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Given the source of tho above report, we view-
some reserve. In this connection, we. noted the 19 September ·.• 

issue of .L*Unita, which reflected at) ·artic;Le on K:i.ng's private. · 
nudience wff11---vQpc Paul held the preceding day. According to 

.! 

L~ Uni ta, immediately after the aud.ionco, in St. Peter's Squar9, 
King stated that npopo Pn.ut was most clear on the fact tha.t both 
he, personally and the Catholic Church support the cause of civil 
rights". The article also states that in .n press conference held 

·at Fiumicino Airport after the audience King said,. "The Pope will 
shortly mnke a public statement on racial segrega.tionu. We have 
no other informa.tion·at this time. 
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Luther King, nqtcd.Protcstant negro Pastor and "leader" of the 
anti-racist movement in the United St~tcis, met with various 
leaders of the Italian Communist Party (PCI) and of theitalian 

. Socialist Party (PSI). on 18 ·september in· Rome. · In particular, 
King conferred with PC! Senators .Velio ano .and Ugo Bartesaghi, 
with-::e&l: Deputy Lucio Luzzat'i, and wit nator .Paolo Vitto elli 

the Italian Socialist Party of Prol arian Unity (PSIUP 
ng discussed With the abov~-nam~d pbliticians the program of 

demonstrations ~gainst'segregation in the Utiited States, which 
are. to be ·or~anized in Italy during the months immediately ahead. 

Field Comment: 
we noted the 19 Septemb~ 

issue of L'Unita, which reflected· an article on King's private 
·audience with Pope Paul held the preceding day. According to 
L'Unita, immediately .after the audience, in St. Peter's Square, 

·King stated that !tPope Paul was most clear on the fact that both 
he, personally and the Cathol!c Church su.pport the cause of civil 
iights". The articl~ also states that iri a press conference held 
at Fiumicino Airport· after the aud.ience King said., "The .Pope will 

·shortly make a public statement on racial -~-9gregation1'. We have · 
no other iriformation at this time. · · 
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Luther King, noted Prot.estant ·negro Pastor and "leader". of the 
.· ·anti....;racist movement in the· United Stat.es, met with various : 

leaders of the Italian Communist .Party (PCI) and of the Italian 
.Socialist Pa;t-ty (PSI) on 18 September in Rome.· ·In particular; . 

. King conferred with PCl Senators Velio ~Q~no and p-go Bartesa~hi, 
with~ Deputy Lucio Luzzat~T and withA~senator Paolo Vitt elli 

the Italian. Socialist Party of Prole'tarian Unity (P_SIV~ · 
g discussed with the above-named politi-cians the program of 

:demonstrations against· segregation in .the United Stat~s, which 
are to be_organized in -Italy during the months immediately ahead. 

Field Comment: Gi ve:n 'the source of the above report, we view 

.l 

it wlth som~ reserve. In this connection, we·noted the 19. September 
issue o.f L'Unita, which reflected an article on King'·s private 
audi~nce.with Pope Paul held the preceding day .. According to 
L'Unlta, immediately after the audience; in st·~ ·Peter's Square,· 
King stated that."Pop~ Paul was most clear bn the fact that both 
he, personally and the Cathol:i.:c Church support the cause o'f civil 
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rights"-. The article .also states that in a press. con'ference held 
at Fiumicino Airport after the audie1ice King said, "The· Pope will 
shortly make a public statement on racial segregation". We have 
no other. information at tnis t-ime. 
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