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- 27 February 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: ] ex—BKHERAL%‘Staff Employee
_ il - Ny
| ' T )audQ
A» 1. [;:::::::::::]called on 26 February to advise that :
in his judgmert BCD's roll in this matter is finished. ]
.advise

has sent this material to John Kennedy, NARCOG, who has
John Werner, Drug Enforcement Agency, who will contact

‘ directly.

2. has cohtacted Pirectly and notified
him that will be calling HiT.— We, therefore, see
no further action by DCD in this matter, and.[—jhas ’

© 7 ."been so advised.

_ Deputy Chief of Operations, DCD.

:Disiribution:
Orig. - OC/DCD Chrono
« 1 - Control ’

o ' E 2 IMPDET CL BY 018877
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" Chief, Demestie Calleceion Diviefon . 13 Jenuary 1976
_Baputy Chief of opmauom]::m‘j1 ' -
S

- s WA

Publicagion of Items Bsieting to Cuban Operatiomns

1. ¥ met withl l a retived Agancy staff e.nployu. .
ea)hmaryl”éa B8 in , Florida. had recussted
‘the mseting thmgh coauct with 0GC, Ono ites of interest

-eOBoeTad 4 ): 0 s to write on Cuban operaticns Juriag th

a pcriod 1961= srrently is in the procass of preparing ond

‘book™ (du | ’ha Bay ) 28) for publication. Recently, however, he

" apoke. v!th ‘Ceofga Crile, who ie writing a book on Watergate burglarse
Bugenio Martines and Bernap Bavker. Crile indieated ‘hs and co~author
Tayler Bramch plan to follow thar book with o Axency'a Cuban
operations, and foéue on two major fipuras
dn ths Bay of Piegs . ‘Sines Martines was deeply lavolved with
uring the Byy of Pigs and in subsequent

operauona against Cuba, he will be the primary source for tbe book.

z.I::]uxum the ‘story Nartinex will provide vill be somewhat .
insceurate bees 1y saw. dmlopmenta ~from-the vantage point of
a ship eaptain. (thpe cohort Hiobartson 1s deceased) belisves
only ba ean provide an sccurste recounting., The Martinesz book is
scheduled for printing in the summer of 1975.] |would lika to
beat Crila and Branch to the punch. Indesd, ha believes Rhey will not
publigh their t tney know ke is going to publish one on the ssme
subject. What }rishas is" ‘an indication of general Agemy reaction
to any samiscript Bé mighe write on the peried. '

mhes to write about the oper:tions of the AMLILAC
GEmAndos Mombisel) during the period 1961-67, when

‘group
conducted about 100 dnfiltration and exfiltrarion operations im Cuoba.

Any mimmacript he drafes will, of course, ba submitted t6 tha Agency
for review. Ha does not wish to get into the writing job, howavar,
if there is a blankst prohibition on describiag Agency oparations
which occusred in that peuod and place, He notes that Martimes, mot
fartered Ly Agency reatrictious, ‘will provide Crile snd Branch with
his meoueezions. [::]believaa he can cover the macerial in & way
whick will not huzrt anycae or expose anything. He hed wo intentions
of gutting loto the eommande vadld raco!mtlug business until he bmrd
from C¥ile mcent).y. .
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. &, 8ioce tims is important ea this mateer shall appruchtfa *

a fairly quick rosponse on this question. Ha 3 s go fisal .
decision ou his manuscript ean be mede until Agency officinls veview

it. At the sarms time, howsver, it may ot Be too difficule to asesrgain
the pretents oOFT aboence of a bxanke: uatricdon on wricing about thias
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DIARY, 16 December 1975

OB

Ji ': 13_4494

|

concerning other ex-CIA

CIA, 1s writing a book.

employees. It seems that

He s in contact with

called this da advise that ex<CI& |

: 1.
employce {now retired)] ltolvd ver the telephune
that he wants to consulE with & CIF ot ficer on so@.’ined problems

\,.. “;«L.w{i

who was

" {nvolved in the Bay of Pigs -operation and is an open pro baqonist of

respect

to 0GC's need to review the bock before it is published.

_where-he is now 1iving, and Tisten to his story.

rmthorltv and lot him kaow what s decided. | l

2. who believes j-thétl Fnay be connected with
Dave PhiTIpsFx:=LIA Erolovres Asso€TE , asked if we could have
visi n_Tampa,

a DCD officer

some importance and urgency to his request #nd 1n

€8
would be a'dvantage,oqs- for the Agency to remain on aood tems{

3. 1 toi‘_'d,himA!pruld‘ pass his request on to higher DCD
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SUBJECT Euluglo Cantillo/Claim of Hich REFERENCES ‘
Buality Uraniun Deposits fa”™
Cuban Mine
This report is believed to contain information of operational interest and may not be disclosed to. per 1 outside
the Directorate of Operations witholGt the prior permission of the Dy tic Col i - ’
1. Pulweis C.enti,llo,l

[is a former Cuban general. In 1936, when

“he was the Caief of the Cuban Alr Force under Cuban dictaeor ﬂatista,
Centillo’s uncle come to him with an ore sample the uncle had - -

uncovered in an abandoned former Spanish mine in Cuba. The uncle
suspected the ore was ursnimm. Cantillo brought the specimen to

the US, where it was assayed by an unnamed US survey company as

being the richest uraniem swple the firm had ever tested. Canpillo
and the wncle, who ware the only Individoals aware of the locatien’
of the sdne, recognized archale Cupﬂn laws did not protect their
find, 20 the general attespted to get Batists to cbange the mining

. stditutes. Batisia suSpacted tha sineral had come across somathing

significent, andhhe sent a tean of men to tha Pinar del Rio area
for six months on a Search. The téan uncovered nothinp. Batista
also tried to work out a deal wheré he would be a partuer ia the
sEnture as a pre-condition to changlag the mining laws. Be was -
unsuécessful in conviaclag Cantilld to permit him to become a
partner. At that time, the revulution reached full intensity, and
Batiota left the country. ; .

Cantillo's uncle is 8L111 in cuba Despita Cantdllo’s impriscument

by the Fidel Castro reglee for nin.e years, he has mever told anyone
about- bis uncle's find. Anproxim;ely one year ago, Cantillo
approached a retired Agency staff employee and informed him of tha
uwcle’s find. He did so after all these years because of the .
developing relations between the US:and Cuba. Cantiilo feels the

. US_may be able to make use of information. that Castro does not

2.
3.
a2
3
2
i
Wy

pomas about the rviches that exist ia his own nation, and that .
Castro and the USSR would eapitalize on the find 1if they were to
become avare of it. In his viev. the 7S shoula know of this
pote-ntim} before it conducts negotiatious with Castro. The genersl
is willing to provide the name of the assay company, so that
documentation can ba obtained on the purity of tha uranixm

The’ geuetal's US contact notes ('.antillo i3 not the soxt of rmn who
apeaks iaaceurataly abeot thingd sich as this. He described Cantillo
as & "solid my”, and says the mzormation Cantillo has provided

ptobubly is reliable.
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