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·u MAY 1MZ. ~OITION 

C., GSA I'PMR (•I CI'R) 101-\1.& . 

~ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
11/£/70 ~IRECTOR, FBI (105-22555) 

TO . . . Cont~u~ DATE: 

LEGAT, MEXICO-CITY (105-3702) (RUC) 
FROM 

LEE PA::\VEY OSWALD 
I~ - R. - f"UBA SUBJECT: - .... -

.I 
Reference Mexico City letter 10/14/69 in OSWALD case; 

Mexico Ci ty letter 7/30/58 and Havana letter C/29/53 entitled, 
"TERESA PROENZA; SIY.i - C;" and Mexico City letter and Li~M 10/5/7.0 
entitled, "JORGE LUIS ROJAS iVUSNiJOZA ; IS - CUBA" (Bufile 105-115365). 

h 

; 

I 
' .. 

PROENZA 's full name appear.s to be IvhRIA TERESA . 
PROEt~A PRO~NZA. She is currently sa~d to be in Havana, Cuba, 
after spending several years in 3anta Clara Province under 
near house arrest. She now appears to have more fre edom. · 
She is the sister of the wife of JORGT!: LUlS ROJAS MENDOZA , 
a Mexican employee of the Cuban Aviation Company in Mexico City. 
Her brother ALVARO ESTANISLAO PROENZA· PROENZA· resides in 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and is the subject. of an IS - CUBA 
investiga:tion. TERESA PROENZA was the secretary of. the Mexican 
communist muralist DIEGO R:iVERA prior to the revolution. She 
became an employee of the Cuban Embass·y in Me;dco City follow
ing the revolution. She was described by her brother ALVARO 
in 1965 as a "dedicated cozru:nunist" and a "slave of the Cuban · 
c·ommunist government. 11 

The following information is extracted from the letter 
and ·LHM submitted by Mexico City on 10/5/70 concerning JORGE 
LUIS ROJAS MElfDOZA and the efforts of his family to arrange 
for bis sister MARGOT ROJAS MENJX>ZA .to leave Cuba- and join the 

· fami.ly in Mexico; · ./ iff:K.) 
According to information furnished b~~X 19 n 

.// 9/21/70, the ROJAS family has become very embitFm;ed a out the 
Cuba situation and Mrs. ROJAS, whose full name is CAR~DAD ~-·~ 
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"CACHlTA" PROEN""L..A PROENZA DE ROJAS, ~Ol!lplained that Cuba has · . 
become· a police st.ate and that Cuban authorit~ hav~~he ~nl,. 
family . "all tied up." ROJAS and his wife tol EX l~that ~ LIA:.J 
a Cuban communist named JUAN MARINE is a frien of tne family. 
On one trip to Cuba, CAC!UTA ROJAS asked him to look into the 
situation of her sister TERESA PROENZA to see how it could 

./ be straightened out. MARINE recently visited Mexico "incognito" 
and informed the ROJAS that the situation now is extraordinarily 
good but that TERESA was once under a death sentence because 

•• 

she had dealt with LEE HARVEY OSWALD while assigned to the 
Cuban Embassy prior '; to the assassination of JOHN F. KENNEDY. 
Her :f,O.end~nterceded for her and her life was spared. ROJAS rt;,~mJ 
told~,f~Jr 197. that i'liA~~~E warned them not to tell the Cuban · ~-IL.U. 
Embassy in~exico ~i~¥ that he had spoken to them about this 
matter ·(~{ ~:; :· . 

The source stated that JORGE ROJAS and his wife 
do not know how to cope with the present situation. They 
fear· going to Cuba and they are speaking out.against the Cuban 
revolution in .a most forthright manner. The bitterness dis;.. 
played by noJAS~·· ,.wife fa~nds any that the source 
can ~ecall in the past. \It -'-{ .&l) 

·The source stated that some years ago, as best he 
could recall, he heard JUANA LUISA PROENZA, a sister of CACHITA 
who died some years ago, telling a similar story of how TERESA 
PROENZA was somehow involve·d with LEE HARVEY OSWALD at the 
Cuban Embassy •. At the time TERESA was employed at the embassy, 
she lived with JUANA LUISA and another sister. Within the 
family it has · always been said that JUANA LUIS~orried herself 
to death after TERESA was ordered to Cuba.~ j}~) · 

The Mexico City Office has conducted a review of 
references to TERESA PROENZA especially those dealing with the 
OSWALD investigation and it is noted that as set forth in 
j!~xico City letter to the Bureau 1/:;::4/64 in the OSWALD case ~IT&.' 
~'f ·18 ·and IYIEX l!jboth of whom have furnished reliable infor- ~JL.::J 

. · mation in the past, reported on 1/13/64 that they had conversed 
with ELIZABETH CATLETT MORA, Bufile 100-395934 , · who told --them 
of a conversation she held with TERESA PROEMZA, the Cultural 
Attache of . the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City. According to 
MORA , TERESA PROENZA had told her that OSWALD walked in "cold" 
to the Cuban ::1:mbassy and the first person he talked to was rr,_ ~ / 
PROENZA. Since PROENZA did not speak English, she turned him ~ /.,... 
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-~1hil~ i ~ is not clear' -~I.:OIQ. a~aj_l~bl;~ irrr~r~.:; .. t~gn, 
it would appear that PaO~NZA was~able to return from Cuoa 
fo~ a visit to ~exico 1 owine her dis.issal an~ de.p~rture 
in 1/S~':. ($ )( U,} . ·. . -.. _ erJc.· ~, 

By report ~'l . d-.1/1£1/65 the CIA reported on the in,-: 
vestigation by the Gli~an ··gcivernment .of old line communist 
JOA:;:UIN C!:ti:O~Ul M~~SA. ·-xn this·report it was indicated that 

TERESA ~10ENZA had bee ~;;;;;~~~ii~~~:!ii~~~~£0~· held incolamunicad("k 1111 t / 

A review of t oregoing mater 
T mtESA PR.OENZA got into trouble with the ::uban government more 
as a result of her criticism of the handlinE[ of the OSWALD 
matter following the assassination of President KENNii:DY than 
because of anything she did when CS~ALD visited the Cuban 
Embassy. Eer harsh critic ism of high t.";uban officials (the 
Ambassador and Foreign Mi ni ster) WC'.s appar,?~ly we 11 ltnown 
in the embassy and hardly helped her case. / t fails to : -- - ._... 
indicate that she did anything for CSWALD that~ld ~stantiate) 
the remar1~s made by JORGE I~OJAS and his · vrife t IEX l~tha t ,l · .~ [!A.J 
TER:BSA PROEHZA had ne~rly been e::~r·ecuted because o '~er activities,~ 
c1uring os::!ALD's visit t'O-.· the Cuban Bnbassy in H>&3~ In the . . ..• _, 
absence of a dditional informa tion ragardine this activity, no 
further investigation i~ ·. contemplateC at this time . I t is 
noted that i t is not fe.asible to· directly interror.ate JOH<;-E c.,_,,r:., 
ROJAS or his wife. I-iowever .~!EX 191Jwill closely follow this ~U\.J 
matter with them and any addftional, significant developments 
will be called promptly to the attention of the Bureau.()()-

Cne information copy is being furn~wcl to Philadelphia 
in view~ the~~r · erest in i.LVAa O PROENZA L~oncerning ALVARO .. 
PROENZA, .m~ 1 0 _orte~l 'Jn 7/~;/70 th~t'lb~harl recently visited 
the ROJA fami y · in iVlexico Gi ty and CAc;..:rh•r remarlted that · 
ALVARO · said he was surrounded by "gusanos" (referri ne· to 
Cuban exiles in a deroeatory manner) in Philadelphi~ _ _ 
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