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DATE: 12/9/64 

·· · The following inform&. tion · was furnished to SAs BARRON T. 
:CONKLIN and JOHN L-~ SHELBURNE on 11/19/64 ;~)l~Ql;..l:XB)M~JJ,Jl~!'DE 1022-C-TE: 

' . . ' . .. ~· .. .. ' ' . ... .~... . ' . 

" . For the information of the Bureau, . this infom.nt 
has been associated with all the leaders of ·the' Detroit organization 
for ~th.'e· past 25 years. He grew: up with . ANTHONY TOn .GIACALONE, wb~m 
h·e collSi<Jers -one of his closest friends~ .He was brought ·into the 
rackets in Detroi t ··tiy PETER colUlAI)o. ' 

. Ibformant. -:stated that ?C the term- La Cosa. Nostra meant 
"OU. Thing" in Sicilian and was ~\·a :.·good desc~iption of the organization 
although it· was ·not ·· used prev:l,ous _, to the ' television:· disclosur~s . 
in · Detroit • · · t j ,._. -~ 

sauree exPlained as t~i{"J!y)_ -~£c. ~s 9 d-~ os1-<([0.] 
~eae peoe~e believe tut~.lontrol of. all..- i .llegal . 

enterprises: 1n '" th4f ·$tate of . Miclii;ga.n .and~ any other towns~ , belongs . . . 
to them and·-·.aay ·money earned from, any il-legal . enterprises subsequently j 
invested in ' a legitimate ·-business.· gives these .people an · interest 1 

in that legal enterprise. · ·The syndicate .in Detroit coatrols all 1 
the State of· Michigan plus iiaany'' cities in Ohio; including Cleveland j 
and Wheeling, -W,est Virginia."'' ~PETER CORRADO, now deceased, had a: .. ; 
large interest .i.;Ji ' Las· ·Vegas torYmany years and PETER · LICAVOLI 
;has an interest in·. TUcson, Arizonif~. :· · Before · PETER. CORR.M>O died 
in 1957 ,n his. son DOMINIC CORRADO made a mon1rlti:3 trt:p t>e protect I 

I 

I 
·.j DEC 14 1964 I 

.Source stat~d that the syndicate . .control in .Detroit is ~ossib 

his interest--in Las Vegas. · ' 

only because . th~re is a large percentage of ~ians a"l''d"1ocilians. I 
.• . -The control of the individual lfy the syndicate is based on felB!.r. 1 

J ... ~i.s fear was brought to this coun~ry from Sicilr. . · .· tL .. ~ 
~ {.,l ' - Bureau (~t i l~oiJI> ~ ~ 7{S , ~: :~;!~1\~~(~M) 92-2300- Info. / ~f~~ ~ 

, !'1 0 iri<P._ no~')§.19~4_ ) · · iJv( ___ ·'_./. . 
tG "{4} -~ u~\'\~ . . iJ ¥~;. .. 
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NUMBERS . OPERATI0~ 2 DETROIT 
I 

·source advised' 'that the-· aumbers operation· in Detroit 
has been· in existence· ·for ·. many. ye~rs · and he has ·been·. closelY' .. 
associated wlth it- fer· the past 25 years~ source ··advised ·that" 
when he· entered· 'the operatio·n~ the man .who complet«Uy controlled 
the operation ·was ·PETER CORRADO and ·when he died in· 1957·, ' he 
had headea·tnis. operatioil. fcti>r28 years. During this time, PETER 
CORRADO developed the·organizationp made all decisions, · and · 

· was ju complete control of the numbers ' opelt"ation togf1jtber with 
all otl)er forms of gambling im Det:~riGit .• · The basic rtile ... of · 
PETER CORRADO ii ' the I!Jllliimbexos wsine.sis during iili.ll oif tlhi.is 'time 
was thi.t the business bCt<ti>'-bie run· as. if it w~r~ a·· legitimate 
busine~s. The source furnislhHed the following illustmation: 

' · ~ - - ... ·. . ' . . ~ • -·- . ... . . . .. . . ... . .. . . . .c ~ . . . . . -

In 1952, the ··number 101 came up as . the win.P.ing ·number. 
This ·is known as a fancy amd it is always played ·. very heavily. 
On this particular day when the . tapes were toti!n.lied "thie amount 
of money to be paid out. B.m([l)'illlnted to one and three-quf.,rter 
million dollars. There was utter confusion il.Gd chaos and 
FRANK DI MAGGIO came up to PETER CORRADO and said "Boss, w~ · 
ar~ wiped out." . You cane t pay. You will hav~ tc drop the odds 
to 300 to 1 from 500 to 1. '9 

. PETER CORRADO said '~hen the bets 
were called in what odds did yOlu take them at.u DIMAGGIO 
said 500 to 1. PETER .· CORRADO them . said then we pay off at 
500- to 1. · CORRADO called ea¢h pers<on who had a perc<e.nta.ge 
of any .one of each of the . fouJr> hcusl!!s ~:nd told h~w much ... money 
he had to come up with tb.a t night . 'Mamy stated that : Uney did 
not have this amount of mom~y and PETER CORRADO loan~d · each 
one their necessary amouint ·of mOlney • . - By 6:oo· a~m., $1~750,ooo.oo 
was · raised and distributed~ · Sourc<e advised n® · Cielive:ted · · ··J · •·· · · · · 

$90,000.00 in $100.00 bills 9 wrapped il!ll newspaperwhiclhl was yellow 
with age. Within .six m~nths this loss had b~~n absorbed ahd the 
numbers opelra.tion 'was again making very heavy pr~fits. 

i.) 

Source stat~d ·th~re were fcur houses which were 
awned and controlled by th<e family. Each of thtese b.!Qluses" 
operated until October 25, 1963 9 wh~n they went out of business· 
upon orders of JOSEPH ZERILLI. Fifty percent of each house was 
owned by the members of the three families, ZERILLI, TOCCO and 
CORRADO. The ownership ~f the remainder was divided among 
operators of the various ~9useso These houses ar~ ~s follows: 
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