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This documept is, in essence·, an intelligence 
survey of th.is summer's .. l"acial violence potential in the 
United States. Its contents were~derived from public 
sources, public officials, police officers, knowledgeable 
observers, and FBI source~. This document should not, 
however, be regarded as a report based.upon the results 
of any specific investigation conducted by the FBI. 
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OVERVIEW 

Continuing P~cial Tension 
11. • -

After three consecutive summers of racial 
turbulence in the United States, there were hopes that 
the social, economic, and political gains achieved by 
the Negro in recent years might be alleviating racial 
unrest and .. strife. qivil ~ights legislation, antipoverty 
programs., arid better police-community relations have 
brought a measure of improvement in the status and 
treatment~of "Negroes, but discontent and frustration . 
persist. ~Race relations have deteriorated in a number 
of cities throughout the country during.the past year. 

Seasonal Phenomenon ..... 

. \J·· , :fl ' . We are now in .. the m::u.dst of an era of protracted 
racial conflict that has p·roduced- a crisis in law enforce­
ment. Along with the. annual seasonal rise in summertime 
crime, it is,._painfully ~.vide.nt that racial turmoil has 
similarly become a summer phenome~on. The racial viole~ce 
potential is especially high in hot weather in the N~tion's 
urban areas because large _numbers of Negroes, living · · 
under crowded, depressed conditions in ghettos, take to 
the streets to escape the beat and see~ relaxation and 
recreation. The situation is compounded by the restiveness 
2.nd al.ienatic.n, of la:rge number:3 of idle junior and senior 
high school students and other Negro youths. Because of 
the combustible temper of the times, an inconsequential 
incident can ignite a riotous situation in any city or town 
in the country. 

Another Riotous Summer 

The Spring of 1967 has already witnessed almost 
daily outbreaks of racial disorder somewhere in the country. 
All signs point toward recurrent racial convulsions through-­
out the country this summer--more than likely on an even 
wider scale than in previous years--marked by plundering, 
arson, destruction, and attacks on law enforcement officers. 
There is the added danger this year that the scenes of· 
racial strife in large cities might spread from Negro 
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coEmunities into white neighborhoods and that increased 
nuabers of white people might resort to violence in an 
effort to counter Negro demonstrators or rioters. The 
threat of racial violence bangs heavy over every urban 
com:!lunity in the land. In an atmosphere of·ever-preaent 
tension, violence can. strike anywhere at any time with 
all the unpredictability, rapidity, and destructiveness 
of a tornado. ' ' . ' ·. 

' ' ' 

:Civil Rights Linked with Vietnam 
.. . 

. .,Most of the riots and disturbance·s ·of the past 
three years have been·spontaneous eruptions of mob 
violence, t'l"iggered by some trivial.incident and fueled 
by· teen-age-."Negro youths and various. lawless ~nd 
irres:Ponaible ghetto elements. But .inc¢ssant agitation 
and propaganda on the part of communists .and other 
subversives and e~tre:mists'have definitely contributed 
to Negro unrest and fomented violence;. . l;.p particular,. 
demagogues like· Martin Luther 'Kt•ng, 0S~pkely Carmichael, 
Floyd. McKissick, Cassiu~;Cl~y .. , and-Dick Gregory have 
fanned the fires of· racial· disco~d· and .animosity.. lUng 
has nc-;1 joined Carmichael,~ McKissick, and other civil 
rights extrem1sts.in embJ_"acing the co~unist.tactic of 
linking the civil rights novement· with the anti-Vietnat':l~ 
war protest movement, claiming that United States ., 
·involvement in Vietnam is diverting attention from civil 
rights. Ktip.g's e.xbortation to boycott the draft nnd refuse· 
to fight could lead eventually to dangerous displays of 
civil diseybedi~nce and near-seditious activities by Negroes 
and whites alike. Thus, the antiwar c.agpaig;1 ondorsed . 
by King helps to pro2ote cox:;munist aims and programs in 
theUnited States and abroad .. 
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MORE RACIAL TROUBLE PREDICTED 

Ominous Warnings 

· Each spring of the past few years has evoked 
prognostications :i:;rom Negro spokesmen and public officials 
in cities with substantial Negro populations to the~effect 
that the ensuing.summer mont;hs would see outbursts·of 
r~cial violence. This spring the prophecies have been more 

·numerous and· more ominous than ever, particularly those 
voiced py Negro leacfers. · 

' "The war in Vietnam has·strengthened the forces 
of bigot!\' and reaction,-" declared Martin Luther King, 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) •. · 11 It has cau.sed lUany Yl">ung people to become 
disenchanted with our socie;~y. The failure to solve the 
problems of our cities will opl:v exacel"\bate the situation, 
and giv~ the extremists o~ Ua!b sides a .much more receptive 
audience. Polarizatioi c;>f·t'he race question in the 
United States won't merely mea:q outbreaks of violence •. It 

·will mean outright race ,wars in· some of our cities." 
. . . ./ 

I.; 

·At least ten cities aci'oss · the country were 
described by King as "powder kegs" which could explOde 
into racial violence this-summer •. Among those cities be. 
·listed vne.re New York City., Newark,. Washington, Cleveland, 
Chicago, Los Angeles, and the Bay area of C~lifornia, 
including On~land. 

Sporadic youth-led.riots throughout the country 
must be expected this summer and every summer for the 
next decade, Bruce Coles, Program Director for the Chicago 
Young Men's Chri~tian Association,· told the House 
Education Subcommitte~. ·The con'tiny.ing tumult, according 
to Coles, can be traced to a conflict between the promises 
of an afflu~nt society and societ~•s limited ability to 
spread that affluence around. Unable ~o get jobs and rise 
out of the slums, the youngsters--mostly teen-age Negro 
boys--simply "blame whitey· and rai-se hell," he said. 



, 

.. 

· Alienation and tension in so~e Negro neighbor-
hoods "are reaching catastrophic proportioua vhich can 
lead to unprecedented explosions in 1967," VJ!lrned 
Edward Rutledge an~ Jack E. Wood, Executive Director and 
Associate Executive Director of the National Committee 
Against Discriminat'ion in Housing, in an annual report. 
Rutledge and Wood, who for·ec:tst racial disorders in 1965 
and 1966, drew their conclusions from a study conducted 
in 41 cities and 25 sta;tes during 1966. . . .. 

~ Rutledge and Wood claimed they found a conviction 
among Neg~o 7.outh that progress in civil rights will be 
achieved ti}rough social ·turmoil, and they repeatedly 
beard sucli comsents in ghettos as "We need two and a half 
:more riots to get out o:t here." 

"Hardly any coJlm!uni ty in this ,.Fountry can call 
itself immune from tro1:1ble t~i~ supm1e;r," de.clared 
Floyd UcKissick, Nationa~l D:i,r.~cto,r of the Congress of 
Racial Equality (CORE)/' M6Kissicl'J: placed Cleveland at 

·the top of h~s list of trouble $pots, along with nost 
liew Jersey ct ties. Othe._r' cfties he enumerated were 
New Yorlt City; Washington; Detroit; Chicago; Gary, Indiana; 
·St. Louis; East St. Louis, Illinois; Los Angeles; 1t · 

San Francisco; and Oakland. 

»A Negro sociologist at Howard University, 
Dr. Nathan Hare, sees a "very real" possibility of a 
civil uar between uh.i tes and Negroes in ·the ur.i ted States. 
"It's going to be quite a while off yet--though not so 
:f'ar off as to be outside of our li~e span," he said. 
Dr. Hare, who describes himself as a "theorist" in the 
"black power" movement, is actively spreading its 
philosophy to Negro coLleges across the country. 

"Violence is the only way left to the black 
man to achieve his :r.aanhood in America," Ernest Chambers, 
a leader of young militants in Omaha, told delegates to 
tbe National Conference on Community Values and Conflict 
in New York City. He said that "violence purges the 
soul of the black man and returns to him his self-respact.u 
Chamhara maintained that prevention of racial violence 
was up to the white people. They JJ1USt realize, he said, 
that injustice is practiced daily against the Negro and 
that Negro youths will no longer put up vith ito 
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The key to racial peace this summer, observed 
Roy Wilkins, Executive Director of the National Association 
for. the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), is jobs for 
the thousands of young Negroes who will be turned loose 
from school "With fll~Scles in their arms and m;ischief in 
their minds." Wit~ Hone out of three Negro teen-agers 
wandering around," he said, "you are going to have trouble." 
Wilkins expresseq t.be hope that there· would be no rj.ot in 
any city, and added: "But I can't say there won't because 
all the ingredients are there." 

• 
Public officials in a number of large cities 

have expr~ssed considerable apprehension about the 
possibilit~ of racial violence this year. Mayor John V. 
Lindsay, of New York City, asserted that "we have no way 
of krJOWing what this sumlll:er will bring but we do know 
that if violence~ breaks out,., the you.ng people of the 
ghettos will be in its vanguall~· ~· He h'~s called upon the 
administration to restore cutg'in ~ntipoverty funds for 
summer youth activitie~:o:r.·. face t'he threat of rioting in 
Negro ghettos this summer·.- - , .:· · 

./ 
Di'\:;turbances•_.ire likely in the Nation's capital 

this summer, according to Walter ~. Tobriner, a District 
of Columbia Commissioner, unless funds for recreatiortal 
programs for school children are approved. If youthful 
energy is pot channeled constructively, he cautioned, 
''I am sur~ that increased vandalism, destruction, and 
other antisol.."!i1al "behavior would tend to result." He 
added: · "Of course, we can never assume summer peace, 
since incidents fanning n~ighborhood reaction are neither 
foreseeable nor controllable. But we can, by providing 
.these funds, mal\:e the occurrence of summer incidents less 
likely and their enlar~ement to other areas less apt to 
occur." 

Mayor Ivan Allen, Jr., of Atlanta, observed 
that "in any big city with major slum p.roblems, incidents 
amounting almost to riots can occu~ at any time during 
the hot summer months whenever there is provocative 
leadership that finds an incident that can be exploited. 
There is always some incident that provocative leaders 
can use if they want." 
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Familiar Pattern 

The forebodings of recent years have been.amply 
just~fied in view of the extensive riotous conditions 
that have developed in the United States during the past 
three summers. Events bave unmistakably shown that any 
municipality in the country with a Negro population is 

· susceptible to a. racial outbreako A partial listing of 
cities and townswhere racial disorders have occurred since 
1964 indieates that·~acial disorders can.happen anywhere 
and evE!ll'ywbere at any time: New York City; Rochester, 
New York; Philadelphia; Jersey City; Cleveland; Dayton, 
Ohio; Lan~ing, Michigan; Chicago; Waukegan, Illinois; 
Omaha; San Francisco; Los Angeles; Atlanta; Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida; and Bogalusa, Louisiana. It is obviously 
impossible to pinpoi11t when and where racial violence will 
erupt. .. ~.. -~~~. 

. \ 4~ . ! .. ':f( . • 
But there is~ene ~$pect of racial violence that 

can be predicted with some{ precision: the pattern· 1 t will 
follow. In virtually every.inatance where major riots 
have broken .... out in Ne&rP'~ commun.ities in recent years, the 
pattern and sequence of events ha~e been identical: the 
escalation of an initial minor episode involving police 
action; a rapidly growin~.~rowd and mounting excitement 
and hysteria fomented by troublemakers, extremists, and 
subversiVes; overt hostil1ty toward the police,accornpanied 
by wild charges of "police brutality"; the explosion of 
blin<!, iFratlonal mob fury and action; street fighting 
between Negroes and police; hurling of rocks, bricks 1 

bottles, fire bombs, .and other objects; looting, vandalism, 
and arson; and, finally, summoning of police reserves and 
frequently the National Guard to restore law and order. 

J. 

The survey on the following pages endeavors to 
highlight the violence potential which exists in the 
United States as the Summer of 1967 draws nearo 
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RACIAL VIOLENCE POTENTIAL Ill THE EAS-T ' 

Baltimore, Maryland 

(1966). 
Popul'atio~ 917,000 (1966); 41 par cent llegro 

At the present time, Baltimore police officials· 
feel that there is less _tension today than there has been 
for the past year and ·.that' there is no current ·situation_ 
that is l>ikely to iead;to riots or racial violence within 
the next sixmonths. They believe that the Negro leader-· 

. • ' !1. .. . • 

ship, al thopgh at times radical, manages to control· its 
followers and that the communication between the police 
and this leadership is good, largely due.to the effective­
ness of community relations councils set up by the Baltimore 
Police Department: In tbeir.·assessment 9l· the situation, 
tbey conc~ude that if ~~olenc~ ~oe~ os9u~ i~ will arise 
el ther from police action. in _l]..eavi,.ly populated Negro 
districts or from countetde"monstrators representing white-
supremacist h~te groups.·· · , .: · 

. . . .· ~·"'' ' 

On two occasibns within the past.year~ an 
individual representing the Fighting American National.ists 
and one representing the B@ltimore (White) Citizens 
Council .counterdemonstrated civil rights demonstrations 
for integrated housing. The .National States Rights Party, 
a :white hate_ group, has been refus,ed ·permission to hold 
rallies in· the BaltimoJ•e area. 1:. Klan grour.: has re·cently 
distributed racist literature- in a housing project in 

·Baltimore. 

Th·e leading civil rights· group on the Baltimore 
scene. isl· CORE, which designated Baltimore its target city 
for 1966. Most civil rights groups active in Baltimore 
are national or local civil rights groups not dominated 
or influenced by _subversive elements. Although the Civic 
Interest Group is a legitimate local group,. two of its 
leaders.have expressed a desire to organize a Baltimore 
chapter of Deacons for Defense anti Justice I an all-Negro 
organization composed of armed members .• 
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B9ston, Massachusetts 

Population 617,326 (1966); 9 per cent Negro (1966). 

It ia the unanimous opinion of community leaders 
tbat antagonismbetw~en the races is relatively nonexistent 
and that racial violence in the near future is .improbable. 
They indicate that efforts to improve the Negroes' economic 
and social status have been largely successful; thnt progress 
bas been mad~ in school integration; and.that communication 
between mr'nori ty groups and the police ia· coned de red 
excellertt. 

~ 

Although no present issues appear to .. be of .. . 
sufficient magnitude to evoke an extreme emotional response, 
informed sources indicate that.: the possib.ili ty of a 
spontaneous outburst of violence inflamed by a Stokely 
Carmichael can never be. rule'd out entir,_~ly. They admit 
that a certain amount pf tens.~n· ~s Q~irig nurtured.by rest­
less teen-agers and by·a few...,militant adult public1.ty 
seekers like Reverend Virgil A. ~ood, Director of the Blue 
Hill Christian Center, and Chai~man of.the New England 
Branch of t~ Southern .Cnristian Leadership Conferenceo 

·llood, lamenting the lack of a strQng racial issue, is 
straining to find a rallying point for civil rights ~ . 
activities. · 

• 'One issue that carries a potential for racial 
difficulties in Boston is the possible election as Mayor 
of Mrs. Louise Day Bi~ks, a school committ~a member, wbo 
has opposed the civil rights movement. ffhen her candidacy 
for Mayor was announced, Martin Luther King remarked that 
"it would be very tragic for Boston if she were elected .. " 

B~ffalo, New York ~ 

Population 481,453 (1966); 17 per cent Negro 
(1966). 

Officials of the Buffalo.Police Department say 
there is no currant issue affecting the Negro community 
in ~dffalo leading them to believe that there will be any 
racial violence in that city during the coming months. 
Further, there is no notable hostility on the part of 
Negroes toward the Police Department. 
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. An organization known asBUILD (Build, Unity, 
Independence, Liberty, and Dignity) was formed in 
January, 1967, under contract with the Industrial Areas 
Foundation (IAF), a ·community organizing agency with . 

-, headquarters in Chi~a,go ~ IAF, which is headed by 
· Saul Alinsky as Exec;utt ve Director, has been active 
organizing the poor--mostly-Negroes--in Chicago, Bu:Efalo, 
and Rochester, New. York; 

BUiilD bas pablic:q announced that :1 t. will organize 
the entix;e Negro community~ in Buffalo on a· "grass roots" · 
level for the purpose of building a coalition to apply·. 
pressure on the existing "white power structure" of the 
city. The "'major· issue for organizing·. the· community will 
be school integration. 

City and Federal' GQyernment. officials, as well 
• ' ;J: • • ) 

as members of the Board of Ed~<18tion,. fe~·l there are no 
insurmountable problems· ~acing Negroes~ in Buffalo in the 
form of jobs, housing, ~hd_:~dllpatfon. Those who are able 
and willing to work are gainfully employed,· most of them 
at existing union wages. jHousing is not a J:llajor problem, 
and some Negr~es are f~nding homesvin suburban areas with­
out any·sharp conflict. The problem of integrated educa­
tion is being met, and the Board of Education has repfaced 
an anti...;integra tion ·member·· wi tb a member recommended by 
BUILD. 

·~The Common ("cuncil of Buffal,o lta.s two Negroes 
on it, and the Fire Commissioner, who was appointed in · 
1966, is a Negro. Many Negroes .have'been given front 
office jobs in stores and public business places, and no 
animosity or friction has resulted therefrom. 

J. 
If racial tensions increase this .stunmer, it 

can well be because BUILD has heated up an issue--rightly 
or wrongly--in order to find a magnetic argument. BUILD's 
President, Reverend Frank Emmanuel, is ~egnrded by 
responsible clergy and others as not only uninformed about 
the true conditioris in Buffalo but ~lso intellectually 
dishonest. It is the present intent of the responsible 
clergy to remain aloof from BUILD, to keep in touch with 
the Negro cor.m1unity, and to act as a counterbalance to 
BUILD. 

7 
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Charleston, West Virginia 

Population 104,976 (1966); 8 per cent Negro 
(1966). . .. 

j~ • 
I • 

Authorities are looking rather apprehensively 
toward the recurrence of two racial incidents of th·e past 
year. Both of these involved attempts by demonstrators 
to force admittance of Negroes to privately owned amuse­
ment areas; the Rock Lake Swimming Pool iri South Charleston 
and the 8kate1and Skating Rink in Charleston. On both 
occasions,. thJ3 demonstrators were refused entry. Negro 
demonstrat,?-rs at the pool were few,and their attempts to 
gain admission did not result in violence.. However, a 
second demonstration at the skating rinlt in January, 1967, 
involved 60 Negroes and whites from West Virginia State 
College and was i'ed by a milita-nt white ~ ... ![!!tudent named 
William Weimer. The iJ?.cident\ ~psu~tell in 34 arrests for 
trespassing and disorder.l.y q_qpducj=: Weimer· was charged 
with destruction of property and assaulting a police 
officer. ,~ · · 

./ 
6 4 . . 

A Human Rights Law, pasrted by the West Virginia 
State Legislature early this year, has ordered the ~ 
integration by July 1, 19~7, of all facilities which are 
public or deal with the public. Because of this new law, 
white and•Negro readers consider that amusement areas, 
especially the pool and skating rink--the latter is 
scheduled• to close ir.t June, 19ll'l--will become targets of 
demonstrators. Law enforcement officers are watching 
these areas closely and anticipate further demonstrations 
on the part of Weimer and other students at the college. 

Even though ~rea leaders, both Negro and white, 
are attempting to solve all racial difficulties in a 
peaceful manner, all concede that an outbreak of racial 
violence in the Charleston area is a possibility in the 
future.. · · 

Elizabeth, New Jersey 

Population 110,000 (1966); 11 per cent Negro 
(1966). 
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According to city and police officials, racial 
conditions in Elizabeth are calm and there do not appear 
to be any gr-oups or individuals in that city presenting 
a violence-potential problem. They feel that if trouble 
should arise this summer, it will be a spontaneous and 
unorganized action brought on by·some unrelated incident .. 

,. ' . 

Thomas Highsmith, Executive Director of 
Community Action for Economic Opportunity, states that 
the stabil:l.ty.in Elizabeth is due to the concern. and 
action o~ civic leaders in meeting the demands of Negroes 
in areas of better housing, better jobs, and better law . 
enforcement ... 

Hartford, Connecticut 

PopulatJ,on 16S,ooo· (1967); 22 per cent Negro 
.'11~ (1967). .. 

~ .. -..~ . . ' .~ .. ~ .~~ 
Captain Benj ~in .... Goldstein, · Coordinator of 

Human Relations for the·Hartford Police Department, feels 
that racial conditions ar~ g~nerally good, and he knows 
of no "seetht·ng problequ:;," that might erupt this year in 
Hartford. He says the-Negro leade.l'S in Hartford are 
concerned about possible trouble in the North End of o:!' 

Hartford, where many Negroe~ and Puerto Ricans reside. 
Captain Gpldstein states there is considerable crime 
·in the area, such as murders, assaults, and thefts, which 
is committed mainly by organized groups who have no 
respect for authority. The meufoers oi these groups wi 11 
undoubtedly cause trouble as lawbreakers, but they are 
not racial demonstrators. Accordi~g to Captain Goldstein, 
Negro leaders are doing all.they can to assi.st the Police 
Deparbnent in maintaining law and order. 

Jersey City, l1ew Jersey 

Population 273,000 (1967); 25 per cent Negro 
(1967). 

. . 
Captain Raymond V. Blasczak, of the Jersey City 

Police Department, says that racial conditions in 
Jersey City are generally good. He can foresee no real 
racial trouble dur:i.ng the coming summer. The demands of 
Negroes, he states, have largely been met. 

... 9 .... 
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:Monsignor Eugene Reilly, pastor of Christ the 
King Roman Catholic Church, knows of no specific area of 
racial unrest in Jersey City. He points. out, however, 
that·there has been a rash of·minor incidents lately, 
indic·ating a restless. element among the teen:-age Negroes. 

. . ... 
\ 

Captain Blasczak and g-onsignor Reilly both· 
state that improved housing conditions, better. schools, 
and more recreational facilities and job opportunities 

·for. NegroeiEl are the m~in objectives of ·civil rights · 
groups O:Jlerating' locally. . ,. · 

New York, New-York 

(1960~. 
Population 7,993,000 (1967); 14 per cent Negro 

~. . 
Eighty per cent of "the Negroe~.tin liew York City 

reside in four areas: .the Ha~:leni ~re.fll of, upper. Manhattan, 
the Bedford-Stuyvesant ~,action of .. Brooklyn, southeast 
Bronx, and south Jamaica in Queens Cou~ty. 

. . ' 1 .. . 

• The- racial st ttfation in New Yor.k City for the 
immediate future does ni>t unduly atlarm city and :Police , 
officials) Negro leaders, ~nd others familiar with ra~ial 
·affairs in the largest ci'tY.in the nation. Most of them 
do not be~ieve that any serious violence uill break out 
this summer. . ' . . 

· Due in la~ge measure -co advance plauA-:ing by , 
the New York City Police Department, there were no major 
iticidents of racial violence in the city-during the 
Summer of 1966. This advance planning has enabled the 
Police Department to anticipate trouble and to take 
preventive steps .before a flare.:..up occurs. The 1967 
suareer schedule of the Police Department calls for 
increased patrols at beaches, parks, and playgrounds; 
strategy meetings between police officials and con~unity 
leaders; youth project• to keep restles~ and ·idle. · 
children and youths occ~pied; and security precautions 
in areas where the spark of racial unrest may be fanned 
by subversives and extremists. 
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A leading police official does not contemplate 
trouble ·or violence this summer beyond the normal increase 
in disorders caused by juveniles with time on their hands 
during the vacation period. His principal concern is the 
irresponsible and untrue statesents made by too ~any so-c~lled 
civil rights leaders;;to the mass communications media, for, 
he claims, these sta.tements tend to aggravate racial tension., 
By the same toketn, he uaintains, if the news media continue 
to publicize the dire predictions of violence of well-knoun 
public figures, violence is very likely to follow .. .. . -

~ police off!cial stationed in the heart of 
Harlew characterizes the racial situation there as good 

$ • 

at the prese~t time. There seems to be no unusual racial 
tension, according to this official, and contacts between 
the police and Harlem residents are normal.. He concedes, 
however, that the end of the school term and the coobina ... 
tion of idle youths and hot weather could alter the picture., 

~ ,,.. ~ .. 
An officer of· tjle NA~CP ·saysnth~t ;it is impossible 

to forecast whether or not .:there will be violence this 
summer or where it will take place.if there is .. He notes 
that the situ~tion hasnot,really~ changed much since the 
Harlem riot of 1964, beca'use the causes of discontent and 
unrest still psrsist~-the substandEtrd living conditions 
in Negro communities and the lack of equal opportunit~es 
for Negroes.. Fortunately,·· he adds, most of the negroes 
affected tly these adverse conditions never resort to or 
engage in violence. Nevertheless, there are a goodly 
number who will reGpond violently to some incident, particu­
larly one which involves so-called "police br1.L:ali ty.," . 

Another NAACP leader does not foresee any trouble 
or violence during the coming months. This official 
emphasizes that it is time that all citizens, both Negro 
and white, come to therealization that there will be 
constant turmoil until the day the Negro is granted those 
rights and privileges that have been denied hi~ for so 
many years. 

According to one informed source, it is 
impQsaible to state definitely whether or not there will 
be racial violence in New York City, for no one knows 
exactly what the catalyst may be which would escalate any 
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given incident into violence. Numerous reasons have been 
given in the past to explain outbreaks of violence, this 
source points out, and the same reasons will be cited 
again when and if vi?lence erupts. 

;\' . 
This source states that if he were asked to 

pinpoint an area where violence might break out, he would 
designate the East New York section of Brooklyn, into 
which Negroes are moving from the Bedford-Stuyvesant 

· section •. These Negro~,· he says, are enco~ntering ani­
mosity frbm the longtime residents of East New York. 
Therefore, ,th~ seeds of trouble are being $Own. 

•" Another informed source feels that violence 
potential exists in Harlem and Bedford-Stuyvesant. 
Recent statements, this soprce says, made by N~gro 
leaders such as Martin Luthe~, King and Stolcely Carmichael 
have not had a calming effect b. .the· Neg.r,o people o 

Rather, they have served,... to f6 att~.ntion on the 
possibility that violenoe --~·s· inevitable.. Furthermore, 
this source believes, the treatm.ent accorded Adam Clayton 
Powell in CoQgress and Cassius Clay in his attempt to 
avoid the draft--regar41~ss of whet;er or not they deserved 
it--has served to intensify Negro~esentment and bitterness .. 
All these factors contribute to racial tension, acco~ding 
to this source, and when the ingredients of hot weather, • unemployment, and restless youths are added, there is 
definitely an increase in the possibility of racial 
violence 1'this 'SumrJer. in New York City. 

Much Negro resentment was engendered when the 
House of Representatives voted, ea·rly in March, 1967, to 

·exclude Adam Clayton Powell from membership in Congress 
for misuse of funds a~d unbecoming conduct. Many Negroes 
in New York City and elsewhere in .the country regard this 
punishment as unusually harsh and an expression of white 
racism. They charge that he was singled out for punish­
ment because of his race, rather than because his behavior 
differed from that of other Congressmen. :Moreo'!fer, in 
view of the softer punishment that Negroes believe will 
be meted out to Senator Dodd by his colleagues in the 
Senate, many Negroes are angered by YJhat they feel is the 
application of a double standard of conduct by Congress 
to white and Negro members. 
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Negro subversives and extremists like Jesse Gray 
and Charles 37X Morris are dangerous because of the 
incendiary effect they have on some susceptible segments 
of. the Negro population. Gray is Director of the Harlem Commu­
nity Council on Housing and has been active on nume.t"ous occa­
sions in the past ~n demonstrations, particularly against 
"police .brutality".' and "slumlord" exploitation of NGgroes. 
Gray was organizer of the. Harlem Region o•f the Co~munist 
Party in the late. 1950's and, although no longer. a Party 
member, he is still friendly with the Party • 

.. . . . ' . 

•· Charles 37~ Morris--also·known as·Charles 
Kenyatta--is the leader of a small group of Negroes 
called the Mau Mau, a black nationalist group ... He conducts 
weekly street meetings outside the Hotel Theresa in Harlem. 
in an effort to inflame Negroes to rise up against the 
white man. At a recent gathering of 75-pe:ople, he declar1.1d, 
'.'the hell with. President Johns9n," .s.aid he was in favor of 
::::~;i:gt:~e city down.,~ and\ ~e~i,ct~~ 'the summer would be 

. ·:r .<; .. · - , ,; 
To one observer of the racial scene, the racial 

picture in the United St~tes becomes more confusing every· 
day because "the so-cal•Jkd civil rights leaders who receive 
rnost of the attention 'in the newsvmedia are applauded and 
readily accepted as leaders of_ the Negro people- desp:ft~ 
their obviously divergent'philosophies~ Martin Luther King 
nnd Stokely Carmichael are clted as classic examples: 
Ki~g coritiriually reiterates his belief in integratiort and 
the us~ r;f · no~violrmce, '1.1'herem; Carmich.a,el exhorts the 
Negro people to resort to "black power," with its impl-ied 
threat of violence and reverse racism~ 

Newark, New Jersey 

Population 400,000 (1967); 45 per cent Negro 
(1.967). 

Martin Luther King included N.ewark·among the 
cities he described as 'powder kegs,·" which "could burst 
into racial violence thissummer." He thereby aroused 
the wrath of .Newark Councilmen Calvin D. West and 
Irvine I. Turner, both Negroes, t?ho stated that they 
respected King for his accomplishments, but added; "We 
do not need prophets of doom to incite racial unrest when 
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there is none. ·While we are not naive enough to believe 
that the Negro has reached his total goal of ·hum~n under­
standing in our city, great strides have·been made and 
greater ones are in the offing." 

Newark pol1ic.e officials are of t~e opinion that 
racial conditions are good •. They cannot foresee any . 
problems at this time. . While admitting that con<ii tions · . 
in Newark are not perfect,. they also assert that progress 
is·steady al!d "J;hat th.e business community is especially· 
helpful in hiring, tralning, and promoting ·Negroes •. These . . . . . 

officials reason th•t many Negroes have a stake in the · . . 
city governmen-t and the average income per head of house­
hold and Pe.P family is higher than in any other municipality 
on the eastern seaboard. · 

Paterson, New Jer~ey 
..... 

" 

(1967). 
Population 15~,000 (J467),; ~¥ p'er ·_cent Negro 

. _. 
·~ ir • . .-,a.,. • • • .... ~ 

The· general racial condition .·in Paterson, accordillg 
to Mayor Lawrence. Krame,r.,./is ·considered good. However, the 
absence of poverty funds from the federal Goverl"..ment for 
recreation during the·· summer months might, he feels, result 
in trouble during this peri<;,>d. · ·· · '!-

t . 

· Mrs. Susan Herzog, President of the Board of 
Directors of the Paterson Task Force, an antipoverty agency, 
states she doe~ not believe racial tension exists to any 
great extent at the ~resent time but. that ihere is a · 
·potential within the Negro co~~unity that can burst into the 
open at anymoment. As an example, she points out that any 
unnecessary force used by a policeman in.making an arrest 
of a Negro can trigger .. racial violence. She also .. feels that 
it is a mistake on the part of the Federal Government not to 
supply funds for sunruer recreation and supervision of youth ·, 
groups. Mrs. Herzog accuses the general news media and 
their handling pf r;:a.cial discussions by. Martin Luther King 
and Stokely Carmichael of creating. tension within the 
Negro community. · 

·. The Very Reverend Vincent E. ·Puma, pastor of 
Our Lady of·Victories Roman Catholic Church, also feels 
that the Federal Government errs in holding back money for 
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swnmer recreation programs, .because idle youth on street 
corners cause problems. Monsignor Puma advised that the 
churches and synagogues are attempting to relieve the · 
situation during the summer months by organizing a 
recr~ational and teaching campaign which wi~l be financed 
through donations. ,, 

. \ .. 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Population 2,042,000 (1967); 31 per cent Negro 
(1967). .. 

• • 
Municipal leaders and other knowledgeable 

observers generally.agree ·that although there is less 
likelihood ··of· racial violence this· year than in recent 
yea.rs, the potential for. violence is ever present. 
Philadelphia Poli,::,;o Lieutenant George Fencl, of the Civil 
Disobedience Unit, states;that racial tensions are 
probably lower than at any tim~sinc~ the riot of 
August, 1964. ·· \ ~.~ · , ·'·•!. 

·~ .)~ 
.~, •••• ~ ."<#<.", • • ......... 

Phillip Savage ,.·,Tri-State Area Director of the 
NAACP, says be has no specific in.formation concerning 
possible rac"ial distur,bances this surimler. He believes 

. substandard housing and unemplo~ent of· unskilled workers . . . . v 
might lead to frustration and tension during the. hot 
summer months and could trigger violence •. He also f~els 
that· unnecessary force by Police officers in making 2rrests 
could cau~e violent reactions. In support of this con­
tention., it i~ stated in a recently published report by 
the Committee on Community Tensions of the Fellowship 
Commission that mistreatment of citizens by police is. more 
likely to set off ~ajor distrirbances than any other single 
factor. · 

This reporb·named the following areasas tension 
points in Philadelphia with the greatest potential for 
racial outbreak~: (1) Kensington~ (2) North Central 
Philadelphia, {3} Hawthorne Housing Project in South 
Philadelphia, (4) 36th a~d Filbert St.reets in tlest 
Philadelphia, (5):30th and Tasker St~eets in South. 
Philadelphia, {6) East Falls ·in Northwest Philadelphia, 
and (7) 19th ~nd Green Streets in North" Philadelphia. 
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Pittsburgh 2 Penns.y~vania 

(1969). 
Population 604,332 (1960); 17 per cent Negro 

Police and pity officials descri.be the _general 
racial conditions in Pittsburgh as ·good and. say that.·· 
racial issues actually have not received muchsupport from 
the Negro community. Pittsburgh is· peculiar in that 1 t . 
has five wi .. del;y aepar!lted Negro areas and a .lack of concern.· · 

. by one Negro community as to what occurs in the others. 
When Sto~elyCarmichael sP-oke in Pittsburgh in March, 1967, 
he commented that there were no·real racial issuea.inthat. 
city. ..-

The confi(<nsus of ci tv officials is that the . 
potential for vioJence ·in iPi ttsburgb appears to be very 
small. However, there is al'\'Jays thEi ·po~~~ibi·li ty that an 
incident can clave lop i~to vio~epce 1 . ];her. also· point out 
that outside racial ngi_1;:at~r.s ... are .. not· kncmn to be working 
in Pittsburgh and that the'previously mentioned visit by 
Carmichael was an isolated a~fair. 

Rochester, New York 

(1964). 

. . 'It 

Population 305,84,9 (1964); 1~ per cent Neg:ro 

The prevalent feeling in Rochester is .that there 
. is a defi'.ai te j:)otE:mtial for ral.!i:al violence-. An infor~,n.ed 
so:urce "can just sense something is wrong in the Negro 
conmnini ty; however, it would be impossible to predict an 
exact date when a race riot might erupt." 

A police official snys that there is no indica­
tion that a racial disturbance is imminent. He feels, 
however, the potential is greater than it was last year. 
La.ploia Ashford, Executive Director of the Rochester 
Urban League, is presently concerned about the. tension 
and apprehension in the Negro and t-he white communities. 

Another ~nf~rmed source has ~aid that ~he 
potential for violence in Rochester is at an all-time 
high. Ue cites the principal causes to be substandard 
housing and the high cost of living. 
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One clergyman regards the racial situation in 
Rochester as tense. There are, he points out, several 
small groups o.f Negro young men who are militant and 
restless and who want FIGHT (Freedom, Integration, God, 
Honor-- Today), a local militant civil rights organiza­
tion, to speak out and take more positive action in 
demanding an improveHaent in Negro conditions. 

' 

According to a city official, the general 
apprehension about the likelihood of racial violence 
is based on.the foll~ing factors: (1) a prediction of 
a "long, pot summer" by the Director of FIGHT; (2) failure 
by local, state, and Federal agencies to improve housing, 
recreation~! facilities, and sanitation procedures in 
Negro areas: and (3) congregation .of Negro youths on city 
streets. 

FIGHT, which was'fo~ed in.Rocheste~ in 1965 
under contract with Saul Aliriskt's In6ustrial Areas 
Foundation, is presently unde:r.~ ~1he J..e~der~hfp of the 
Reverend Franklin Delano;Ropsevel~ Florence, a Negro 
minister. · - , .:· · 

,~ . 

The~ purpose o.f_-!FIGHT is to eradicate slum 
ghetto areas and school:.segregatio!l and to provide jobs 
for unemployed Negroes. In September, 1966, FIGIIT ~ 
approached the largest employer in Rochester--the Eastman 
Kodak Comp~ny--and demanded that company to hire and 
train 600 h·ard-core unemployed Negroes. An Assistant 
Vice Prest.'dent ,designated to hold talks with FIGHT signed 
a document pertaining· to these demands in December, 1966, 
but Kodak later repudiated the agreement as unauthorized. 
The company explained that it could not deal on an issue 
with one racial group to the exclusion of any other and 
it would not commit itself to a speci.fic number of persons 
it would employ at any given time. The struggle between 
FIGHT and Kodak continues, with the issues still unresolved. 

Saul Alinsky, Executive Director of IAF and the 
guiding force behind FIGHT, has been described by a former 
Vice-President of FIGHT as a master ·of the itgnme of confi­
dence with a play on words, in that he will twist every 
racial situation to fit his own needs and to further his 
image." 
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FIGHT Director Florence has been characterized 
as "power hungry" and insincere. A tactic he employs 
frequently is to start a rumor of potentia-l violence, which 
creates unrest amon~ both Negroes and whites. Through 
unreasonable demands ·.and threats, which are widely publicized 
iit the news media, he has inflamed the poorly educated 
Negroes,and they are ready to react against any seemingly 
aggressive police action. Because of his insincerity and 
unorthodox .. tactics, F.lorence is considered a dangerous 
racial l~ader. • 

~lorence and 600 demonstrators disrupted the 
annual stockholders' meeting of the Eastman Koda!t Company, 
which was held in Flemington, New Jersey, late in 
April, 1967. In an effort to mako KodaK a~cept FIGHT's 
demands, Florenc&,shouted; "If Eastman Kodak wants war, 
it's war they'll have." He safd .he planned to meet with 
civil rights leaders, includihgtstokeity Carmichael, to 
plan a demonstration in·,;Rochester"'on July 24, the third 
anniversary of the city~s-hug~ riQt. ~ 

., .: 

Washington, n. C. 

(1965). 
Population 802,000 (1965); 63 per cent Negrb 

The Nation's Capital has a higher percentage 
of Negroe~ tha~ any other major city in the United States. 
Moreover, in 1965, Negroes in Washington public schools 
constituted 90 per cent of the total enrollment. 

Opinions as to the potential for racial 
disturbances in Washington, D. C., during the Summer of 
1967, are almost as nu~erous and varied as the number 
of persons intervie~ed. Most would agree, however, that 
an isolated incident could develop trouble. Because the 
city bas a huge Negro population, many ?f whose opinions 
do not vary significantly from those of their kinsmen in 
other large cities, the following c.omments concerning the 
underlying causes of Negro discontent which leads to 
disturbances are enumerated: 
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1. Bitterness and resentMent among Negroes 
coae as l'k result of being the oppressed underdog for 
too long a period. 

2. Negro,):'OUngsters must be given something 
to do to keep them op~ of trouble. 

3. 
tbey will be 
fun in their 
violence. " 

~ 

If young Negroes can obtain employment, 
able to acquire dignity, buy clothing, have 
spare time,_ and :forget about riots and 

4 •. There are not sufficient summertime jobs 
nnd not enQugh recreational facilities and programs to 
keep young Negroes occupied during summer vacation 
periods~ 

; . 

5. Housing 1$ ina~eqp.ate.·. During the surr.mer 
months, Negro faxdlies. cannot\ ~;tay. in_ .orl~-room apartments 
where they have been con-fined all wi.n·'ter., The construc­
tion· of high-rise, expe·nsive· apar-tments forces Negroes 
into an overcrowded environment.~·· Landlords exploit 
Negroes through high r~~t·ana inadequate facilities. 

/ 

"' 6. Schools in Negro communities are over-
crowded and inferior by comparison with those found i:n 
white nef$hborhoods. ~- · · 

7. Negroes feel that white police officers 
treat them as \secoud .... clnss citizens and maJ:::e ther!l the 
target of their racial prejudice. The use ·o.f "triggsr" 
words, such as "boy" and "nigger," results in disrespect 
for and hostility toward the police. Some in the Negro 
ghettos look upon all po~icemen, white and Negro, as the 
enemy. ~ 

8. The shift ~ade by Martin Luther King to 
wholehearted support for those protesting United States 
participation in the war in Vietnam and his exhortation 
to boycott the draft may have far-reaching effects, 
especially on those facing military service. 
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9.. Adam. Clayton Powell. is still regarded as _ · 
an idol and is.tbe favorite of Negroes everywhere •. 
Negroes believe that Powell's troubles with Congress: 
.stemmed from hia Negro ancestry. Thus, he is supported 
regardless Q:f his.~aults. If he is denied hia,sent in 

· Congress, some fot,n·. of trouble ·can be expected. 

10. There is a strong undercurrent of anti­
Semitism deve~oping in the Negro community, because many 
merchants and landlords in the Negro co~unities are 
Jows. .. · · · . 

~11._ Among Negroes, there is ~be same rift 
between t,pe younger generation and the parent generation 
that exists among other ethnic groups. 

12. The vast majority of.the. Negro population does 
A '*' . , . . not feel that disturbances,· 'ri'Ots, and.~.mob action advance 

the cause of the NegrQ. . \ ~~ · .l :,( .- • • • 

.·.:; -· .. -~--: ....... --~ 
. Concerning conditions peculiar to Washington, D. c .• 

the city· is .largely depe~dent upon Congress for funds. 
In April,. 19.67, 'Waltelj ;N• Tobriner, a District of Colu.I.'lbia 
Commissioner, warned Congress tha-t disorders are likely 
to occur this summer unless funds for recreation programs 
are approved. 

• 'In mid-April,. the Reverend H. Albion Ferrell,· 
District Parole Board.Chairman, said that much social 
and economic llelp is &leeded in Washington and that 
"swimming pools and the things SVili'U:i2ing pools 1•ep1'eSent n 

will not be enough to maintain peace. · 

On May 10, 1967, Vice President Hubert Humphrey 
announced that Washington should have 15 new swinming 
pools completed by.mid-July. On the same day, Secretary 
of Labor fl •. \Villard Wirtz announced that $5,400,000 would. 
be spent on a progra.-n, beginnin·g in J.une, to pro vi de jobs 
or training for 4,000 Washingtonians. · 

In :aid-May, 1967,-Stokely Carmichael, .who 
graduated from Howard University in Washington 11 D. c., in 
1964,. ru'lnounced his plans to work as SNCC Field Secretary 
in the Nation's Capital this summer. He called for a 
rnassi ve .·"resistance movernent". by young people to end the· 
war in Vietnam. 

-·2o-

.. ~· . 

___ · --

1'' - .. 



Howard is primarily a Negro university •. On . 
March 21, 1967, ·selective Service Director ~wis B .. Hershey 
was booed from a platform at the university by antidraft 
protesters. A series of subsequent demonstrations led to 
the issuing of an qr~er on May 5, 1967, by Howard President. 
Jaaes M. Nabri·t plaping an administration' veto over the 
time and place of demonstrations and.banning unofficial 
press conferences. The order met with immediate defiance 
froa the Black Power Committee, which held a. cs~pus 
demonstration. and a., press conference hours after the \new 
rules weTe announced.· 

'One· source states that tensions are created by 
the "rabbl'E$-rousing" speeches by so-called Negro leaders, 
such as Carmichael, Marion Barry, and Julius Hobson. 
Barry was formerly SlfCC ·Director in. Wash-ington. · Hobso:u, an 
extremist, is Ch~irman of the ~istri9t of Columbia chapter 
of Associ a ted Community Tea:ms StaCT). ••t 

\ '~ ' :tl, 

This source s:trat~s "'t:hat'"these so-called lead.ers 
frequently acctiae the local polic~ of brutality, but 
investigation usually disproves -the accusation. ·Another 
source pointe-d out that;Barry and Lester McKinnie, SNCC 
Director in Washington; were atte~pting to provoke a 
situation when they were arrested recently after walk~ng 
against a red traffic ligHt~ While real problems 
involving•the attitude of the police toward Negroes do 
exist, the.aource adda, Barry needs issues to keep the 
SNCC organization sl:i ve.. The fact· t.ha t .Barry had to . 
attempt to provoke ari. incident, th.is source. concludes, · 
reflects an improvement in the police imagee 

Police officials and others indicate that a 
contributing factor of racial tension in Washington is 
irresponsible coverage ~given to all racial incidents 
or incid~nts with racial overtones by local newspapers 
and radio and television stations. It is said that radical 
and exaggerated statements are given public1ty, without 
any attempt to clarify or refute these grossly biased 
remarks. Si'cple and honest reporting, it is felt, would 
do much.to lower the general temper of the public~ Similar 
co:mnents are made about the national television covernge 
given to nntiaruainistrntion statements by persons such 
as King, Carmichael, and Cassius Clay~ · 
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A member of the Citizens Adviaory Council 
condemns SNCC for displaying in its Washington office 
windows posters of a white policeman shouting "Nigger 
S.,O.B." and pictures of lynchings. According 
to this source, SNCC's exhortation to "Stop Police 
Brutality" is nothi'ng short of hatred and, an incitement 
to riot. · 

The fatal shooting of a 19-year-old Negro with 
a lengthy 11rrest recQrd by a Washington policeman on 
May 1, lp67, has preCipitated protest on the part of 
some Negroes. These Negroes threaten civil violence if 
the District -commissioners do not sponsor a "citizen, 
investigation" of the shooting. 

. •·. 

", .: 
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RACIAL VIOLENCE POTENTIAL IN THE MIDWEST 

Akron, Ohio I' 

1\ .. 
Population 300,000 (1967); 18 per cent Negro (1967). 

Chief Harry Whiddon of the Akron Police Department 
sees the r~cial clima~e ·in Akron as vastly, improved over last 
year. H~ reports that the improved situation has resulted 
from Mayor John Ballard's competent handling of racial 
matters and the. steps taken by the Police Department to 
promote be.t'ter relations with minority groups which previously 
exhibited keen resentment toward law enforceiJlent officers .. 

HoweverA, Chief lYhiddon anq other knowledgeable 
observers advise that the potential for ;,,;racial violence in 
Akron is difficult to evaluate:\rfcir, tt'J.p primary reasons: 
first, there is an unprJtlii.!;;ta.ble element composed of Neg~o 
youths who are unorgani~ed~ undisciplined 1 and completely 
lacking in respect for la1 and O!der; .aecond, there is the 
possible influence of 9~tsiders who want to cause disruption 
for their own purposes-~· Either oft these two elements can 

·fan a spontaneous incident into a full-scale riot. \!' 

Benton Harbor, Michigan 

Benton Harbor and adjoining Benton Township have a 
combined 'population of 45,ooo·, ofwhic..lt 25 peL· cent is. Kegro. 

Racial conditions in the area are described by 
local leaders as fairly satisfactory at the present time, 
although there is a prevalent uneasy feeling among both 
races that the peace is temporary. Civic committees, 
composed of both whites and Negroes, are apparently able to 
settle racial differences amicably. The area is said to be 
completely integrated, but civil rights groups claim that 
housing discrimination still exists. · 

Officials of the Benton Harbor Police Department 
and the Benton Township Police Department and other informed 

'sources feel that future racial violence in the area is 
unlikely, but if it does occur it will be sparked by a 
spontaneous, unforeseen event and will begin among the younger 
Negroe~who are manifesting a growing belligerence. 
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Chicago, Illinois 

(1966). 
Population 3,466,000 (1966); 25 per cent Negro 

While the P,P~ential·for racial disorder in Chicago 
continues to exist, i•t · is no greater than it was in 1966 
because intensive and extensive efforts are being made to 
extend social justice to areas largely inhabited by minority 
groups. Nevertpeless, it. is recognized that a relatively 
minor incident can rap:tdly evolve into a major disorder &nd 
that actiobs by certain groups or individuals can alter the 
racial picture.significantly overnight • 

.... 
Unfortunately, there is a very real potential for 

a major distur.bance within low-income, Negro neighborhoods .. 
Prominent a~ong these are: ; (1) the near west side of 
Chicago's Loop, (2} North Lawndale, (3) the east and west 
Garfield Parle: cmr..muni tie13, and \ ~) · s,everat areas on Chicago's 
south side, such as Englewood,. .... In ... add.:ltion, there is the 
Puerto Rican community on'Ctitcago~s nor1;h aide, where 
disturbances occurred in June, 1966. 

.... . .-:'/ 

The major disorders in Cb~cago over the past 
several years have generally taken place within the covfiries 
of the areas listed aboveo .However, the open-housing . 
marches during the Summer of'l966 resulted in disturbances 
in all-white residential neighborhoods located primarily 
in the southwest and northwest sections of .the cityo 

The impact of the presence in Chicago of 
Martin Luther King and other lenders of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) was somewhat liDited during the 
early Summer of 1966. Ultimately, the Chicago Freedom 
Movement (CFM), dominated by the SCLC, initiated a program 
of open-occupancy marches into all-white areas known for 
their ani~osity toward Negroes. The marches escalated in 
intensity until August, when the city obtained an injunction 
limiting the number of rnarchers 1 setting.the time for Barches, 
and imposing other restrictions. Soon thereafter, a so-called 
"surruni t conference," which included Mayor Richard J. Daley, 
King, CFM representatives, and others, reached certain 
agreements and temporarily defused the open~housing issue. 
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.. 
However, these agreements were not npproved in r.ll 

respects by the more militant wings of the CFH and other. 
civil rights organizations. More or less in protest, they 
organized open-housing marches into the western suburb of 
Cicero· in September. ;, These xaarches resulted in isola ted 
incidents of. violence~ necessitated the calling .out of tbe 
Illinois National Guard to pl~eserve order, and served to 
aggravate the prevalent anti.-·Negro antagonism for which 
Cicero is well known. 

Vithin the past several months, charges have been 
leveled by segments of the local civil rights move~ent, 
pri~arily the CFM, that city agencies party to the August, 
1966, agreements were not honoring their obligations. 
These charges led to a flurry of publicity on co1ments by 
King and Reverend Andrew Yoqng, SCLC E~tecu'ti·ve Director, 
th~ t it Bay be necessary to reQew. l:!arc~_es _and demonstrations 
which would ~ake the 1966 Jtlarche~ '!pale by-l,comparison." In 
early April, 1967, Uayor·Daley kthted that the violators of 
the August, 1966, injunct.;I,OJ;ly.w~ld be arrested and law and 
order would prevail. Additionally., ·Cook. County Sheriff 
Joeeph ffoods stated that v~olence would not be tolerated in 
suburban Cook County this_;su.mmer. Thus, the original 
charges had the net effect of barde~ing attitudes and 
causing a loss of communication between civil rights ~ 
advocates and local governmen~. 

A growing problem is the activity of "black[power" 
advocatr;!o, -who intlama enotions; inflate minor incidents, 
such as police matters; out of perspective; and n.ttempt to 
destroy confidence in lav enforcement agencies. 

Certain organizations pre~ent a similar problem 
even though the v~st Dajority of Chicago's Negro citizens 
have turned their backs on such groups. Among theae groups 
nre the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC), Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ), and 
Associated Co~unity Teams (ACT). The DD;J", with an estimated 
membership of seven, advocates arms for the defense of 
Negroeso AC~ nnd m~cc are nilitant c~vil rights groups. 
Chicago meBbers of ACT associate \?ith a "black power" group. 
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An individual worthy of mention is nationally 
kno~n entertainer Dick Gregory, who ran for mayor of Chicago 
as an independent write-in candidate in March, 1967. He has 
led numerous civil rights demonstrations in Chicago and 
elsewhere and has been arrested in connection with this 
activity for disorderl.rY. conduct, resisting arrest, and the 
like. Gregory is con$idered a "maverick" who does not lend 
exclusive support to any civil rights group and participates 
in activities which appeal to him personally. · 

Although·a large nuDber of Negro families have 
found home$ in previously all-white communi t'ies without 
incident, t~e ppssibility of violence resulting from future 
move-ins can~ot be ignored. 

~ ' 

tn the white communities, there are counterparts 
of the Negro nationalist grpupsu Prominent ~mong these 
minority exclusion~groups is O~eration Crescent {OC). It is 
reportedly a combination of s · "1~ orga!l"".zations in white 
neighborhoods. The OC, wl.!ich i "'oppos~~ to opon housing 
and forced integration, such. as in-,.the public schools, has 
said that it will sponsor counterdemonstrations against civil 
~ights marche~ in white n~jghborboods. Primarily, OC represents 
neighborhoods forming a •_cf-escent running from Chicago's 
southwest side, through-near-west suburbst to Chicago's 
northwest side. 

At the present time, there are no specific situa­
tions in Chicago which contain the immediate potential for an 
outbreak. of rac,ial violence. It is realized, however, that 
disturbances or violence can occur at any timeo The low­
income, high-population-density, slum areas of_ Chicago's 
south and west sides must be considered tense and volatile. 
Residents of these neighborhoods, with particular emphasis 
on Lawndale and Garfield Park, feel that there has been no 
improvement in city services and facilities since last 
summer. In many instances, the police are regarded as the 
enemy in these neighborhoods. Inhabitants of these areas 
are also convinced that local merchants, particularly white 
merchants, charge prices that are h~gher than those in white 
neighborhoods. 

The Negro community feels that violence and 
disturbances will occur again, particularly in the Lawndale 
area, and the only question in the minds of most residents 
of these areas is what type of incident will set them off. 
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Cicero-Berwyn, Illinois 

The adjacent communities of Cicero and Berwyn have 
a combined all-white population of 128,000. P~rt of Cicero 
borders directly on Chicago's west side Negro slu~ areas, 
and this boundary h.,~ long represented an invisible line, 
beyond which Chicag¢'s slum areas have ne11er extended., 

Superintendent of Police Joseph Barloga of Cicero 
feels that the Cicero-Berwyn area is of·particular concern 
because of•the publicJ.y'acknowledged anti-Negro sentiment 
prevalent in these ali-white communities, the past exclusion 
of Negroes, and the disturbance which took place in September, 
1966, on t~e occasion of an open-hous.ing march by Negro 
civil rigb~s militants from Chicago into the area. This 
·disturbance resulted in the arrest of some 40 persons. 
Ant'--Negro sentiment has ~;Peen compounded' by the formation 
of so-called property owners!. g:roups 1 the majority of which 
are strongly opposed to open ,h~JlBing •. . :rh Superintendent 
Barloga's opinion, if t~.ero is"a Negrb l:!ove-in or a civil 
rights march into Cicera d~ri1:J.g the Summer of 1967--as has 
been threatened by Martin Luthe~ King-•violence will be 

. abaost a certainty. · ..,• 
• ;1'' 

Cincinnati, Ohio 

Population 500,329 (1966); 24 per cent Negro (1966). 

Public and police officials and inforEed observers· 
report tlw.t, in, gencr~l, racial condition~ are good in Cincinnati. 
Chief of Police Jacob Schott says that because the Negro 
community is widely dispersed and the City Council provider.; 
a forum for leaders of protest groups to set forth their 
views, there is less possibility of violence in Cincinnati 
than in other large cities. In addition, a Police-Co~unity 

,~.· 

Relations Bureau has recently been formed by the Police 
Department to expand the activities of district-level 
coL~~ittees whose function is to promote greater harEony 
between the police and the Negro co:mmu~ity .. 

These officials say that"the potential for.racial 
violence is present if someone triggers it or if an outsider 
such as Stokely Carmichael is able to precipitate a disturbance,. 
Public Safety Director Henry Sandman notes a possible tension 
point could be the rising rate of une~ployment among Negro 
teen•agers and young adults, especially in connection ~ith 
the diocriminatory hiring policies of the building trade 
unions. 
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.Cleveland, Ohio 

Population 810,858 (1965); 33 per cent Negro 
(1965). 

Local police officials, responsible civil,righta 
repreBe:ntative·s, civfc·.leaders, ·and knowledgeable observers 
indicate that there fs no reason to expect full ... scale · 

·rioting in Cleveland this summer such as occurred in·the 
Bough area in July, 1966. ·All expect sporadic incidents to. 
take place t.hroughout ~he East ·Side, such as rock throwing, 
fire bombi.ng, and·v:andlirlism practiced by teen-age Negro 
hoodlums an~ r~stless,jobless youth. · 

A . . , 

Sergeant John J. Ungvary, Coordinator of Racial 
Matters for the Cleveland. Police Department, believes the . 
racial climate has itriJ;.roved :rece':ltly as a. reBult of efforts 
·by the Municipal Ool:lliluni ty 1 Re~ations Board, articles in the 
local Negro newspaper, and actions of· arq:~r1sed responsible 
citizens against. the hoodlums ~ho ·h~veHbeEim creating. terror 
in the streets of the }iE:!.gi"<:\.ghetto~. · · 

, .: 

In June, 1966, s~everal 'disturbances occu1•red in the 
vicinity of the Jomo ''F;:-~edom~' Kenyatta (JFK) House, privately 
operated community center .which was a hangout for teen-age 
hoodlums and black n-ationalists from the time it opened in 
1964. Negro youths threw rQcks at cars and store windows, 
tossed five. bombs, and destroyed one supermarket by. fireo 
Thereafter,· the Police Department, which. considered this 
center the N'n.mqer One potential trouble spot 'for organized 
racial violence, closed the JFK Hocse for s-ardtation re;isons 
and building-code violations. · 

There have been no major disturbances in Cleveland 
since the widespr~ad rioting of July 18-21, 1966, which 
resulted in four deaths, $500,000 damage, and 252 arrests. 
However,incidents have occurred, such as one in April, 1967, 
when si::;: Negro youths burned dot'IU a school in the heart of 
the Negro cor:.nunity, causing damage of $250,000. Later that 
month, a rowdy group of Negro t~en-agers .threw rocks and 
bottles at automobiles and store .windows and looted business 
establishments. 
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. .In the Spring of 1967, Fred A. Evans, a Negro, who 
likes to be called "Alman" and is a self-claimed astrology 
expert, predicted that May 9, 1967, would signal the 
outbreak of hostilities between the United States and 
Red China and voul,~· .be the beginning of a general uprising 
by Negroes everywlu~re. Actually, "Ahmentt is the leader of 
a small group--nbout 100--·of black nationalist extre!lists 
known as the United Black. Brotherhood (UBB), which is the 
successor to the JFK House. According to police, most 
members of the UBB do not have any real understanding of 
the blaqk nationalist philosophy and are primarily a group 
of lawless youths-who are now using the black nationalist 
slogans as a·cloak for their criminal .conduct. 

Early in May, 1961, CORE announced that it had 
pick.f:!d Cleveland as a "ta:rget city" for· "an extensi ,~e 
program for the Negro comnun,ity." .A week later, 
Hartin Luthe·r King announced· 1jha.t tlie c1. ty had been 
selected for organized civil'ilights action this summer. 
He said his Southern Ch,.ri.s.tifln Leadership Conference 
would start a program in.June similarto programs begun 
in Chicago, Louisville, and·Grenada, Mis~issippi. King 
termed ClevEtland a "teem'ing cauldron of hostili tye" 

Dayton, Ohio 

• ,Population 270,000 (1967); 22 per cent Negro 
(1967). 

I 

Officials'of local civil rights groups and the 
Dayton Poli.ce Department agree that racial conditions in 
that city appear to be very good.· According to Mrs. !Uley o .. 

. Williamson, Secretary of the Dayton chapter of the NAACP, 
racial antagonism which could result in violence does not 
exist. Clair w. Martz, Acting Chief of Police in Dayton, 
admits that a spontaneous eruption could occur over a 
relatively minor incident, but to his lcnowledge organized 
violence is not in the offing. 

Detroit, Michigan 

(1965). 
Population 1,640,000 (1966); 35 per cent Negro 
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Informed sources have given a favorable general 
picture of the overall'racial situation in Detroit. Seriou~ 
collabor~tive efforts by dedicated le~ders of bot~ races 
appear to have produced comparatively successful results, 
with great strides being made to establish a peaceful 
equilibrium betweent~~ white and Negro people. 

·Highly placed law enforcement officials indicate· 
that they know of no existing situations that.night trigger 
racial violence. They very cautiously added that the same 
si tua t·ion existed last ·ye'ar and yet riot~ did occur. All 
concede th~t if _these riots break out agidn this year, they 
will undoubted~y repeat the pattern of 1966; that is, they 
will emanate .. from exclusively Negro districts wb.ich have high 

' . ~ ' ' . . 
concentrations of loitering teen-agers, violent crime, and 

· all-rot·.nd lawlessness. · 
i 

· .· Officials agree that. they do not feel violence.· 
will occur, but.if it does, it ~fll probably stem from. some 
minor inc.i.d0nt like the 'iJ3suanbe· of }a ·'bra.f.fic ci ta ti.on ozo 
sone equally minor charge i~vo~ving residents of the Negro 
districts. , .: _,. 

~ .? . .·· 
Responsible N$gro citizens who have firsthand 

knowledge of conditions in these,dfstricts believe that rnclal· 
violence will occur· .this summer in these areas.. They tbaae 
their judgment on the rather large concentration of Nation cf 
Islas members, whose pro-Negro and antiwhite propa.ganda 

·incites Negro youths to crime and violence; on the id~as of 
"black po~er" implanted by the visits of Stokely Carnichacl 
to the Detroit area during the past year; and by '\:he-gew~ral 
conditions in these Negro districts described as harboring · f 
smoldering hostility which lends itself to s.udden racial 
incidents, particularly during the hot, summer months .. 

l-

East St. Louis, Illinois 

Population 85,000 (1967J; 55 per cent Negro (1967)o 

Police officials, local civic'leaders, and representa­
tives of civil rights organizations·indicate ~hat the prospects 
for racial peace in East St. Louis during.the'summer months 
appear to be very good' and~ barring some unforese~n- incident, 
no racial violerice is expected. It is generally believed / 
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.that the greatest potential for racial violence would co;ae 
.:frcm minor :flare-ups on construction jobs caused by the 
difficulties encountered by Negroes in attet.£lpting to join 
labor UlliOIUiJ o 

Accordingj\to Billy Jones, attorney for the .local 
chapter of the NAACP, the only person 't'Jho might t:r.y to fo:~:1ant 
a disturbance is Homer Randolph,· ChairP'mn of the East St .. Louis 

· branch of CORE, and ha has no genuine' issue for which to fight. 
·John Mo Kir~patrick, ~eader of the East St.·Louiri Human 
Relation!j Cortll'l.'lission, •stated that probably· the r.~st .opportune 
tim~ for violence there· had passed; thst was, ;::;hen Stokely 
Carmichael\ spoke at a local all-negro hit.::h achool in April, 

. 1967, and e'n.lled for the exercise of' "blacis: po .. r.a1" o" The 
audience did not indicate· any tendency .to follow his advice • 

. Flint, Uichigan ..... . IJ . ,, • 

Population 200,000 (!967); '1'!22~'· pe~ cent Iiegro (1967) • 
... ; .............. ..- ·:,._. . ' 

It is the opihiob of responsible civic leaders 
that Flint~ whose Mayor iJ.l a. Negr-o, has little racial 
tension that~cannot be.~ttled through established channels 
of comaunication. The/city has a .Aligb employment rate and 
1a considered to be fully integrated,.with the poasiltle 
exception of a few elementa~y schools in predo~innntfy 
white are~s. A Comnunity Relations Bureau, est~blished by 
the Flint Police Department and composed of responslbleUegro 
and whit~ leadpra representing civic, law enforce~ent, Negro, 
and :church groups, meets monthly ~:ad irons out prcble:as <t>f 
concern to the community • 

. Although it appears to be the consenous that racial 
tension is minimal~ there are some who view the situation 
in. a different light. ~A national NAACP leader recently 
spoke in Flint and described the' city as a "Jim Crou town:' 
contending that housing and the educational system remain 
segregnted. The President of the Flint .NAACP, Edgar·Holt, 
is cbnoidered extremely militant, has participated in 
picketing demonstrations, and ia p~esently considering economic 
boycotta to enforce open-housing legislation. 
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Chief of Police Gerald Lyons deacrib.es two 
situations which could activate a definite violence potential: 
forcible arrests in a predominantly Negro area and a . 
prolonged strike at the General Motors plant with resultant 
unemployment. 

Gary, Indiana 
' 

Population 182,500 (1960); 55 per cent Negro 
·(1967). .. 

• 
tDe facto segregated housing is currently the most 

volatile an9 t~e moat potentially dangerous and explosive 
issue in Gary. Negro leaders predict that if ·events tnl~e 
their natural course, .the entire city will eventually become 
a Negro ghetto surrounded by a white wall-of suburbia. The 
Omnibus Civil Rights.Bill and the Open Occupancy Ordinance 
were passed in 1965, and :Mayor·· Aa Martin ~~tz created the 
Gary Human Relations Com~issioq ~o e,nfqrce .·open occupnncy .. 
However, an injunction has- de:}.g,ye<L.the enforcement of open 

· occupancy and has caused <res·~ntment· among Negroes, who now 
.threaten to take direct. actio~. , 

4,. I ./' 

Uembers of an e~tremely m~litant youth group called 
Students for a Democratic Society have injected the~se!ves 
into slum clearance by form~ng an organization known as the 
Freedom Union for Slum Eradication (FUSE). FUSE, a direct 
action grou~, has been criticized by some Negro leaders for 
playing on the emotions of the Negro people by raising 
unfounded and re'Ckle:seL charges agEJ.inst communi tlr poverty, 
and slum-clearance programs. A number of FUSE representatives 
are said to be arrogant and hostile. toward authority of any 
ltind .. 

Police and oth~r city officials and civil rights 
leaders have expressed grave concern over the violence 
potential of Negro gangs--some of whose :members are in their 
20's--because of their possession of weapons and fire 
bombs. These gangs are reportedly bragging about future 
plans for violence. Overall membersh~p is estimated at 600. 
Combined, these gangs represent sections· of the entire 
midtown Negro community~ 
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In a public announcement in August, 1966, Chief of 
Police Conway c. Mullins estimated that there vrere "50,000" 
armed persons in Gary and that their possession of small 
arms constitutes a dangerous situation becnuse it facilitates 
the commission of crimea of violence. Chief Mullins 
denounced existing lax ,·g~n-control laws and advocated :much 
stricter legislation goyerning the purchase and posseasion 
of weapons. 

Gary police-community relations have also come 
under fire. ~ne·civil rights leader characterizes theae 
relations a~ "lousy," but adds that this critici~ applies to 
both white and N.egro police officers.. The crux of the 
criticism is ~hat officers are not adequately trained to 
handle people and problems that could develop into riotous 
situation&. 

Negroes ih Gary comprise a nearly sol1.ri and 
formidable voting bloc. Three"'·of• the present nine city 
Councilmen are Negroes; one of ¢~~ ·three Gary Police 
Comaissioners is a Negro;.;;""ai;Ls:;l-tbe Lp.ke .i'County CoJ. .. oner, a 
Negro, resides in Gary. All of·the·city's eight high schools 
have soae riegno pupils. 

I .:// 
.£ 

This Negro voting power V(JlS clearly evident in the 
.. recent victory of Richard G. Hatcher, 33-year-old Negro 

Councilmanrat-la.rge, who won the Democratic nominatiol\. for 
Mayor of Gary in the primary election on May 2, 1967, over 
the inc,.tmpent, Mayor Katz. The campaign was conducted on 
an extremely Bitter .level and has·undoubtedly left scars 
among Negroes and whites. Katz, for exampl~, called Hatcher 
a "radicn 1, extremist, and an advocate of black power. ',' One 
of Hatcher's main supporters is alleged to have asserted 
that '~e should use whatever methods possiblel including 
violence, in order to meet our goals." It is feared that any 
friction over voter registration or almost any incident 
during the forthcoming election campaign could possibly 
spark violenceo Hatcher is generally conceded to stand 
a good chance of being elected. 

Harvey-Dix1:1oor 

Harvey has a population of 25, OOOt of which 28 per 
cent is Negro. The Negro community is located directly 
opposite Dixmoor, which has a population of 6,000, 60 per cent 
being Negro. 
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During the Summers of 1964, 1965, nnd 1966, the 
Harvey-Di~oor area was the scene of riots revolving.around 

·ft. liquor store and a television store. A police officer wara 
shot in the chest during the 1966 disturbance. Since the 
Spring of 1967, po1ic~_officers, entering· the area surrounding 

. tbese stores, have be~~· heckled and, .in some instances, 
attempts have been made'to prevent them from entering. These 
incidents have been instigated by young hoodlums and youths 
who are hostile toward authority generally. Such incidents 
are not considered as civil rights situations, but the 
individual~ involved cotald conceivably create violence. 

Indianapolig, Indiana 

Population 500,000 (1967); 25 per cent Negro 
(1967). 

.. 
Informed sources do_,,not th.i,uk violence is immi'lent, 

as a in cere efforts are J:>eing m,a2~ . to rel:J,.,.if.ve conditions . 
which breed racial unrest ... · The '-'local )fAACP director and the 
police are achieving mutrtal:~··unders-tanding 'of their problems 
and are improving channels betwee'n ·Negroes and the police 
in an effort "to forest a 11-;'incidents that could spark 
violence. '/ 

Reverend Andrew J. Brown, President of the Indiana 
chapter o!f. the Southern Chr"istinn Leadership Confereu"Ce, does 

·not agree that the racial·situation has improved. :Ue contends 
that you.mg ?ie~roea, particularly~ are losing :patience and 
an. incident might ig-ui te ·the "po~Cier keg.," 

Kans~s Cit~, Uissouri 

· Kansas City, Missouri, has a population of 576 .ooo, , 
19 per cent of which is Negro, and adjacent Kansas City, Kansas, 
has a population of. 180,000, 17 per cent of which is Negro. · 

Within the past year, there have been seve~al 
demonstrations in Kansas City, Missouri, protesting alleged 
police brutality and discri~inntiou against Negroes$ These 
demonstrations were led by the Council fo1~ Un:f: ted Action (CUA), 
an organization for~cd la~t year with the help of Saul Alinsky's 
Industrial Areas Foundation {IAF). 
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The IAF keeps a Dan, Michael James Miller, in the 
city to serve as organizer and advisor for CUA. Miller, a 
graduate of the University of California, at Berkeley, has 
been active in the past in SNCC. In the Summer of 1966, he 
attended a National Youth Encaapment held by the Com.:sunist 
Party, USA, at Camp·Webatuck, Wingdale, New York. 

I ~ . 
I ' ' 

The CUA is planning economic boycotts to be held 
ill Kansas City. Responsible minority and collliDuni ty leaders 
know of no specific potential for racial violence. They 
point out that spontaneous disturbances might occur when 
allegatiqns are made df unequal or brutal treatment by 
police or when some other incident is magnified by 
!rresponsible·talk or publicity. 

Lansing, Michigan 

Population 120,034_,,.(1967);._ 11 per cent Negro 
(1967). • -~~ 

' ~,! . ; :111 ' 

·. 

Civic leaders . .fn.-::Lansing feel that the efforts 
that have been made through such'agencies as the Human 
Relati.ona Council, composJHi of prominent riegroes and whites 
in ths community, have dOne much toward keeping racinl matters. 
f1.•om beco~ing controversial issues~ It is felt that no 
militant groups exist among Lansing's Negroes and that 
community efforts being made to secure better job opportunities 
and betteu .housing and the development of recreational 
facilities for Negroes attest to the success of the 
collabora1:ivn ~:ffo.rts. of Negro leaders and city offici~ls .. 

As to the possibility of racial violence in the 
area, responsible l:ile:mbers of the Negro community feel that 
racial diaturbances ~ay occur thia summer, but if they do, 

· they ~ill be sppntaneous, unorganized reactions to some 
police enforcement matthr. 

M!l~aukee, Wisconsin 

Population 7SO,OOO (1967); 11 ·per cent Negro 
(1967) .. 

Police officials, leaders of the l'~egro community, 
and otheT infonjed sources state that there has generally 
been no change in the racial •ituation in the city during 
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the past year. It is pointed out that a large number of the 
Negroes in .Milwaukee are home owners and lj.ve in single or 
double family dwellings and there are no tenement districts. 

Some Negro leaders feel that the Police Department 
is too severe in its r~~ations with Negroes and may be 
applying a double standard in dealing with Negro and white 
citizen~. On the other hand, Chief of Polic~ Harold Breier 
contends that law and order can be maintained only through 
vigorous law enforcement. .. . 

The main worry of police is the potentially 
explosive influ~nce posed by the Milwaukee Youth Council 
(MYC) of the,.NAACP, a civil rights.group made up principally 
of juveniles under the direction of Father James E. Groppi, · 
assistati~ pastor of St. Boniface Roman Catholi6 Church. 
The headquarters of the MYC,is at Freedom House, in the heart 
of the Negro community. Father Groppi, who is white, is an 
outspoken civil rights leader. · • ·., -.. · 

\ A . -''"~· 
. - r. . '-~ • '-f~ 

· In early March,:rl9;67r thr..ee members of the MYC 
told police that Father Groppi and.members of the MYC had 
made plans for-t. the fire bo.l)lbing of a number of residences 
of public officials as g_;diversionary tactic so that members 
of the MYC could start a riot. However, police have been 
un~.ble to obtain sufficient co!"roborative information to 
prosecute father Groppi and others. • 

On May 5, 1967, Father Groppi and two members of 
the h~C were arrested. for interfering with police officers 
in the arrest of two 16-year-old boys charged with disorderly 
conduct in the vicinity of Freedom House. As a result; 'i5 
young people gathered at the scene of the arrest and threw 
rocks, which broke squad car windows. At the time of his 
arrest, Groppi allegedly shouted, "Start the riot." .. 

Since that time, police cars cruising the area 
have been pelted with stones and once a fire bomb struck the 
roof of the vehicle but did not ignite. On another occasion, 
two abandoned houses in this neighborhood were set on fire 
by a 12-year-old boy who admitted that he hangs around 
Freedom House, although he is not a member. Because of the 
provocative activities prompted by Father Groppi and members 
of the MYC, police are keeping a close watch on the immediate 
neighborhood of Freedom House. 
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On May 13, about 500 civil rights demonstrators, 
led by Father Gropp!, carched on Milvaukee's police hea.dquartera. 
to protest what they contended was police ho.rassment of . 
Negroes. Father Gropp! had been complaining of police 
harassment .. for several weeks. · .. . ' . 

Minneapolis-st. Paul~ Minnesota 

Minneapolis has a· popu·la tion of · 482, 892 ( 1960) • 
and adjacent St .. Paul )las a .. population of· ~13, 000 · (1960) ~ 
In each c~ty, Negroes comprise less than three per cent of 
the population. 

THe racial situation in Minneapolis and St. Paul 
has not chariged to any extent in recent ~onths, accord~ng 
to sourcos most familiar with raciRl conditi~~R in this 
area. There is·no known condition at this time which would 

4' . . • 

forecast racia 1 unrest or mob· vl.o~ence i~ .. these twin cities 
during the next few ltlonths. ~ -~ . .:t! 

·"' 
Muskegon, Michigan 

<,. _.-y ... ~ .Vf(' 

, . 

• 
ltuskegon has a,JJ>opula tion of 4G; 000, 15 per cent 

of which is Jiegro, and adjacent Muskegon Heights has a 
population of 21,000, of which 40 per cent is Negro. 1.'!" 

' 
~ number of informed sources in this area state 

that employment.is high; schools are both good and integrated; 
and no rncial ~ntagoniS>i1S exist at present. Civil rights 
demonstrations are pe·acei'ul and are ail:aed priiu:...trily at·· . 
better housing and fair.treatment for Negroes • 

. Although overall race rela tious in the area are 
considered good, law .enforcer2ent .officials are following with. 
some concern two _potemt'ially dangerous tr~nds·. The first is 
an increase in violent crime in the heavily populated Negro 
ar~aa, which is considered~indi~nti~e o1 a growing contempt 
for authority especially prevalent in the 16 to 20nge group, 
who attempt to screen their lawlessncss'by civil"rights 
activities.· Too, within the psst y~ar, Sheriff Marion 
Calkins bas noted a reoentment on the part of the white 

· people iu the area over this rise in crime and a definite 
.increage in requests for gun permlts nnd in the purchases of 
firearEs. Sheriff Calkins is \Vntching for evidence of 
orgnnizational activities and 1 together with cox;.u:aunity 
leader~, feels that ·there is a gro~i:ng potential for racial 
violeuca inthls area umong· irresponsible Negro youthse 
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Omaha, Nebraska 

(1967). 
Population 385,000 (1967); .8 per cent_ Negro 

. . 
In July, :4.rigust, and September, ·1966, and :Uarch and 

April, 1967, there were serious incidents of racial violence 
in the Negro district of Omaha. All of these occurred 
spontaneously and itwolved primarily Negro youths under 25 
years of age •. It was.necessary to call upon the National 
Guard to.,stop the widelspread vandalism and looting that 
occurred in July, 1966. Two of these incidents follo"i'ed 
necessary police action in the Negro district; one resulted 
from strong"feelings aroused by the suicide of an incarcerated 
Negro youth; and the other was considered a continuation 
of teeu-age fights at a lo.cal :..·ecreational center. 

' 
~ . . 

· Informed sources con der the present situation 
tense and rate the poss·ibili ty racial violence "quite 
high" due to the ill feeii11g·ereated by past incidents and 
to the rapidity with which ·1:~egro youths respond to the 
leadership of militant ma}contents who are not associated 
with any civi~ rights g~~ups. Informed sources agree that 
communications between 'law enforcei!lent and city officials 
are open but are not as good as they were a year ago.~ 

~he prevailing mood in the city is one of i~patience. 
Statements that the city will tolerate no more violence are 
creatin~ R::"eat~ ho,F;tili ty and tension •.. liegro leaders ,a:r.e 
criticizing the Police Department for inadequate protection 
against the rampaging youths, alleging that t.he police are 
reluctant to enter the Negro district and possibly precipitate 
an incident that could lead to :further violence.. · 

St .. Louis, Missouri 

Population 700,000 (1965); 29 per cent Negro 
(1960). 

In 1963, the St. Louis branch of CORE picketed the 
Jefferson Bank and Trust Co~pany, alleging job discrimination. 
As a result of the picketing, 15 demonstrators were arrested. 
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They were later found in contenpt of court and received finea 
and jail sentences of varying severity, which they began to 

. serve in March, 1967. Protests were initiated in March, 1967, 
against the Jefferson Bank and Trust Company and against 
Judge Michael J. Scott, who had found the demonstrators 
guilty of contempt ot·court. Picketing has been carried out 
at the Judge's ho5e almost daily since March 13, 1967, under 
the sponsorship of a group known as the East-West Coordinating 
Council (EWCC). Eugene Tournour, who has been described as 
a ~ember of the Communist Party, USA, in Chicago, was 
reportedly in S't. Louis. t'o assist in organizing the EWCC .. ... 

K11-ow~edgeable sources in St. Louis agree that the 
jailing of t~e Jefferson Bank demonstrators serves as a 
rallying po!nt for those who may wish to stir the emotions 
of the :t>"egro colm'Jluai ty. It is agreed that eventual violence 
is a possibility. Some observers have gone so i'ar as to 
suggest that even though the sen"t;ences.meted out to the 

~~~ demonstrators were deserved, i~ ;qight be w·ise to release 
them in the hope of easing. tension:::a 'amohg Negroes ... It is 
also felt by some that viblence. could be triggered by 
friction between police officers and Negroes, no matter 
how trivial thp precipi ta t,tng · inc.ident. 

' ; ... 
• · <II 

Another point of danger is the problem of un mploy­
ment among Negroes.. Approx~mately 4,000 Negro youth ho 
were employed during the Summer of 1966 will not be employed 
during the•sumaer of 1967 because of a lack of available 
funds .. 

Outsiders su'ch as Eugene Tournour, ·Martin Luther 
King, and Stokely Carmichael are seen as adding to the 
potential for unrest and violence. Carmichael spoke in 
St. Louis in April, 1967. One observer expressed the opinion 
that if such individual~ as these would stay away from 
St. Loui~, the problems might be :more successfully resolved. 

Waukegan~ortb Chicago-Zion, Illinois 

Waukegan, North Chicago, a~d Zion are adjacent commu­
nities with a total population of 200,000, 13 per cent of which 
:Is Negro. 
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The Negro community in Waukegan was the site of 

disturbances in the late Sunmer of 1966 precipi ta.ted .. by 
minor hoodlums and irresponsible teen-agers rather than 
being of racial origin.'. However, the strong language used 
by Wau.ikegan 's Mayor Robert. Sabon.1 inn in den.ouncing the 

f4 I ' • 

peraons responsible E?Dgendered.resentment among the entire 
Negro comaunity, Yho felt tlla.t all were being blamed for 
the actions of relatively fev. · The violence potential in 
the Negro .tavern area where· the 1966 disturbances took 
place is considered to.still exist, as many· individual£1 
there repqrtedly possess firearms, \7hichwould create an 
obvious police problem if 'an incident did take place. 

A •tangible racial issue presently exist·s in regnrd­
to efforts by white and Negro parents to get_the Waukegan 
3chool lioard to. change the poundaries· of a local· elementaA:"y 
school to promote a' better rac..;i.a~ balapce wi.thin the .school .. 
A suit to force the district to.F,bangc theJ· boundaries is 
preeently pending before· the ·x1rfnoi·s Supreme Court.. Should. 
the Court decide against ·:fh~-~· pl·aint"iffs or undue delays 
occur, this could conceivably be ~n.· issue a.round which 
deDonstra tions~ could aria~,.; 

I-' 

. I 
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CONFiDENT!t:J...'L 

RACIAL VIOLENCE POTENTIAL IN THE WEST 

·.~kersfield 1 California 

Popula~ion 64,000 (1967); 15 per cent Negro (1960). 

Police.'officials and Negro ieaders consider the 
racial situation good at this time, and no trouble is antici-. 
pated~ However, all agree that there is always the possibility 
of spontaneous outbreaks of_violence:fro~ t~me to time, partic­
ularly duri"ng the l:\Ummer months when the young people are not 
attend>ing school. Police officials observe that racial 
violenc~ it! Bakersfield has always been on the he.els of major 
racia.l r~ots· in other Iocalitioes, and they believe this lias a 
bearirig~on future disturbances. 

'. 

. . As a result of a racial disturbanc~ in May, 1966, 
specific orderd have been tiven to·pol~ce officers to shobt 
to kill any particip~nt in \M~isprq~r v;:ho_ is seen using any 
type of weapon against- a pQ.liceman,. These orders cover the 
throwing· of objects a:lid-<ilave been .made known to the Negro 
community .. It is believed. tha·.t:'the orders will prevent 
future disturbances. .-// · 

J ...... .• 

Denver, Colorado 

Population 512·, boo {1967) ; .8 per cent Negro (1967). 

Police and city officials, religious leaders, and 
heads of civil rights groups state that they can foresee no 
racial riots·for the Denver area unless some militant outside 
gr'oups manufacture a problem which does not exist in Denver 
at the present time. The only real problem during the past 
several summers bas been due to the congregating of Negro teen­
agers, particularly o..n weekends, in the Dahlia Shopping Center, 
where these you.ths made considerable noise and engaged in drag· 
racing. Some of them ·were on probation at the tfme. · 
Integration leaders and others concerned advise that there 
were no racial overtones to these disturbances and that 
sufficient groundwork is being laid now to control the 
situation should it arise during the Summer of 1967a 

Los Ang~les, California 

. Population of Los Angeles County 6,038,771 (1960); 
8 per cent Negro, 10 per cent- Mexican-American (1960)o 

In general, the racial situation in Los Angeles and 
its metropolitan area appears to be normal With no apparent 
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potential for a .widespread riot such as the one that took. 
pl&\CC!!I in the Watts district in Auguat, 1965. Police sources 
advice that improved relations between the Loa Angeles Police 
Dopartment and the· negro community are due to·. the new Chief of 
Police, Thomas Reddin, and his positive effor.ts to establish 
coouunity relations offices and to maintain contact with the 
Negro ainority. ~,· ·. 

All sources agree that violence of a spontaneous 
nature cou~d occur among groups of. idle Negro youths, as has 
happeDed in the.past. A high official of the Los Angeles 
Police DepFtment reports that as summer approaches., the 
Police Depart~ent is receiving more and more rumors of possible 
violence when school ends. He further states that there appears 
to be a general covement among restless young Negro elements . 
to'WM"d the "black potver" concept, whichsuggea.ts the possibility 
of future \'iolence. Another source says that State Senator 
Mervyn H. Dyaa.lly j.s attempting to arrange a Black Power 
Conference in Southern California, but. be has no indication: 
of what the resul ta of ~uch ef.f~ts _,m~~tht''~·ba .. 

_.,. • 0 • 

•. , ....... • .......... ·.... "(" 

In April, 1967~ a!~ight occurred between a Negro 
· &nd a white student ~t.Long BeacwPolytechnic High School 

which resulted in the bqy~6tt ·of·· the school track team by 
43 Negro student athletes, who veret. subsequently dropped · 
fro~ the team. Although 15 members were reinstated, an 
official of the Long Beach.Police Department says tha't;!o close 
liai~on is. being maintained with school_ administrators, as 
he feala th~ situation represents a potential for violence. 

o I . 

Chief of F'olice Willi::ut Kennt3dy, of Inglewood,. reports 
that there is a potential for trouble in the Morning Si:de Park 
section of Inglewood, which is rapidly changing from a uhite to 
a Negro section. However, he points out that the Negroes who 
have moved into the section appear to be of the lnw-abiding 
and responsible type. ~ 

According to local government and civil rights leaders, 
the only trouble spot in the Monrovia-Duarte area is in the 
victini ty of Huntingtou Dri.ve aud California Street, where Negro · 
juveniles congregate and frequently become involved in fights, 
either among themselves or with la\v enforcement officers. On 
April 14, 1967, a group of four young Negroes attacked police 
officers who had stopped them for a traffic violation n_ear 
Huntington Drive. About 50 other Negro youths appe~red and 
ndditional patrol cars were called. The original offenders 
uere arrested, and the rest of the crowd quickly dispersed. A 
sinilar situation exists in Pasadena in the vicinity of Fair Oaks 
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and ,uountStin Avenues, where young Negroes often gather in 
the'evenings and occasion&\lly engage in altercntions with 
the police. 

-· ...... ., ';I s · .. ·-·-:-., ....,., 

Venice, which has been the scene of racial ·inci- . 
dents .in the past, is regarded by a high police official as 
defi.ni tely offering "a·.potentia.l for violence. However, the 
Los Angeles Police Department is taking positive steps to 
improve police-community relations, and the president of the 
local chapter of the llAACP has corisul ted with Governor Reagan 
regarding ap "on the job" training program .. the NA.ACP would 
like to spe in operatit>n by June, 1967. 

Dionicio M-orales, Executive Director of -the Mexican 
Opportunit:L~s Foundation, states that relations between 
Uexice.n-Ameri·cans and :Negroes in Whit tier continue. to worsen, 
aiil Uexicaa-tmorie::,;.aa teal :that llegroes n.re receiving. prefe:r.­
ential job placement. Another uneasy situation exists in the 
Mexican-American community of· Santa· F'e Springs, '.fhere hmues 
are being condemned to make wa.:f~for, lqw-cost: Federal housing. 
Homeovmers are protest~Jfg .... :thi-s aotion and have threatened 
to use· firearms if riecessa:ry. · , · 

Oakland, Cali-'Rfornia 
./ 

..-:· 
I 

., ,. 
/ 

Population 378,000 (1967); 27 per cent l'legro (1967). 
' 

,During the past year, there has been some racial 
strife in Oakland., In August, 1966, following the arreat of 
a teen-a~~ Neg~o girl for shoplifting at a food ruarket, the 
narket was vandalized and later burned to the ground o · ·In 
·october, the Ad Hoc Co:mmi ttee for Quality Education r formed 
and endorsed or supported by civil .rights, neighborhood, and 
church groups, announced ·that its demands .had.been rejected 
by the local Board of Education. · A school boycott was heldo 
Approximately·200 Negro• teen-ngers entered one high school and 
overturned furniture. White students and. teachers were beaten. 
One teacher was kno'cked unconscious and robbed and had to be 
sent to the hospital. Three of O~J.dand' s six high schools-­
Oakland Technical, Castlemont, and Fremont, all three with 
large numbers of both :Negro and white students-~are bel:teved 
to bave potential for violence. 

There have been other incidents of vandalism arid 
'beatings. The police nre harassed and charged with brutality .. 
The Blaclc Panther Party for Self Defense of .Oakh~.nd, formed 
in December, 1956, roam the streets, ::trmed to PJ:"otect themselves 
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and fellow Negroes from "police brutality." On May 2, 1967, 
the Black Panthers, armed with loaded pistols, shotguns, and 
r~fles, descended upon the State Capitol, in Sacramento. They 
entered the chamber where the assembly was in session.· A 
Black Panther leader read a statement protesting an assembly 
bill that would ban the carrying of lo~ded weapons within city 
limits. There was ·no violence, and they ·were ejected by State 
Police.. •• · · · 

It is believed that idle teen-age and young adult 
groups, as well as the Black Panther Party, might seize upon. 
some incident. as an qpportunity to cause ~idespread violence. . . 

Various civil rights groups continue to work for an 
end to de facto segregation, for equal employment opportunities 
for Negroe~, and for an end to·"police brut~lity." 

Oxnarct, California. 

Population 65,000 ·"·(1967) ;·· ·5 p.qr cent l~egro, 17 
per cent Mexican-Ameri.can (19Eh )". , ;.;1 . ~ 

~:, /:/,·' .. ·~· '" ... 
According to the Chief .of Police, the general racial 

situation at Oxnard is gqod; however,·during the past year 
there have ~een isolat~~ instances of animosity toward police 
of:ficers on the part 6f youthful ~egroes and Mexican-Am~ricans, 
which indicate to him a definite possibility of vio~ence as 
the result of an arrest or,some incident between the police 
and these.youths. He points out that·the Colonia District in 
Oxnard is-potentially explosive in that it is an area of sub­
standt>Xft home~ inhabited by Mexican-Americans' and Negroes .. 
Uany of them have criminal reco:,rds and· are contemptuous o! law 
enforcement officers and, because of their low economic status, 
undoubtedly harbor resentment toward society in general. 

·Portland, Oregon 

Population 372,676 (1960); 5 per cent Negro (1960). 

Local government and police official~, leaders of 
various racial groups, and sources representing a cross section 
of the community feel that the racial situation in Portland 
is excellent and that "\'fatts"-type rioting is inconceivable 
u~der present conditions. They caution, however, that small 
disorders involving teen-agers could occur if ignited by a 
spark such as friction between white and Negro students or 
apparently overaggressive police activity. 

According to the police, any potential for racial 
unrest is concentrated in the Negro-dominated Albina District 
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and imlediate surrounding nrea. Poli.ce advise that tho·only 
specific locationa'for possible rBcial disturb~rices are 
l!cDonald's Hamburger Drive-In Reatn.urant or Jefferson High 
School after an athletic event attr;;'!.cting a large number of 
students. Both the restaurant and the high school are located 
in the Albina District. 

Richmond,- California .. 
I\ • • 

Population •80,000 (1966); 20 per cent Negro (1966). · 

In April, 1967, about 20 Negro youths looted a 
clothing store.. The police felt that the looting might have 
occurred because a pol:Lce officer, earlier in the evening, 
had shot ind killed a suspected burglnr, a 22-year-old Negro, 
found .running. from a liquor store. The Blac~ Panther Party _ 
for Self. Defense of Oakland has used such incidents as this 
in seeking support in North Richmond. 

The Polipe Dsp!U"tment, the City Council (which haa 
two·Hegro members),. and various civic·org.!}nizations, with the 
coc;>pere.tion of now induE!tries JP.~Yilig i~to'the area, are making 
an effprt to solve their raci$\.l problems. ''l'hey feel that job 
opportunities for 11egroes a:r·e of ~tmost importance but that 
thera is no unrest serious enf?ug4 to cause virJlence .. 

... _;:' 
~ -

•• San Bernardino, Californ1a v 

Population 120,000_ (1967); 9 per cent Negro ,1960) • . - . 
· POlice officials in San Bernardino feel that although 

conditions have improved,there remains a definite potential 
for 'viol.en'ce in1 the San Bernardin•.:> area •. Tbe.:::e are certain 
Negroes who have made what are considered to be excessive 
demands on the community, mostly for complete integration of 
all schools, and unless these demands are met irJ."!lediP.~ tely, 
there ia the possibility that direct action will be taken by 
the Negro population. ~ 

The west end section of San Bernardino is regarded 
as the "powder keg" area. Ther.e·hnve been a number of Hegro 
youths who, in the past, h~ve caused incidents apparently in 
the hope that they vould develop into full-scale riots. 
Although liaison between the Negro community and-law enforce­
ment agencies has improved over the past year, there is always 
the possibility that the arrest of a Negro crm'escalate into 
a riot~ 
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San Diego, California 

Pojmlation 650,00.0 .(1966); 9 per c.ent rlegro (1966). 

. During the 1965 Watts riot in Lo19 Angeles, minor 
disturbances occurred in southenst San Diego in Logan Heights., 
a pr~doDinantly Negro section,.where 98 per ~e~t of the city's 
Uegro populAtion and 50 per cent of the members of its othar 
aiuority groups reside. 

Police officials have stated th~t they have. no infor­
aation of imminent racial difficulties. They point out that, 
in the past, any disturbances in San Diego have baen spoutnneous 
and unpredictable and.•that trouble in other. parts of the country' 
p~ticultrly in Los Angeles, has a contagious effect on the 
SaD Diego Negro community. 

,.~> 

San Francisco, California 

Populat~on 740,2'00 .(1966) ;. 16 per cent Negro (1966) .. 
. 4·. "' . 

\Jo~ 

There are four main~~eas o~~~onc~rn in 
SAD Francisco. These a::r~: .·:_the Hun~ers Point area, Fillmore 
District, Hiasion Districti and Haigbt-Asbbury District. There 
ic nlco Chinato~, where t,he.crime rate ie growing fast runong 
youngaters who are bre~~ng away from the customs of their 
lav-~biding ancestors. - v 

The Hunters Point ftren consists mainly of temporary 
World War II housing units, vhich are scheduled to be 
dem~olieheci in 1970.. The area is populated predominantly by 
Megroes, a large number of whom '\Were brought into the city 
froa aoutJiern s'tates to work in th6. shipyards during · · 

.World War II. It is a trouble spot because the i11habitanta 
are dissatisfied with the housing and m~ny, including school 
drop-outs, do not have. the skills to qualify for employment 
in a city where business offices are the principal employers. 

The Filll:ilore Di!ltrict, consisting largely of 
dilapidated and overcro~ded housing,has a high incidence of 
crime and delinquency. The Misaion District contains a high 
percentage. of Spanish-spel!king fr...mil;ies and a 15-ncl·e . 
World Un.r II temporary housing unit that is occupied almost 
entirely by Negroes. The Spanish-speaking.element in the 
Hiesion Diatrict believaa that it has been neglected and 
overlooked in amploy~ent opportunities~ The Hnight-Ashbury 
District ia referred to ns·n psychedelic cow~unity becaua~ it 
is r~pidly being tal: en over by "hippies~ .. ·who use LSD and 
marijuana and dress in a gaudy mannero 
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· The Hunters Point and Fillmore Districts were the 
scene of three days of rioting in September, 1956, after a 
white policeman shot and killed a 16-yea.r-old rlegro youth 
who was riding in a stolen car. The California National 
Guard· ·was called to quell the rioting. For several days, in 
mid-May, 1967, scattered vi6lence and vandalisci-toq~ place_ 
throughout the city, ~ith most of the trouble again centering 
in the Hunters Point artd Fillmore areas. In.unseasonably hot 
weather, gangs of Negrb 'youths tossed rocks a.t car and store 
windows, assaulted pedestrians, and started fires.· 

Chief of Police Thomas J. Cahill stated that race 
relations are•geherally ~good in San Francisco'; however, 
unemploymenlt among young Negroes and house evictions to make 
room for red~vel.opment may cause difficulties. Chief Cahill 
also stated tb~t Maitin Luther Kirtg and Stokely .C~rmichael 
have a definite effect on.the Negro residents of San Francisco 
and, theretore, the antj.vities of these twQ indi~idual~ could 
.affect the raci~l s~tuation in"the city. · 

Another individual wi;~:consi~e~~ble influence in the 
Negro community is Dr. Car]..tqn Benj ;l,m'in';1Goodle t t ~ a surgeon . . 
and editor of the weekly, ·;"Tlie·sun Reporter," which is designed 
for a Negro audience. Dr. Goodlett; who-was an unsuccessful 
candidate for G/;>vernor of California in 1966, was considered 
to be a CPUSA member in 1~47. He isv~he only American who­
participat~s in ~eatings of the Presidential Committee of the 
World Council. of Peace, an ipternational communist front group· .. 

' . -
. W~ile several civil rights organizations have head­

·quarters in ,San Francisco, the most militant is the Black · 
Panther Party. This oq,;~.l.nization. o.:-iginated in Lowndes qounty, 
Alabama,. where it was known as the Lowndes County Freedom 
Organization. Certain· members of this group are armed, 
alleg~dly for seif~def~rise. On February 21,· 1967, se~eral 
Blaclc Panthers, wearing bla.ck berets and carrying shotg-uns, 
rifles, ancl. pistols, app~.ared at the San Francisco International 
Airport to act as bodyguards for Betty X, widow-of Black Muslim 
leader Malcolm X, who was arriving by plane. No action was 
t~kert against this group by law enforc~ment officers in order 
to avoid injury to bystanders. 

. In summary, San Francisco's racial relations are 
generally good. There is general agreement .that no group is 
planning racial violence, and there is just as much agreement 
that, if racial violence does·e~upt, it will be triggered by 
an isolated incident. Its underlying causes wili be lack of 
job opportunities for the limited skills in the minority 
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communi ties and discontent anong liegroes living· in· tempor2.ry 
wartime housing scheduledto be demolished in 1970~ 'fhe · 
feeling prevails in the Negro com:!nunity that rcdevelopraent is. 
designed primarily to drive them from the city oo th~t high~ 

·rent housing can be constructed for white famili~es. On the 
other hand,- San Francisco officials are ·extremely #5lensi tive 
to the demands of the minority communities, and the 
San Francis.co Police Department Community Relations Unit hn..s 

. . 1ft • . . " .· 

received almost·un:iversal commendation for its work. .· ,, . ' 

Seatt~e, Washin(to~ 

.. Population 557, 087 (1960); 5 per cent liegro (1960) .. 
• 

·There have be.en ·no racial demonstrations in Seattle 
during tile past year, according to the Seattle Police· 
Department. Police officials and civil rights leaders point 
to progress lllade·in the civil rights field during the past 
12 months and do Aoi,; for~see any lilteliho.->dof violence in 
the near fu t~re ~ ..... • .. 

, .: 

. . 

.l 
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RACIAL VIOLENCE POTE:NTIAJ, IN. TilE SOUTH· 
.. 

Atlanta, Georgia 

Population 487,455 (1960); 38 per cent Negro (1960). 

The main activity of civil rights groups in Atlanta 
has been devoted to· .occasional picketing. or othet~wise demon­
strating against silim llousing conditions that exist in some 
predominantly Negro co~unities. Protests have also been made· 
against ·the failure of some businesses to employ .what is 
considered by some to be a representative.number· of Negroes. .. ,., . . 

• Three substandard Negro com1nu:ni ties where violence­
provokin~ incidents could occur are the Summerhill area, the 
Vine Ci ty ... area, and the Boulevard area. Any real or fancied 
incident of violence in a s.ubstandard area betueen. a. Negro 

. and a \ll:hi te perst:"~u, especially if. the v.r;hi te pert:~on is· a law 
enforcement officer, can;instantly fan racial resentments .into 
further violence. , In the pAs'b, \"!hen n~ws pf racial incidents · 
has spread, individua~s such\ 1\s·t~O~ff connected with SNCC have 
rt.\Shed to the scene fo~ th~ _J>urpc;»se of provoking residents of 
the area to rebel agains-t!·allthori ty. ·. · · 

Hate organifatl.on·s, both Negro and white, present a.. 
very real threat. For"exnmple, i.tn March, 1967; Atlanta police 
arrested five Black Muslims--adherents of the Natiol\; of Islam, 
a :t~egro hate organization--after a complaint was received that 
Negro citizens were attack'ed by Muslims selling "Muhamiuad . 
Speaks,"• the newspaper published by the Nation· of Islam. While 
th.e Black Muslims were being booked at the Atlanta Police 
Depa.rt:me'u.t, they ·attacked pollee off.icers on duty, hospi-talizing 
three policemen.· · 

Members of Klan groups are antagonistic tor~rd such 
individuals as Stokely Carmichael, a leading fig~re in the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, whose national 
headquarters are located in Atlanta, and Martin Luther King, 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 

·whose headquarters are also situated in Atlanta. Many other 
members of the white community sha~e this dislike.of Carmichael 
~nd King. · 

Birmingham, Alabama 

Population 345;000. (1967); 40 per cent Negro (1967). 
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Detective Marcus Jones, Sr.,·of the·Birmingham 
Police Department, who handlel3 racial matters in the city, 
states that during ther past year Birmingluun has enjoyed good 
racial relations. He says there have been no bombinz incidents 
or nets of individual terrorism •. However, on. February 17, 1967, 

. an 18-year-old Negro youth burglarizing an elementary school 
was s~ot and killed by a city police officer~ .This incident 
triggered daily demonstrations but, according to Detective 
Jones, police protect~o.n accounted for the :fact that no 
violence occurred dur~ng these demonstrations. · 

·Reverend Ed'Ward Gardner, Vice President of the 
Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights, the organization 
SpOnsoring tlte demonstrations, claims that at least ten ltegroes 
have been shot and killed by local law enfor'cement officers 
during the Rast_year. He says racial demonstrations against 

,"police brut~lity" would continue. Mr. Gardner warns that 
violence cou"ld break out at any time, for both. whites and 
Negroes in the city are cm.pable of violence. An er'liption 
could occur this fall, he feels, \'t'hon :Negro st·ldents integrate 
previously all-white schools op a large scale. 

• D .... 

. Dr. John Nixon·, Pres:i.Je!nt ,of,th~'Birmingham Chapter 
of the NAACP, believes tbnt.-:-Birmi~gham has.· come a long way in 
the field of racial relations i·n the last year but has a long 
way to go~ Hq_ contends t~JLt the l~egro in Birmingham can gai.n 
his equal rights only by.;~oting power or by demonstrn.tions • .., 

Mr. William Hamilton, Executive Secretary to 
. ~ 

:Uayor Albert Boutwell, expresses the view that the potential 
for violenbe in Birmingham is very low, mainly because 
thousands of 1Negroes now have jobs they did not have during 
the huge raci.al' demon.~trations in the city in 1963o 

.· ~aluoa, Louisiana 

Population 21,423 (1960); 33 per cent Negro (1960)o 

Racial conditions in Bogalusa at the moment are 
termed very good. Houever, police officials are concerned 

· that Federal mandates concerning hiring policies more favornble 
to Negroes at the local paper mill may bring about a strike, 
thereby causing a resumption of.pi..:.keting.and strife in 
Bogalusa. ·Additionally, it is feared that should some 
modifications of the Federal demands be made, the Negro 
population might be upset enough to begin d~~onstrating again. 
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There is also some speculation that segregationists 
may precipitate unrest as a result of the order for full school 
integration in the fall of this year. 

Dallas L Texas 

Population 679,684 (1960); 19 per cent Negro (1966). 

An Dfficial of the Department of Housing and Urban 
Development sees no.' prospect of racial violence in the Dallas 
area, although Richard Dockery, Southwestern Regional Director 
of the NAACP, feels the possibility for violence does existo 
He says that if violenc~ occurs, it will probably be the result 
~f some·unpreaictablS'.incident. · 

~Cl~ence Laws, former Southwestern Regional Director 
of the NAAGP, claims that there is an atmosphere of unrest in 
the Negro community in Dallas because of unemployment .and 
underemployment of qualified'Negroeso 

Danger bf a racial•violence e.;,¥.-ption over school 
integration seems to b~ less ~~pro~le~ than in the past. 
Dr. Emmett J. Conrad, in_.. a D.aJ.las,..School Board run-off election 
held on May 1, 1967, waS' tfi·e f-irst Negro ever to be elected to 
the Board. '!~his 'W&S considered to be a victory for the 0'Goals 
For Dallas" n,rogrrun, whi.911 included many recommendations for 
better education. ~..- -.~. 

Fort L~uderdale, Florida , 

•Population 125,000 (1967); 20 per cent Negro (1967). 

,, Mil ton J.. JCelly, Managing Editor of the "Fort Laur'ierda.le 
News," states that general racial conditions in the 
Fort Lauderdale area have been good during the past year. 
Captain Floyd Hall, of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department, 
and other responsible observers in the city do not anticipate 
an outbreak of violence~ in the city in the near future. Each 
believes, however, that the northwest section of Fort Lauderdale, 
a slum area, is a potential source of Negro unrest because of 
poor housing and poor living conditions in general. 

Houston, Texas 

Population 1,187,000 (1957); 23 per cent Negro (1960). 

Prior to May 16, 1967, informed sources had reported 
that there had been no incidents of racial violence in the 
recent past il1 Houston nnd that no such trouble was anticipated 
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in tbe near future. However, the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Co~ittee had been conducting demon~trstions 
to prote~t the refuoal of the Texas Southern Uuiversity to 
reinstate SNCC, which had been banned from the canpus of this 
predoDinantly Negro institution. 

On the nig~t·of Hay 16, a Houston police officer 
was shot and killed by an unknown snipe.r when be responded 
to a call for help froa four other policemen ~ho vere being 
subjected to sniper fire on the ca~pus. Heavy police rein­
forcements.~ediately converged on the campus and conducted a 
room-by-room "Search of the buildings for the· sniper. Several 
we-pons weve found and about 500 students were arrested. 

' . Caspius Clay--or Huha~ad Ali, as he prefers to be 
called--now claims Houoton as his residence. Since 1963, the now 
deposed world's he2ll.VY'fe:tght boxi':\cr champion bus been resisting 
attempts to induct him into the Armed Forces, on the basis of 

·his religious affiliation with 'the Nation q,f Islam, a ?1egro 
hate group which is opPos~d to ~~ w~r ~p Vie~nam and all 
so-called 'tfbite man's wars;• On...Apri.l 28, 1967, Clay refused 
to be inducted into the s6rv£ce- in Houston.~ Clay could becor.>Je 
a rallying point for oppasitio~ to•the draft and to the 
Vietnam v:ar by ,.racial gro}lpd.. It was reported that in the 
Harlem area of New Yorlt Ci'ty, for instance, Clay's refusal. 
to be drafted had considerable enotional impact among young 
Negroes. 

JackaoD, Mis~issippi 

Population 165,000 (196'1); 36 per c~nt r<egro (1967}. 

During the early hours of May 11, 1967, a wild 
demo~tration vas set off on the campus of Jackson State 
Univer~ity, a predominantly Negro institution, when two Negro 
policemen mought to arrest a Negro man for speeding. Negro 
atudont~ rushed from dormitories to attack the policemen, 
shouting insults and curses and throwing bottles, bricks, and 
rocks. An estinate placed the nUEber of rampaging studeftts 
at 1,500o Disturbances continued for t~o nights. Three Negro 
youths were shot during the second night of rioting, one of 
whom suboequently died of his uoundso ·Following the first 
night of rioting, Governor Paul Johnson called up 385 
National Guardsmen to bring about law and order. 

Only a few days earlier, Assistant Chief of Police 
M .. B. Pierce said there was littl.e potential for ma8s :»;:i.oting 
in Jackson. He pointed out that the racial situation l.tl 
Jackson hnd been extreF.1ely quiet during 1966 and early 1067; 
that there had been no m.a2s meetings, marches, or demonstra­
tions hnving prondunced racial overtones. Similarly, 
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Allen L. Johnson, an NAACP official, stated he m~s not aware 
of any racial situation in Jackson which could le~~d to a racial 
rioto 

. The Jackson State University .demonstration graphically 
illustrates how quickly and unexpectedly an otheruise insig­
nificant incident can ignite a demonstration which can, in 
turn, lead to a mo~~ serious situation. 

I . 

It is worth noting that Stokely Carmichael addressed 
groups at Jackson State University and Tougaloo College, 
another predominantly Negro school, on April 11, 1967 • 

.. 
Louisvi:t.le, Kentucky • 

'Population 389,044 (1964); 20 per .cent Negro (1964) .. 
.. " 
Until March, 1967, racial conqitions were conRidered 

good. It was felt that Negro demands for complete integration 
gradually were being met through the .. work of a Human Relations 
Commission established in 19~2j·p.nd th,rotigh public ordinances 
passed in 1963 and 1965 put~~wing. discriminatory practices .. 

O:F .<;-:' . 
Another ordinance, passed in August, 1965, and called 

the "Declaration of Princdptes," provided for complaints 
regarding di~criminati9ti.in housi~ to be settled throug~ 
negotiation and persuasion, but carried no criminal ~enalties. 
This ordinance is the basis of racial difficulties that are 
presently threatening the'city of Louisville with widespread 
racial vi~+ence • 

• In 1$66, civil rights leaders complnined that the 
ordinance was ineffective in preventing discrimination in 
housing. Initial conferences and discussions failedo In 
March, 1967, civil rights demonstrations .began. 

In April, the rejection by the Louisville Board of 
Aldermen of another proposed ordinance resulted in an 
intensification of demonstrations involving from 65 to 200 
persons who marched nightly into an all-white area. at the 

.south end of the city. The number of spectators and hecklers 
reached between 2,000 and 2,500 and, on three occasions, it 
vas necessary for the police to use tear gas to disperse the 
violent crowd. Close to 600 arrests, primarily of demonstrators, 
hava been made by the Louisville Police Department. On April 21, 
~07 adults and 26 juveniles were arrested for attempting; to 
march in the south end of Louisville contrru."'y to a temporary 
restraining order issued on April 14 forbidding nighttime 
marcbos,. 
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With the sanction of Uartin Luther King;· his brother • 
Reverend A. D. Willinms King,. Chairrn.an of the E:entucky . 
Christian Leadership Conference; v.nd other. lo""l.d~rs of the open. 
hoUsing movement, demonstrators threatened to disrupt the 
93rd .Kentucky Derby o:n Mny 6. Negro co!lledian Dick G1•egory, 
who joined the fracas, was accused ot: inciting· five youug 
l!l«Jgroea to bolt onto the race track at ChlU'chill Doh'"na during 
the. first race on !;lay 2.. .To a.ve1•t a large-scale riot, further 
;lnflamad by the offer~ Of the e.DSiStance O:.f 1 » OUO 1\.lti.UGmeJn, city 
off:l.cials cancelled many of the preliminary. festivi tiea and . 
ordered the National Guardsmen to duty. The Darby was run 
without further incident. 

Leaders on t~e scene feel that tension is so great 
that a riot could· erupt• at any moment. They consider that 
only the presence of.a considerable number of police haiJ 
averted widespread, riotous conditions to dateo 

.... 

Longtime civil rights leaders in I.ouisville, although 
they feel tha.t city le;.lders are ~allous to the demands of Uegroes, 
diaa.,~ee with the flagrant tactics uoed by the recently u.rrived 
leaders of the open housing detnonstrat·ion~ and are fearful 
that the. irresponsible negro ele\ten:t of~ th"e city might join 
the demonstrators. Spea.ti,in_$.. for the Louisville Committee of 
ltegro Churchmen, Dishop C. ·Ewbank Tucker has stated: t1i1e · 
echo the demands made by oy.r fellow ministers and churc}l~en 
in the ChicagO' area (whel);:-'}iartin Luther Kiug was active· in 

· demonstrations in Chicago) that th~ tecbniciam:; get the hell 
out of Louisville." 

Memphis, Te~nessee 

.Popul~tion 600,000 (1967); 45 per cent Negro (1967). 

Memphis has had no major racial violence. Police 
Commissioner Claude Armour.has cons;istently enforced the lrr.ws 
and bas not tolerated violence from either ~hite or Negro 
extremists. 

Police officinls and other observers generally agree 
that rac:l.al conditions in 1-!emphis are good. However, C::~.ptain 
J. G. Rny,of the Menphis Police Department,is of the opinion 
that the1·e is more potential for vielenee now than he has seen 
in past ·years. He says some Negroes seem to think that the · 
harmonious race relations and the progress in integration have 
been exaggerated. · · 

Captain Ray feels that should violence come, it will 
occur in the LeMoyne Gardens area, a public-housing project 
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in the south central part of the city. Thia housing project 
and the area surrounding it· constitute an economic:llly 
depressed ~rea, where spontaneous violence could .occur. For 
example, Captain Ray. notes thn.t recently a Negro jU''{tenile .. 
was shot by police in a:burglary or break~in in this area .. 
Immediat·ely, Negro youths started shouting, "Black Power.'' 
Captain Hey feels any,,arreat by 12l.w enforcement officers 
could trigger spontaneQus .violence. · Ho\1ever, he ·aays Negro 
leaders probably can be counted on to use their influance to 
stop violence. 

. One informed source says there is .little potential 
:for violence .. of· a ·racial nature in Memph?,.s unless· ·there is a 
strong movbent by nat;ionally prominent agitators from outside 
the city. TJlis.source asserts that while some Negro leaders 
may apeak as,.-though they are not opposed to outside agitation, 

.they WDuld in reality act to prevent it. 

Miami, Florida 
. ·'·~ 

·Population 291,,688 (1980)"; ;22:t.per, cent Negro (1960) .. 
. /"' . _..., ·-· 
·"' .?)',.' • . ·, 

·Uunicip~l and Nogro lead~rs have stated that no 
potential "trouble spots" exist in'the Miami area and they 
do not anticipr..a,te any so~t/bf racial violence in the 
foreseeable future. The~iiami Polic~ Department has no 
knowledge of si tuationa which might trigg·er mob violence or 
riots. 

Nashville t. 'l'ennessee 

Npulation i7(,,8'/4 (1960); 40 per cent Negro (1960) .. 

The nationally publicized .riot of· April 8 ~ 11, 1967, 
in NEi .. shville and issues and ·conditions growing from this riot 
have caused.a deterioration of racial relations in.the cityo 
However, avenues for the exchange of ideas between Negroes and 
whites continue to exist,·and it is believed that racial 
progress can be resumed. 

Observers have commented that th'e Student Nonviolent 
.coordinating Committee.was deeply invo-lved in events iir.mediately 
preceding the rioting and was largely responsible for -what 

.occurred.during the couroo of the rioting. These observers 
are of the opinion thnt SNCC is not truly repr.esentn.tive of 
the :Negro acadc::.nic community, particularly froin a numerical 
standpoint. 
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. It is believed there is little potential for renewed 
rioting in the Negro community during the coming months, since 
the potential for unrest and violence will further lessen with 
the ~nd of the regular school yeart when the student population 
on the campuses of Fisk University end Tennessee .Ag1·icul tural 
and. Industrial State University <Will be. reduced. Additionally, 
moat s:trcc leaders an"'·~ctivists· will not be. allowed to return 
to either univer~ity •• : . . . 

. Actually, the April rioting was geographically 
restricted to a small portion of the city in and about the 
campuses of l1isk and Tennessee Agricul1tural ·and Industrial 
State tJniv~rsities. Although extremely active, the rioters 
were· relatively few in numb-er and ·consisted mostly of Negro 
students and other Negro males in their late teens and early · 
twenties. ..-

While the1·e is a considerable am'ount of. substandard 
Negro housing in tlro. city, .ther.e ;is no, ghetto; the Negro 

. ' ~~- . . 

community is sepax·ated into se~9pts in, .seyeral areas of 
Nashvilleo Thisdistribut).on cati.s~s'problems for effective 
Negro leadership. On the-:rotbe·r_hand, a group such as SNCC 
can reach but a fraction of the to-tal Negro community at any 
one time. As a matter of tact~ it has bean observed that in 
some areas of ~ashville ~hy Negroes.., have never heard of 
Stokely Carmichaelo ~ 

Natchez, Mississippi 

Population 28,000 (1967); 48 per cent Negroes (l967). 
\ . 

In April, 1967, James Lloyd Jones, a white 1nan; was 
tried for the murder of Ben.White, a Negro. A mistrial 

··.resulted and the retrial will be held in November, 1967. 
Tension rose in the Negro community over this ·matter, but did 
not. reach a critical poin~.. Tensions have since subsided .. 
Chief of Police J. T. Rob1nson, of the Natchez Police Department, 
considers the general racial situation to be quiet. He knows 
of no significant unrest among Negroes and feels there will be 

·none unless some unforeseen incident occu~s. 

R. Brent Form.'l.n, President of the Natchez-Adams 
County School Bo~.rd, says the Board has ·received· instructions 
to prepare a new plan for school integration to be put into 
effect in the Fall of 1967, but he believes there will be 
trouble regardless of the action taken. 
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Charles Evers, NAACP Director for tho State of 
Mississippi, asserts that Negroes are planning no acts of 
violonce because they feel they would ba degrading themselves 
by committing such acts. 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

Population 652 1~000 (1965); 37 per cent Negro (1960) .. 

New Orleans police officials state thore is no 
indication of potential racial violence in the city. 
Similarly, perso.ns ·knowledgeable in civil rights organiza­
tions in the ~ew Orleans a~ea foresee nothing indicating 
the possibility of major racial disturbances. 

Richmond, Virginia 

Population 21&,958 (~969); 52 per cent Negro (1967). 
"' ,. . 

A spokesman for the Richmqhd. Po!ica~}Department states 
that racial conditions are generall.frvery good, since the 
employment picture has great~ ,;,mproved in the past year or 
two a.nd integration in job opportun-i t~es is. unlversal throughout 
the city. Communication be en·public officials and leaders 
of various Negro ~oups is able, and several Negroes have 
been elected to the City Council. Further, school integration 
has gone smoothly with a minimum of incidents during the past 
year. It is pointed out, however,. that people are frequently 
influenced by ¢ontroversialpublic figures and consequent 
reaction under these circumstances is unpredictable. 

I \ 

Edward L .. Slade; Jr.,, President of the.li.ichmond 
Branch of the·NAACP,expresses similar views. He states that 
racial relations in Riclunond continue to progress in an orderly 
manner and .Governor Mills E .. Godwin 'a stand on cross burnings 
has gi van the Negro community a feeling of more security e 

According to Slade, the NAACP is a controlling and p~cifying 
influence on the Negro people of Richmond and it hopes to 
remain 80. 

Another civic leader observes that'Stokely Carmichael's 
recent appearance in Richmond had not sparked any lawlessness 
or violence, whereas his appearances in other communities have 
provoked such activityd 

San Antonio, Texas 

Population 710,000 (1967); 7 per cent Negro (1967). 
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Police Depart.,_ -1.ve_ Sergeant Albert ·-Saenz, of the San Antonio 
of any poten 1 _;~:~nt, states that neither he nor his sources know 

. there have lH
1

,_, \\ly violent situation in the area and, further, · 
the p!ll.st. 11 - no overt manifestations of racial unrest in· --

Th~ \1. _ - - ~ , - . -
other Negro :t

411 
'·eaident ·.of- the San Antonio N.AACP, as we 11 as 

over the curl•t~ '~\era in· the area, has expressed sat:l..sfaction --
Negroes. · '"-= relationship between the whites and the 

.. 
• 

. ''· 

--~ 
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FUSION OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND ANTIWAR MOVEMENTS 

Aggravating Tension 

The innumerable racial riots and disturbances 
which have plagued the United States since 1964 have-had 
their genesis primar~ly in the long-smoldering discontent 
and resentment of Ne~roes over unequal job, school, ·and 
housing opportunities and_ their deep-seated antipathy . 
toward the police.' However, constant ag~tationand 
propaganda op the part~of communists and other subversive nnd 
extremist elements have- done much to aggravate tension in the-
ghettos o/ the Nation's big cities. · 

In•the nearly 48 years of its existence, ~he 
Communist Party,· USA (CPUSA), has subjected Negroes to 
unending agitation and prop~g~nJa. It ha~ portrayed 
~tself to this minGrity grohp ~s the cpampion of racial 
equality, civil rights, civil li))erties, a~nd social· · 
protest. To the credit of the 'lf~gro·es :tand, to the· great 
disappointment of the comiiun.i.st-s, ·t'he Communist Party · 
has not been able to recruit' and r;etain significant 
numbers .of Negroes as memb~rs.- Most Negroes realize 
that the commuhists are !interested in them primarily to 
exploit racial issues an'd to createvthe chaos upon which 
communism nourishes. Nevertheless, the cumul~tive • 
.effect of this ceasaless-·agibation and propaganda and 
the familirur communist charge of "police'brutality"' 
cannot be ighored or minimi~ed. · 

~ \ 

Creating Opposition to'Vietnam War 

During a period which has now extended beyond 
three years, the CPUSA ~nd other subversive organizations 
have been engaged in campaigns to influence the United States 
Government to withdraw its troops from Vietnam or to 
participate in negotiations to end the war. _ They hope, 
of course, that either action would result ultimately in 
advancing the cause of international comm~nism through 
~ victory in Vietnam~ 

The activities of the CPUSA in recent months 
have, almost without exception, been directed in on~ way 
or another toward the creation of opposition to the war 
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in Vietnam. This opposition, the co~nunists reason, 
serves to lend encouragement to the North Vietnam~and 
the Viet Cong to continue the fighting despite military 
adversities and could lead to domestic discontent· in the 
United· States similar to that which contributed to the 
French military disengagement from events in Indochina. 
In view of the historici-designs of the -CPUSA on the 
Negro people and the rac·ial ferment that has been 
evidenced by the disturbances of recent summers, it was 
inevitable that the communists and other subversives and 
extremists would attempt to link civil rights protests 
with antiwar protests so as to increase the magnitude 
and impetus o~ each. · 

~ 

As e~rly as April, 1965, General Secretary 
Gus Hall told the CPUSA Secretariat that the "peace 
struggle" ie a major and top priority project of the 
CPUSA. At the same t;me, Hall'claimed that the protest 
movements in this country were canverging~ w!th peace 
leaders becoming civil rights leaq~s·and.vick versa. .. . . . , .,. 
By and large, Hall continued r th~ ...,srune~ ·mass of .people 
reacted against the ultraright-<·rn ·the 1964 pr~sidential 
election, against conditions in 4laba.ma, and against 
events in Vietnam... The struggle for social progress 
and the struggle against p~iicies of i~perialist aggres­

. sions were, in Hall's words, now joined. 

Union of Civil Rights and Peace ·Movements 

·In antiwar propaganda attuned to Hall's 
assertion, the CPUSA claims that the war in Viet;::aan h~s 
racial overtones not only because it involves nonwhites 
in Asia but also because it consumes fupds that might 
otherwise be expended for the war on poverty in the 
depressed areas of large cities inhabited by Negroes. 
The CPUSA has also praised the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), the militant civil rights 
youth group, for being the first to make the tie between 
civil rights and peace. 

A recent illustration of the fusion of the 
civil rights and antiwar movements was the so-called 
''Vietnam Week, 11 which culminated in mass demonstrations 
in New York City and San Francisco on April 15, 1967. 
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This protest actj,vity was sponsored by the Student 
Mobilization Committee and the Spring Mobllization. 
Committee to End the War in Vietmtm. · Among the partici­
pants in the activities of these committees are members 
of SNCC; the CPUSA; theW. E. B~ DuBois Clubs.of America 
(DCA), a communist-inspired Marxist-oriented youth group; 
the pJ;o-Red-chinese Prdg:ressi ve Labor Party (PLP); · the· 
Trotskyite Socialist Workers Party (SWP); and·tha Young 
Socialist Alliance (YSA), the SWP's youth i.u1d training 
section .. 

. . ~ . . . . 
An example or t.wo .will demonstrate the .involve­

ment of the "CPUSA in this "Vietnam Week. 11 Initial plans 
for this activity were made by the Spring Mobilization 
Committee at ~-conference held in Clevelnnd in late 
November, 1966. The CPUSA was represented at this 
coriferenco l:y Arnold ._Tohnson, Chairman of its ·National 
Peace Commission, and National Executive Board members 
James West and Thomas Dennis. At tbis:time, Johnson was 
stating that the CPUSA should tr1 ,(to gef o~· 111ill~on .· 
people to demonstrate at the srune'\ime s:ga~nst. Un~ted States 
involvement in Vietnam. A'key·.n,gur'e iri the plans for 
"Vietnam Week" made by the.Student~Mo]:)ilization Committee 
at a conference•.held in Chi,cago in late December, 1966, 
was CPUSA National Colll!lli t.'t·~e member Bet tina Apthekar, who 
is a student at the University of Cali·fornia. at Berkeley. 

, . . 
. ~ 

Tqe activities in one CPUSA district, selected 
at random, show. the extent of communist involvement in 
the New York City demonstration on April 15. In ea:rly 
March, members of the Michigan Dlstri.ct were told that 
they must concentrate on laboring people, ·Negro co~unitiesp 
and nationalities groups to organize people to-participate 
in the April 15 demonstration in New·York City~ The 
Michigan District Committee appointed a fdu~-man committee 
in mid-March to handle at"rangements for the mobilization 
in New York City.. Activities in connection with the 
mobilization were described as the most important of all 

·endeavors by members of the Michigan Di'strict .. 

Participants in the .parade in New York City 
on April 15 included Gus Hall and at-least 200 CPUSA 
members., OVer one half of the total SWP membership in 
the United States ~lso marched in the paraaeo Others 
participating in the parade and rally in New York City 
were several members of theDCA, PLP, and YSA., 
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The Reverend James Bevel is the National 
Director of the Spring Mobilization Committee to End the 
War in Vietnam. He was released by Martin Luther King 
from a key position in King's Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference to permit him to take this assign-
ment. · 

i ~ . . 

Significantly, among the principal speakers 
at the antiw~r rally in New York City on April 15 were 
Martin Luther King; Stokely Carmichael, a top figure in 
SNCC; Floyd McKissick, National .Director of CORE; and 
Bevel. Bevel stated tpat the next objective of the 
"peace forces" will be to organize a massive march on 
Washington '• D •. C., to confront President Johnson. . . 

Ahother speaker at thiS rally·was L~nda 
Dannenb~rg, Executive Secretary of the Sp_ring Mobilization 
Committee, who is known to:consult with leaders of the 
New York District ~f the CPUSA. , Dannenberg announced 
that thousands are going to be, J:Jllled .upon for a "radical 
action summer" in which· t.bey Will go ±\ito every town in 
the United States to org~ni~e~·massive protest against 
this country's involvement in the war in. Vietnam. She 
requested that every intepested student. attend an antiwar 
meeting in Chicago on M~i 13 and It, 1967. 

A~ a follow-up to these peace demonstration~, 
King and other leaders of th'e Spring Mobilization Committee 
launched a•nationwide "Vietnam Summer" organizing effort .. 
They called fqr 10,000 volunteers, including 2,000 full­
time workers, to spend the summer in 500 cor.mur'.i ties 
escalating opposition to the Vietnam war, encouraging 
Negroes to refuse to be drafted, and attempting to create 
a political bloc powerful enough to end the war. The 
antiwar campaign is patterned after the 1964 summer civil 
rights drive in Mississippi. 

Now that the civil rights and the antiwar 
protest movements have been joined, with the distinct 
possibility. of ominous displays of civiL disobedience 
·and near seditious activities on the part of Negroes 
and whites alike, the outlook for this summer is grim 
indeed. The injection of antiwar activities into .civil 
rights activities is bound to intensify racial discord 
and heighten the violence potential throughout the 
country. 
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In the long run, t~is consolidated civil .r~ghts~ 
peace movement will be,detrimental to the national security 
and best interests of the Nation, f6r it ~ili not only tend 
to encourage the enemy and prolong the Vietnam war but will 
also.have an adverse effect on the cause of civil rights • 

. . 
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