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TO J. Walter Yeagley 

· , Assistant Atto1·ney General. 
Internal Security Division 
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FROM : Garvin L. 011 ver 

--, 
I 

DATE: 

sUBJECT: The Garrison Investigation of the 
Assassination of President Kennedy 
f:.1J~f2:e d CIA Com1~st::i.o~ Hith Garrison 1 s 
su~_;pects 

SECRE'.r 

June 2, 1967 

· Nel-'1 Orleans District Attorney James C. Garrison has . 
made numerous charges that several of his suspects in his 
investigation of the assassination of President Kennedy have 
had connections VT1th the Central Intelligence Agen~y (CIA). 
There follows some of -his specific allegations which we have 
learned about either from. Garrison 1 s publtc st-atements or · 
fr.om FBI sources and the l-mo11m corr .. rnents of the CIA VJi th respect 
thereto. 
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!I 1. Garrison claims that Lee Harvey Osl•laJ.d did not (1 

kill President Kennedy but that the President ·~as assassinated , 
by five ant1-Castro Cubans i'iho vwre arlgered over hts handling ;, 
9f the Bay of Pigs invasion. Garrison claims that the o.ssass:Lns :; 
\'Tcre forme1· CIA employees ·comi·ni ttr~d to an adventt~:re in Cuba,. )l 
Garrison has said that he does not believe the CIA planned the :: 
Kennedy murd.er, or knew of it before)1and, but that the CIA is :l 
ma1':.ing every effort . to prevent his office. from trailing o:r. 1ea1·n- :1 

: ,. . ,:.,._-._:_ ,: , . ~~g-, -~.11~ .· I}J:.~r,e.a.~_?~lt~ .. _pt:. tt\S . ~spa:s.s~:Q.S .~s J:t ts. C: Ol'l?c:,:c~ccl. _ B:~ou_t _ .... _ . :I 
. · ·· . .. · · .. ·, ··1_ tc : ot~! pm·mr :·· · · (Was·hlrtg~~on·- Post 5/22·;'2l~;-6? ; .. 'Even:tng Star · · •'· -< : ·. -- ;·; 

·- :.-:· -,- :--~~~_?._l.F.~?-<.9-lJ-:< ;· <,-. .: ,:;.-.:· _~- · ... ~. :::\·:·- ·-..... ·>:.. :"" . ;_, .-.-•. :·· :·. :/: ··.-:<.~· -<_: :. ·,-;· .. · .. : .... :tY·~~;.s~~?::~-:<:~-~~.4i&<~·: ·:.: i:f>: _,: :-: 
'l'he CIA \·.ras quoted in the nevrspapers as s:_c.at;thg'·· .-. .-,_, ,., .. _ .. '"- · · i' 
that tl1e organization ,,,ould have 110 cornme~1t- Prl 1: 
Garrison 1 s remarks. · (Evening Star, 5/22/6JTi"~1 ,Ji\N ,:Uz 1971 · !: 

I ,,., -ll '' 
2. Garrison has reportedly said that he bas~ letters . ~r 

signed by CIA rep:r.e::> entatives or by Senator Robert .. F:L .J\ennecty:':' ._ .. _~"·" 
which authorize certain Americans to worl~ \·rtth Cub~l{l.s .... J.'.QX_.t110 .. .. .... . 
assassination of Castro. (FBI Memo 5/17/67) ·· · 
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' .vP k CIA advised the Bureau in Nay 1967 that such 
Al~ ft~.Jv11~';0)1 letters never ex1sted and therefore cou.ld not 

~ I rkfJ ·, be in the possession of Garrison. (FBI Memo 
lA. V" .t;? - 5/17 /6'7) I . 

Hrv ~ . · · , 
/ ;t ;c.tt. : 
r JJI. " ~------ 3. Garrison reportedly be] ieves that the~e \•!aS an anti-
·..1 .A~ P"' Castro training camp on the shores of Lake Ponch(3.rtrain near 
~i' ew Orleans 'Which Ha s operated by the CIA to train assassins 
1/·' ' to send to Cuba and that Os;·mld vras\once at the camp. Tfiis camp 

was reportedly run by an individual known as Ri.chard Davis. 
(FBI Memos 4/6/67, 5/15/67) 

J . 

To our l(nOHledge, no infol~mation has be·en 
received from CIA concerning the alleged 
:training camp or Richard Davis. An FBI 
memorandum of March 3, ~ 1967, reported that 
the Bureau files contain no information incli-· 
eating that Ost-·.rald had any connection "Vlith 
Davis. Davis has been: described as a pro
moter and a hustler, who will do anything for 
money, and is of.ten carried a"''my \'lith his ovm 
th:i.nking. ( 1L~9-l.J.80l) . . / · "' ,rii· ,-4. . (;/~"' Garrison claj_ms that Or:n/lald '\tlaS probably a CIA agent 

J J{. who '·mrked undercover Ni th anti-Castro Cubans with the knov.rledge 

~
~·/oJ of Federal agents. Garrison claims tl1C?~t Os1·1ald vms i.·ecrui ted 
. by OIA for an operation, approved by President Kennedy, the pur- . 

, pose of ''lhich was to assassinate Fidel Castro, arid when Os\•T<:ild 
1 

·assassinated . Pre.sident Kennedy it became necessary to shm·r him 
as a Communist in order to conceal the original plan. (UPI 
5/8,9/67, New York Times 5/10/67) · 
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CIA has furnished the Criminal Division of 
the Department 'v.rith an affidavlt that they 
do not have, and have never had ·, a photograph 
of Oswald in Mexico City. _· \ 

i 

6. Garr:L::wn has cha~rged Gordon Novel and Serglo Arcacha 
. ·---·- ·- . ~---------Smith Ni th the burglary of the Schur;'tberger ~'lelJ> Service Company's 

munitions bunker j _n 'l'errebonne Pari~~1·1, LOuisiana, in 1961. -
Garrison evidently believes that som0 of the individuals in
volved in this robbery (Novel, David Ferri~, Smith, and several 
Cubans) w:ere also involved in the a.ssassination. and tha.t a panel 
truck used in the robbery \•ms .·used tn the assc:wsination. Gordon 
Novel reportedly contends that he i·ms employed by CIA, wa·s act-

. in.g for CIA , and that the burglary of the munitions bunker i•ms 
notf an actual burglary. Novel reportedly contends that CIA. had 
an arrangement l;ii:.h Schumt) E:~rger to 1\.ecp ammunition, borilb casings, 

' i ,. 
; ,. 

' f 
' l· 

' 
r 

l :· 
!t 
iJ 
H 
!• 
t , 

!' 
1, 

' 1 

I ., 
h 
t · 
t ' 

and other material in · the cl.mmuni tion bunker; that Schumberger 
became upset over the Bay of Pigs invasion and 'i'lanted to get out 
of their contract Vli.th CIA; and that arrangements ,.,rere then made 
for the bomb cas:l.ngs and other materi.als ·· stored in the bunker to 
be taken out by Novel and his gx·oup. Novel has indicated that 
he and Sergio Arc<J.cha Smith are still employed by CIA. Novel 
has stat~d that in the event he is returned to New Orlcahs to 
face charges of bu~glary, this will be .his defense. · (FBI Memo 
l.t/24/67) Novel also claims that he on.ce operated the Evergreen 
Advertising Agency as a front for CIA commun:Lcat1ons and tlJat r 
fut:4ds were channelled to h _irn by ·CIA. {FBI Hemo J+/27 /6'i') Gordon !j 
No\rel' s attorney also stated on Hay 25, 1967, t .hat Novel worked 1: 
for the CIA in early 1961; serving as an in:termediary betHeen !! :, 
the CIA and anti-Castro Cubans in Nel'l Orleans and ?4iami before I' 
the April 1961 Bay of Pigs i.nvasion. The a:ttor·ney, Steve PJ.otkins, ;\ 
maintained, though, that Nove l had 11 littJe or nothing to do_ w:Lth ;j 

.. .. . . . .. the .Bay o~· PigE! ·.invaqion .a~n-C\, . c_e.;r .. ta.inl~r- had :. abs:<:rlute1y·:nothirig .to :· .. ,_·· ' ]i 
·:: ·_.:_- ·-·~ : ··.- ··· a:o ·\;,ith ' the': a:ss'as·$J . ."l1ation · of- t-::re ·si:d(~nt:.K:erJ<lilledy ~ '1 

· : (viasl1ington Po.i3t· ·.-; 
.5/ .. ~6/6?)_, : , ._·. . ... . ... .. :· ... ; · . : . ... · .. -._: .. .. -- ::_ ....... · - ...... ·: . ·. ·., ... .. _.. :: · : · .. r: 

; ' ' .. : 

., .. 

CIA has advised the Bureau that Novel's claims 
are completely false and that Nove JL -he~s never . 
been of operational interest .. CIA .rdso advised 
that the Agency has never utilized bunkers be
longing to tl1e Schurnberger vlell Ser'rice Company 
for storae;e of munitions and that itl'f~e Evergreen 
Advertising Agency ha s had no conne~t·.tion \'lhat. s o
ever v1i th CIA operations. (FBI l•few.10 4/27/67) 
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8. Concerni.ng S.ar.gi.o_~6..r...c;,\.cha-.Smi.th also charged by 
Garrison '\'lith burglary of t.!1e rrnin~~. tions hunlH~r in 1961, it is 
noted that in 1961 CIA identified Smith to the Deuartment as 
.a 1bona f'j_d.e renresentrttive j_n..J:leJ.:.r:_Qr..]g__0.Jl.S-O..f_thc Frente Revo1uc

. 1§!}8il.o I).eJ.n.o.c:i:at:.Lcn-lY\1tif;~ Cuban anti-Castro exiie.or-gani-:-'"
- zation which served as a central point for enlisting support 

!j 
lJ 
I 

I 
.'I 

I 

for anti-Castro activity until the abortive revolutionary ' attcmp t 
:i.n April 1961. Smith was knm'-ln to be engaged in such recrui ti.ng 

, ; ,ac:t_i vi t.;y: ~ . .- . (.71.,.4-.137) . . . .. .. . .. . _ . · . _ . : 
. .· . .. . . ~ . . _.- -.... _·.· ···.··:··· .. .' ~ •.... ~ ..• .:·: · .··: .... ~ · . .. : .-~.~ ... : ··: ....... ···· ~: . ~ . ':·. :_ .. ~ ··· :··-.: .. ·· ·.:· ~ ":·:_· ·-.·· ::.·:: ·.· :. .· .·. . .. ·: .. ·._,·._ .' . . . I 

~- ·-_: ' . · ·. ·.' ,, 
. CIA .. ackn9i<Iled.ged.· to . th~ ·Btl~"'eau in. Hay 1967 · ·· · ' 

· tha·t it g0\•e ·the ·FRD .. ffn c.:tncial ·sup·p·ol..;-t_,_. bUt · · · ! 
maintaj_ned that d~~J,t~ :i.t~elat:i. on~.hl.J~~t!.h j 
the FHD, it had n.Q direct relat ionshin Hith 
Sergio ArcaC11asmi-th. (F1BI f1emo -57T6/6r( )--
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9. Garrison is reported to believe that Clay Shaw, 
who has been charged by Garrison with conspitacy to assassinate 
President Kennedy, \'laS a CIA agent involved in an: anti-Castro 
plot which either backfired or was redirected against President 

. Kennedy. ) 

I -

·' !-

CIA advised the Bureau in April 1967 ' tli:at 
on May 9, 1961, Deputy Director Cabell; CIA, 
was introduced before his speech to the Foreign 
Policy Association in Ne-v.r Orleans b:{ Clo.y Sha1·1, 
who wa.s the program director, and _that from 
December 19l.J-8 through Hay 1956 ,~~rl-£\ 1 s .. J),gzp..e . .r.;..,ti.c.-. 
Contac t ~X..ti-.S: e d_~51 ho. ve some l'~_l?.t~ .:i2D-.1lLiJ..p-l:l.i.th. 
Shai'r~ a s j_t vms inte r ested in Shai·; 1 s i nter
national contacts. CIA claims that _the last 
contact Hi th Shm'l in this regard \•las in . i,·!ay 
1956. (FBI Memo 4/27/67) -
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