,
MS; Lynn Station, mnorth of Jasper, Alabama; and at Eldridge,
Alabama, prior to coming to Grenada in 1954. LILLY WILSON,
wife of B. A. WILSON, died approximately one year ago in a
nursing home at Fulton, MS. B. A. WILSON and his wife, LIILY,
had a house in Grenada located at the corner of Levee and 4th
Street, and BELL knew of no other land the WILSONs owned in
Grenada. Concerning BILL WILSON, BELL stated that he was a
pilot and flew for a freight line or unknown airline in Kansas
giiiy,dKanSas, and reportedly flew freight to Guam and other

slands.

BELL knew that BILL WILSON had caused his father
problems concerning debts that his father, B, A. WILSON, had
to pay, and he believed that BILL WILSON had been arrested on
an embezzlement ¢harge possibly in California. BELL recalled
that BILL WILSON flew into Memphis, Tennessee, on Sunday, the
day before the funeral, which was on a Monday, with his second
wife., BELL did not know if BILL WILSON had any children. BELL
did not know how long BILL WILSON stayed in Grenada as he,
BELL, left on Tuesday; the day after the funeral, BELL did
know that BILL WILSON's stepmother, LILLY WILSON, had no use
for BILL WILSON, and LILLY WILSON told BELL she never wanted
to lay eyes on him again or have BILL WILSON put a foot in her
house. LILLY WILSON told BELL that BILL WILSON did not deserve
any part of his father's inheritance as the father had already
paid off many of his debts.

BELL, stated he did hear that BILL WILSON did obtain
his father's shotgun during the settlement of the estate,
which shotgun at that time was valued betweén $150 and $200,
BELL further stated BILL WILSON's other brother and BILL
WILSON agparently argued over the shotgun, and the other
unknown brother left in disgust, leaving the shotgun to BILL
WILSON. BELL stated an attorney by the name of FREDERICKS in
Grenada read B. A, WILSON, SR.'s will.
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00 HE HE Jil
DE DL
0 212@452 AUG 78
P DALLAS (44-2645) RUC
T0 DIKECTOR (44-38861) IMHEDIATE ’
MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB 1) IMMEDIATE
JACKSON INMEDIATE |
BT |
UNCLAS E F T 0 _ i
ATTK: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 5988, JEH.
MURKL b |
RE WEMPHIS TELETYPE TO DIRECiORV8;2@-78°
BETTY LOU WADE RECONCATED 6-26-78, AND STATES VISIT To MEMPHLS-
T0 SEE VERiiOW HOOTER, BAPTIST HOSPITAL, UAS SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER KI NG
MURDER . | o .
WADE COWFIRHS- WILSON BOUGHT DAUGH]hh A CREAM COLORED MUSTA NG
IN FEBURARY 1968, BUT SAYS HE NEVER DROVE VEHICLE ON ANY TRIPS
TO HER KNOWLEDGE. SHE ALSO RECONFIRMS THAT WILSON UAS AT HOME IN
GRANDVIEW, MO, AT TIME KING MURDERED. SHE STATED THAT SHE HAS MEVER
" HEARD WILSON MAKE ANY STATEMENT THAT HE KILLED MARTI W
LUTHER KING. _ ‘
STEPHEN WAYNE WILSON SAYS HE WAS 15 ON 4-4-68, AND RECALLS

/

SEEING OF KI¥GS DEATH ON TV AT HOME IN\GRA&DVIEW,.EOQ HE COWFIRMS

FATHER BURGESS AUDIE WILSON:WAS ALSO HOME AT THAT flma; STATES THAT
THERE WAS K0 WAY HIS FATHER COULD HAVE KILLED KI N(; (oZ-S‘N«kn
: Ol
; ﬂJ&:g U 1678

FBI=JACRSG.N
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 PAGE TWO DALLAS 44-2649 UNCLAS E F T O
STEPHEN WILSON CONFIRMED SISTER OWNED 1965 MUSTANG AND FATHER
DROVE IT ON OCCASION BUT DOES NOT RECALL HE EVER DROVE IT TO MEMPHIS,

TENNESSEE,

DESCRIBES FATHER AS ALcoHdLlc WITH SERIOUS ME@TAL.PROBLEMS,
SATD HE PLACED FATHER I ALCOHOLIC REﬁABILITATION CLINIC AT SAN
ANTONIO, TEXAS FOR 3 - 4 DAYS I JAWUARY 1576 To DRY HIM OUT.
FATHER,LIVEﬁ_WITH.HIm FOR BRIEF TIME AFTERWARDS AND WOULD DRI NK
CONSTANTLY AND DO AND, SAY CRAZY THINGS. SAYS NEVER HEARﬁ |
FATHER EVER NAKE STATEMENT THAT HE KILLED MARTIH LUTHER KIfG.

MARK ANTHOGY WILSON INTERVIEWED 8/20/78 AWD STATED FATHER
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON IS A VERY SICK MAN AND POSSIBLY INSANE.
SAYS HIS FATHER COULD NOT HAVE KILLED DR. KINGISINCE TO THE BEST
OF HIS RECOLLECfIbN BURGESS WILSON WAS AT HOME TN GRAND VIEW,
MO. ON THAT DATE. THINRS MOTHER AND SiSTEﬁ‘VISITI?@ GRANDMOTHER

AT MEMPHIS, TEN§, AND FATHER WAS HOME WITH HIM AND BROTHER STEPHEW,
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PAGE THREE DL 44-2649,UNCLAS EF TO

 WILSOWm DECRIBES FATHER AS HABITUAL LIAR AND ALCOHOLIC WHO
"OULD WALK AROUND THE TRUTH To TELL A'LIE." ' SAYS FATHER HAS
ALWAYS WANTED TO BE SOMEOWE IMPORTANT AWD HAS EXPRESSED THE
OPLEION NUMNEROUS TIMES THAT THE WHOLE WORLD IS CRAZY AWD HE IS
THE OLLY SAWE PERSON IN IT. STATES FATHER WAS PRIVATE PILOT
AT OwE TIME AND DID HAVE BORANZA AIRCRAFT WHILE THEY: LIVED AT
GRANDVIEW,.MO. CONFIRMS SISTER HAS CREAM MUSTANG AND FATHER DROVE
IT O OCCASION BUT WEVER TOOK IT OUT OF fowg, -

HE SAYS HE LAST SAW HIS FATHER IN SAW MARCUS, TEXAS IN. JARUARY
1976 WHEN STEPHEW AKD HE HAb bINNER‘waH THEIR FATHER. SAID HE'
SEEMED To BE DOING 0K AKD Ne INDICATION OF AWNY PRéBLEMS AT THAT TIUE,

SAYS HE WEVER HEARD HIS FATHER MAKE ALLEGATiON.THAI HE KILLED MARTIW
LUTHER KIdG. .
BT

KEC OWE TEL CLR TO U
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00 HE HE Ji
DE DL
0 212045Z AUG 78
Fil DALLAS (44-2649) RUC
TO DIRECTOR (44-388G1) IIMIEDIATE
MEHPHIS (44-1987 SUB ) IMMEDIATE
JACKSON IMHEDIATE
BT
UNCLAS EF TO
ATTU: CO{GRESSIONAL INQUIKIES UWIT, ROOH 8988, JEH,.
URKI Ui, :
RE WENMPHIS TELETYPE TO DIREGCTOR §~203-78.
BETTY LOU VUADE RECONCATED 8-20-78, ALD STATES VISIT TO MEHPHIS
TO SEE VERNON HOOTEN, BAPTIST HOSPITAL, UAS SEVERAL WEEKS AFTER KI NG
MURDER
VADE CONFIRIS WILSON BOUGHT‘DAUGHTER A CREAM COLORED MUSTALG
I8 FEBURARY 1968, BUT SAYS HE NEVER DROVE VEHICLE Ol ALY TRIPS
TO HER KNOWLEDGE. SHE ALSO RECONFIRIS THAT VILSON WAS AT HOHE LN
GRANDVIEU, }MO. AT TIME KNG MURDERED. SHE STATED THAT SHE HAS HEVER
HEARD WILSON HAKE ANY STATEHMENT THAT HE KILLED MARTIU
LUTHER KING.
STEPHEN WAYNE WILSON SAYS HE WAS 15 ON 4-4-68, AlD RECALLS

SEEING OF KIKaS DEATH Ol TV AT HOUE LU GRAKDVIEW, HO. HE CONFIRMS
FATHER BURGESS AUDIE WILSOU UAS ALSO HOME AT THAT TIME. STATES THAT
THERE WAS KO UAY KIS FATHER COULD HAVE KILLED Kife. (p2 ~SYy—yn
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PAGE TWO DALLAS 44~2649 UNCLAS EFTO
STEPHER WILSOL CONFIRMED SISTER OURED 1965 MUSTALE AlD FATHER
DROVE- IT O OCCASION BUT DOES NOT RECALL HE EVER DROVE IT TQ MEMPHIS,
TENNESSEE,
DESCRIBES FATHER AS ALCOHOLIC WITH SERIOUS MENTAL PROBLENMS.
SAID HE PLACED FATHER IHN ALCOHOLIC REHABILITATION CLINIC AT SAHN
ANTONIO, TEXAS FOR 3 ~'4 DAYS IN JARUARY 197€ T0 DRY HIIN OUT,
FATHER LIVED UITH HIil FOR BRIEF TIME AFIERVARDS AND UOQULD DRIRK
' CONSTANTLY AND DO ARD SAY CRAZY THIKGS. SAYS HEVER HEARD |
FATHER EVER MAKE STATEMENT THAT HE KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING.
HARK ANTHONY WILSON INTERVIEWED 8/26/7% AND STATED FATHER
BURGESS AUDIE VILSOO IS A VERY SICK HAN AND PQSSIBLY INSANE,
SAYS HIS FATHER COULD -NOT HAVE KILLED DR. KLIG SINCE TO THE BEST
OF HIS RECOLLECTION BURGESS WILSON VAS AT HOME IN GRAND VIEY,
MO. ON THAT DATE, THINKS HOTHER AND SISTER VISITING GRAIDMOTHER
AT MEMPHIS, TENN. AND FATHER VUAS HOWE WITH HIM AND BROTHER STEPHEN.
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PAGE THREE DL 44-2649 UNCLAS E F T O

YILSOH DECRIBES FATHER AS HABITUAL LIAR ALD ALCOHGLIC WHO
"UOULD VALK AROUND THE TRUTH T0 TELL A LIE.” SAYS FATHER HAS
ALYAYS UANTED TO BE- SOMEONE IMPORTANI AND HAS EXPRESSED THE
OPINION KUMEROUS TIMES THAT THE UHOLE UORLD IS CRAZY AMD HE IS
THE OXLY SAUE PERSOH IN IT. STATES FATHER WAS PRIVATE PILOT
AT OWE TIHIE ARD DID HAVE BONAKZA AIRCRAFT WHILE THEY LIVED AT
GRAIDVIEY, 1MO. CONFIRHS SISTER HAS CREAW HUSTANG AlD FATHER DROVE
IT OF OCCASION BUT HEVER TOOK IT OUT OF TOWH.

HE SAYS HE LAST SAW HIS FATHER IU SANL MARCUS, TEXAS It JALUARY
197¢ YHEN STEPHEN AGD HE HAD DINUER WITH THEIR FATHER. SAID HE
SEEWED TO BE DOIKG OK ARD 4O INDIGATION OF ALY PROBLEMS AT THAT TIVE.
SAYS HE WEVER HEARD HIS FATHER MAKE ALLEGATION THAT HE KILLED MARTIHN
LUTHER KIG. |
BT
REC ONE TEL CLR TO U
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MEOUGS 23217337
00 HO Ji
DE ME.
0 2@173@2 AUG 78
M HEMPHIS (44-1987 -SUB i)
T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMAEDIATE
JACKSOW  IMMEDIATE .
3T UNGLAS & F T 0 |
ATTH COWGRESSIOWAL IWQUIRIES UWIT, ROOM 8988 JEH.
WURKIW | | | : o/
RE JACKSOW TEL TO BUREAU 8-19-78. |
0 8—19-78,AMHS. AVIS LHEA HUNTER , NRE PRUETT, C 123,
RAVENYOOD APARTWENTS, 1645 HICKORY HILL LANE, ASHVILLE, TERH.,
ADVISED AS FOLLOWS: | o ‘ -
SHE {ARLIED BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, AKA, BILL O 12-31-74
AT WOUNTAIY HOWE, ARKANSAS, AFTER KiOUING HIM FOR ONLY 5 WEEKS.
SHE DIVORCED HId IW JUGE, 1975 AT HUNTSVILLE, ALABATA. WILSON TOLD
HER HE WAS 42 YEARS OLD AND HE uOhKLD AS'A JEWELER. DURLNG THEIR
MARRIAGE WILSON URA K FREQUENTLY AND. WOULD BECOME CRAZY , RAIBLL e,
AWD SILLY, ALTHdueH NEVER VIOLENT. HE WOULD FREQUEwlLY TELL HER
"JILD" UwTRUE STORIES INCLUDIWG THAT HZ WAS IN THE MAFIA. SHE LEFT
MLt BECAUSE OF HIS INSTASILITY AND THE FACT HE WAS RECEZIVING DIAMOMDS.
THAT HE @PPAHENTLYlwas NOT PAYING FOR. SHEfis NOT AWARE OF WILSON
A 9‘!‘4 ’42
SEAT T, g
A OM K

TR RO 7
1
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PAGE TWO ME 44-19%7 SUB #

EVER BEING INSTITUTIWALIZED FOk MENTAL PROBLEMS, ALTHOUGH HE WAS
SUPPOSEDLY JAILED AT NEW BROWHSVILLE, TEXAS IN 1575 AFTER THEIR
DIVORCE., ' ‘ ‘

SIHCE DIVIRCE, WILSON CALLS HER FREQUENTLY ‘AND 0¥ THIS

PAST THURSDAY, 8-17-78, HE PHONED AT ABOUT 1% TO 12:3¢ P.d. CENIRAL

DAYLIGHT TIME. HER SON, LANCE AGE 14, ANSWERED THE PHONE BUT SHE
LISTENED OW THE EXTENSION. WILSON WAS VERY DRUNKX AND TOLD LANCE HE

WOULD BE ON TV SOON AS HE HAD KILLED MARTIN LUTHER KING. WILSOW

- SAID THE FBI WOULD ARKEST HIW SOON THEN HUNG UP.

| THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME WILSON EVER MENTIONED KING AS THE
TOPIC OF KING'S ASSASSINATION NEVER CAHE UP DURING THEIR WMARRAIGE.

WILSON HAS NEVER MENTIORNED JAHES EARL RAY TO HER. SHE KNOWS NOWE

 OF WILSON'S ASSOCIATES AND DOES NOI Kiow WHERE HE WAS IN APRIL,

1968, 1RS. HUNTER ADVISED WILSOH'S STORY ABOUT KILLING KING WAS
ATTENP? OH HIS PART TO GAIN ATTENTION.

\

BT,

P

232 174272 Ji |
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00 Ho Ji
DE HE
0 201739Z AUG 78
Fil HEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB i)
TO DIRECTOR (44~38861) IHMEDIATE
JACKSON IHMEDIATE
BT UNCLAS EF T 0
ATTH CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UMNIT, ROOIM 898% JEH.
URKI I

RE JAGKSON TEL TO BUREAU B~19-78. -

ON 8-19-78, HRS. AVIS LHEA HULTER, NEE PRUETT, C 163,
RAVEHUOOD APARTMENTS, 1005 HIGKORY HILL LANE, WASHVILLE, TENO.,
ADVISED AS FOLLOUS:

SHE MARRIED BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, AKA, BILL ON 12-31-74
AT MOUNTAIN HOWME, ARKANSAS, AFTER KIOWING HIM FOR OULY 5 WEEKS,

SHE DIVORCED HIH Ib JUNE, 1975 AT HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA. WILSOR TOLD
HER HE WAS 42 YEARS OLD AND HE WORKED AS A JEVELER. DURING THEIR
MARRIAGE WILSON DRAUK FREQUENTLY AND WOULD BECOME CRAZY, RAMBLIIUG,
ALD SILLY, ALTHOUGH NEVER VIOLENT. HE WOULD FREQUENTLY TELL HER
"WYILD™ UNIRUE STORIES INCLUDING THAT HE WAS IN THE MAFIA. SHE LEFT
HI} BECAUSE OF HIS INSTABILITY. AND THE FAGT HE ¥AS RECEIVING DIAMOIDS
THAT HE QPPARENTLY UAS EOT PAYING FOR. SHE IS NOT AWARE OF UWILSOM

(- Gu¥~-48
O OFn

b/ o |
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PAGE TUO HME 44~-1987 SUB U

EVER BEIlUG INSTITUTIFALIZED FOk MEKTAL PRO3LEMS, ALTHOUGH HE UAS
SUPPOSEDLY JAILED AT HEY BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS IN 1575 AFTER THEIR
DIVORCE,

SItCE DIVIRCE, UILSON CALLS HER FREQUENTLY ALD- Ol THIS
| PAST THURSDAY, 8-17-78, HE PHONED AT ABOUT 1§ TO 18:3% P.il, CENTRAL
f DAYLIGHT TIME, HER SON, LANCE AGE 14, AYSYERED THE PHONE BUT SHE
LISTEHED O THE EXTENSION, YILSON WAS VERY DRUBK AD TOLD LANCE HE
WOULD BE Ol TV SOON AS HE HAD KILLED WARTIN LUTHER KING. wILSON
SAID THE FBI HOULD ARREST HIM SCON THEN Huli UP. |
THIS WAS THE FIRST TIME UILSON EVER MENTIONED KING AS THE
TOPIC OF KING'S ASSASSIVATION NEVER CAME UP DURING THEIR MARRAIGE.
WILSON HAS UEVER WENTIONED JAHES EARL RAY TO HER, SHE KHNOUS HOME
OF UILSON'S ASSOCIATES AND DOES NOT KIOU UHERE HE UAS IN APRIL,
1968, HRS. HUNTER ADVISED WILSON'S STORY ABOUT KILLING KING ¥AS
ATTENPT Ol HIS PART TO GAIN ATTEHNTIGN.
BT,

232 17427 48 |
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PP HQ -ME JW
DE BT

P. 1822187 AlG 78

RN BIRWINGHAM (44-174) ®)
T0 DIRECTOR (44-38861> (PRIORITY)
MEWPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) (PRIORITY)
JACKSON (62-544) (PRIORITY) -
BT - . : | -
UHCLAS E F T O |
ATTN . CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UWIT, ROOM 8988 JEH,
MURKI N - | |
RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE To DIRECTOR AWD OTHER OFFICES,
AUG. 19, 1978. |
0Nl AUG. 15, 1978, MR. ALLISON T. WILSON, P. 0. BOX 23,
(HIGHWAY 17 SOUTH), REFORM, ALA., ADVISED THAT BURGESS AUDIE

WILSON.IS HIS BROTHER AND HAS FOR MANY YEARS BEEWN AN ALCOHOLIC

e

AND IS A CONFIRMED LIAR AND THINKS OF HINSELF AS A RETIRED

COLONEL AHD POSES AS A VIET HAM VETERAN WHEN HE IS DRUNK., HE

STATED THAT HIS BROTHER HAS OFIEQ CONFnSD“D To VARIOUS CRIMES

IN ORﬁEP TO BE'LOCKED Ur S0 HE WILL BE ABLv 10 Chg SOBE? ‘4 ll%

WILSON STATED HE CAN THINK OF OWLY ONE SPECIFIGEEEie T HAT HES |
. sertsuzenJPlerio__ ) e

AUG 20 1978

G’\/\/ FBI-JACKSON 3
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PAGE TWO  BH 44-174% UNCLAS EF T O
BRQTHER.CONFESSED TO A CRIME AND WAS LOCKED UP IN WEW BROWNSVILLE,
TEXAS. HE COULD NOT RECALL THE DATE OR THE SPECIFIC (RIME.
MR, WILSON STATED THAT THE FAMILY HAD RECENTLY SOLD HIS'
FATHER'S HOME AND HIS BROTHER WAS SENT HIS SHARE WHICH WAS -

$2,875., HE FEELS THAT HIS BROTHER AT THE PRESENT TIME IS ON A

"TOOT". MR, WILSON STATED THAT‘HIS BROTHER HAD RECENTLY CALLED
" THEIR SISTZR, MRS. LYDA IC GAHa, COLUMBUS,VHISS., AW TOLD HER
THAT HE, ALLISON T, WILSON, HAD HAD A HEART ATTACK ATD WAS ALMOST
DEAD. MR. WILSON STATED THAT HE RECALLS ON ONE QCCASION, };’IS
BROTHER CALLED HIN AND TOLD HIM THAT HE HAD BEEN ELECTED MAYOR
OF GRAWDVIEW, MO., AND HE KNOWS THAT HIS BROTHER WAS LIVING AT
GRANDVIEW, 10. AND OPERATING A JEWELRY STORE-ON APRIL 4, 1963,
HE STATED AT THIS TIME HIS BROTHER WAS MARRIED TO BETTY WADE,
WHO PRESENTLY RESIDES 233 SMITH STREET, BURLESON, TEXAS.
HE STATED THAT HIS-BROTHER'S SON, STEVE WILSON, 117/ LIVINGSTOW,
FT. WORTH, TEXAS, .AND HIS DAUGHTER, 1RS. CHARLES (DE3BIE) JONES,
2628 HEWBURG ROAD,‘TRAILER-1Q6, BELVIDERE, ILL;, WAS LIVING AT
HOME AT THIS Tlﬁz, A ND THEY‘WOULD BE ABLE To CONFIRM THIS ALSO.
"MR. WILSON CONC LUDED BY STATING HIS BROTHER WOULD WNOT BE ABLE

H¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 203



TO COMMIT A CRIME OF VIOLENCE INASMUCH AS HE ONLY WANTED TO
GET SOMETHING TO DRINK AND GET DRUNK,

) . PAGE THREE  BH 44-L740 UNCLAS E F T 0
BT

rsC OwWE TEL JN CLR TO U
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BHO363 2312218
PP HQ HE JHf

DE BT

P 182218Z AUG 78

| Fi1 BIRIINGHAN (44~1748) )

TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) (PRIORITY)
MEMPHIS (44~1987 SUB 1) (PRIORITY)
JACKSON (G2~544) (PRIORITY)
ET
UNCLAS EF T O |
ATTY CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRLES UNIT, ROOH! €988 JEH.
HURKIH.

RE MENPHIS TELETYPE T0 DIRECTOR AKD OTHER OFFICES,
AUG. 19, 1978, .

O# AUG. 19, 1978, MR. ALLISON T. WIL30N, P. 0. BOX 23,
(HIGHUAY 17 SOUTH), REFOKH, ALA., ADVISED THAT BURGESS AUDIE
YILSON IS HIS BROTHER AND HAS FOR HALY YEARS BEEH AN ALCOHOLIG
AUD IS A COWFIRMED LIAR AND THINKS OF HIMSELF AS A RETIRED
COLONEL AND POSES AS A VIET UAW VETERAR WHEN HE IS DRUNK. HE .
STATED THAT HIS BROTHER HAS OFTEN CONFESSED To VARIOUS CRIMES
I¥ ORDER TO BE LOCKED UP SO HE WILL BE ADLE TO GET SOBER. iR. -
WILS0 - STATED HE CAll THIMNX OF ONLY OLE SPECIFIC TIUE T HAT HIS

P
FEu.JACL“‘ AR
anp— -

g e ———

|

FHIG 0 1978 \
t

t
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PAéE TUO BH 44~1748 UlCLAS EF T 0
BROTHER CONFESSED T0 A CRIME AND U&S LOCKEﬁ UpP- 1. NEY BROUNSVILLE,
TEXAS., HE COULD MOT RECALL THE DATE OR THE SPECIFIC CRIME,

fiRe VILSOU STATED THAT THE FAMILY HAD RECENTLY SOLD HIS

FATHER'S HOUME AID HIS BROTHER UWAS SENT EIS SHARE WHICH ¥as
7'32,&75. HE FEELS THAT HIS BROTHER AT THE PRESERNT TIME IS OF A

"IpOI". MR. WILSON STATED THAT HIS BR@&HER HAD RECENTLY CALLED

THEIR SISTER, MRS. LYDA lC GARA, COLUMBUS, MISS., AID TOLD HER

THAT HE, ALLISCHN T. WILSOH, HADlHAD A HEART ATTACK AFD VAS ALMOST

DEAD. MR, WILSON STATED THAT HE RECALLé 0f: ONE ocCASION, HIS

BROTHER CALLED HIM AUD TOLD HIUW THAT’HE HAD BEEN ELECTED MAYOR

OF GRAIDVIZY, FD., ALD HE KKOUS THAT’HIS BROTHER WAS LIVIEG AT

GRAUWDVIEW, 110, AWD OPERATILG A JEWELRY STORE OW APRIL 4, 1968.

HE STATED AT THIS TIHME HIS BROTHER VA8 MARRIED TO BETITY UADE,

UHO PRESENILY RESIDES 233 SMITH STREET, BURLESOYN, TEKAS.

HE STATED THAT HIS BROTHER®S S0, STEVE WILSON, 117 LIVIIGSTOH,
Fi. WORTH, TEXAS, AND HIS DAUGHTER, ¥RS. CHARLES (DEBBIE) JOUES,
2ée8 UEWBURG ROAD, TRAILER 186, BELVIDERE, ILL., UAS LIVING AT
HOME AT THIS TIHE, AND THEY WOULD BE ABLE T0 COUFIRN THIS ALSO.
tR. YILSON CONG'LUDED BY STATING HIS BEOTHER GOULD 20T BE ABLE
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T0 COIAIT A CRLHE OF VIOLENCE IUASHUGH AS HE OKLY WANTED TO
GET gﬁmmz:ié TO DRINK AMD GET DRUNK,

BT,

'
|
'

REC ONE TEL JlI CLR TO U

HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 207




MEQW2 23215507 16297

‘00 "H@ DL JN

DE ME | ' ~

0 2015337 AG 78 |

Ri  MENPHIS (44-1587 SUB ) ¢ | | -

T0  DIRECTOR (44-38861> IMHEDIATE ' |
DALLAS - IWMEDATE

JACKSOW  IMHEDATE

BT

UNCLAS E F T O

ATTH CONGRESSIONAL IWQUIREIES UNIT; ROOM 8988 JEQ.

MUR KI iV, |

RE DALLAS TEL TO BU 8-19-78. |

CHIACAGO TEL TO BU 8-28-78, HO COPY. TO DALLAS.

FOR INFORMATIOw DALLAS, OW §-19-78 DEBRA ANN JONES, BELVIDERE,'
ILLINOIS, DAUGHTER OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ADVISED WILSON FAMILY
RESIDED KANSAS CITY, MISSOUKI FROM 1964 TO SEPTEMBER, 1968, IN
1968 HER FATHER GAVE HER 1565 WHITE MUSTANG AS GRADUATION PRESENT.
SHE NEVER DRIVOVE THIS VEHICLE ' To MEMPHIS, TEWN. SHE AN HER
MOTHER, BETTY LOU WADE VISITED HER MATERNAL GRANDFATHER, VER MO N
HOOTEW, WHO WAS IN HOSPITAL AT MEHMPHIS, AT TIME OF THE KIiG MURDER .
THEY USED COMMERCIAL AIRLINE FOR ROUNDTR .IP lRPNsPO?ThTION . DURIiG
TIHE THEY WERE [N WEWPHIS AREA BETTY WADE TELEPHONICALLY G mlACT_D HER

| \ ‘ | ~SYY-00"
'HUSBA‘\)D, BURGESS WILSON.TWO TIMES IN KANSAS CITY UHLRE HE ?EHAINED

| —1

\ | ‘ "'f ™ ,‘ ) ;.Ln— ).
‘ ‘ ' ais];‘f Z;O‘&‘l V) z ‘
| | puencmB ‘%-
\ ax—JACK'\.)v-\

' _ ' _ S 1’
i P M ,.,-,‘._ e
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PAGE THO  ME -44 | |
WITH HER THO BROTHERS, STEVEN AND MARK WILSOWN,

BURGESS WILSON WHO WAS IWNTOXICATED, TELEPHONED DEBRA JONES O
EVENING OF §-17-78 AND TOLD HER FBI wAS GOIWNG To PUT HIH ¥ JAIL
FOR THE HURDER OF KING AND THAT FBI HAD GIVEN KIM A POLYGRAPH TEST,
HE TOLD HER SHE WOULD BE CONTACTED BY THE FBI AMD TOLD HER TO SAy
NOTHIiG . | |

RS, OPAL HOOTEH, HOTHER OF BETTY LOU WADE, CORTACTED.
§-20-78 AdD UNABLE TG RECALL VISIT OF BQTH DEITY LOU WADE A DEBRA
JONZS 01 OCCASIONS HER HUSBAND VERNON HOOTEW SUFFERED ‘HEART ATTACKS,
BUT ‘RECALLS BETTY LOU WADE VISITING OW OCCASIONS WHEN BOTH SHE AHE
MR. HOOTEN WEKE ILL. SHE- Y43 URABLE T0 FURNLSH SPECIFLC DATES
" BUT WILL CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS ARD ATTEMP T ESTABLISH
SPECIFIC DATES OF MR. HOOTEN'S ILLNESSES. |

DALLAS WILL REC ONTACT BETTY. LOU WADE REGARDING VISIT TO MEMPHIS

NOTED ASOVE AND ATTEMPT To CLARIFY IKFORMATION SHE PREVIOUSLY
FURNISHEL REGARDING LACK OF OWNERSHIP OR ACCESS TO WHITE MUSTANG
VEHICLE BY WILSON. ~ INTERVIEW STEVEN AND MARK,ANTHONY WILSON FOR
FULL BACKGROUND INFORMATIOHN AND VERACITY OF BURGESS WILSON'S
ALLEGATIONS THT HE KILLED DR o #ARTIN LUTHER KLiG. DETERMI NE

- HIS WHErhABOst DURING CRITICAL PtRIGD OF 4-4:-68 AND UHETHER
WILSON Has HlSTOHY OF PSYCHIATRIC PROBLEMS.. ATTEWPT TO VERIFY
INFORMATIOW hURNISHED BY DEBKAJ JONES.

e HANDLE IMMEDIATELY AND ADVISE FBIHG, MEMPHIS AID JACKSON.

BT. o o o |

232 16452 Ji |
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00 HQ DL Ji

DE {IE

0 2015337 b6 75

Fi  (IEGPHIS  (44-1987 SUB i )

T0  DIKECTOR (44-3%561) IMMEDIATE
DALLAS IMHEDATE

JACKSOU  IMIEDATE

BT

UKCLAS EF T 0

ATTi! CONGRESSIONAL IMQUIREIES UWIT, R0OH 5988 JEH,

LR KI i,

RE DALLAS TEL TO BU 8=19-T7%.

CHIACAGO TEL TO BU 8-20-78, LD COPY TO DALLAS.

FOR IUFORMATIO!N DALLAS, OU §~19-78 DEBRA AHN JONES, BELVIDERE,
ILLINGIS, DAUGHTER OF BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ADVISED UILSON FAMILY
LESIDED KANSAS CITY, HISSOURI FROH 1964 T0 SEPTEMBER, 1968, I
1968 HER FATHER GAVE HER 1965 WHITE WUSTA!S AS GRADUATION PRESENT,
SHE NEVER DRIVOVE THIS VEHICLE T0 WE4PHIS, TERN, SHE AlD HER
HOTHER, BETTY LOU UADE VISITED HER HATERUAL GRAKDFATHER, VER O
HOOTEl, WHO UAS Il HOSPITAL AT MEMPHIS, AT TIHME OF THE KIS HMURDER. .
THEY USED COMHERCIAL AIRLINE FOR ROULDTR IP TRAUSPORTATION, . DURING
TIME THEY WERE IN HEKPHIS AWEA BETTY UADE TELEPHORICALLY CONTACTED HER

HUSBAID, BURGESS WiLsoll TU0 TIHES IN KALSAS CITY WHERE HE RENAILNED
L21-SYy-So

9, o) %

i
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YITH HER TUO BROTHERS, STEVEN ALD MARK WILSON.

BURGESS WILSOMN UHO WAS INTOXICATED, TELEPHOMNED DEBRA JONES Of
EVENING OF 8-17-78 AUD TOLD HER FBI WAS GOILS TO PUT HIH IN JAIL
FOR THE HURDER OF KING AND THAT FBI HAD GIVEE HIM A POLYGRAPH TEST.
HE TOLD ﬁgR SHE WOULD BE CONTACTED BY THE FBI A!D TOLD HER TO SAY
HOTHIMG . '

lRS. OPAL HOOTEN, HOTHER OF BETTY LOU UADE, 0O NTACTED
§-20-78 AUD UNABLE TO RECALL VISIT OF BOTH BETTY LOU VADE A DEBRA
JOUES O OCCASIONS HER HUSBAED VERNON HOOTEX SUFFERED HEART ATTACKS,
BUT RECALLS BETTY LOU WADE VISITIEG ON OCCASIONS WHEN BOTH SHE AHE
YR. KOOTEN VERE ILL. SHE UAS UNABLE T0 FURNISH SPECIFIC DATES
BUT WILL CHECK FAMILY MEDICAL RECORDS AMD ATTE(P TO ESTABLISH
SPECIFIC DATES OF UR. HOOTER'S ILLNESSES,

" DALLAS VILL REC OHTACT BETTY LOU VADE RESARDING VISIT TO WMEMPHIS
NOTED ABOVE AND ATTEMPT TO CLARIFY INFORMATION SHE PREVIOUSLY
FURWISHED REGARDING LACK OF OVLERSHIP OR ACCESS TO UHITE HUSTALG

*VEHICLE BY WILSOll.  IKTERVIEY STEVEN AND MARK ANTHONY UILSOU FOR
FULL BACKGROUWD INFORMATION AND VERACITY OF BURGESS WILSOW'S
ALLEGATIONS THT HE KILLED DR . HARTIN LUTHER KING. 'DETERMINE
HIS UHEREABOUTS DURIXG CRITICAL PERIOD OF 4-4~63 AKD UHETHER
WILSON HAS MISTORY OF PSYCHIATRIC PLOBLEMS, ATTEHPT TO VERIFY
TKFORMATION FURNISHED BY DEBRAJ JODES.

HAUDLE IHMMEDIATELY AGD ADVISE FBIHR, MEHUPHIS AlD JACKSOY.
3T, .

232 16357 Ji |
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FD-302 (Rov. 11-27-70)

FEDL.;{AL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

®

Date of transcription A%uSt 21, 1978

CARL D. FORTNA, Route 6, Box 387, Ocean Springs,
Mississippi, telephone number 875~ 0220, was advised of the
1dent1ty of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the
interview. FORINA, a white male, born June 2, 1932, in
Great Bend, Kansas, advised that he completed the LenLh
grade of hlgh school, and he could read and write.

' FORTNA stated that he met BILL WILSON in Belton,
Missouri, in 1966 or 1967. FORTNA was in the Air Force at
this time stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base in
Belton, Missouri. FORTNA stated that WILSON and WILSON's
wife owned a jewelry store in Belton, Missouri, and that ~
WILSON was a member of the 442nd Air Force Reserve Unit
stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base. FORTNA stated
he knew WILSON through their association in the VFW in Belton,
Missouri. FORTNA stated that he, FORTNA, retired from the Air
Force in 1969 and did not see WILSON again except for omne
brief moment in 1972 until approximately two months ago.
WILSON came to Ocean Springs, Mississippi, from Lafayette,
Louisiana, about two months .ago and lived in the Twin Pines

- Motel on-Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. On July 23,
1978, WILSON moved 1nto a house owned by FORTVA located next
door to FORTNA's present residence.

At approximately 4:15 PM on August 18, 1978, WILSON
asked FORTNA to come into WILSON's house, that he had something
very important to tell him. WILSON told FORTNA, "I killed that
black son-of-a-bitch." FORTNA asked WILSON who he was talking
about, and WILSON replied MARTIN LUTHER KING. FORTNA stated
that he told WILSON he did not believe him, and WILSON sald
"I am telling you the truth. I actually kllled him. I've
been living with it for ten years, and I can't take it anymore."
WILSON told FORTNA that MARTIN LUTHER KING was responsible for
WILSON's father's death. WILSON did not elaborate further on
this, WILSON told FORTNA that this killing was "engineered"
by 10U CRUZ (phonetic). FORTNA stated that he knows LOU CRUZ
and that LOU CRUZ owned or still owns Lou Cruz Jewelry, 1505
Main Street, Grandview, Missouri. WILSON told FORTNA that he

. drove to the State Line Airport in Kansas City, Missouri,
driving a new Ford Thunderbird. WILSON told FORTNA that CRUZ

laterviewed on ___8/19/78 ,Ocean Springs, Mississippigs# _Jackson 62-544

by SA BARRY H. CARPENTER/mae Date dictoted _ 8/19/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Tt is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/DOJ
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also owned an identical Ford Thunderbird. WILSON left his
Thunderbird at the airport ahd flew to Memphls, Tennessee.
CRUZ came to the airport and picked up WILSON's Thunderbird
and took it from the airport' so it would not be mnoticed.

When WILSON arrived in Memphis, he borrowed a white Ford
Mustang that he had purchased for his daughter, DEBORAH.
DEBORAH had driven from Kansas City to Memphis in the Mustang.
WILSON told FORTNA that he went to the motel where MARTIN
LUTHER KING was staying and that he used a Japanese sniper
rifle and shot KING holding the rifle on his hip. He stated
that this rifle is now in the possession of WILSON's son,
STEVE. WILSON told FORTNA that he was driving away from the
scene in the Mustang, and he was stopped by the Memphis police,
but he talked himself out of a ticket, and the car was not
searched. He stated that the rifle was in the trunk of the
car at this time. WILSON told FORTNA that he then flew his
airplane back to Kansas City, and CRUZ plcked him up at the
airport and took him home.

FORTNA stated that when WILSON told him the above
information, he, FORTNA, believed that WILSON thought he was
telling the truth and that he swore on his mother's grave in
front of a priest that it was the truth. FORTNA stated that
WILSON had never mentioned this subject prior to this instance.
FORTNA stated that WILSON has been drinking heavily for the
past two months and has lied to him several times in the past
two months. WILSON, on occasion, would tell FORTNA' that he
had been married three or four times since divorcing his first
wife and then come back at a later date and say that he had
not been married after divorcing his first wife.

FORTNA stated that WILSON is an excellent pilot,
that he, FORTNA, has flown with WILSON through bad weather,
and WILSON had no problems flying the aircraft.
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Memorandum

. SAC, JACKSONW (62~-5ll) pate: 98/18/78

.5A K. P, WHITE-SPUN"ER JR.

SENATE SELECT COMI"ITTET O ASSES”INATIONS;
ASCAGTINATION OF DR, MARTIN

LUTHFR KING

INFO CONCERNING

On 8/18/78 at 8: 13 am the vriter was tele@honlcally
v Jackson Of “ice (ASAC MURRAY) that ¢ne WILLIAM

D, GLAYTEN, Rt. 1 Box 205 H-3, Ocean_Springs,. MisS, (Tel #

T5-3418), had te telppbonlcally contacted the Jacksorn Orfice

at 1€15 am this date advising he had information congerning
captioned matter, According to GLADDEN, one BILL WIZSON, who
works for GLADDEN as a watch repairman, had WeT Wi Hﬁﬁim
last night and had given him lengthy details of hbw he (WILSON)
and not JAMES EARL RAY, had killed DR. MARTIN LUTHTR KING.

The writer was instructed to make immediate arrangements
to thoroughly interview GLADNEN,

The writer telephoned GLADDEN at his residence and arranged
to meet with GLADNEN there. GLADDEN advised he is employed as
Manager of the Social Security Office in Gulfport, Miss. (tel #
896—3221), but lives in the Gulf Park Estates area of Ocean
Springs. His house is the 1lst house on the left on Meadowlark
Dr, which is thcsecond street to the right after passing the
golf course in Gulf Park Estates,

The writer and SA ROYCE D. HIGHNIGHT were enroute to GLADDEN'S
residence when instructions were received from Gulfport SRA BEN
GRAVES to -discontinue.

Telephonic inquiry of SRA GRAVES determined FBI HQS had
instructed that no action be taken regarding the foregoing.
GLADDEN was then telephonlcally advised the FBI apparently
was aware of information in WILSON'S possession mnd that no ///////
interview of GLADDEN tould be conducted, /
b2-S4Y-S3

GLADDEN related he and his wife own a gift shop, Seasons &
Reasons Gift Shop, Hwy 90, Ocean Springs, Miss. (tel “875-2531),
This shop is located near the Keesler AFB Federal Credit Union and
City Lurmber Co. On 7/26/78, BILL WILSON came to the store:saylng he
was a watch repairman, GLADDEN had never met WILSON be‘ore-
employed him and for a short time, WILSON llved in. ﬁ2~’ba

AUG 21 1878

Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan ‘_W
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store. (WILSON now lives somewhere in Ocean Springs but GLADDEN
did not have his adiress at time of this conversation with the
writer).

GIADDEN advised he became aware WILSON apparently has a
drinking problem. At 11:45 pm 8/17/78, WILSON telephoned GLADDEN
at home insisting he had urgent business to discuss with both
GLADDEN and his wife., "ILSON ,nsisted he meet with the GLADDENS
immediately so they met at the sift shopab 12:15 am this date and
conversed for the next 1% hours, WILSON did not appear or act
like he was under the influence of alcohol. The GLADDEN'S 18 year
0ld son was also present,

According to GLADDEN, WILSON furnished them details of how
he (WILSON) had killed DR. KING rather than JAMES EARL RAY,
GLADDEN stated he feels orr ather felt at the time, VILSON was
truthful in what he was telling them and that is why he promptly
contacted the FBI in Jackson.

No further details were asked of GLADDEN by thew riter and
he was advised he would be recontacted in the event further
information was required,

GLADDEN advised he will probably terminate WILSON'S employment
as a result of this matter.,

Per instructions of ASAC MURRAY, no further action being
taken,
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00 HQ DL ME JN

DE HO

0 211555Z AUG 78

FM HOUSTON (44-1589) @®UC)

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE

, DALLAS IMMEDIATE
MEMPHIS (44-1987) (SUB M) IMMEDIATE

JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE

BT

UNCLAS

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT, ROOM 8988, EJH,
MURKIN; 00 : MEMPHIS.

RE JACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGUST 19, 19783
'HOUSTON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGUST 28, 1578.

ON AUGUST 21, 1978, THE FOLLOWING PERSONS AT THEIR
RESPECTIVE AGENCIES WERE CONTACTED WITH NEGATIVE RESULTS
CONCERNING THE ISSUANCE OF A NON-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT OR ANY
TYPE OF CIVIL OR CRIMINAL PROCESS CONCERNING A BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, JR.:

i

SEARCHED
smmuzwjltﬁlzginjt
AUGES1 1873

FBFJACKSON

P/

|
|
|
I
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PAGE TWO HO 44-1589 UNCLAS
1. GLENN JONES, CITY JUDGE, CLEVELAND , TEXAS;
2, LOUIS HOUGH, SECRETARY FOR JACK HARTELL,
COUNTY ATTORNEY, LIBERTY COUNTY, TEXAS;
3. LOUISE MORRIS, CLERK, LIBERTY COUNTY DISTRICT

COURT , LIBERTY COUNTY, TEXAS;

4, MNELL WHITTINGTON, IDENTIFICATION DIVISION,
LIBERTY COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, LIBERTY, TEXAS.

FOR INFORMATION, THE SUBJECT MAY HAVE BEEN REFERRING TO
CLEBURNE, TEXAS, RATHER THAN CLEVELAND , TEXAS, INASMUCH AS
CLEBURNE IS RELATIVELY CLOSE TO DALLAS WHERE SUBJECT WAS
ARRESTED ON THE NON-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT.

LEADS, DALLAS AT CLEBURNE, TEXAS. WILL COVER LEAD AS SET
OUT FOR HOUSTON AT -CLEVELAND , TEXAS, IN-ABOVE REFERENCED

ACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR, AUGUST 19, 1978.
: BT
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HOO gg2 233180¢Z
80 Ko DL HE JN
DE HO
0 2115552 AU 78
Fil  HOUSTON (44~1589) RUC)
TO DIRECTOR (44~-33861) IMMEDIATE
DALLAS LWiED IATE
MEMPHIS (44~1987) (SUB (1) IMHMED IATE
JACKSOU ¢62~544) - IMMEDIATE
BT i &
UlicLAS
ATTENTION: COYSRESSIONAL INQUIRIES uwr ROON 8938, EJH.
HURKIW3 003 WEMPHIS.

RE JACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR , AUGUST 19, 1978;
HOUSTON TELETYPE TO D IRECTOR » AUGUST RO, 1978,

Oli AUSUST 21, 1978, THE FOLLOYING PERSONS AT THEIR
RESPECTIVE AGENCIES WERE CONTACTED VITH HEGATIVE RESULTS
CONGERNING THE ISSUANCE OF A NON-CHILD SUPPORT UARRANT OR ANY

TYPE OF CIVIL OR CRIMINAL PROCESS CONCERNILG A BURGESS

AUDIE WILSON, JRa3 / 9
o ~§ égivg(/

SEARCHED

INDEXED
SERIALIZED LED ‘Zh:

f
f AU3 21 1973
{
L

EBI-JACKSON

74
%
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PAGE THO HO 44-1589 UNCLAS

l. GLENN JONES, CITY JUDGE, CLEVELALD , TEXAS;

2. LOUIS HOUGH, SECRETARY FOR JACK HARTELL ,

COUNTY ATTORKEY, LIBERTY COUNTY, TEXAS;

3. LOUIST MORRIS, CLERK, LIBERTY COUBTY DISTRICT
COURT , LIBERTY COUNTY, TEXASS / | |

4. UELL YHITTINGTON, IDENTIFICATION DIVISION,

LIBERTY COUNTY SHERIFF°S OFFICE , /IBERTY, TEXAS.

FOR INFORFMATION, THE SUBJEGT {IAY MAVE BEEN REFERRILG TO
CLEBURNE , TEXAS, RATHER THAN CLEVELALD', TEXAS, IHASHUCH AS
CLEBURNE IS RELATIVELY CLOSE 70 DALLHS UHERE SUBJECT UAS
ARRESTED Ol THE NON-CHILD SUPPORT UARRANT .

LEADS, DALLAS AT CLEBURNE, ramsg!’; WILL GOVER LEAD AS SET
OUT FOR HOUSTON AT CLEVELAID , TEXAS{ IN ABOVE REFERENCED
ACKSON TELETYPE TO DIRECTOR , AUSUST. 1S, 1978,

BT ¥ |

-
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DLO895 2332155Z
00 HQ ME JW
DE DL
0 21 218% AU 178
FM DALLAS (44-264%) ®RUC)
TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE
MEMPHIS (44-1987) (SUB M) IMMEDIATE
JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE
BT
UNCLAS
ATTENTION : CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT , ROOM 8988, JEH.
MURKIN; 00 ¢ MEMPHIS.,
RE MEMPHIS TELCALL TO DALLAS, AUGUST 21, 1978,
BY REFERENCE , MEMPHIS REQUESTED STEPHEN WAYNE WILSOWN
BE RECONTACTED RE HIS KNOWLEDGE OF JAPANESE SNIPER
RIFLE WHICH HIS FATHER , BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, ALLEGED TO
HAVE OBTAINED FROM A MITCH, NO DATE INDICATED.
STEPHEN WAYNE WILSON, 3117 LIVINGSTON, FORT WORTH,
TEXAS, CONTACTED ON AUGUST 21, 1978, AND ADVISED.AS
FOLLOUS s

THE WILSONS WERE CLOSELY-KNIT FAMILY IAND WERE, VERY
! | ’ LY e gYN=SS

SEARCHED . INDEX |
seamuzamﬂwm:.

FBI-JACKSON

(e
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UNCLAS DL 44-2645 PAGE TWO

CONSCIOUS OF EACH OTHER'S ACTIVITIES. HE IS POSITIVE
HIS FATHER OBTAINED THE JAPANESE RIFLE FROM AN UNKNOWN
SOURCE AFTER HE WAS IN THE MILITARY SERVICE , WHICH WQULD
HAVE BEEN AFTER 1976. RECALLED HIS DAD SHOWING IT T0
HIM WHEN HE CAME HOME ON MILITARY LEAVE. STEVEN NEVER
FIRED THE WEAPON BECAUSE HE WAS AFRAID THAT IT WOULD NOT
FUNCTION PROPERLY, AND SECONDLY, BECAUSE THEY NEVER HAD
ANY AMMUNITION FOR THE RIFLE, HE PERSONALLY NEVER KNEW
OF HIS DAD USING THE |WEAPON. HIS DWAD HAD THE STOCK OF
THE WEAPON WORKED ON BY A FRIEND WHO WAS A FURNITURE
REFINISHER IN CANYON LAKE, TEXAS, BUT THAT WAS THE

ONLY WORK EVER DONE ON THE RIFLE., THE GUN WAS OF JAPANESE
MANUFACTURER , AS IT HAD JAPANESE PRINTING ON ITS VARIOUS
PARTS,

WILSON'S DAD GAVE THE GUN TO HIM WHILE HE WAS IN THE
SERVICE, AND HE HOCKED THE RIFLE AT A PAWN SHOP IN SAN
ANTONIO SOMETIME IN THE EARLY 1978*S, DATE UNRECALLED,

HE HAS NO RECEIPT OR BILL OF LADING FOR THE RIFLE.

MARK WILSON, 514 SOUTHEAST GARDENS , BURLESON, TEXAS,

CONTACTED AUGUST 21, 1978, AND ADVISED THE FOLLOWING 3
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UNCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE THREE

HE PERSONALLY HAS NO KNOWLEDGE OF HIS FATHER*S
WEAPONS, AS HE HAS NO INTEREST IN THEM. HIS DAD WAS
DEFINITELY AT HOME IN GRANDVIEW, TEXAS, TAKING CARE OF
HIMSELF AND HIS BROTHER AT THE TIME DR. KING WAS KILLED
IN MEMPHIS., HIS DAD FLEW HIS PLANE , A BONANZA BEECH-
CRAFT , USUALLY ON WEEKENDS, FROM A SMALL AIRFIELD HEAR
TOyN, HE BELIEVED HIS DAD OWNED THE PLANE, HOWEVER,

HE IS NOT POSITIVE., WILSON STATED HIS DAD WAS NOT AWAY
FROM THE HOUSE ON THE DAY DR. KING WAS KILLED , AS HE
WAS TAKING CARE OF HIS BROTHER AND HIMSELF AT THE TIME,
WHILE HIS MOTHER AND SISTER FLEW TO MEMPHIS TO SEE THEIR
GRANDPARENTS,

MRS. BETTY LOU WADE, 233 SMITH ROAD, BURLESON
TEXAS , RECONTACTED ON AUGUST 21, 1978, AND ADVISED THAT
SHE HAD NO RECOLLECTION OF HER FORMER HUSBAND HAVING
A JAPANESE RIFLE. SHE STATED SHE SEPARATED FROM BURGESS
WILSON IN 1974, WHICH WOULD MEAN HE MOST PROBABLY
OBTAINED THE RIFLE AFTER THAT PERIOD. SHE IS SURE SHE
YOULD HAVE BEEN AWARE OF THE GUN, IF HE HAD BOUGHT IT
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UNCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE FOUR
WHILE THEY WERE LIVING TOGETHER.,

ADMINISTRATIVE

DALLAS IS5 NOT COVERING LEAD AT CLEBURNE, TEXAS,
REGARDING NON=-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT FOR WILSON, AS IT
HAS NO BEARING ON PERTINENT FACTS OF CASE, UACB.
BT

223 1 23064 JN i
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DLOZ9S 23321552
00 Hy HE J%
DE DL
0 21 210% AUZ 78
Fil DALLAS. (44-2649) @UC)
TO DIRECTOR (44~33€G1) LHMEDIATE \
GENPHIS ¢44~-19867) (SUB i) TMHEDIATE
JACKSON (62-544) LIMED IATE
RT
UHCLAS
ATTENTION: COLGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT , ROON £988, JEH.
MURKIl 00 : HEMPHIS. '

RE HEHPHIS TELCALL TO DALLAS, AUSUST 21, 1973,

BY REFERENCE , MEWFHIS REQUESTED STEPHEN WAYUE YILSOR
BEI RECONTACTED RE HIS KUOULEDGE OF JAPANESE SUIPER
RIFLE WHICH HIS FATHER , BURGESS AUDIE YILSON, ALLEGED 1O
HAVE OBTAINED FROM A MITCH, MO DATE IDICATED .

STEPHEN UAYNE WILSON, 3117 LIVINGSTOW, FORT WORTH,
EXAS, CONTACTED Ol AUGUST 21, 1978, AlD ADVISED AS
FGLLOYS ' |

A

THE " ILSONS UYERE CLOSELY-KNIT FAMILY, AlD ULDRE VLRY

62~ 544~s5
e e
fG e 91

FBI~JACKSON

| 27

i t—————
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UNCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE TUO

CONSCIOUS OF EACH OTHER'S ACTIVITIES, KE IS POSITIVE
HIS FATHER OBTAINED THE JAPANESE RIFLE FROH Al UNKLOUN
SOURCE AFTER HE YAS Il THE #ILITARY SERVICE, WHICH GOULD
HAVE BEEN AFTER 1976« RECALLED HIS DAD SHOUINE IT TO
HI1 YHEN HE CAME KOHE Ol #ILITARY LEAVE. STEVEN LEVER
FIRED THE YEAPO! BECAUSE HE YAS AFRAID THAT IT YOULD HOT
'FURCTION PROPERLY, ALD SECOUDLY , BECAUSE THEY HEVER HAD
AGY AMHUGITION FOR THE RIFLE. HE PZRSONALLY NEVER KNEW
OF HIS DAD USING THE YEAPON. KIS DAD.MAD THE STQCK OF
THE YEAPOU WORKED O BY A FRIEND UHO YAS A FURLITURE
REFINISHER IN CANYOH LAKE , TEXAS, BUT THAT WAS THE

ONLY YORK EVER DOUE ON THE RIFLE, THE GUN UAS OF JAPANESE
HANUFACTURER , AS IT HAD JAPANESE PRINTING ON ITS VARIOUS
PARTS . ‘

HILSON'S DAD GAVE THE GUN TO HIM WHILE HE WAS IN THE
SERVICE, AD HE HOGKED THE RIFLE AT A PAUU SHOP IN SAN
ANTONIO SOMETIME IN THZ EARLY 1970'S, DATE UNRECALLED .

HZ HAS HO RECEIPT OR BILL OF LADING FOR THE RIFLE,

HMARK YILSON, 514 SOUTHEAST GARDENS, BURLESON, TEXAS,

COLTACTED AUGUST 21, 1978, AID ADVISED THZ FOLLOYING 3
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UNCLAS DL 44-2649 PAGE THREE

HE PERSOMALLY HAS 10 KNOYLEDGE OF HIS FATHER 'S
YEAPONS, AS HE HAS MO INTEREST Ili THEM. HIS DAD VAS
DEFINITELY AT HOME Il GRANDVIEY, TEXAS, TAKIKG CARE OF
HIMSELF ALD HIS BROTHER AT THE TIHE DR. KIKG ¥AS KILLED
IN MEMPHIS., HIS DAD FLEY HIS FLANE, A BONANZA BEECH-
CRAFT , USUALLY Ol YEEKEIDS, FROU A S1ALL AIRFIELD NEAR
TGyl, HE BELIEVED HIS DAD OYNED THE PLANE , KOUEVER,

HE IS KOT POSITIVE, WILSON STATED HIS DAD UAS HOT AUAY
FROI THE HOUSE Ol THE DAY DR, KING UAS KILLED , AS HE
YAS TAKING CARE OF HIS BROTHER AND HIMSELF AT.THE TILHE,
YHILE HIS HMOTHER AND SISTER FLEY TO MEMPHIS TO SEE THEIR
GRAIDPARENTS,

RS« BETTY LOU UADE, 233 SMITH ROAD , BURLESOI,
TEXAS, RECONTACIED ON AUGUST 21, 1972, AlD ADVISED THAT
SHE HAD KO RECOLLECTION OF HER FORUER HUSBALD HAVING
A JAPANESE RIFLE. SHE STATED SHE SEPARATED FROU BURGESS
YILSOL IN 1974, WHICH QopLD MEAN KE {OST PROSABLY
OBTAINED THE RIFLE AFTER THAT PERIOD. SHE IS SURE SHE
UOULD HAVE BEEU AWARE OF THE QUH, IF KE HAD BOUSHT IT
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VHILE THEY UERE LIVING TOGETHER.

ADMINISTRATIVE

DALLAS IS IOT COVERING LEAD AT CLEBURUE, TEXAS,
REGARDING NON~-CHILD SUPPORT WARRANT FOR WILSGH, AS IT
HAS NO BEARING OU PERTINENT FACTS OF Cé?E,'UACB,
BT

223 | 2304 JN 1
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SAO 189 233223
II HQ ME JN
DE SA
I 20223 AUG 78
Fif SAN ANTONIO (44~1242) (P)
TO DIRECTOR (44-38861) IMMEDIATE
MEMPHIS (44-1987, SUB M.) IMMEDIATE
JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE
BT
UNCLAS E F T O
ATTENTION : CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT , ROOM 8988, JEH BUILDING ,
MURKIN . |
RE ME TEL TO BUREAU, ET AL, AUGUST 18, 1578, AND SA TEL TO
BUREAU, AUGUST 18, 1578, REGARDING INCARCERATION OF BURGESS
AUDIE WILSON, JR., IN BEXAR COUNTY JAIL, JUNE 19, 1972, TO

JUNE 34, 1972, ON CONTEMPT OF COURT, STATE DISTRICT COURT 59,
- (CASE NUMBER F248084),
ON AUGUST 21, 1978, REVIEW OF COURT RECORDS, BEXAR COUNTY
S?IH DISTRICT COURT , SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, REVEALED WILSON
INCARCERATED FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT GROWING OUT OF CIVIL SUIT
~  ENTITLED ALLISON - KAUFMANN COMPANY, A CALIFORNIA CORPORATION
VS, NORTH STAR DIAMOND CORPORATION (CASE NUMBER F248-984) OF

- 62-5%4¢-5¢6
- O O\

.
SR

57

S




PAGE TWO (SA 44-1242) UNCLAS EFT O

WHICH WILSON WAS LISTED AS OWNER. THIS CIVIL SUIT INVOLVED
FRAUD CASE AND WILSON INCARCERATED FOLLOWING HIS REFUSAL TO
FURNISH THE COURT AN INVENTORY OF MERCHANDISE IN HIS POSSESSION
BELONGING TO ALLISON - KAUFMANN COMPANY, THIS IHNCARCERATION
DID NOT INVOLVE ANY ACTION GROWING OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT AND

;a IDENTITY OF CHILDREN NOT SET FORTH IN COURT RECORDS.,

BT
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DE SA

I 2n223(Z AUS 78

Fil SAl ANTONIO (44-1242) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-3€361) LMIEDIATE
HEAPHIS (44~1907, SUB i.) IGWEDIATE
JACKSON (63~544) LiiED IATE

BT

UNGLAS E F T O

ATTENTION + COLGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT , ROOH £9%8, JEH BUILDILG .
WURKIN,

RE WE TEL TO BUREAU, ET AL, AUGUST 18, 1978, AID SA TEL TO
BUREAU, AUGUST 18, 1978, REGARDING INCARCERATION OF BURGESS
AUDIT WILSON, JR., IN BEXAR COUNTY JAIL , JUNE 19, 1972, TO
JULE 36, 1972, ON CONTEHPT OF COURT, STATE DISTRICT COURT 59,
©ASE NUIBER F248004) . | | |
O AUAUST 21, 1978, REVIEY OF COURT RECORDS, BEXAR COUNTY
57 H DISTRICT COUKT , SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, REVEALED UILSON
INGARCERATED FOR COUTEMPT OF COURT GROWING OUT OF CIVIL SUIT
EGTITLED ALLISON - KAUFHANH COHPANY, A CALIFORNIA GORPORATION
VS, HORTH STAR DIAHUOND CORPORATION (CASE WUMBER F248~024) OF

62 ~SYY-St
N]7/8 OW,__"_{,

g 3




PAQE THO (SA 44~-1242) UNCLAS EFTO )

YHICH YILSON WAS LISTED AS OUNER. THIS CIVIL SUIT INVOLVED
FRAUD CASE AND WILSON INGARCERATED FOLLOUING HIS REFUSAL TO
FURNISH THE COURY Al INVENTORY OF HMERCHALDISE .IN HIS POSSESSION
BELONGIVG TO ALLISON - XAUFMANY COMPANY. THIS INCARCERATION
DID NOT INVOLVE aNY ACTION GROVILE OUT OF CHILD SUPPORT AND

IDENTITY OF CHILDREN NOT SET FORTH IN COURT ﬁECOBDS.
BT
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/21/78

Photographs and major case fingerprints were taken of
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., also known as "BILL" at the Ocean
Springs, Mississippi, City Jail.

Interviewed on ___8/19/78 ., Ocean Springs, Mississippgi.# Jackson 62-544 —~5"

by SA K. P. WHITE-SPUNNER, JR,/gah bate dictated . 8/21/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/DOJ
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70) i

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

8/21/78

Date of transcription

On August 19, 1978, Desk Sergeant LAURA MIZE, Ocean
Springs, Mississippi, Police Department, advised that one
of the Ocean Springs, Mississippi, Police, Patrolman BOBBY

- RACHUBA had taken breakfast to inmate "BILL" WILSON at

approximately 8:30 a.m., that date at which time Officer
RACHUBA asked WILSON if he was ready to sign papers waiving
extradition to the State of Texas on a probation violation.
According to Desk Sergeant MIZE, WILSON replied that he was,
but prior to signing any waiver of extradition he wanted
to talk to the FBI,

Interviewed on 8/19/78 ot _Ocean SDringﬁa_MiSS._____lS_S_iQFFile # _lagksgn_ﬁZ:SQAjg
By SA K. P. WHITE"SPUNNEs#}UJJRo /gah Date dictated 8./2]-./78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/DOJ
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FD-302 (Rev. 11-27-70)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 8/21/ 78

Officer BOBBY RACHUBA, Ocean Springs, Mississippi,
Police Department, advised that at about 8:30 a.m., on
August 19, 1978, he was delivering breakfast to inmates of
the Ocean Springs City Jail. At the direction of Police
Desk Sergeant LAURA MIZE, he personally asked inmate "BILL"
WILSON whether he was ready to sign a walver of extradition
to the State of Texas. According to Officer RACHUBA WILSON

replied, "Yes, on one condition, provided I can talk to the
FBI first."

Interviewed on _8/19/78 oy Ocean Springs, Mississippdi. # _Jackson 62-544 -59
by AK. P TE=- 7M Date dictated 8/21/78

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. FBI/DOJ
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FBI

Date 8/22/78

I

I

i

TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLASSIFICATION: :
i) Teletype KX Immediate {3 TOP SECRET :
[] Facsimile [] Priority [ SECRET :
[ Airtel [ Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL ;
XXJEFTO }

[ CLEAR }

I

I

1

FM JACKSON (62-544) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) PRIORITY |S96E
KANSAS CITY TMMEDIATE \S21 %

MEMPHIS (L44-1987 SUB M) PRIORITY [4¢HS Z
BT

UNCLAS EF T O

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT
MURKIN; 00: MEMPHIS.

CARL D. FORTNA, ROUTE 6, BOX 387, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI,
STATED THAT HE MET BILL WILSON IN BELTON, MISSOURI, IN 1966 OR 1967.
FORTNA WAS IN THE AIR FORCE AT THIS TIME STATIONED AT RICHARDS-
GEBAUER AIR FORCE BASE IN BELTON, MISSOURI. FORTNA STATED THAT
WILSON AND WILSON'S WIFE OWNED A JEWELRY STORE IN BELTON, MISSOURI,
AND THAT WILSON WAS A MEMBER OF THE 442ND AIR FORCE RESERVE UNIT
STATIONED AT RICHARDS-GEBAUER AIR FORCE BASE. FORTNA STATED HE
KNEW WILSON THROUGH THEIR ASSOCIATION IN THE VFW IN BELTON, MISSOURI|

FORTNA STATED THAT HE, FORTNA, RETIRED FROM THE AIR FORCE IN 1969

G- sackson (2 =544~ LD

.CB/mae Rearched

! ( 1 ) Sur 1&112&3—-@1%"-‘——_—
Indexed—
Filud._ o ———
Approved: /(/\ﬂ/w' Transmitted _Q O | %W Per DW
{ (Number) (T'ime)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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Date ;
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PAGE 2 JN 62-544 UNCLAS EF T O

AND DID NOT SEE WILSON AGAIN EXCEPT FOR ONE BRIEF MOMENT IN 1972
UNTIL APPROXIMATELY TWO MONTHS AGO. WILSON CAME TO OCEAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI, FROM LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA, ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO AND
LIVED IN THE TWIN PINES MOTEL ON HIGHWAY 90, OCEAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI. ON JULY 23, 1978, WILSON MOVED INTO A HOUSE OWNED BY
FORTNA LOCATED NEXT DOOR TO FORTNA'S PRESENT RESIDENCE.

AT APPROXIMATELY 4:15 PM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, WILSON ASKED
FORTNA TO COME INTO WILSON'S HOUSE, THAT HE HAD SOMETHING VERY
IMPORTANT TO TELL HIM. WILSON TOLD FORTNA, "I KILLED THAT BLACK
SON-OF=A-BITCH." FORTNA ASKED WILSON WHO HE WAS TALKING ABOUT,
AND WILSON REPLIED MARTIN LUTHER KING. FORTNA STATED THAT HE TOLD
WILSON HE DID NOT BELIEVE HIM, AND WILSON SAID, "I AM TELLING YOU
THE TRUTH. I ACTUALLY KILLED HIM. I'VE BEEN LIVING WITH IT FOR
TEN YEARS, AND I CAN'T TAKE IT ANYMORE." WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT
MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR WILSON'S FATHER'S DEATH.
WILSON DID NOT ELABORATE FURTHER ON THIS. WILSON TOLD FORTNA
THAT THIS KILLING WAS "ENGINEERED" BY LOU CRUZ (PHONETIC). FORTNA
STATED THAT HE KNOWS LOU CRUZ AND THAT LOU CRUZ OWNED OR STILL OWNS
LOU CRUZ JEWELRY, 1505 MAIN STREET, GRANDVIEW, MISSOURI. WILSON
TOLD FORTNA THAT HE DROVE TO THE STATE LINE AIRPORT IN KANSAS CITY,

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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PAGE 3 JN 62-544 UNCLAS EF T O
MISSOURI, DRIVING A NEW FORD THUNDERBIRD. WILSON TOLD FORTNA. THAT
CRUZ ALSO OWNED AN IDENTICAL FORD THUNDERBIRD. WILSON LEFT HIS
THUNDERBIRD AT THE AIRPORT AND FLEW TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. CRUZ
CAME TO THE ATIRPORT AND PICKED UP WILSON'S THUNDERBIRD AND TOOK IT
FROM THE AIRPORT SO IT WOULD NOT BE NOTICED. WHEN WILSON ARRIVED
IN MEMPHIS, HE BORROWED A WHITE FORD MUSTANG THAT HE HAD PURCHASED
FOR HIS DAUGHTER, DEBORAH. DEBORAH HAD DRIVEN FROM KANSAS CITY TO
MEMPHIS IN THE MUSTANG. WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE WENT TO THE
MOTEL WHERE MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS STAYING AND THAT HE USED A
JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE AND SHOT KING HOLDING THE RIFLE ON HIS HIP.
HE STATED THAT THIS RIFLE IS NOW IN THE POSSESSION OF WILSON'S SON,
STEVE. WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE WAS DRIVING AWAY FROM THE SCENE
IN THE MUSTANG, AND HE WAS STOPPED BY THE MEMPHIS POLICE, BUT HE
TALKED HIMSELF OUT OF A TICKET, AND THE CAR WAS NOT SEARCHED. HE
STATED THAT THE RIFLE WAS IN THE TRUNK OF THE CAR AT THIS TIME.
WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE THEN FLEW HIS AIRPLANE BACK TO KANSAS
CITY, AND CRUZ PICKED HIM UP AT THE AIRPORT AND TOOK HIM HOME.
FORTNA STATED THAT WHEN WILSON TOLD HIM THE ABOVE INFORMATION,
HE, FORTNA, BELIEVED THAT WILSON THOUGHT HE WAS TELLING THE TRUTH
AND THAT HE SWORE ON HIS MOTHER'S GRAVE IN FRONT OF A PRIEST THAT IT

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time)

GPO : 1977 O - 225-539
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PAGE 4 JN 62-544 UNCLAS EF T O

WAS THE TRUTH. FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON HAD NEVER MENTIONED THIS
SUBJECT PRIOR TO THIS INSTANCE. FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON HAS BEEN
DRINKING HEAVILY FOR THE PAST TWO MONTHS AND HAS LIED TO HIM SEVERAL
TIMES IN THE PAST TWO MONTHS. WILSON, ON OCCASION, WOULD TELL
FORTNA THAT HE HAD BEEN MARRIED THREE OR FOUR TIMES SINCE DIVORCING
HIS FIRST WIFE AND THEN COME BACK AT A LATER DATE AND SAY THAT HE
HAD NOT BEEN MARRIED AFTER DIVORCING HIS FIRST WIFE.

FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON IS AN EXCELLENT PILOT, THAT HE,
FORTNA, HAS FLOWN WITH WILSON THROUGH BAD WEATHER, AND WILSON HAD
NO PROBLEMS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT.

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL, WAS BORN AUGUST 28, 1931,
AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, 5 FEET 11 INCHES, 170 POUNDS, BROWN EYES,

GRAY HATR, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER| vfx 2ct ¢ (3) | MILITARY SERVICE

U. S. AIR FORCE 1947-1960.

KANSAS CITY AT GRANDVIEW, MISSOURL. WILL LOCATE LOU CRUZ
(PHONETIC), 1505 MAIN STREET, RE KNOWLEDGE OF WILSON AND FACT HE
"ENGINEERED" ASSASSINATION OF DR.-KING.

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSQURI. WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGA-
TION AND CHECK FLIGHT PLANS IF POSSIBLE AT STATE LINE ATRPORT IN AN
EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF WILSON FLEW FROM THIS AIRPORT TO MEMPHIS,

Approved: Transmitted Per

(Number) (Time)
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PAGE 5 JN 62-544 UNCLAS EF T O
TENNESSEE, ON OR ABOUT APRIL 4, 1968.
FOR INFORMATION OF KANSAS CITY, IN A PRIOR INTERVIEW OF WILSON,
HE STATED HE HAD A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE, REGISTER NUMBER
341,, AND A CESSNA 310 TWIN-ENGINE BLUE AND WHITE AIRCRAFT.
BT
Approved: Transmitted Per
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FM JACKSON (62-544) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) PRIORITY
KANSAS CITY IMMED IATE

MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) PRIOR-ITY
BT

UNCLASEFTO

ATTENTION : "CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT
MURKIN; 00 ¢ MEMPHIS,

CARL D. FORTNA, ROUTE 6, BOX 387, OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI,
STATED THAT HE. MET BILL WILSON IN BELTON, MISSOURI, IN 1966 OR 1967.
FORTNA WAS IN THE AIR FORCE AT THIS TIME STATIONED AT RICHARDS-
GEBAUER AIR FORCE BASE IN BELTON, MISSOURI. FORTNA STATED THAT
WILSON AND WILSON®S WIFE OWNED A JEWELRY STORE IN BELTON, MISSOURI,
AND THAT WILSON WAS A MEMBER OF THE 442ND AIR FORCE RESERVE UNIT
STATIONED AT RICHARDS-GEBAUER AIR FORCE BASE., FORTNA STATED HE
KNEW WILSON THROUGH THEIR ASSOCIATION IN THE VFW IN BELTON, MISSOURI.
FORTNA STATED THAT HE, FORTNA, RETIRED FROM THE AIR FORCE IN 1969
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PAGE 2 JN 62-544 UNCLASE FTO
AND DID NOT SEE WILSON AGAIN EXCEPT FOR ONE BRIEF MOMENT IN 1972
UNTIL APPROXIMATELY TWO MONTHS AGO. WILSON CAME TO OCEAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI, FROM LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA , ABOUT TWO MONTHS AGO AND
LIVED IN THE TWIN PINES MOTEL ON HIGHWAY 98, OCEAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI, ON JULY 23, 1978, WILSON MOVED INTO A HOUSE OWNEy BY
FORTNA LOCATED NEXT DOOR TO FORTNA 'S PRESENT RESIDENCE.
AT APPROXIMATELY 4:L5 PM ON AUGUST 18, 1978, WILSON ASKED

FORTNA TO COME INTO WILSON'S HOUSE, THAT HE HAD SOMETHING VERY
IMPORTANT TO TELL H}M. WILSON TOLD FORTNA, "I KILLED THAT BLACK

1 SON-OF -A-BITCH," FORTNA ASKED WILSON WHO HE WAS TALKING ABOUT,

‘ AND WILSON REPLIED MARTIN LUTHER KING, FORTNA STATED THAT HE TOLD

% WILSON HE DID NOT BELIEVE HIM, AND WILSON SAID, "I AM TELLING YOU

‘ THE TRUTH. I-ACTUALLY KILLED HIM, I"VE BEEN LIVING WITH IT FOR

| TEN YEARS, AND I CAN'T TAKE IT ANYMORE," WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT
MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR WILSON'S FATHER 'S DEATH,
WILSON DID NOT ELABORATE FURTHER ON THIS., WILSON TOLD FORTNA
THAT THIS KILLING WAS "ENGINEERED" BY LOU CRUZ (PHONETIC), FORTNA
STATED THAT HE KNOWS LOU CRUZ AND THAT LOU CRUZ OWNED OR STILL OWNS
LOU CRUZ JEWELRY, 1505 MAIN STREET , GRANDVIEW , MISSOURI, WILSON
TOLD FORTNA THAT HE DROVE TO THE STATE LINE AIRPORT IN KANSAS CITY,

H¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 247
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PAGE 3 JN 62-544 UNCLAS E FT O
MISSOURI, DRIVING A NEY FORD THUNDERBIRD, WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT
CRUZ ALSO OWNED AN IDENTICAL FORD THUNDERBIRD . WILSON LEFT HIS
THUNDERBIRD AT THE AIRPORT AND FLEW TO MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. CRUZ
CAME TO THE AIRPORT AND PICKED UP WILSON'S THUNDERBIRD AND TOOK IT
FROM THE AIRPORT SO IT WOULD NOT BE NOTICED. WHEN WILSON ARRIVED
IN MEMPHIS, HE BORROWED A WHITE FORD MUSTANG THAT HE HAD PURCHASED
FOR HIS DAUGHTER , DEBORAH., DEBORAH HAD DRIVEN FROM KANSAS CITY TO
MEMPHIS IN THE MUSTANG . WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE WENT TO THE
MOTEL WHERE MARTIN LUTHER KING WAS STAYING AND THAT.HE USED A
JAPANESE SNIPER RIFLE AND SHOT KING HOLDING THE RIFLE ON HIS HIP,
HE STATED THAT THIS RIFLE IS NOwW IN THE POSSESSION OF WILSdN'S soi,
STEVE, WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE WAS DRIVING AWAY FROM THE SCENE
IN THE MUSTANG , AND HE WAS STOPPED BY THE MEMPHIS POLICE, BUT HE
TALKED HIMSELF OUT OF A TICKET, AND THE CAR WAS NOT SEARCHED ., HE
STATED THAT THE RIFLE WAS IN THE TRUNK OF THE CAR AT THIS'TIME.
WILSON TOLD FORTNA THAT HE THEN FLEW HIS AIRPLANE BACK TO KANSAS
CITY, AWD CRUZ PICKED HIM UP AT THE AIRPORT AND TOOK HIM HOME.
FORTNA STATED THAT WHEN WILSON TOLD HIM THE ABOVE INFORMATION,

HE, FORTNA , BELIEVED THAT WILSON THOUGHT HE WAS TELLING THE TRUTH
AND THAT HE SWORE ON HIS MOTHER 'S GRAVE IN FRONT OF A PRIEST THAT IT

HW¥ 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 248
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WAS THE TRUTH, FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON HAD NEVER HENTIONED THIS
SUBJECT PRIOR TO THIS INSTANCE. FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON HAS BEEHN
DRINKING HEAVILY FOR THE PAST TWO MONTHS AND HAS LIED TO HIM SEVERAL
TIMES IN THE PAST TwO MONTHS. WILSON, ON OCCASION, WOULD TELL
FORTNA THAT HE HAD BEEN MARRIED THREE OR FOUR TIMES SINCE DIVORCIHNG
HIS FIRST WIFE AND THEN COME BACK AT A LATER DATE AND SAY THAT HE
HAD NOT BEEN MARRIED AFTER DIVORCING HIS FIRST WIFE,

FORTNA STATED THAT WILSON IS AN EXCELLENT PILOT, THAT HE,
FORTNA, HAS FLOWN WITH WILSON THROUGH BAD WEATHER, AND WILSON HAD
NO PROBLEMS FLYING THE AIRCRAFT, ﬁ

BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., AKA BILL, WAS BORN AUGUST 28, 1931,
AT FULTON, MISSISSIPPI, 5 FEET 11 INCHES, 174 POUNDS, BROWN EYES,

GRAY HAIR, SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER[ v ) | MILITARY SERVICE

U So AIR FORCE 1947~1960,

KANSAS CITY AT GRANDVIEW , MISSOURI, WILL LOCATE LOU CRUZ
(PHONETIC), 15085 MAIN STREET , RE KNOWLEDGE OF WILSON AND FACT HE
"ENGINEERED " ASSASSINATION OF DR. KING,

AT KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI. WILL CONDUCT APPROPRIATE INVESTIGA~-
TION AND CHECK FLIGHT PLANS IF POSSIBLE AT STATE LINE AIRPORT IN AN
EFFORT TO DETERMINE IF WILSON FLEW FROM THIS AIRPORT TO MEMPHIS,
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TENNESSEE , ON OR ABOUT APRIL 4, 1968,

FOR INFORMATION OF KANSAS CITY, IN A PRIOR INTERVIEW OF WILSON,
HE STATED HE HAD A RED AND WHITE BONANZA AIRPLANE, REGISTER NUMBER

34L, AMD A CESSNA 319 TWIN-ENGINE BLUE AND WHITE AIRCRAFT.
BT

e —————
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AT VETERANS ADMINISTRATION CENTER, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

, On August 21, 1978, Mrs, INGRID SAMPSON, Medical
Administration Division, Veterans Administration Center,
Gulfport, Mississippi, advised SC(S) BETITY LOU CLARK she
could locate no record indicating that BURGESS AUDIE VILSON,
JR., had ever received treatment at the Gulfport or Biloxi,
Mississippi, Veterans Administration Centers.

AT KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, BILOXI, MISSISSIPPI

On August 21, 1978, Airman First Class SUSAN DRENNON,
Clerk, Registrar's Office, Keesler Medical .Center, Keesler Air
Force Base, Biloxi, Mississippi, advised SA EDGAR L. O'NEILL,
JR. that there was no record in the in=patient records or out=
patient records that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR, had ever received
treatment there.

She stated that if a patient is treated for routine
physical examination and is not again seen for a period of two
years, all medical records are thereafter transmitted to U. S.
Air Force Medical Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri.
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The following investigation was conducted at
Ocean Springs, Mississippi by SA HARRY H. CARPENTER
on August 19, 1978:

1OUIS P. HELMS, Helms Realty, U. S. Highway
90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi, home telephone number
875-2098, office telephone number 875-0016, advised
that he does not know a BILL WILSON, HELMS was shown
a photograph of WILSON and he still stated that he
did not know WILSON and did not know how WILSON had his
name.

MAUDIE ODOM, Bartender, Angle Inn Restaurant
and Lounge, Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi,
advised that BILL WILSON had been coming to the Angle
Inn for approximately two months and appeared to be a
normal customer, causing no trouble. She stated that
one of WILSON's close friends, is CARL FORTNA, telephone
number 875-0220,

On August 19, 1978, Mrs. MARGARET ALLEN,
Assistant Manager; 1win Oaks Motel, Ocean Springs,
Mississippi, telephone number 875-5881, stated that
BILL WILSON stayed at the Twin Oaks Motel for
approximately one month and was an ideal tenant.
She stated he caused no problems and she knows of
no close associates of WILSON.
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In Reply, Please Refer to Augus © 21. 1978
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Jackson, Mississippi

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

On August 18, 1978, 1:15 A.M., Mr, William D.
Gladen, Route 1, Post Office Box 205H3, Ocean Springs,
Mississippi, telephonc number 875-3518, telephonically
cantacted the Jackson Office, Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation. He advised that on August 17, 1978, omne of his
employees, Bill Wilson, telephonically requested that he
and Mrs. Gladen meet with him. Thereafter, he and Mrs,
Gladen met Wilson at their card and gift shop 1ocated in
Ocean Springs.

Mr. Wilson told them he had killed Martin Luther
King. He talked for one hour concerning the details of
the plan to kill King and stated the sheriff, Memphis,
Tennessee is the only person to whom he will surrender.
Also, he said he is to meet the sheriff at the Holiday Iunn,
Biloxi, Mississippi, the worning of August 18, 1978,

Mr. Wilson further advised Mr. and Mrs. Gladen
he is sorry for the expense he caused them in setting up his
watch repair business but he had to get this off his chest,

4 - Bureau (62=-117290)
Memphis (Info)
é Jackson 62-544)
JWA an
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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Mr, Gladen advised that in July 1978, he had

rented Mr. Wilson part of his shop to establish a watch
repair service,

Mr, Gladen described Wilson as a white male,
46 years of age. He stated that Wilson is a very intelli-
gent man and although he was drinking at the time of above

meeting he thinks Wilson is serious about the murder of
King.
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AIRTEL
8/21/7¢8
TO: DIRCCTOR, FDI (62-117220)

ATTH:  COIGRLSSICHAL TiQUINY UULT
LECORDS IAACGELILT DIVISION

PROMe S4G, JACESON (G62=544)

SURJEGT: UDOUSL SLLLCT COITITITEE
Q11 ABSASSIUATIONS (HSCA)

Tie Jackson telorype to Buwcou, §/18/75, captionad
as cbove, concerning BILI JILSON.

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau and lMemphis zye
four ond two coples, xespectively, of an L] dated 8/21/78,
captioned “louse Select Committee on Assassinations, United
Stakes House of Representatives.
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1
FBI i
TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: !
XX] Teletype KX Immediate (] TOP SECRET :
] Facsimile [ Priority [ SECRET |
[ Airtel (] Routine ] CONFIDENTIAL :
XX EFTO :
[ CLEAR i
I
Date 8/22/78 :
FM JACKSON (62-54k4) (P)
15 §Z

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMEDIATE 2
MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE *>*%
BT
UNCLAS E F T 0
ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT
MURKIN; 00: MEMPHTS.
ON AUGUST 22, 1978, JACKSON SPECTAL AGENT VISITED OCEAN SPRINGS
MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT TN ORDER TO DETERMINE STATUS OF
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. JACKSON SPECIAL AGENT ADVISED BY CHIEF OF
POLICE MATT COX THAT A TELETYPE HAD BEEN RECETVED FROM LOCAL
AUTHORITIES IN NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISING THEY WOULD ARRIVE IN
OCEAN SPRINGS DURING MORNING OF AUGUST 23, 1978, IN ORDER TO TAKE
WILSON BACK TO TEXAS.
CHIEF OF POLICE COX ADVISED HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI, AND LOCAL OCEAN SPRINGS NEWS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES

PRESSING HIM FOR A STATEMENT CONCERNING WILSON'S ALLEGED REMARKS
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PAGE 2 JN 62-544 UNCLAS EF T O
REGARDING KING ASSASSINATION. CHIEF COX ADVISED HAS GIVEN NO PRESS
STATEMENT TO DATE; HOWEVER, HE ADVISED THAT MISSISSIPPI STATE
REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS GOLLOTTE, ALONG WITH REVEREND NOEL FANNON,
ST. ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, WERE APPARENTLY
IN CONTACT WITH LOCAL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES CONCERNING THIS MATTER.
CHIEF COX FURTHER ADVISED HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY JACKSON COUNTY
DISTRICT ATTORNEY CLINTON LOCKARD, WHO HAS BECOME AWARE OF THIS
MATTER AND HAS INSTRUCTED CHIEF COX TO BRING INMATE WILSON TO THE
DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE IN ORDER THAT HIS STATEMENT CAN BE TAPE
RECORDED. CHIEF COX FURTHER ADVISED THAT WILSON APPARENTLY HAS MADE
REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE FBI INTENDS TO "COVER UP" INFORMATION
HE HAS FURNISHED.

FOREGOING SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ AND MEMPHIS IN
VIEW OF POSSIBLE PRESS INQUIRIES FORTHCOMING.

BT

Approved: Transmitted Per

i (Number) (Time)
GPO : 1977 O ~ 225-539
HW 55186 DocId:32989768 Page 257




JNO 803 234 22227

00 HQ ME
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Fii JACKSON (62-544) (P)

TO DIRECTOR (44-33861) IMMED IATE
MEMPHIS (44-1987 SUB M) IMMEDIATE
BT

UNCLASE F T 0

ATTENTION: CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT
MURKIN; 00 : MEMPHIS,

ON AUGUST 22, 1978, JACKSON SPECIAL AGENT VISITED OCEAN SPRINGS,
MISSISSIPPI, POLICE DEPARTMENT IN ORDER TO DETERMINE STATUS OF
BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. JACKSON SPECIAL AGENT ADVISED BY CHIEF OF
POLICE MATT COX THAT A TELETYPE HAD BEEN RECEIVED FROM LOCAL
AUTHORITIES IN NEy BRAUNFELS, TEXAS, ADVISING THEY WOULD ARRIVE IN
OCEAN SPRINGS DURING MORNING OF AUGUST 23, 1978, IN ORDER TO TAKE
WILSON BACK TO TEXAS.

CHIEF OF POLICE COX ADVISED HE HAS BEEN CONTACTED BY JACKSON,
MISSISSIPPI, AND LOCAL OCEAN SPRINGS NEYS MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES
PRESSING HIM FOR A STATEMENT CONCERNING WILSON'S ALLEGED REMARKS
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PAGE 2 JN 62-544 UNCLASE F T O
REGARDING KING ASSASSINATION, CHIEF COX ADVISED HAS GIVEN NO PRESS
STATEMENT TO DATE ; HOVEVER, HE ADVISED THAT MISSISSIPPI STATE
REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS GOLLOTTE, ALONG WITH REVEREND NOEL FANNON,
ST . ELIZABETH SETON CATHOLIC CHURCH, OCEAN SPRINGS, WERE APPARENTLY
IN CONTACT WITH LOCAL MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES CONCERNING THIS MATTER.
CHIEF COX FURTHER ADVISED HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED BY JACKSON COUNTY
DISTRICT ATTORNEY CLINTON LOCKARD , WHO HAS BECOME AWARE OF THIS
MATTER AND HAS INSTRUCTED GHIEF COX TO BRING INMATE WILSON TO THE
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 'S OFFICE IN ORDER THAT HIS STATEMENT CAN BE TAPE
RECORDED . CHIEF COX FURTHER ADVISED THAT WILSON APPARENTLY HAS MADE
REMARKS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE FBI INTENDS TG "COVER UP™ INFORMATION
HE HAS FURNISHED .

FOREGOING SUBMITTED FOR INFORMATION OF FBIHQ AND MEMPHIS IN
VIEW OF POSSIBLE PRESS INQUIRIES FORTHCOMING .
BT
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FM HOUSTON (44-1589) (P)

D DIRECTOR (44-33861> IMMEDIATE
JACKSON (62-544) IMMEDIATE
MEMPHIS (44-1987) IMMEDIATE

BT ’
UNCLAS

ATTENTION : CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES UNIT , ROOM 8988, JEH,
MURKIN3 00 : MEMPHIS,

RE MEMPHIS TELETYPE TO BUREAU, AUGUST 21, 1978.
ON AUGUST 22, 1978, BOB SORRELL , ROUTE ONE, BOX 264,

(BEAUMONT COLONY), KOUNTZE, TEXAS, TELEPHONE 246-2705,
(UNLISTED ), WAS CONTACTED AT HIS RESIDENCE WHERE THE FOLLOWING
INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED , SORRELL BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH
BILL WILSON THROUGH HIS ATTENDANCE AT THE HOLLYYOOD BAPTIST
CHURCH IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, WHICH WAS PASTORED BY BROTHER
WILSON, SORRELL HAD NO OTHER ASSOCIATION WITH BILL WILSON
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PAGE TWO HO 44-1599 UNCLAS ‘

EXCEPT THROUGH CONTACT AT CHURCH. SORRELL ATTENDED THAT
CHURCH AS A YOUNGSTER AND CONTINWUED UNTIL APPROXIMATELY

1958, WHEN HIS FAMILY MOVED FROM THE NEIGHBORHOOD AND

ATTENDANCE STOPPED.

HE , SORRELL , HAD NO OTHER CONTACT WITH BILL WILSON UNTIL
AFTER 1967, WHEN SORRELL EMPLOYED AT HAGLER AERO SERVICE,
CHARLES ¥ . BAKER AIRPORT , MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE , TELEPHONE
872-2261, SORRELL WAS PART-TIME EMPLOYEE AT HAGLER UNTIL
OCTOBER OR NOVEMBER OF 1967, WHEN HE BECAME FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE
AS A LINEMAN,

SORRELL RECALLED THAT SOMETIME AFTER BECOMING A FULL =~
TIME EMPLOYEE BILL FLEW INTO THE AIRPORT , EXACT DATE UNRECALLED ,
IN A TWIN BEACHCRAF:T © ~18) BELIEVED RED AND WHITE IN COLOR
WITH POSSIBLY A BLUE STRIPE. SORRELL RECALLED THAT HE
REFUELED THIS AIRPLANE, BUT THE TIME OF DAY OF ARRIVAL
WAS UNKNOWN, AS RECALLED WILSON WAS WEARING CIVILIAN CLOTHING
AND PAID CASH FOR THE FUEL PURCHASE, SORRELL AND WILSON HAD
LITTLE CONVERSATION OTHER THAN GREETING., AS BEST RECALLED
BY SORRELL, WILSON STAYED OVERNIGHT AND LEFT THE FOLLOWING
DAY, TIME UNKNOWN., SORRELL DOES NOT KNOW HOW WILSON WAS
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PAGE THREE HO 44-1589 UNCLAS
TRANSPORTED FROIM AND TO THE AIRPORT.

WITHIN TWO OR THREE MONTHS WILSON MADE A SECOND VISIT
TO HAGLER IN THE SAME AIRCRAFT WHERE HE RECEIVED GAS,
PAID CASH AND LAID OVER FOR TWO OR THREE DAYS., AGAIN,
SORRELL HAS NO IDEA AS TO HIS TRANSPORTAT&ON FROM AND BACK
TO THE AIRPORT., SORRELL HAS NO INFORMATION AS TO WHERE
HE CAME IN FROM OR HIS DESTINATION UPON DEPARTURE FROM THE
AIRPORT, SORRELL COULD éUPPLY HO INFORMATION ABOUT A
1965, WHITE MUSTANG AND DID NOT KNOW THAT WILSON HAD A‘
DAUGHTER NAMED DEBORAH.

SORRELL HAS NOT SEEN NOR HEARD FROM WILSON SINCE THE
LAST VISIT TO HAGLER.

SORRELL TERMINATED HIS EMPLOYMENT AT HAGLER IN OCTOBER
OF 1976. HE CANNOT RECALL THE EXACT TIME OF ARRIVAL OR
DEPARTURE BUT DOES BELIEVE BOTH VISITS OCCURRED IN EITHER
1968 OR 1969, SbRRELL ADVISED FUEL RECEIPTS BROKEN DOWN
BY SINGLE ENGINE OR MUTLI-ENGINE AIRCRAFTS ARE MAINTAINED
ON A MONTHLY BASIS. SORRELL ADVISED THAT MR, GLENN MITCHELL ,
MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR , HAGLER AERO SERVICES, COULD ASSIST
WITH REVIEW OF GAS RECEIPTS TO DETERMINE EXACT DATE .OF ARRIVAL,
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PAGE FOUR HO 44-15@09 UNCLAS

SORRELL HAD NO INFORMATION HOW WILSON CAME INTO
POSSESSION OF AIRCRAFT AND DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER IT WAS
LEASED OR OWNED BY HIM, 1IN RECALLING THE TwO VISITS
BY wILSON, SORRELL HAS A GUT FEELING THAT SOMEONE MAY
HAVE BEEN WITH HIM ON EACH OCCASION, BUT THIS IS JUST A
FEELING ON HIS PART AND HE CAN SUPPLY NO INFORMAT ION TO
CONFIRM THIS FEELING . SORRELL HAD NO INFORMATION ABOUT
AN AIRPORT I OLATHA, KANSAS, WHERE WILSON ALLEGEDLY LANDED
RTER DEPARTURE FROM MEMPHIS,

AS FURTHER BACKGROUND , SORRELL RECALLED THAT DURING
ATTENDANCE AT THE HOLLYWOOD BAPTIST CHURCH HE GOT THE IMPRES~
SION THAT WILSON WAS IN AND OUT OF TROUBLE, ALTHOUGH HE
DOES NOT KNOwWw THE TYPE, HE MAY HAVE RECEIVED THIS INFORMATION
FROM ONE OF WILSON'S SISTERS, NAMES UNRECALLED , THROUGH
CONTACT WITH WILSON AT CHURCH, WILSON IMPRESSED SORRELL AS

THE TYPE OF GUY WHO ALWAYS HAD A "BIG DEAL", "KIND OF
A CONMAN PERSONALITY"., AGAIN, AND IT MAY HAVE BEEN ONE OF
WILSON'S SISTERS WHO MENTIONED IT, SORRELL GOT THE IMPRESSION

THAT WILSON HAD BEEN ARRESTED AND RECEIVED TIME FOR AN
UNKNOWW OFFENSE., SORRELL ADVISED THAT CONTACT WITH WILSON'S

SISTERS WAS AT CHURCH. HE AGAIN STATED THAT HE HAS A GUT
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PAGE FIVE HO 44-1509 UNCLAS
FEELING THAT ONE OF THEM MAY-HAVE BEEN AT THE AIRPORT ON
ONE OF THE ABOVE OCCASIONS,

SORRELL DID NOT KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT WILSON SERVED
IN THE U.S, AIR FORCE, BUT RECALLED THAT WILSON WORE A
UNIFORM AT CHURCH ON OCCASION, SORRELL WAS NOT AWARE THAT
WILSON WAS EMPLOYED AT PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY BUT DOES
RECALL HIS MARRIAGE TO BETTY LOU, MAIDEN NAME UNKNOWN,
BECAUSE BETTY LIVED IN THE SAME NEIGHBORHOOD . SORRELL

HAD NO INFORMATION ABOUT WILSON'S CLEANING BUSINESS OR
TIME SPENT IN THE TENNESSEE NATIONAL GUARD OR THAT WILSON

HAD EVER LIVED IN THE MEMPHIS AREA.

SINCE NO INFORMATION WAS DEVELOPED FROM SORRELL
CONCERNING THE AIRPORT IN KANSAS AND DID NOT KNOW
(FIRST NAME UNKNOWN) FISHER, FROM WHOM WILSON ALLEGEDLY
PURCHASED THE AIRCRAFT, ANY LEADS FOR KANSAS WILL BE
LEFT UP TO THE DISCRETION OF MEMPHIS,

- LEADS, MEMPHIS AT MILLINGTON, TENNESSEE., CONTACT GLENN
MITCHELL AND ATTEMPT TO REVIEW LOGICAL GAS RECEIPTS TO
DETERMINE EXACT DATE OF WILSON'S REFUELING AT HAGLER AERO
SERVICE,

* HOUSTON AT HOUSTON, WILL SUBMIT REPORT.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription August 21, 1978

CARL D. FORTNA, Route 6, Box 387, Ocean Springs,
Mississippi, telephone number 875-0220, was advised of the
identity of the interviewing Agent and the nature of the
interview. FORTNA, a white male, born June 2, 1932, in
Great Bend, Kansas, advised that he completed the tenth
grade of high school, and he could read and write.

FORTNA stated that he met BILL WILSON in Belton,
Missouri, in 1966 or 1967. FORTNA was in the Air Force at
this time stationed at Richards-Gebauer Air Force Base in
Belton, Missouri. FORTNA stated that WILSON and WILSON's
wife owned a jewelry store in Belton, Missouri, and that
WILSON was a member of the 442nd Air Force Reserve Unit
stationed at Richards~Gebauer Air Force Base. FORTNA stated
he knew WILSON through their association in the VFW in Belton,
Missouri. FORTNA stated that he, FORTNA, retired from the Air
Force in 1969 and did not see WILSON again except for ome
brief moment in 1972 until approximately two months ago.
WILSON came to Ocean Springs, Mississippi, from Lafayette,
Louisiana, about two months ago and lived in the Twin Pines
Motel on Highway 90, Ocean Springs, Mississippi. On July 23,
1978, WILSON moved into a house owned by FORTNA located next
door to FORTNA's present residence. :

At approximately 4:15 PM on August 18, 1978, WILSON
asked FORTNA to come into WILSON's house, that he had something
very important to tell him., WILSON told FORTNA, "I killed that
black son-of-a-bitch." FORTNA askéd WILSON who he was talking
about, and WILSON replied MARTIN LUTHER KING. FORTNA stated
that he told WILSON he did not believe him, and WILSON said,

"I am telling you the truth. I actually killed him. I've

been living with it for ten years, and I can't take it anymore."
WILSON told FORTNA that MARTIN LUTHER KING was responsible for
WILSON's father's death. WILSON did not elaborate further on
this, WILSON told FORTNA that this killing was "engineered"

by 1OU CRUZ (phonetic). FORTNA stated that he knows LOU CRUZ
and that LOU CRUZ owned or still owns Lou Cruz Jewelry, 1505
Main Street, Grandview, Missouri. WILSON told FORTNA that he
drove to the State Line Airport in Kansas City, Missouri,
driving a new Ford Thunderbird. WILSON told FORINA that CRUZ

8/19/78 .Ocean Springs, Mississippirie# Jackson 62-544 "&7

Interviewed on

e
by SA HARRY H. CARPENTERgmae Date dictated _8/19/78
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also owned an identical Ford Thunderbird. WILSON left his
Thunderbird at the airport and flew to Memphis, Tennessee.
CRUZ came to the airport and picked up WILSON's Thunderbird
and took it from the airport so it would not be mnoticed.

When WILSON arrived in Memphis, he borrowed a white Ford
Mustang that he had purchased for his daughter, DEBORAH.
DEBORAH had driven from Kansas City to Memphis in the Mustang.
WILSON told FORTNA that he went to the motel where MARTIN
LUTHER KING was staying and that he used a Japanese sniper
rifle and shot KING holding the rifle on his hip. He stated
that this rifle is now in the possession of WILSON's son,
STEVE. WILSON told FORTNA that he was driving away from the
scene in the Mustang, and he was stopped by the Memphis police,
but he talked himself out of a ticket, and the car was not
searched. He stated that the rifle was in the trunk of the
car at this time. WILSON told FORTNA that he then flew his
airplane back to Kamsas City, and CRUZ picked him up at the
airport and took him home.

FORTNA stated that when WILSON told him the above
information, he, FORTNA, believed that WILSON thought he was
telling the truth and that he swore on his mother's grave in
front of a priest that it was the truth. FORTNA stated that
WILSON had never mentioned this subject prior to this instance.
FORTNA stated that WILSON has been drinking heavily for the
past two months and has lied to him several times in the past
two months. WILSON, on occasion, would tell FORTNA that he
had been married three or four times since divorcing his first
wife and then come back at a later date and say that he had
not been married after divorcing his first wife.

FORTNA stated that WILSON is an excellent pilot,
that he, FORTNA, has flown with WILSON through bad weather,
and WILSON had no problems flying the aircraft.
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA KENNETH P, HUGHES:

On Augusi 19, 1978, a review of the 1978
Grenada City Directory shows a listing for the Central
Baptist Church with Reverend JOE BELL as pastor at
333 Secound Street, Grenada, Mississippi, telephone
226"‘2?}.50

The directory shows JOE BELL and wife,
MYRA N, BELL, reesiding at 235 South Mound Street,
Grenada, Mississippi, “hoine telephone 226-4133, and
tgat gOE BELL is the pastor of the Central Baptist
Church.

On August 19, 1978, FRED TILGHMAN, Chief of
Police, Grenada, Mississippi, Police DbpartmenL,
Grenada, Mississippi, advised he could locate no
arresf record or outstandlng warrants for BURGHSS
AUDIE WILSOM, JR., also kunown as BILL WILSON, date
of birth, August 28, 19319 place of birth, Fulton,
Mississippi.

On August 19, 1978, JACK SIMMONS, Deputy
Sheriff, Grenada CounLy Sherltf s Offlce, Grenada,
MlSSlSSlppl, advised he could locate no arrest
record or ocutstanding warrants on BURGESS AUDIE WILSON; JR.,
also known as BILL WILSON, white male, date of birth,
August 28, 1931, at Fulton9 Mississippi.

On August 19, 1978, HUBERT SPEARS, United
States Post Office, Gremada, Mississippi, advised
they did have a B. A, WILSON, who was formerly the
preacher at the Central Baptist Church, Grenada,
Mississippi, approximately four or five years ago.
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SPEARS stated that B. A. WILSON died, and his
wife, possibly named GLADYS, after B, A, WILSON'g
death, resided at 375 Levee Street, Grenada,
Mississippi, which house is now vacant or in the
process of being torm down. SPEARS further stated
that B. A. WILSON and his wife lived in the parsonage
behind Central Baptist Church, and SPEARS stated that
if WILSON had any cliidren, mone lived in CGrenada, or
they were all grcim when WILSOR wss the preacher at
Central Baptist Church.

A review of the Gremada City Directory for
the year 1978 shows a listing for Mrs., LILLY M. WILSON
at 375 South Levee Street, Grenada, Mississippi,
telephone number 226~4737.
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AT VETERANS ADMINISTRATION CENTER, GULFPORT, MISSISSIPPI

On August 21, 1978, Mrs, INGRID SAMPSON, Medical
Administration DlVlSlon, Veterans Administration Center
Gulfport, Mississippi, advised SC(S) BETTY LOU CLARK she
could locate no record indicating that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON,
JR., had ever received treatment at the Gulfport or Biloxi,
Mississippi, Veterans Administration Centers,

AT KEESLER AIR FORCE BASE, BTLOXI, MISSISSIPPI

On August 21, 1978, Airman First Class SUSAN DRENNON,
Clerk, Registrar's Offlce, Keesler Medical Center, Keesler Air
Force Base, Biloxi, MlSSlSSlppl. advised SA EDGAR L. O'NEILL,
JR. that there was no record in the in-patient records or outm
patient records that BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR. had ever received
treatment there.

She stated that if a patient is treated for routine
physical examination and is not again seen for a period of two
vears, all medical records are thereafter transmitted to U. S.
Air Force Medical Records Center, St. Louis, Missouri,
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The following investigation was conducted by
SA GWYNNE L. HUPFER at Columbus, Mississippi, on
August 19, 1978:

A physical observation of 401 5th Street South,
Columbus, Mississippi, revealed that this is the address
of the Candlewocod Apartments.

JAMES LANCASTER,. 810 Holland Avenue, advised
that he is the owner of the Candlewood Apartments.
LANCASTFR stated that he does not recall anyone by the
name BURGESS AUDIE WILSON, JR., or BILL WILSON, renting
an apartment from him. LANCASTER advised, however, that
he has had a g