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SAC, New York 

Director, FBI (lOD-236194) -ts-8 
REC- 138 ·~ 

JOliN .JACOB A1ff ~ 
INTERBAL SECURITY - C~ 

<}-·' 

1/17/64 

1-Mr.Haack 
1-Mr.Jones 

Berep Special Agent John L. Pagan dated 1/3/64 
at New York. 

It 1s Doted that tbe FD-305 submitted with rerep 
indicates the report iS being elassifi.ed "Contldent:lal" 
but that -certaS,n information furnished by WF 1491-S• 
sboold be classified nsecret.tr Since the report C()DtaiDS 
information attributed to WP 1491-S* under the symbol T-6, 
the report should have been classified '~Secretn .r .atber than 
"C<m:fident ial'1 as all reports on Security Index subjects· 
are d!ssemlnated to .the Department of Justice. ~ 

Additionally.; on page 5 of rerep, the ·· · Jmation 
received from T-6 is set forth. It is believed that this 
information requires additiC:mal clarification, if av.ailable. 
The source of tbe contributions received by Porer s~ould be 
·set forth if known si.Dce it· .is ambiguous as to whetlier this 
money represents neontribut 1ons" "\.J?.. actually money 
received iD pa~ent of legal fees. ~ 

Abt recently receioved nationwide publicity when 
Lee IJa,rvey Oswald pUblicly stated following his arrest that 
he w~nted Abt as his attorney. · The report makes no mention 
of tbj.s fact, and it is. believed it should .be set forth in 
the report~ 

Dissemination oi. the report is bei'ng .held in 
abeyance and it is desired you make appropr.iate changes 

, . __ and ~:Ubmit same to the Burea~b \~ '!Y ~~- b]~ 
~E~· LA. SJ,I'~J1lBf.~U3 ~~ C~~- ~ Ei T. 

0 cz.~2?) ~ Z:~- ~K REAsoN-~cu.t r 0 L ·m ~- .. 

f DATE OF REVI - ~ .. ---- - """ · 
To ~en WPJ• • 
Bel mont • ere. S ~· 
Mohr ( 5) ( -- (,,. 1 _ ; , · ' 

· Ca:;;pct • ! • · · 

::~:= ~· . V ( .J/\ r; I J !:;;tbN~~J"'"jA1 
T;~;:" ~ :~ JAN 2119d\i4 .(.t,(O;; ' ' ' ~ :, -. - j ' ':" 

,
1Ta!Q . Room _ -.~- ~ 

''iio lmes ~ 
Gondy MA IL BOOM TELETY PE UNIT D 
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("\, ''. ~ ', ~-79 , 
? FEDERAL'--BUREAU OF INVl;--TIGATION I 

REPORTING OFFICE 

NEW YORK 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MADE BY 

JOHN JACOB~ aka CHARACTER OF CASE 

JOHN L. FJtGAN 

IS -
. I",....omV.TION CO~T~f~ 
~~~;IS U:1CLAS51~1~ 

----~----~-EX~c~E~HEF~SSO~.L_------~--------~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
OTHERWISE . 

REFERENCE 

Report of SA JOHN L. FAGAN dated7/3/63 at NY. 

- P* -

ADMINISTRATIVE ~ 

. CLASSiFIED BY ~' i' SW/@._ 
DECLASSIFY 0~~~ ~~; 

SA JOHN L. FAGAN made e,call to ABT's office 
guise of a legal cent ct.· 

SA WARREN H. DUNN/observed ABT on 6,fe~ 
SAS F. J. M~GHLIN, JR. and JAMES F. O'CONNELL 

L 
on 10/6{63. {$/ . 

On 6/17/63,,-NY 554-s!r~dvised that JOHN ABT /~ 
on that dat~-that he might be available on 6/20/~3~ 

APPROVED 

COPIES MADE; 

0 SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 

~ Bureau (100~236194) (RM) 

3 - -549~£) 

-to (fY p Jfl.- __ /...l~s. ....__. 
J/f f 1 g.,- '~ . 
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-'Released under. the Johll. F. i<eJUledy Assassination· Rec-ords Collection Act o:t 1992 ( 44 usc 2107 

_ Note) . • DAT~: 1i-14-2017 __ 
. ; . ·. 

•: 

.. . 

NY 100-54965 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 

to discuss points of law with an individual named KRYLOV 
(probably BORIS s. KRYLOV), a Soviet national travelling 
in the us~ a member of an exchange group.~'\ 

NY 3903-S advised on 6/5/63 that~ele was 
some conversation at CP Headquarters on that date as 
to whether or not the CP should reconstruct a new 
set of accounting books for possible -introduction in 
federal court. According to this informant, ABT was 
understood to express the opinion that the books, if ~~ 
subpoenaed; should _~be released in __ their_ present condition tl)-

aecea Sea, lex (j .5. LtS. s IL L~ 
-onT273763, JOHNtT--;-ABT" turn·e-d·over to SAS · 

JOSEPH v_ • W~S and ROBERT G. OFTEDAL six letters written 
by LEE HARV WALD, which had been sent to the Party 
or ~"Tfie Wo er":- In advising the NYO of the existence 
of the letter~~)BT stated he was acting on behalf of 
ARNOLD JOHNSON~/fiis client. The OSWALD letters sought 
Party assistance in his activities, employment by 11 The 
Worker 11

, and a way of making c·ontact with the Party. 
Also turned over were copies of two letters of acknowledge­
ment written by JOHNSON and addressed to OSWALD. 

--On 12/5/63, ABT, stating he represented the 
Gus Hall - Benlamin J. Davis,Defense Committee, furnished 
to SA WATERS a letter written _by OSWALD to that committee, 
which forwarded specimens of photographic work which 
OSWALD offered to do for the Committee, together with 
a · copy of a letter of acknowledgement written by JAMES 
D. TORMEY, as Executive Secretary of the Committee. 

. I 
INFORMANTS 

Identi t/ of Source .... 

:!¥Y~~) 
69ts* , 

' 

File Number Where Locat0.ld V 
EA 134-14A~4102 =t It 

COVER PAGE 
- B -

_ __________ ._ ______ __ =-=-=-~----,---
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r,. Released nndei: the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act o:f 1992 ( 44 USC 2107 ~-~~ 
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'• ' 

, .... .. 
. .~ 

NY 100-54965 

INFORMANTS CONT'D 
I 

Identity;Of Source 

-. 

j~~~)(u.> · 
NY T-~ / 
CG 58247* 

File Number Where Located 

l"i3t9091A:~§ l~Vu_ 
f__ -70~,~ 

NY T-o/ 
CSNY 1541-S 

NY T-~ / 
WF 14~1-S* - / 

/ -

NY T-I 
Mrs. M. R. BURGESS, 
Assistant Treasurer, 
Chase Manhattan Bank, 
23rd Street and 
Park A venue/ South, 

NYC s/ . · . 
.......... NY ~2~sv~\ (u.l 
NYT-9/~~~ 
PH 306:..s -""/~ 

T-1~ ~~/ 
PH 61-S ,~\C I u.) 
NY T-11~ 
AL 288z-s 
NY T-1 -
NY 276 -S* 

134-842-3152 
-3185 
-3229 
-3305 
-3348 

100-149065-194 

/ Characterizat;on of 
FRANCES GABOW ~~ 

~·'" 
L 

Characteriz~-tion of 
AARON LIBSON 

/ 
Characterization ~ 
WILLIAM ALBERTSO~-

COVER PAGE 
- c -

----- --------~-- - ----- -------~------~~-------------~ 
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Released nnder 'the Jolin F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act o:f 1992 (44 lJSC 2107 
Hote) .. DAT~: 11-14-2017 

.. -.:. 

,, 

'· 

NY 100-54965 

INFORMANTS CONT'D 

Identity Qf~Source 

NY T~l3/ 
NY 384-S ". 

T-lL hY:\ 
NY :~~;?t \'!:! iiJ.) 
NY 2517-S / 

NY T-16/ 
NY 646-~ 

LEAD 

NEW YORK 

At New Yo~ New York 

File Number Where 

134-82-3178 
-3277 
-3258 

134-2602A-818 

134-~0-1948 

Will follow and report ABT's activities in 
connection with the CPo 

COVER PAGE 
- D -

T 

I . 

---- - -·--- .... - -·- --------· -------:---------_J 
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Released ·rmder t)!e John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act of 1992 ( 44 USC 2107 v ··•-:z:::;­

~ote) l"n-')n\l~!V ~!J:.~t4-2017 
• -- - ·-:- . - - =- i ··:_;.:. ... -

_ .... 

Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

Field Office File fl.: 

Title: 

Character: 

Synopsis: 

~ """ .. · 
UJ\itTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTIC.E 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

. JOHN L. FAGAN 
1-3-64 

100-54965 

JOHN JACOB ABT 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 

Olficc: New York, New York 

Bureau File #: 100-236194 

JOHN ABT resides 444 Central Park 
West and has law office at 320 Broadway, 
NYC. Most of $1,500 at CP Headquarters 
in June indicated for ABT. He received 
checks totalling approximately $2,000 
from Gus Hall - Benjamin J. Davis Defense 
Committee from May - october, 1963. ·ccp 
records subpoenaed by Internal Revenue · 
Service show payments of $8,000 tq ABT 
Forer and Rein, during period April -
August, 1962.] J6SEPH FORER indicated 
contributions received are shared with 
ABT and credited to CP account. ABT 
listed as payee of $1,000 check from 
Royal w. France Memorial Fund. His retainer 
from the CP stated to be $100 per month. 
ABT represented FRANCES GABOW and AARON 
LIBSON at Subversive Activities Control 
Board hearings in Philadelphia and arg~j(. 
appeal of WILLIAM ALBERTSON and ROSCOE (~) 

~~-~~ . 

.. :Jf'5) ;~g~rom autom~ . . c , 
downgr ng and ru:r-H~;.,., ~AT~:T~EJI~ IE~ , 

:EC'~~ '<'' '- l~r\ r.'!v ~'8' ~C..O-~ dec las · i cationAA~~;;·:~' · r : .. , ;1~G 1~ W . ~ 'iiJ+_' '-1) I~ • • '~.i ,.-.. ,!.~....... UV. . .:. ... · . : L' - ~ 
ON ... 7'.{... .7 ....... -~P."'L ... ····<'1 SLIP(S) . __ 

;DATE_5_ . 0-~- --~ 
T his docume n t contains n e ither recommendations nor conc l usions of the F' 8 !. It is the property the ~~sf l oan ed t o 

you r agency ; it a nd !Is contents a re no t t o be di s tributed ou tside you r agency . • -co·N·F~T'IAlJ' 
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Released under the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act o~ 1992 (44 USC 2107 
~ote) . .. DAT]!:: 11:-~4-2017 

-· 

.. . 

-

A· characterization of the Gus Hall -
Benjami-n J •. Davis Derense Committee 
is · appen~~d . hereto. 

Ori · July 9, 1963, SA SHERMAN SCHOCHET, · Intelli----. 
gence Unit, Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 245 West / 
Houston Street, New York, New York, made available . 
photostatic copies or the 1962 cash disbursement records 1 

., of the CP, USA. The ··· records were produced by PHILIP BART,· 
_Orgmizational Secrejsary or the CP, USA, on June 27, 
1963, in response to a summons issued by IRS .in the 
tax investigation-of GUS -HALL, General Secretary of 
the CP, USA. The· following -entries were noted: 

Date 

March 13, 1962 

March 20, 1962 

March 30, 1962 

April 12, 1962 

May 9, 1962 

June 6, 1962 

July 10, 1962 

August 21, 1962 

.Payee 

· JOHN ABT 
Forer and Rein 

JOHN ABT -
Forer-and Rein 

JOHN ABT -
Forer and Rein 

JOHN ABT -
Forer and Rein 

JOHN ABT -
Forer and Rein 

JOHN ABT -
Forer and Rein 

·JOHN ABT -
Forer and Rein 

JOHN ABT -
Forer and Rein 

·Amount 

1,000.00' 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

JOSEPH FORER is one of the attorneys who 
has recently represented the CP, USA, W.~ 
before the United States Supreme Court.]\ 

4 

\ 

L _. -- - ----- -
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H~te).,. cftEvDAU: 11-14-2017 
' l . -~ ~ ~. 0 ;~.._ . ; ~ / ,, > ~ 

.. 

•• 

· .. ·~ . 

. . ( . --
.. FED'ERAL\_·dUREAU OF INVb-.3TIGATION 

REPORTING OFFICE DATE 

NEW YORK 1/3/64 
TITLE Of CASE REPORT MADE BY 

~f{~(;H[tJ. JOHN L. FAGAN 

JO~ JACOB ABT aka 

REFERENCE 

Report of SA JOHN L. FAGAN dated 7/3/63 at NY. 

- P* -

ADMINISTRATIVE 

SA JOHN L. FAGAN made the call to ABT's office 
under the guise of a legal contact. 

S4 WARREN H. DUNN-observed ABT on 6/26/63. 

... ·-

SAS F. j. MCLAUGHLIN, JR. and JAMES F. O'CONNELL 
observed ABT on 10/6/63. 

On 6/17/63, [iiy 554-s.:ft~ised that JOHN ABT. . ~ 
·indicated on that date that he might be available on 6/20/63(~) 

APPROVED 

COPIES MADE: 

SPECIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 

Q-- Bureau (100-236194) (RM) 

( 100-5496 5) 

DISSEMINATION RECORD OF ATTACHED REPORT NOTATIONS 

AGE:NCY .--- --··· ......... . . ... .. J .................. .................. ---------------- __ 
.REQUEST RE:CD .. ------------------ ..................... .. . . . .......... -------------- ----

DATE FWD ....... ......................... C .......... -------------- ·--· . ............... .. 

HOW FWO. ------ - ----- ------------ ------------------ ------------------ - -----------------

BY--------------- .................................... ------------------------------ -- ----

DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW 

, 

CLASSIFIED BY Sl.'U~~ 
DE(/LASSIFY ON: 25X £'l 

(Jfe) 2/t/lfl 
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Releas~ ~der 
Note). DATE : 

... -{ 

. .. - .. 

the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act o:f 1992 ( 44 USC 2107 · t';· 

11-14-2017 
... .... .... 

.. 

•• 

NY 100-54965 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D CONF~NTIAL 
to discuss points of law with an individual named KRYLOV 
(probably BORIS S. KRYLOV), a Soviet nati~~~ tlavelling 
in the US m a member of an exchange group~\ ( 14. ) 

NY 3903-S advised on 6/5/63 that t~~re was 
some conversation at CP Headquarters on that date as 
to whether or not the CP should reconstruct a new 
set of accounting books for possible introduction in 
federal court. According to this informant, ABT was . 

subpoenaed, should be released in their present condition.~~- tl) 
understood to express the opinion that the books, if -';;{ 

On 12/3/63, JOHN J. ABT turned over to SAS l~ 
JOSEPH V. HATERS and ROBERT G. OFTEDAL six letters t .. rritten 
by LEE HARVEY OSWALD, which had been sent to the Party 
or to "The \1orker". In advising the NYO of the existence 
of the letters, ABT stated he was acting on behalf of 
ARNOLD JOHNSON, his client. The OSHALD letters sought 
Party assistance in his activities, employment by "The 
Worker 11

, and a to;ay of making contact with the Party. 
Also turned over were copies of two letters of acknov-dedge­
ment written by JOHNSON and addressed to OSWALD. 

On 12/5/63, ABT, stating he represented the 
Gus Hall -Benjamin J. Davis~ Defense Committee, furnished 
to SA WATERS a letter written by OSWALD to that committee, 
which forwarded specimens of photographic work which 
0Sl1ALD offered _to .. do for the· Committee, together with 
a copy of a letter of acknowledgement written by JAMES 
D. TORMEY, as Executive Secretary of the Committee. 

Source File Number Where LOcated 

r.A 134-14A-4102 ~ ~ 

' 
.. ------ ----- ---- -- --- -----------,------ -~) 
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'r Released nnder the John F. Kennedy---A~£sassinai:.ion- Records Collection Act o:f 1§92 ( 44 USC 2107 
Hote). DATE: 11-14-2017 

., 
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--
CONF~NTIAL 

File Number Where Located 

y~953~s ~yu.~ 
NY T-4 

134-9091A-71 
-98 
-70 

.. . 

CG 5824-S* 

NY T-5 
CSNY 1541-S 

NY T-6-
WF 14§1-S* 

/

NY T-7 
Mrs. M. R. BURGESS, 
Assistant Treasurer, 
Chase Manhattan Bank, 

i 23rd Street and 
I Park Avenue South, 
I NYC 

I T-8 11Q).r-
NY 2002-~~ 1,.\,.,) 
N T-9 
PH 306-S 

PH 61-S J.~ (t.l) 
T-10 fix)'/. 
T-11 

AL 2882-S 

NY T-12 
NY 2760-S* 

Docld:32176262 Paqe 11 

134-842-3152 
-3185 
-3229 
-3305 
-3348 

. 100-149065-194 

Characterization of 
FRANCES GABOW 

Characterization of 
AARON LIBSON 

Characterization of 
WILLIAM ALBERTSON 

COVER PAGE 
- c -

·- ___________ __..___ -- ------~-~~------
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. Released nnder the John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act o:f 1992 · ( 44 USC 2107 
Hote). DATE: 11-14-2017 

•. ~~ .. ..- """·-

.. . 

NY 100-54965 

INFORMANTS CONT'D 

Identity of ·Source File Number lfuere Located 

NY T-13· 
NY 384-s 

NY 559-S*. . U.) T-14~~ ... ~ 
NY T-15 
NY 2517-S 

NY T-16 
NY 646-s 

LEAD 

NE\1/ YORK 

At New Yolk; New York 

134-82-3178 
-3277 
-3258 

134-2602A-818 

Will follow and report ABT's activities in 
connection with the CP. 

COVER PAGE 
- D -

... 

-~ 
ll· 
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Released wtder the John F. KeJUledy Assassinati!)n Records' Collection Act of 1992 ( 44 USC 210·7 

HQte) . • DATE ; ~1-:14-2017 
·' .. . . I • 

, : Ji"D-~0' (Rev. 3-$rl) I 
, '_.<' --4'. \ . I . 

UI'.IITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .JUSTICE 
I 

'• . 

\ 

\ 
\ JOHN L. FAGAN 

Copy to: 

Report of: 

Date: 

FEDERAL BUREAr OF INVESTIGATION 

~miA.L 
I 

I 
Office: New York, New York 

~/3,(_?4 
Field Office File No.: \00-54965 Bureau File No.: 100-236194 
Title: 

Characfer: 

Synopsis: 

J6HN JACOB. ABT 
. \ . 

IN~AL SECURI~ ::: C 

/ 1 . ~ 
ABT re ides 444 Centrai Park -

We t'las law-/ office at 3-26 Broad· y; 
NYC.- Mos~ of $11 500 at 9PA-feadquarters /' 
in June indicated for ABf~ . He received~ 
checks tot~~linglapproximately $2~00~ 
from Gus Halt. - penjamin J .. Davis-~fense 
Committee. from May - October, 19~. CP 
records subpoena' d by Internal Revenue ··· 
Service show p ents or $8,000 to ABT -

I Forer and Re , puring per~April/~ . 
August, 196 • OSEPH FOR~pdicated 
contributions r~ceived are shar.ed with~ 
ABT and credi te'4 \~o CP accoun!" ~ABT 
listed as payee o~ $1,000 ch~K from 
Royal w. France Memorial/ Furta.. His re iner 
from the CPr sta~edto/be $lO~r mont. 

. AB~ represented JFRANCES GABO~d AARON 
~~IBSON~at Subve~sive\Activi~;~control 

Board hearings ~n Phi ad~lp.tr.ta and arg'}~ I. 
appeal of WILLI ALB TSON and ROSCOE~~(~l 

- - · 8~AI . ~ 

~ 
Ol="C~· llwe·1~t t.:·o:n ny~,·~·JUJ, k. oN ... ' · .ff' ~~ '-' ·#iitr·· ... -.t.~ 1 .. . .... . ........ .. . , 

This document contains neither ree<>mmendat!ons nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of\the FBI and Is loaned to your atrency: It and 
ita contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ' 

--·------------ - L ____ _ 
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