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1. EAST OERMAN PARTY REPORTS ON REACTIONS TO DENTH OF U8 PRESIDENT
Reports of 23 November sent by radlotelephons from Bast

Oeomman Soeialist Unity Party (SED) head- - ({2/87/00%/8284-63 )
@uarbers in thyoe of the Pourteen adnin- |
iobrative distriets in Eoet Cermany have noted indtisl yenstions
in Best Germany %o the 82 Novembey assassination of President |
Eennedy. Extracts Crom these reports follows

Ear) Mar Stads, 0385 BST,23 Novembey

| “Rmh information report.

"pp; Assacsination of US President Kennedy.

"pogording to a weport from Kreis [eounty)
headquarters Brand-BErbissdorf, streamers of blaek
grepe wore displayed this evening in the Krols
ity in connasction with the aseassination of the
President of the United States.

“This is coneentrated im particular on two
thoroughfares

“Srepe was likewize ¢isplayed in the show window
of the GSF [i.e., Sosiety for Sport and Technology)
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on the show windows &t the reiiroad station, om
the boerd on Bahnhofstrasse, on & wooden door at
the railread station, in the walting rowm of the
Reishsbahn, end in the walting room of the VED
[Pecples-owmed Enberprise] Kraftverkehwr.

“In addition to this, worker Morkel from
Brand-Erbissdorf flew ¢he DDR [i.e., German Demo-
eratic Rapublic] flag with red, white, and bilue
bunting this morning. Respensible cemrades held
diseusnien with him, , |

[ - "In ¥arl Marx Stadt opposite the VEB Weberei-
Ausruestung was smeaved in white oil paint: ‘Bast
Cormany mourn®d for lonnedy.! A aimilar slegan wmse
placed opposite the Counell of Eeies Karl Marx Stadt
Rural.
"collicague Naumann of the PGH [i.e., Preducers Coep-

erative for Handicraft] Friseure, Cesietzky Strasse,

deglared: 'The wed did i%; thore fmm bo a world
war for Bure.t" |
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Suhl, 0600 [ST,23 November |
Generally the worlers in the {Suhl) Besizic

{dietrict) wore of the opinion thet Prosident

Kennedy was murdored because he was & Supporter

of peace; bocavse he was one of the Lirst ¢o Bign
the Hoscow (test-ban) %5@&%y5 and begceuse he tosk
steps againot recial disoriminaticn in the United
Sta%es. Many workers had arsdved al the conglusion
that the aseassination was carried out by racial
fenaties., Among older reaidents of the Beziwl,
the murder of Kennedy was comparsd te the assassi-
natien of Axghduke Perdinand in Sarejove, Thexe

| were algo those who were iworried about the new
Prenident, Johnsen, and how he will act toward the
guestion of zolamilon of tensions, peage, and
racial diserimination,

In the last fow hours, effects of the class
antagoniats? activity have already becoms evident,
There hag besen further discussion to the effect
that the murder was comitted by Commmisto. In

#Phis report is available in sumary form only.
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Louseha, Kreis Neuhaus am Rennweg, several resi-
dents stated that the ass288in Spent many ysays
in the USSR, stayed next in Cuba, and them wes
sent to the U8 with the missicn ¢o kill Kemnedy.
learned in discussion at ¢he pilaces eon-
 cexned that these and similap argwmen
Western broadeasts, and sueh argeme
selves evidenee that these people 1istened to
Western stations, |
Wolgast, Kreis, 23 Novembes
“gollgague Uirich Helts, likewisce from the
 ghipyard, technical combrol, said: 'Pop me 18°'S
incomprehensible that something like this can happen
in a gountyy. It's my opinion that this ean only
be by forees which twere against Kemmedy's govermmental
roform.’ Hermenn Rieek, a welder at the Peene
Shipyard and member of the ODU [Chrdstisn Dsmooratie
Union}. |
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pointed out: IIt's sorrowful thet such things
a8 the assassination of the Prosident cosur in
the so-calied eountry with the unlimited possi-
balitiesn, " |

"rhe assassination vas discussed »ight at ths
start of work-day with ths collecogues and comrades
from the trade organizetions of the Krels Wolgast
enterprises, and 1% was generally staZed that it'e
shocking ¢thet in tho USA the President wes aseassi-
nated and a statesman 18 pushed aside in outh a -
way. Colleague Regina Dahike fxrom the trade
oPzanization Petolrber Wolgast espocially exrpros-
ged her extreme indignaticn over sush & thing.
Compade Bruno Wetzel frem the Department of Labor
of the Veb Holzbau Wolgast 1o of the opinion thed
Kennsdy had boceme troubleseme for some poopile be-

Py

gause e had to advecalte even noye the policy ef
peaceful ecexistence, due %o pubile pressure, and
on the basis of the poace offensive of the Sovied
Unien. And ¢his 4idn't agree with sae pesple.
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That Kennedy ook such 2 stand did not suit soms
Flght-wing military circles in the USA, eopecially
with regard te ¢the Cuba @,ma‘@mm Now, it is %0
be feared that, with Johnson taking over as Pree~
| ident of tho Unitod States, the world at large hes

. to suffer, in that new éw&a@t@ have ¢to be made
again so that the poelicy of poaceful coexistense
eéen conbimue.®






