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THE WASHINGTC = OST  Samorday, dpr 1M1 D15

By Jack An s |sinstlon team actually reached
¥ J A d’f”“"‘ ta Havana rooftop within ri!lml
The full, fantastic story ofirange of Castro. But like the
the Bey of Plgs hos been oth*ra this squad alse was
gburlcd for 10 years-deep in thég‘"uam ond tyrtu;ed.
{Central Intelligence Agency's' Refinery -Raid
g;:;;;ls);?.hcndquartcu BCAT now we have learned of
All U'xc- \;ror!d knows m‘“.cm plot to blow up Cuba's
CIA- 8 " u b A .
Sl SR SAs oo e v
beachhead  and w 8 { made, and 8 commando team
and were cul 10, ya¢ given intensive training.

| most productive ol refinery.|:

CIA Plotted to Blast Cuba Rea‘inery

Yet snme of the raiders sur- campus of ‘Miaml University,
vived. One of them, a youngi Through Us doors passed

!vx»\rmz' m%:tn_l_rl_rg;mc_djllm}:‘mmc aof the natlon’s most

“Kreiv, Bax emerged fromisecret eperatives: the dapper

ley !
Under cuver. He has given us|John Roselll, rugged Bill Har

un

lacress.ta his notes, documents|vey, “Rip” Robertson and a
and draft choplers of a bookihuge New JNMexican re--

he {8 writing sbout his raids'membered only as “The Big! -
for the CIA, R indian.® .

“The Cuban experience.” ho|- Ayers got the assignment of!
told us, “has-been a plagie onjtraining 3 tough Cuban cadre-
the natipnal copscience o8 it in the swamps of the Ever.
has been on mine. I think it's!glades and the beaches of the-
e was supposed to!

{ipoison pellets into Castrv's!money
‘1food. The next four nuvmp!s;(:uban exlle

pleces by Dictator Fidel Casd {'gipe L. a N
tro’s militlomen 10 years a;:o’th:,'{ S,‘,,)L 3,,2:,1;”::.: (g\‘ll:;‘ of the story be told.”
today. But the CIA has ton-!‘“_.,, Paward  Roderick, andi .
cealed from the world how ltf.,\,.m'y cnpineer on loan to the; C1A Ansignment
continued to mend assassina-| opy constructed a mockup of
Uon teams and commsadeithe glant. e cven fizured out and demotitions expert, Cap
squaas apainst Castro. . {how rortars couid be pre-ltaln Ayers was training rang
Bit by bit, stories of théseigimed, then placed by com.'trs At Ezlin Air Force Base,

ing out. We have already refired on the run. ito veport to the Ar
vealed, for example, how the] gyt he junked the idea becial Activities Group
CiA used a swashbuckling Ul}'?musc a human error of anjinuton.
derworld figure, John Rosellilineh of two ecould send a; He was put- through physi-
o make six UnﬂUCﬁ‘%@’“‘!mar!ar shell-into an inhabitetjeal, psychiatric and lie detes-
assassinatlon  attempts uponijres. Then the whole plan wasjtor examinations for a week,
Castro, . junked after President Ken-ithen he was hustled over to
The CIA assigned two|pedy's assassination:’ Ithe ClA's Cuban section.
trusted sgents, Billy Harvey| We have also learned that] lie was questioned for three
and “Blg Jim" O'Connel, to!thr CIA scattered., 820 billsjfays by CIA officlals who,!
direct the murder missions. faround like green confetti- toifinally satiafied, provided him!
Oa the first two trfes, Rosel-1finance the clandestine anti-lwith a cover atory, phony
I’s assassing gought to siip Castro operations. Bales of documents and 8 ticket to
were delivered  tolMiami. He adapted the name
! leaders, who Daniel B. Willlams and was
were made by sniper teams'pave no socounting of how-assigned to a CIA froat called
cquipped with highpowered: they spent it - Paragon Alr Service.
Belgian rifles, cxiosives and: Some were stashed by men! The CIA lodged Ayers and
two-way radias. since killed, Other thousands Roderick in a luxurious beach
There were midnight powenlwere buried In former pirate’house In Key Biscayne. The
boat dashes to secrct landing!lairs in the Florida Keys, Stil! two  undereover Army men
spots on the Cuban coast and more thousands were strewn worked out of a CIA front—
machine-gun exchanges in the on the beaches of Cuba where 3 columned building with the
dark of night with Cuban)would-be raiders left their cover name of Zenith Techni-
patrol boats, The last assds boaes, '#3l Enterprises——on the south

high tme that at least part:Keys,
jteach them cnough surf land-
HEH
© i{ming, demolition, boat han-;ﬁ_"ﬁ
A former parntrooper, piot ;dling and simple gurvival fof, *
them to lead commandos hile! .
Cuda to biow up the mull..
miltion-doitar refinery. -

skiil, underwater swim-.

The stary of their night land-:

From the Horse's Moullh — .

We have siready reported that™-
Attorney
chell will resign from the Cab-, =
inet to rua Prestdent Nixon's-,
072 campaixn, operating
first out of s former law of--7
fice. Now insiders teil us the -
President is considering Wil--7
liam Ruckelshaus, now the en-. -
vironment czar, as. Mitchell's .
replacement *. . .
appearance on the David Frost !
Show, Mitchell dented our re-’”
port that Los Angeles Sheriff

Peter Pitchess had been sound.. -
ed out sdbout taking J. Edusy.
Hoover's job. We got the story.
srom a White House alde. -+

Generst John Mif=7

atl-

. During his

& 1978 Bell-MoCiure Syndicate. ine. .

post-invaslon sortles are 1¢ak-imandns in a precise spot and;Fla, when he received orders

i ¢ my's Spe-iings in Cuba and the great il .
in Wash-'refinery Girdie-will be told in.
a future column. !
Cupital Conversation
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»‘ The Washingfton Merry=Go-Hounid

THE WASHINCTON POST 'h}mluy.lpnlﬂ. 1971 B13

Telliale Traces of

",)‘ Juck zlud('r.«m ied in !ormer plrate lalrs in
the Florida keys.
My assoclate Les Whitien .
has just returned from g treas-| Seeret CIA Site.
ure hunt for burfed CIA cash] One who perked up his ears
in the Florida Kevs whera pl-| over the whispers was Hrndley
rates onco. stashed Spanish] Ayers, a former Army caplain,
wold. TENGWas on loan to the CIA In
He found one eache where, 1863-64 to train Cuban assauit
thousands tn molding $20 bills| teams. One tralning site had
had been burled. But someene|been located on Upper Key
had reached the sceret sltellargo on land that the AMon-

hea ¢ him. All Whitten!tve County tax assessor’s of-
ahead 0 . fice Identifled as belonzing to

found were six westhered, the University of Miarn,
jmatted $20 bills htat appac-| o ClA also operated out
ently had been dropped sbout]of :ll front, called Zenith Tech.
{200 yards away. nica . Eaterprises, on the uni-
In an earller column, wo re- :;m‘s\’ south campus. Thus
: e respected unlversity, wit-
ported that the Central Intellkl jny or otherwise, provided
gence Agency had dellvered|the site for an extension
ibales of $20 bills te Cuban|course in Infiltration and dem-
aevulv lcaders to finance clan-{olition. )
jcdostine  operntfons  pgainst] Avers learned enough from
Communist Cuba. Bla former trainees to figure
¢ .JXssassination teams, s=abo-lout where some of the CIA
tage squads and cemmeando|money Juight be hidden. le
units were gent agalnst Costrof told us he discovered a half-
after the abortive Nays of Plgs| buried sultcase full of mold-
invaston. Theso missfons ap-jing, mutilated $20 bills,
parently weré halted after| The sultesse was In a re-
Fresldent Kennedy's assasst-[mote spot that he was confis
cation. But the CIA continued|dent wouldn't be discovered.
tv slip infiftration Jeams into{le took out a dozen bills to
Cuba to gather tntelligence. make sure they weren't coun-
The CIA pald all expenses,jterfeil. Banks redeemed sil
spparently, in cash. Huge|but two badly weathered $20
sumy were turned over tolbillx
en‘e leaders, who gave no a¢-|- Then Ayers’ house was mys-
cSuniing of now they spent it. [tertously broken Into and rec-
There were whispers lhat ords of h's find were taken.
sotie money had disappeared! Fear!ng the CIA or Cuban ex-
into private bank saccountsfiles were watchiy' him, he
;l.’m ether thousands wero bur-'dared not return to the cache,

'Y

CIA Cache Found -

howe\'er. hc told use his;dxmrm’crcd a sheal ouf three
story and showed us the bonk, bills  matted tovether with
records. We also checked outimud and grass, ’
his veraclty carefnlly, 1 ”ml The blils were near mraps
les Whitten to sceompany ol a road map, which Ayere
him back to the keys to re-lsald had been used 8% 3 wrap-
caver the ClA money. We notl-Iper  for the sulteass hills,
fied the Treasury Department,  Treasury records shesw  the
in genersl terms, that all re-ipills were printed  bLetween
covered CIA cash would bejaprif, 1960, and August, 1648,
turned over to the Treasury.  [‘there Is no way to prove this
Trﬂxmre Hunt was part of the money which
e CIA contlinued to provide
Whitten, ‘Ayera and AYE Lapu.Casteo extles, But the sto-
wile flew to an alr slrip on{rjes that led 1o the cache came
Upper Key Larae. Using it 8slin nupy to Avers from Cubnns
a base of operatlons, theyihe pelped train for the CIA.
reconnoltered the dark man-
grove thickets, slugglth cen-t Washinglon Whirl
als, treacherous swamps of seal b
grass and crocodileinfestad | Yolunteer Army—Prealdcnt
creeks where Ayers had uase Nixon s feading the opposi-
trained Cuban commandes. tion to his own propasal fur-a
For two days, they caugged volunteer Army—at (zast for
through the creeks In a abal. Lhe next two yeors, Al o serret
low-draft 18.foot skiff, started | While House legislative con-
occaslonally by the harks of ference, he warned GO eun.
crocodiles. When they were|sretsional leaders:  “Some
convinced no one was folinw.|vates to end the draft masy
ing, they plunged throuzh un- tonk popular temporarity, But
derbrush  so  thick they|in the long vlew, vur recom-
couldn't see four feet ahesd. mendatlong (to extend  the
Finally they came upon the 1raft for twa years) will prove
bramblecloaked site whbre}ln be right.,” White Hause 2ids
Ayers said he had dizcevered | Peter Flanlgan explsined
the- suitcase. The soll at the, xho leaders that A\ shortfall
hiding place had been turnediof 100000 men Is expected”
up and sifted for 10 yards inineal year. ke described the
all directions. The underdrush [administration’s plans o en-
and sea grass were trarapied fmuragt- volunteers by o!!rrm 3 .
as If by many feet ifinancial incentives, Ine 1udm"
The suitcase fuli of cur-lz 260600 bonus to thase who
rency was gone, Disappointad, iwiit re‘enlist for combat duty
they combed the area. Within pup ke warned this ‘*M;uld
a quarter mile, Whitlen 8563 imean cuts In other vital areas
ted o tattered $20 blil. Ayersiy, ¢no pefenue Department.”

fouﬂd two more, then Whitten’ g 'iom1, BenMcCiure Bracients, zc.
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Livd Cuban Oil Raid

THE SUPPRESSED STORY
can now be tuid of how the
Central Intellizence Apency
organized a Cudan exile raid
on Cuha’s key oll refinery in

1563 but aborted it afier the

assassination of  President
Kennedy,

unsiders sav the corporate
oil giants, hoping evontually
to recover their propeety in
Cuba, brourht guiet pressure
te guash any raids upon re.
finerics.  Lyadon  Jolhnson,
who canceled the raid after
sueeceding Liv, monncedy in
the White House, was clgse
10 Texas oil Interests,

We have learned the dra-
matic detalls frem Bradley
Avers, a 36yearold former
Army caplain, who was se.
lected by the CIA to train
Cuban cexiles {for infiltration
and assault missions Includ.
ing the refinery raid in Ma-
tanzas province. :

We have checked out
Avers' story with our own
sources, who confirm he is
correct about names, places
and dates. From a group of
protures, Asers alvo wrs able
to pick out jmmadiarely a
CiA  undercover operative
whko we knew hud been in.
voived in
against Cuba. .

The rugged Ayers, a for-
mer Army raner Instructor,
trained the relinery raiders,
The recruiling for the mis.
sion had alrcady been com.
pieted before he was ss.
ugned’to the project. CIA ofs
firialz took him by motor
taunch throurh swampy hvere
giades canals and across the
open sea 10 sechuded Ploridd
Keyvs to miect the tecruits,

Ayers and the CIA men se.

lected Palo Alta Key, Upper
Key Large and Card Sound
on the cdge of the Ever.
clades as  trainiug  sitesd
“Most of the Cubansg? said
Axers, “were bank clerks,
bushovs, waiterd, musicians,
laberers, men who had fied
to the United Siates. Many
had never fired a weapop,
They were disorganized and
undiscipllned. I got the job
of reorganizing the training
program.” )

¢ e e e e

AYERS ran off simulated
ralds near Cord Sound
sainst a lecal Southern Bell
mivroaave  factlity with a

high security fence. Other’

nights, he shared dlack beans
and rice, drank an:d smoeked
“pot” with his Cuban cadre.
The ragtag recruits grads
uaily-became & fichting team,
tar firsthand experience, he
secretly accompanied twoine

R S RN

the CIA raids

filtration groups on missiong

to Cuba.
“

i

“We went on & commer-
clally  rigoed trawler, a
‘cover” vessel” he sald “We
ran blackout under a quarter
moon, towiing a V.20 launeh, a
high-powered fiherglass sout,

“We exchanced licht siz.
nals  with  the partilans
ashore In Ploar el Rio and
launched two rubber beats,
The team made contact with
the partisans, and we pieked
up A wounded man who'd

Cheen a prisoner of Castro.

SR the Culan partisans
were careless with the lghts,

“After we got the wounded
man inte a rubbep boat, we
were discovered by a Soviet-
type patrel eraft with spot.
lights. We covered our with.
drawal  with  machineguns
from the V.20 buat. Altheurh
wo ook casualties, we finally
£ot back 1o the trawler. Uur
hoats were pretty well shot
up.

“On the way home, we saw
a Cuban fishiny eraft fivine a
distress {ias and found it had
2 toad of refuives. We took
them on board,”

A second certie to cache
supplies fur azents already in
Cuba was_less eventful, Fi
nally, In September, 1953,
Avers was Insiructed by the
ClA o make detsiled traine
Inz plans for the refinery
raid.

He was given specific on
ders not to land on Cuba
himself during the rad, But
hie was too emotionmally in.
volved with the (ubans®
cause to stay oul and wrote
himself into the plans “We
were 'all on a livefor-today,
tomorrow-we-die philosophy,™
he explained.

But on the day of the {inal
rehesrsal, President Kennedy
was killed, pnd the CIA or-
dered Avers to shut down the
operation, 1 was in a sertof
frauma,” sald the swashbue-
xling  instructor. “1 made
trips (o Washinuton to piend
the cause of the freedom
tizhters with the minor offl.
eials 1 knew, But 1 just got.
disappointed and angry.”

Finally In Octeber, 1964,
Ayers resipned from active
duty with a lon statement of
principle 1o his C1A and
Army supestors, YAs a ol
dGier. T had been tauzht |
shouhln't  questien political
or diplomatic ‘actien,” he
wrote, “But as a freethinke
e JAmerlenn eitbaen,

Ceonldn't.  spbordinule  my

duty. My coumtry’ Was no

longer - playving to win, and

v daith in the zeals 1o which
1 dedleated my hfe was
shaken”

€ 1971, Deil-McClure Byndicate. 138, o
7
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INVITEE APPROVAL

DATE  : 6 July 196k

YOUR .
REFERENCE: 232256 (uUsa)

CASE NO. ¢ 306025

To ! Chicf, iLID

" ATTN :

SUBJECT :  AYERU, Dradley E.

L. This is to inform you that clearqrcn is granted tc invite

Subject to Heudguarters for intervievs.

2; This is not a clearance for Subj access to classifled
material or information.

FOR THE DIRECTCR OF SECURITY:

//{/ 0 Z%a{rm

[

GEOu® 1 ¥

Bachud T ontomane |
Wyangrodeg ol

e 11730 : CONF IDENTIAL { mmtes

3-84
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" SECURITY APPROYAL

DATE ¢+ 10 August 19Ch4

REPERENCE: 23826  DDB/WH/SA (USA) , ’ .
CASE NO. : 366085 . o : é%
TO : Director of Peraonnel
ATTN + MMPD .
i
SUBJECT AYERS, Bradley Earl i

1. This is to inform you that Subject has been anpproved for the
appointuwent specified in your request under the provisions of
Headquarters Regulations 10-3 and 20-5 including access to

" classifled informatlon through TOP SECRET as required in the

performance of duties.

2. Unless arrangements are made

within 60 days for entrance on duty

within 120 days, this approval becomes invalid.

3. .As part of the entrance on duty processing:

[:::] A personal interview in the Office of Security must be arranged.

A personal interview 1is not necessary.

[T"7] Please advise Chief, Clearance Branch, extension 5620
when Subject enters on duty.

FOR THE DIBECTOR OF SECURITY:

1878y 173 gprosrs wmeviews

() dddes

Chief, Personnel Security Division

i . 1%}

CONFIDENTIAL
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26 .ciober 19&4

SUBRCTY Uoqualified hesijuation
TOs The K\:Juwwt béaor:u. ibnrougn channels)
ATTde - ALC=BE _

uspartaent of e Aroy
washington, O, C. 20315

vl

. le i, kraclay B. ayers, laptaln, ~afastey, U7L210, hersl, tendas ‘
my uncuallfied resfyastion from the army under the provisions of section

1L, AR 6§35=120, to bo oflfgclive 20 Lecomvor 196k,

7. [ dasire to tenter sy resipnation boTause 1 want to retura o

civilian lifo ond tho pursuit of private enterprise..

3. I uncorstand that this pesignatien, LS s:cccg,&.i‘i, wiil bo ac.epted
under hosorable condivions, amt that I will Lo furnished a Jischarge cor-

tificate &3 dotermined 1n leaiyuarters, Jspartmoent of the arsmy.

L. Present duty statiwn wWashiniion, U, £.3 assignmont UL arny Xlesent
? 3 L

Joint subpert Group (.‘.‘»;}-7?-‘)9}.

-

piicution atruchad,

6. “edical exuminaiion raporis, Stancard forms b6 ead 69, éi.Lng

furnishea ab B later date,

as urb2Ly
’ capsain, infaatry
LoA blmy Jb opt Up (ol 04)

bistribution:
Orig & 1 - Add
1 = o/MMPD
1 - Agency
1l - Suspense
Apy e

{ N

Y iywd o8 :
ABAPY, :emd /2735 ( 260c 6L )

s

5. 1 do dasire appointment in the Unduerd staves Sy hoserve, ape

=
-
o
3
Q
Loy L.
Coxl.
FUN o
<. —
B .
<
L [
N
C.lod
AL

Py
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¥ T a arristor Trt CouRTROLLER
FINAL CLEARANCE RECORD ] anct ouvision [ iaent ivinion
LMPLOYLE STREAL MO, [Nawl J¢ (MPLOYEE (Leel. Feeat-vaddle) ornu‘ov AR5 IGRMENT .
366085 | AYERS, BRADLEY EARL DDP/SAS

Separation -

REASON FOR CLEARANCE D RESIGNATION D TNTENDED LESVE G ornin (Specily): rEn to parentsv

]
o

T VIRTE |CﬂION OR CERTIFICATION OF OFFICIALS

§ C[kT!fV THAT ¢ NAYE REVIESLD TME RCCORDS OF THIS COMPONENT AnD. FXCCAT A8 INDICATLD, THE [MPLOYEE MAMEO 1S CLEARED
TR HAS SATHISFACTORILY DISS~ARCED ™1S§ OBLIGATION TO THIS COMPONENT, °

ROOM NUMBER B BLDG, CLLARLD BY

INSURANCE BRANCH, OF ) 2025 R &:Si I / gt‘c
CENTRAL PROCESSING BRanUm, OF 1D-7O ) Hqs 1 / gfo

L - |34 F1-159 1/ gfe
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