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~ This documept ié‘ in essence, an intelligence

- survey of this summer's rac1a1 v1olence potential in the

United States. Its contents were_ derived from public

'sources, public officials, police officers, knowledgeable

observers, and FBI sources. This document should not,
however, | be regarded as a report based upon the results
of any spe01flc investigation conducted by the FBI. _
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OVERVIEW

Continuing Racial Tension

After three consecutive summers of racial
turbulence in the United States, there were hopes that
the social, economic, and political gains achieved by
the Negro in recent years might be alleviating racial
unrest and- strife, Civil rights legislation, antipoverty
programs, and better police—community relations have
brought a ,measure of improvement in the status and
treatment of ‘Negroes, but discontent and frustration
persist. "Race relations have deteriorated in a number
of cities throughout the country during.the past year.

-

Seasonal Phenomenon e, . o

My

We are now in the mldst of an era of protracted
racial conflict that ha$ produced a crisis in law enforce-
ment, Along with the annual seasonal rise in summertime
crime, it is, painfully evident that racial turmoil has
simllarly become a sumher phenOmern. The racial violence
potential is especially high in hot weather in the Nation's
urban areas because large numbers of Negroes, living
under crowded, depressed conditions in ghettos, take to
the streets to escape the heat and seek relaxation and
recreation. The situation is compounded by the restiveness
and allenpaticn of large numbers of idle junior and senior
high school students and other Negro youths. Because of
the combustible temper of the times, an 1nconsequentlal

incident can ignite a riotous 51tuat10n in any city or town .

in the country. .

Another Riotous Summer‘

The Spring of 1967 has already witnessed almost
daily outbreaks of racial disorder somewhere in the country.
All signs point toward recurrent racial convulsions through-
out the country this summer--~more than likely on an even
wider scale than in previous years--marked by plundering,

arson, destruction, and attacks on law enforcement officers.

There is the added danger this year that the scenes of
racial strife in large cities might spread from Negro
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:V:Violence, triggered by some trivial incident and fueled

cozmunities into white neighborhoods and that increased
numbers of white people might resort to violence in an
effort to counter Negro demonstrators or rioters. The
threat of racial violence hangs heavy over every urban .
cormunity in the land. In an atmosphere of ever-present -
. tension, violence can strike anywhere at any time with
‘all the unpredictability, rapidity, and destructiveness
"of a tornado._' - ' , .

' }c1v11 Rights Linked with Vietnam

- : Most of the riots and disturbances of the past
three yeara have been spontaneous eruptions of mob

by teen-age+Negro youths and various. lawless and
irresponsible ghetto elements. . But incessant agitation»
and propaganda on the part of conmunigts and other
‘subversives and extremists 'have definitely contributed
to Negro unrest and fomented Violence, ‘Im particular,. o
‘demagogues like Hartin Luther King,, Stokely Carmichzel, ' L o
Floyd HcKissick, Cassius ,Clay - and. Dick Gregory have I' S ‘
fanned the fires of- racial discord and gnimosity. King o
has now joined Caraichael,,HcK1851cs, and other civil
rights extrenists in embracing the communist tactic of
linking the civil rights movement with the anti-Vietnan.-
wvar protest movement, claiming that United States o
‘dinvolvement in Vietnam ig diverting atteation from civil
rights. Kinpg's exhortation to boycott the draft and refuse
to fight could lead eventually to dangerous displays of
civil disobedience and near-seditious activities by Hegroes
and whites alike. Thus, the antiwar campaiga epdorsed .
by King helps to promote communist aims and programa in
the United States and abroad.

iii
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- MORE RACIAL TROUBLE PREDICTED

Ominous Warnlngs

Each . sprlng of the past few years has evoked

prognostications from Negro spokesmen and public off1c1als”

in cities with substantial Negro populations to the effect:
that the ensuing. summer months would see outbursts of

~+ racial violence. This spring the prophecies have been more

‘numerous and more ominous than ever, partlcularly those
voiced Ly Negro leaders,

: * "The war in Vietnam has strengthened the forces‘
of bigotry and reaction,' declared Martin Luther King,
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC)..: “It has caused many young people to become _
disenchanted with our society. The failure to solve the
' problems of our cities will oply exacerbate the situation,
and give the extremists on Both sides a .much more receptive

- . audience, Polarlzatlon of -the race guestion in the

United States won't merely mean outbreaks of violence, It
7W111 mean outrlght race,wars in some of our cxtles "
‘ - At least ten c1ties acfoss the country were
described by King as '"powder kegs" which could expldde -
into racial violence this -summer. .Among those cities ke.
‘listed were New York City, Newark, Washington, Cleveland,
Chicago, Los Angeles, and the Bay area of California, -
1nc1ud1ng Onkland : _ '

Sporadlc youth led riots throughout the country .

must be expected this summer and every summer for the
next decade, Bruce Coles, Program Dlrector for the Chicago
Young Men's Christian Assoc1at10n told the House

Education Subcommitteé. The continuing tumult, according
to Coles, can be traced.to a conflict between the promises
of an affluent society and society's limited ability to
spread that affluence around., Unable to get jobs and rise
out of the slums, the youngsters»—mostly teen~age Negro
boys--simply "blame whitey and raise hell," he said.
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Alienation and tension in some Negro neighbor-

‘hoods "are reaching catastrophic proporticns which can
- lead to unprecedented explosions in 1967,'" warned

Edward Rutledge and Jack E. ¥Wood, Executive Director and

- Associate Executive Director of the National Committee

Against Discrimination in Housing, in an annual report.
Rutledge and Wood, who forecast racial disorders in 1985

and 1966, drew their conclusions from a study conducted

in 41 cities and 25 states during 1966 B _
R Rutledge and Wood claimed they found a conviction

-among Negro youth that progress in civil rights will be

achieved through social turmoil, and they repeatedly
heard such comments in ghéttos as "We need two and a half
more riots to get out of here " .

"Hardly any community in this country can call

‘itself immune from trouble thlg;summer," declared

Floyd HcKissick, National Director of the Congress of

‘Racial Equality (CORE).”’ EbKissick placed Cleveland at
the top of his list of trouble gpots, along with most

New Jersey cjities. Other cities he enumerated were
New York City; Washington: Detroit; Chicago; Gary, Indiana;

'St. Louis; East St. Louis, Illinois; Los Angeles, .

San Francisco, and Oakland.

*A Negro sociologist at Howard University,
Dr. Nathan Hare, sees a '"very real" possibility of a
civil war between whites and Negrees in the United States,

"It's going to be quite a while oif yet--though not so «

far off as to be outside of our life span," he said.
Dr. Hare, who describes himself as a "theorist' in the -
"black power" movement, is actively spreading its

philosophy to Negro colleges across the country,

"Violence is the only way left to the black

man to achieve his manhood in America,' Ernest Chambers,
‘& leader of young militants in Omaha, told delegates to

the National Conference on Community Values and Conflict

"~ in New York City. He said that "violence purges the

soul of the black man and returns to him his self-respect.”
Chambers maintained that prevention of racial violence

was up to the white people, They must realize, he ssaid,
that injustice is practiced daily against the Negro and
that Negro youths will no longer put up with it.
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- The key to racial peace this summer, observed v
.. Roy Wllklns, Executive Director of the National Association
- for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), is jobs for
the thousands of young Negroes who will be turned loose
from school "with muscles in their arms and mischief in
their minds." With ’‘one out of three Negro teen-agers
wandering around," he said, "you are going to have trouble,"
Wilkins expressed the hope that there would be no riot in
any city, and added: '"But I can't say there won’t because :
all the 1ngredients are there." :

Publlc officials in a number of 1arge cities
have expréssed considerable apprehension about the
possibility of racial violence this year. Mayor John V.
Lindsay, of New York City, asserted that "we have no way
of kwowing what this summer -will bring but we do know
that if violence-breaks out, the young people of the
ghettos will be in its vanguaga.ﬁ He hds called upon the

- administration to restore cutsin ;antipoverty funds for
summer youth actlvitiesror face the threat of rlotlng in
Negro ghettos this summer. ’ ! - :

Disturbances,are l1kely in the Natlon s capltal
this summer, according to Walter N. Tobriner, a District
of Columbla Commissioner, unless funds for recreational
programs for school chlldren are approved. If youthful
energy is not channeled constructively, he cautioned,

“I am sure that increased vandalism, destruction, and.
other antisocial behavior would tend to result."” He
added: "0Of course, we can never assume Summer peace,
since incidents fanning neéighborhood reaction are neither
foreseeable nor controllable. But we can, by providing
these funds, make the occurrence of summer incidents less
likely and their enlargement to other areas less apt to
occur." :

Mayor Ivan Allen, Jr., of Atlanta, observed
. that "in any big c¢ity with major slum problems, incidents .
amounting almost to riots can occur at any time during
the hot summer months whenever there is provocative
leadership that finds an incident that can be exploited.
There is always some incident that provocative leaders
can use if they want."
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Familiar Pattern

The forebodings 6f recent years have been amply

" justified in view of the extensive riotous conditioéons

that have developed in the United States during the past
three summers., Evehts have unmistakably shown that any
municipality in the country with a Negro population is

- susceptible to a racial outbreak. A partial listing of

cities and towngwhere racial disorders have occurred since

* 1964 indicates that‘racial disorders can happen anywhere

and everywhere at any time: New York City; Rochester, ,
New York; Philadelphia; Jersey City; Cleveland; Dayton,
Ohio; Langlng, Michigan; Chicago; Waukegan, Illln01s,

Omaha; San Francisco; Los Angeles; Atlanta; Fort Lauderdale,
Florida; and Bogalusa, Louisiana. It is obviously
impossible to p1np01nt when and where racial v1olence will

T

erupt. - » : Y
' Y 3‘\’ L h
‘But there is._ ene aspect of racial v1olence that
can be predicted with gome precision‘_ the pattern it will
follow, In virtually every. instance where major riots

have broken ,ut in Negro’ communities in recent years, the
pattern and sequence of events hawe been identical: the

escalation of an initial minor episode involving police
action; a rapidly growing. crowd and mounting excitement

and hysteria fomented by troublemakers, extremists, and
subversives; overt hostility toward the police, accompanied
by wild charges of '"police brutality'; the explosion of
blind, irrational mob fury and action; street fighting
between Negroes and police; hurling of rocks, bricks,
bottles, fire bombs, and other objects; looting, vandalism,
and arson; and, finally, summoning of police reserves and
frequently the National Guard to restore law and order.

FS
The survey on the following pages endeavors to
highlight the violence potential which exists in the
United States as the Summer of 1967 draws near,
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RACIAL VIOLENCE POTENTIAL IN THE BAST =

Baltimore, Haryland

T Pbpulation 917 000 (1966) 41 par cent Negro E

~{1966) . _ , _

At the present time,‘Baltimore police'officials-
feel that there is less temnsion today than there has been

*  for the past year and-that there is no current situation
that is lkikely to lead ' to riots or racial violence within
the next six months. They believe that the Negro leader-
ship, although at times radical, manages to control its. _ -
followers dnd that the communication between the police N —
and this leadsrship is good, largely due.to the effective- R
ness of community relations councils set up by the Baltimore
Police Department. In their assessment of. the situation,
they conclude that if v1olencq does ogcur, it will arise
either from police action in heavily populated Negro
districts or from countefdemonstrators representing white-_
supremacist hate groups.~ ; 1

: On two occasibns within the past .year, an
, individual representing the Fighting American Nauionalists
and one representing the Baltimore (White) Citizens
Council counterdenonstrated civil rights demonstrations
for integrated housing. The National States Rights Party,
a white hate group, has been refused permission to hold
rallies in the Baltimore area. 4 Klan group hag recently
~ distributed racist. 1iterature in 2 housing project in
‘Baltimore.

The leading civil rights group on the Baltimore
scene is" CORE, which designated Baltimore its target city
for 1966. Most civil rights groups active in Baltimore
are national or local civil rights groups not dominated
or influenced by subversive elements. Although the Civic
Interest Group is a legitimate local group, two of its
leaders have expressed a desire to organize & Baltimore
chapter of Deacons for Defense and Justice, an all-hegro
.organi7ation composed of armed members. :
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| Boston, Massachusetts

Population 617, 326 (1966) 9 per cent Negro (1956).

It is the unanimous opinion of community leaders
that antagonism between the races is relatively nonexistent
and that racial violence in the near future is improbable.
They indicate that efforts to improve the Negroes' econcmic

has been made in school integration; and that commuaication
between minority groups and the police ig considered
excellent. , _

Although no present issues appear to be of
sufficient magnitude to evoke an extreme emotional response,
informed sources indicate that the possibility of a '
gpontaneous outburst of violence inflamed by a Stokely
Carmichael can never be ruled out entirgly. They admit
that a certain amount of tension is eing nurtured by rest-
less teen-agers and by a few_militant adult publicity R
seekers like Reverend Virgil A. Wood, Director of the Blue
Hill Christian Center and Chairman of ‘the New England

" Branch of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.
"Wood, lamenting the lacék of a strong racial issue, is
' straining to find a rallying paint for civil rights e .

activities. .

A

' ‘One issue that carries a potential for racial
difficulties in Boston is the possible election as Mayor
of HMrs. Louise Day Hicks, a school committece member, who
has opposed the civil rights movement. When her candidacy
for Mayor was announced, Martinm Luther King remarked that
it would be very tragic for Boston if she were elected."

‘Buffalo, New York 2

Population 481,453 (1966); 17 per cent Negro
(1966) . | | _

Officials of the Buffalo Police Department say
there i1s no current issue affecting the Negro community
in Buffalo leading them to belleve that there will be any
racial violence in that city during the coming months.
Further, there is no notable hostility on the part of

Negroes toward the Police Department.
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An organization known as BUILD (Build Unity,

.Independence Liberty, and Dignity) was formed in

January, 1967, under contract with the Industrial Areas

' Foundation (IAF), a community organizing agency with
- headquarters in Chigago. IAF, which is headed by
- Saul Alinsky as Executive Director, has been active
. organizing the poor--mostly’ Negroes—-ln Chicago Buffalo,
<and Rochester, New York, . : .

BUILD has publiclyannounced that it will organize

Vthe entige Negro comminity in Buffalo on a 'grass roots™

level for the purpose of building a coalition to apply:
pressure oh the existing '"white power structure" of the -
city. The-major issue for organiZ1ng the community will

. be school integrat*on.

City and Federal Government officials, as well

. as members of the Board of Eduggtxon, fe®l there are no
insurmountable problems facing ﬁegroes in Buffalo in the

form of jobs, housing, and-eddcation. Those who are able
and willing to work are gainfully -enployed, most of then

at existing union wages. Housing is not a major problem,

and some Negroes are f1mding homes_in suburban areag with-
out any sharp conflict. The problem of integrated educa-
tion is being met, and the Board of Education has repfaced
an anti-integratlon member” with a menber recommended by
BUILD. ' _

WThe Common Council of Buffald has two Negroes
on 1t, and the Fire Commissioner, who was appointed in
1966, is a Negro. Many Negroes have been given front
office Jobs in stores and public business places, and no
animosity or friction haga resulted therefrom.

_ If racial tensions increase this summer, it
can well be because BUILD has heated up an issue——rightly
or wrongly--in order to find a magnetic argument. BUILD's
President, Reverend Frank Emmanuel, is regarded by

’ responsxble clergy and others as not only uninformed about

the true conditions in Buffalo but also intellectually
dighonest. It is the preuent intent of the responsible
clergy to remain aloof from BUILD, to keep im touch with
the HNegro communlty, and to act as a counterbalance to

BUILD,
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Charleston, West Virginia

Population 104,976 (1966); 8 per cent Negro

. ‘l .

Authorities are looking rather apprehensively
- toward the recurrence of two racial incidents of the past
year. Both of these involved attempts by demonstrators
to force admittance of Negroes to privately owned amuse-
ment areas; the Rock Lake Swimming Pool in South Charleston
and the Skateland Skating Rink in Charleston. On both ‘
~occasions,, the demonstrators were refused entry. Negro
~ demonstratars at the pool were few,and their attempts to
gain admission did not result in violence. However, a
- second demonstration at the skating rink in Janusary, 1967,
involved 60 Negroes and whites from Vest Virginia State
College and was led by a militant white gtudent named
William Weimer. The incident; #esulted in 34 arrests for
trespassing and disorderly conduct. Welmer was charged
with destruction of progerty ‘and assaulting a police :

officer. . . 3
o

A Human Rights Law, pasged by the West Virginia
State Legislature early this year, has ordered the
integration by July 1, 1887, of all facilities which are
public or deal with the public. Because of this new law,
white and’'MNegro leaders consider that amusement areas,
especially the pool and skating rink--the latter is
scheduled to close in June, 1967-~will become targets of
demonstrators. Law enforcement officers are watching
these areas closzsely and anticipate further demonstrations
on the part of Veimer and other students at the college.

Even though grea leaders, both Negro and white,
are attempting to solve all racial difficulties in a
poaceful manner, all concede that an outbreak of racial
violence in the Charleston area is a possibxlity in the
future..

Elizabeth, New Jersey

' ‘Population 110,000 (1966); 11 per cent Kegro
{1966). . _
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According to city and police officials, racial

‘conditions in Elizabeth are calm and there do not appear

to be any groups or individusls in that city preaenting
a violence-potential problem. They feel that if trouble

- phould arise this summer, it will be a spontaneous and
unorganized action brought on by some unrelated 1ncident

‘Thomas Highsmith Executive Director of

. Community Action for Economic Opportunity, states that

the stability .in Elizabeth is due to the concern and
action of civic leaders in meeting the demands of Negroes
in areas of better housing, better jobs, and better law
enforcement. - v

A\

Hartford, Connecticut

Population 168, OOO (1967) 22 per cent Negro
(1967). P
- ' sip o h
Captain Bengamin Gnldsteln, Coordinator of
Human Relations for the Hartford Police Department, feels
that racial conditions are generally good, and he knows

- of no “seething problems!” that might erupt this year inm

Hartford. He gays the Regro leaders in Hartford are
concerned about possible trouble in the North End of
Hartford, where many Negroeg and Puerto Ricans r931de.
Captain Ggldstein states there is considerable crime

in the area, such as nurders, assaults, and thefts,which

is committed mainly by organized groups who have no
respsct for authority. The mempers oi these groups Will
undoubtedly cause trouble as lawbreakers, but they are
not raclial demonstrators. According to Ceptain CGoldstein,
Negro leaders are doing all they can to assist the Police
Department in maintaining law and order. : -

&

Jersey City, Hew Jersey

“Population 278,000 (1967); 25 per cent Negro
(1867). i - ‘

Captain Raymond V. Blasczak, of the Jersey City
Police Department, says that racial conditions in
Jersey City are generally good. He can foresee no real

- racial trouble during the coming summer. The demands of

Negroes, he gtates, have largely been met,

-9 -

3
$™
St
ey
Lhorzvg

i

L

pream
"
4%
ooy
e
-
wae?




1-00000

Honeignor Eugene'Reiliy,‘paétor of Cﬁfiét fhe
King Roman Catholic Church, knows of no specific area of
racial unrest in Jersey City. He points. out, however,

.that there has been a rash of minor incidents‘lately,
indicating a restless element among the teen-age Negroes. :

Captain Blasczak and Monsignor Reilly both

- state that improved housing conditions, better. schools,

- and more recreational facilitlies and job opportunities
. -for Negroeg are the main objectives of civil rights

- groups. ogerating locally. ' : : :

New York New- York

g

Population 7 993,000 (1967), 14 per cent Negro
(1960);

4 -~

Eighty per cent of ‘the Negroesﬂin New Ybrk City

reside in four areas: .the HarZen areg of upper Manhattan,

the Bedford-Stuyvesant sgction of. Brooklyn,. southeast

'Bronx, and south Jamaica in Queens County.

The racial sitnation in New York City for the
immediate future does not unduly alarm city and police
officials, Negro leaders, and. others familiar with racial

‘affairs in the largest city. in the nation. Most of them
‘de not believe that any serious violence will break out

this sumner,

‘Duejin largefmeesure to advance plancing by
the New York City Police Department, there were no major

~incidents of racial violence in the city during the
Summer of 1966. This advance planning has enabled the

Police Department to anticipate trouble and to take

- preventive steps before a flare-up occurs. The 1967

sunrer schedule of the Police Department calls for
increaged patrols at beaches, parks, and playgrounds;
strategy meetings between police officials and community
leaders; youth projects to keep restless and idle
children and youths occupied; and security precautions
in areas where the spark of racial unrest may be fanned
by subver81ves and extremi ts.

- 10..
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A ledding police official does not contemplate
trouble or violence this summer beyond the normal increase
in disorders caused by juveniles with time on their hands
during the vacation period. His principal concern 1is the

-irresponsible and untrue statements made by too many go-called

civil rights leaders to the mass communications media, for,

he claims, these statements tend to aggravate racial temnsion.
By the same token, he maintains, if the news medis continue
to publicize the dire predictions of viclence of well-known
public figures, violence is very likely to follaw.

%.police oificial stationed in the heart of
Harlenm characterizes the racial situation there as good _
at the present “time., There seems to be no unusual racial
tension, acéordlng to this official, and coatacts between
the police and Harlem residents are normal. He concedes,
however, that the end of the school term and the combina-
tion of idle youths and hot weather could alter the picture,

An officer of- the NAE&P saysuthat it is inpossible
to forecast whether or not there will be violence this
summey or where it will take place . if there is. He notes
that the situgtion has not really changed much since the
Harlem riot of 1964, because the causes of discontent and
unreast gtill pe rsist—-the substandgrd living coaditions
in Negro communities and the lack of equal opportunities
for MNegroes, Fortunately, he adds, most of the Hegroes
affected Yy these adverse conditions never resort to or
engage in violence, HNevertheless, there are a goodly
nunmber who will respond violently to some incident, particu-
larly one which involves so-called "police brucality.".

Another HAACP leader does not foresee any troubl
or violence during the coming months, This official
emphasizes that it is time that all citizens, both HNegro
and white, come to the ‘realization that there will be

“constant turmoil until the day the Negro is granted those

rights and privileges that have been denied him for so
many years, o '

' According to one informed source, it is
impossible to state definitely whether or not there will
be racial violence in New York City, for nc one knows '
exactly what the catalyst may be which would escalate any

- 11 -
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given incident into violence. Numerous reasons have been
- given in the past to explain outbreaks of violence, this
. gource points out, and the same reasons will be cited
again when and if violence erupts.,.

This sourcé states that if he were ssked to -
pinpoint an area where violence might break out, he would
~designate the East New York section of Brooklyn, into
which Negroes are moving from the Bedford-Stuyvesant
" section, Thesé Negroes, he says, are encountering ani-
mosity from the longtime residents of East New York.
Therefore, ,the seeds of trouble are being sown,

: Another informed source feels that violence
potential exists in Harlem and Bedford-Stuyvesant.
Recent statements, this source says, made by Regro
leaders such as Mahrtin Luther Klng and Stokely Carmichael
have not had a calming effect % the Negro people.
Rather, they have served to fédiis attention on the
- possibility that violence 4is inevitable. Furthermore,
‘this source believes, the treatment accorded Adam Clayton
Powell in Copgress and Cassius Clay in his attempt to
avoid the draft--regardless of whether or not ithey deserved
it--has served to intensify Negro ‘resentment and bitterness.
‘All these factors contribute to racial temsion, according
to this source, and when the ingredients of hot weather,
unemployment and restlegs youths are added, there is
definitely an increase in the possibility of racial
violence "this 'sumuer in New York City.

Much Negro resentment was engendered when the
House of Representatives voted, early in March, 1867, to
-exclude Adam Clayton Powell from membership in Congress
for misuse of iunds and unbecoming conduct. Many RNegroes
in New York City and elsewhere in the country regard this
punishment as unusually harsh and an expression of white
racism. They charge that he was singled out for punish
rent because of his race, rather than because his behavior
differed from that of other Congressmen. - Moreover, in
view of the softer punishment that Negroes believe will
be meted out to Senator Dodd by his colleagues in the
Senate, many Negrces are angered by what they feel is the
application of a double standard of conduct by Congress
t0 white and Negro members.

- 12 -
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Negrb subversives and extremists like-Jesse.Gray
and Charles 37X Morris are dangerous because of the.

‘incendlary effect they have on some susceptible Begmehtﬁ

of the Negro population. Gray is Director of the Harlem Commu-
nity Council on Housing and has been active on numerous occa-
sions in the past in demonstrations, particularly against

" "police brutality' 'and "slumlord" exploitation of Negroes.
. Gray was organizer of the Harlem Region of the Cohaunist
Party in the late 1950's and, although no longer a Party

member, he is still friendly with the Party.

Charles 37X Morrig--also known as Charles -

&

| Kenyatta--is the leader of a small group of Negroes

called thé Mau Mau, a black nationalist group. He conducts

weokly street meetings outside the Hotel Theresa in Harlem
- in an effort to inflame Negroes to rise up againast the

vhite man. At a recent gathexing of 75 people, he declared,

"the hell with President Johnson," said he was in favor of
- "burning the city down," and pqedicted fhe summer would be
"very hct." > ' ‘ o

-~ N
b ".‘_. Com .

To one observer of the racial scene, the racial
picture in the United States becemes more confusing every’

- day because ‘the so-calléd civil rights leadexrs who receive
"most of the attention ‘in the news“media are applaunded and

readily accepted as leaders of the Negro psople despite

their obviously divergent philosophies. Martin Luther King

and Stokely Carmichael are cited as classic examples:
King continually reiterates his belief in 1ntegration and

_the us2 af monviolence, vhereas Carmichael exhorts the

Negro people to resort to "black power," with its implled
threat of violence and reverse raoism‘ . :

HewarkL New Jersey_

"~ Population 400,000 (1967); 45 per cent Negro
(1967). R S . .

- Kartin Luther King included Newark among the
cities he described as 'powder kegs,” which "could burst

- into racial violence this summer.'" He thereby aroused

the wrath of Newark Councilmen Calvin D. West and

Irvine I. Turmner, both Negroes, vho stated that they
respected King for his accomplishments, but added; '"We

do not need prophets of doom to incite racial unrest when

- 13 =
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_there»is'hone-'-Whilé we are not naive enough td believe

that the Negro has reached his total goal of human under-
standing in our city, great strides have been made and
greater ones are in the offing." _

Newark porice officials are of the opinion that

_racial condltions are good.. They cannot foresee any

problems at this time. . While admitting that conditions
in Newark are not perfect they also assert that progress
is steady and that the business community is especially
helpful in hiring, training, and promoting Negroes.. These
officials’ reason that many Negroes have a stake in the -
city government and the average income per head of house~
hold and per fam;ly is higher than in any other municipality
on the eastern seaboard. _

Paterson, New Jersey oot

(1967).

Population 152 000 (Lﬁ67), 23 per cent Negro

L. edT =

-:’I

The. general racial condition ‘in Paterson, according
to Mayor Lawrence Kramer,~ is considered good. However, the
absence of poverty funds from the [Federal Government for
recreation during the summer months might, ‘he feels, result
in trouble durim7 this period.

"Mrs. Susan. Herzog, President of the Board of _
Directors of the Paterson Task Force, an antipoverty agency,

- states she does not believe racizl tension exists to any

great extent at the present time but that there is a

‘potential within the Negro community that can burst into the
~open at any moment. As an example, she points out that any

unnecessary force used by a policeman in making an arrest

of a Negro can trigger.racial violence. She also. feels that
it is a mistake on the part of the Federal Government not to
supply funds for summer recreation and supervision of youth
groups. HMrs. Herzog accuses the general news media and
their handling of racial discussions by. Martin Luther King
and Stokely Carmichael of creating tension within the

ﬂNegro community.

" The Very RevorendV&ncent E. Puma, pastor of

| Cur Lady of Victories Roman Catholic Church, also feels

that the Federal Government errs in holding back money for

- 14 -




summer recreation programs, because i1dle youth on gtreet
corners cause problems. Monsignor Puma advised that the
churches and synagogues are attempting to relieve. the
situation during the summer months by organizing a ‘
recreational and teaching campaign whlch will be financed
through donations. S

'll

_Pnilade1phia,-pennsylvania"" S

- populatibh_z;o42,000 (1967); 31 per cent Negro
- @eery. . . | | -

£

-

Hunicipal 1eaders and other knowledgeable
observers generally agree that although there is less
likelihood~*of racial violence this" year than in recent
- years, the potential for violence is ever present. _
~Philadelphia Police Lieutenant George Fencl, of the ClVil
Disobedience Unit, states ‘that racial tensions are '
probably lower than at any time since the riot of
August, 1964, . W - _
LR 1
Phillip Savage, Tri-State Area Dlrector of the
NAACP, says he.has no specxfic information concerning
'pﬂSSlble racial disturbarnices this gummer. He believes .
. substandard housing and unemployment of unskilled worikers
might lead to frustiration and temsion during the hot
summer months and could trigger violence. . He also fegels
that unnecessary force by police officers in making errests
could cause violent reactioms. In support of this con-
- teation, it ig stated in a recently published report by
- the Committee on Community Tensions of the Fellowship
Comnission that mistreatment of citizens by police is more
likely to set off major dlsturbances than any other siagle
. factor.

Thls report named the following areas as tension
points in Philadelphia with the greatest. petential for
racial outbreaks: (1) Kensington, (2) North Central
Philadelphia, (3) Hawthorne Housing Project in South
Philadelphia, (4) 36th and Filbert Streets in Vest
Philadelphia, (5) -30th and Tasker Streets in South
Philadelphia, (6) East Falls in Northwest Philadelphisa,
and (7) 19th and Green Streets in North Phlladelphla.

- 15 -
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Pittsburgh Pennsylvania

Population 604,332 (1960) 17 per_cent_uegro
(1969).

_ Polica and city officials describe the general
racial conditions in Pittsburgh as good and say that - : .
racial issues actually have not received much: support from
the Negro community. Pittsburgh is peculiar in that it L
has five widely separated Negro areas and a lack of concern.

'_:by one Negro community as to what occurs in the others. .
When StoZely Carmichsel spoke in Pittsburgh in March, 1967
- he commented that there were no - real racial 1ssues in that

city. et

. The conrensus of citv officlals is that the ,
potential for violence in ‘Pittsburgh eppears to be very _
small. However, there is alvays the . -poggibility that an
incident can develop into violénce, ghey also point out
that outside racial agitators. are. not known to be vorking

- -in Pittsburgh and that the “previously . mantioned vigit by

Carmichael was an isolated affair.

2. s
l,'

Rochester, New York - v

Population 305 849 (1964); 11 per cenﬁ Negro

1]

(1964).
The prevalent feeling in Rochester 1slthat there

.is a defianite potential for racial violence. An informed

source "can just sense something is wrong in the Neagro

community, howsver, it would be impossible to predicb an

exact date when a race riot might erupt. "

A police official-says that there is no indica~
tion that a racial disturbance is imminent. He feels,
however, the potential is greater than it was last year.
Laplois Ashford, Executive Director of the Rochester
Urban League, 1n presently concerned about the tension
and apprehension in the Negro and the white conmunities.

Another informed source has said that the .
potential for violence in Rochester is at an all-time
high. He cites the principal causes to be substandard
housing and the high cost of living.

= 16 -
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One clergyman regards the racial sitnation in
Rochester as tonse. There are, he points out, several
small groups of Negro young men who are militant and
restless and who want FIGHT (Freedom, Integration, God,
Bonor -~ Today), a local militant civil rights organizs-
tion, to speak out and take more positive action in
demanding an improvehent in Negro conditions.

According to a city official, the generall
apprehension about the likelihood of racial violence
13 based on, the following factors: (1) a prediction of

a "long, hot summer" by the Director of FIGHT; (2) failure

by local, state, and Federal agencies to improve housing,
recreational facilities, and sanitation procedures in
Kegro areag! and (3) congregation of Negro youths on city

‘gtreets,

FIGHT, which was’ formed in. Rochester in 1965
under contract with Saul Alinsk 's Industrial Areas
Foundation, is presently unde:r the leadership of the

- Reverend Franklin Delano Ruosevelb»Florence, a Negro

minister. 1

The* purpose oiffiGHT is to eradicate slum
ghetto areas and school segregation and to provide jobs

. for unemployed Negroes.  In September, 1966, FIGHT @«

approached the largest employer in Rochester--the Eastman
Kodak Company~-and denanded that company to hire and
train 600 hard-core unemployed Negroes. An Assistant
Vice President designated to hold talks with FIGHT signed
& document pertaining to these demands in December, 1866,
but Xodak later repudiated the agreement as unauthavized.
The company explained that it could not deal on an issue
with one racial group to the exclusion of any other and

it would not commit itself to a specific number of persons
it would employ at any ¥iven time. The struggle between
FIGHT and Kodak continues, with the issues still unresoived.

Saul Alinsky, Executive Director of IAF and the

.guidxnw force behind FIGHT, has been described by a former

Vice-President of FIGHT as a master of the "game of confi~-
dence with a play on words, im that he will twist every
racial situation to fit his own needs and to further his

image."

- 17 -
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: FIGHT Director Florence has been characterized
as "power hungry' and insincere. A tactic he employs
frequently is to start a rumor of potential violence, which I

- creates unrest among both Negroes and whites. Through :
unreasonable demands .and threats, which are widely publicized L
in the news media, he has inflamed the poorly educated
Negroes, and they are ready to react against any seemingly
aggressive police action, Because of his insincerity and

- unorthodox ,tactics, Florence is considered a dangerous , S
racial leader. _ o : H

Florence and 600 demonstrators disrupted the
annual stockholders' meeting of the Eastman Kodak Company,
which was held in Flemington, New Jersey, late in
April, 1967. 1In an effort to make Kodak accept FIGHT's
demands, Florence shouted, "If Eastman Kodak wants war,
it's war they'll have." He sa d he plapned to meet with
civil rights leaders, includihf’Stokeiy Carmichael, to .
plan a demonstration in,Roehester on July 24 the third _ L =
aananiversary of the clty s huge riot. , . .

Washington, D. C. = .7

o

| Population 802,000 (1965); 63 per cent Negro
(1965). A A

The Nation's Capital has a higher percentage
of Negroeg thap any other major city in the United States.
Horeover, in 1965, Négroes in Washingtopn public schools
constituted 90 per cent of the total enrollment.

Opinions as to the potential for racial
disturbances in Washington, D. C., during the Sunmer of
19867, are almost as nurlerous and varied as the number
of persons interviewed. Most would agree, however, that
an igolated incident could develop trouble. Because the

- city has a huge Negro population, many 0f whose opinions

- do not vary significantly from those of their kinsmen in
other large cities, the following comments concerning the

" underlying causes of Negro discontent which leads to
disturbances are enumerated:

- 18 -

COMPIDENTIAL



1. Bitterness and resentment arong Negroes
come a8 a result of being. the oppresgsed undardog for
- too long a period. .

2. Negro ,youngsters must be given something
to do to keep thenm ept of trouble.

3. If young Negroes can obtain employment
they will be able to acquire dignity, buy clothing, have
“fun in theiy spare t1ne, and forget about rlots and
violence. e . .

4., .There are not sufficient summertime jobS"
- and not enough recreational facilities and programs to
keep young Negroes occupied during sunmer vacation
periods. .

-~

5., Housing is inadequate. ., During the sunmaer
months, Negro families cannot, gtay in onié-room apariments
where they have bheen confined all win%er. The construce
tion of high-riss, expefsive apartments forces Negroes
intc an overcrowded environment. - Landlords exploit
Negroes through high rent’and inadequate facilities.

: 6. Schools in Negro communi ties are over-
- crowded and inferior by comparlson with those found in
white neighborhoods. :

7. Negroes feel that white police officers
treat them as ‘'secound-class citizens and make them the
target of their racial prejudice. The use of ‘“{riggser"
words, such as "boy" and "nigger," results in disrespect
for and hostility toward the police. Some in the Negro
ghettos look upon all policemen, white and Negro, as the

enenmy. s

8. The shift made by Martin Luther King to
wholehearted support for those protesting United Statesm
.participation in the war in Vietnam and his exhortation
to boycott the draift may have far-reaching effects,
especislly on those facing military service.

- 19 -
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. .stemmed from his Negro ancestry. Thus, he is supported
regardless of his faults. If he is denied his meat in
'Congress, some form of trouble can be expected o

. In April, 1967, Walter N. Tobriner, a District of Columbia .

- of Labor W. Willard Wirtz announced that $5,400,000 would.

,1964,iannounced his plans to work as SNCC Field Secretary

war in Vietnam,

Fw e o 5 Lo 20
fed N 3 20 L

9, Adam. Clayton Powell is still regarded as
an idol and is the favorite of Negroes everywhere. '
Negroes believe that Powell'’s troubles with Conzress

10 There is. a strong undercurrent of antim x
Semitism developing in the Negro community, becauge many
merchants and landlords in the Negro communities are

&

Jews' . . @
4
: 11.. Among Negroes, there is the same. rift
between the yocunger generation and the parent generation
that exists among other ethnic groups.. _

12 The vast majority of the Negro pOpulatien does-'
not feel that disturbances, ‘riots, and.mob action advance
the cause of the XNegro. . y A o -

- ».~

- Concerning conditiohs peculiar to Washington, p. C., L
the 01ty is largely dependent upon Congress for funds. .

Commissioner, warned Congress that disorders are likely
to occur this summer unless funds for recreation programs
are approved. -

In midnApril the Reverend H Albion Ferrell
Digstrict Parole Board Chairman, said that much social
and econdmic Help is aneeded ixn Washington and that
Ygwimming pools and the things swimming pools represent'
will pot be enough to maintain peace.

On Hay 10, 1967 Vice President Hubert Humphrey
announced that Waehington should have 15 new swimming
pools completed by mid-July. On the same day, Secretary

be spent on a program, beginning in June,vto provide jobs
or training for 4,000 Washingmonians. '

In nid-May, 1967,-Stokely Carmichael, who
graduated from Howard University im Washington, D. C., in

in the Nation's Capital this summer, He called for a
massive "resistance movement" by young people to end the

-20 - | —
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Howard is primarily a Negro university. On

March 21, 1567, Selective Service Director Lewis B, Hershey

was booed from & platform at the university by antidraft

protesters. A series of subsequent demonstrations led to -
the issuing of an grder on May 5, 1967, by Howard President
- James M., Nabrit placing an administration veto over the .

time and place of demonstrations and banhning umnofficial
press conferences, The order met with immediate defiance
from the Black Power Committee, which held a canmpus

- demonstration-and a- press conference hours after the newy

rules were . announced, "

One” source states that tensione are created by

the "rabblé-rousing" speeches by so-called HNegro leaders, -
- such as Carmichael, Harion Barry, and Julius Hobson. ,
Barry was formerly SNCC Director in Washingtion.  Hobsoun, an
- extremist, is Chairman of the District of Columbia chapter
of Associated Community Teams SACT) Bt . o

3 - ‘
This source states “that” these so-called leaders

frequently accuse the local police of brutality, but

investigation usually digproves the accusation. ' Another
source pointéd out that- ﬁerry and Lester HcKinpie, SHCC

‘Director in Washington, were attempting to provoke a

gituation when they were arrested recently after walking
against &8 red traffic light. . While real,problems
involving» the attitude of the police toward Negroes do

exist, the source adds, Barry needs issues to keep the

SNCC organization alive, The fact that Barry had to
attempt to provoke an incident, this source concludes,

_reflects an improvement in the pollce image.

Police officials and others indicate that a
contributing factor of racial tension in Washington is
irresponsible coverage glven to all racial incidents
or incidents with racial overtones by local newspapers
and radio and television stations., It is said that radical
and exaggerated statements are given publicity, without

.any attempt to clarify or refute these grossly biased

remarks. Simple and honest reporting, it is felt, would
do much to lower the gereral temper of the public., Similar
comments are made about the national television coverage
given to antiadministration statements by persons such

‘as King, Carmichael, and Cassius Clay.
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A member of the Citizens Advisory Council
condemns SNCC for displaying in its Washington office
windows posters of a white policeman shouting “Nigger
S.0.B." and pictures of lynchings. According
to this source, SNCC's exhortation to "Stop Police

Brutality" is nothing short of hatred and an incitement :

to riot.

. . The fatal shooting of a:19~year~old Negro with
a lengthy arrest record by a Washington policeman on

May 1, 1967, has precipitated protest on the part of
sone Negroes. These Negroes threaten civil violence if
the District -Commissioners do not sponsor a "citizen
investigation' of the shooting. -

P
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RACIAL VIOLENCE POTENTIAL IN THE MIDVEST

Akron Ohio

I
: \
Population 300 000 (1967), 18 per cent Negro (1967)

Chief Harry Whiddon of the Akron Police Department
sees the rgcial climate in Akron as vastly improved over last
year. He reports that the irproved situation has resulted
from Mayor John Ballard's competent handling of racial
matters and the steps taken by the Police Department to
promote betfter relations with minority groups which previously

_exhibited keen resentuent toward law enforcement officers.

However., Chief Whiddon and other knowledgeable
observers advise that the po%ential for .racial v101ence in
Akron is difficult to evaluate?for,. twp primary reasons:
first, there is an unprqﬁigtable element composed of Kegro
youtha who are unorganized, undisciplined, and completely
lacking in respect for lap and order; sSecond, there is the

-possible infiuence of outsiders who want to cause disruption
- for their own purposes: Either of these two elementg can
fan a spontaneous incident into a full-scale riot. ;A

-
.

Benton Harbor, Michigan

_ Benton Harbor and adjoining Benton Township have a
ombined ‘population of 45,000, ofwhich 25 per cent is . Negro.

Racial condltions in the area are describsdfby
local leaders as fairly satisfactory at the present time,
although there is a prevalent uneasy feeling among both

- races that the peace is temporary. Civic committees,

conposed of both whites and Negroes, are apparently able to
settle racial differences amicably. The area is said to be
corpletely integrated, but civil rights groups claim that

_ housing discrimination still exists.

‘vOfficials'of the Benton Harbor Police Department
and the Beunton Township Police Department and other informed

‘gources feel that future racial violence in the area is

unlikely, but if it does occur it will be sparked by a
spontaneous, unforeseen event and will begin among the younger
Negroes, who are manifesting a growing belllgerence.
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‘Chicago, Illinois

 (1966).

Population 3,466,000 (1966);'25 per cent Negro

While the potential for racial disorder in Chicago

continues to exlst, it is no greater than it was in 1966

becauvse intensive and extensive efforts are being made to
extend social justice to areas largely inhabited by minority
grouns . Hevertheless, it is recognized that a relatively

- minor incideht can rapidly evolve into & major disorder snd

that actiohs by certain groups or individuals can zlter the

raclial picture significently overnigbt.

' Unfortunately, there is a very real potential for

a major disturbance within low-income, Negro ueighborhoods.
Prominent among these are: * (1) the near west side of :
Chicago's Loop, (2) North Lawndale, (3) the east and west
Garfield Park communities, and ((4)- several areas on Chicago's
south side, such as Englewood, In. addftion there is the
Puerto Rican community on’ Chicago 8 north sxde where

~ disturbances occurred in Jgne, 1966

The maaor disofders in Chjcago over the past
several years have generally taken place within the confines
of the areas listed above. . However, the open-housging
marches during the Summer of "1966 regulted in disturbances
in all-white residential neighborhoods located primarily _
in the Bouthwest and northwest sections of the city, -

. %

. The impact of the presence in Chicago of
Hartin Luther King and other leaderg of the Southern Christian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) was somewhat limited during the
early Summer of 1966, Ultimately, the Chicago Freedom
Hovement (C¥X), dominated by the SCLC, initiated s program
of open-occupsncy marches intc all.white areas known Zor
their animosity toward Negroes. The marches escalated in
intensity until August, when the city obtained an injunction
limiting the number of marchers, setting.the time for marches,

and imposing other restrictions., Soon thereafter, a so-called

"suminlt conference, ' which included Hayor Richard J. Daley,
King, CFHM representatives, and others, reached certain
agreenments and temporarily defused the open-housing issue.
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However, these sagreements were not approved in all
respects by the more militant wings of the CFY¥ and other
civil rights organizations., ‘Hore or less in proteazt, they
organized open~housing maxrches into the westera suburb of

Cicero in September. ; These marches resulted in isolated
“incidents of violence, necessitated the calling out of the

Illinois National Guard to preserve order, and served to
aggravate the prevalent anti-Negro antagonism for which

N Cicero is well known.

. EY

¥ithin the past several months, charges have been

leveled by segments of the local civil rights movement

primarily the CPM, that city agencies party to the August,
1966, agrecments were not honoring their obligations,

These charges led to a flurry of publicity on comments by
King and Reverend Andrevw Young, SCILC Executive Director,

that it may be necessary to repew marches and demongtrations
which would make the 1966 marche ‘"pale bytcomparison." In
early April, 1967, Hayor Daley bihted that the violators of
the Auguat, 1966, injunctbon would be srreasted and law and
order would prevail Additionally, ‘Cook. County Sheriff
Jogeph Woods stated that vielence would not be tolerated in
suburban Cook County this.summer, Thus, the original
charges had the net effect of hardeding attitudes and
causing a loss of communication between civil rights =
advocates and local governmeént,

?

A growing problem is the activity of "blackipower"v-

advocateg who inflame emotions; inflate minor incidents,
such as police matters, out of perspective; and attenpt to
degtroy confidence in lav enforcement agencies.

Certain organizations pregent a8 similar problem
even though the vast maiority of Chicago's Negro citizens
have turned their backs on such groups. Among these groups
sre the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
(SNCC), Deacons for Defense and Justice (DDJ), and
Associated Community Teams (ACT). The DDJ, with an estimated
memberghip of seven, advocates arms for the defense of
Negroes., ACT and 5NVC are militant civil rights groups.
Chicago members of ACT zssociate with a '"black power' group.
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An individual worthy of mention is nationally
known entertainer Dick Gregory, who ran for mayoxr of Chicago

.as an independent write-in candidate in Harch, 1267. He has

led numerous civil rights demonstrations in Chicago and
elsewhere and has been arrested in connection with this
activity for digorderly conduct, resisting arrest, and the
like. Gregory is consgidered a "maverick" who does not lend
exclusive support to any civil rights group and participates
in activities which appeal to him personally. - '

- Although a large number of Negro families have
found homes in previously all-white communities without:
incident, the possibility of violence resulting from future
move-ins cangot be ignored. _

In the white communities, there are counterparts
of the Negro nationalist groups. Prominent among these
winority exclusion’groups is Qperat1on Crescent {0OC). It is
reportedly 2 combination of some’'1l9 organizations in white
neighborhoods, The OC, which i§*opposed to opsn housing.
and forced integratlon, such -as in-the public schools, has
gaid that it will sponsor counterdemonstrations against civil

swights marcheg in white neighborbcods, Primarily, OC represents

neighborhoods forming a'crescent running from Chicago's
southwest side, through near-west suburbs, to Chicago's
northwest side. . .

At the present time, there aré no specific situa-
tions in Chicago which contain the immediate potential for an
outbreax Jf racdial violence. It is realized, however, that
disturbances or violence can occur at any tiwe, The low-
income, high-population-density, slum areas of Chicago's
gouth and west sides must be considered tense and volatile,
Residents of these neighborhoods, with particular emphasis
on Lawndale and Garfield Park, feel that there has been no
improvement in city services and facilities since last
summer, In many instances, the police are regarded as the
enemy in these nelghborhoods, Inhabitants of these areas

" are also convinced that local merchants, particularly white

merchants, charge prices that are h;gher than those in white
neighborhoods,

The Negro community feels that violence snd
disturbances will occur again, particularly in the Lawndale
area, and the only duestion in the minds of most residents
of these areas is what type of incident will set them off.
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Cicero-Berwyn, Illinois

The adjacent communities of Cicero and Berwyn have
& combined all-white population of 128,000, Part of Cicero
borders directly on Chicago's west side Hegro slum areas,
and this boundary has long represented an invisible Iine,

beyond which Chicag¢'s slum areas have never cxtendede

‘Superintendent of Police Joseph Barloga of Cicero

. feels that the Cicero-Berwyn area is of particular concern

because of -the publicly acknowledged anti-Negro sentiment
prevalent in these all-white communities, the past exclusiocn
of Negroes, and the disturbance which took place in September,
1966, on the occasion of an open-housing march by Negro

civil rights militants from Chicago into the area. This

‘disturhance resulted in the arrest of some 40 psrsons.

Anti-Negro sentiment has been conpounded by the fOrmatian»
of so-called property owners! groups, the majority of which
are stroangly opposed to open b using. Ih Superintendent
Barloga's opinion, if there is"a Negrb move-in or & civil
rights march into Cicere durihg the Summer of 1967--as has
been threatened by Martin Luther~K1ng-~violence will be

almost a cerpainty. o

L34

Cincinnati, Ohio

k2

Populatibn 500,329 (1966); 24 per cent Negro (1968),
¥ - . .
Public and police officials and informed obsexrvers’

report that, in general, racial conditions are good in Ciancinunati,

Chief of Pollce Jacob Schott says that becazuse the HNegro
community is widely dispersed and the City Council provides

‘a forum for leaders of protest groups to set forth their

views, there is less possibility of violence in Cinciwvnati
than in other large cities. In addition, a Police-Community
Relations Bureau has recently been formed by the Police
Department to expand the activities of district-level
conmittees whose function is to promote greater harmony
between the police and the Regro community.

These officials say that "the potential for racial
violence is present if someone triggers it or if an outsider
such as Stokely Carmichael is able to precipitate a disturbance,
Public Safety Director Henry Sandman notes a possible tension
point could be the rising rate of unemployment among Hegro
teen~agers and young adults, especially in connection with
the digeriminatory hiring p03101es of the building trade

unions,
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‘Cleveland Ohio

1 Population 810, 858 (1965), 33 per cent Negro

Local police officials, responsible civil rights
representatives, civic leaders, and knowledgeable observers
- indicate that there is no reason to expect full-scale
“yloting in Cleveland this summer such as occurred in the

. Hough area in July, 1966. All expect sporadic incidents to.

take place throughout the East Side, such as rock throwing,
- fire bombing, and vandslism practiced by teen-age Negro
hoodlums and restless jobless youth, v

. Sergeant John J. Ungvary, Coordinator of Racial
Matters for the Cleveland Police Department, believes the

racial climate has irpxoved receatly as a. result of effortsf
‘by the Municipal Community Relations Board, articles in the

local NHegro newspaper, and actions of aroused responsible
,citizens against the hoodlums who haveﬂbeen creating terror

. in the streets of the Negro, ghettol-

1

In June, 1966, several. dlsturbances occurred in the - o

vicinity of the Jomo "Frgedom" Kenyatta (JFK) House, privately
- operated cormmunity centér which was a hangout for teen-age

hoodlums and black nationalists from the time it opened in
‘1964, Negro youths threw rocks at cars and store windows,
tossed five bombs, and destroyed one supermarket by fire,
Thereafter, the Police Department, which. considered this
center the Humher One potential trouble spot for crganized

racial violence, cloged the JFK House for ganitatiorn ressons

‘and building—code violations.

| There have been no major ‘disturbances in Cleveland

since the widespread rioting of July 18-21, 1966, which
resulted in four deaths, $500,000 damage, and ?52 arresgsts.

However, incidents have. occurred such as one in April, 1967,

when six Hegro youths burned down a school in the hearf of

the HNegro comnunity, causing damage of $250,000. Later that

~month, a rowdy group of Kegro teen-agers threw rocks and

bottles at automobiles and store windows and locted business

establishments.
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In the Spring of 1867, Fred A Evana, i3 Negro ‘who

1ikes to be called "Ahmen" and is a self-claimed agtrology

expert, predicted that May 9, 1967, would signal the
outbreak of hostilities between the United States and

Red China and would be the beginning of a general uprising
by Negross everywhere. Actually, "Ahmen" is the leader of
a small group=~about 100-~o0f black nationalist extremists

- known as the United Black Brotherhood (UBB), which is the
- successor to the JFK House. According to police, most

members of the UBB do not have any real understanding of
the black nationalist philosophy and are primarily a group
of lavless youths who are now using the black nationalist
slogans as a'cloak for their criminal conduct.

Q

Early in May, 1967 CORE announced that it had

- picked Cleveland as a "target clty" for "an extensive

progranr for the Negro community." A week later,

Hartin Luther King announced that the city had been
selected for organized civil'!f#ights action this summer.
He spid his Southern Christian Leadership Conference
would gtart a program in June similaxr to programs begun -
in Chicago, Louisville, and Grenada, Migsissippi. EKipg
termed Clevéland a "teeming cauldron of hastility."_

Dayton, Ohio N

» Population 270,000 (1967); 22 per cent Negro
(1967). )

Officials‘of local civil rights groups and the
Dayton Police Department agree that racial conditions in
that city appear to be very good. - According to Mrs, Hiley 0

.¥Williamson, Secretary of the Dayton chapter of the RAACP,

racial antagonism which could result in violence does not
exist., Clair W. HartZ, Acting Chief of Police in Dayton,
admits that s spontansous eruption could occur over a
relatively minor incident, but to his knowledge organized
violence is not in the offing.

Detroit, Michigan

Population 1,640,000 (1966); 35 per cent Negro
(1965). . .
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, Informed sources have given a favorable general
picture of the overall racial situation in Detroit. Serious

collaborative efforts by dedicated leaders of both races

: appear to have preduced comparatively successiul reaulta
- with great strides being made to establish a peaceful
,equilibrium between tpe white and Negro pnople. o

‘ ' Highly placed law enforcement officials indicate -
, that they know of no existing situations that might trig gger
racial violence., They very cautiously added that the same
situation existed last-year and yet riots did occur, All .
concede that if these riots break out again this year, they
will undoubtedly repeat the pattern of 1966; that is, they
will emanate, from exclusively Negro districts which have high
concentrations of loitering teen-agers, violent crime, and

- all-rovnd lawlessness.

: . Officials agree that they do not feel violence,'
will occur, but if it does, it 111 probably stem from sonme
nminor 1ncident like the ;ssuan&e of :a traffic citation ox
sone equally minor. charge iavdlving residents of the Negro
- districts. ) R

o Responsible Hégro citizens who have firsthand '
"knowledge of conditions in these. dfstricts believe that racial
viclence will occur this summer in these areas. They base -
thelr judgment on the rather‘large concentration of Nation cf
Islan members whose pro-Negro and antivhite propaganda
-incites Negro youths to crime and violence; on the ideas of
“black power' implanted by the visits of Stokely Carmichael
to the Detroit area during the past year; and by the  general
- conditions in these Hegro districts described as harboring
smoldering hostility which lends itself to sudden racial
incidents, particularly during the hot, summer months.

East 8t. Louis, Illinois

Population 85,000 (1967); 55 per cent Negro (1867),

Police officials, local civic'leaders, and representa-

tives of civil rights organizations indicate that the prospects

for racial peace in East St. Louis during the summer months
appear to be very good and, barring some unforeseen incident,
no racial violence is expected. It is generally believed
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- .that the greatest potential for racial violence would come
- f£rom minor flare-ups on construction Jobs caused by the

difficulties encountered by Negroes in attempting to join
Iabor unions.

According\to Billy Jones, attorney for thn local

chapter of the HAACP, the only person who might try to fomeﬁt

a disturbance is Homer Randolph, Chairman of the ¥East St. Louis ‘_i

branch of CORE, and he has no genuine issue for which to fight.

" John M. Kinkpntrick leader of the East 3t, Louig HAuman.
‘Relationg Co&mission,'stated that probably the most opportune
" time for violence there had passed; that was, whoen Stokely

Carmichael: gpoke at o local mll-Negro high school im April,

1967, and enlied for the éexercise of "black power." The .
‘audience did not 1ndicate any tendency to follow his advice,

" Plint, ﬁichigan N ‘ b N

Population 200 000 (1967),‘P22 per cent Negro (1367).

It is the opifiich ‘0% responsible civic leaders

that Flint, whose Mayor is a Negro, has little racial

tension that*cannot be, gdttled through established char nelq

-0f communication, The /city has awhigh employment rate and
. is congldered to be fully integrated, with the possibhle
exception of a few elementary schools in predominantly:

white areps. ‘A Coumunity Relations Bureau, egstsblished by
the Flint Police Department and composed of responsible Negro
and vhiteg leadera representing civic, law enforceneant, Hegro,
and church groups, neets monthly wad irons cut prcblemo of
concern to the community.

~Although it appears to be the comsensus that racisl

“tension is minimal, there are some who view the situation

in a different light. *A national KAACP leader recently
spoke in Flint and described the city as a "Jim Crow town)'
contending that housing and the educational gystem remain
segregated. The President of the Flimt KNAACP, Edgar Holt,
is considered extremely militant, ‘has participated in -

picketing demonstrations, and is presently considering enonomic-

boycotts to enforce cpen~housing legislation.
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Chief of Police Gerald Lyons describes two
situations which could activate a definlite violence potential:
forcible arrests in a predominantly Negro area and a
prolonged gtrike at the General Motors plant with resultant
unemployment,

[
e .
‘.

Gary, Indiana

_ Population 182,500 (1960C); 55 per cent Negro
e facto segregated housing is currently the most

volatile and the most potentially dangercus and explosive
issue in Gary. Negro leaders predict that if events take
their naturg£l course, the entire city will eventually become

- & Hegro ghetto surrounded by a white wall.of suburbia., The

- Omnibus Civil Rights Bill and the Open Cccupancy Ordinance _

- were passed in 1965, and Mayor: A, Martim Kstz created the - o
Gary Human Relatlons Commigsion 3o enfgorce open occupancy. o
However, an injunction has delayed.the enforcement of open e
- gccupancy and has caugmed’ fesentuent among Negroes who now : :
threaten to take direct. action. : .

Hembers of an extremely nilitant youth group called
Students for a Democratic Society have injected themselves
into slum clearance by forming an organization known ss the
FPreedom Union for Slum Eradication (FUSE). FUSE, a direct
action group, has been criticized by some Negro leaders for
playing on the emotions of the Negro people by raising
unfounded and reckless. charges against community poverty
and slum~clearance programs. A number of FUSE representatives
are said to be arrogant and hostile toward authority of an
l:ind @ ’ ‘

Police and other city officials and civil rights
leaders have expressed grave concern over the violence
potential of Negro gangs--sonme of whose members are in their
20's--because of their possession of weapons and fire
bombs. These gangs are reportedly bragging about future
plans for violence, Overall membership is estimated at 600,
Combined, these gangs represent sections of the entire
nidtown Negro community. :
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. armed persons in Gary and that their possession of small
arms constitutes a dangerous situation because it facilitates

sgtricter legislation governing the purchase and posgegsion
~ of weapons, . . '

under fire, One civil rights leader characterizes thesze

. eriticism is that officers are not adequately trained to

.recent victory of Richard G. Haticher, 33-year-old Negro

In a public announcement in August, 1966, Chief of
Police Conway C, Mullins estimated that there were "“50,000"

the commission of crimes of violence, Chief Mullins
denounced existing lax gun-control laws and advocated much

Gary police-community relations have also cone

relations as "lousy," but adds that this criticisam applies to
both white and Negro police officers. The crux of the

handle pecple and problems that could develop into riotous
situations, : .

Negroes ih Gary comprlse a nearly sol*d and
formidable voting bloc. Three“of- the present nine city
Councilnen are KNegroes; one of ithe three Gary Police
Commissioners is a Negro;,/and.the Lake @ounty Coroner, a
Negro, resides in Gary. All of- the city's elght high schools
have sone NHegro pupils. . ,

P

This Negro voting power wWae clearly evident in the

Councilnan~at~large, who won the Democratic nomination foyr
Hayor of Gary in the primary election on May 2, 1967, aver
the incuwmbent, Mayor Katz., The campaign was conducted on
an extremely Bitter Jlevel and has undoubtedly left scars
anong Kegroes and whites, Katz, for example, called Hatcher
a "radical, extremist, and an advocate of black power,* One
of Hatcher's main supporters iz alleged to have asserted
that "we should use whatever methods possible, including
violence, in order to meet our goals.” It is feared that any
friction over voter registration or almost any incident
during the forthcoming election campaign could possibly

gpark violence, Hatcher is generally conceded to stand ;
a good chance of being elected. ' i

Harvey—Dixmoor Illlnois

. . j
' Harvey has a population of 25, 000 of which 28 per {
cent 1is Hegro, The HNegro community is locaﬁed directly j
opposite Dixmoor, which has a population of 6,000, 60 per cent i

being Negro.
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During the Suxmers of 19864, 1965, and 1966, the:
Harvey-Dixmoor area wag the scene of riots revolving around’
& liquor store and a televislon store. A police officer wam
. shot im the chest during the 1966 disturbance., 8Since the .

- 8pring of 1967, police. officers,eutering the area aurrounding
‘thess stores, have been heckled and, in sowre instances,
attempts have been made to prevent them from entering. These
‘incidents have been instigated by young hoodlums and youthe
- who are hostile toward authority generally. Such incidents
- are not considered as civil rights situations, but the
: individuala 1nvolved could conceivably create violence. _

| Indianapolis Indiana

Population 500 000 (1967) 25 per cent Hegro
(1967). ,
‘ Informed gources do qnot thionk vioience is 1mminent
as sincere efforts are being mage to relieve conditions :
which breed racial unrest. The™local: MNAACP director and the .
police are achieving mutdal- umderstanding of their problems

and are improving channels between Negroes and the police
in an effort *to forestall'incideuts thet could spark

violence,
4/

Reverend Andrew J. Brown, President of the Indiana

_ chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership Conferecuve, does .
‘not agree that the racial situation has improved. He coutends
that youmg Negroes, particularly, are losing p&tience and

an incident wmight igunite the “powder kego"

Kansas City, Hissouri

 Kansas City, Missouri, has a population of 576,000,
19 per cent of which is Negro, und adjacent Kansasg City, Kansas,
hag a population of 180,000, 17 per cent of which is Negro

Within the past year, there have been several
demonstrations in Kansas City, Missouri, protesting alleged
police brutality and discrimination againbst Wegroes, These
demonstrations were led by the Council for United Action (CUA),
an organization formed last year with the help of Saul Alinsky ]
Industrial Areas Foundation {IAT).
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The IAF keeps a man, Hichael James Miller, in the

city to gerve as organizer and advisor for CUA. Hiller, a

graduate of the University of California, at Berkeley, has

been active in the past in SRCC. In the Summer of 1966, he
attended a National Youth Encampment held by the Conaunist

Party, USA, at Camp; Webatuck Wingdale, New Ybrk..

The CUA is planning econonic boycotts to be held

in Kansas City. Responsible minority and community leaders

know of no specific potemntial for racial violence. They
point out that spountaneocus disturbances might cccur when
allegatiqns are made Jdf unequal or brutal treatment by

police or when some other incident is magnified by
" irrespongsible-talk or publicity. - _

'..ﬁ

Iansing, Michigan

Population 120, 034 (1967), 11 per cent Negro
(1967). X AT
. $ "" PR TS
Civic leaders. An . Lansing feel that the efforts
that have been made through such'agencies as the Human
Relations Council, composed of prominent Regroes and whites

in the commurity, have «done much toward keeping racisl matters

- from beconing controversial issues’ It is felt that no

nilitant groups exist among Lansing's Negroes and that

community efforts being made to secure better job opportunities

and hetter housing and the development of recreational
facilities for Hegroes attest to the success of the
collaborative qffcrtq of Negro leaders and city officigls.

As to the poséibility of racial violence in the
area, responsible members of the Hegro community feel that
raci&l digturbances may occur this summer, but if they do,

" they will be spontaneous, unorganized reacticns to gome

police enforcement mattér.

Hilwaukee, Wisconsin

(1967).

Population 750,000 (1867); 11 per cent Negro

‘Police officialg, leaders of the Negro community,
and other inforped sources state that there has generally
been no change in the racial situation in the city during
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. prosecute Father Groppi and others,

the past year, It is pointed out that a large number of the
Negroes in Milwaukee are home owners and live in single or
double family dwellings and there are no tenement districts,

Some Negro leaders feél that the Police Department
is too severe in its relations with Negroes and may be
applying a double standard in dealing with Negro and white
citizens. On the other hand, Chief of Police Harold Breier
contends that law and order can be maintained only through
vigorous law enforcement

The main worry of police is the potentially
explosive influence posed by the Milwaukee Youth Council
(MYC) of the NAACP, a civil rights group made up pr1n01pa11y
of juveniles "under the direction of Father James E. Groppi,

‘assistau¢ pastor of St. Boniface Roman Catholié¢ Church,.

The headquarters of the MYC is at Freedom House, in the heart

- 0f the Negro community. Fathey Gr0pp1 who is white, is an

outspoken civil rights leader. }‘ “nk
§ oAy s

In early March,:1967w thnee members of the MYC
told police that Father Groppi and members of the MYC had

made plans for the fire bombing of a number of residences

of public officials as z.diversionary tactic so that members
of the MYC could start a riot. However, police have been

unzble to obtain sufficient corroborative 1nformatlon to
-4

,On May 5, 1967, Father Groppi and two members of
the MYC weére aﬁrested for interfering with police officers
in the arrest of two 16~year-old boys charged with disorderly
conduct in the vicinity of Freedom House., As a result, 75
young people gathered at the scene of the arrest and threw
rocks, which broke squad car windows. At the time of his
arrest, Groppi allegedly shouted, "Start the riot."

Since that time, police cars crulsing the area
have been pelted with stones and once a fire bomb struck the
roof of the vehicle but did not ignite. On another occasion,
two abandoned houses in this neighborhood were set on fire
by a 12~year-old boy who admitted that he hangs around
Freedom House, although he is not a member. Because of the
provocative activities prompted by Father Groppi and members
of the MYC, police are keeping a close watch on the immediate

neighborhood of Freedom House,
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Hinneapolia-st. Paul’, Hinnesota

" On May 13, about 500 civil rights demonstratorﬂ,

‘led by Father Groppi marched on Milwaukee's police headquarters.
- to protest what they contended was police harassment of . ‘

Negroes, Father Groppli had been complaining of police

.harassment for several weeks.

‘Muskegon, Eichigan

Hinneapolis hag a’ population of - 482 89? (1960),

and adjacent St. Paul has a population of"313,000 (1960).

In each cjty, Negroes comprise less than three per cent of

_ the population.»

e racial situation in Hinneapolis and St. Paul

.has not changed to any extent in recent months, according

to sources most familiarx with racial conditiops in this
area, There is no known conditxon at this time which would
forecast racial unrest or mob” violence in these twin cities

during the next few months. % .

‘/' Y =

Buskegon has a: population of 46,000, 15 pvr cc“t
of which is Hegro, and adjacent Muskegon Heights hag a
population of 21, 000, of whlch 40 per cent is Negro.’ e

A number of informed gources in this area state
that employment is high; schools are both good and integrated;
and no racial sntagonisms exist at present. Civil rights
demongstrations are peaceful and are aimed primurily at-
better housing and fair treatment for Negroes.

Although overall race relations in the area are
considered good, law enforcement officials are following with

- gome concern two potentially dangerous trends. The first is

an increase in violent crine in the heavily populated Hegro
aréas, which is considered’ indicntive of a growing contempt
for. authority especially prevalent in the 16 to 20 age group,
who attenpt to screen their lawlessness by civil rights
activities. Too, within the past year, Sheriff Marion
Calkinsg hag noted & resentment on the part of the white

"people in the area over this rise in crime and a definite
Aincrease in regquests for gun permits and in the purchases of -

firearms, Sheriff Calkins 1s watching for evidence of
organizational activities and, together with community
leaders, feels that there is a growing potential for racial

_violeuce inthis area among’ irre sponsible Negro youths,
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Omaha Nebraska

Population 385,000 (1967), 8 per cent Negro
(1967). |

In July, August and September, 1906 and March and

April, 1967, there were serious incidents of racial violence

in the Negro district of Omaha, All of these cccurred
gspontaneously and involved primarily Negro youths under 25
years of age.. It was.necessary to call upon the National
Guard to stop the widéspread vandalism and looting that
occurred in July, 1966, Two of these incidents followed
necegsary police action in the Negro district; one resulted
from strong* feelings aroused by the suicide of an incarcerated
Negro youth; and the other was considered a continuation

of teen-age fights at a local recreatlonal center.

- Informed sources congider the present situation
tensge and rate the possibilit& 6f racial vielence quite
high" due to the i1l feeling c¢reated by past incidents and
to the rapidity with which Negro youths respond to the
leadership of militant malcontents who are not associated
with any civil rights groups. Informed sources agree that
communications between law enforceiient and city officials
are open but are not as good ag they were a year ago,

7The prevailing mood in the city is one of impatiencee
Statements that the city will tolerate no more violence are
creating ?"eatex hostility and tension., . Negro leaders are
criticizing the Police Department for inadequate protection
against the rampaging yvouths, alleging that the police are
reluctant to enter the Negro district and possibly precipitate
an incident that could lead to further violence.

St. Louils, Missouri *

» Population 700,000 (1865); 29 per cent Negro
(1960). | | .

In 1963, the St. Louis branch of CORE picketed the
Jefferson Bank and Trust Company, alleging job discrimination.
As a result of the picketing, 15 denonstrators were arrested,
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They were later found in contempt of court and received finesg
and jail sentences of varying severity, which they began to-
serve in March, 1967. Protests were initiated in Harch, 1967,
against the Jefferson Bank and Trust Company and against .
Judge Michael J. Scott, who had found the demonstrators N -
gulilty of contempt o court Picketing has been carried out :

at the Judge's home almost daily since Harch 13, 1867, under
the spongsorship of a group known as the East-West Coordinating
.Council (EWCC). Eugene Tournour, who has been described as

& member of the Communist Party, USA, in Chicago, was
reportedly in St. Louis to asgist 1n organizing the EWCC.

Knowledgeahle sources in St. Louis agree that the o ¥ B
jailing of tbe Jefferson Bank demonstrators serves as a R
rallying point for those who may wish to stir the emotions
. of the Megro community, It is agreed that eventual violence
" is a possibility, Some observers have gone so far as to
suggest that even though the sentences. meted out to the
denonstrators were deserved, ig;@ight be VWise to release
them in the hope of easing tensxons among Negroes, - It is
also felt by some that viblence. could be triggered by
friction between police officers snd Negroes, no matter
~“how trivial the pre01pitatfng incident,

Another point of danger is the problem of unemploym
ment anong Negroes., Approximately 4,000 Negro youths who _
were employed during the Summer of 1966 will not be employed
during the 'Summer of 1967 because of a lack of available
funds.,

% g
Ovtsiders such as Eugene Tournour, ‘Martin Luther
King, and Stokely Carmichael are seen as adding to the
potential for urrest and violence. Carmichael spoke in
St. Louis in April, 1967. One observer expressed the opinion
that 1f such individualg, as these would stay away from
St. Louis, the problems nmight be more successfully resolved,

Waukegan.liorth Chicago-Zion, Illinois

Waukegan, North Chicago, and Zion are adjacent commu~ ;
nities with a total population of 200,000, 13 per ceant of which ;
iz HNegro. 4

CONFIDENTIAL



© . . The Negro community in Waukegan was the aite of
disturbances in the late Summer of 1966 precipitated by
minor hoodlums and irresponsible teen-agers rather than
being of racial origin. However, the strong lanzuage used
by Waukegan's Mayor Robert Sabonjlan in denouncing the
persons responsible engendered reaentment among the entir
Negro community, who felt that all were being blamed for
the actions of relatively few., The violence potential in
the Regro tavern area where the 1966 disturbances took
place is considered to.still exist, as many individuals
there reportedly posseds firearmg which would create an
obvious police problem if an 1ncident did take place. "

A~tangible racial issue presently exists in regard
to efforts by white and Negro parents to get the Waukegan
3cheool Board to chaage the boundaries of a local elementary

school to promote a better raq;al balance within the 8chool. ;;_v*"

‘A suit to force the district to -hange the boundaries is
presently pending before the Iiipnois Supreme Court. Should.
the Court decide against .the. plaintiffs or undue delays

- -occur, this could conceivably be an issue around which

demonstrations could arisey
L2
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RACIAL VIOLENCE POTENTIAL IN THE WEST

[Bakersfield California »
POpulatlon 64,000 (1967), 15 ppr cent Negro (1960)..‘e

- . Police. offic1a1s and Negro leaders con51der the
racial situation good at this time, and no trouble is antici-: :
pated, However, all agree that there is always the possibility
of spontaneous outbreaks of violence from time to time, partic-~
ularly during the summer months when the young people are not
attending school, Police officials observe that racial _
violence in Bakersfield has always been on the heels of magor :
racial rlots ‘in other localities, and they believe this has a
'bearing on future disturbances., :

As a result of a racial dlsturbance in May, 1966,
.specific orders$ have been fiven to- police officers to shoot
to kill any participant inwaldisorder who is seen using any
type of weapon aga1nst~a pQliceman. These orders cover the
‘throwing of objects afid ‘Hiave been made known to the Negro-
community, It is believed that the orders will prevent
future disturbances. .~ :

/ of
Denver, Colorado ‘ =

Populatlon 512 000 (1967),_8 per cent Negro (1967)°

»
Police and city officials, religious leaders and .
heads of civil rights groups state that they can fOTGSbe no -
_racial riots for the Denver area unless some militant outside

groups manufacture a problem which does not exist in Denver
at the present time. The only real problem during the past
several summers has been due to the congregating of Negro teen-
‘agers, particularly on weekends, in the Dahlia Shopping Center,
where these youths made con51derable noise and engaged 1n drag’
racing, Some of them were on probation at the time,

Integration leaders and others concerned advise that- ‘there-

';:were no racial overtoncs to these disturbances and that

sufficient groundwork is being laid now to control the
sxtuatlon should it arise during the Summer of 1967

Los Angeles California

: Population of Los Angeles County 6,038,771 (1960)
8 per cent Negro, 10 per cent Mexlcan—Amerlcan (1960)

‘ In general, the rac1a1 situatlon in Los Angeles and
its metropolitan area appears to be normal with no apparent
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potential for a widespread riot such as the one that took.

‘place in the Watts distriet im August, 1965. Police sources
advise that ilmproved relations between the Los Angeles Police
Dopartment and the Hegro community are due to the new Chiexf of
Police, Thomas Reddin, and his positive efforts to establish
community relations oifices and to maintain contact with the
Kegro minority. . S .

_ All sources agree'that-violanca of a spontaneous -
nature could occur among groups of idle Negro youths, as has
happened in the,past. A high official of the Los Angeles =
Police Depariment reporis that as summer approaches, the .
Police Departument is receiving more and more rumors of possible
violence when school ends. He further states that there appears
to be a general movement among restless young NHegro elements .
toward the "black power" concept, which suggests the possibility
of future violence. Another source says that 3tate Senator
Horvyn M, Dynally is attempting to arrange a Black Power
Conference in Southern California, but he has no indication

of what the resulis of such effgorts might ‘be. .

: In April, 1967, a’ fight occurred between a Negro

'-and a white student at: Long Beach Polytechnic High School

which resulted in the bqygbtt of the school track team by

43 Negro student athletes$, who wereg, subsequently dropped

froa the team. Although 15 members were relpstated, an

official of the Long Beach Police Department says thateclose

liaison is, being maintained with school administrators, as

he feels the situation represents a potentlal for violence.

Chief of FPolice William Kennedy, of Inglewood, reports
that there 1s a potential for trouble in the MHorning Side Park
gection of Inglewood, which is rapidly changing from a white to
8 Hegro section. However, he points out that the Hegroes who
have moved into the section appear to be of the law-abiding
and responsible type. .

According to local government and civil rights leaders,
the only trouble spoit in the Honvovia-Duarte area is ian the.
vicinity of Huntington Drive and California Street, where Negro -
juveniles congregate and frequencly becone 1nvolved in fights,
either among themselves or with law enforcement officers., On
April 14, 1967, a group of four young Negroes attacked police
officers who had stopped them for a traffic violation near
Huntington Drive. About 50 other Hegro youths appeared and
additional patreol cars vwere called. The original offenders
vere arrested, and the rest of the crowd quickly dispersed. A
sinilar situ&tiou exists in Pasadena in the vicinity of Falr Oaks
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- Oakland, California .~

and Mountain Avenues, where young Negroes offen gather in

.the ‘evenings and occasionally engage in altercations with
~the police.

" Venice, which has been the scene of racial inci-'

.'dents in the past, is regarded by a high police official as

definitely offering a'.potential for violence.  However, the,_-'
Los Angeles Police Department is taking positive steps to

. improve pollce-communlty relations, and the president of the
“local chapter of the NAACP has consulted with Governor Reagan
- regarding ap "on the job" training pProgram the HAACP would

like to sge in operatibn by June, 1867.

: , Dionicio ﬁorales, Executlve Director of the Hexican
Opportunities Foundation, states that relations between o
Hexicen-Americans and Negroes in Whittier continue to worsen,
as Mexicua-fmericsns feel that Hegroes are receiving profer-

‘ential job placement. Anothnr uneasy situation éxists in the
. Hexican-American community of Santa Fe Springs, where homes

are being condemned to make wayifor lgu=-cost Federal housing.
Heorneowners are protest;ﬁg Athis action and have threatened

to use’ firearms if necessary. T

o

- LY

Population 378 000 (1967); 27 per cent Negre (1967)

,During the past year, there has been sone rac1al
strife in Oakland. In August, 1966, following the arrest of

‘a teen—-age Negro girl for shoplifting at a food market,  the

narket was vandalized and later burpned to the ground.:  -Ia

‘October, the Ad Hoc Committee for Quality Education; formed

and endorsed or supported by civil rights, nelghborhood andr

~ church groups, announced that its demands had been rejected

by the local Board of Bducation. A school boycott was held.

| Approximately- 200 Negro' teen-agers entered one high school and

overturned furniture, VWhite students and teachers were beaten.

One teacher was knocked unconscious and robbed and had to be

gent to the hospital. Three of Oakland's six high schools--
Oakland Technical, Castlemont, anrd Fremont, -all three with
large numbers of both Hegro and white students-~ re believed

to h&ve potential for violence.

There have been'other incidents of Q&udaliaﬁ and

lbeatings. The police sre harassed and charged with brutality.

The Black Panther Party for Self Defense of Oakland, formed

~ in December, 1866, roam the streets, armed to protect themselves
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and fellow Negroes from "police brutality." On May 2, 1987,
the Black Panthers, armed with loaded plStOlS shotguns, and
rifles, descended upon the State Cepitol, in Sacramento. They
entered the chamber where the assembly was in session. A
Black Panther leader read a statement protesting an assembly
bill that would ban the carrying of losded wespons within city
- limits. There was 'no violence, and they were ejected by State
Police., * - - v

It is believed that idle teen-age and young adult
groups, as well as the Black Panther Party, might seize upon.
sone lncident as an gpportunity to cause widespread violence.

Various civil rights gfoups continue to work for an
end to de facto segregation, for equal employment opportunities
for Negroe$, and for an end to "police brutallty s

‘Oxnara,,California

4 -~

Populatlon 65, 000 (1967), 5 par cent Hegro, 17
per cent Mex1can—American (19@7)., 3

According to thé Chief .of Police, the general racial
situation at Oxnard is ggod; however, durlng the past year
there have Ween isolated instances of animosity toward police
officers on the part of youthful Negroes and Hexican-Americsans,
which indicate to him a definite possibility of violence as
the result of an arrest or.some incident between the police
and these youths. He points out that the Colonia District in
Oznard is potentially explosive in that it is an area of sub-
standerd, homes inbabited by Mexican~Americans and Negroes.
Meny of them have criminal records and are contcmptuous of law
enforcement officers and, because of their low economic status,
undoubtedly harbor resentment toward society in general.

"Portland, Oregon

&

Population 372,676 (1960); 5 per cent Negro (1960);

Local government and police officinls, leaders of
various racial groups, and sources representing a cross section
of the community feel that the racial situation ip Portland
is excellent and that "Watts'"-type rioting is inconceivable
under present conditions, They caution, however, that small.
disorders involving teen~agers could occur if ignited by =
spark such as friction between white and Negro students or
apparently overaggressive police activity.

According to the police, any potential for racial
unrest is concentrated in the HNegro-dominated Albina District ——
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and immediate surrounding area. Police advise that the only

- specific locations for possible rncial disturbances are

EcDonald's Hamburger Drive-In Reataurant or Jeiferson High

‘School after an athletic event atiracting a large number of

students. Both the restaurant and the high zchool are. located
in the Albina District.

Richmond, California

Population 80 000 (1966) 20 per cent Negro {1966)

In April, 1967, about 20 Negro youths looted a
clothing store. The police felt that the looting might have
occurred becauae a police officer, earlier in the eveninzg, A
had shot and killed s suspected burglar, a 22~-year-old Negro,
found running from 2 liquor store. The Black Panther Party
for Self Defense of Oakland has used such 1n»1dents as this
in seeking support in Horth Rlchmond. »

The Polipe Department, the City Council (whlch has
two Hegro members), and various civic organizations, with the
cooperation of new industries méving into the area, are making
an effort to solve their racial prqblcma. "They feel that job

- opportunities for Negroes are of utwmost importance but that

“thsre is no unrest serlous enough to cause vinlence.

4

 San Bern&rdino, Californla v

Populatlon 120,000 (1967); 9 per cent Hegro (1960).

Police officials in San Bernardxno feel that although

condttions have inproved, there remains a definite potential

for violence in' the San Bernard“uo area. There are certain
Hegroes who have made what are considered to be excessive
demands on the community, mostly for complete integration of
211 schools, and unless these demands are met immediately,

there is the possibility that direct action will be taken by

the Hegro population.

The west end section of San'Bernardino is regarded
ag the "powder keg" area. There have been a number of MHegro
youths who, in the past, have caused incidents apparently in
the hope that they would develop into full-scale riots.

~Although liaison between the Negro community and law enforce~

nment agencies has improved over the past yesr, there is always

. the possibllity that the arrest of a KHegro can escalate into

8 riot.
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San Diego, California

Population 650,000 (1986); 9 per cent Kegro (1966)}

During the 1965 Watts riot in Los Anvelas, minor
disturbances occurred in southeast San Diego in Logan Heights,
& prodominantly Negro section, where 98 per cent of the city's
Hegro population and 50 per cent of the members of its otaer -
minority groups redide. _ _

Police officials have stated that they have no 1nfor»
mation of imminent racial difficulties., They point out . that, ,
in the past any disturbances in San Diego have baen spontaneous

and unpredictable and-that trouble in other parts of tha country;ﬁ“

particuldrly in Los Angeles, has a contagious effect on the
8an Diego Negro community. :

San Prancisco, California

-

Population 740,200 (1966), 16 per cent Hegro (1966),,

There are four main\dkeas ofsconcern in o
San Francisco. These arg: the Hunters Point &rea, Fillmore
District, Mission District, and Halght-Ashbury District. There
is algo Chinatowa, vhere the .crime rate ig greowing fast among
youngaters who are breaLlhg away from the customs of their
law-abiding ancestors. - _

. k-3

The Hunters Point area consists nainly of temporary
World Var IXI housing units, which are scheduled to be
demolished in 1970. The area is populated predominzntly by -
Hegroes, & large number of whom were brought into the city
from soutHern states to work in the shipyards during

~ Vorld War IX. It is & trouble spot becauge the inhabitants

are dissatisfied with the housing and mzny, including school
drop=-outs, do not have the skills to qualify for employment
in 8 clity where busineas offices are the principal employers.

: The Fillnpore Dlstrict, congisting largely of
dilapidated and covercrowded housing, has a high incidence of
cerine and delingquency. The Hission Distryrict contains a high
percentage of Spanish-speaking families and a 1l5-acre
Forld Waor II temporsary housing unit that is occupled almost

‘entirely by Negroes. The Spanish-speaking element in the

Hission Diatrict believes that it has been neglected and
overloocked in employmrent opportunities. The Haight-Ashbury
District is referred to as a psychedelic community because it
is rapidly being taken over by “"hippies," who usme LSD and '
mariguana and dress in a gaudy manner.
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The Hunters Point and Flllmore Districts were the

'scene of three days of rioting in September, 1966, after a

white policeman shot and killed a 1l6-~year-old Hegro youth
who was riding in a stolen car, The California National -

' Guard ‘was called to quell the rioting. For several days, in
mid-May, 1967, scattered violence and vandalism took pluce’

throughout the city, with most of the trouble again ceﬂtering
in the Hunters Point and Fillmore areas. In unseasonably hot

.~ weather, gangs of Negro ‘'youths tossed rocks at car and store
,windows, assaulted pedestrlans, and started fires.~

Chief of Police Thomas J. Cah111 stated that race
relations are* geherally -good in San Francisco: however,

= unemployment among young Negroes and house ev1ct10ns to make

room for redgvelopment may cause difficulties, Chief thxll
also stated that Martin Luther King and Stokely Carmichael
have a definite effect on.the Negro residents of San Francisco
and, therefore, the activities of these two 1nd1v1duals could.

V.affect the racial sxtuation in the c1ty.

Another 1ndiv1dua1 w1§hhconsider
Negro comnmunity is Dr. CarLton BenJamln*Goodlett a surgeon
and editor of the weekly, ""The Sun Reporter," which is designed
for a Negro audience, Dr, Goodlett; who was an unsuccessful

Y,

candidate for Gpvernor of Cdlifornia in 12656, was considered

to be a CPUSA member in 1947, He is, the only American who
participates in meetings of the Presxdentlal Committee of the
World Council of Peace, an 1nternationa1 communlst front group.

- WHile several civil rights organlzatlons have head—

quarters 'in San Francisco, the most militant is the Black .

Panther Party. This organization originated in Lowndes County,
Alabama, where it was known as the Lowndes County Freecom
Organization. Certain members of this group are armed,

"~ allegedly for self-defense.,  On February 21, 1967, several

Black Panthers, wearing black berets and carrying shotguns,‘

rifles, and pistols, appeared at the San Francisco Internatlonalv,

Airport to act as bodyguards for Betty X, widow. of Black Muslim
leader Malcolm X, who was arriving by plane No action was
taken against thls group by law enforcement offlcers in order
to avoid 1n3ury to bystanders. .

In summary, San Francisco's racial relations are
H

' generally good. There is general agreement that no group is
" planning racial violence, and there is just as much agreement

that, if racial violence does erupt, it will be triggered by
an isolated incident, Its underlying causes will be lack of
job opportunities for the limited skills in the minority
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' communitiea and dis content anong hegroes liv1ng in temporary
wartime housing scheduled:to be demolighed in 1970. The -

feeling prevails in the Negro community that rsdevelopuent is
designed primarily to drive them from the c¢ity so that high-

‘rent housing can be constructed for white families. On the

other hand, San Francisco officilals are extremely Bensitive .

" to the demands of the minority communities, and the

-San Francisco Police Department Community Rel&tlons Unit>bas :

received almost’ universal commendation for its worL

Seattle, Wthington -

V.Population 557 087 (1960), per cent Negro (1960)

‘There have been no racial demonstrations im Seattle o

during the past year, according to the Seattle Police-
Department. Police officials and civil rights leaders point
to progress made in the civil rights field during the past
12 months and do aov foresee uny likellhoad of v1olence 1n
the near future: L« . :
) 1
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'RACIAL VIOLENCE POTENTIAL IN THE SOUTH.

Atlantu, Georgia

Population 487 455 (1960); 38 per cent Hegro (1960)

The main activity of civil rights groups in Atlanta

" has been devoted to- occasional picketing. or otherwise demon~

strating against slum housing conditions that exist in some

“predominantly Negro communities. Protests have also been made; _.

against the failure of some businesses to employ what is

considered by some to be a representative number of Negroes. :°'}

¢ Three substandard Hegro communities where violencenr

“-provoking incidents could occur are the Summerhill area, the

Vine City,.area, and the Boulevard area. Any real or fancied
incident of violence in a substandard area between a Negro

~and a vhite persnn, eapecially if the wvhite percon is a law

enforcement officer, can'instantly fan racial resentments into
further violence., . In the p#4st, when ngwys of racial incidents

" has spre=ad, individuals suchy &s ‘thosg connected with SNCC have -
-rushed to the scene fop~the.purpose of provoking reszdnnts of

the area to rebel against ‘authority.

Hate organizations, both Negro and white, present a
very real threat. For example, in March, 1967; Atlanta police

arrested five Black Huslins--adherents of the Hatiog.of Islam,
& Negro hate organization--after a complaint was received that
Negro cltizens were attacked by Muslims selling "Huhammad

Speaks," the newspaper published by the Nation of Islam, While
the Black Huslims were being booked at the Atlanta Police

Departmeat, they attacked poll»e officers on duty, hospitaliaxng

three pollcemen.

Members of Klan groups are antagonlstlc toward such .
individuals as Stokely Carmichael, a leading figure in the '
Student Nonviolent Cooxrdinating Committee, ‘whose national
headquarters are located in Atlanta, and Martin Luther King,
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conferemnce,

‘whose headguarters are also situated im Atlanta. Many other

members of the white. community sh&re this dislike of Carmichael
and King. _

Birminghwm, Alabama

Population 345 000 (1967); 40 per cent Negro (1967)
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Detective Marcus Jones, Sr,., of the Birminghan
Police Department, who handles racial matters in the city,
states that during the past year Birmingham has enjoved good
raclial relations., He says there have been no bombing incidents
or acts of individual terrorism. However, on February 17, 1967,
‘an l8-year-old Negro youth burglarlzinv an elementary school
was shot and killed by a city police officer. .This incident
triggered daily demonstrations but, according to Detective
. Jones, police protectjon accounted for the fact that no
. violence occurred during these demounstrations., .-

, 'Reverend Edward Gardner, Vice Presidant of the
Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights, the organizatlon
sponsoring the demonstrations, claims that at least ten Negroes .
have been shot and killed by local law enforcement officers
during the past year. He says racial demonstrations against
_“police brutglity" would continue. Mr., Gardmer warns that
‘violence could breask out at any time, for both whites and
Negroes in the city are capable of violence. An eription _
could occur this fall, he feels, vhen Fegro students 1ntevrate
previously all-white schools on a large scale.

_ . Dr. John Nixon, Presidént offthe ‘Birminghaen Chapter
_ of the NAACP believes that. ~Birmingham has come a long way in
the field of racial relations in the last year but has a . 1ong
- way to go. Hg contends that the Negro in Birmingham can go
his equal rights only bYrVOtlng power or by deuonstrations.

. Mr., William Hamilton, Executive Sesretary to,
Hayor Albert Boutwell, expresses the view that the potential
“foxr violente in Blrmlngham is very low, mainly because '
thousands of 'Wegroes now have jobs they did not have during
the huge racial\demonsfrations in the city in 1963.

»Bogalusa, Louisiana

Population 21 423 (1960), 33 per. cent Negro (1960) .

: Racial COﬂdithES‘in Hogalusa at the moment are
termed very good. However, police ocificianls are concerned

* that Federsl mzandates concerning hiring policies more favorable
to Hegroes at the local paper m111 may bring about a strike,
thereby causing a resumption of picketing and strife in
Bogalusa. Addltlonally, it is feared that should some
modificutions of the Federal demands be made, the Fegro
population might be upset enough to begin demonstrating again.
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: There is also some speculation that segregationists
may precipitate unrest as & result of the order for full school
integration in the fall of this yesar.

Dallas, Texas

Population 679,684 (1960); 19 per ceat Negro (1966).

An official of the Department of Housing and Urban
Development sees no, prospect of racial violence in the Dallas
area, although Richard Dockery, Southwestern Regional Director
of the NAACP, feels the possibility for viclence does exist,

He says that if violence occurs, it will probably be the result
of some ‘'unpredictable, incident, v
1

Clarence Lawa - former Southwestern Regional Director
of the NAACP, clains that there is an atmosphere of unrast in
the Hegro Communit ty in Dallas because of unemployment and
underemployment of qualified Negroes. . '

Danger of a racial<violence eruption over school
integration seems to be less ajproblepm than in the past,
Dr, Bmett J. Conrad, in-a Dallas, School Board run-cff election
held on Hay 1, 1967, wa¥ the first Negro ever to be elected to
the Board, This was considered to be a victory for the "Goals
For Dallgs" program, uhlcﬁ included many recommendations for

better education. PR _ v
’ L4

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

’Ropulatiah 125,000 (1967); 20 per cent Fegro (1967).

'HMilton J. Nelly, Managing Editor of the "Fort Laurerdale

News,'" states that general racial conditions in the

Fort Lauderdale area have been good during the past year.
Captain Floyd Hall, of the Fort Lauderdale Police Department,
and other responsible observers in the city do mnot anticipate
an outbreak of violence, in the city in the near future. Each

believes, however, that the northwest sectiom of Fort Lauderdaile,

& slum area, is a potential source of Negro unrest because of

- poor housing and poor living conditions in general.

Houston Texqa

 Population 1,187,000 (1957): 23 per cent Negro (1960),

: Prior to May 16, 1887, informed sources had reported
that there had been no incidents of racial viclence in the
recent past in Houzstonm and that no such trouble was anticipated
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in the near'future. However, the Student Konviolent

Coordinating Committee had been conducting demonstrations

to protest the refusal of the Texas Southern Uuniversity to
reingtate SNCC, which had been banned from the campus of this
predominantly Negro institution.

- On the night -of May 16, a Houston police officer .
was shot and killed by an unknown snirver when he reésponded
'to & csll for help from four other policemen who were being
subjected to saniper fire on the canmpus. Heavy police rein-
forcements izmadiately converged on the canpus and conducted a
roon-by-room sedrch of the buildings for the sniper. Several
weapons were found and about 500 students were arrested.

Casgius Clay--or Muhammad Ali, as he prefers to be

'called-nnow ¢laims Houston as his residence, Since 1983, the now

deposed world's heavyveight boxing champion has been resisting :
attempts to induct him into the Armed Forces, on the basis of

"bis religious affiliation with “the Nation of Islam, a Negro

hate group which is onposed to the war in Vietnam and all .
so-called 'white man's wars On_April 28, 1967, Clay refused
to be inducted into the séfvice in Houaton, Clay could beconme
a rallying point for oppcsition tothe draft and to the
Vietram war by racizl g oups. It was reported that in the
Harlen area of New York City, for instance, Clay's refusal -

te be drafted had considerable emotionsal impact apong young
Negroes, . -

*

Jacikson, Hishisgippi

Population 165,000 (1967); 36 per cent Kegro (1867).

- Puring the early hours of May 11, 1867, a wild
demopstration was set off on the campus of Jackson State
University, a predominantly KNegro institution, when two Negro
policemen gought to arrest a Negro man for speeding. Negro
students rushed from dormitories to attack the policemen,
shouting insults and curses and throwing bottles, bricks, and
rocks., An estimate placed the number of rampaging students. - -
at 1,500. Disturbances continued for two nights, Three HNegro
youths were shot during the second night of rioting, one of
whon subsequently died of his wounds. "Following the first
night of rioting, Governor Paul Johnson called up 3885
Hational Guardsmen to bring sbout law and order.

Oﬂly a few days earlier, Assistant Chief of Police
H. B. Plerce gaid there was little potential for mzss riloting
in Jackson., He pointed out that the racial situation in
Jackson had been extroemely quiet during 19€6 and early 1967;
that there had been no mass meetings, warches, or ueﬂonﬁtran
tions having prondunced racial overtones. Similarly,
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Allen L. Johnson, an NAACP official, stated he was not avare
of any racial situation in Jackson which could lead to a racial

riot.

"The Jackson State University demonstration graphically
illustrates how quickly and unexpectedly &n othervise insig-
nificant incident can ignite a demounstration which can, in '
turn, lead to a more serious situation,

It is worth noting that Stokely Carmichael addressed
groups at Jackson State University and Tougaloo College,
another predominantly Negro school, on April 11, 1967°

Louisville, Kentucky

*Population 389,044 (1964); 20 per cent Kegro (1954).

Until Harch, 1967, racial conditioﬂs were Cbnsidéred '
good. It was felt that Negro demands for complete integration
graduslly were being met through the. wnrk of a Buman Relations

- Commission established in 1962|@nd through public ordinances

paﬁsed in 1963 and 1965,9utlaw1n~ dlébriminatory p”actlces.

uE *
; Another ordlnance,pawsed in August, 18265, and called.
the "Declaration of Prlncdples," provided for compiaints ‘

- regarding didcriminatiod in housinz to be settled through

negotiation and persuasion, but carried no criminal penalties.
This ordinance is the basis of racial difficulties that are
presently threatening the 'city of Louisville with widespread
racial vielence. .

» In 1966, civil rights leaders complained that.the
ordinance was ineffective in preventing discrimination in
housing. Initisl conferences and discussions failed. In

- Barch, 1967, civil rights demonstratiouns began.

In April, the rejection by the Louisville Roard of

Aldermen of another propoaed ordinance regulted in an

intensification of demonstrations involving from 65 to 200
persons who marched nightly into an all-white area at the

. south cend of the c¢ity. The number of spectators and hecklers

reached between 2,000 and 2,500 and, on three occasions, it

was necessary for the police to use tear gas to disperse the
violent crowd., Close to 600 arrests, primaxrily of demonstrators,
have been made by the Louisville Police Depariment. On April 21,
107 adults snd 26 juveniles were arrested for attempting to
rarch in the south end of Louisville contrary to a temporary
restraining order issued on April 14 forb$cding nighttine

narches,
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: With the sanction of Hartip Luther Xing; his brother,
. Reverend A, D. Williams King, Chairman of the Eevtucky
Christian Leadership Conference; and other leaders of the Open
‘housing movement, demonstrators threatened to disrupt the

83rd Kentucky Derby on May 6. Negro comedian Dick Gregory,

- who Jjoined the fracas, was accused of inciting five young
 Hegroes to bolt onto the race track at Churchill Downa during

- the first race on Hay 2. To avert a large-scale riot, Yurihey
- 4nflamad by the offer of the assistance of 1,000 Klanbnem, city
officials cancelled’ mﬁny of the preliminary. festivitiea and
ordered the Hational Guardsmen to duty. The Dorby was run
without further incident. : ‘ '

Leaders on the scene feel that tension is so great.
~that a riot could erupt at any moment. They consider that -
- only the presence of .2 considerable number of police has
averted widéspread riotous conditions to date.

Longtine civil rights leaders in Lou15v1lle, although

they feel that city leaders are callous to tbe demznds of Hegroes,

disagree with the flagrant tactics used by the recently arrived
leaders of the open housing demonstrwtiong and are fearful

- that the. irresponsible Hegro elément of, the city might joiwn -
the demonstrators. Speaking for the Louisville Committee of
Negro Churchmen, Bishop C. Ewbank Tucker has stated: "VWe
echo the demandz made by oyr fellow ministers and churchmen

in the Chicagd area (when-Hartin Luther King was active in

" demonstrations in Chicago) that thes technicians get the hell
out of Louisville,"

. Q
.
%

‘,Memphls, Tennessee

Population 600,000 (1967); 45 per cent Negro (1967).

Memphis has had no major racial violence, Police
Commigsioner Claude Armour has consistently enforced the laws
and has not tolerated violence from either vhite or hegxo
extrenists,

Police officials and other observers generally agree
that reclal conditions in Memphis are good. However, Captain
J. G. Ray,of the Memphis Police Deparimeat, iz of the opinion
that there is more potential for vielenee now than he has seen
in past years. He says some HNegroes seem to think that the
harmonious race relations and the progress xn 1ntﬁgration have
been exaggerated. ,

Captain Ray feels that should violence come, it will -
occur in the Lelovne Gardens area, a public~housing project
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in the south central part of the city. Thislhousing'project
‘and the area surrounding it constitute an economically

depressed area, where spontzneous violence could cccur, For
exanple, Captain Ray notes that recently a Négro juvenile
wvas shot by police in a burglary or break-in in this area.
Inmedintely, Negro youths started shouting, "Black Power,'
Captain Ray feels any arrest by lew enforcement officers
could trigger spontaneous violence. ‘However, be says Hegro

.leaders probably can be counted on to use their indluance to

stop violence.

" One informad source says there is little potontial

'for violence ‘of a racial nature in Memphis unless there is a

strong movément by nationpally prominent agitators from outside
the city. This. source asserts that while some Hegro leaders
may speak as ,though they are not opposed to outside awltatlon,

.they would in reality act to prevent it.

Miami, Florida - v,

o & »

" Population 291 688 (1960), 22$per cent Hegro (1960).

' Municipal and Nogro leaders have stated that no
potential "trouble spots" exist in the Miami area and they

. do not anticipate any soxt- 0f racial violence in the

foreseeable future. Thexﬁiami Police Department has no
knowledge of situations which might trigger mob violence or
riots, ‘ _— ,

Nashville, Tennessee

 Pypulation ;70 874 (1960), 40 per cent Negro (1960)o

The nationally publicized riot of April 8 - 11, 1967,
in Nashville and issues and conditions growing from this riot
have caused & deterioration of racial relations in the city.
However, avenues for the exchange of ideas between HNegross and
wvhites continue to exist, and it is believed that racinl
progress c&n be resumed.

Observers have commented that the Sfudent‘Nonviolent

Coordingting Committee was deeply involved in events immediately
.precedingz the rioting and was largely responsible for what

occurred during the course of the rioting. These Qbserverg
are of the opinion that SHNCC is not truly representative of
the Negro academic comamunity, partlcularly from & numcrical
standpoint. _
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It is believed there is little potontial for renewed
rioting in the Negro community during the coming months, since
the potential for unrest and violence will further lessen with
the eond of the regular school year, when the student population
on the campuses of Fisk University end Tennessee Agricultural
and Industrial State University :will be reduced. Additionally,
most SHCC leaders an activ1sts will not be allowed to return
to either univer51ty.

Actually, the April rioting was geographically

restricted to a small portion of the city in and about thé
‘campuses of Fisk and Tennessee Agricultural 'and Industrial

State Universities. Although extremaly active, the rioters
were relatively few in number and consisted mostly of Negro

- students and other Negro males in their late teens and. early
_.twenties. - .

While there is a considerable amount of . bubstandard

" Negro housing in the.city, there is no. ghetto; the Negro

- community is separated into segmgnts in several areas. of

. Naghville, This distribution causes’ problema fox ef;ectlve
Negro leadership. On the'other'hand a group such ss SNCC

can reach but a fraction of the total Negro community at any
one time, As a matter of fact, it has been observed that in
gome areas of Nashville many Negroes, have never heard of
Stokely Carmichael. . -

‘Natchez, M1951ssipg_

Population 28,000 (1967), 48 per cent Negroea (1967).

In April, 1967, James Lloyd Jones, a white man; was
tried for the murder of Ben White, a Negro., A mistrizal

“resulted and the retrial will be held in November, 1967,

Tension rose in the Negro community over this matter, but did
not reach a critical point. Tensions have since subsided.

Chief of Police J, T. Robinson, of the Natchez Police Department,
considers the general racial situation to be quiet. He knows

of no significant unrest among Negroes and feels there will be

‘none unless some unforeseen incident OoCCurs,

R. Brent Formnn, Preogident 6f the Nmtchez»ﬁdams
County School Board, says the Board has received instructions
to prepare a new plan for school integration to bes put into
effect in the Fall of 1967, but he believes there will be
trouble regardless of the acflon takon,
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Charles Evers, NAACP Director for thpe State of

| Mississippi, asserts that Negroes are planning no acts of

violence because they feel they would be degrading themsslves
by committing such acts,

New Orleans, Louisiana

Population 652,000 (1965); 37 per cent Negro (1960).

New Orleans police officials state thore is no
indication of potential racial violence in the city. :
Similarly, persons -knowledgeable in civil rights organiza-
tions in the New Orleans area foresee nothing indicating

the possibility of major racial disturbsnces,

Richmond, Virginia

Populat ion 5;9 958 (1960), 52 per cent Negro (1987).,

A spokesman for the Richm hd PolicewDepartment states
that racial conditions are gener111 ‘very good, since the
employment picture has greatly improved in the past year or
two and integration in job opportunities is universal throughout
the city, Communication betwgen.public officials and leaders
of various Negro groups is amicable, and several Negroes have
besn elected to the City Council, Further, school integration
hags gone smoothly with a minimum of incidents during the past
year, It is pointed out, however, that people are freguently
infiuenced by eontroversiad public figures and consequent
reaction under these circumstances is unpredictable.

. . .

Edward L. Slade; Jr., President of the Richmond
Branch of the NAACP, expresses similar views, He states that
racial relations in Richmond continue to progress in an orderly
manner and Governor Mills E, Godwin's stand on cross burnings
has given the Negro community a feeling of more security.
According to Slade, the NAACP is a controlling and pacifying
influence on the Negro people of Richmond and it hopess to
remain so. .

Another civic leader observes that‘Stokely Carmichael's
recent appearance in Richmond had not sparked any lawlessness
or violence, whereas his appearances in other communities have

provoked such activity,

San Antonlo, Texas

Population 710,000 (1967); 7 per cent Negro (1967).
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- there have bany

" Pollice Depari,,

- other Negro 1,
over the curiy,

Délwit{ve Sergeant Albert.Saenz, of the San Antonio -

Wt . states that neither he nor nis sources know'
of any pOtenL‘“ll§ violent situation in the area and, further, .

the ﬁast o overt manifestations of racial unrest in-
@ ' ‘

Tha \\.ggi dent . of the San Antonio NAACP, as well as
‘ders in the area, has expressed satisfaction
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.’, FUSION OF CIVIL RIGHTS AND ANTIWAR MOVEMENTS

Aggravatlng Tension

The innumerable racial riots and dlsturbancee

"-whlch have plagued the United States since 1964 have- had

-their genesis prlmarlly in the long-smoldering discontent
‘and resentment of Negroes over unequal job, 'school,.and
- housing opportunities and their deep—seated antipathy;
toward the police. However, constant agitation and :
~ propaganda on the part.of communists and other subversive and.
- extremist elements have done much to aggravate tension in the
ghettos of the Natlon s big cities.. :

In'the nearly 48 years of its existence the
Communist Party, USA (CPUSA), has subjected Negroes to
- unending agitation and propaganla.- It has portrayed
- itself to this minerity group as the champion of racial
equality, civil rights, civil 1 ertles, and social -
protest. To the credit of the' egroesfand to the great
disappointment of the communlsts the Communist Party
has not been able to recruit and retain significant
numbers of Negroes as members. Most Negroes realize
that the commuhists are drterested 1n them primarily to -
exploit racial issues and to createYthe chaos upon. whlch
comnmunism nourishes, Nevertheless the cumulative
- .effect of this ceaseless ‘agitation and propaganda and

the familiar communist charge of "police brutallty""

cannot be 1gnored or minimized.

Creatlng Opp051t10n to Vietnam War

During a perilod Wthh has now extended beyond
~ three years, the CPUSA and other subversive organizations
- have been engaged in campaigns to influence the United States
Government to withdraw its troops from Vietnam or to
participate in negotiations to end the war, They hope,
of course, that either action would result ultimately in
advan01ng the cause of 1nternat10nal communlsm through
a victory in Vietnam. : -
The activities of the CPUSA in recent months
have, almost without exception, been directed in one way
or another toward the creation of opposition to the war

r
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in Vietnam. This opposition, the communists reason,
serves to lend encouragement to the North Vietnamese and
the Viet Cong to continue the fighting despite military
adversities and could lead to domestic discontent in the
United States similar to that which contributed to the
French military disengagement from events in Indochina,
In view of the historic'designs of the CPUSA on the
Negro people and the racial ferment that has bsen
evidenced by the disturbances of recent summers, it was
inevitable that the communists and other subversives and
extremists would attempt to link civil rights protests

- with antiwar prbdtests so ds to increase the magnitude
‘and 1mpetus of each,

‘ As early as April, 1965, General Secretary
Gus Hall told the CPUSA Secretarlat that the “peace
struggle” ies a major and top priority project of the
CPUSA. At the same time, Hall claimed that the protest
movements in this country were cohverging., w1th peace

~ leaders becoming civil rights leadeys and?v1ce versa.

By and large, Hall continued the sameg mass of people
reacted against the ultraright™n the 1964 presidential
election, against conditions in Alabama, and against
events 1n Vietnam, The struVéle for social progress .
and the struggle against policies of ipperialist aggres-

~sions were, in Hall's words, now oined.
b4 %

Union of Civil nghts and Peace Hovements

-In antiwar propaganda attuned to Hall's
~assertion, thé CPUSA cliaims that the war in Vietnan has
racial overtones not only because it involves nouwhites
in Asia but also because it consumes funds that might
otherwvise be expended for the war on poverty in the
depressed areas of large cities inhabited by Negroes.
The CPUSA has also praised the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), the militant civil rights
youth group, for being the first to make the tie between
civil rights and peace, :

A recent illustration of the fusion of the
civil rights and antiwar movements was the so-~called
"Wietnam Week,”™ which culminated in mass demonstratlons
in New York City and San Francisco on April 15, 1967,

- 60 -~




This protest activity was sponsored by the Student
Mobilization Committee and the Spring Mobilization
 Committee to End the War in Vietnam. Among the partici-
pants in the activities of thsse committees are members
. of SNCC; the CPUSA; the W, E, B, DuBois Clubs of America
- (DCA), a communist~inspired Marxist«oriented youth group;

the pro-Red-Chinese Progressive Labor Party (PLP); the
Trotskyite Socialist Workers Party (SWP); and the Young
Socialist Alliance (YSA), the SWP's youth and training
Isection. ' .

: An example or two will demonstrate the involve- A
ment of the CPUSA in this "Vietnam Week." Initial plans
for this activity were made by the Spring MHobilization
- Committee at s conference held in Cleveland in late

. November, 1966, The CPUSA was represented at this

conference Ly Arnold Johnson, Chairman of its National -
Peace Coammission, and National Executive Board members
James West and Thomas Dennis, At this:time, Johnson was
stating that the CPUSA should tr to get one million

people to demonstrate at the same %ime agalnst United States”

involvement in Vietnam. A’'key figure in the plans for
"Vietnam Week" made by the Student Mobilization Committee
at a conferencerheld in Chiemgo in 1ate December, 1966,
was CPUSA National Conmmittee member Bettina Aptheker, who
is a student at the University of California at Berkeley.

The activities in one CPUSA district, selected
at randonm, show the extent of commupist involvement in
"~ the New York City demonstration on April 15, In early
- March, members of the Michigan District were told that
they must concentrate on laboring people, Hegro comaunities,
and nationalities groups to organize people to-participate
in the April 15 demonstration in New York. City. The
Michigan District Committee appointed a four-man committee
in mid-March to handle arrangements for the mobilization
in New York City. Activities in connection with the
mobilization were described as the most important of all
“endeavors by members of the Michigan Dlstrlct

Participants in the parade 1n Rew York City
on April 15 included Gus Hall and zt-least 200 CPUSA
members., Over one half of the total SWP membership in
the United States also marched in the parade., Others
participating in the parade and rally in New York City
were several members of the D“A PLP, and YSA,
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The Reverend James Bevel is the National
Director of the Spring Mobilization Committee to End the
War in Vietnam. He was released by Martin Luther King
from a key position in King's Southern Christian
Leadership Conference to permit h1m to take thls aSS1gn-
ment, .

‘u, '

Signiilcantly, among the principal speakers
at the antiwar rally in New York City on April 15 were
Martin Luther King; Stokely Carmichael, a top figure in

.SNCC; Floyd McKissick, National Director of CORE; and

Bevel Bevel stated tbat the next obJectlve of the

- "peace forces" will be to organize a massive march on

Washington, D. C., to confront President Johnson.

Ahother speaker at this rally was Linda
Dannenb°rg, Executive Secretary of the Spring Mobilization
Committee, who is known to:consult with leaders of the -

" New York Dlstrlct ‘of the CPUSA. Dannenberg announced

that thousands are going to be gglled upon for a "radical
action summer' in which they w1ll Bo iftto every town in
the United States to organlze "a massive protest against
this country's involvement in the war in Vietnam. She
requested that every interested Student attend an antiwar

meeting in Chicago on May 13 and 14, 1967,

AS a follow-up to these peace demonstratlons,
King and other leaders of the Spring Mobilization Committee
launched a’ nationwide "Vietnam Summer"” organizing effort.

They called for 10,000 volunteers, including 2,000 full-

time workers, to sperd the summer in 500 commurities
escalating opposition to the Vietnam war, encouraging
Negroes to refuse to be drafted, and attempting to create

~a political bloc powerful enough to end the war. The

antiwar campalgn is patterned after the 1964 summer civil
rights drlve in Mississippi.

Now that the civil rights and the antiwar
protest movements have been joined, with the distinct

‘possibility of ominous displays of civil- disobedience

‘and near seditious activities on the part of Negroes
and whites alike, the outlook for this summer is grim
indeed. The injection of antiwar activities into civil
rights activities is bound to intensify racial discord
and heighten the violence potentlal throughout the

country.
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In the long run, this consolldated civil rights~
peace movement will be. detrimental to the national security_
and best interests of the Nation, for it will not only . tend
to encourage the enemy and prolong the Vietnam war but will
also. have an adverse effect on the cause of civil rights,

2, . . Fa
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