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On 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Dote-:----..::6..!.../...::..:1~4~/-=-6-=-8 ____ _ 

1 -
. Chief. litJTHER·l~ATSON, t.Jnited St·ates Coast 

Quard, TaiJipa was furnish~4 th~ following aescrib~d ~viden.c~ 
w.hi.ch had be'e!l recovered by ~he {!n-it, ad· Stat~s Coast 
Guard in tht"r immediate explosl.ou ~e·a aboard th(;IJ J:apa.llese 
freight.~r the 'ttAsaka ·Marun, (l~~:i.J.lg the night hours of . 
May 30 1. ,1968: · 

(1) <me· metal pipe t;ppFoximately three feet 
in .length. 

(2) Two pieces of related shell platirtg 
bearing subst~nc~ ·which aPPeared to be 
black powd~l"' (this met.al was s;hell 
pl:at:il1,g fragm~nts·whichwere severed 
fl'oin ,shell plating in. the immediate 
area of the ~xp.losion). 

t;rhe for~g~fl'l,g evi<lence was. released to Chief 
BATSON .at approxiniat:ely ~·:45 aom. ·()n :May a1, 1968. 

by'--~-""S,.,A._~H~G!.!.!W~A~RD~L· ~H!!.JI·a~N~E2U!.!:B!!!:ER~T~·::_!:b~a~p:::__ ____ Date dictated __ -----.:.6.!..../_1_0,!_/_6_:8 ___ _ 

This document contains rietther recommendations nor conclus·ions of. the FBI. II .Is the_ properlY of the FBI and' Is loaned t() your ogency1 

~-~l=lo=n=d=i~=c=on=te=n=~=o=~-n-ol_~_b_e_d_~_M_b-ul_~_.o_u_~_~_e_yo_u_r_o_ge_n_~_-___ ~_·9 ______ ~---~-·-~~~~:-~ 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date 6/14/68 

. .. . CommaQ.der . lU!XiER ~t~S<;l:N'·, 'Vll.ited Stat~s · ¢oast 
Gu.ard, (:a,ptain of the Port, . ~ampa., . Flor.ida :advised_ 
that _it was his opini<>n· that t ·he· explos,ion aboatd t .he · 
q:apaij;eSe f~,e·:ighte~, n;,Asak a Jd'imu f·'., moo:red at Port ·Sutton, 
'Tampa., Flor.:i:da which-. ~xploSiiOfi· . occu.,;red at . app]ioximately 
9:23 p.m·~ .. · ol(l th~· O.ight' o:f :·Ma:y 30• 19~8 ·.should b!;l . 
investigat.ed. py the Fed$.J."al ·BU~~au of Ittv~stig'at ion,' • 

.. ,, H,is Opillio~ i 's . based on th~· :f~ct t ·hat it app~al!$' that the 
explosion· occu:t.red as a r~Sult . of someone pla(i•ibg a b9fllb 
in- the' -~uqqe;r, post ar¢a o:f this vessel. . ~he act ' is- a 
crimi~·al act, furth~:P that -his: ·agell.~Y . is not ~quipped 
t9 c.oil;cluc't a crim:i;tlal i.Qvestigation .as ·~uc·~~ ·· 

On 

· C.onimandeJ: ~MADS0N· was in~ormed tlia:t the facts 
of thiS. ni~tt~t w.otita · ;be :i.inme4ia'te.ly discussed Yl.ith the, 
t1nited $;ates AttorD.ey., . Tampa for h.is opin:lo~ . as to the 
sectiq~ · of _ th~ :Federal Statut~ up(iQr which thi~ particular 
violatio~ woul<i fall. 

, . . . •$ho:t(ly. <Qe:reaftQr. on this . S;ame date, ;May 31~ ... 
··1968, Commander ··MADSeN was informed that Assi·stant Unieed 
-$ttites · At{o~ti~~Y itC:>BB"aT. H. ,MAGIQ!!NZi:E;tat Tampa, Florida "' 
.hac:J. aclvised· th~t the facts, a$ known·- to elate iil r~gard 
to 'the EtxpiQSio'tJ, of· 'th~· ~t;J\saka :>Maru n would ~: cover-eq 
un.CJQr ·s~ct:~on,· 22'?5, 'rit.l~ 1$,, :Un,it~d 'States ·¢·~d~ ·w.ith 
regard . to Cr'i!D~ o~ th~- . ;Htgh S~as - ~Fi·rtng 9r · Wa~np~ring 
·With Vess.e'i. .eomt:llan<iel' ·lfADSGN. was' tu~the~ · advise.d tbat 
th~ f$! weuld itn.nlc:J~iat.ely uft.d~rtake th~ itiv~ estigiltion, · 
ill this. ·IIlatt·e~. 

by __ --'-_·s=A=• --'B=o=··-· iW=ARD=·= ·=··--'a=·_._, . ....,N=·=E=tJB=• ·=ER=T=· ·===b=a~p-~---Date dtctate·d_.......:6~l:...:::l=0=/_;:6::..:::8::;__ ___ _ 

This document contains riefther recommeridoiions nor conclus-Ions of. the FBI. It IS the .. properly of the FBI and' Is loaned 'to your' ogency 1 

It on.cf lis; contents ore not to be dlstr1buled outside your agency. · 

/ t2 S\~-:,~H:)<.._'}~, 

.. - -------------·--·- .. -----'----~'--------------------~ 
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Date 6/13/68 

:Qfi May 31, 1.968; W • . K. ABERNATH¥, Lieutena~t, 
:V~ited ;$tates Coast Gua.r<l turn~d ov$1" to ·sA ·JellN Eo · 
Bt.l'rENSCH()$1 the . f_ol iow;ing pieces of . ev itlenc~ that. had 
bEt~n .ga,t .h~red at the. scene of an ~xpiosion · t,hat occurred 
on· May 31,. 1968 ~t Port ,~tton.1 Flori.da ·abo8,rcl the · 
,J ,apanese freigh;t~r, ·•~s:aka ·M·ar~n • . The folld'w.ing .it.ems 
are · herein 4t=Jsc.rlbed·: 

Bits· -of ;nemplike mate:rial • 

. Sniall amount gran.ul.at:ed •subst·ance • . 

on~- .:i.r..on bar approximate.l:y 6"' • 

~- · · · · · f h. e·.m·. p ·.4 .. _,., .• -~ue p1.eee o 

Tllp.ee ·pieces, of W:i!r.e a,pp:r,qximate-ly 12·'·' o 

---- Q!le t:ocklike pie·c~ of .app~r~bt insulation. ,_,_.___ . . . - .. . .. 
-...:___-- -- .. - . 

------ ~Jr±ve,: pieces ofre· :J;:a,~:(;)d metal subst·anc~- • 

. _ . _ ... On;\ May .31., 1968, ~A Jc;}HN: -·E. alJ':f~S.CHQE,1:i h~_g . ·,: 
~een in . Ji.''e¢e~pt:. ot a pipe app;t:~x·imate.ly - ·three feet -in 
length ~hat had bc!)en :hi . po~·ijes$ton-- 6F ·Commander :ROGER 

•!i~ADSON·, Ii: • . ~ • . (l!,o~st (fuar(j,1 ~a;p_;''ai~ ~·:f J?o:rt, T~pa, .·· ·· 
'Flor-ida. · Goua~g~~· '~$0.~>a;9:v.i:s~~· t 'hat th.~s -. pip~:-
bad _ p~~l)·_ p~t .. o:f(~;t:~e .· ~vi,cJ~q($~ · p1.)ta~l);ed · at .the sc&n~ 
of the expl()sion; .as above· d~sctfibed. 

. ' ·: --· . . -- ~~:: · ·. : . . . 
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On 6/l/68at ____ .T_· . .:._;am'"'""p=-·· -'-a.L..,_F_:~i"""'-ct):!):..:...· lt_-=d·"""a-.,--_ftle# ___ ~T'-'-P;,;_· · ~4""""'5_-~1_4_3~. ---~ 

~-~-·,;,;;,.S_A_c.::_J'.;:=.(:),;::HN:.:.:.. ·_ . .:..::E~·· .• --=B-=U'I''-': . ..;:..·EN=·· . ·-=-SC-=-· =H=-=-0-=:EN=. ·-=-:::-=b-=a~p---,-___ .Date dlctateci __ 6.....:.:· /'-7--"/.:._;6_8 ___ ...;___ by 

This document contains neither recammendallon s nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the - property of the FBI and Is loaned to you ('agency, · 
It and Its. contents are not to be distributed outside your agency . \~ \)-----~- -~------------- II 
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. On 

Date 6/14/6e 

1 

tieut~na:~t -ROBERT GANECEK, Ul}.ited Sta~es· <l;oast 
9~ard., _Tampa; <FlotJ.,(la_ adyts~d that _ wbe~ he' initi~dl_y . 
iht~ry·i~wetl €aptaill $ ·. T:.A~·I!9:Q· of the Jiapanes~- fr.eig~t·~r
''Asaka Maru"' ,. · i:t;. w11s· the bel:t,e.f of .th.e CaptaiJ) th_at the 
.explosion aboa~d ,~hls vEts.sel w·as: ctausec:l by a m-itJ;e o~ 
·some exte:t-naf fo~de which blew · i~to t,he ship -while moor~d 
at· th~: pfe_r of . :Port ·sutton, T·~pa ·, 'Florid-a Oil ;i_he night 
of 'May 30~ l96a. - - - . - -

,·Qoinman;der ,a,AtmeiK, iil£or.mec1 that he had. 
difficulty f4 t,he c()urse- t>i hi~- f~tel:"view w.±t·h the 
¢aptaip· f~ vi~w of th~ ·laoguage .barri()r $A s~:tnce the 
Cap~ air! spoke .ve:ty iH:tl~ . (8~~li$ho -

~Commander-·· ''1GANEC·EK :sai:~ it w;a:s: his opinion 
initally ~hat . th~ bouib. cause.d ' ,th~ explos'io~ placed ~here 
frQm witb.·ill the -vessel -as opposed from being placed into 
the rudder pqst, · area.f~om tbe _ outsi~e. He .sai4- h~ 
based th.is opitU.on _ initially oil _ ~he·_ fact _that .it had b(;)~n 
determin,ed t 'hat the· 17 or is nuts securing the hatch cover 
in the ru~der post area appe·ared to . b·av~ ·.been removed recently 
as they we.re· loosened in, t h~ pr.esence of two of h.is 
officers, w.ith ·v~ry iitt 1~ effort o Be said norma'~lY 
J;"4i'm6va-1 of ~his, 'hatch ·would F.~quiri.3, 9,11'ite a bit of exertion 
and. one w<>ufd Q6rmally haiV~ to- h·av:e a · hatillner :.ai}'d . wrench 
to. loosen the. nut·s. · ....... " . ~ ... ' ' .. -

He·-state,d, ho"!Vev~r, _, tha~ thQ possibility exi$ts 
.- ' ··-- that tb.e bomb could _have b~n placed t.hr.ough- the aperture· 

. around. t •he ru4c1e1t post as . the ·aperttil!$. 81'-ea on Ja.Pane.se . 
ve.ssels atou~4 th~ rucider po.s.t r.ts _ from al)ywhere from · 
threE:t. 't-o ·_ ~0~~ _inches • . - ·.co~llll(~cl~}; (iEJW,C-~ said' .'i -t was his 
o_pi!lion t ·hat · a:o.~ ~fA.meJ::i¢at) . y.E,tss.~ls when, the . ru<ld'~r post 
platiijg o:r ·r~dd~.:t. .P®.t splas1h plating is secureq ar.oupd 
t _hEr l"u<i.deJ/ post , th~ apEb;.t~~~·· .. arou_lld . the· rudci~r -· post· is 
merely , -aJ)pt(?~.i~at·e.~y oJ.l~ hal~J inc.h to· o~e _inch,. .Dl;ld · · 
ac·corail)gly :i.t wouihO: ·appear to' be imp<)e;slble :for someone
tel p~~~~· a j)omb outs_i.dEf th~ ve's$el. · 

I .· 

.. 
6/l/68at __ _____;-, T~_ ,am::;::·=.;p!L...:a=, 'Z...' ....::F::..::a=-· o=..:r=-..::1=· d=· a=-·-· · -~_____.:..,Flle _.:fi:_.....,....:..-!J,p-'-_,._ -_- _4_:,5_·.,._1_4...:..3 ___ -----,--_"--

by __ --'-_'S=A=' -- .....;- H=O=W-'-"A=R=D=' ;_· H=· '=.-N=·=EUB=• -=· . =ER=T=· •- -=-:=b-=ap~ _____ Oate dlctated ___ 6.....::; /_1_0:..::./_6_.:8:.__ __ _ 

This document c;,ntotns nellher recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It Is the property of the FBI and. I& loaned to your' ogency1 · 

It and Its contents ore not to be distributed outside your agency. ·· • .... . , ~ 

I / "-'\(\ -"\\l\0 ~-~ (0 --0 " .... ~~· 
-------- ·-- ·-------- .. 
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' ·1 ·· . . ·r ; l > · _,-_ · · -- ·. 
FEDERA~- P,.~~i~JlfOF:' INVESTIGATION-

-~~~~.\~_·r - -~. . .. - ~ 

. ·: . ., ~- : -. 
....... 

•• I. 

_. . .. . . _ _ -~·-. -~~~ - 4, 19(;8, :~s:tgn :w·. n,. l\B:ERN.l\1.1mt, 
:·ypi:tQd ~t:at.e,$.-!Coast Guard~, .. ~ampa;, . ~lorida advis~d 
:th.at .. b~ . -~i) :~·9lllPJUl:Y·. w.lt.h·,p~u~~pagt_ )U1~~- .JJlJL·; ~hi~f· 
IIJY.fHJSR, 'f3A'J.!~· _·J:t~~T ·~ltlilN, _.2,· ·an.~: ~ARI..~ ~$f')l:r;.L, . 

·-~~, ;all. . :f!nit~~i' tS.t;:_a~~~~i ~o_a$t . :qu•uo,.. ll•d· ~~:.;rived}abaard 
,~h• . ~~!)an$sf;! fre1ght·t:lr "'jA.e;aka , ~arl1! '.' ' short.ly a~t:~r,_ th~· · .. 
~xplQ$i:o~ ... on t.h~· ijgh~ . of May 30, 1~68-.. IJ<~l ·Sili4· 1\during 
hi~~ · e~-.mina~t ion ~~ ·the. -out•s:~~·.,:. ft •pp~.ared· '1;hat ·~11~; · 
borQfJ _nti:ght hav•· 'bQ~g· pi·«c·'<t 1~ ~b.~' ru4~r sectic>Ji _ o:f 
th~;, v:~s-.;1 :tr-~m . wit)li{l tile ·v~~$·~ as 'Qpposed to . bf.ting 
att·achea .trom. the: -ou.t:sla$ of the v~$ltel. ue said hij:. 
~ba$tjd; tli:i. ~ld:~:f ~~ii:a~ly. ot! ~'he: , :f·act that h~t :a»cf 
~,:t@f ·,~~!t~ . !l~r~- ,pr.es.~l1~ ·.whe:1:1 ~~~ .~ap-~se cr~a11, 
t>Q-I~~v~ . ]<t _])~· .til~' ·~~gllj,~~P , . . r~D\ov~4- ·a hatch cov~r 
eOI)t~;dg' :i;ijg~ app~.(>X:i,~a~~~Y 17 or· .. 18 ;~uts which cov«?r ·wa.s 
tn· th~· · a:fulii~~rtat;J>· :v~¢!niiily <>f ·th~· expl®ion ··ar~a .• · -~~· 
·s:aid· -it ·was 9b~ervt,la ' til-~ . tb.Q hatc·b ·¢ov~.r was· r~ved 
w~t)l: !~~Y ~- ~it~-~;' ~ -~~·r~top _ -~~!i~#~d ·w~-t~b **~tc:;~~~d . . _ .. . 
to ·him that th~.nut·$ 01l _this hatcbt· eover had. been recently 
r~IDoytid. ·. }lf{~8.i~ 'DQ~D~lly . 00~ :w.tllim:cic~lffjYl~. l ·o t1$,e a • . . 
wr~ncli ·a.nci a Iianurier to .loosen· the-~ ·:u\lt·s· on t .h:l.s 
!>utt±e:U.l:ar hatch -cC>v&r in:a$much as ~n~ woul-d not i,l~m;\lly _ 
havtl; oocasio.ll to •ea)ter tbie .particu:l:ar.:·,area m<:>re- ih:an ' 
t.wic4. 8[. f·~ar-~ .. · · · · · · · · -- ·-.. ::_:.. ·· · 

. :.:,''.' 

. · ~~/~!i~,t!.~~~§t~~ !9;tl'!~~~~t!i~ ~;%l~ ; .... 
<?11 thi;·.~·7dat}~' fl,'()m . .Lieu.t~J);~nt -~Jo .. (!: •. ) ~UL~RI ·I)J,ti[t.$4 · ·.· 

~~!.:!~~~=,:~::::,·:llt!~~;ic~·~<~~::: ··~:~t~:;:;:-9·#~@~~~~~~~: 
ffJ4il¢:8@:~'gM ll&ar.u·1' m.9o~,:$d ·11t: Galyes-to.n, Texas ·had _ ~~fered 

-~. ~x.Plp,~-~(?.1.1· · ·a.t ~ppr·(ax.i~at·•iy 3 ;-.so -p ._m·. on ·sa~~ day<, . 
'" ~~~' ~-.~,·- _l~~8·i. : 1!!,!,~-h -~xpl:••ion w~ $ ,11Jiilat·. ~·~- ~ll~t · ., 

$.uf'f~~fi.d . by . . th~: f!4$:~1l 'if1!-i'u·'' in ·r..r:a~pa . :on t·b~ 1)-ig~t of 
)fay ~(t~ · ·1968:. $ . 1r)'formed. thE!!' $.Xp.losion was . iii :th~; 

·r-ttad~~, post ~atea.,, ~owey~r-, ,, ciamag,es· :w~e 11ot ·as· ·sev~r@ 
.as- thosf1 oecutr~· by th~·· ~~saka 'r&uu n. r . . .. . 

6_-_ ,_.·lot&s 81\ llbJi·AlUJ, •B •.. iNQ . : .. ~::bap Date 'dictated _ _____;J_~_L...o~-=~---,---
Thi s docum~~i contalns . n. ;it~'e/recam ·,.;,~ndati~ns ~or conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of t~e ·FBI d · 1 • · d t' ;. ""., · 

.· it and its Contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . . . ~, ... ' ~n rs oane o your agency; 

· / a ... :·) '~'· ,~\_.vn _':) '5't 
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