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STAFF ~ 
CONF: CE/BOGYA INFO: CE/BOGB, CEDORECORD, DCCE/BA, LIMITED, MDSX, 
ODPD, RYBAT, FILE, C/CE, CE/BOG, CE/BOGBT, CE/BOGIS, CED/CIC (7/P) 

97 9265318 :_:-A~; ::::_:::::::TOT::~~=:~:lSEP: 97 ::_::::D:RECT~R:522218!:-~::: 
S E C R E T 

3016IOZ DIRECTOR 522218 STAFF 
TO: PRIORITY 

FROM: LIMITED DISSEM CE/BOGYA INFO CE/BOGIS, CE/BOG, CED/CIC, 

DCCE/BA 

SLUGS: W~INTEL RYBAT 

SUBJECT: TRACE RESPONSE NIKOLA Kl\VAJA 

REF: 20520 97 9106046 

TEXT: 

1. ACTION REQUIRED: NONE, FYI ONLY. 

2. PER REF, HQS HAS CONFIRMED THAT NIKOLA ( (KAVA,J.Z:\)) IS THE 
SUBJECT OF 201-0764698. PROVIDED BELOW ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE 
EXTENSIVE NVTAG SOURCE REPORTING CO!'o1PILED ON KAVAJA OVER THE 
[YEARS. Bl\SED ON OUR REVIEW, THERE ARE NO INDICATIONS THAT KJWAJA 
HAS EVER BEEN IN CONTACT WITH TQHF]HROAD. PER PARI'~ 5 REF, BELOW 

I
NFOR!v'!ATION CJIJ'~ BE SH1\RED \'liTH THE RSO AND COM. 

3. FOLLmJING IS DRAWN FROM DIRECTOR 824658 DATED 17 FEB 84: 

A. NIKOLA ( (KAVAJAI) vJAS BORN 3 OCTOBER 1933 IN ISTINIC, 
)YUGOSLAVIA. '"AFTER HIGH SCHOOL HE GRADUATED FROt-1 THE YUGOSLAV 
MILIT.Z\RY 1\CADEMY. BETWEEN 194 7 AND 1952, HE SERVED AS A FIGHTER 
PILOT WITH THE '{UGOSLAV AIR FORCE, HOLDING THE RANK OF FIRST 
LIEUTENANT. TN THE COURSE OF THIS SERVICE HE BECAHE DISENCHANTED 
WITH THE COMMUNIST REGH1E AND WAS COURT-MARTV\LED. HE WAS ACCUSED 
OF BEING A fv1EMBER OF A SECRET l'~TI COti!MUNIST, TERROP.IST 
ORGJIJ'HZATION CO!v'!l'o1ITTED TO OVEP.THROWING THE COM!'o1UNIST EEGIME OF 

*YUGOSLAVIA, ?..NO WAS ALSO CHARGED WITH THE<ASSASSINATION>OF THREE 
BORDER GUARDS (Kl\VA,JA DENIED BEING GUILTY OF THIS CHAP.GE) . HE WAS 
FOUND GUILTY 1'\ND SENTENCED TO EIGHTEEN AND ONE-HALF YEARS OF 

Irv1PP.ISONMENT. 

B. ON 15 AUG 57, KJ'...VAJA ESCAPED FROM PRISON vJITH ANOTH;;P. / /: 
'{\JGOSLAV. THE TWO MEN CROSSED INTO AUSTRIA ON 21 AUGUST 57 l'c.T 
DOLJNA RADONJA. THEY PP.OCEEDED TO SALZBUP.G AND TUP.NED THEMSELVES ~ 
IN TO THE POLICE. AFTEP. SPENDING 21 DAYS IN ,JAIL THEY I-JERE 
GRJ\NTED POLITICAL ASYLUtl!. fK~VA't:T·?:=TIIERE~:CF'-T-ER-vJOP.KEDzS A PAINTEP. . d 
J\ND JOINED A LOCAL ANTI -GO!v'!fv1UNIST CRGAU:::ZATIUN IN AUSTR-I-A":- e-lm~~- ' 
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- ~~,~~.::_~~-~t-(-M~~-~~)-)-Ya~- 13 .JUNE- 59. FIVE DA~S'~·;,·;:;·E-;~FT . -~ ~-------
HIM AND MOVED TO BRITISH COI,UMBIA. HE HAS NEVER OBTAINED A 
DIVORCE FROM HER, THOUGH HE CONSIDERS THAT THEY ARE SEPARATED. HE 
REMAINED IN AUSTRIA UNTIL 15 AUGUST 61 WHEN HE DEPARTED FOR THE \ 

u.s. ·, 

C. KAVAJA \-JORKED IN THE U.S. AS .!':;. PA.RT TIME PAINTER FOR 
VARIOUS EMPLOYERS IN THE PATERSON, NEW JERSEY AREA FOR NE.l':;.RLY 
EIGHT f'.10NTHS. DURING NOVEMBER 1962, KAVAJA LEFT P}:I.TERSON FOR 
CHICAGO, WHERE HE TOOK l\. JOB WITH THE SERBIAN NATIONAL DEFENSE 

1\ 

COUNCIL (SND) . HIS DUTIES INCLUDED SUPPORT FOR THE EMIGRE 
PUBLICATION "SLOBODA," AND ACTING AS CUSTODIAN AND WATCHMAN FOR 
THE BUILDING. HE SAID A WATCHMAN \tJAS NECESSARY BECAUSE THE 
COUNCIL CONSIDERS THE YUGOSLAV CONSULATE IN CHICAGO TO BE A.N 
ENEtv'JY. AS PART OF HIS SALAI<.Y, KAVA,JA WAS PROVIDED FURNISHED 
QUARTEl'(S IN THE BUILDING. KAVAJA REMAINED WITH THE SND UNTIL 
DECEMBER 1963. FOR THE NEXT THREE_.MON.THS_HE SUPPORTED HIMSEI,F BY 

'~'-i>:K·HJG-GBB-cTOBS-P-AI.N:P..ING~ 

D. IN MARCH 1964 @AJ:?' DROVE \tJITH A FRIEND TO CALIFORNIA. 
A-RTER-'fHE.IR ARRIVAL IN THE LQS_A._NGE-I:"Es-;;:R'EA""';' THE'?-\'JERE A.FRSSTEDb 
FOE POSSESS_tOl\f OF .4 . 45 CALIBER AUTOr11ATIC P_;I'STOL \t\f}LlCI-I 1(A~V_"4J~7::.._. I-iAD 
LEFT ON THE BACK SEF.T OF THE;__AUTOMOBILE ._ jnm LOS ANGELES-POL-I'CE 
DETlUNED_l<_i'\VAcn:rFOR-TWENTY DAYS. A LOCl\L BUSINESSMAN WHO 
INTERPRETEcB-A'IJTHE HEARING FOR~' INDICATED TP..AT 1~-C.-L__..__,_V_A_J~~~_r WAS 
"CRAZY AND A LOUDMOUTH," \tJHO WAS INTENT ON KILLING CASTRO. AFTER 
HIS RELEASE FROM ,TAIL HE RETURNED TO CHICAGO, AND THEN TO PATERSON 
TO WORK ON OBTAINING HIS CITIZENSHIP. 

E. IN OC'fOBER 64 HE l~.ETURNED TO CHICl\GO. SOi'-1ETH'lE BEFC5F.E 
THE-SJJ:Fff\1ER OF 1966 ,...,)i.LS I -IVE- IN (IvfAREIEDJ_! .. :U:RLFRIEND GAVE BIPTH TO 
;{DAUGHTER IN PATERSON. IN JUNE 1977, YUGOSLAV CONSULATE GENERAL, 

I cpNSULAR OFFICER TOMISLAV DJORDJEVIC, CONSIDERED TO BE SDB OFFICER 
BP,SED IN NEW YORK, LEARNED FROM THE CHICAGO CONSULATE THAT KAVAJA 
Af'JD HIS GROUP OF RADICALS MAY BECOME ACTIVE, A."JD AS .!':;. RESULT WAS 
Ic·~EPING CLOSE WATCH ON THEM. IN NOVEMBER 1977, NEW YORK CONSULATE 
FfFICIAL PETAR G. ( (BOZINOVIC))' ALSO CONSIDERED TO BE SDB, Wl\S 
F~LLECTING INFORMATION ON J!AVAJA, AND MENTIONED THAT HE HAD BEEN 
~\IDVISED TimT KAVAJA WAS INSTRUCTING EMIGRES ON HO\tJ TO MAKE BOtv'JBS. 
f l ON 4 AUGUST 79, AT A MEETING OF YUGOSLAV OFFICIALS AT THE NEW YORK 

l
b:INSULATE GENERAL, KAVAJA WAS A TOPIC OF DISCUSSION. DJORDLTEVIC, 
' I 11-IIjS SUCCESSOR (AND SDB OFFICE:R) NJEGOSLAV ( (PANTEL I C)) , CONSULAR 
bF\FICER NINO ( (KOPAC)), OSMAN ( (GASI)), AND CONSUL GENERAL VESELIN 
( ljVESKOVIC)) DISCUSSED ACTIVE ANTI -REGH'!E EMIGRES IN THE AREF .. 

Y INDICATED THAT KAVAJA HAD RECENTLY HIJACKED AN AIRPLANE 

1 
[I'SIDE CHICAGO TO NEW YORK CITY, AND THEN TO SHANNON, IRELAND, 

\'IHIERE HE SURRENDERED TO THE IRISH AUTHORITIES. DURING THIS 
II l t?!EIETING, THEY AGREED THAT KAVAJA, WHO WAS AT THE TIME IN !', U.S. 
J.D~PIISON, DESERVED TO BE PUNISHED. DJORDJEVIC DISPLAYED A 
'r i S(E.PBO-CROATIAN REPORT ON Y...AVAJA ENTITLED "WHO ARE THE TERRORISTS -

sdPo - END OF ONE CONSPIRACY." 

~~ \ F. ONE SOURCE WHO TRAVELED TO YUGOSLAVLl\ IN APRIL 1981 
l~EiPORTED HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY THE SDB. HE ltiAS ASKED AMONG OTHER 
·ldiNG~ENT'I-FY-YtJGOSLAV EMLGl:(ES >;JHC) '-l.IS.I:I:.ED_Kl\VA'JA-:rN---D·ki-L 
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IN 1964~1 TOLD ONE SOURCE HE IS UNALTERABLY OPPOSED TO 

-----------COl'lMmJISI'1 \'JHEREVEE IT IS FOUND. HE PROFESSED GREAT ADMIRATION FOE 
AMEEICAN DEl\10CRACY BUT FELT THl'<.T MORE THAN MERE WORDS WERE NEEDED 
IF ?JJ!ERICA WAS TO WIN OUT OVER COMMTJNTSM. \:y~'l'j.Jc.,If:D INDICATED THAT 
HE viAS A VAN OF ACTION. HE ADDED THAT HE HAS DEDICATED HIMSELF TO 
THE ERADICATION OF COMMUNIS~'l ?MD THAT AN OPPORTUNE TIME, HE \'JILL 
ACQUIRE Al\rD CAREY A PISTOL, AS A PATEIOT, NOT AS A CRIMINAL, FOR 
USE AGAINST THE HElill OF l\NY COl'lMUNIST STATE INCLUDING~ 

{)GIRUSECI1KL::lillJ'D CASTRO, EEGARDLESS OF THE CONSEQUENCES TO HIMSELF 
~OR HIS EELATIVES. (};1\V/\JA!INDICATED THAT IN OCTOBEE 1963 HE HAD 

0 TALKED ~) AT~/ ·r)p'· r·· T'" 'II 1 l-7\McB. URG' 'J'I' 'll· 0 ]····,J~'T.ON FOR u '" ... ' \l-~ l:Ji::.1r~ :~.c _,_l':.._, _ _.A ... :L r ~·' _.J.....I JJ.f-.._ ..:; - -~I ./-1 \! ; \t' 'h_; -iJ.l. b .. '-· ·:J .. 
*THE .PUEPOSE OF<ASSASSINATING>HIM. HE WAS DRESSED IN THE BLACK 

CLEE,ICAL GARB OF A PRIEST, A..l\ID HE It/AS ARt'lED WITH A . 4 5 CALIBER 
PISTOL AND 48 ROUNDS OF Al\1MUNITION. HE Sl\ID HE NE.~'~.RLY SUCCEEDED 

/ IN HIS EFFORT IN \\irf:LIJ\MSEUR72J, BUT i'Jl'<.S THWARTED WHEN <::[jj2Q) LEFT THE 
AREA BY HELICOPTER RATHER THAN BY CAR. <FJ;.V]:,J})l HJDIC.ATED THAT THE 

*COl\1MlTNIST PARTY WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE LATE<PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S> 
*<AS SASS INA T I ON > ( T T -Wi'\"tr-r('-vTc-opr J<JTOl~"JTf17>'r 'TFF U!M~-rLJNI cT-D 1\ o T'i 
~si··Jtr.s.IBLf~ FOR T~I~; l~~;~~l~-~;;;[, BL;c:K_)no:;~~IN 

1

'~HE. ~iJ':s;r''C}-' I<j~v;:i~ 
MENTIONED THAT HE AND HIS ASSOCIATES FELT TKAT THE TIME HAD Cot>1E 
WHEN FORCEFUL Al\JD AFFIRMATIVE STEPS MUST BE TAKEN, IF THE vJORLD 
WAS TO AVOID A COMPLETE TAKE OVER BY COMMUNIS~!). 

~ G. %NOTHER SOUF:CE REPORTqrnrJ:\T iU\VJ\,JA .AP?£2\EED TO BE~ 
c:o·M"''•Iq''T "i"Tl"Fl~P 10'N''i'" l=''.["u·~r,1 'c'i'F ."I;'TO'PA('F 'r,c··:lvJPE''''' (-'17 TLTV S'NIT' "·!TO f.lE'' '-..' o ~~~ l~.f-- _,_,.. _ __ ; ~..J . ..:J.~"-:;, = _ ·" ..<.1 - .'-\ .)_ __ /,_, __ ._;:J _ _j .1::'~- -'-' .1\. _)._ c·.r::._..._. l), _ J"'\.._\J .:__j 
}c,PPETI.RED TO El,VE W)RE OF 1\N AGGRE'::;SIVE NATUi'?.E. THE SOURCE__]-

~ ~.,- -------\IlJDIC~d.'-EG~U~ij'l' KJWAJA WOLTCD PROBABLY DO TFIIlJGS OTHER E'.EO.ELE-\:JOUI.f;[J 
I..NI.:J:I' DOJ ON ONE OCCASION \r~-CDNFIDED TO Tim-s'oURCE THAT HE HAD 

BEEN PAID NEARLY USD 3, 000 BY A <£'EEEJ:.AN Q.!:O:Ji.ODD~TO KILL 
THE DEAL INVOLVED HIS KIDNAPPING A FORMER LEAl!ER OF THE 

Hl:J MOVEMENT RESIDENT IN THE \i:Os_hl:J"_.;ELES AEEAJTO AVENGE THE 
:i;) KILLED DURING WOELD WAf<. II BY THE(USJ'ASHD HOlt/EVER, HE DID 
SUCCEED IN THIS<ASSASSINATION>PLAN BECAUSE, WHILE HE WAS 
ING OUT THE t'l.~'~..N' S RESIDENCE, HE WAS APPREHENDED BY THE POLICE 

ARRESTED FOR POSSESSION OF A HANDGUN. 

H. ANOTHER SOURCE REPORTED THAT KAVAJA FREQUENTLY PROMISED 
SOME ?.CT OF VIOLENCE l\GAINST A COMMUNIST PERSON Pu"JD ON 

THIS BASIS COLLECTED MONEY FEOM THE SERBS. HOWEVER, BECAUSE HE 
HAD NOT YET DELIVERED, SERBS IN THE CHICAGO AEEA WERE DISENCKANTED 

~ rl HI: 
OfPORTmJIST, A BULLY, Al\JD AN UNTRUSTWORTHY TYPE OF PERSON WHO \'-lAS 
DRIMARILY INTERESTED IN HIMSELF. WITH REGJ'<.RD TO KAVAJ?.' S CLAIMS 

I OjF BEING AN ANTI- COMMUNIST, THE SOURCE ADDED THAT HE HAD NO 
1\NFORMATION ON HIS POLITICAL SYMPATHIES, EXCEPT TH.AT HE W? . .S 
EiXTEEMELY PREJUDICED AGAINST NON-SERB SLAVS. HE \'JAS REPORTEDLY 

\ NipT LIKED BY FELLOitJ SERBS, BUT FEARED BY THEt•1 BECAUSE HE HAD THE 
REPUTATION OF BEING A FIGHTER l'u'\JD ONE WHO USUALLY PICKS ON MEN 0/HO 
,.z{RE EITHER SMALLER OE OLDER THAN HE. HOWEVEE, THE SOURCE 
[{l'T'·l CJ\TFD Tt-~'-S"RB-c;-V-T-PHEB-K-?VAJ·A-A:"'-A-HEPn----------~ 

,__< . .J_~~""-- -· • '- '- > -.....J ~-'"· ·••"--' ' '· • ... • L__, J-~-'' 

Lt r;;..Cr')Cl')T'I!Cc ~-o c-A 8''-'8c'1 ''1A.''.'l"D 02 STCD ''4 ~'(}FT(cT.:(')·-,>.D - . l~0:_(:_ .. ~l '>l ~.!--.---- ~- _,_L .. L.._, _ . _ ~.1---S-L..J .L ,.,_~L-- ........... LCJ!-'L 
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RE CEcl'-V-ED_1?1 1·(-?£lli~J:::::E:!~:1-{ _________ j FOR INFORfVIATTmJ-mJ-N-I-KCJL.i'. 
KAVAcTA _ THE CARRIED SUBJECT AS A TERRORIST WHO MAY TRY 
TO DISRUPT THE SARA,JEVO OLYMPIC GAMES USING l'<JJSTRIA AS A STAGING 
AREA. THEY PLANNED TO ENTER INFORMATION INTO THEIR C0!'1PUTERS AT 
BORDER CROSSING POINTS TO ENABLE THEM TO PREVENT KAVAJA FROM 
ENTERING YUGOSLAVIA VIA AUSTRIA. 

5. ON 31 c!UL 93, N\TTAG PROVIDED AN ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL 
FOR YUGOSLAVIJI.N TERRORISM IN THE UNITED STATES, vJHICH vJAS SENT TO 
SEVERAL TQHIGHROAD STJI.TIONS. THE ASSESSMENT WAS NOT PART OF THE 
U.S. TERRORIST THREAT WARNING SYSTEM, BUT JUST INTE.NDED TO 
PROVIDED INFORMATION TO ALL RECIPIENTS. IN THIS ASSESSt-1ENT, NVTAG 
EVALUATED THE YUGOSLAVIfu"J DI PLOMr'\TIC AND NON- OFFICIAL PRESENCE IN 
THE UNITED STATES. THE ASSESSMENT MENTIONED KAVAJA AS ONE OF THE 
INDIVIDUALS INVOLVED IN THE BOMBING OF THE YUGOSLAV EMBASSY IN 
vJASHINGTON, D.C. Y---.Z\VAJA WAS ALSO t"lENTIONED TO BE A MEMBER OF 
SOPO. 

6. FILE: 201-0764698. CLBY: 2184825, CLREASON: 1.5 
(C), Xl, DRV FROM: HUf'.1 4-82. 
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