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" - Havana, Cuba
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Reference Havana le‘hter archjZl, 1955, which, among other things,

pointed out that Cuban Iaw Decree No. 2019 dated 1-2’7-55 authorized

gambling in clubs and cabarets which were certified as suitable for such | " {
purpcses by the Cuban Institute of Tourism. @G}‘ . ' |

s

On /~-28~55 CI HAV-1l advised that he had been informed that a *
concession to bring slot. ma.ch:.nes into Cuba and set them u cp had been granted '
by Minister of the Interior, SANTIACSFREY, to MARTINMEQK, ‘HE"GF the owners !
of the Tropicana N:.ght ub in Havana. He said this information had been

given to him by GEOR i ,EVINE, Fyoo 382915,6,who is most upget jbecauge he (N
claims the slot machifie concession had been profif¥ed to him. W)

~ Source said that he had further been informed that L}*CELL];N,I,
FBI No. 2198122, American floor man at the Tropicana gambling casino, had
made a trip to Tas Vegas, Nevada, and had made the necessary arrangements
for the shipping of the slot machines to Cuba.. (ﬂ) - ’

On 4-29-55, Mr, EIMUNM é/ HESTER, confidant and confidential advi
to President FULGENCIO BATISTA of Cuba and a good contact of the Havana = =
§\ office, was in the office on another matter., He was questioned as to

N B whether the above mentioned Law Decree authorized the use of slot machineg;
\\\ in Ciba, Mr. CHESTER said that he, himself, had been interested in thg [{
metter and hed made imquiry and was told that the Law Decree apperentlit |

authorized all. types of gambling devices, including slot machines

: Mr. CHESTER further advised that he had been informed that ]
considerable pressure had been put on the Cuban Institute of Tourism t6 ¥ j
cbtain the passage of the above Iaw, Decree, with the thought that Havana &=
might be converted into another Iag Vegas.FHe said that a great deal of
this pressure was brought by MEYEL MKY, #BI No. 791783, notorious
American hoodlum, some of whose ac actlntles were reporte% in reference
Havana 1etteé e thor. .o 4
Extra copies of this letter are attached for forwarding by the 4]
Bureau to the Miami'and Salt Iake City offices. It will be appreciated if g
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the latter office receives. any.. 1m‘3 ormati%n through inf ormants concerning

'y s W
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the shipment of slot machines from las Veg s Lo Cuba, that $he information 4

be furnished to the Bureau fon fom \;ton'b 8, office
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