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·ReCVle't to Director, . 9/7/63, r.e c~i:rtio'ned matter. 
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I 

I~ 
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. ' " On, September 4_-~ anc;l 6;, 1963, CV . 553.-.pc was interviewed 
and in_formation -obtained. durit;g this interview is somewhat · 
repe;{;itious to that furnisne'd in. ReCV.~et, ·hmA1ev_er --it . · · 
clarifies cer~ain points and is . therefore being set forth _ · : .· 
in .the follovJing-.· m~pner: _, ·, . . - · : j). 

,- . CV 553:..pc ;tated .he came -to ·ci·eveland, Ohio,· from' ~ .•. · 
Italy i ·n· 1919 or 1920 to stay with his sister. _ At th_e time . ·/ 
he. a/rived in Cleveland_, ' .J;le was ·15 yeq.rs of ag~~. He said . -. '<· -~ 
.he worked at ·different · jobs in the Clev_eland ·are·a, - including· 
that , of driving a· cab, In 1923 or 1924, ,he il'1dicated .· 

-he 1'Jas . •_1active" :i:n q,leveland, and was. harassed ·by m~mbers . 
of the .Cleveland Police Departm_ent. He said -on one occ.asion 

' he received a 30 day jai1.sentence being ·accused of putting a 
razor in someone' s car. He . said that -shortly -thereafter·, · 

'-

r~·cei ved a 6o' day . jai'l sentence on another ~minor : charge • I . 
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He said he was beat up physicaliy by Cleveland Po1:k9~------- - - - 
on several -occasions and so in 1924 went to Detroit. He 
indicated he held several miscellaneous jobs in Detroit 
until he became closely acquainted with YONNIE LICAVOLI. 
He said he became very active in running whiskey in the 
De~roit area; and considered himself a member of the 
Purple Gang. He mentioned that he bec.ame aC!qUll:iL-t1~i!!id :td:lfih )[SGELO rvFr..J 
during this period, however, he did not elaboi•ate on .the 
extent of this relationship. 

In 1928, he was convicted on a narcotics charce 
l n Detro.it and -vJas sent to the u.s. Penitentiary (USP), 
Leavenworth, for a two-year period. While at Leavenworth, 
he became acquainted with JAfJIES LICAVOLI, aka Ja.ck White. 
(It l:s to be noted th~t JAMES LICAVOLI, according to his· parole - . . 
file at USP, Leavenworth, served there from June, 1929 to June, 
1930.) Informant was paroled at Leavenworth to his sister 
at Cleveland, Ohio. He said although he was not; .peEnitted to 
leave the Cleveland area, he did become involved in making 
trips to Detroit and at one time was accused of being 
involved in the murder of two Detroit policemen in about 
1930-1932. He ~aid he hid out in Canada for a while and 
later -vJent to Brooklyn, New York. · 

In Brooklyn, he looked up "LITTLE AUGIE" PISANO 
whom he had previously met through AL POLIZZI of Cleveland, 
at a funeral or wedding. He said thl:> ough PISANO, he met 
VITO GENOVESE and also ALBERT ANASTASIA. He said he was 
not closely associated with these individuals, but did know 
them vvhile he was in Brooklyn. He claims to have been 
convicted in an armed robbezyin which he was not involved, 
and vms ·sentenced 15 to 4o. years. He served time for this 
sentence at Dannemora Prison in New York on this robbery 
cha1•;;e from 1932 until 1945. ltJhile at Dannemora, he served 
three years in solitary confinement for beating a guard. 
He was released on life parole but this was terminated in 
1960 because of a change in the New York laws. He stated 
he has been living in Cleveland, Ohio since his release on 
parole in 1945. 

Informant, during the interview, remarked that 
he had read the recent article in the 'Saturday Evening Post" 
about La Cosa Nostra. He said "everytb1ng that appeared 
in that article is true." He li'!aS questioned as to whether or 
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)"f>Hif!. Stf!t:tttSH 
not he had ever heard of the organization La Cosa Nostra 
before this article. He said he had not, but indicated 
he was aware that a nation-·wide organization • of this 
type Has in existence. He was questio ed as to ~t-Jhat in his 
opinion was ~he present set-up of th organization. inif'he . 
Cleveland area. He said that JOHN 'r CALISH is the 
man in Cleve at the present tim , · hen follovJs JO E MARCO 
and then FRA , RANCATO. He said that back in the 19 , 
FRANK MILANO a~ head man and that AL POLIZZI followed. · 
He said "AL POLIZZI put the shoes on JOHN SCALISH." He said 
that Tm-'IMY SCALISH, brother of JOHN, was ~'t and sharp," 
but that,at no time in his opinion diq TO . CALISH rank 
as the top man. Informant said that in hi inion JOHN 

I 

I 
l 
; 
{ 
i 
( 

SCALISH is not tough, but is brainy. ~ i. · · 
Informant was questioned as to where JANIE ICAVOL ., . 

fits into the Cleveland picture, and he remarked tJ · · / . ', · · :-: i _' ' 
LICAVOLI has special powers and is not directly unde:r> --- -~--- -- · 
JOHN SCALISH. He said that LICAVOLI operates on his own, 
but that he is believed to be un~he jurisdiction of the 
Det·roi t outfit. He said that TO · ELSANTER is the racket 
boss in the vlarren, Ohio area and . operates under JArJ.IES 
LICAVOLI. The informant . said that JAMES LICAVOLI 1s better 

· knm'm under the nickname JACK WHITE. He explained that LICAVOLI 
is so dark complexioned so rather than referring to him 
as Blackie or Black, he has been referrE'~d to as ltJhi te, 

. The informant r:entioned that TO' ... 'YLILANO opel"ates 
the Italian-American Brothel"hood (IAB) on

1

~yfield , 
Road in Cleveland. He said TONY iS a brother of FRANK 
MILANO a fopmer boss in Cleveland, and that althnugh TOlN 
is not considered the active boss, he said that JOIDI SCALISH 
does have contact with TONY MILANO and the informant believed 
that TONY makes major decisions. He said years ago, TONY 
l\ULANO loaned him $2,000 and that he collected interest 
on this money . He said he has had some crontact with TONY 
MILANO. The informant has indicated t:o TO:t--JY that he wants 
to obtain a liquor license. He said that one Sunday . · 
(during the past year or t 't'Jo), TONY MILANO called him ~--
and aslced him to come to the IAB. At the IAB there .. .owas an 
Italian who ovmed a bar on itJoodland Avenue in Cleveland, 
which v'-l as going to be . torn do't-'m because of the new Fll?eewaY. 
MILANO asked the owner of the bar how much he wanted for his 
liquor license and the owner replied he wanted $15,000. MILANO 
asked the informant if he would take the license at that price 
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~ . 
and the informant said he did not have any money. MILANO 
told the bar owner he would give him $8,000 dovm and 
the balance in regular payments. 'lt!hen the ov-mer 

· refu sed to accept this agreement, MILANO cursed him 
and chased him out of the club. 

Informant was ~ked as to whether or not 
CHARLES POLIZZI v~as ever consi~ the top man at 
Cleveland. He said t~ht HARLE OLIZZI is considered 
the brother of "BIG AL' · OLIZZ owever, CHARLES is 
ac tually Jewish, sine ·. '\'Jas adopted by the POLIZZI family. 
He said'he "tried to put on the shoes of the top boss"in 
the 1930's, however they refused to go along with this and 
POLIZZI is still . living in Cleveland today, but is not 
considered a power. 

Informant said that he believes that PETE(~ C£11~~0 
is in the group. PETE has been active in gamblin~~ 
prior years, but at the present time he is active in 
shylocking. WitheJ. ard to control in the Detroit area, 
informant ii' id JO IRELLI is the top man nov1 . He indicat.ed 
that ANGEL 1ELI one of the higher ups but is now an old 
man~d no as active as he vJas at one time. He ~id 
PET ICAVOU is very pm'lerful and also that Y0~11 ICAVILI 
eve hough he has been in prison for ~5 ya:t"s, sti holds 
much pov~er and is contacted for decisions. 

. ( 

Informant was questioned as to vJho the active , 
men in th~anization ttJere in other Ohio cities. He f 
said JD'JIV A FATCH is the top man in Akron, and .that he / 
does not w anything regarding the present set-up in X 

Toledo, Cant , or the other areas. · f 

: l 

»7 

The informant said that everyone is aV'!are that I 
JOHN SCALISH and JOHN DE MARCO from Cleveland vJent to the . / · 
Apalachian meeting, November, 19!57, but that actta lly ij 
there vv et-e two men who went vd th JOHN SCALISH and DE · MARCO. ~ 
He declined to reveal the identity of the other two individuals 
but later admitted he heard "through the grapevine", that \ 
FRANK BRANCATO ' .. went. to the Apalach. ian meeting and. esca;;.>ed ·. 
-vJithout ~·ng caug.ht and he believe.d the fourth individual 
was FRAN RAS~ . . (EMBR.A.SCIA is :in partnership vlith JOHN · 
SCALISII a . MILTO OCKMAN in the Buckeye Cigarette Service \_ 
in Cleveland.) !I · -rmant was reluctant to discuss l 
informat.ion of this nature and the matter was dropped. ,; 
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Information was set out in relet.that the informant 
in May, 1963, went to the Ohio State PenitentiarJ (OSP) to 
see YO}illiE LICAVOLI about borrowing some money. It was 

to the residence of rJII E ANGELO, th 1
.
1 

. man'' in Col1_1mbus ., _ --
also · pr~viously report~_ hat the informant aid he went ~ 

Ohio, where he saw PET . CAVOLI and LE OCERI. During 0 11 r · 
the current interview · informant ela ted on this :l i: c1dent 
and said that present at the meeting at Dl~: ANGELO's res:.de:rice 
in May, 1963, were PETE LICAVOLI of Detroit, LEO MOCERI of 
Akron-Cleveland, an individual named "NUNZIO" from Akron, 
TONY DEL~ANTER, \AJarren, Ohio and JAMES LICAVOLI, aka Jaclc 
Whit~m Cleveland. (NUNZIO is possibly identical with 
NUNCI . ESTRO of _.&_kr9_!1-L....Ol?_i,_o, _ _"rJJho ~as convicted d':ll"ing th7 
Summ f 1963, for armea robbery ~n Columbus, Oh~o. It J.S 
not known if he is in the penitentiary at the present time 
or is out on ap~eal. He has a brother, TOWf DESTRO, who is 
on the Akron PD). At the DE ANGELO home, informant overheard 
conversation between these individuals and they were 
discussing the obtaining of funds for operating gambling 
houses in the Bahamas. The informant remarked that DE .ANGELO's 
home is .· a gathering point for many groups and that different 
problems are discussed there. He said that anyone going 'to 
the DE ANGELO home calls first to see if the coast is clear 
before going there. 

Informant said that about three years ago, he hear-d 
from~ood friend of his, whom he refused to identlfy, that 

H.A 0 ,MORRI <LEINMAN bro:ught $1,000,000 to Cleveland in a suitcase 
(0 AYt~from Vegas. He was alone and took the money to the residence 
.1e-'V · of a woman who is an aunt or cousin of LOU ROTHKOPF, aka Lou 
I' Rhody, now deceased~ He said the woman was supposed to 

distribute or deliver this money, but she refused. 

For the information of the Bureau, close contact 
~Jill be maintained with this informant in an effort to obtain more 
detailed information concerning his knowledge o.f criminal 
intelligence matters and La ·cosa Nostra. Any pertinent 
information developed will be furnished to the Bureau and 
interested offices. 
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