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REPORTI NG OFFI CE OFFI CE OF ORIGIN O AT E INV ESTI GATI VE PE R IOO 

NEW ORLEANS NEW ORLEANS 2/19/70 12/23/69 - 2/12/70 
TITLE OF CASE REPORT MAOE BY TYPEO BY 

CHANGED 
SA TIIOMAS L. COLARELLI JOSEPH ROBERT PROVENZANO, aka - nmb 

CHARACTER OF CASE 
ET' AL; 
DR . SALVATOR~ARUSO, aka -
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ET AL - VI CTIMS 
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~ Title is .marked "CHANGED" to del e t e subject 
r · . j 

/: DONALD LESTER JAMES , who 'tvas kJ:lled 1/ 11/70 at B1loxi, M1.ss., 
by unknown assailant . .s, as developedtnrougE "'investigation . 
Title previously carri ed as "DONALD, LESTER JAMES , aka - ET AL; 
DR. SALVATORE CARUSO, aka - ET AL - VICTIMS." . /i 
REFERENCE : New Orleans report of SA THO~~S L. COLARELLI, 12/11/69 . 
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INE0ID~N.TS : 

On 12/S/69 NO 1734- €.- TE advised SA JOHN C. MC CURNI N II 
t at receJ.ve a te e~. one ca h CARLOS MARCELLO d l h ll f rom 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CL AIMED [X) NONE ACQUIT· CASE HAS BEEN: 

CON VI C. AUTO. FU G . FINES SAVINGS RECOVERIES TALS 

/! II 
PENDIN G OVER ONE YEAR DYES IX)NO 
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OVER SIX MONTHS D YES. IX) N o 

\\ \ 'A I r; SPECIAL AG E N T 
DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW APPRO VEO IN CHARGE 

COP IES MAOE: '\J fJ ~)-1 /.UOSd~~ REC 12 
(f)= Bureau 92-11 305) (RM) 

Departmental Att y . , N. 0 . , La. v 
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CLYDE BOURGEOIS~do.n 12/4/69, stating that he has physically 
assaulted JUNTOR PROVENZANO by hitting him over the head 
with a chair. BOURGEOIS explained that the reason he 
attacked PROVENZANO in a bar · in Marrero, La., was that he 
suspected PROVENZANO had burglarized his home, stealing some 
$4,000 '\vorth of guns. 

On 1/ 8/70 NO 1283-PC advised SA TH_m·!AS L. COLARELLI 
and SA HAROLD V. HUGHES that he had not seen ELDON LEGAN 
recently, but would attempt to ascertain his whereabouts. 

On 1/27/70 this source advised the above Agents 
that he had s till not determined ·LEGAN ' s current whereabouts, 
but woul d contact NELLO PACINI, close associate of both LEGAN 
and PROVENZANO, in an attempt to do so . Re the JAMES killing, 
he offere'd the opinion ~hat a good suspect lvOuld be Ff~~ny c om( 
HE:NRY COOK SALISBURY, '\vho· has had a grud ge against JAMES for 
several years and is quite capable of kill~ng · him . 

On 12/31/ 69 JK 358-C advised he observed 
DONALD LESTER JAMES · at CHUCK CLARY's Bay Vie\v Supper Club 
in Ft. Walton Beach, Fla . , and heard a conversation in 
which JAMES remarked that he \vas staying at the Howard Johnson 
Mo t el. 

On 1/29/70 NO 1793- PC advised SA THOMAS L. COLARELLI 
·that JOE ODDO is back in the 4th St. area or: :Marrero, La . , and 
is frequenting Dane's Drive- In-, and has been seen in the company · 
of JUNIOR PROVENZANO. Source advised that he was talki ng to 
TINY BARNES , who is running the Royal Motel in Marrero, and 
BARNES seemed to know all about the JAMES. killing, and could 
pvobaply offer some suspects if he chose to talk, because he 
knows the lvhole crolvd. 

Source advised that PROVENZANO is dividing his time 
betlveen the horse stable during the day a-rld Dane's at night. 
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. PCII ~furnished. the foliowing 
information to~8-A~J-E-R~R~Y~~R~.~P~A~RKE~ R on Janua~y 13, 1970: 

Informant advised he h·ad been in t 'elephonic 
contact· with CAROLYN NORRIS JAMES, and she wanted .him 
to come to the funeral of her husband but informant 
was afraid REX ARMISTEAD, Chief Investigator, Mississippi 
Highway Safety Pa.trol, Jackson, Mississippi, would have .... 
him arrested before he reached Hattiesburg, Mississippi. 

Informant advised that without Knowing the · 
details of th~ killing of jAMES, it is hard to determine 
whp killed him, but the· following were his immediate 
thoughts: 

. 1. If the shooting was done by one individual, 
probably it was done by CLIFFORD FULLER, who is very 
pa~ient arid who would wait forever f or . a chance to even 
tre score with DONALD LESTER JAMES over JUDY KAY; 

2. If the shooting was done by two individuals, 
it could have been over the split of the money in the 
Covington, Louisiana, gipsy camp "job", which according 
m the informant was fingered by JAMES. Informant advised 
that BOBBY GALE GWIN and "TOE HEAD" WHITE. have already been 
kil.led, and JAMES may have been the next on · the list;. 

3 • . Informant advised that R. D. MATHEWS of 
Dallas, Texas, who had GARY MC DANIELS killed, always 
uses ·two or three men to finish· people where bad splits 
are involved. taformants advised that JAMES and MATHEWS 
have beea . in together on several confidence schemes, arid 
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as such; one may have turned sour and resulted in 
MATHEWS ordering JAMES' death. 

Informant advised that JAMES has been thought 
of as being a "snitch" foJ; some time, but informant 
adYised he has heard of no one who believed this story 
strong enough to kill JAMES. 

Informaat stated that his information is .that 
the money from the .doctor confidence job in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, was all :returned following JAMES getting some 
pressure from the .. New Orleans La Cosa Nostra. 

On January 14, 1970, informant telephonically 
advised SA PARKER he had just returned from JAMES' 
fure ral in Gulfport, Mississippi. 

Informant stated that the "job" does not now 
appear to have been perpetrated by CLIFFORD FULLER. 
Informant advised that the men from the lounge where 
JAMES was killed have aroused the informant's suspicion •. 
He stated that the two bartenders were at JAMES's 
residence too often bringing food and offering 
sympathies. He stated ~hat since none of the group 
knew these individuals, it seemed very strange. 

Informant advised he went to the club where 
JAMES was killed and while questioning these men, ~hey 

continued to contradict their own stprtes as to the 
times and sequence of .the events on the night of the 
shooting. 

Informant stated. that CAROL)N NORRIS JAMES 
took him into .the bedroom and swore to the informant 
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that every penny of the money in the New Orleans 
swindle of the doctors had been returned by JAMES. 

. Informant advised that after looking over 
the situation and talking toJAMES' wife, he feels that 
the best "guess estimate" is that a man named BLACKWELL 
and JAMES were having bad fee~ings. 'over who was ·going 
to ·operate the gambling which was beginniag· to open 
up on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. Source adv.ised that 
he is of the opinion BLACKWELL is a good suspect. 

Informant adv~sed that_he is of the opinioa 
that the bartenders at the club where JAMES was killed 
have much more iaformatioa regarding the killing than 
they have provided so far.· 

The BLACKWELL mentioned abov~ is JAMES RUFE 
BLACKWELL, a hoodlum who has been on the Mississippi · 
Gulf .Coast for a number of years. On June 15, 1968, 
there was a shooting at the JAMES .residence but there 
were no injuries. BLACKWELL was thought to be iavolved 
in that ·shooting. 

The Atlanta Office furnished the following 
information on January 20, 1970, in ·Jackson -case · 
captioned "DONALD LESTER JAMES, aka; · AR": 

On the evening of JanuaJy 12, ·~. 1970, PCI_~I ~=--____. 
r---------.1 advised SA DONALD P. BURGESS that JIMMIE 
JAMES had been killed ·early that morning in Biloxi, 
M-iss·issippi. Informant advised that JAMES had been 
.sh3>t as he emerged· from a nightc lu.b. 

Informant advised that it would be dif ficult 
to speculate as to who might have shot JAMES be·cause 
he had a great number of enemies. Informant stated, 

Docid :322865 4 7 P a ge & 

E 
COVER PACE 
. ..... -·. . 

I 
I 

I 
l 

OTHER 4 




