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Tha October 22 cdl tlon of Via llqovc, un lt<:~llan weekly magazine< · .. i ::' :':" 

owned by the Itilll an Cornmtinl st Party (PGI) t carried. Cln article ·, :-_;;:·;~:;= 
uttributad to Dr. Martin Luther King" The _mngazinc, wl th a circulation· ~·'•(f 
of 133,730, claims that Dr. King wroto tho artlcie for.lts ex.clusive ·:,~·.:?.!;;:i\: 

. • • . • .. ···; 11 
publication • . :: :• .-.": \· 

,, '• . Tho arti c lo l s en tl tlo d, "."lha t 1·1 o llc9roc s arc Asking of the . ; ' : '.Jj',::;:·~;L ' 
President," arrd opcnr. wilh n full p.1ge shot of Dr. King talking to '· 1 '.~ :~- -

.. President Johrn:..on. 1herc is C\ ·short st:-~b:mcnt, wri ttcn by thtJ 
at the beginning of the article, which rt~;Jcl51 

._;I:'.!_$ ;· 
mr~£Jazino -. .... , : • 

·. . : r~ 

•·: 
' ...... ''-! 

-·· ..... ~,-,;· . ~(·} .. . . ,j. 

:c .. ..:.·.!.:-:7'-:,.,.u·nw raciJl proble-m is one of ihe principal subjects \'.hich : _ , . · · :.",'! 
· · · · divl.c:.lcs the United St::~tcs in this prcsidcnt~·al cnmpC~lgn. This · _': ·1 -~: · ~l 

1, •. ! . ·"t 
· .: · article by Martin Luther King, \'lhich we are publish~ng as an ... 

.::..;...•.,;ih=·.L exclusive, highllghts the moro dramatic aspects of tho subject ' .·;.;· : . .­· .. ~: 
· · · and gives voice. to the dcmilnds wl1ich the colored population .·. . :;:: 

arc placing before the entire niltion. It ls a denunciation of . · ·-.::· ' 
;. unequal rlghts vAlich goes beyond the cc.ntury old racial question,·:.·:.;.:> 

.:.}:~,:-;:;·~.;~-~~Tho ~tatcment, 1You must rC!5pcct my pe!rson1 15 a demand which .. ;->' ~· : . 
... ,. · raise!> the problem of dcrnocrn~y for ovoryonoo 11 ·':~·,:.:,L.~· 

0 ' f I' 

Dr. King 1 ri ;:~rticlc begins with hia description of tho tll!;parlty' · . ··· 
bctwqo_n~~o grcnt;P.~n_ornlc progro!>s vA1ich the United Stntes hils mado .··.· ·: .. 

··• · and tho slciw prograss tow<~rds rucial cquali ty. 1\ major cJuso of this· · 
lag,·;·s·h)s: Dt.' ki.:n'iJ'j £s1 the atti'tud0 of tho ·southorn states towJrds >: -; .. 

., 

: j' 
the Fodaral (Jovernmant. He says th;ft those states are almos·t an ,. .. , 

.. , . .'; ·:: ;r!~: 

:· ;_ 

• 

. . . .. 
' ' 

.-- DOCUMENT AS REFERRED TO 
-- • • - - . I 

.. 
. • .. · ~ 

Clc~r.1~cc 1 POLs WF:ralelgh ' 
. r;lGfli'r~ nv/JI.'.Kollorafn . U11GLA..SSJF tED . 

·: ...... J .. ·-~.·: 

• :a: .• 



13-00000 ... . ... 
.. 'Jt. ..... .. _ . : ,. ••Am:_ ?. _____ 01•' . • 

I 
II: 

'j!: . .. :, 
·F 
1
,;, ; . 

\~:1 . . . 
f(. : 
·:!T: .. 
!''I . 
:It·:_,:.: ..... · . 

I
. . .. 
I". p, .... 
i, ~ 

li: 
:1' 

'·. 

UIJCLt\S!j u: lED 
c1::AssiF·l c ;rfJ(JN 

, . ·~· . 'I .. "' 
ENCl •• NO. . . . . , ' · .; h; {. · 
1-'l E[.ll MSG:. NO • ..J.cr. __ '. . ;.; ·. , l ·. ·, : 

'··· 1 .• 1-'ROI\f_l}SIS Roma . . · ~ ,,.., ..... 
~- ' . . ,: .. 

autonomous region in which the basic laws of the United St01tes are not . . : ·: '. ;, 
. :: . . l 

·::_ -~:· ·, .. ;·· .. ::. 
,.-dd!'no .. ·. ' · · · ~-· ,::; : ·. 

respoctod. 

But l:iome progross is boing modo ovon in tho South, he sayo, 
that. tho freedom mnrchcs and tho non-vio tent demonstrations havo 

. :·. • ; . ···J ; .~ • 
been. ::.::it.'l· 

. ~ ... I I I • l' 
the principal reasons for this success; tho churches and tl11e synagogues • :~.~ i. · 

. can. contribute to this progx:oss by bringing to the attention of tho · ::.:; ';.· .. ~::.;·,>~; 
whole nation the injustice which. dally confront the American Negro • .'" ·> _:U'; .. '.>"! 

. ..... 'r:· · .. ;·r: 
Dr. King says that tho recent riots in soma major cities have · '··y,:;: ·:;. 

undoubtedly hurt the t~egro cause. At the _sama time, howa.ver, the ·.:: ::: .-·i·.~ .. :r:·\;).· 
disturbing upheavals in tho cl tios of tho North· show many l'forthern ,; . , . ..; ·~ ·;t, 1' ··: 

. . " .. '·:;··~,··~·. 
Americans, according to Dr. King, that their prejudices are much more· ...... · • ... :.:·!!;;., 

. deeply rooted than they thougllto .• :> ' .. ·-."{: ~ ,:! 
'~ . . 

Dr. King states that perhaps we <lre alroady emerging from tne ·:;: · }·-~Y: 
11 darkest moment which precedes the dawn ,11 but adds that ''the :road to · .. ·· ; 
progress will not ba simplo or straight." lie further statC>s that tho :f·: < 
Uogro revolution will not be dilUntcd.J that Hogr6es will work hardor to ; . 
overcome the obstacles. Negroo-r. will m<Jke their, influence felt through::. · ·.t:~·. 
ectinomic·boyeotts~ through their participation in Uu~ labor force, and ·;·. · 

'to . ~-through non-violent demonstrations, ho adds. 
: •• f 

. .. ~ . 
• 41 .·• ~. 

: ,. . . '. 

Tha last paragraph of the article is out of context. In fact, 
there seems to· be some misprint, whether deliberate o.r lnadlvertent, on.· 
the part of the magazine. According to Vie Huove, Dr .. King says! , . . . .... ;· ..... . 

11 Ncgroes will chooso vio lance for conducting tholr struggies in 
the future. nut their methods vii 11 underline the genaral success of· 
poacoful method.s for obtain~ng those social chang~s \'lhich produce 
tangible improvcrnents." 

---. 
Qpr.lmcnt& The Department. or USIA mny want to infonn 'or. King of tho 

publication of this article and point out to him th_ilt Vic Ut1ovo is owned 
by the PGI and regularly U!Jcd as a vehicle for anti-American propaganda. 
If the decision is made to bring the. orticle to Dr .. King• s attention, 
tho Embassy would approcinte knowing his. reaction, particularly &inca 
there is a good chanco that tho nrticlo was obtained by Yie tJuovq under 
false pretenses, or simply liftod out of anothot' HNM publication and 

. :~. :,...;.;.~·:~ 
. :·, .. : .. 
i : ... ':• ........ .. · .... . . . ..... ' .. 
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Le decisi~ni di lio;;~a.. per l'importanzo del· e chc l"a.[atino della cri;;i dd centro-;;ini~tr:l e 

1\wvenimeolo. per il pesu che e:!so c chiaruato ad ·. del naufragio tlt.-llc ,;uc pr(Hpclt.i\·e politiche im· 
avere neUe:; pto:>pctti,·e della .,.i~a so,·ictica e c.ld pediscc ·a <.·erti democratici. e a taluni ,;oci;1liHi di 
movimcoto opera.io intcrnazionalc. non potev:mo g;uardarc d di U dci voti delle pro;;~ime elczioni 
non suscitare · interrogath·i. .non di\·entare argo· municipali. andu: quando iii tratta della pro~pct• 
meuto di ri!lc.,;,;ione e di tlibattito hen oltre le th·a mondialc. Con il ·ri;ml'tato. creuiamo. di non 

. fronticrc deU'Uuione Sodetic:a. La procedura di \·eder chia.ro ne quello ¢he puo • aceadcre nel 
·quelle decisiOili e .il modo contraduirtorio. talc mondo, ne quello chc :lC_cnclr:J ncl municipio. 
da lq.sciare an~ora ~"a.ste·.zonc 4'onlbra. col qualc A noi spet•a · -
i!Ont• St<!.tC <'Omunic::tt 0 •lctcrminato i. !ione. Ullll . 

3C~-...._---·~y..-"".41!11!".-'7'-.... -~~------.. :::;......--....Jm..,.-.~>J;;J;~ .u.j~.,..z.....;....--:4..- .. 
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JOil·IT· ,EMBASSY/US IS MESSAGe 
. Q£-·1 ~ 7~0 .. 

. • • l ' . .:?t~~.i ;._ 
The October 22 edition of Vie Nuove, an Italian weekly magaz~ne ~(;J·.,:r;. r-o. 

owned by the Italian Communist Party (PCI), carried an article · : · :·' ;.);::;-
I/S.. , .. : attributed to Dr. Martin Luther King. The magazine, wl th a circulation·· . 

I of 133,730, claims that· Dr. King. wrote the article for its exclu siva ·::'·'~;_;': .. IR .. 
IRS. bli ti .... 'f'' _ pu ca · on • .. : , . , _i: -:.. 

IOP/G · r:: .. - · ;_,:'\\:.~.; ..J.l:!~~Jr·:::. •-- -· 
i~/D.I·:.:. :'~~-~-. ,..i .. Tho article is entitled, "What \'le Negroas are ·Asking of the · · ·.:;:_.'·!;,:;~::~} __ 

~-.. :.. ' ·. President," and opens with a full page shot of Dr. King t_alklng to : ~- ·:.~~<t?,·;;::j; - · 
... , · President Johnson. There is a short statement, written by the magazine·.:,,·:.:\'!,;,'.;: 

STATE 
: at the beginning of the article, which roads& . __ : ·;· ~/;:;,:.·)+:::;;· 

. · . . "i:.-::_:):f );;: :'li' 
CIA)d::.~·j: ,;~::;:::t.~f2?·~~ 11 The .racial problem is one of the principal subjects vklich · ·. ··<·~·:',::..: ... 'f 
·,:>:\>:. · .; • .. · ... ,~_-;~·divides the United States in this president~al campaign. This·.<"~_.~-'/~:'~: :i 

.·. :.' .· 

;>·. 
. . . ·. ~ . 

-~~!~\&!WHt· 
.. , .. :, 

·, .: '·.· 

·· ; : :-:! · ·.article by Martin Luther King, which we are publishing as an ;. ··'· ........ . 
l_.:1:;.c_;,~~~;;Liexcluslve, highlights the more. dramatic aspects of the subject ·' '·.:i_.f:' .. ~.:;:,.;i 
·· - · · · ··· and gives voice to the demilnds whfch the colored population · :- .. ~:. ,,'L 

are placing before the entire niltiono It is a denunciation of ··: ·-~!' ';/·; 

. , . ·.. unequal rights which goes beyond the century .old racial .question• '-.·.·::_.,:·:.:}:£:,.:.:: 
. ~·~·~:~--~;;:~The statement, 'You must respect my person• is a demand which 
-.... ·.· · raises· the problem of democracy for everyone." ·. J: .. ~_.~::d .. ·:i:\h 

· . . : · · .' : ." ·· ; r. o ~ :. ; ··. ~i 
Dr. King's article begins with his description of the disparity'·· .. :>:t~;· 

,!:' ;_. ,·: •. ·:-· 

betwqe.~·: ~e great ;e~npmio prog:ress which the United Stutes has made . ···. ·· 
·''' · and .~D~ slow _progress_ townrds racial equali ty• .A major caune 'of this· ·: '. ~::;.{;:i­
.· lag,- ~s·h~s~ D~.· Kfn~·; ~ the attitude of tho 'southern states towards :, : =;, · 

. ' · .. .. _ .. ·:~~!i.J:~: 
th~ Federal Qoverl1l'l)en"7• He says thflt ~ese ~tates are almost an .. ':,-,: ~:~~\;. 

--- _ . . . am: ISCt ~ - o:a mrr ~s~ . '-'{!}'~.· 
_ea POL& W~raleigh · 

av/JMKellora:fn UNGLASSIF l:ED . 
·., 

. 
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autonomous region in which thei basic laws of the United Stat"es are not· .. ! •. ~ .· 
:' .: • ..• - '. 'Q 

. resp~::d:om: progro •• 1a baing mado avon iri tho South, ho • a yo, adding · .: ..• iJ·~:.fi 

. that the h·eedom marches and the non-violent demonstr~t~ons havo been ~···: ··:·:::~;~;~:rRJ::: 
the principal reasons for _this success; the churches and the synagogues:.·:~:-::.~{::.~·+>··.· 

.. can contribute· to this progress by b.dngirig· tO the attention of the . :· _::~;;;.:~;·;:w::/l::~;: 
. • . . .• .· .... •. -J-' .. , ··: f I : 

· · whole nation the injustice which.daily confront the American Negro •.. ::· : . .':.::~.:-f.:.":>;': 
.. . . ·: • . .. ~ ~- ;·: :·· ·:;·=··· ~}-::.\~,~-_;.:·.~-~n~ , : 

_ .. ,.·, ... ·.· . . . Dr. King says that the recent ·riots in ·some major cities· have· ~~;:.~ ·; '::·::;:~;~::.::~;; .. : : 
uridoubtadiy · hurl the NegiO causa. At the same· time, however,· the · ·,: . .'/~.:;~ :-1·-~. ?.t~.':~j{:~ .. : 
disturbing upheavals in the cities of the North:'·show many· Northern .. ·.f:};:_~tT~~i"I.J'\~;~;·~ 

.·,.·!_..:.·.;... 

' Americans, according· to Dr. King, that their prejudices. are much more <:-.'·.~- .:··~.~ ;jhl 
· . , •" . ' '·. • ": . ~·I -t. I 

· · deeply rooted than they thoughto · ':·:\~:: :,. :·;:: 

. ; . fi ·: ::. ~;:·c- ~~·~ .': 
... .. . Dr. King states that perhaps we are already emerging from the.· · · ·i.· ·{'·;•.) 

· "darkest moment which precedes the. dawn," but a ads that nthe road to . ·>·<.:, ·:. <:f'' .. 
progress w~l~ not be simpla or straight." He furth~r st~tcs that tho . ·. :. :. :·/~. ,~;; i---­

Negro ravolutio'n will not·be daunted; that Hegr6es will work harder. to .. ' - · .. \ ,:··.' ?: 
overCome the obstacles. ~egroos will mnke their .. influence felt through;:.·. ·~. ·.)~.~-,~ .· <----

. ': · ecOnomic boycotts, through.their participation in· thq labor force;. and·:· .. ·' ··(;'':' 

thmugh non-violent demonstrations, he adds. . .· .:-'>,: ;,':,.-::., 
• :r. .. ~ • ~ ...... ' . 

. ,, : :·. ·- ~· . 

The last paragraph of the article is out of conte:x:t. In fact, .'. · .. ;y.·:~ ·. 
there seems. to be soma misprint, whether deliberate o.:r inadvertent, on: · :··: · :.·. ;. , 
the part of the magazine. According to Y:ie Nuove, Dr. King says a · ; _.,: :~>·_'· ~- )~;;f:.: 

·• .. :. It• •.• ' ,. ;~ ', ·. 

,·:i_;:r,:·:. . "Negroes will choose violence for conducting thai~ stxuggies in :·1 
the future~ But thei :r methods wi 11 underline tho general success of ~ 

peacoful methods for obtaining those social chang~Js which produce · 
tangible improvements." . ·. ·}{<y;; 

.·<_·,~:v· ;·:; 

Comment& The Department. or USIA may want to inform Dr. King of tho 
publication of this .nrticlo and point out to him th.at Vic Uuovo is owned 
by the PCI and regularly used as a vehicle for anti-American propaganda. 
1f the decision is made to bring the. article to Dr. King• s attention, 
the Embassy would .appreciate knowing his. reaction, particularly since. 
there is a good chance that the article was obtained by yie Nuovq unde.r 

false prOteose s, or simp 1 y .H fte d .out of .a no the:r RK~: pubHcatio~- and. _j :·:' 
.. .· 

UNC U1SS TF IED. 

·. 
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