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Memorandum

Reference Mexic% gfgggletter f%/lé/ in OSWAL> case;
Mexico City letter 7/3C/58 and Havana letter o/?9/58 entitled,
"TERESA PRCRNZA; SM - ;" and Mexico City letter and LEM 16/5/70
entitled, "JORGE,LUIS ROJAS MENOOZA:; I5 - CUBA" (Bufile_105—115365).

BEENZA's full name appears to be JARIA TAR}SA :
PROENZA PRPINZA. 3he is currently said to be in havana, Cubaz,

after spehding several years in Santa Clara Proyvince under

near house arrest. She now appears té have mo¥e freed .

She is the sister of the wife of JCRGRE LUIS R AS wmrtggg, |
a Mexicah employee of the Cuban AVTATIOR CoMpany in Mexico City.
Yer brother ALVARO w“?mﬁﬂﬁk%&ﬁ&&m&@%&p?:wx}ZA res1des in
Ph11ade1ph1a Pennsylvania, and is the sgbject of an IS - CUBA
investigation. TERESA PROENZA was the $ecretary of the Mexican
communist muralist 32IEGOC RIVERA prior. to the revolution. :She
became an employee of the Cuban Embassy in Mexico City follow-
ing the revclution. She was described by her brother ALVARO

in 1965 as a ''dedicated comnunlst" and a '"slave of the Cuban
comnunist govermment."

. The following information is extracted from the letter
and LHM submitted by Mexico .€ity on' 10/5/70 concerning JORGE s
LUIS ROJAS MENDOZA and thq/éffort of his family to arrange
for his sister WARGOTVROMAS_MENDQZA to leave Cuba and Join the
family in Mexico s o T e

According to information furnished by£§ BX 197
9/21/70, the RCJAS family has become very embittéred a ut he
Cuba situzation and Mrs. ROJAS, whose full name is CARIJAD
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Releasged under the John F. Kennedy Asszassination Records Collection Act of 1992 (44 USC 2107
Hote): DATE: 11-14-2017
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MEX 105—3,51’62 TR I S
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f Lot
"CACIITA"M QENZA.,PROENZA DFE OJASL complained that Fuba ‘has
bec-‘-'f pol e state ang’th"vcuba

n~authoritieg have : Hu-?
family "all gied up.' ROJAS and his wife toldzﬁﬁr 197 that

d Cuban communist named JUANJMA»;NE is a friend of the family.

On one trip to Cuba, CAC! HFTRS asked him to look 1nto the

situation of her- sister TR "REGA PROENZA to see how it could

be straightened out. MARINE recently visited Mex;co "1ncognito"

and informed. the RCJAS that the situation now is extraordinarily

good but that TERESA was once under a death sentence because

she had dealt with LEE BARVEY OSWALD while assigned to the

Cuban Embassy prior to the assassination of JOHN F. KENNEDY. ;

Her ends interceded for her and her life was spared. ROJAS E¥3@~
a )

told{MEY 1 that MARINE warned them not to tell the Cuban -
Embassy. 1n tflexico City that he had spoken to them about this
matter. C R R _ ' ~

The source stated that JORGE ROJAS and his wife
do not know how to cope with the present situation. They
fear going to Cuba and they are speaking out against the Cuban
revolution in a most forthright manner. The bitterness dis-
played by ROJAS! wife far gxceeds any that the source
can recall in the past. ;L;) - Co ,

The source stated that some yedrs ago, as best he
could recall, he heard JUANAMLU‘QANEROFiZA, a sister of CACHITA
who died some years ago, telling a SimA lar story of how TERESA
PROENZA was somehow involyed with LEE“HARVEY OSWALD at. the
Cuban Embassy. the /time -TERESA was employed at the embassy,
she lived with JUANA” LUISA ‘and another sister.  Within the
family it has always been- said that JUANA LUIS Worrled herself
to death after TERESA was ordered to Cuba. bL :

" The Mexico n1ty Office has conducted a revieéew of
references to TERESA PROENZA especially those dealing with the
OSYALD investigation and it is noted that ‘as:set forth in

exico City lett to the Bureau 1/247/64 in: the CSWALD case
MEY 18 and MEX 19} both of whom have furnished reliable infor-
ation in the ‘past, reportéd on 1/13/64 that. ‘they had conversed
with FLIZABFTH CATLE M , Bufile 100 305934 who told them
% HFTon she held with TERESA: PROENZA, the Cultural
Attache of the Cuban Embassy in Mexico. ity According to
MORA, TERESA PRCENZA had told her that. OSWALD walked in "cold"
. O the Cuban 7“mbassy and the first person he‘talked to was ‘
PROENZA. Since’ PROENLA did not speak nglish ~ she turned him

>
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While it is not clear from ayailable information,
it would appear that PROLENZA was able to return from Cubz
for a Vi€5~ to liexico iollowing her dismissal and departure

By report dated 1/14/585 the CIA reported on the in=
vestigation by the Juban government of old line communist
JCATUIN CRICIUI MAESA. -In this report it was indicated that
TERESA PROENZA had beap arrested at her home and was being
held incommunicado{}#ﬂ ,

A review of the foregoing material indicates that
TIERESA PROENZA got into trouble with the Cuban government more
as a result of her criticism of the handling of the OSWALU
matter following the assassination of President XENNEDY than
because of anything she did when OSWALY visited the Cuban
Embassy. Her harsh criticism of high Cuban officials (the
Ambassador and foreign Minister) was appareptly well known
in the embassy and hardly helpecd her case.f It fails to C:}(j
incdicate that she did anything for CSWALDY that would substantiate
the remarks made by JCRGE HCJAS and his wife tof MEX 157] that E‘j@f
TRERESA PRCENZA had nearly been executed because Of her activities
during CSYVALD's visit to the Cuban Tmbassy in 193 In the
absence of additional information regarding this activity, no
further investigation is contemplated at this time. It is-
noted that it is not feasiblg to directly interrogate JOHCE '
CJAS or his wife. I-Iowever',égE}ii 197)will closely £ollcw tms(x,]@y
matter with them and any acditional, significant developmetts
will be called promptly to the attention of the Bureau. ’

: Cne information copy is being furnished to Philadelphia

in view their jipterest in AZLVARO PROETZ: g-EOncerning ALVARO
PROENZA,E@EX lﬁaaégﬁ'rteﬂ on 7/%/73 that|{he| h&T recently visited EEQ@%Q
the ROJAS family in Mexico Zity and CACHITA remarked that
ALVARC said he was surrounded by "gusanos' (referring {0
Cuban exiles in a derogatory manner) in Philadelphiéj&ék’
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