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ESIUTRE
MARCH 1977

AR. 20l APPEARED
W LGE _.\5_3'

-

[P T

They are on ‘the Pan “Ars nxght ﬁxg}{ to Camcas three
hours away from at least a hurdregi murder stornw

ahve" " asks Rothchlld - :
o1 e%Weil, 'that all depends on who you talk t.o and how»

parano:d ‘they are," says Branch.. “Our friends in
- Washmgton used to_ be simple’ Journa!:sts and policy
. analysts, I\ow they are three-pay-vhone men. That
£: . . means’ you can’t call themd without using three pay
o : . - -"*phones. You call them up and 2il they’ll say is ‘phone
2 - nuraber ore’ "Then they go to pay phone number one
. . sud you call them again. Then they ask you for the
% - nuinber of amrher pay phoue near yours, nnd they call
.you on that one.” ..~ e
2. . " *What do you talk about?" :
¥ ) *-**Things like pay phones and letter bo'nbs and wheth-
¥ .er the Feds can be trusted. The last time I called they
told me we would be walkifig into four nesis of known
killers: the ‘Cuban exiles in Venezuela, the Venezuelan
“secret pohce the C.LA. and t‘xe Chxlaan wcret pohce
“Is that true?” 3 .-

R A s
X e g

c e A e

How two mnld mannered reporters,
- trail of a Washington bomber,
Ianded in Caracas and ran afoul of the
2. *x.." Venezuelan secret service, warring - -5 -1
Cuban terrorists, the Miami police, the State AR
Department, the C.1LA,, the EB.L.. - "= -2
and the most dangerous man alive —all PR
thlb and their mothers didn’t know v
adamn thmo about xt PRI

"..C.LA. Cubans he has known, espezially since tke point -
- i3 always that the situation is-.too complicated for

" your mother you were going to Veneruea? _- -

"nnm we get rid ct it “e'll havo to pho«e it out of °

.- T /', -
.: - / / WO ,-)/l (~

oﬁ thé ’

J-Well, it'’s true that all tho:e people are down Lhere - ":’
Branch sa)s, "but l dcm't thmk L‘iey wau!d be after :
us. AP .

Rothchlld doei not )ook reassured He docs not li‘se ‘,_
the way Branch reels off the life histories of all the -

Words. “Tell me,” Rothchild says gravely, “did you tell .7 .

. Branch squirms at thé cruel qoestion. He wants to +
appear as knowledgesble and confident 28 possible, be—
cause he has dragged Rothchild into this adventure on .
less than a day’s notice. “No, I didn't tei! ber,” he.ad- =
mits. “I{’s too complicated. But I think we'}.! on!y }uve
one point of danger., STl T el
““When's thepomto{dznger’" iyt -* i.
.=ell, we may get into the pnsrm and get our an-
swers,” Branch replies, “or we may get them from peo- -
ple in the Venezuelan government. Either way, we'll
know who did the murders and who paid the killers
and what other murders tbe ve done. That's what we
hope, anyway. If we get that information, we'll be kot

EI_. Lo




. I . . -y . - -

guess.™ It Ga Hial rer-orier for ch .‘.‘nm e
News, standing in the aisle, kwhing down al us, Sh» . }

is a specialist on Latin terrorism in XMiami. .

“Locks like it.,” 2ay s Braunch, shrugying. So mucb for
the secret trip. Yet he is inclined to rust Inclin, even
though he an! Fothchild had met her only that duy,
whiie going through clips al the morgue of the News. .

_The three work out & way to mi.ke coatact in Caracas. \
Braveh is embarcucsed at being a little reserved. \
lnc!.m is candid, her face cheerful and open. .- !

" Inclin'leans over and whispers, “Listen, I think 5ou -
should be careful. There's something strenge yoing on.
This flight is cr.nvlmg with cops and prosccutors from
Miami» .. 7 o0 T R 5 ;

. Branch and Rothchx]d turn thelr )eada in unison, - !
and their necks sink down into their shoulders, There .2
: " are two young Lalin men in the back with neatly
Branch looks out the axrplane‘wmdow and pzdures trimmed beards, unisex hairdos and brightly colored *
. Orlando Letelier Iying in the middle of \Iassachusetts shirts. There aré several men in the fron! who do not ° s

Avenue, his legs blown off at tha thigh,’ his torse pul- ~ look like ordinary passengers. Rothclu‘d decndea there :§
Jhe venzed, detectives all around. On the curb nearby sat . might not ‘b8 any ordinary passengers. .
. his passenger Ronni Mofitt, her eyes frozen, holding - “What are they doing here?” Branchasksblunﬂy. .
,&.2 her throat. The bomb in Letelier’s car had blown-a - *Who knows?” says Inclin. “I know thesa guys from -

» stiver of metnl through Ronni Mofiitt’s carotid arte:y. "Miami. They give me tips-sometimes. But now they 1
f, and-she vag drowning in her own hlood. Ker husband arenm’t giving me the time of day. 1 don't understand ° i
i sat nearby. suffering from shock, watchmg hxs wife them, so I'm going to act just like they are. I don t: ]
A E’ die. She was twenty-five. The killers were the kind of think you shot.Id !et them m on what youre up to, 1

e

» people who would machine-gun a whole erowd of people - 42!&81' s B Ty RN E P+ I
in & public square just to hit their mark. They . “Those cops ‘ara Cubans, aren’t they"' Brmch asks. 1
- wouldn't care about the others. Ronni Mofiitt could just "-Inclin nods. Branch worries. Cubans on the Miami ‘,

- a3 easily have been half the people Branch knew in “police force are a strange lot, he has heard. The Lops
\Vashmqton The next day Jerry Ford rode right over - want to infiltrate Cuban terrorist groups and .drug- _
( “'the bloedy spots in the roxd-en his way to n receplion - running orgunizations, bul sometimes it turns out that

7. for ths- presicent of Liberii; he.never said a word the terrornsts and drug runners are inf }tratmx the )

...bout Washington's first gangland-style political as. copa. - - - IR A S
" sassination. Unwise to. talk about it, especislly if the - Branch and Rothchxid exchange signs of bewlldeh- N
- force behind the raurders is most likély the govern-- znent &3 lnc!in drifts back to her sea!. "Jesus Christ, : .
"ment of : Chz!e. The mxl..ary junta there overthrew - 8 - . s ’
Salvador’ “Allende with a- big bodst from the CIA,
which Js ‘still_thick as thisves with the geherals. Le-
telier’ was ‘ambassador to the’ United States ‘under Al«
]ende, then foreiga aﬁ'au's minister, mtermr minister
"'md defense minister. He had been J:u}ed and tortu:ed
- by the. generafs afr.er tke toup, then. a )ear hter de-

'C3,"a white, odorless’ douzh resembling’ quy Patty. ’l
‘Branch - “had heard many Cubans teli tales about C47
nd its predecessor C=3. It-was the C.LAS f:nonte :
“substarice for sabotage in_ the war against Castre, and
‘thousands of Cubans were trained in its use. Branch
had ‘not been surprised when endence came out that:
-+ Cubah exilés mxxht have pulled the Letelier job, but F.
.he was surprised by tips he received that they had also i o
kilted hundreds of others én 2 big’ spree in the ‘Caribs"- £ F%ﬂig.
bean. God, there is somet..mg big going on, he had - f—’ ‘Qj
tbought. And all his sources and his icstiacts told I:u'nt_
the answers were in V enezuels, of all places. AR RNORY 3
_!t"was now October 21 oce mortn to t‘m day sxr:te

nte e ar s

* .-.. N

; “Sa you dectded to uke a L“'e tnp m Carau.u too, | S Sacuitl
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John,” Branch mutters. “f figured we'd be in for some
scrapes, but § never thought it would start before we
even got there.” Then be's all business. “['ve got to
give you n quick briefing on cur maia ean while we
have the chance. We may nof hne 23 much feisure

hmea:wee\:pectaL" AR e
- e AR

Branch pulls down their dioner trays and spreads out

a pile of notes and news clippings. Then ke pullsout a

police mug shot, “Meet Orlundo Bosch,” ke says.
Rotkhchild stares incredulously at a porcine Cuban

man with a thin moustache and thick lips, “He looks

like the headmaster of a military school.™

.. “I know,” Branch says, “but he's a kiiler. Hes also-
" a pediatrician. This.whole thing’s like that—yin and

yang, Boaton Strangler and Mad Hatter a'l mixed up.”
‘Branch eyes the mass of clippings and notes, wonder- -

_ing where to begin. “It would take all mgbt to go
“il get you -
- .up to Letelier as quick as I can for now. The’ baghs .,
o ground is simple: Bosch. has-been a politics] terroristiv.

. - -swhat they call an action iman—ever since the l5te For-

-, ties in Cuba. He worked for Castro, then for the G.LA.,

through what I've heard about Bosch, so

and then he denounced the C.I.A° He has been an anti-

*'- Castro outlaw since the mid-Sixties, always telling the
.. Miami Cubans not to trust the CLA. ia theif war
.+ -against Castro, Now most of the hard-line Cubans bé-
_ lieve bim Bosch is the patriarch of Cuban terrorism.”

Branch paises, -then flips briskly through the clip-
pings. “Bosch got arrested and-indicted pretiy regular-

.-, 3y ali through the Sixties, He usually got oL The wit-
"~ messes against him tended to sweat a Jot and forget
" 'things on the stand, if they even showed up, In gen-
- eral, Bosch had a threefold dperation: first, political

o temr against Castro sympathizers; sedond, ordmary
", erimes like extortion from rich people and c«ompamcs

T to finance the political terror; a.nd third, all kinds of

© wars and’ feuds with his térrorist Tivals, Finally, Bosch

e gohnaxled in 1968 for shemng a _Polish fm:ghter in
e 3- big pile of money.- I heard all kinds of stories about ~

'&‘-?w—ﬁ‘-‘-!i e

. .

John lwthchdd

H.'dn lnctcn -

)Xmm: )xarbor He got ten 3 )ears, but he was pareled
-4 1972. That brings us to his inlernational period.” -

readiness. “Bosch went underground two years aiter
‘his parole and the pace of Miami bombings walated.
So did terrorist bombings against Castro’s embassies -
all over the world. Then, in 1974, important Cubans -
started getting. knocked off in kangland-style murders,” -

~
N

.Branch picks up one particular clip and holds it in’

A lot of groups, including Bosch's, tock eredit for ..

“them. The word was that C.I.4. stooges were being -

eliminated. Eosch bécame a phantom. 3lwsterious fig- -
_ures with names like Ernesto would pop up in the Mi- -

ami press to speak for hirh. Here's a Mizmi Netos clip

from this period. it's headlined ‘Bosch Declares War .

on Castro.” Hilda wrote it. She's the last American re-
porfer to interview Bosch. Shortly after it came out,

Bosch slipped out of the country.” - .o - - .
While Rothéhild-studies the clips, Brarch mtmues.

“He got arrested in Venezuela about top years ago.

The Justice Department decided not to ask for his re- *

turn to the United States desp)te 2ll he's weated for.
That's weird. Then the Venezuelans turned him loose

and he left' with a bunch of Chilean bodszuards and a

Toich being -dowr in Chile with the Pinochet junts
" there, bargnmmg Now the stones jump {o February .

of last year, swhen Bosch got artested in Cos!a Rica" .

_ right before Kisiinger visiled..The ruimbr iz that he.

"wag plotting to assassinate Kissinger. Bosch got out
of Costa Rica: somehow and preétty soon there ¥ Wasa’:

‘secret nfeeting in the Dominican Republic 6f alb the

major Cuban terrorist groups, which the I)u:n.mc'\ns
- allowed; of coursa. There was a negotxated t:act, and
" the terrorists united undes Bosch in an umbrelia Froup
wlled CORU, supposediy thh the- support of se\‘eral
)unbu ‘in Latin America. | e -

. AXow in the last month there has been the. Lc elxer

- .-*‘-.

¢ irxurder." Branch continues grimly. “The tervorists
4] showed that they were not dfraid to kill ia the United

. Statés, right-in the capi jtal. They have ever thréstened

‘have collected a lot of intelligence aboul the agent's
life. Tha F.B.1, is upset Then, two weeks alter Letelier

_bades, killing seventy-three people. Castro Yamed the

C.L.A.
. umrhb loved ft: Castro and the Annnum peitiag

A s o

Enibsia S |

- to &ill one of the F.RI agents 6n the Letelier cau,\ '
And his flandée. The anonymous threats show they |

N

* was killed, terrorista blew up a Cuban plare near Rar-
3

and éanceled the anti-skyiacking treaty. The -
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mad at cach other. Then Rasch gut ar.  af in Vene.
suela again, along with a whale bunch of Cuban exiles,
Stories huve-been sseping out in the Venezuelun press
Yinking Bosch with both Leteirer and the Cutan plane.
¢ 1 picked up similar stories In Miazmi. My 20urces there
tell me the Cubans in jail are almos? 83l fnewye 14,
men, #.03.1, informants and a few veterans of the Vens
ezuelan secret police, the DISIP. Some people say
DISIP has tortured the hell cut of these guys, but
other people say DISIP s in bad with them—holding
them under protective custody till the l‘tal blows oser.
1: 3 the bzxgest damn mess you ever sa-v R

SRy SRS
’ "\ou fulks wmmln t mmd tetlmg me w!m )ou are and
what you're up to, would you ™ o
Rothchild and Branch leok up at the man :tandxng

_in the aisle. He wears a leisure suit with a fashy s)urt
“opened to his sternum, a'howmg s lot ¢f tan and some
tufted chest hair. :._-~:~.‘_-~ B o AR T

- n“

R A

dmnx? We're just uunkmg about racetracb and Cu-

bans and stuff like that” - .0~ g o olhm
* 1 *Coras on now. You can téll me™ the man urges. i
TmDon't tell im anything,” says Hilda Inclin from
behind. She Is laughing as I it were a gnme. but her
&ves signal a3 warning. ST
. Branch is way off-balance. “I'll take lhe ﬁfth Why
doa twe start with you?” 7 U TS I v
. “Qkay,' says the man, smmng "I'll p.av it your my,
friend: My pame's George Yosa I m_ an assistant
state’s attorney out of Miami.” He flashes an 1D card.
~ Branch and Kothehild can’t believe it. He seems more
1 li¥a a condominium salesman who wishes ke could ba a
goif pro. “Is that right, Hilda?” Branch asks. X
*Yeah, but he’s being a bad boy tonight, she re-
- plieal "I‘»ll bim to mmd his own busmm, _whagever
- that is.* LR = % s
“Oby 8ays Yoss, “I'm going to nge nu one more
cha:rce. 1% know you're a Joumahst. Why don't we start

Y

. with who you work: for?™” -3

- e TR

K
- e

= Smnch looks down ‘and notxces t!mt hu hands have -

beea cmermg up ‘the news clippings urconsciously.”
._"Icese g:we me away, .eh?” he says weakly. “I'll te!!
)‘o'z what, You'va got e Y httle paranoid. Why don't”
*yoa give me the narhe of your hotel and Bl eall you
w!:en: get our feet on the ground" We c:m talk this
-o\*er S RALE
I TWhy don't we start thh who you wor‘z for?? Yoss
pemsts. Heis st:ll kidding, but there is an edge to it
- "1 ch may need me down here. You never Know. This
.is a strange country and you guys could- nnd yuurse'\ es
: on the next plxme out, Pl give you one more ehance.
o =f think Il lay low for the moment." Branch says
. Yoss makes a few more thrusts, then sxunters ot

the sl5,” Branch says. “That sure didn’t work out. Th.s
ﬂ.ght’s like n goddamn convention! Tell ine, Hilda ~
\o-a of the Cuban cops is named Raid! Diaz, [ hope?™
T That's Disz right behind you,” ahe replies. .
;0N shit!™ says Branch. He turns slowly ia his seat
and Snds !nmse!f _ataring at one of the handmme

Cuba“s. Nl el TS ._2,.‘-. S

#You must be Taylor Branch." Ratt Diu say: mh

R R R YT SN PR o e.., '. LN

“'~£ abaniih

asz::.ua...- .

peiis
ESXNe ST S Tuut

** pays Branch, “I'm not sure. What are you ™

*. v cout to be flaky?”

iy .
*And you're Racl” Br. 4 gives him a Hmp hand-

shake and stumps \.0\‘" in his seat. Hilda Izxian sh.ﬁkea
her head and walks off.” - .

“Who's Raal?" asks Rethchild,

“i{e's Rolando Martinesz® son-in-law, One of ths TWa.

cferrate Juy g @ oplat @t of Limne with him 1n Miami”

*What's so bad about that?” asks Rotheh:hd,

“I don't know, It's just that he probably oows whe
my Cuban contacts ace, sml I don’t knew what the hell
he's up to, You see, somie of the people who have been
telling me about the terrorists are right-wingers nnd

‘- some of them are left-wingers. T don't care atout any-

" thing except the Letelier murder, but I think it would
be healthy for us if we could keep the two groups

- . separate. The oniy way we ean do that is to stay kind

e -a -.'<~‘."”<n-..,. _44,;..
. B Ry *

of incognite.”

“You're doing gre:n! so hr " Pothchﬂd su‘t His

- mind his been wandering over the -Rosch briefing. -
ES “What makes vou think we can gel into the prison {o
see Bosch and his friends?” he asks. "And vr‘\.y would

.'-,_- \\ e

. they want to talk.to us?™-

" a tough spot. The Castro government wants him, sad

- Bosch knows that would mean curtsins for him He -
- also knows that he could get killed any day iz Vene-
©zuela by either his friends or his enemies. He may fig= ",
-ure that-his best chance to survive is to come ta the

*. United States. What we hope j3 that he wan’s ta get’
" some of his story out in the American press t> forew
the government {o turn the screws and get him baek in

the States. That's'what I hear from some of our Vene- W
zuelan contacts, ¥ don't know if it’s true, but they are

< pretty high up. Now even if we can’t talk to Bosch and

‘the other prisoners directly, we might get stud jadi- .

rectly from the Venezuelans™
+ “What happens if all the Vene..uekm contacts tu'u

* “Then we'll .Just have to poke amund o s.x,'a &-mch.
"I have a lot of names. There's only one guy I koow -
down here personaily. He's a Cuban named Ricirdo -
" Morales. I interviewed him back in 1974, just Nefore
. he eame to- Venezuela Feople in Miami tell me bes
“~way .up high’ia the BISIP, the secret police. I dan't.
= know what he's doing now, but he might be a swd

!allb.mk sf nsthing cke works oul.” v i ey

Branch rephes, “but I liked him anyway. He doesn't -

“have any )I!usxons about the business he's in, and he °

’ m.akes fun of all-the people who do. Ricardo I an o)d

S opetator. even though he's only in his Jale thirties. He
- _worked for Castro's secret police. Then he worked for-
.the C.LA. ns an e\(plosives expert. He fought for the
,/"3Maybe I was too set oh getting into'the country on ,' Agency in the anbo in the roid-Sixties, and then beo™”
cashé an F.L.1 informant. He's. the guy who got Basch

‘convicted in: 1969 Small world, isn't it? Hlo surfsced o

- in court with everyt‘tinx on tape, Then all hell bmke

- - looxe. Morales® chr was blown up, He survived dut

bl imed Rosch for trying to kill him. Morales himself
whe indicteld for first-legree mnrder, but he got oﬂ’

[

-?. He's a survivor if'thers ever wasone™ A

T+ S0 he must hate Bosch, thon(' says Rothehild,
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“ll sounds

fiko floseh snd Morales have tried hand
encugh to kill each other.” Hranch hesis

" tates and then decides not to tell Hothe

(

chuld that some of the old 1A, Cutans
in Muami believe Eouxch and Morales
have patchad thinys up, Branch does not
bvhevp it and it would maks things too
ganeled. “It°s amazirng that the Veadtues
lans would have a gruy Jike \Xm'nlu high
up in their security apparatus,” he says
nbnntmmda'l\"“"! mean he's 8 Cuban,
and he has worked for Cuatro, the C.LA,,

and the F.RBI, ond he's a veleran of
gangland.type wnrfare. 1ty Jike finding
a West German high up in the C1.A, snd
then discovering that he has also worked
for the KRG and the Shah of fzan. But
trom what § hear, that's a preity com.

“mon background to have down hen._

There are Cubans all over Laun Amur-
lcn.

J~_ Branch htvim packing up the news
“elips, *I'm parancid as hell about this
. p!xme.‘ he snys. “We're supposed to get

(

N

a

¢..

&' eall at tha hotel around midaight. .
*-That gives us an hour to got through -
“customs and_ get settled. '§ want to
" hustle away from’'thess guys aod mlko
L sure weroon tlma. e - .-« caes
A Gr«hng from Rémule ~ *
. Rothchild and Inclén aotice a )\udd!o
of shady five-footers lurking In o dark
: corner beaide the airport entrance.
They must be o Venezuelan tour group,
Rothchzid thinks, waiting for n burgain
* Right out of the country. Im not going
to get paranocid about-everything [ see.
- But the group stares at the passen-
. gers; their suits blend so well Into the
shadows that all you see are their rm;'-
- vor sunglasses, They look Jike s dis-
play of Foster Crants at the back ul
an unlighted drugstore, . .

* They stop losking only wh:m tlve
Miami sssistant state’s attorneya and

buxgnng Braoch on the plane, go over |

." afd give some of the men in ths ahad-

Lows warm, Latin‘ embraces. fnclin’
thmks it is n meeting between ths Mi-
‘ami . Jaw-enfordement oontmzent and
. the  Venezuelan ' secret -~ police, She
. eatehes up in the line and says sha has

S recogiized one of the people in the po-
*“lice “huddle ns Ricarde Moralen, ths

“mysterious Cuban who i3 suppoied to-
" be Branch's fallback contact in. Cata- -
cas. Branch {s stunned. First he is read- -
ing clips about Cubans and cops, snd
T"the Cubans and cops start ﬁngarinx
" him on the airplane. Now 3Mornles.
"lec me your papers and follow
=~ me!” a ¥pice’ booms suddenly, It be-
lonss to a man in o turtléneck sweater
--and leather jacket. A flunky moves nest
to each report~r in the line. Tharo s

. pothing to do but hand over th- poane
- ports and follow.

¢

\

- Turtleneck and his gaug herd tha ro-
porters into a special ro0m at the back
of the nirport. He disappenis fnto an-
other office, jeaving them alons with an
old man seatml behind a desk, Theco
- i3 furious typing coming from the adja-
cent toory inte which Turtienerk has
dauippoarﬁd s dunkm knp mnnlnw

back and forth fiom one sowm tw the
lh-!

In about tea minutes, Turtlene-x o=
turns and hynds each of the reporters a
citacién—in teipheate, Bothehild, trans-
fating fer Brauch, doesn’t rememnber
the lepal definition of the word eifae
cidn. Me dors, however, rewoxnize a
word farther down in the document—
edreel. Cavcel meany jail The ruporters
ore being sammoned to attend soms
kind of mwtinh in a sinister- wunmnx
room, D-034, in a building snumewhers
fn Ca-ncns &t nine .’ the following
day, The letterhesnd belungs to DISIP,

Turtleneck kerps saying i2 is all rou.
tine-—just siga the etacion and every.
boly ¢an get a good night's sleep, Whils
- Rothchild struggles to understand the
fine print, Inclin tells him she thinks it
mxght be a mistake to acknowledge the
+ summons. §t mizht conceivably be con.
- strued as dn ndmission of sSomething,

- and the reporters don't know what it is

for, Inclin devides to try an offensive

to g3t information, She whips ot her.

notebook as if to write a trafie ticket
ond rsks Tartleneck what his name is,

. Ee dogsn’t answer. She repeats the

" question and. finally he mumblcs, "ln-

* spector Romule.” t

“That’s all there Is to it?* =~
“Yeah. Just Romulo.” :
“Who ordered you to do this?™

“f don’t know. [ can’t say, It's just a
procedure.” “

*“YWhy is this happening to us?”

It is so becausa it is s0.”

Inclin writes that down.

Branch, whose rudimentary knowl.
edge of Spanish often led him to offend
the Cuban community in Miami-—whers
he would mean to say “what a grand
nedd'ng this is™ and end up savmg

“what tremendous tits 'you lJave"—is
getting a headache trying to keep up
“with the cdonversation. “lsn't there

* he keeps asking.

o wThat's all nght » says Rothchsid
“Y®The guy ian’t sumg a aamn thing in

- Spanish, either.” Inclin agress. -

The reporters get nowhere. Pohce
. keep’ circling, and an evasive Rémulo
%weps cracking his kauckles, pacing
back and ferth vetween rooms, thrust-

ing pens into the reporters’ hards hike .

:a door-to-door calesmau pushmg magae
-zide subseriptions, Inclin asks him if
“they will go to jail for not signing.
Rémulo says, “No, you won't go to jail
-for that, and I don't care what you do.
My ordefs were to hand you this cis
tacién, and that I have d’oue. The rest,
is ontxrely‘up to you.

Inclin decides to accept ths summeons
but not to sign it based on Romule's
assertion that it ‘rémains in. force no
mattée what. Brench and Rothebild go
along after a brief huddle. Romulo is
definitely peeved. He hands. each of
them a summons in an envelope and
tells them ta leave.

1 don’t understand how they picked
us out,’” says Inclin ia the cab. “Es.
p'clally you, John. You're not even
coming a3 8 reporter. They couldn't
hsre :c:tm us oif our doc.unmts " Thc

.
e .opical explanation §a that swmes

. ono on the plans tpped off the Vené

guelans, But why?

Hranch thrustes arcund in his spy
world {or answers, Nuothing secems o
fit, The theee of them theorize all the
vay to the hotel, and they can oaly
settle, like Alevamier Haiy, on a sinis-
ler lorm- Eranch {3 still sure that the
sumnmens will be lified a3 soon.as he
can talk te kis fricedly contaets In
Veneruela, Eothehild keeps Jooking out
the window for a tail,

A Visit to o Small Hotel

‘The taxi drops them off ut the Anauco
Hilten, where Inclin is staying. Branch
offers to carry Inclan's bags. The lobby,
mnazingly, is flled with the same
DISIP lu.kers; they have managed to
move their whole svene intact. They
nre Jeaning apainst walls and sitting
on the couches. Rranch lovks fowand

the elevator in time to see the Miami |

attoraeys and cops scurrying to get in-

_side, frantically pushing buttons to get

the door to close. They are as jittery |
sbout seeing the nporters as the re-
purters are about seeing the Venezue-
lan goons. And the most jittery of all,
in the raiddle of the elevator, s Ricar
do Morales himself. Morales js staring
-ut the ceiling, trying to aveid eys con-

" tact, and Branch has the feeling that

Blorales is seared. It is the first time
ho hos seen fear on the face of this
hardened seteran of Congoe wars and
Castro plots and murders, Seeing
Morales scared makes Branch seared.
e warns Inclan not to o anywhere or

do anything—just to call him when he

cops; the samo ones who have been  somebody who speaks English here?”.

;

.one of these bombings

arrives at his hotel, the Avila,

Back in a taxi Branch is poing
througn another run of Cuban politics.
“I don't know, John,” he says. “Maybe
Morales is behmd all this, but I can't

.figure out why he's doing it. He sure

lovked as if he's in trouble. He could
haveé been making some secret deal with
those cops. Something he knows about
in  DMiami.
DMorales might not hnow that we were
on the flight by accideat. He» might

: think we were tailing the cops,”

> Rothchild is trying not to listen. The
only sure contact ke thought Dranch
had has suddenly turned into n poten.
tial cnemy. Rothehild is petrified by
the thought that Braach has gotten in

-‘over his head. “I think swe are in more

trouble,” he sava. “Look behind you.”
This time there is ' tail. The other
ear is right on their buriper as they
wind up the back streets of Conracas.
“They aren’t even pretending not to be
following,” Rothchild saye.

. think that's & good sign.”

Brarch, overwhelmed, keeps looking
at the car behind them. *You know,”
he says with s smile, “this is the first
time ['ve ever been tailed™ Nothchild
frels as if he is being eranked through
the roller of erhxm Greene's typee

. wwriter,

“1 don’t

*  They reach the l!o:d Avila, 8 Casa. ?
blanca-type place at the top ol n hil, t

It zeems deserted uatl Kothehild Joohs-

down from-a balcony near their room. .
There are propla pulling into the drives ;
wny m nnml cars. snd they have ‘*




alkietalaivs and revolier bulges at
t?o wauts of theie plain dark suita
Thrv station themselves around the
hotel entrance and oven in the Sower
belz, They have the place susroundal.
There have bren no -phone calls—or
at Tenst that {3 the word feom the Jdaek,
Branch paces nervously arvund the
room, e thinks that svmething he al-
zeady havws about C.LA. Cubans and
terrorism must bo the key tu what's
huppvm..;.. but he doesn't kaow what it
is. He teiis everything he knows to
Rothehild, gpoing ell the way back
' thoough Prieo and the pre-Castro stu.
. deat movement. Rothchild thinks
- Branch hns lost his mind. It is fear, he
figurea. Branch realizes that Rothchild
> Islying down on the bad pretending not
_“ to be awshe, that he has fallen into &

a:npor. 1t is fear, Bramh ﬁgures. R

P

. -Then a call comz: lhruugh b:xt it is nol
7"$he contact Branch awaits. [T s Inclan,
.- who has bren denied n room ot the Hil
. ‘toa {even though she had ‘a reserva.
;‘ tion) und .she can't peach anybody at
. the U.S, Embasay. She wonders what
“ the hell is going -on. Branch tells her
" the situativa st the Avila, but shs de-
e ades to coms over; there ate. lots of
” rooms and at lesst -the reporters ean
.~ show some solidarity. -

It takes & Jong time, too fong, for
Inchin to show up. Branch wanders
downstairs; Rothchild waits by the

- phone for ealls that never come. There
is &n upronr at the desk, The clerk is
telling [nclin there aro no rodms avsil-

. able even though the bank of keys is

. behind him in full visw, He holds ¢hat
retreats to “there is some problem with
you people. I ean't give you a roum.”
He seams scared. Everybody. seems.
“’scared. Denying = woman a rooma at
-~ three aum. in Venerzuela is a serious
“: violstion of the chivalri¢ code. The *

"three reporters talk. aboul it, but they -

ean't sit down or move around without
bemg followed, almost mimicked, by.
. cops. Tbere are now nt laast suc of

_other by now.
whntever he says the other nill think it

positioa for aboul five minutes, then—

“em in the lobby el all tiines. Inclin
ectdes sha will sleep on acvuch in the
~bby, and ahe wondsrs If she should
put on hee nightunwn fus the guons,
Sho sets ber bayi beside one evuch,
and the l-e!i.‘mp ditecis hep over to n
Batkes 0. Wit 8 Rracious fAoutish: e
eould have been opening tne door lo
the wedding suite.

After \a.nl_v scouring the lubby for
pay phones, the reporters upree that
they huve to make a move for the goom
30 they can talx near o phone, The
three make their way up the stairs like
Cary Grant tiptoring between bed.
rooms. To their relief, no ona slups
Inclin,

Brinch ofers Inclan his bed, saying
he will sleep on the flocr. Rothchild
doesn't say anything, but Lis paranoia
tells him it is foolish to give the Vene
guelans a chance to arrest them undep
the pretext of immoral conduct, Koth.
child keeps ope;:ing the door becauss

of his paranoia; Branch keeps closing
-t becnuse of his, He doesn’t want to bs

listenad in on. Branch and Rothchild
sre not communicating much with each
Each is worried that

is crazy.
Inclin tries to phone her editor in
Miami, but it becomes clear after about

"an hour of excuses that the desk clerk

isA’t going to put through her eall
Local lines still seem to- be availnble,
but whom to call? Branch has his list
of connections] but these people are in
their own ‘delicate situations and
Branch doesn't want to bluw their cov-
ers by calling at four a.m. on what is

-certainly a tapped line. Inclin can't gee

an answep at the U.S. Embussy. Roth:
¢hild has nobody to call, and that iy one

-of his jproblems. Since he is so un-
connected with the story, he is sure .

that tha police will figire he is the
heavy—a deep-cover C.IA, man éut of
retirement from the Everglades,

By elimination, the rep'orters can
- think of only one person in Venezueld
that they could contact Inchin. has

sounds fanilinr. You're not 8 Venezue.

up the phone. . 3

- just denied beirz himself. 3aybs all

. have caused the trouble. Irelin says'no

»instmctwely, but the spy world threat.
' eny to swallow them up, top. They de. *
.- cide thers is nothing ' do except try -~

- to the DISIP.
=~ Inclan goes off to-the lobby !or aome

. ch:ld

fip 4 out, from her vwisit t» the -
A: .o Huetop, what fusr Pizande |
Morales i3 atayiog wa srd she thinks
shn knows what hos rooem number s,
Her plan is o call him gigectly, It is
clearly 2 de-peratica move. Inclan
tings up Morales st the Anasuco Hilton,
ppolugires for the hour nnd be,:iru te
eypinin her precansent, Yul it is clear
things are not guing well, Morales ap-
parently is denying that ha iz Morales,
“You arent Rica.do MMurales? Inclin
asks incredulously. »You know me and
I know you. 1 tulked to your nephew
in Miami yesterday. His family i3 fine
aund he sends his warmaest rozardy,” . i
There is & pause ard Inciin begins
to scund like & panelist on What's My
Line?. “You've never heasd of a blo-
tales? Whoe are you then? Your voice

lun, You sound Cubza, Are you &
Cuban?” Morales says he 13 tired of .
being integrapled in hus-sleeg; he hangs

An air of resignation kas sebtied
over the room. It i3 almost mourning -
and the goons are stijl stand.az by the
bushes. The reporters are under soumns .
kind ¢f ‘house srrest and they feel -
eaged, They wonder why Morales has -,

this is happenm; because they know
who ha is and Morales fears they will
ruin his cover identity. Or maybe
Morales doesn't want Braneh o reveal -
hin background 2o anybedy in Venes
zuela, Tho reporters kick this notion
arcund, but it doesn’t £i2. It seems pre-
pousterous thot the Venerzuelans don't
know about Bforales’ previous lives,
which are talked about all the time in
the Miami rumor mill ,

Branch paces. atound the room, try:
irg to make. his mind-cateh up with his -
fears. e even asks. Inclin-whether shs
is guarding asome <ecret that might

and politely doesn’t return the guastion, -
The reporters already trust each other -

-

= anyﬂnnz tc réach the outside world in - -
" the morning before getting shutﬁed off ;i

ALK
d

.J

eep on her couch. Branch tells Roth. ]

ild the rusor sbout the raBproche. ..
“mient betiveen Morales ard Bosch, say-".
ing he'd even heard Bosch had been '
* staying in Morales’ spartrment. But it ¢
doesn't make sny sense. Nothing does.
. Branch babbles on until ke finally runs
* out of nerveus energy. ”'We]l John"
- he says, "smiling tmn)y as be snnks onto -
the bed, “I was right about ona thing,
1 told you it wou‘dn t be a borng mk-

" end.”

“d

“'L.'.Ji.' W,

+oege

s A,

T It 'is five-thirty am. and somebody l
* pounding on the deor. Rothekild, a light
sleeper, jumps out of bed. He opens lhc -
door just a crack, and then-the door is -
thrown back so0 hard it bengs ngmn:t
the wall like a gunshel. A man in o -
grren snit with 3 lony mﬂnptn‘.klo
hanging from his belt bursts past Foth- °
throwiyts' on all Jthe hxhu.
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1 *Pack ™ he 3el's In half a second ho s
sll the way merots the voom, “Pack!’
Branch #ity »p straight in bal awd in
the most plaintive voice Rothehild has
ever beard fum uvae, a mizlure of recog-
nition, terror, disappointment, confu.
sion and pleading, says Just une wond:
“Hicardo?"”

it e Morales all “piglht, Branch
watches him snateh back the curtains
to check the balcony, then duct around
the chairs, "Pack'™ There is a rhythm
to his weder. He in myving like a cat,
frenzisl but in total conteel, Rothehild
feels the eneryy coming off Jum in
waves, He ships jnto the bathroom to
piss just to get away from Morales,
but he is 8o scared thut nothing comes,

More orders come out in ataccato
bursts-—Gel those bags clused! Cive
me your passports! Give me your air-
line tickets! Branch awd Rothchild
are convinced that he wants to destroy
the documents befors he kills them.
Morales lzaves the room vwithin -two
minutes, but his performance leaves so

. wartlilly,

~ * much afterlife that Rothchild and

-Beanch don't do anything once he has
left. They don't call. anybody, they don't

- - sneak off the balcony, they don’t even

say a word to each other.

Both of them jump off the floor when™
the phone rings, then look dumbly at
each other, Branch picks up the re.
ceiver, grunts, and puts it down, “All
the guy said was, ‘He is waiting,’” he

- . tells Rothchild. Hranch’s own voice

sounds far off to him.

Inclan has had~rough going dewn- -

stairs, maybe rougher than the other
two Because she is alone and also be-
cause shé is not yet a US. citizen,
. Morales wakes Her-up with the same
. staccato commands, She thinks maybe
i he is going to take her away and have
i her deported back to Havana. She is so
scared that she Jocks herself in .the
* bathroom and doesn’t. coms out until
she hears the other two reposters stum-
‘bling dowsstairs with their bags;” - .
Blorales twists the knife with a Jittle
humiliation. “Pay your bill!” he yells.
Branch doesn’t think he shounld have to
pay for the kospitality he has received,

_ but he pulls out hid wallet withoust a .
fecond’s  Hesitation. “Pick up your

bags? Let's go!” The ieporters” are’
hustled out of the lobby, past n squdd-
ron of sunglasses. Morales i3 alrendy
:ghead of ‘them,; barking. érders on-his
walkie-talkie. It is still dark. -

" The reporters are put into the back
of n car. Morales and a driver are up
{front. Nobody s talking much. Branch

“'is wearing his'best suit, which he does .

not remember puttifg on’ during Blo.
rales® brutal prodding. Now he thinks
maybe somsthing deep in his uncon
-scious had ordered him to-look his best
Rothchild is tervified that they are
traveling I o private ca¢ instead of
_ an official police car. His fear of being
-officially detained is rapidiy. being re.
placed by a fear of being unofficially
{ bumped of." He keeps looking back at
the car full of goons that is following
close behind a3 they careen down the
muantain at one hundrsd twenty ki-
jumeters an boue. - .

- Ceme et L R A

- The car fs )m,dinz out _o!'town_now, .

L the pupulatad areas and into those
suts where erecutions amd accilents
taks place, Branch is desperately trye
ingz te muake contact with Musales. Heo
mentioas 20 peepie from Muams that
be and Moralea had ence Sslaed to to-
gether, Hut every time ranch deops »
name, Morales turns the volume up on
the radiwe. He Teaves it that way, blar.
fng, until the guestioner pives up mnt
sits back in his seat. But desperntion
creates another question, ancther tiry,
which ends in ancther mambo blast,
Branih gives up on the name-diopping
und even tries some spy-world jouilt
production, “Rip would not hie what
you are doing to us,” he »ays, *Rip
would be ashameld.” Rip Robertson was
Moraies’ gun-toling eaze officer in the
Congo operations. Rothehild  thinks
Branch is foolish to bring up the Congo
and remind Morales how little he cares
for human hife. Morales savs nothing,
He just gives the radio knob anuther
twisk, ~ - . RN .
©  Inélan Is taking the personal route
egain, talking about this nephew she
has ‘seen, mentioning other relatives of
Morales who live in Miawmi. Morales
-isni't unswering her, either. He is get-
ting tired. of the radio. Now he just
~ leans_his head over ngainst the door to
get some steep.- Walching Morales nod,
the fury turned off- like a light,
Branch's mind is filled with memories-
of Miami Cubans telling stories of
Iegendary agents whe would drop off
to sleep just before landing in Cuba on
a C.LA. commando raid. He never quite
" believed the stories, hut he thinks
Morales® nap is very effective theater,
Rothchild iz aniso watching the nap.
Every time Morales nods, Rothchild
thinks he is ducking so thut the bullets
from the car behind won't hit him.
 Rothchild ducks, too. o
After about twenty minutes of driv-
ing, the road flattens out and the re-
porters can see the airpoert in the dis-
tonce, Morales mentioned “nirport”

once back in the hotel lobby, but the'| siang at him from the couch. He nn-

' reporters were never sute he-intended
‘to take them there. If he were just.

planning to expel them, it would séem ' nenf Morales walks out with a wide
grin on his face. He clasps his honds:

municative, mofe curious about what
. the reporters were doing, moré worried
about the kind of story they might
write about him. But Moralés asked,
no - questions, Rothehild 'knew from
Braneh's incessant’ briefiags. that Mo-

-‘rales wore a lot-of hats: terrorist as’’

well as_informant, mercenary as well
as cop, bomber as well as represénta-

parancia to think Me would Kill them,-
but all last night's parancia-had come

true. - .

© The veporters know one thing: .they'

have stumbled onte s story that is
big enough and sensitive erough that

top people in the Vgnezuelan DISIP

‘age interrupling their sleep and riske
fng diplomatic ‘reprisals tJ scare the

hell out of them. It isnt routiné in |

 Venezuels, une of the Tew South Ameri-

“can countries lef? with_any sense of |

freedoin of the press. There is Some
thing big going on, and the repofters
don’t know, as they speed through

»

R I .

‘that he could afierd to be more com--

tive of a government. It might be mors.|

e o . -
Cara
find 0., what it iv Nobudg, after alf,
knous nhere the reporters are, and the
only thing wn their side, beshirs nome
veatisral compassion that might rcahle
cpamewhere even in guwors, i3 the sensg
that world epinion would be on Mo-
rates’ Lo~k iF they did cel tortured or
billed. But thut’s just the pmind—worlil
ppnton was on the terrurists’ bachs
about the Cuban airline crash and
abuut Let licr and Mothet, They killed
them anyway, They didn’t give a damn.
The car puils up ut the airport, It is
leas than eirht hours since the report-
ers entered the country, and they have
talked to nobody except Morales, the
poons and each other. Their best guess
is thut Morales pluns to heep it that
way. .- o LY S TR

R L e %

’
s Cote

Breakfast al Ricarde's - -l
_ Morales marches the greup through
part of the nirport jobby and then up
some back stairs, past the méteorology
room and into the tower section, They
afrive at a locked, knobless door with
a small puss-through window, and
Borales has to knock béfore it is
opened from the inside. They hdve
arrived st the goon contrel center.
There s a four-drawer cabinet wheré
‘the DISIP ‘police file their guns and
. bullet clips lihe memos. There iz an
“ld couch,-a. few desks, and in an ad-
foining room some bunk beds. All the
people from the night shift are sbil}
there, including Roémule, in the sume-
turtleneck and the some Jeather jackel
'The most impressive new lurher is a
charueter they call “El Largo,” or “The
Long Onet” - -

It is clear now that the plan is not
torture, it is deportation, but the re-
porters sense that the plan could easily
be changed. Morales is slalking be-
tween rooms, giving ‘orders and mahe
fng éalls, and when he 160ks at the re.

porters he seethes with anger. Inclin-

and Branch are directing more ques-

swers only with conlemptuous fooks, -
- No one is prepared for What happens

topether like a waiter and cheerfully

addresses the reporters: *ls anybody-

:h(xrjigry? Are yoi ready for some break-
fast?t o - e

" down the maze of corridors. They de
cide there is something oriental about
recent developments, and théy ave con-
, vinced Morales could ghow them.great

courtesy one mioment and yank out
| their toensils ‘the mext. They follow
i BMorales down the corridors until they
‘come to 3 small dining reom that ap-

pears to be reserved for nirporf por-

sonnel, Branch gives fleeting thouyht

i to the idea of making a scens, but:

he decides Morales would not " have

does not have the courage to make a
t geene in front of Mernles, who still has
; the reporters nearly paralyzed . with
i fright. . .

i - Alorales lavs his bip walkie-tallie
i down en the tuble nnd sndps for a

: whether they will ever get lo

The reporters *follow. Morales dumbly |

| Brought them here unfess he controlled-
| the area. Besides, Brauch realizes, he .

|




.. Morales declares angrily, waving his

*+ “becausa nobedy will tell us why this is |

Ye mre e e Eal & @e -t

waiter, -w wan you hn-v"' he asks
_Eragigu-tYe
wwa reporters had ﬂ:urr! break fast
was juobably a ruse, so they think
aboul foud for the first time, It is a
struggle. Rothehiid's stomach §s filled
s with embalming fluid. He feels quensy
looking at the mene, branch ashs only -
for coffeer and an order of toast, Hoth.
child follows suit. Morsles Jouks disaps
poitied and urpes them to eat more |
heartily fuclin orders cygs and Mo
rales looks pleased. He orders a sump-
tuous breakfast | !or himself, It arrives
promptly. -
“Well,” he asks grandly, “who do you
think will win your e.tcuon, Carler OF
Ford?* a
The reporters exchange the look,
familjar by mnow, that signals their
T agreement that- absurdity has reached
ucw heights, They mumble offhand an. -
. swers rs Morales listens intently.
“You don’t really havs much choice,”

---de-you™ he asks, “I mean, you have

two guys who don’t have any ideas and -
don’t have any backbone, right? And
neither one of them caa command any.

1 “thing or stop anything, so it doesn’t

make any difference, right? At least
:hats what l get lmm Tuu MUEe-
zine®

Inclén tnes to change lhe subjrct
She asks Morales about his position in
the DISIP and gets no response. She
mentions Morales' nephew, whom she
knows in Miami, and Morales parries the
remark, buddenly Y cmud cunies BEross
his face,

*What's the matter w:th you?” he .
demanda, “Why aren’t you eating?” e

. peints down at the dry toast, which

Branch and Rothchild have been pick- .
Sng at like wafilers at Oommunion.'
“Aren’t vou hungry?? - -

Branch nods ves; Rothchild nods no,

T “You told me you hadn't gotten amny

break{ast, so I.give your breakfast” '

arms. “If you ave not hungry, you are *,
hms' What's the matter with you?” - «-’
_ The reporters- are exasperated, “Wea "
are ufraid and confuséd,” suys. lndan,

happeninig \to us. I'am a reporter like
all the other reporters down here. I
-want to interview Orlamlo Bosch lxke
I did once before,..” : .

*“Never heard of hnm, * interrupta
Morsles. He gives us an exaggemted
sirug and a quizzical look,

Incldn shakes her head in dapmr.
.#QOh, come on, You testified against him
cight years ugo in Miami and now he's
the most famous prisorier in Latin
America. He's in your jail.”

“Did. he make Tinie magnzinal” uks
Morales, .

“Yes,” says Dranch.

“l guess I missed it,” aays Momks.
. He pauses, then turna to Inclin. “You
should not be running around askine so
many guestions,
are a woman, Women should be at
home having babies and making their
men happy. Nothing else™

¢Inclan is rutlled. "1 can work ns well
a3 most other reporters,” she says.

Moralea shohes his head vigorously,
“No you can't, You are a hundrd miles |
- - - A

aw

: ment.”

** he anys rternly. “You |

: agaln,

s don't l?\mk '«o,
think »ou are”

"No,” says .Ju!n'ts. “You :\rr a hun.
dred miles from reality, and | pm a
hundred years from reality, You under-
stand the difference?”.

1 don't know whit 1 uuurstand"
says Inclan, “I kpow somethirg about
you. Taylor says he tathed to you about
your bachgreund in Miami and you
tulhed to him like a frierd. l’r says
you were nice snd now you are
“{ am nel nice,” snaps

sa .
says Incldn, =f

when I was a hid? I sent anenymous
death wreaths to my fnends. All the
time, Is that nice?”

Branch does not like th:a sub;ect or
the faintly homicidal look he sees be-
fore him. He decides to make another

- stab at levity. “Look, Ricardo,” he says,

“I'm upset that you and your men have
kept me from reeing anything about
the last-grme o( the Warld senu last
night.” - -

"The World Serles » he says, Iua eyes

opening widé, “Let me tell you about

the World Series. It is just hike the

" world everywhere: the Heds are win-
Jing and the Yanks ave losing!” Mo-

rales breaks into laughter. Something
snaps in the reporters and they laugh,
too, uncontrollably., Fear floats out of
their mouths and they feel befter,
Branth wades in to reestablish con-
tact. “Leok, Ricardo,” he says gamely,
“§ can't help thinking this is soma kind

of mistake. [ want o be strmght with

‘ you. All I'm interested in is the mwur- ¢

der of Orlando Letelier, That's whut I
came dowdh here for, and I want, ..
“He's the guy \\'ho got blown up in

" Washington, nzht"" Morales breaks in. ;

“f think I saw thut in Tine”
““That's right. He was blown up right
around’ the cormer Irom my aparb-

R . @

+ from re;lity.” Heo locks off ard

A‘-!ornlrs.'
" #You know what 1 used to du in Cuba .

>‘ us just happenad to come down here -

*Wel' uhal are )uu dnmg ln \fno-
guela § was Lillaj in W ushlnz.or.
Morales ¢rmunds,

“HBecauze | think ths people whe
conspired to hitl Lim nre here. That's
what my zources say, and it has even
becn m pome of the Venrun!an news.
papers.”

BMorntes luvks duxuslr.d. “You
shouldn’t read the newspapers,” ho says -
tightly. “They lie. And you should in-
vestipate that murder in Washingtun
jnstead of coming hn!fwuy arcund tlne
world.” .

Branch tries another tzck. ' don’t.
understand what’s behind this, Picardo.

" You nren't like you were the Jast time .
I saw you, in 1974, Don’t you remem. =
ber? It was at night in Miami Beach,
and you brought your girl friend over
to the house I was staying in. And
Fotingo Silva wus there, And Tamayo .
was there. We talked almost all night
about the Conpo. Why have you
changed? Is there something . . ™
. Branch stops because ol what he sees -
on Moralcs® face. NI

- “You are lying!” he explodes. g have
‘never heard of Ricardo Morales! This
is the first time ] have ‘ever met you,
and it is the first time you have met

me! Understand? 1 have never smeen
you before in my life! 1f you say dif-. i
ferent you are Iying!? And bad things
happen to liars!”

Inclin comes lo Branch’s rescue. “I
have seen your picture,” she says, “and |
I'm sure who you are. If you're not |
Morales, then what is your name?”

“f don’t answer personal queciions,”
Morales says, smiling, trymg to Iook
shy.
*f think ma)b» you Fgure there's a

! dittle spy conspiracy here,” Branch ob- ..
FoReEvesy stabbing inthe dirk, “But there
isu’t, John and 1 are old friends, but
we just met Hilda yesterday. She is
interested in Bosch and his friends be-
cause of the bombings in Bliami and

" the Cuban plane, We are interested in

f them because of Letelier. The three of

on the same plane,” .
. “Oh, nally 2 says \'orales dubxous-
5. “I guess vou are good friends now.”

“I guess we \'e gone through somc-
thing together,” 'says Rothchild. .

“Now you have something in com.-
mon,” he nods, “feigning tenderness,
“Let’s see, what else is thére? Have
you all been married?” The reporters
nod. “How about divorced?” The re-
porters nod again. “Om:e"" They nod
again.

Morales holds up three fingers. “I
have been divorced’ three times,” he
says, “after four kids. I hawnt seen
them in seven yenrs.” This hangs in the
air.

“Do you miss them?” asks Inclén. .

“Not the children,” Morales says
-sofuly, “Just the wives sometimes, I

. don’t misa much. You know I haven’t
slept in two years.” The reporters give
each other significan? looks, hke shrinks
attending a primal-therapy session,

“If you are goiny to kick us out of
the country, you should at least et us

call our famlhvw." Inclan sayz, “My
editors are going to be worried, We i

i
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+ deadpans, .

han npmm!mmu and lhuu pm;vle

don’t huve uny ldes where we ara. Why

ean’t you let us make atl lrast one
phone eall?”

B Mornles has shed hu mrl.md\oly and
alipped inlo B new prrsana, e is
cager. “You're right,” he says, “I'l call

. them. Anyoily you went, Tell me who
your umx»inﬁmcuta are with.” He pulls
out a pen in
is startled by tow fast Morales moves
and how fiercely he anupa the point
down, <

The reporters xlanco knomngly at

- each other, They srhare a vision of

« DMorales hauling their contacts down to

- e e . ~e

.

; DISipPs \vekom 2 WBEON. \'na re not thaty

. dumb, they think, e
Inclin tells Morates to m“ her editor

. at The Minmi News, a safe, serious .

call. Mor .23 speils out the name letter

. by letter .as he writes on his napkin -
- like n schoolboy taking down his home.’

" work, He is puumg o 8 show. He ~

looks st Branch. . BN N

. “Tell Orlando Bosch it doesn't ook,
Branch suys. “Has in t.he DISIP prns-

5oon” et .

'I'he nporters gxxgle bub Morales
'T-e-l-l ~0-r-l a-it-d+0
B.o-s-hi,”r :
- “You've spelled Bosch Wrong ” says
Inclan, “It's B-o-g-c.h.” - -
“I'm sorry,” says Morales,
- Morales keeps writing. “You are a
. funny one,” he says jovially. He looks
©up. “Anybody else?”
“Yes,””. says Rranch,. He has been
- trying to think of one of his contacts
in Venezueln who would not be vul-
nerable to Morales but whose clout
might impress him. Any name is a risk,
but he decides to take one. “Tell the
‘governor of Caracas thut I won't be |
abls to see him. His name is Diego
Arias, Do you know him?"*

*=  Branch studies Morales Ior a reac.
.. - ing room. It has a biz waiting area -

tnn, but there is none.

A!tcr bmkfast, as the processmn goes
by a pay phone, Inclan suddenly an.
-~ nounces; “I'd like to make one call 'to
the Amencan Embassy.” She breaks
" step and marches toward it, the first -
- dign of overt resistancs. Blorales
freezes Branch and Rothchild with a.
_malicious glance and walks. with her,
shaking his head. Suppert goons appesr
from around corners: They seem re-
* Jaxed. Morales fingers his walkie-talkie. -
fnch sets to the phone and starts
fumbling for Venezuelan change and
her phone numbers. Morales leans up

- against the wall near the phone. He

('.

. Jooks amused. His body seems to twitch
n little under his suit, as il he might
need some exercise,

: Branch and Rethehild keep Le!hng

© themselves that Inclin is making a

futile gesture, but they admire her.
T “She’s got more guts than we do,”
_whispers Rothchild.

Branch and Rothchild watch her lift
the phone from the cradle, but they
don’t think she has the change or the
- humber, She i3 nervous. She looka

Morales in the face, which is probably

: @ mnistake. He stares at her, shakes his

- hesd, and hongs up the phone gently, -

>

w lash, Branch blinks, He.

Tas it I'l be nbla to make it this tnp," :

e g . . B T T

-~ Aa hour later, \!ormc- auddenly
mobiizes his entire office. Same ¢f his
men prab the reporiers® suitcases and
- yanish, Others tabe oF for unknewn
destinations, The rest fal! in arvund
the varwnpters and Moralss Jeads them
briskly out the duor,

Rothehild figures they hme just
encuxh time to make the len am. Sight
to Miami thzt he hid seen posted on 8
bosrd some time earlier, He prenses an
end coming and feels sonie relief. But
when the entourage emerpes on the aire
port’s main concvurse, Morsles turns
toward the exit
toward the planes. s e

-“f thought you were puttmg us on
the plane,” says Bianch. “W here are
we poing?” PR TR

“To the other. snrport » says Mo—
rales, His mind is élsewhere.- -

“What happens if e male a fuss
clnn usks, “What then""' T e

Morales® face is tant but breaks into
% tour-puide smile. “You will either
~leave Venezuela. nice
or ., . .” He pauses. “Or you will leave
nice anl happy.” He delivers the last
line with a lilt, as if making a rhyme.
%he reporters absorb the menacmx
smile and fall silent, - -

.into Ca mtas, not

and - happy,-

+ when you-put us on the plane"’ In--

va s ~arete

wu.. cded ulout what we m ht ﬁnd oul
It we ever pet out of ks clutches,”

says Branch. *§ think u-l)‘w it's the
fact that ‘this terrorisrr is organized
internationally, Hosch moves around on
illesral passports and has fancy ‘und-
raIsing dinners with supposec!y respect.
able people in luts of countries, Hes
supported by at least part of a Jot of
poveraments. And this stufl Jodks cross-
national—Cubons killing ‘Chilesns and
s0 forth. Fow look al how Vene:uela
fits in, 1t's kind of an enirepdt for ev-
erybody on all sides. The povernment is
in a real pickle. It has to get along
with the mnl»tary juntas that have tak-
en over most of Latin America, and it
zlso has to get along with Castro. This '
country is filled with left-wing Chilean
exiles snd right-wing Cudan - exiles)
Letelier is buried here, which is a tilt
to the left, but the pecple who helped

eonspire to kill him mxght well be right™
“in the DISIP, which is full of Cubans’®

". like Morales. President Pérex [Carlos

Several ‘cars screech up to the curb '

Once loaded, they take off at the usual
torrid pace. Branch feels panic open.
ing trapdoors under his lungs and he
Jesns over to Rothchild, “Holy shit,

John,” he whispers, “I don't think there

] unother au-port in Caracas.”

After racing a quartsr mile dm\n
the road, the cars turn al\ruptly into a
purking lot. The reporters sre baflied
‘by the rish and the short trip but re-
“lieved to be stayifg near the airport,
“They figure they are headed for a
plane from a dxﬂ’ere_nt direétion, but
Morales leads them through another
maze of corridors and inte a new hold-

with, two rooms partitioned off on the

side. )
handles. They lock from both sides.

- Morales vanis’h'e&, leaving Romulo’

and El Large in charge. Rémulo's

The doors are metal with no -

fingertips do push-ups on his desk -
while he looks on, stone-faced. Roth- -

child pets the impression that Romulo
lskes 6 stare at’ blank walls more than
" at people. El Largo, who seems to be a
notch above Réimulo in the pecking

order, moves intg one of the partitioned: |

offices and stays almost ccmtmuous]y on
the phone.- He reminds the reporters of
his presence from time to time by
loudly sucking phlegm up his long
spiny nose,

After about ten minutes, Branch
starts pacing away from Rémulo.
“Goildamn it,” Branch spurts, *1 don't
think we k:xmn enough about Morales
to make him do sll this. He's going o
n lot of trouble {o seal us off from
Venezuela, but it doesn't make sense
that he would do it just brcause we
know who he s
. “Why 'not?” asks Inelin,

. *Because” says Rothcehild, "\r‘ut we
slready hnow is going to come out any-
wny if he kicks us out of the country”

] think maybe Morales is mnore

Andrés, of Veneruela] has got his own-
Jittle Wniergate here, because his own -
government is tanglcd up with both
the terrorists snd the ‘andi-terrorists.’

" This whole country is like a tinderbox,

The rovcrnmer.t is making little ges.'
tures to both sides, trymg to keep the
lid on,*- .

“QOkay,” Branch continues, “Let’s’
assume that Morales ie not bootlegging
us out of the counlry on his own. That
seems stupid to me. Let’s assume that
at Jeast the people in the inlerior
ministry kaow what's poing on. And
tet’s assume they’re afraid we'lll get

-into the country and find 2 story that

goes something like INTERNATIONAL
TERRORIST  ORGANIZATION  HEADQUAR-
TERED IN VENEZUE.A. OPERATIVES MOSY-
LY CURAN, EXILES WITH CLA AND FBE TIES.
VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT PLAYING BOTH

-SIDES, And we go on to say that Basch

has brought a lot of Latin governments
around to his position, which is that it's
better to trust each other than to trust
tke C.I.A. Now, what I'm saying is that
& story Jike that would realiy serew up

" the Venezuelaus, especially if it's fleshed -
ovf. It’s the last thing the gorfrnment

here needs right now.”

*Sa what snde 35 Morales on"' asks -

Rothehild. e N

“I thmk he'a on both s»da," snys_

Incldn.

*1 think so. too“ says Braneh., “just
like the govemment_ Morales is in the
underworld of both sides”

Indén thinks for a moment. *There’s
only, one big. problem,” she says. “If
they" re so. afraid of a story like that,
why do they let other reporters stay
‘and just throw us out? Why do they
pick on us?” 3

“f dun't know,” Branch sighs. “I
don’t know much sbout the coTTespon-
dents here, They‘re ztttmg some’ stufl
out, but my impression is that they
cover nine rountries and just 2y in for
the eoups and earthquakes. That still
doesn't make us so special. But maybe

- we are Lo Maorales. We know him, He

knows Iilda knows a lot about Bosch
and Miami connections. He knows that
1 pot pretty deeplr into the C.LA.
Cubans. Then he sees us with the pro-e-

- ved

l
‘
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cutors. That may have been too much
for him to take chances with ws [
doa's hnow,
CLA”

Swords on the Runway

El Largo picks up the three passports
o Roimile’s desk and points them
towanl] the loched dove lile a batin,

“Vamos,” is all he says.

The metal door is unlocked by Fi
Largo, and onée again the DISIP cor-
tene appeass {rem nowhere. They ese
cort the reporters down anothér staire
case and cut toward an immigration

< stallina ).:xx:u rovm that o3 completely.
isolated.-It is & buiy part-of the dayat
- & msjor a::';or‘ but the DISIP keeps
_finding these empty halls and’ empty

. xooms to stick the reportérs in,

Something about qpproachmx this
" immigration stall, which is not’ ‘nttend-

© ed, and koowing be will pass through
‘it and get on an an'plane and rot find

T T :’ Letelier's murderer starts to galvam:e
- Branch, There is a tiny- pasnga to go~
<> through and:El Largo is mohomng

. = them to walk on,but Bronch is having:

thm visions of the- ‘bombed ‘car outside
“his, apartment and be is peiting ma«L
‘The msdder he geb. the -slower he
“walks, “We -ean’t just get. on this

- plane,” ke says to Kothchild, “We have -

‘1o af leastdo something.” He and Roth-

" - ehild, and.then Ineldn. behind ‘them, Zo-
" inte a-stall—hot & complete stop, lbut

they are slowing it way down. Morales
m:ght have cnamped down on this little
insurteetion in o second, but El Lurgo
: seems moérely ajitated. He is getting in
- front of the reporters, pleading and
© begzing, pulling with his arms as if
' they are all connefted by an xmnsxb!e

- rope, e .
+ In-complele exasperatxop. he starts

B sputrer'cz thraats, “If you don't move
“through kere, I am going to use ika

s m:ny of therd™

“forves!” Two! «uaxds go running down
-to-the er-d ef the room, apparently to go
find the jorfe, which turns out to be

nd paratrooper bédts.

Thén tho membeis of the armed fofees
plus. the DiSIP- peoplé surround the -
stragz'ler pmddmg ‘hitn, anng, whlla
one of the’ other two breaxs away. to the
same spot thostrnxglvr Just vacated

Qut of s pnctn.e window the report-

.. ers can See the plane being. gassed pp
LAt is VIASX, the Venezuelan airline,

“and bot Pan Am, chlan, finally 'ex-
pressing some paransia herself, says,
sWell t.hey could blow us up -on the
.- plane, but they wouldn't sacrifice '8
- Verezuelsn phne They don't- have that

this

. They kave been draggmg

wulk for almeoat farty minutes how, and - gemus then why shonld they be flying  pectant father,” but Rothc!'nld needs no
© they cam see the busloads oI -tourists - a‘vne on his :urplane"

being Aushed bick cut from théis vaca-
. tiens, The buses are stopping at the
- back stairway of the plane. Then
Branch gels his idea. “In here where
--there is nobed¥ to see us ws can't do
much,” he tells Rothchild. “But out

thtrt, in front of all those téurists, we -

c.m wet jome rclp. Let's go."‘ Rothehild

o [
B g .

Tatw W et cpmen, -u.m... - S aeei e

Maybe le th]r,ks weo're

. .our young scidiers in green fatlgues :
e s zue)a'n, comes down the same rahp on.

Tnth the aTmy, behmd them, the Te-- . w}nch Bn'\ch nnd Pothchﬂd have been
’ . . air of havmg donedthelr €ivig duty R‘

and Brascd bhuddle with Inclan. They
v h the plan oad agree, Then all
t. ¢ abamivn their shullle, Lo the sie-
prise of the herders, who have been
pushing all alonz, Sudilealy they see

‘their quatey running of in front of

them. Bl Largo doesn’t catch on right
AWaY, but be hnows that ahatever the
npofters want to do, it must be th~
wrang thing. So he sturts running aftes
them, yeiling, *“Stop?!” Branch and
Rothchild kit the double lass door with
Inclan sad E} Largo and the acmy just
behind. They all pour out onto the run.
way to. the turious loohr-of hundreds
who are lined up to gﬂ on the plane,
For the first. time-since they landed.
in Venerueln, Inclin is visibly upset.-
She Tashes out to the line of passens
gers, streammz ‘in Spamsh and -English
that she is o woman reporter whose
dignity kay been trampled on by the
secret-police, The police, whe are mass ©
- ing behind her in gheader numben than
ever be!ore, don't know qulta how to
- desl with ‘this: “The' pacsengers > don't
know whethei to Accept her as a: lunstic
traveler” whom they don't want with:
them: on the plane; or to-bélieve what
she is saying, which” would be unpleas-
ant. Most of them pretend that nothing-
is hsppemng and go on up the ramp.
‘Branch, nieanwhile, has planted himi-
scif on the stairs that lead to the front
¢cabin of the plane.He is sitting down
and his hands are clenched to the rails
like a Quakér chained to ‘the White
_House fence, Rothehild is sitting on the
steps just below Branch and they areJ

forcements. the swurd. company. The
men in -brown uniforms have circled
them, and they pull the sworda a fevw
inches out of their long S sc&bbards ready .

to hag-stu:k Rothehild ﬂnd “Branch into"

the -sirplane. Behmd them ofiicials and
police seem to be pourmg aut of the
doors ‘and official jeeps are scréeching
up ‘and screechmg off, and Rému!o has
“.even showed ip agaid. ... " . ;
The captain of: the mrp]ane a Vene-

‘ahead & few feet ‘and’one hings -back.* on his face. Vericiueta h;.s‘ehaugh ot *:-devélops -into 8
* motes ifi and notes out, the DISIP

ble developmg tourum and. here, is hig’
plane being héld vp and. his .passen- .-
- gérs’ last memoty of Venezuela will be-
these goons with swords
proddmg Anericans up “the ramp. ‘He
. steps oveér anch and goes- nght down .
to the huddfe of secret police, where the
“edrrent brains of ‘the operation, Rémulo -

“and El Largo are ‘standing: . The cap-

tain proceeés to chew them out, tell

- them-that they are idiots topull's show

hke this, and that he will not take pas-
senpers .on }us ‘alrplane if they are’
I6aded by forcezThe secunty risk, for
' ohe thmg hi4 these people are “that dan- .

El lLargo and Rémulo d\\n t quite
'kKnow how to handle this sudden obsta- "
cle. They get a lot’s-talk-this-one-overs
buddy look on their faces and go into a
huddle with thka captain. They also dee
fer to even higher nuti-ority. a beefy
cop named Camargo, who is we-‘nng n
shoﬂ»sleeva shnrt. Cam’argo arnves ln

Pealio TS
e F el

: that wunds.
the captain vetirns 6 the plage, - - .7

hid blackjacks =

- . ..ghcduragement. He fnstantly calls for

- numbers jn, his pocket and, as o di-

T U PR P 3
e NS TT R e B0 el Ceis e AP b LetT i M ;

the mitdie of the acene, louking like th, -
frust 1 directur of 2 runawny cust, |
There .ce mow durens of DISIE men
in plain elothes, n few réprinentativés ;
from about four different military de-
tachments, frantic jeep drivers, nirline
au.huuhcs, pilots and ground-Crew pees
sonnel, all crowding around to watch
of take part in the action. Camaipo
looks shywand, thinking under proasurs,
and pets his idea. “Why don't you let
me go with these people?” he naks the
pilot. “If 1 take them to Miami, { guar.
antre there won't be any funny stuff
on your. Nana." Hothehilidl thinks this s

a little-ironic. The reporters come down _
b investizate one -plune bumbing and -
rct'u'rn urideér Juard: ‘that thay can‘t
pull one-off themiselves, = - -

The pilot do¢an't think too much of
Camargo’s xdca. “Do vou have a U.S.
visi?* he ssks Camargo, “No./ “Then,
do you know whit they will do to you
whea you get to Miami? Inch WSS .

¢ scrops the plad; nnd

Thé reporters aven't sure of what
ihey have, just done; They ‘have. scored
a theatncal ‘vietbry—just- 156% around
at all these cars and soldiers and dis-
tressed officials-—but they don’t like the
prospect of lunch with Ricardo Morales,
Nobody seems to be runmng to ¢all the
American Embasay or any other ont-’
side help, so the plan is a qualtﬁed
Imlm'e. -

" The three of them head back to the

14

loadifig, :md start wntmﬂ' phone . Aur- ,'
i
)

bers on littlé scraps of paper——-the B
be:ls are of editors in _diiami, fneads,
an ¥
them out to boar

reporters are recéived i in this effort like
Salvahon “Army’ codectors at tha race-
track. Only a few of the passengers ac-
tually take the notes, but just to make
- sure, -the DISIP people are picking
them off at the hngher end of the line.
- Some passengers even g6 out ‘of their
way lo hand over ‘the notes, with an

~goons collecting just as fast as lnclzm,
Branéh- Rothehild can sekawl,. | °
1t is- ridw; .with the plané about to
close its doors that Branch comes up
with another plan send oie, leave two, |
Branch still is hoping he can break the
Morales- logjam and get oit'into friend.
Iy territory, where his contacts arve -
waiting to help him, Incldn speaks the.
. best Spamsh wnd seems the most adept
.at handling Inspectors and buresucrats; |
“They. will stay and "Rothehild is éhosen |
to leave. Branch reminds him, in fromt
.of thé sword hngade that he is &n “exs

the eaptiin and explaifns that he -wants
‘to get on the plane. The captain hesi-
tates, then agrees, and Rothchild runs
for the stairs, As he passes Branch and
Inclin, Branch sticks one page of phone

verswvnry tactie, clumsily sticks anothe
er note in his hand.sthis one in full

gL e
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care frisking hcu:ch‘d tl-v u«md noh
i3 trivmnhantly con‘iguud. They don't
know that it says “Joe Morgan' on it
The name 8f the great Cincinnat sece
end basernan will o aomowherv into the
DISIP files

Hatfway up l‘to nmp. Ro'hchild

senses tnat the pressure has somehow

* been reversed, that mow the DISIP
wants to keep him o0 the ground. Sevs-

erni cops are following him as if they
want to get uhud and stop him at the
door, He: scurries inside the plane and

rushes back to'n seat; they are still fol..
fowing him, He Hes. his seat belk-buckled ™

a'most before his mss hits the-cushion,
and the tWwo'cops réach oot ‘ss if t6 grab

* him, - then change- théir minds and

v

_abruptiy léave the sircraft. But they
quickly return. They tell. Rothdnld ina
very friendly tone that his -friends

- down on the ground. want ‘th: have &
* word with him and that he better un- .
- -~ buckle “and ‘come down.. Rothchﬁd is 0. H
.agitated -he believes theth. He Feta-as: * jac

far as the p!nne entrafce, the top of
the stairs, when he heers Brail
ing, “Get back” He buwls. ovar LY staw«

* ardess on the way to hl:uelt.

‘The cops afe not. through yel'. 'i‘iiey

" return with another ploy: Rothehild has

- not filled out the necessary papers and

he must return to an oflice in the aip.

port. “Aré you.sure this. isa't: s tEick?™®
Rothehild asks. “No, - no t(tqk. Just |
. & procedural matter.” Kothehild tells -
them he-lsn't moving an inch until he

© talks'to thé captain,

QOut his kttle windéw, Rothc!n}d sees’

furthes agntauon on Lhe vuhway. They

. . have brought up -a car and they are.
T tn‘mg 1o force Bnnch and Inclin to

get'into it..Camargo is ﬂa'hng !’us Arms
like a-giant windmill, determined to- et
all thiee reporters together—on or off
the plane. The .reporters are equally

determined, to “split up. Branch and --

Inclan keep telling Camargo that they
will not 'move from the runway until
‘the plane takes off. They want to stay

. in plam view of’ all the pasdengers, *

t fearmg ‘that the goons will grab Koth.
" &hild once thé other two are safely out-
U of view S Brainch snd Inclén’ keep en
", couraging each other and making jokes

dbout how “incredible all the coinmotion

has become. Workmien in orange suits °

Are. cmuched in_the shade, smokmg cig-

‘arettes, “dnd several hundred gawkers ..
. srespread outin a semxcmc!e like Iaus .

in the blescheis. .- :
Cafximrmwtn

p!ease’ No. He goes off into a huddie
and comes back. Will they get in the

h CAT 80 they can get viig of the hot sun?

Neo. Will they get in Lbe -ear if he prom-
ises they ‘éan vutch "the plane. from
.there? No. After’ ohe- huddlé, ‘thewnood

changes and several poons awing little”

brown blackjacks. ‘Branch and- “Inclin

“‘say @ prayer, refuse to move and wave
= o_tent.auoualy at the airplane, “The

goons shove.and menace but then po off
again, Rémulo comes back with his gur
palied, looking, like & crazed assmssin.
Camargo soor. yanks him back to ths
goori huddle, The plhno starts taxiing

view ot the. cops. As the swotd carrirr;

- of the jet engines sets off ‘tremors in

ch yeli- .
. -ealled biack, !

A LI 4 R

‘m thc nnwnr aa& Cam\\rgo nyﬂ. ey cring at L\em. His lips slant in

~*Yom've won, Let's #o." The reporters one mmgmn, and the upper row, of his
huddle and say mot until it's off the front teeth slants in the other, maliing
ground, Camafzo -looxs furious and
barks a eommand to hs walkie-talhie
man. The plane stops immmediately and
sits In the middle of the airstrip. Ca-
marge zo.trols t.‘.:_tg‘":t:, the reporters
conclude. The game, Played by inches
and bluils, goes o3 !or nearly an hout.

file bis tecth. ke inches away from
Rémulo until he u llxnost in lndins

B

Thm houn latzr. Cnnnrg'o summons
the two reporters to his office afler
more consultation with Central Ca- |
‘racas, ;Only one thing bas chlnzad. he
#s#ys gracious'y. .Both their visas have -
been officially reveked; they are ore |
dered to leave at three-thirty, The re-
porters ask w}w, and Camnrxo shmgs.

Without wsmm,, the session is in-
terrupted when one of the younger -
goons -strolls in and hands Camisige &°

Camugo Plays H-rdhau '

Branch and Inclia arg spmd—eaglrd
axainst the back-doer cpenings of the
goon ear, facing each other, when the
jet finally takes off. They have held this
_position for the last fiteen minutes or
3o of the cat-and-mouse.game. The roar

and a box of six basebulls, Tho reportp

anch s gut, and he is flucded with re-
T ers'are axtonuhtd: s

lief, He feels tears welhng up. ..

w7 Rémmo -js -now  wearing ~hiz gua
ticked . insidé - “his “pantsiat the navel,
“His turt!eneck is _soaked _ mth IWQIL

“their” nudging BpEiR, -
| behmd ‘them.. Tha

begms ‘to pound his fist ih the pew -
g!ove. Hé is benmmg. He and- Branch
bewile

g ﬁsﬁ intp the g!evc.
“car, decide: ’that the plme wxll not be’
in the car. Rémﬁlo
sits next to. Branch, #hd- Cam:rg:a taked:
- the front seat. They pze! oft down the
runway with other cars following. -
. “How Jong will it take the plane to
get to Miami?™. Inclén asks Camarge.
"= 8 little move than three: hours, 5a5S

Camargo. lt ‘has te s;op in Mara-
caibo,” - - Commandant. Then he hands Branch a:

Brarch, shxvers and u&s Inrhm ta: - certifivabe-£ro tkp;humatmna%f‘ahco

translate. the. Spanish to um!\e sure he Acadeiy, & training school for “the
heard right. world's policemen. It has closed aftér a -

*1 thought you said xt was a d:rect dose of scandal, Branch wonders if all

Bays. he knows @ Jot abount’ the Umtea
‘States and- walks cvertoa cornep wbem

the floor. He fips through them and
hands Branch a dxp!omg from the U.S.
Army School of Special Warfare It s -
signed by General Joseph W, Stilwell,

sn X. Branch thinks Camsrge must .-

brand-new Jim Paimer baseball g!ova 7

- *Excuse " says Camargo,. wl:o ;i

Camargo i3’ fiow- expanswe, a3 if the 1
mporten wers guesb in his home, He-§ ’

. there’is a stack of framed- diplomas éa " -

ﬁ:ght to M‘axm,” Ind:m says in dls~

Y gommdxrcct hu \.xmm. smam, .
“replies Carhargod, “but itis st.oppmg m
Baracaibo,” - ~

The reporters d:scuss \nt‘i renewed
horror the fact that Mavscaibo is still
in Venezuela; they envision the DISIP

the DISIP goons have been trained by .
“the Agency; e would like to eet theu'
American éontactss - - -

Rothéhild has ianded in Mumﬁ. He'
goes straxght to Ihe Miami | : .
eauses an uproar with kis & :
editors’ there Have been. workied .about”
Inclin since shé missed her check-in -

Y wbo!e st.rmg of”
- “tricks to get Branch aod- Taclén-out of | -
sight, Will they move inito the sifpért, . ~.°

people payinfg“a_ call oa Rothchild, Ca7:_ c{dl ;xx hours ago. The managmg_ edi- .

d1




B

( Disister Marce Tulio Brunicelli tahced -

l'

2 to the p!ma.

top cmh !ho Amentan Em‘b&uy in Cn-‘

racas and 1ifts’it 6ff the ground with
ragé. The embassy promises to investi-
Kkale i-nmah:.el) Rothchild begins to
remn.nder his views on newxpxpor edl-
tors,

‘Camargo comes into the ho)dmx room
wearing the look of a man who has just
nmmphshed something.

“Yobr visas have been officially cone
fiscated,” he announces.,

The reporters lock st him blaakly.

“What's new about that? asks inélan. -

#You have had them all day.”
“Now they ara parmaneatly confis.

- eated,” says Camargo. He shows them

‘& new Venezuelan.seal staniped on each
. ore, Over -ths aeils, 'someons has
. scrawled, “Viso fue revocada.” ’

Before the reportéers have time to ﬁz\- )

_pre oot what this signifies, Camatyo
gim the order to move out. He.says the

* plana is lata, Tho goon squada ma- -
unah.a. Gl tee fo ol (.._:~

ake .in b;x troubla, Eveu it Caraigo
. lets them go, “aWe- uys, -thiey coiild be
topped ten feet outaide the sirpoit-and

" ashed for t)mr papersi They could. bé

- slopped ia prison for the “Fevocada™ on
* theip passports. For the fifst tie they

" are pot on solid legal grnund. Branch -

shakes his hend wearily and tells Inclén
_they bave Jost a.round of hardball, -
Thiey follow a tnumphaut Camargo

Epﬂogue. Man Pay Ehones .
‘On’ October 24, two days after the re-
porte:s left Camcns, Deputy Interior

lwith the press to ciear up lho matter.

* Brunicelli.'said Hilda Thclan had avs
 rived carrymg' documents that-“did mot -
: conform “with national

norts," and

that “she was cordml}y asked to leave

. the gountry becauss it is necessary to

‘ comply with our. laws.” As for Branch

- snd Rothchild, le declared 'that they

3 “expressed sohdaﬂty with their col-
eci

tbo teFrorists and expected nothmg bl;t
opposition from the Agency: “If you

" don’t heip the good people fight Castro,”
R s:ud orne old C.I.A. Cubgn; “then we have
+ o help the bad ories da it There's noth.’
_-Ing left but terroriim.” Branch was

stunned By how rapidly the anti-C.LA.,
pro-terrorist trend had . progressed in

-‘feven the two yeirs since' he had left

. Miami. C.I..-\ foyalists'were now in very
short supply. The last defecbon were
. Cubans whoss secret historiés stretched
back to the Fifties and Sixties, shen
their anti-Communist movement was in

¢ the American mainstream. The C.LA.

trained the Cubans to work by stealth—

i. to lie, smuggle weupons, move illegally ..
_in snd out ot eountncs, mxko bombs‘

H strike wrﬂly against Castro ur-
8. » Some’of themn were sofficial” tere
rorisfs, who would stoically accept fung
jnil sentences rather thanm reveal a
C.LA, secret, Now they were no longer
official.

Rothehild was back home in the Ev.
ergludes. On Monduy he seceived the
first of several phone calls from a man
identifying humwlf as a “consultant to
the government of Venezueln.” He

wanted to give Rothchild soms money

to writé about Rothichild's background,
Vory weird, thought -Rothehild, He bee

gan 8o worry. that'his trip to Caracas’

would follow him.

Press reports from Venezuels quoted .

interior. ministry oﬂicxala in-Venezuela
8% aaymg that -Ricavde’ Morales “did
giot cause the expuls:on of the Ameri-
can Jourrmhsta In -an official state-
ment o October 26 the ministry said
Moralés “does not even work for tho
DISIPY 7 e - .

s o A, few days later D
Yotter figm mmeom'iu Vemueh who
was working on the temnst fetwork,
It came by messenger -and read like
Sherlock Holmes:
thmg-uhalwet 3t §5a 5

. the key to ' hifn §s something $ou.already

know, It seems that something 'he once

told you or knows you know will elick

- with somethmg you would be likely to
hear here; or woulid reveal somsthing
here that. he dida't want out). Think.”

Brtmchqven* to,ses Lugene Propper,

tha assistant VLS, attomey in_ charge .
of the Leteher investigation. Propper.

wanted to know sboit the Veneauela
trip because he was thinking of going
.there himself. The leads pomted there,
he said. He asked questions about the
Cuban terrorists. Branch outlined what

* and was satisfied that he wanted badly

to solve the case,” Branch only worried |
that they were_ both- iway -over thelr‘: ;

heads. His worrles skyrocketed when
Propper asked to see n copy ol Ths
Miami Nesws, which contained articles
abuut Morales and the Veniezuéla trip,

werutitizéd ‘thi News as, if ‘it were a
moon rock. Somethmx gave Branch a

wiul 1ot of

- 4L donlt thmk we get them, ‘ss\d
Propper
ﬁpleaded Propper riade 8 coup!e of une

succusful -phons calls around the Jus-
tice . Departmen! and said he would get

these riewspapers from the Library of .

Gongress as soon as possible, -
., Branch knew what it must be like to
eall the police station in the middla of 2

robbery and find its phone. disconnected:’

He rvecovered and offerdd to de: any-
thmg he could o’ help. even to go back
to Venezuela. :
“f've only pot one magor reservahon

he aaid, “and tkat is the informant
problem. You have to rely on the F.B.1.
.and the C.I.A. to investigate, and the
fact is that most of -the suspects and
likely witnesses are old CJA.A. and
¥.B.L men of some aort."

: into’ the - Agency through the ML.R.P;
- before the Hay of. Pigs, Ask the Agenc

“The Fey to this-

Mam!u. ‘and -

‘ha knew, He took a rcadxng of Propper -

P 3 Propper Knitted hls .eyebrows -and’

"Fha Neics -and..the-
i)

You .

) poainon, thcn?"

Pre ¢ anid it could be handiel, The
B,
tetrorists had threatensd to kill nn

F.BL sgpent, The Burcenu Lad two hun-.

dred agents ofn the cave. It was the
biggest thing i the 2.1 .

*“\What about the Agrncy”' askod
Branch. “Look, § don't think the C LA,
had anything ths do with these murders,
but the terrorists are using their old
C.LA. connvctions in more ways than
one. The Agency is in a bind. 1t has

ereated a monster. The whole world of

secrcts in Miami has turned upsvﬁa
down, Dut I'll ket those old pros over
at the Agency aren’t- uboul. to sacrifice -

their security and aecrecy to help solva

& murder.”

Propper said he was getting cooperao N

tion, remins of stuff in fact, Braach -
asked him to test it, “Ask them for'’
thele file ¢n Luis Posada” he zaid, *f -
know they've got one on him, Ile came

what it-has about Poésada’s involvemént
mth & bootleg musdssination atb.-mpt
against Castro'in 1565.] votwng‘n gy -
nnm«l-l!exminio Disz. Diag was eadght ™~

" and Killed in Cuba. Now, if the Ageney -

doesn’t have enpthing on that, they're -
just giving you a Jot of smoke. (Po-
sadii i3 the Cuban-detéctive from the '

DiSIP now held by the DISIP lor thc ’
- Cubani de Aviacién bombing.) {

Propper ar:rced {On a later visnt,

-Propper would -day- he way gettmv B

Ageéncy cooperation but dechned w give
Bratchany details.} car

On Novembor 4, the- State Depart- -]

ment responded to nramh s request for
# position stalement on the Venezuelan
expulsion, which the U.8. Fmbassy in
Carncns  had been iavestigating. A ~

State Department representative read a : 3

portion of a press briefing as. follows:

‘Q: What did| he (Branch)' nay and

what's the State Department ~omg to

do about it? - -
A: He described ‘the deahmzs he and

two others had with the Venezuelan .

authoﬂhes« at Mmqueha Airport when

" they afrived there last weel. T'm not-.
‘going to discuss details of what he aaid,

That would be for him 16 .do, i he

" wishes, Our Lmbassy has’ expte;sevl ont
‘eoncern over this incident to the appro- X
: pnate Govcmment ol Venezue!a offi-

Acml:. et aag

" R mr-1. ng:tated woma
from the State Department called back.~
#)Mzr. Branch,” she said, “I'm afraid

. there’s been a big mlshke. That brief- 1 .,

ing that was just read to you does .not

constitute the depnrtment’s publ:c posx- .

tion, Itis.a gmdelme i R
. *What is a guidéline?”

—;_ s

“itis a policy draft settmg out what .

the peop]e here are authorized to'say in

response to mqumes. What you have ™

thcre s what we would have said had

- we been asked. But it is not what we

have said publicly. We have no record
of being nsked on the record, although
sorue reporters may have inquired pri-
wately, in which case we would have
responded according to the guideline,™
“30 whal is the State Dopartmenls
A

ople on the ease would arivet °
their own mothers if they had to. The-

I e, u.;f_j

rontiqued,

A
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Tho woman mnt on fo say, in so
many words, that State was holding
steady ot nn expression of coacern.

That afternoon, Branc‘u met with
Propper and the senior F.RI agerit on
the Letalier case. The agent was cone

. vmcmg!y dcur’min«! eo solve the mur-.

" of chopp
" bl

aem Branéb sketched out-what he knew

. again, The sgen “adviseds hima suongly

“not to ‘Fetuen' to Venezuela, observing

that thu D!Sli’ was _peifectly capable
‘ hands

" agent replied ihat bc was ‘°¢ “sare

of the Rureau's o0 physieal zafety.

there, and shat furthermose the F.R.L

dig wob have jurisdiction for such &

trip. He outlined the restrictions ea
the
enses’ that are both domestic and iitere
nationsl,” “grifningl_snd related to the
natienal secutity.. it added p to. £atche
22, but it- did mt destny the agat\x

eonrsdence. - fean
Bnnthrs eonﬁdcnu, bomr “was

"' low,’ “He- wu just offering todo what be |

. b d
" the way gut the’ door ‘Braneh. nmhgggd .

the ,uluhncn. “I: t!ut m Joa?”

F.B.1. and CLA. as they. lppb to.
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