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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 6/19/,68

- Lieutenant Junior Grade W, G MILLER, United
States ‘Codast Guard Base, Galveston, Texas, furnished the
following information: .

v Wt T
g L g, .

- ‘The Japanese vessel "MIKAGESAN MARU" arrived at
Galveston, . Texas at 9:00 p.m, on.May 31, 1968 and dockeéd -
at Pier 40, having &rrived in Galveston from M:ami, Plorida

-and reportedly le £t Miami sometime arouné 6_00 p.me. on
May 29, 1968, .

He stated while the vessel was docked at, Pier
40, Galveston,. ¥plosion occurred in the aft part of
_ the véssel at 3115 p.ms on June 1,. 1968, At the time of
g the exp1031on the ship was in: the process of 1oad1ng
o cotton and the éotton was bejng loaded in holes one, two
and three which areé located in the forward section .of the
= .. ghipi, 4

- He stated that 3 15 Pl ON June 1, 1968 & loud
noigé occurred at the aft part of the ship and the Chief
Mate of the vessel claimed he observed white and grayish
smoke at the rear part of the vessel. after the expleslon
occurreds

MILLER statéd on June" g, 1968 hé obgerved the
vessel at Pier 40 .and noted one of the steel plates of
the hull of the vessel located &t the gtock and shaft of the
rudder had been blown inward and a small portion of thé plate
had been blown downward, He stated the damaged plate is
;about 32 to 4 feetu“n»length and about 12 feet wide. He

aaaa

to the pler or’ other parts of the"
explosion occurred in the rudder &
feet above the watér in the c¢hannmel, I ated the only cargo
near the damaged plate W"Twater tanks. which contalned water
used by the ship personnel'

;SSel. He stated the ,
& approximately 6 to 8 .

He advxsed “the cnly danage resulting from the
explosxen was to the steering méchanism but the vessel with
the: assistance of two tuge left Galveston on .June 2s 1968 and

&
on_ 6/3/68 .  Galveston, Texas Fles  HO 45-731
by , : _Date dictated '

This document confains nenher recommendations nor conclusians of the FBI. it is_the property of the FBl and is loanéd: to-your agency;
“itand ifs contents are not lo be distributed outside your agency.
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"Released ntler the Johi F. Kermedy Kszagzination Records Collection ACt of 1992 (44
DATE: 11-14-2017 ‘ :
: |
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HO 45-731
went to Houston, Texas,
. . MILIER stated whén he examined the véssel he found
no explosive materisl but noted a "powderish" odor from
: the section where the explosion occurred, °
‘ : LHeQ&dVised‘that he hasgno iééé:as to what caused
; , the explosion, ‘ o ST
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