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SUBJECT: EiAMROCK

‘3 g 1. Please refer. to your informal note, dated
3 27 March 1967, captloned as .above; in which you propose
to dlssemlnate to the Department of Justice a Depart=-
) ment of State a memorandum.containing ertain MROCK S
- - information concernlng thec%ssa331natlon of Pr&siden
JDkW} F. Kenneay.s S aff”wﬂwe~*ﬁ“ﬁ~-dﬂuu»—vru~ﬁ4~#mam-\w
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v ‘%““dﬁm”gés you are aware,. at'a meeting on 18 January
1967 betwRen representativgs:of your Bureay,and this
Agency to dlscussfghe handlwng -of "SHAMROCKf*Tt was agreed
that for the time belng there would be no dlssemrnatlon
to other agencies of information. from this source with-
2y ‘ out prior agreement between your Bureau and this Agency,
. % and that there will -be no notlflcatlon f. other agencies
about the existence of this new sourcef#dt the present,
time. We gather that you,gre now prepared to make some
dissemination of QHAMROC dformatlon to other departments
ositive 1nterllge35é'reportlng could be dissen
ime.” "However, before 'either your réau
or this Agency make any dissemination OL[EhAMROQ;?ﬁnfOI-
mation, we believe that’ we should. reach agreement on the
.lelSlon of responsibilif ty: “between odr officeés™for disg-
semindtion-ofthe- various’ categorles of 1nformatlon,”o§
Lne app oprlate source cescrlptlons to ‘be used 1n such

SHEENG

S (T

(787
‘\. -
Ly 2?—{)

Q{E}gg ; cpax p0551bly the WnltewHouse on. the‘

v nature(ofA the” sourc (9;2 DGO - x/ycﬁ/a \f

$; f&?N § < ¢ ; “rﬁnm» TR,

“\% $ ¢ P, 3. 'pec1flcally, we' would 2B R @l 7wm®uf Bureau

) 0L }., be responsible for the. alssemlnaﬂgﬁﬁuﬂél E@ 1nrormatlon
> % & pertaining to the . internal : securlty of "the United States,

P whileiwe “would handie: the dlssemlnaefen—eé—rnformaLlon
Sy peftalulng to LﬂlS Agency S counterlntelllgence respon—
<sibiliti&s "abroad;’ aﬁd“toccne Aoency S own, securltv re=
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s 4. As far as source descrlptlons are concerned, we
believe that it is 1mportaﬁt “that the source description
used by both your Bureauand-the Aggncy clearly state
that the reliability of. the! sourc” himself (rather than
simply thgt of his 1nformat10g§;has not yet been estab-
lished. or example, one .of’ithe. follow1ng descrlptlons
might be approprlatemy -

5,

L

e a. A confldentlalhlnformant contact with . ™,
/ whom has_been 1nsuff101ent to establlsh his relia- - /

S

- "A[;ov1et source. whose rellablllty has
not been establlsned"_n.)--

o ESOVlet offlcz.ag who .1s aware tnat his
information: is belng passed to the U.S. Government. :}ﬁp

5. {gecause much, of the oos1t1ve intelligence infor-
mation from [SHAMROCKPWhich.we would prppose to disseminate
at this time deals with Unlted Nationsffflatters, and much , i
'of it will inevitably railse questlons from consumers, we. b
belleve that Jwe will ultimately find it necessary_to dls— L B
ence and nature Sf “the sou h a- N
: na&ecretary of 'State” ‘Rusic Y While we do
é necess1ty for this at 'the present time, we - - :
do wish to call your attepfion: to the fact that extensiye K !
dissemination of {SHAMROCKPInformation on {United Nationsﬁg
matters will very'likely'requ%te_that this be doneiagi) R

o, ~"67 Even subject to agreement on the points raised R

fasove, however, we still have serious reservations about

the dissemination of the information contained in your ’ i
i

12

memorandum. This report deals with a subject which owing.
to exceptional circumstances makes objective evaluation
of the information set forth extremelj difficult. Essen-

tially, the report.contzfns two basic elements: the o ;
information about®Rth ‘KGB commission established to in- 45w"‘ P
vestigate the clngumstagggs“qﬁgPres1dentmgennedy S_ death ug’”’ |
and informgtion on Lee Harvey- Oswald's relatlonshlp with

the KGB. %¥As far as we know, there has been no prev1ous

- reporting on the existence of such a -commisgjon. It is
important to note, however, ‘ha he allegeé?concluSLOns )
f this commissionf-that PFesident Kennedy Wwas killed by kS 037

a conspiracy of right wing monopoll ts~=have long com-
prised the standard Soviet.line on this subject To cite ;
but two examples, KHRUSHCHEV took this tack in an inter- : ;
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(see attached column from the Washington Post of 26 June
1964); a complere sLatement of the Soviet ré;gfpn Ken-

nedy's death is to be found in’ a bogk calle, twhere do [45@5(;
-Lhe Aracks Lead?2" [Kuda ‘vedut sledy] by PA=rTORYSH and
B,

RGEYEV.,. which was submitted for publlcarlon on 2 Sep-
ember '1964. This ‘book. sperls out the theory of =a rlght
wing conspiracy in great detail.. It is interesting in
this connecLlon that ‘the srrnane of one of the two authors,
SERGEYEV, 1is ident ical: with ‘the alias used by SITNIKOV.
in his contacts with bot Plerre Salinger and Donald
" Brennan. In any event, .slde from the existence of a
KGB commission to consjger the problam, none of the find-
ings of the commissio ast repor;e%ﬁy [S_—HAMROCIQ are

either new or srgnlrlcanr.-x: : CS)

7.1E§urther in- thlS regard we note tna; the iden-
tification of ‘SITRIKOV as- belng chief of a sector, Infor-
mation Section, Internationdl Department, Central Committee

at the time tha ITVIKquwas 'studying the_ assassination. .7

of the CPSU is m%leading in.’that ,faccording to EHAMROCKJ@SC [
Wl

of. President Kennedy he ‘was- st&ll Deputy Chief..of.the~Tn=-
rpormation Serv1ce, _First Cnlef DlreCtoraee, KGCB.. See
Cﬁanscrlot of Meetlng 317 -page 12, in which SHAMROC§§3)
dates SITNIKOV's transfer “to the CC in 1965, when SK BIN
retired and VIDYASOV became ‘chie f the Inf@rmatron '
Serv1ce ) rurtner*nore, EHAMROCK ascrlbed to%_KULEbYAKI\T U

the chief respon81b111ty for welghlng ‘the ‘evidence that
had been gathered by KGB sources on the Presidept's

death. féee transcript of'Meeting #4, page 18. )We sug-
gest, therefore, that the report be made consistent by
“either including KULEBYAKIN's name or deleting SITNIKOV's;
or at least the SITNIKOV be.clearly 1aenulf1ed as still
within the KGB at the tlmeg %&)

8. In connectlon w1th tne Soviet assessment of
President Kengedy containegyon page 2 of your memorandum, :
we also notegthat EHAMROC' 'ontlnued hisgdiscussion of EJ

this topic by provr%i?g ‘the'current Soviet assessment of
(

President Johnson. &aa&ﬁanscrlpt of Meeting #4, page 20. ;Rgp
While it is true that this assessment of President John-

son was in answer to a dlrecL QHESLlOn by one of the in- 38
t_eI'Vlerng‘ ofrlcersaand thau the source's information on L]
this is not directly relevan+ to: the assa551narlon of
President Kepnedy, we. nonerheless believe that the juxta—
position of(?HAMROCK 8 remarxs_on +he two Presidents is
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‘significant and would be of some value to consumers in _
evaluating the report. becauae of the similarity of these f?ﬁzb
remarks to those made byfothe oviet officials around //
- the world in pursuance orf whatl appears to be a semi-offi-
. cial "line." (A good example of this is to be found in
SITNIKOV's meetings w1th Plerre Sallnger in Moscow 1n
the spring of 1965 ) =

. 9. Finally, it iS‘thé'par t of the report that deals
. with Lee Harvey Oswald's relations with the KGB--ox
- rather the lack of such -a relationship--that raises seri-
ous problems. As you ‘are ‘aware, much the same story about
Oswald, although in considerably greater detail and
-allegealy based on first-hand . knowledge, has been related
by NOSENKO. This Agency firmly believes that NOSENKO did
not in fact hagre first- hand”knowledce of the relations
between the KGB and OSWALD, :and that NOSENKO's story on _
OSWALD is a KGB-prepared messaoe. Similarly, this Agency ==
believes that|SHAMROCK: .sjstatements on OSWALD cannot auto- EJ
matically be accepted - as’ accurate or valid, and. that the
exact nature of the’ KGB‘rel”Llonshlp with OSWALD has not
yet been establlshea.ZXQ IOy .

. Attachment A
As Stated Above
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