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" -· To DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: December 24, 1959 

ATTENTION : LIAISON SECTION 

On the evening of December 22, 1959, MM 660-C 
telephonically contacted Spec-ial Agent c; GRAHAM HURST 
arid· stated he ha~ some information that he had failed to 
furnish in the past because he feared for his life as a 
result of passing it on. He said -he still feared for his 
life, but he realized this was something big and wanted to 
call it to the attention of the FBI in order· that th~ proper 
agency, United States Customs , could be advised of what is 
happening to the extent that information is leaking from 
the files of Miami u . . s. Customs -Office. Confidential 
Informant (CI) said there is no question in his mind that · 
he ·will be killed 'if the information is disseminated exactly 

. '\I, :-~s tl:'e relates, inasmuch· ·as he can only determine that three 
: . \ .1 '(\ . ~per§.:Qns other · than himself have the information available, 

r:- I t\ ::·:. · ~hicn personS Will be ·identified in the .following n:arrjgti 
> .· , ~-- cr sa-id sometime between noon and 3 :00 p .m. on December 5 . 
. 
1
- _ ~- --~~~~c;J5 9';;he w~J:n the b:sfant of the Biltmore Terrace tel, 

··:· !1tamCBuc..~ith NORMAN ROTHMAN, _FBI No . 152585B·. . A ' 
· :_.:~ - c~e:up to tl)eir ta -CI descrl6ed ~s a Wli'ite male, age 
.;. 29.~ o~ 1", black hair, ' -60 pounds, nice · looking, slender 

build. CI said no names were mentioned, but he feels he 
0

_ {~- J 

has seen this· unknown individual before, ~!,l~J~elie:v,es-he . ~ -~ -e~ • • 

can identify a photograph of . him..,!£ h~'~ ~:-s~es t t .. r-·1Ji (f·-,) .... /\:~· : .... , 'flP',;. 
· · ,t::f'.,. .jj · ( J_ tfJ(' if 1..., · · itt.,) ·HJ("' , '.._\.\J .. - i ¢ .. ~ '¥"' ~u~ ~ ~· ~ 

'- 'Dlis individual tur'o~d over.~t~~riiMAN' ~M~~~P.:itie:~,: :- ~~;~:: · 
of what ROTHMAN told the CI were u. S !.-=~tu~.:~-~-s- :r;_~po.rts .-.-:.<'CI~'J ~ -~- ~ 
said appa1letttly ROmMAN was sorry that GI was there when this ~ 1..,. ~ 

;o: :::a:P (:n:. ::;:~::;: ;;~:;~acopJ=:f:~: ~:s ~ '' .· § 
2 - Miami ·· ~ 0 · •t: 4 JAN 7 60~\ i~~ i; . ~ .· 
CGH/neb '(zr.G w:v:rG_1\\es ... rr~soor . _ . ,.. v \ l~-:·~-· .,. -~ 
(5) HS C'f 1~S , __ lt!P'l::. :;']f!C2.f~1~}-~;~~1.. lCE . . L!J I 

/W'~! ( '·<· ~ -moor~·" ~~:"0}11 't - .. -- · , ·k\_ ~~;. i 
·~ -_· ,-57Q\~-· \f~- ?f · · ·c· ':~{'-F. ~W/ ) ~ • If - 'tl., ~ t- . -~,~ . . -~~·. :~ ,. .• / 
~--·-····c ,,;,.., ,.,,_ a mv q& ._ '/(! :\ . · .. " ;\ , ~- - .:· . n Q..:_ -~- .-.. , . -. · • • ·• - . •• / • ·:.., ... :: ~? .· \ · .~ ..... .. ·' · .. · (. . 

. · .-:--,-"'--'-="""=="'-=----·-- --·- - --.- ·_ • . .:.__..;:.._------ -- ------ -·-------~~---- - - --· -· 
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and ROTHMAN swore CI to secrecy that he would not reveal to 
anyone under any circumstances .that ·these reports had been 
in ·ROTHMAN's possession. CI stated he knows this is hard 
to believe ; however, as proof he saw something, he said the 
communication was dated December .7, 1959, and had whattlJ 

can recall,. the file related how MAR · 'TZ, MiamU2,g.ru!s.ma~ 
appeared to be File Number 23- 801. ~IX:- ai~ . as best he:_ . . 

who· is o f Miami Top Jewel lbief ~~f)KATZ, had gone to 
CHA HORMEL, much publi cized Miamfta,._ygnj;.y!:,er and · e.U.o.t 
who ha - been involved in gun-running to ~h!a in the past, 
to geiHORMEL to get an a i rplane for hiDi. It set forth 
that .. HORMEL ·was working with u. S. Customs on t:his matter, 
as was a man named HOGAN; who is · with biberty· Avi ation at 
Miami International Airport . Also set forth was 'that "the 
airplane in question somehow was ~ought to contain jewelry 
from a $35,000 . 00 jewel theft on 163rd ·street, Miami, and 
an FBI Agent named STADTMILLER was mentioned. 

It then related how the plane .was stopped and 
Cubans were found aboard with dynamite bombs. · CI was 
exhaus~ively questioned about any further specific details, 
but said this is all he can recall. CI said he cannot 
specifically say what happened to .the above~referred"!' to · papers, 
except that apparently the man who brought .. them to the Biltmore 
Terrace Hotel had to return them to some ·place or person.· 
CI said on a later date, he had an opportunity to say some­
thing to ROTHMAN about .the· man who CI saw bring the papers 
to :ROTHMAN, and ROTHMAN indicated the man who brought· the 
papers was a waiter who is an undercover man for Customs 
and who gets the papers from someone else. CI said he had 
hopes he would hear from severai sources about ROTHMAN ' s 
having access to U. s. Customs reports, and then he would 
not have been so apprehensive about passing on this informa­
tion, but i~ has not been a subject of conversation anywhere 
and CI feels he has been close enough to the situation and 
has enough sources of his own that i f it were known, even 
amo~g a close .circle of people, he would have heard itr~~ 

\ d . ~ 
by anyone is that ~ IE, who is~~,IU:.!Il'Y. for ROTIIMAN , PA 

· Cl said the~pnl ·inference that has been mad 

and also represents £ . ~NNARINO, ~~J!.it.t.a.h~:r;gh ....-r-·--
hoodlum, and several~ · ami T9p J ewel Thieves , made a · 
~ m .....,...s-~ 

2. 
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casual remark to C.I about CHARLES HORMEL being a stool pigeon 
for Customs and it was no wonder HORMEL recently received only 
a 30- day sentence in connection with a federal case against 
h~ in Miami. Cl pointed out that the information given h~ 
by ROTHMAN about the man who brought the papers being a waiter 
and an underco~er agent for Customs could be a lie, as there 
is no question in his mind that in the .past on occasion ROTHMAN 
has tied to him. 

. Special Agent HURST pointed out to CI that it would 
be' necessary to pass on the above ipformation _to u. S. Customs. 
CI said when he. called to furnish this infonhation, .. he knew 
that· it WO\,lld have to be furnished to v.· '"S. Customs) ap.d he 

· desired that this be done,. as he .felt. that ·more· and more 
people ~ s lives would be en<;iangered if and when more reports 
are obtained by ROTHMAN from Customs if he can obtain ··them· 
as ·he claims he ca~o CI said that anyone, such as HORMEL, 
from the underworld, who furnishes information, will more · than 
likely be killed, and ROTHMAN, in his position with KELL~· and 
SAMMY IwtANNARINO, members of "The Outfit" in Pittsburgh,; is 
in a position to · furnish information ·to -the "right people" 
who · ceuld cause people t;:o ·be "rub'Qed out." · 

CI further stated that he would never furnish informa­
t ·ion to Customs, as Customs Agents are too indiscreet o CI said 
he has been interviewed by Customs Agents in Miami and there 
was little doubt in CI's mind when the interview ·was terminated 
as to where Customs obtained their informat-ion. CI said that 
if he obtains any further information regarding the identity 
of the person furnishing the information, he will advise . 
CI stated he has the reputation o:f · being a "blabber mouth" 
and talking too much, which he· said he probably does, ~nd - at 
present, he feels he ·is in a· precarious position, and for this 
reason, hopes that every effort will be made to protect him 
as the source of this information. 

As a matter of information, Miami Office is not aware 
of what appe~rs in Customs File 23- 801, but the following did 
occur, of which Miami has knowledge, which appears to verify 
the information furnished by MM 660-C. On November 28, 1959, 

' 
...... \ ' , ... 
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WALLACE D. SHANLEY, U. S. Customs, Miami, contacted the 
Miami Office and advised he had ~eceived information from 
a COnfi dential Source that MARTIN KATZ, son of Miami Top 
Jew.el 'nlief, ABE KATZ , was attempting to rent a plane for 
a short, quick flight out of Miami that afternoon. The 
purpose of the trip was not explained to the informant 
of 'Customs. SHANLEY furnished the information for whatever 
value i t might have and 'Said he was going to follow the 
matter to see if any Customs violation 'resulted. 

Since MARTIN KATZ is the son of· Miami Top Jewel 
Thief ABE KATZ, and , .since a $35,000 . 00 . jewel theft had 
recently occurred of Center Jewelry Store, Miami, in view · 

.of possibility the plane w~s going to be used to ~ran~port 
this jewelry, Special Agents JAMES E. HASTINGS apd GEORGE 
STADTMILLER interviewed Miami PCII ~for any 
il;lformation·he might have . regarqing instant tlig _t . referred 
to above, as r-1 has in past been involved· in fl~n . 
matters in th~i area of questionable nature . 
·then~. advised he had been approached by MARTIN. KATZ on t e 
mornin·g·_ of Noy~ber 2.8, 1959, and. been reque~.ted · tq , get a 
plane for a three- hour trip. I lwas to select a landing 
place near Miami) and he was .. to l _and · there ·and pick up 
several su~tcases . .. PCI had · selected a landit1g strip ·near 
Homestead; · Florida, and the triQ was being postponed to · 
11:00 . p·.m., NoverQber 29, 1959 ~ _I I was under impres~ion 
flight entailed ·a .smuggling operati~n into Cuba, and, · ~here­
fore, this information was f~rnished to SHANLEY of Customs 
on November 28, 1959, ·for whatever action deemed necessary. 

. . . 
l . On November 29, 19~9 , SHANLEY advi~~d ·the Miami 
1 Offipe _he had determined above•mentioned flight had as its 
1 pu~.p0:~~J. shipping arms and ammunition to Cuba and, . therefore, 
1 ~-;. no fU~~er action was take~ _.by .. the Miami Office in ,, co~ec-

~ ~ , tion - ~~Fh this proposed fl1.ght . . . . 

I ~ ' .-,:; . On November 30, 1959, . sliANLEY advi~~d the Miami 
~ c~ · O'ffice :: ~ive Cubans had been arrested by u. s . Customs ·at a 

!I ~ ~~'§·· .... ··: 
<:'-.)I\ ,~ Q : ~ ~~~ ­
~ ~· flli 
~- . 
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small airport near ~ .. lori<!_a_,Ci!4..XlorJ,g~ .. .,on Novemb~r 29, 1959, 
while in the" process of roa<Irng -three p~ckages of ·dynamite 
aboard a ·cessna twin aircraft belonging to Liberty Aircraft. 

. I . 
SHANLEY .advised that in the plan at the time of the arrest 

' were CHARLES HORMEL and GEORGE- . , who had flown the 

./ 

~irplane .. t9 ·that site. SHANLEY · nfidentially advised that 
~e !~formation leading to the ar est had been confidentially 
furni~hed byl land, therefore, HORMEL and H9GAN were not 
arrested. SHANLEY did not say on what charges -the above men 
were arrested . OTHER 4 

,,. . .. · J~ i~ noted' ~~at on December 3, 1959, I I' was 
inte~i~ed by Special Agent JAMES E. HAST~GS confernin: I 

I - jfurnishing information to u. s: qustoms • 
. said ~e 1.~ preseB-tly · '!Jnd~r sentence in a eus·toms case a~ 
they have tw<;> mf?~~ . cases p~nding against him. I I said 
a~ a resul~ of this, he had been furnishing Customs with 
l~fo~ti?n iP, hopes it . would ~o him· some go~~ in . . fu~ure 
t:rials involving his past a~tivities . At thl.S time,~~---' 
was .. advised ~hat· since 'he was furnis~ing information to ' 
o+ganizations other than the FBI~ t~at the FBI was not going 
to · ~ont~ct him in the future. As ~ · result of · this, the 137-
case on l I was ·closed in the M1.ami Office •. 

. It does not appea~ to the Miami Office that with 
the above facts ·this constitutes a violation pver which the 
Bureau has jurisdiction. In order to further protect the 
informant,- and since the alleged "leak" .apparently is ~n 
the Miami Office of U • . S. Customs.; .it is recommended that 
.the above information be furnished by the Bureau in Washington 
to the Headquarters of u. S. Customs through . established 
liaison channels . · .It is· recognized that information might 
be received from time to time by any organizat~on that 
there is a "leak" which information might be treated lightly, 
as it might be attributed to the. b~agging of a hoodlum. It 
is felt that in order to convin~e u. S. ·customs that there 
is .. a. leak, it will be necessary to relate to them the entire 
facts set forth above, including their file number, name of 

... •. .. . 

·---------·--·----
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I l persons Who have information in their file, but it should 
be· pointed out to Customs· that · it is felt if all of the 
information is set down in anything other than a confidential 
file maintained. on a national level, then the life of the 
informant is in great danger. It is noted that this informant 
was formerly carried as a Top Jewel Thief of the Miami Office 
and in connection with investigation of Jewel Theft Matters, 
was developed by Speci al Agent HURST, to whom this informa­
tion was furnished, . as ·a result of almost daily contact by 
Special Agent ijURST. During this investigative period, 
the identity of Special Agent HURST became known to many 
of CI ' s cr~inal associ ates, who know there has been a 
close association between ·the CI and Special Agent HURST. 
It i s felt that CI ·can be developed to furnish information 
of great significance and for thi~ reason, it would be better 
if .no _one at l). s . Customs, .. except on a -national level , know 
that this · information came from the FBI, as that factor alone 
could jeopardiz.e inf.ormant. . 

. · . ~ a ~Mf"'background inform;lt~on, ~till~•ncn;e 
:terr"ace)!.o.~~!J :i'.though to all outward appearances a first .,. 
~lass hotel, is f r equented by a .number of Cubans who are 
anti--FIDEL CASTRO and the hotel has the reputation of being . 
a ·"hot l;>ed" for Cuban revolutionary activities . The hotel 

1-~is ~llegedly owned by ex-associates of BATISTA and~9~ 
_..,:."~:~~ according to informants, runs the hotel, but do.e·s 
/~~not publicly · admit t his. ROTHMAN was arrested by Bureau Agents 
/ ·-·'j.n Miami, Florid~ on July 2, . 1959, and is presently out on 

bQnci. ·--·-" ...... ,-~ 

. ntis arrest was .in case entitled, "BERNARD J . EZHAYA; 
E'f AL,IITSP - MT, " O~fice of Origin, New York, Miami File 
87- 8756, .Bureau File 87-41245. In this case, WI LLIAM W. RABIN 
was indfcted in Chi cago on _four counts of pledging stolen 
Canadian Government bonds ~n the amount of $138,000 . 00. 
These ·bonds were part of loot from burglary committ ed on 
May 3~4, 1958, of Brockville Trust and Savings Company of 
Brockville, Ontario , Canada, which has been described as the 
world' s largest theft, involving a loss of approximately twelve 

6 . 
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million dolfa~s -~orth of bonds , j~welry, and casho 
ROTHMAN wa~'- in1di~.ted for_ aiding and abe~ ting RAB.IN . 
Also arrespedg apd-) out o~ boqd on same charge of aidi ng 
and abett~ng ~BIN was aforementioned SAMMY MANNARI NO 
of Pittsb~rgf.l. '-j SAMMY is brother of GABRIEL "KELLY" 
MANNARl~o'. GABRIEL was allegedl y present at Apalachin 
meeting ..;i.n ~loyember, 1957 o Both MANNARINO brothers 
were c$J'l'~·d:..t?efore Senate Rackets Committee and invoked 
Fifth Ame.ndm~rit. A trial has not yet been had in the 
above · f;:i."r:e:sf .' c)f ROTHMAN. R~THMAN was ~lso arrested 
on March 27 ~ 1959, and is awaiting trial as a - conspirator 
iq a . Pit;;'s~urgh seven~count Grand Jury · ~ndictment growing 
out 9f~~ ' interstate transportation of guns from a 
Ohiq' ~~~al Guard Armory, Which the indictment charged 
wei:'~ imp_lements of war being exported to Cuba . 'lbe 
latte:r-~entioned arrest of ROTHMAN occurred in case · 

~~-- . ¥ 
en,tit"~ed, · "STUART SUTOR; ET AL; TG:t=:~ ITSP; FFA; 
NM"-:::···,e)lfice of Origin, Cleveland~ Miam~ File 52-3290~ 
:ah~e.Q~ File 52- 72398. . . . 
!. . <}_: • • 

; _ · : ·:· : It is recognized this Bureau is not in a 

I 
. , 

posi t ion to tell u. s. Customs how to ~opduct their 
1 inV4:fS:~igation, but it is felt ~bove information should 

!:·j ! be·· furnished orally ta u. S. Customs in order that i:t 
'. ~an _ be emphatically pointed out to Customs it is felt 

\
·~1( -any specific details of the above information are 

· known on other than a national level in U. S. Customs~ 
.. this CI will be compromised, and will be killed. MOre 
\ ~pecifically, if known on other than natiot:lal level: that: 
t (1) information came from FBI ; (2) ROtHMAN or LURIE: had 
~ access ·to in(ormation; (3) . Biltmore Terrace Hotel i-s 

... s.,~ involved; · (4) the specific file number . ~t:td. date alleged 
b file was seen at Biltmore Terrace Hotel." 

; "';J 
. ' ) . 

. ~· • I ' v .. .. \ ... 

. 'l ·. 

. UACB, Miami is conducting no investi gation iri 
this matter; however, MM 660Q~ has been requested to be 
a·lert for any further information; if obtained, the Bu~eau 

• will be promptly ac;ivised in order that the information 
\ .~Y be similarly disseminated to Uo s . . Customs o 
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