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JOHN HOWARD I.AWSON · 
948 ELYRIA DRIVE 

' t.OS ANG!!:I.E!:l ~ CAI.JF, DOOGS 

·March 12, . 1967 · 
." I 

Dear · Ge:rtr_u.d e :· .· . 
. . 

! 

I.> 
I. 

~':· : 

.. . .. · .: · . . · It · s<iiems that·. \'fe ·allow much . too muc h ·. 
time to r·,ass be-tween l etters · .. . Dy the time · I ' get around !. 
to writing you apci St_e:fan, ·· i.i "find I have forgotten 1-: 
many of the. t.hin"gs r · -wanted. to say 1 and. regret 'J:;hat I 1 
ha~e .not. mad e notes of them fr.om ·one 'moment to · ~nether. , 

. · We Sl)ent ·a day "down at· .laguna Hills W iti:l ! 
Herb and Ann iY c•t•aiS ;· .. and bf course we . ta lk~d of you' and I 

. . I 
they ·s e nt their C<?l."d ial· greetings: . I". 

• . t ·. 
I • : · • I Vlant especially to . inention a book \" 
: · ab.o.u.t-:-.w.hiclLllu .. J:u::v:~ha.d:-sor:i.e.__c.o.ry_esih"ti<le.nce_. with the .. 1 •·•• -

rt-~.-...·---:---author, . Ethel nel~to lini :·.- · She ' is sei"iding you a copy, · . ! 
; · · and 1 trust "you VJi l.l g ive it:· (as -I am St!re you will) l - · .. 

..• 

.. 
I 

I 

i 
I ' 
I ' 

i NW#:4583B 

yom: gel"!e rous a t tention: The· bool<: . A.1'ID MY ·HEART 'WAS 1 
. AT HOME, a fiC tionialized,·. semii- ¢ocumeritary- account of I 

the - lUes of people \7ho faced · 'tl:\e bit-ter s .t:o:uggle · ·. 
a ga inst deportatioi-1 :· ·Thes'e _st~r ies ·of the fo~eign-born , 1 

and of the remarlmb le uor.l< ·~f . ti:le Committ.~e · for · their ! . 
defense, hn.vt) a wa::cmth and · hones.t y which stems "from 1 · 

the feelin <:; '~hich .went in'l:o the bool.t; · :1 • • ~ ' ' • \: ' .,. t I 

·~·T he bool' has :re.ceived a remarkable , ... 
:r esponse frqm worltincr people-- not onl y t hos e who . ·. 
were r _e late'd ' to this e;::perience, but . in ll:enera~ people . 

1 
• ••• • 

who do . not t2.1te much interest . i .n ·."literature" have foun9 j, .. ·· · 
somoth ine; thnt t ouches and moves them-- and:·~· I imag ine . : r .. 
this ,~oulci be true of _th . .i.s sor·t of p ~ople ·;.n othe r ·- ·~~- , ·. 
countrie s . . She ·has SOD!e re,,larlm.ble .letters of the sort) · · 

. . . . . : . . . . : ... . . . . .. ~ . 
Sue and I are well, ·and both of us are L: 

_· worki ng .. ha~ct. ·. I rece ived · an .-invitation from the film t1~11 
• · 

·' a s socintion rh i n ·Mosco\•: ·to co'me. to the cinema celebr·a - .; 1·· 
· tion o:f t'ho fiftjet h ·. anniverJiary ,'. but it is not at all · '": 
· possibl~ ,_f.or us. t~.go ibroad.\~?W or in the foresceahle 1· 

1:uture. . · _. . , . 't. . . .. . 

· . · ·. · As I . have noted in previous· l e tters·, . j-· 
1. a.Ii! concentrat inr, (along with ~any i ncide,ntal and time;.. · 

. consum:in~ yask:;) on my aut?biography·. I fit"~;ishecl .one . ': i :· . 
vol~tme :running o.nly thr·ou:;h the t\venti'es, anc;! :received · I. · 
some, f latteri)l:J commen~·s, b.ut I . dec ided that -the first . i 
volume ~~to go throt1gh the · thirties 'in ?:r:der to j .. 

~ . f~.ce t.l'H~. social-politica·l issues . . because the account of 1 · 
t?e c~ ltu·:al rnean irig ·Of . w~at is c~ll."ed.. "Commi tme r:t" . ·i:nCt. 1·;. ·. ~: 

now J.t arfects the arts · J.s the co1.·e of . the boolt. . , . 
ma ttel'S ,· i n my opinfon ~ on whic,h ther e :j.s vronder:ful j . · 
conf-usion. · . . · : I · 

I wish only that· we could sit down with you 1 
and Stefan and rea lly talk abo(lt these thin~s . It is 1 
n-i~e .to imag-ine, a nd sad that it cannot be r~aJ.ized. 1 

Sue joins in love to you both, ~...:s-J.'- !.. , 

Docid:32339014 
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